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PREFATORY NOTE

COMMITTEE OF PUBLICATION.

Tar definite duty of this committee has heen to procure the

preparation and pul
her

gathered by that accomplished annalist, the late Joseph Wil-

ation of a History of the town. As related

eafter, the hope of finding the ma s for such a history,

1 I 1 had been IEI"--:1|I}.'I'?EH|-

lard, Esq., in a condition for publication.

ed ; and althoug

h there were natives of the town who were com-

petent to write its History, yet their engagements would have
i'l't'\"lill:'li. Indeed, before the vote, under which the committee

were appointed, was passed, ¢ the preparation” had been assigned,

by very general consént, to the Reverend Mr. Marvin, lately Min-

ister of one of the religious societies of the town, and who, thongh

but for a fow years a resident, was accredited with the desired

gifts and experience for the work, and was at leisure to undertake
it. Aside from the business of * publication,” the co-operation
of his colleagues with Mr. Marvin has been only advisory ; and to
him alone belongs any literary merit which may attach to the book
that is now presented to subseribers and to the publie. The com-
mittee do not hold themselves responsible for any statements of
opinion which he has made, nor, either in general or in detail,
for the manner in which he has executed his task; hat they
must not omit to say that, in their judgment, be has discharged
his obligations to the town with ability and fidelity ; that their

official association with him has been very pleasant and profitable
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that his readers will

to them ; and that they confidently believe
derive in a cood degree the satisfaction from his labors which,

without doubt, it has been his ambition to deserve. How much

time and anxious research such labors involve, is not readily
estimated by the inexperienced or superficial observer of the re-

sults. The production of this book having been limited to two
voars, that errors of omission and of commission will be detected

in it. the committee and the author take for granted. Notifica-
tion to him or to them of any such errors, will be esteemed a

n his sketeh, yet the

favor, Thoueh Mr. Remick has been happy

have been glad to give another representation of

committee would
the oreat Elm, in a photograph’ direct from nature, and taken, per-
haps, in winter ; but convenience did not serve, and uniformity in
the style of the illustrations seemed to be desirable. Acknowl-
edgments are due to Mr. J. K. Farwell, a native of Lancaster,
for his friendly zeal in carrying the manuscript through his press
at prices hardly remunerative to him. It only remains to be
said that this address has been written as if Mr. Marvin were
not a member of the committee, and to commend the sentiment
of one distinguished as historian and poet, in his own words :—
¢ Whatever strencthens our local attachments is favourable both
to individual and national character. Show me a man who cares
no more for one place than another, and I will show you in that
same person one who loves nothing but himself. You have no

hold on a human being whose affections are without a taproot.”
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CHAPTER XY.

LANCASTER TOLITICSE FROM THE REVOLUTION TO THE
YEAR 1500.

A meETING of the town was held, February 5, 1778, to act,
among others, on the f'LJH(\\\'lltf__': article. “To see if’ the town
will accept the Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Un-
ion between the United States of America.” The first busi-
ness after choosing a moderator was a vote, probably unani-
mous, “to accept the Articles of Confederation and Perpet-
ual Union between the United States of Am@rica.” From
that day to this, Lancaster has been trune to the Union,
whether under the Confederation, or under the Constitution.

Ag alveady stated, the vote on the State Constitution, May
18, 1778, was more than two to one in favor: but it was re-
jected by the people of the state. The subject was kept be-
fore the public, however, and the legislature sent out a new
proposition, and the selectmen were directed *to take the
minds of the inhabitants of the town respecting a new Con-
stitution or Form of Government.” The question came be-
fore the town, May 17, 1779, when, after having heard the
proposition, it was voted " to aceept l]“lll'_‘l.']...]'iil'll" in the Court’s
order eoncerning a new Constitution, with this addition; we
do E:}]'l]ul\\'t_"l' our }I"q-l]r:_\.;f']]l':ni\'q- to _'_l'i\'l‘ his Yote for l'l]ti{r."t'-ilT;I
a convention for the purpose mentioned, with Proviso Jf_l:lf
the Constitution&hall foturn into the hand of the peoplefor
their approbation or disapprobation.” This was a wise pre-
caution. Joseph Reed, Esqg., was the representative in the

general court,

e |
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The towns, or a majority of them, having given their ap-
probation, the legislature called on the fownsto choose dele-
oates to a convention for devising the new constitution or
form of covernment. The town, at a meeting, held August
9. \‘.;m[. to send three delegates, and by ballot, chose Will-
inm Dunsmoow, Esq., Capt. Ephraim Wilder and Capt. Will-
iam Putnam. The convention met on the first of September,
in the meeting-house at Cambridee ; on the second of March,
1780, they finished their labors, and submitted their work to
the people, by whom the new Form of Government was rati-
fied. It remains, substantially, to the present day, though
important amendments have been made at different times.
The people of Lanecaster treated the new constitution with
great deliberation. It was laid before the town on the second
day of May, and the meeting voted to have it read. The
meeting then adjourned till two o'clock. Then it was voted
to postpone the consideration thereof till the thirteenth of
the month. The voters went home to ponder on the pro-
posed fundamental law. The result was satisfuctory, and at
the adjourned meeting, the vote was “ to receive tHe Clonsti-
tution or Form of Government as it now stands,” aves, one
hundred and three ; noes, seven.

The first election of state officers under the new constitu-
tion, took place on the fourth day of September, in the see-
ond precinet. The summons was “to the freeholders and
otherVinhabitants of the town of Lancaster. of twenty-one
Years of ave, having a freehold estate, within the state of the
Massachusetts Bay, of the annual fncome of three pounds,
or any eéstate of the Value of sixty pounds.” The vote was
as follows.

For governor, The Hon. John Hancock. Esq.. 69

The Hon. James Bowdoin. Esq., 9

Lieut. governor, The Hon. James Warren, Esq., 40.
The Hon. Artemas Ward, Esq., 13.
The Hon. Samuel Adams. Ezq., 2.

The Hon. James Bowdoin. [':.-;11., i {2
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GRIEVANCES. 919

Nineteen men, all " esquires™ but three, were voted for to
represent the county of Worcester in the senate and eoun-
cil ; among them was John Sprague, Esq., of this town, who
received twenty-four votes.

October 9, Capt. William Puatnam * was chosen to repre-
sent the town in the tirst general court under the new consti-
ii!JlL”

The state election for the year 1781 took |)I]iix'v on the
second of April. The town meeting was held in the meeting-
house of the second 'Il_'i‘l’]lll_‘l. with the ill'r“l_i'n\'illlf result. John
Hancock had fifty-six votes for governor, and Thomas Cush-

ing thirty-eight votes for lieut-governor. Thomas Gerrish

had one vote for each of those offices. William Dunsmoor @

and John Sprague, Esqr'si’of this town, received a few votes
for senator and councillor,

The surrender of Gen. Cornwallis at Yorktown, occurred
on the nineteenth day of October, 1781, when the war of the
revolution was virtually ended, although the treaty of peace,
acknowledging the independence of the United States, was
not signed before 1783. The pressure on the people to sup-
port the war being somewhat lessened, there was opportunity
to consider local and state grievances. Steps were faken
which culminated in the Shay’s rebellion a few years later.
The people of Lancaster felt the difficulties of the times, and
joined with others in seeking redress; but refused to enter
into any violent or illegal measures. The meeting held on
the first day of April, 1782, acted on this question. “ Will

the town choose one or more persons to meet at convention to

be held at Worcester on the second Tuesday of April next
there to take into consideration the many grievances the good

people of this county at present labdy under, and to petition
the general court for redress?¥» The town sent Capt. Timo-
thy Whiting and Capt. Ephraim Carter as delegates.

The same day occurred the annnal state election, when
the vote showed an inclination to drop Gov. Hancock. He

received but fwelve votes, while thirty-two were cast for
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Homn. James Bowdoin. It was supposed that Hancock had a
stronger sympathy than Bowdoin towards the party seeking
redress of alleged grievances. Three years later Bowdoin
was chosen {J\'{:-l‘ Hancock on this account. Thomas Cushing
had twenty votes for lieut-governor, and Gen. Artemas Ward,
had :ﬁL:‘flth\'n'_:ftr:-'.. John Sprague, Esq., was chosen senator
for the county, in March, 1783.

At the election, April 7, 1783, the votes were for Bowdoin,
twenty-three ; for Hancock, twenty-one. Thomas Cushing
1'r_-«-vi\.n'-r.l all the votes for lieut-governor, which were thirty.

In 1784 the state election resulted in the re-election of
Gov. Hancock, but Lancaster adhered to Mr. Bowdoin.
The vote was for James Bowdoin, fifteen votes; John Han-
cock, seven: (en. Lincoln, seven; Artemas Ward, Esq.,
twelve. Ward led in the vote for lieut-governor, having re-
ceived twenty-one, to nineteen for Gen. Lincoln, and a few
scattering.

The next year, 1785, the Shay's fever was at its height, and
the conservative feeling of Lancaster was decisively ex CPress-
ed at the election, on the fourth of April, as follows.

For governor, James Bowdoin, . . . . . 38
6 s Thomas Cushing, ; ‘ ; / 3
£ i Oliver Prescott, . . : > . 1
£t % Moses A . . ] . 2
G o John Hancock, . Tie o AR I

Thomas Cushing had twenty-four votes for lieut-governor,
with several for five other candidates.

Conventions were held, from time to time, in different
towns of the county, by those who were in the movement
which ultimately led to rebellion ; but it does not appear that

Lancaster was .-1g:1in represented in any of f them except that
which was held a Leig

ster, August 15 1 tu which Ebenezer
Allen was sent as delegate. A l!]T]]Hl]![l e of seven, VizZi,
llillnlll\ “]111111“ Moses Smith, John Sprague, William
Willard, I;(n|,1111111 Houghton, Michael Newhall and Samuel
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SHAY'S REBELLION. 221

Ward, were chosen to draw up “instructions for the said
Allen, and lay them before the town.” The committee re-
ported to an adjourned meeting, on the fourteenth, and the
instructions, after being “ read paragraph by paragraph,” were
adopted. It may be taken for granted that the town author-
ized no revolutionary action. The delegate attended, and
made a report to a town meeting on the twenty-first of Au-
gust, when the meeting was adjourned to the first Monday in
October. At the adjourned mee Im'_:.
sented I}\ the convention were ap llin\ ed, and some re |l cted.
There was a proposition ‘ers ehange of the comstitution, and
alao for the issue of paper money. These were voted down.
Those articles which asked for a redrvess of certain grievances
were approved. The town steadily held to peaceable and
constitutional methods of securing reform.

A meeting was held, Janunary 4, 1787, when an address
from the general court to the people was presented. This
address was a sober appeal to all good citizens to abide by the
regular mode of administering the government, and prom-

ising to give due consideration to the complaints of the suf-
fering riiizwm , This address was referred to a committee,
Samuel Ward,’ Immtln Whiting, jr., John Sprague, Esq.,

Moses Sawyer, .lun ithan Wilder, ( \r||~ Fairbank and Jeomss (444

Goss. They reported to a mn.w.‘fm}_* held on the twenty-second
of January. On the same day the town voted to * discon-
tinue the delegate to the county convention.”

No man, so far as known, joined the insurgents, but a num=-
ber of the citizens, according to Willard, joined Gen. Lin-
coln’s army, and “continued with him till the rebels were dis-
persed.” Their names, though worthy of remembrance, have
not been found.

The question of revising the state constitution came before
the town May 6, 1795, when the vote for revision was sixty-
one ; against it, twenty-five. Nothing came of the movement
at this time.

At the election, April 3, 1786, Gov. Hancock did not re-
ceive a single vote. James Bowdoin had forty-four, and there

21
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were two scattering. Thomas Cushing was the favorite for
the second place. The rebellion having been resolutely squelch-
ed by Gov. Bowdoin, the people, in 1787, called Gov. Han-
l'lrl']\-”‘_‘.'-'ti“ to the gubernatorial chair, and kept him therein
till I‘.IE.*-{. The vote in this town was eighty-four for Han-
cock, to thirty-eight for Bowdoin. Gen. Lincoln who led
the troops -'1_‘__,"n‘i.|f|-‘i the rebels. received f'i_L:'hi_\'-n]]r votes tor
the office of lieut-governor.

In the meantime the states had suceeeded in I:‘I‘!If:t;__" i con-
vention together for the purpose of forming a National Con-
stitution. This hody completed its labors on the seventeenth
day of :'_‘;-f.'l“l‘lll}!l'-l.'. 1787, and l"ﬁ'lirlt"[vl.l to the * United States
in congress assembled a Constitution for the people of the
United States.” In accordance with a resolve of CONZress,
submitting the Constitution to the people, a convention was
called h.\' the I:‘vliv]':t] court, to be held in Boston, to act on
the proposed constitution. The meeting to choose a delegate
was held, November 27, 1787, when the town voted and ™ chose
the Hon. John Sprague, Esq.,a delegate to represent the town
in the conventionto be holden at Boston on the second Wednes-
day of January next.” At the same time a committee of
seven was chosen “to draw up it_}__.\'tl'lll."lit-n.\-' for 1]]_!", .‘h‘lii&] del-
l';‘:l[l‘._un_l.’l\l]i.' ('Ulll]liiiIl.'if_I_\\'l‘ll:.!.‘-/_JIm'i'I]I_.|:1lllili I]un;;;]ii-:?:i,“'.tizi'nuwl
Wagd, Ephraim Carter; Timothy Whiting, jr., Cyrus Fair-
bank, Josiah Ballard and Jonathan Wilder. Three of this
committee were deacons, and-4wo-oe three were captains. The
town was opposed to the ratification of the constitution, and
the committee, reflecting the views of the town, instrueted
the delegate to oppose it; but qualified their instructions
g0 as to leave him to vote according to his discretion. M.
Sprague was a wise man, and in opposition to the prevailing
feeling in the town and county, gave his voice and vote in
favor of the constitution. There were fifty delegates in the
convention from Woreester county. Only seven of these
voted in the affirmative; and Mr. Sprague was one of the
honorable seven. Ephraim Wilder, of Sterling, a child of
Lancaster, also voted in favor of the constitution. Se o
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YOTES FOR GOVERNOLR. 893

At the annual meeting for choice of state officers, April 7,
1788, .John Hancock received sixty-eight votes, Samuel Adams
and Elbridge Gerry, each received one. Samuel Adams had
Hﬂ__\'—“\v for the second office.

The constitution having been duly ratified, it was time to
choose a representative to the CONgress of the United States,
and a meeting for this purpose was held, January 29, 1789,
when the votine was as follows. Hon. Timothy Paine had
forty-eight votes ; IHon Artemas Ward, five: Jona. Grout,
Esq., seven. There was no choice in the Worcester district.
There i: M’yf‘l‘i‘t'nl'd of a Hll'l"till.},{' to vote for lil‘l“*‘li]!_"lli:l:l] elec-
tors, Hit the town and state voted unanimously for George
Washineton. John Adams became vice-president.

The votes for governor from 1789 to 1800 were always for
the winning man, except in one year, when Increase Sumner
received more votes in Laneaster than Samuel Adams, though

the latter was elected by the state.

1789. For governor, John Hancoek, 17,
James Bowdoin, 15.

William Cusliing, a.

1790, John Haneock, 6.
James Bowdoin, 6.

Samuel Adams received every vote for lieut-governor.
1791, John Hancock, 6.
1792. John Hancock. 6G7.

Franciz Dana, 1

1793. John Hancocel, 58.
Elbridge Gerry, -7

1794, Samuel Adams, 52
William Cushing, 6 e

1795. Samuel Adams, 6.
Samuel Dexter, 3

17986. Increase Sumner, il
Samuel Adams, 27.

1797. Inerease Sumner, 66.
James Sullivan, 21,

1798. [nerease Sumner, 68.
James Sullivan, 4.

17948, Inerease Sumner, 4
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The election of Gov. Bowdoin in the years 1785 and 1786,
was the result of the confidence felt in him by the more con-
servative part of the people. [t was thought that Goy. Han-
cock was inclined to nurse his popularity by being too lenient
towards the lawless and disorganizing elements in the state. It
was a time of danger, and power was lodged in hands that
would wield it in maintaining the rights of property and the
henefits of social order. As soon as the danger was over, the
people, as is their wont, dropped the man whom necessity had
constrained them to put at the head of affairs, and returned to
their old favorite. But Mr. Bowdoin was held in the hichest
respect during life, and has an honored place in the history of
the commonwealth.

In 1792, when Washington was elected to his second term of
the presidency, the people of Lancaster were doubtless unan-
imous in his favor ; but no one could infer this from the votes
cast for presidential electors. The record will be copied as a
t-IH'itr.-iEI‘\‘.

For electors of president and vice-president of the United

States, November 2, 1792,

Thomas Dwight, = . . 18 | John Sprague, T, . y 9
Moses Gill, i ; d 20 | Samuel Baker,

Dwight Foster, ., . : 14 | Simeon Learned, .. A k 1
Samuel Lyman, . . : 10 | Jonathan Warner, : : 2
Elijah Dwight, . . . 18 | Samuel Henshaw, 8
Abel Wilder, - . . 2

The original idea of the college of electors was that they
were to use their diseretion in voting for president and vice-
president. The voters therefore voted for electors according
to individual preference, leaving the electors to cast their
votes as they pleased. And yet, nearly if not quite all the vo-
ters of Laneaster and Massachusetts, and indeed of the whole
country, wished and expected that Washington might be elect-
ed. But soon this early idea and method became obsolete.
The people in the states became divided into two parties, each
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PRESIDENT ADAMS, 325
h;l'.'ing its candidates for the hif_"‘m.'r-‘f ofhices in their ;fii‘l. Elec-
tors were nominated simply for the purpose of casting the vote
of the state for a pre-determined candidate, and woe be to the
elector who should thwart the intentions of his party.

According to the warrant, the freemen of Lancaster were en-
titled to vote for five electors *in the district formed by the
counties of Worcester, Hampshire and Berkshire.” At the
same time they cast their votes for five representatives in con-
gress. For l’t.‘lll‘!'.ﬁt‘lli.':lti\'i’ from Worcester s_-:rlllli.\'. Artemas
Ward received every vote; in all, forty-seven.

In July, 1794, the town considered the expediency of offer-
ing additional encouragement to the soldiers required from
this town, as its proportion of the detachment ordered from
the militia. This was at the time when war with France was
apprehended.  The town voted that whenever the ™ present
detachment of militia shall be ealled into actual service for the
term limited by act of congress,” ete., the town would make
the wages to each man equal to forty shillings per month, pro-
vided the pay allowed by the nation, or the encouragement
given by the state should not equal that sum.

In 1794, the votes for " one representative * * * to rep-
resent the fourth western district were for Levi Lincoln, 58 ;
Dwight Foster, 13. In 1796 the preference of the town was
I't'\'u-]'s--il, and _[}\\'ilu']!l Foster had I]Jii't_\'—t'i;;'lil votes to five for
Levi Lincoln. This was the year when John Adams was cho-
sen president, as successor to (zen. Washington. Perhaps the
five votes for the first Gov. Lincoln indieate the number who
were friends to Mr. Jetferson. Judge Foster was a strong
federalist, and supporter of Pres. Adams. The vote for elec-
tor was by single district, and Joseph Allen received thirty-
six votes; one was given for Moses Gill.

Two years later Dwight Foster received fifty-three votes,
for representative to congress, and Levi Lincoln four. Under
Mr. Jefferson, a few years later, Mr. Lincoln became attor-
ney general of the United States.
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Durine the administration of Mr. Adams, and especially
when m:.]' relations with France assumed a threatening aspect,
the military spirit seems to have received a new impulse. The
old song of * Adams and Liberty ™ was, doubtless, sung with
special Ii—'lll]a[l"l:-]ri. at public gatherings. The French faction
which sought to embroil the country in a war with England,
in the time of Washington's administration, found little en-
couracement in Lancaster, But when the insolence of the
I'('\'HEI\IIitrfl:l]'_\' government of France became intolerable, the
people of this il].'\il.‘f.' were ready to Il}'flrllrl the government in
maintaining its integrity and honor. Probably the following
action of the town was inspired in part, by national polities.

" Voted, May 28, 1798, that the selectmen be authorized to
furnish each non-commissioned officer and private of the mi-
litia companies of Lancaster, on the application of the com-
manding officer of said companies, such quantity of powder
as may be ordered for consumption at regimental musters,
not exceeding at any one time half a pound to each man.”
Forty dollars were raised for the purpose.

At a meeting, June 18, the selectmen were directed to fur-
nish twenty-four cartridges with balls, to each soldier in the
two militia companies: and one hundred and ninety dollars
were appropriated to pay the expense. At the same time one
hundred and forty dollars were raised to enable the selectmen
to “ purchase a number of standf of arms for the use of those
persons who are unable to supply themselves,”

General Washington died on the fourteenth of December,
1799, and the event caused universal mourning. The people
of Lancaster evinced their profound sorrow by appropriate
action. A llll"L'T.i'lllj__" was called, on the fifth of ]":-f\y“;n-.\', 1800,

“to adopt * suitable measures for carrying into effect the proc-

lamation lately issued by the -'{31-[;:-&!{)111- of the United States,
and the resolutions passed both houses of (.."E}III‘_"I’l‘.'&.‘*. in conse-
quence of the distressing event of ﬁ’u\‘i:_lvlu‘c’. in depriving
the World of our illustrious and beloved GEveERAL GEORGE
Wasm~Neron.”
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DEATH OF WASHINGTON. 397

The townmet at the time appointed, and referred the article
to the I"H“H\\'Ellf_" committee, to report thereon. Gen. John
Whiting, Eli Stearns, William Steddman, Josiah Flage, John
.\I;l‘\'lml'-l. Dea. Benjamin Houghton, and Captain .|;:-'.r‘|- 'ish-
er. After an adjournment for half an hour the committee
made the following report.

“The inhabitants of this town, sensibly affected by the afilic-
tive dispensation of Divine l’]{'_i,n\'inTvm-v. in the removal of
their illustrions and beloved [.r:tll'iuf and citizen, General
(reorge Washineton, do pass the f'n”u\\'[li_u‘ vote, viz.

" That they will form in procession at the house of James
Liswell, on the twenty-second day of February instant, and
move ]JI't'l'i."-t'].\' at eleven o’clock A. M., accompanied by the
members of Trinity Lodge, attended by the military of the
town, and preceded by the youth, to the meeting-house ; and
that the Rev. Nathaniel Thayer be requested to attend with
them, and by a suitable eulogy or discourse and prayer to com-
memorate the eminent virtues of the deceased, in compliance
with the president’s 1;l'u'1=_'!:1111:tii-.'uu of the sixth f)&‘ January last.

*That the male citizens on that day, wear a black crape or
ribband on the left arm above the elbow ; and that it be rec-
ommended to the females to wear a black ribband on their hats
or bonnets.

“That the selectmen purchase four yards of decent black
cloth to shroud the pulpit, and afterwards present the same to
the Rev. Mr. Thayer.

“That Gen. Whiting, Joseph Wules and Caleb Lincoln be
requested to marshal the procession on that day.”

The recommendations of the committee were carried out
with an earnest solemnity which evinced the grateful rever-
ence of the ]-l..'u_zl.lii' for the father of his country. The citi-
zens of Laneaster have never wavered in their adhesion to
the poliey of Washington.

The leading offices of the town were held by the persons
named ]u'ln\\',-hl_‘l ween the opening of the Revolution and the
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close of the century, December 31, 1800.
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the moderators pl'i;“t'iﬂ.l}_-‘i 1,'-) ]T‘\-]

Ebenezer Aslen,

John Sprague

\‘n illiam ]}nm' SO,

(7= Bun| Amin Ric hat

{ Joseph Reed{777

Cyrus l m]m]]u 72

The following were

i +Ephraim Wilder,/777-%«

Solomon Jewett.

In some years every mee tmv \\mlltl have a differe nl mmlm-

ator. William Greenleaf was clerk for

peeastenalintorrals,

and Josiah Leavitt filled the temporapy—vaeancy

several years, with-

when Nathaniel Beaman, Cyrus Fairbank

The treasurer from 1777 to 1781 was Cyrus I airbank. "I']n.-

town was divided in the latter year, and Peter Green was
chosen to fill out the term.
])m'in--' llll‘ same term of years the

|'n Iu:\\ ill"' were the se-

im tmen, I1:-I four named having be en ¢ hairmen.

'8 phraim Wilder,

1 Solomon Jewett,

I.-l'\i )Illrﬂ'.

Joshna Fletcher,

“ 4t David .};-w_u!t.‘

T

Nathaniel Beaman,
~fadamuel Sawyer,

rershom l“‘l

Joel Hul::]:'-.llil‘.
Jogiah Kendall }»

\\ illiam Greenleaf, -

Ay illiam Putnam, ¢

Ebenezer Allen, /77
Manasseh Sawyer, /777

Benjamin Richardson, #7#e-s

The same men were kept in office successive years, but

their position was often transferred, the chairman of one year

Ill'!]i" second or third the year lu]]u\\lll" o

The delegates to the general ¢ ourt were “ 1[]1 a1 Ilmbillnm w1

three vears ;
Putnam, e

II'l] one

and patriot to the close of the war.

The town was divided in 1781,

Lancaster after Ste rling was set

Samuel Thuarston, .lrm yph I.:.u] and W |I||‘1m

year. Dunsmoor was a leading citizen "

and the first meeting of

o

t off, was in May, when offi-

cers were eleeted for the remainder of the vear. At this
date several prominent names disappear from our Records.

The first town meeting was oreanized
Wilder, jr., moderator;
Green, treasurer;

.__T{m-]}h Carte

Charles Safford j

Beaman,

as tollows : Josiah
William Greenleaf, clerk: Peter
Nathaniel
r, selectmen.

Moses Sawyer and
Beaman lived near the house of
Sawyer in the south part of the town, and
Carter on George hill,
barn of William H. McNeil.

Peter Green’s house was the present
The road ran by the east side of
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PROMINENT MEN. 399

the house. William Greenleaf lived in the * Mansion house.”
From 1782 onwards the following men were moderators.

Ehenezer Allen, Josiah Wilder s . Cyrus Fairbank,/773-%
Peter Green, Josiah Ballard,/7#3 Nathaniel Beaman, s«

Benjamin Houghton, 'I'in'm\r]:_v Whiting, Michael Newhall,/7#¢-

Eplraim Carter ) =2 Edward Heard; - John Maynard, /7£7- 70~
\7al0hin Whiting, Samuel Ward -5 Timothy Whiting, jr., /722-3
5 James Carter, Joseph Wale " William ?‘*ri_rll:uu]}.l

Moses Sawyer, John Sprague, /77¢ Merrick Rice, /50

Several of these men held different offices, and were prom-
inent for a long series of years. Timothy Whiting, father
and son, were in this class., They kept the tavern on the
Old Common, where Joseph B. Moore now lives, and served
the I'l':li'vlil]_'_" ]Jl.lh“i' :JHI’IH{_" two or three g‘t*llt_'l'allinns. Tll(“\'
held the titles of captain and esquire, then more coveted and
distinguished than at present. Gen. John Whiting, son of
Timothy, senior, lived nearly opposite, not far east from the
Old Common cemetery. Later his residence was near the
old brickyard on the road to the North Village, where John
Powers now lives. Gen. Whiting was held in high esteem,
and filled many offices, but having joined the party of Mu.
Jefferson, could not be elected to congress from a district
where the federalists were in a large majority. Capt. John
Maynard was much relied on in all town business, not only as
moderator and selectman, but as chairman of committees to
build bridges and care for schools. Merrick Rice was a law-
yer, and a man of consideraple property. He built the house
now owned by Mrs. Elffina, Greens for many years the finest
mansion in the county. John Hl:n':r‘u'uv. Esq., was also a law-
yer, and a man of great ability. Michael Newhall was prom-
inent during his generation. Déa. Wales and Capt. Ward
were merchants, and their stores were equal to the most ex-
tensive in the county of Worcester. The Carters were in all
town offices, as were their ancestors and descendants in their
time. William Stedman wes-hieh-sherif-of-the-eounty—and

represented the district in congress several terms. /ffo3 & /&<
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The town clerks from 1781 to the end of the eentury, were :
SQamuel Ward, seven years; Edwased Heapd, three years
Joseph Wale fﬁmd William Stedman, each-four years, Peter
Grreen wi l‘*l]il surer till 1790 ; Ebenezer ftrll-‘\if:[. 16, and
John Maynar d for the residue of the century. /777 & S

The selectmen in this period of nineteen years were as fol-

lows :

.X:t]l::lniw! Beaman, Epheaim Carter; Jonathan Wilder, 175

Samuel Ward, r1ee-r-t7Jonathan Whitney, Timothy Whiting, jr., r7#9- 50
Jonas Fairbank, jr.tf % §+Michael Newhall, » Timothy Knight, /757
Meses-Smith, [743 Benjamin Hounghton, Josiah Ballard, /7#s

- James Carter, {1ei-1: Daniel Stearns, Eli Stearns, /77#-2

Thomas Gates, t7¢2-3-4 John Carter, William Stedman, /773~

John Whitine, 7% c.27-% Merrick Rice. Oliver Carter, /3
Asn Warner, srepsreo  Joseph Wales, Josiah Flago, 17¢¢- 1500 -4
John Thurston, )-2-3 —wrra.‘-l_'llll Carter, ,'I.'_._-"-!;h White. /T =/

,\Iu-.‘p-. 5 Lwyer

From this list some familiar names gradually disappeared,
while others came into notice. The long line of Whites is
renewed in the above Joseph, deacon and probably eaptain,
like all his predecessors, whether John, Josiah or Joseph
The w[i't'Hm’Ji. ‘a part of “them, ﬂ't'lili‘-'}lil.\' acted asthe asses-
sors for the same year. .\mnn}_’; the assessors not in the above
list of selectmen, were Benjamin Wyman, Josiah Bowers,
John Sprague, Paul Willard and Jonas Lane.
The delecates to the general court, were Capt. Michael
Newhall, three years, 1787-9 ; Ephraim Carter, 1790 ; Eph-
raim Carter, jr., 1786, 1791-2; Hon. John Sprague, ten
years, 1782-6, 1794-9. At the election in the spring of
1800, being in poor health, he declined a re-election, and

“#

Capt. Samuel Ward was chosen.

Probably there had been no period of equal duration, in
the history of the town, when it was served in the various
offices above named, and in other offices less responsible, yet
important, with more ability and fidelity., The treasurers’
hooks were kept, and the selectmen’s accounts were present-
ed, in the most approved method of the book-keeping of that
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date. A committee was chosen, each year, to audit the ac-
counts of the treasurer and selectmen. and I]u-l\' made a report
to the town. The penmanship of the clerks was generally al-
most as 1!’_'_:'”-11' ias ]H'i:ll, and some of the clerks ]i_e-l'.] an ele-
gant pen.

After the settlement of Rev. Nathaniel Thayer, he was al-
ways chairman of the school committee. and most of the visit-
ing and examining of the schools was done by him. His as-
sociates on the committee were among the best educated and
most respectable men of the town. Here are the numes of
some of them. John Sprague, John Whiting, '[“Iln:ﬂ]a.\' Whit-
ing, Jr., William Stedman, Samuel Ward, Eli Stearns, Joseph
Wales, Ebenezer Torrey, John Maynard. A singing-school
was kept every season under the direction of a special com-
mittee. Another committee was always chosen to hirve the
Latin erammar-school master.

The preceding pages show whom the people “ delichted to
honor™ in the affairs of the town, state and nation. Our
fathers, in the early days of the republie, held sound prinei-

ples of government, followed good methods of administra-

tion, and elected honest men to office.




XVI.

CHAPTER

DIVISION OF THE TOWN ; PARISH AFFAIRS ; THE POOR ; ROADS
AND BRIDGES ; LOTTERY ; SCHOOLS ; ANNALS { TOPULA-
ITON AND WEALTH.

Berore the close of the war the town was shorn of its large
proportions, but thereby came into better and more conven-
ient form. In-Juwe, 1780, a petition came before the town
from certain inhabitants living in the extreme south, asking
to be set off to Shrewsbury. A part of them had already
been joined to the north parish of Shrewsbury, (now included L
in the Boylstons,) though still belonging to Lancaster for all

town purposes. The reasons given were that they " labored

I -
under many and great inconveniences by being obliged fo {
travel many times in a year, a great distance, to transact the 3
necessary business of the town ; ” and * being also obliced to s

travel a great distance to attend public,worship on Lord’s ‘[“..‘""‘_\

and at other"times.” The line of division which they asked

for, is mainly the north line of the Boylstons at present. These

are the names of the petitioners.

Aaron Sawyer, Oliver Sawyer, Josial l'wmu!"i,

Nath. Sampson, Silas Hastings, Wm. Dunsmore,
Frederick Albert, Sam'l Bigsby, John Glazier,

Silas How, Micah Harthan, Phinelias Howd’,
John Dunsmore, Joseph Sawyer, Elijah Ball,

Jacob Winn, Ezra Beaman, Robert Andésson, T,
Hugh Moor, Edmond Larkin, Nath. [)i‘l‘\'t'[li]l'_l'l'f,
Nath ”:HII-H-:‘*‘ Levi T\luu]'._

On the twenty-third of June, the town took action, and this
is the record : * Voted to see if the town would grant the pe-

ans
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INCORPORATION OF STERLING. 333
tition of Aaron Sawyer and others to be settoff [folthe town
of Shrewsbury, and it passed in the dffirmative.”

Matters had now reached such a pass that there was a gen-
eral readiness to concur in the plan to transform the second
[1['1‘('][1:'[’ into a town. The wonder is that the .‘4l"|r:t]':lfit1t| had
not been effected many years before. The township was very
large and ill formed ; many of the inhabitants of the second
precinct lived six, eight, ten miles from the meeting-house
of the old town; those residing in the northeast corner of
Lancaster had to travel ten or eleven miles when the town
meetings were held in the meeting-house of the second pre-
cinet ; there was clashing and division of interest in relation
to schools, bridges and roads, and finally, there were inhabit-
ants enough fo form two respectable towns. It is not sur-
prising therefore that apetition in favor of a division was signed
by prominent inhabitants, as will be seen by the fril]r:\\'inj__f
names : Jonathan Kendal, Jonathan White, James Pratt,
{i:-r:a]:_i-"-m Flagg, Joseph Carter, Jonas Wyman, Jeremiah
Haskell, Ephraim Carter, jr., Nath. Beaman, Daniel Rugg, jr.,
Timothy Whiting, Samuel Adams. The petition was hrief,
and in these words.

“We the subseribers ]‘)(".lil'll!l] to the gelectmen of Laneas-
ter, to call a town meeting forthwith, to see if the fown will
choose a committee to send to the treneral court to see i['Illi"\'
will divide the town as the line now stands.” o Gaeta

The town, September 25, voted to appoint a committee to
go to the general court, and present the general wish that
the town might be divided, according to the terms of the
above petition. The men chosen were Capt. Ephraim Carter,
jr., Capt. Benjamin Richardson and Mr. Thomas Brown.

The petition for the division of the town was granted by
the general court, in _-‘11:1']1’:__'1 781, with the following line he-
tween Lancaster and Sterling. * Beginning upon the south
east corner of Leominster, and from thence to run a line east
twenty-one degrees south, one hundred and sixty perch;

and from thence to run south eight degrees west, two miles
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and an half, and twenty perch, which distance will be due
west from Jonas Fairbank’s house ; and from thenee to run
sonth e ]wlnu I t]t-'=1:-v- west, to a certain I)] ice called the foot

f the Scar, and extending on south line 1mi|ILal shall strike

of
the line of the town of Shrewsbury.” The new town was
' 1 s iz - Ay
named honor of lord Styrling, a general in the army.~« !
The act of incorporation required that Sterling should pay e

its !nupmlhm of the “several taxes already assessed upon
them ™ by ilu» town of Lancaster; that the poor supported
by the town of Lancaster, should be equally divided between
the two towns ; and that all the town stock should be equally
divided between the towns of Lancaster and Sterling. Josiah
Wilder, Esq., of Lancaster, was empowered to issue a war-
rant for the call of a town meeting for the organization of
the new town.

By a resolye of the general court, passed May 2, Mr. Wil-
der was empowered to issue a warrant to " some substantial
freeholder in Lancaster,” requiring him to warn a meeting
of the “inhabit: mts of the town qu: illiu d to vote for the pur-
pose of ¢hoosing town officers.” The resolve confirmed the
officers already chosen, sworn and residing in Lancaster, and
the warrant was directed by Esq. Wilder to Samuel Ward,
who issued a warrant for a town meeting, to be held in the
meeting-house, on the nineteenth of May, when all vacancies
in town offices caused by the separation of Sterling, were to
be filled. This meeting was duly held, and the town was put
in running order. Josiah Wilder, Esq., was chosen moder-
ator: William Greenleaf, town clerk; Nathaniel Beaman,
Moses Sawyer and Joseph Carter, selectmen. Dea. Cyrus
Fairbank was already town treasurer and continued in office

till Peter (Green was chosen in June. Other vacancies were'

filled, and the old town, with large territory still remaining,
started on a new career of glm\'fh till Clinton was set off i

the year 1850. The two towns contained about the same
number of inhabitants. Perhaps Lancaster had a few more
than Sterling. By the census of 1790, the two towns con-
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SALARY OF THE MINISTER.

oo
T

tained 2880 inhabitants : of these 1460 belonged to Lancas-
ter, leaving 1420 to Sterling.

The division of the town was followed by a new arrange-
ment of parish affairs. Before the second precinet was
erected in 1748, the whole town was a parish, and all paro-
chial business was done in town meeting. When Chocksett
became a parish, the remaining part of the town was also made
a parish, in connection with the first church, and for nearly
forty years the first precinct provided for the support of pub-
lic worship, appointed purish officers, and kept its own Rec-
ords. These Records have not come under the eye of the
writer, and it is not known that they are in existence. As
soon as Sterling was incorporated, the first precinet became
merged in the town of Lancaster, which heneeforth acted as a
parish, and in town meeting, annually raised the minister’s
salary ; and transacted all parochial affairs. Accordingly, at
a meeting of the town on the eighteenth of June, 1781, if
was voted to*“pay the Rev. Timothy Harrington, the pres-
ent vear, so much money as shall make good the original
contract ; and that he may in June draw on the freasurer half,
or in December following, for the remaining part; and that
the selectmen do estimate the draught from time to time, un-
tillhe shall have received so much in real value as would have
made his salary good, as if paid at the above time when stated
in November.” When seftled in 1748, My, Harvington was
offered £2000 for the 1?[]]‘1‘h.‘l.‘:(' of a parsonage, and £480 old
tenor, as an annual salary. He accepted the call on these
terms. The salary, says Willard, * was annually settled by
the price of the principal articles of life, £480 old tenor,
equal to £64 lawful money,” or $215.53. For a few years
the salary was as high as $300. The currency was so fluc-
tuating, it was necessary to fix it by the price of the neces-
sary articles of living. In 1783 the assessors were chosen a
committee to settle with Mr. Harrington, and see what salary
was due to him, and the treasurer was directed to give him a
note of hand, with interest for the balance due to him. From

® a
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296 HISTORY OF LANCASTER.

this time forward parish business occupied but little of the
time in town meeting, except at long intervals, when repairs
were made on the house of worship; collectors were choser
to collect a minister's tax, and action was taken to supply the
pulpit in Mr. Harrington’s old age, as well as to settle his
Successor.

In Aueust, 1785, Cyrus Fairbank, Timothy Whiting, jr.,
and -Illil:\llll:lh Whitney, were chosen a committee to inquire
into the state of the meeting-house, and see “ what repairs ave
necessary to be made, and make a calealation as near as they
can of rl.u- sum it will eost.” But before the meeting-house
could be repaired, it was necessary to raise money to pay the
expense. For this purpose it was voted to ¥ sell the oround
where the three hind seats on each side of the alley below were
built. and the back geat round the ;i::l”l'l'ii'.‘- together with the
oround where the long pews were built.” Probably an in-
I(‘L‘w:rr_ain_g aftendance made a demand for seats, and therefore
parts of the floor below and in the galleries, which had been
free, and perhaps but little occupied, had now a money value,
A committee was zllllu'rillii."i_.[ to sell the * ;,{'i‘lﬂl[lt{,” or room, ]y:_u
public auction. This having been done, the house was re-
paired “so far as the pew ground money” went, in purchas-
ing * elapboards, glass with new frames and sashes,” and in

building two new * porches, one on the south end, and one on

the north end The committee were Peter Green, Ephraim
Carter and Cyrus Fairbank. The enlargement of seating
room, made it necessary to reseat the house in part, and the
town voted that the selectmen should seat the house “upon
one poll, and real and personal estate.”

At a meeting held October 15, 1787, the question eame up
whether two services should be held in winter, when it was
voted that in the opinion of the town, the advanced age of the
Rev. Mr. Harrington may render it injurious to his health to
attend two services a day in the rigdr of the three winter
months ; therefore the town requests the Rey. Mr. Harring-
ton, \\'ilt"lll‘\"t’_'t‘ he finds it inconvenient to perform two services
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REPATRING THE MEETING-HOUSE, 337
a day in those months, or at any other season, to signify the
same to the congregation at the close of the first service."” The
deacons, Fairbank and Houghton, Ballard and Whiting were
chosen a committee to " wait on the Rey. Mr. 11:11'1']11}_‘_‘1:ﬁl with
a copy of the above vote.” i

The following extract from the Records will serve to show
how the minister was paid, and the money value of several
articles of produce, in old and in lawful money. * The arti-
cles on which the Rev. Timothy Harrington’s salary were stat-
ed as sold in the months of November and December, 1788,

Rye at 28sh. old tenor, : | ; 5 M U
Indian corn, 21sh. ¢ . ; ; . ] 157-10=0
Beef, 1sh. 4d. wi : : . : 160— 0-0
Porlk, 1sh. 6 3-4d. ¢ . : : : . 95-15-0
Old tenor, . : - . : . £558- 50

In lawful money, £73, 15, 4:” or nearly $250.00.

At the March meeting, 1789, it was voted “to hire preach-
ing whenever Mr. Harrington’s want of health should render
him unable to preach,” and deacons Fairbank and Houghton,
with Israel Atherton, Esq., were chosen a committee for that
purpose.

The roof of the meeting-house having been found * defective
and leaky in every part to sucha degree’as torender it impos-
gible to repair it to any good purpose without shingling,” the
committee on repairing the house were directed to shingle it.

The March meeting, 1791, directed the tllll.l committéento
complétg the repairs of the inside of the meeting-house in
the most prudent manner.” In the May meeting the report
of a committee appointed to sell “ pew ground ” was accepted,
from which it appears that fifteen pews in the galleries had been
sold, and paid for by notes of hand; and that two pews had
been set up where the women's stairs stood: and the same
number where the men’s stairs stood; and four others had
been “taken off the body seats” on the men’s and women’s
sides of the house. Thus twenty-three seats were made avail-
able for revenue.

22
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The report of the committee for “ hiring preaching the year
past,” presented to the March meeting, in 1792, shows that
Messrs. Alden Bradford, afterwards Secretary of State, Thad-
deus M. Harris, afterwards Rev. Dr. Harris of Dorchester,
Joseph Davis, and Daniel C. Sayfnders, afterwards president
of the college in Burlington, Vt., had preached here, and re-
ecived about one hundred and five dollars therefor, besides
hoard. At the same meeting, March 12, the town voted “ that
: during the life of the Rev, Timothy Harrington—

acolle ague
he settled as soon as the minds of the inhabitants, and circum-
stances of the town will permit; and after to mnlmuv pastor
and thinister among us.” And a committee of seven was
chosen to treat with Mr. Harrington "l'(m::.llin;: his inclina-
tion I‘U.-allz’t'iillg such t'u“i‘all'_{tlt" 3. and also f'nllt:hil:j_f_ himself
and the'town ; and to supply the desk for the space of twelve
weeks with 1.1:’|'.~k:>1].-' as candidates for settlement.” A highly
respectable committee was raised for this delicate business,
viz., John Sprague, Esq., Dea. John Whiting, Israel Ather-
ton, Esq., Dea. Josiah Ballard, Capt. Samuel Ward, Capt.
Ephraim Carter, jr., and Dea. Benjamin Houghton. This
committee reported to a meeting held July 2, that they had
conferred with Rev. T. Harrington “ touching the several sub-
jects, agreeably to their instructions,” and had supplied the
desk twelve Sabbaths. The committee were :-untinuml. and
the town voted to " hear Mr. Thayer a further time.

On the fourteenth of August the 1(:\\ gL voted “to set apart
Thursday, the sixth day of September, for a day of infm”
and prayer, to preparé the town for se Ithn_t_r a colleague ” with
Mr. Harrington ; and the committee were directed to wait on
Myr. Harrington, and desire him to write to such of the neigh-
boring ministers as hw might choose, to join the town in
keeping the fast, dnrl some one to preach ‘discourses suitable
to the oceasion’.

Ded;!Fairbank seems to have thought that the town had
heard candidates enough, and on his motion, the town, on
the last day of the year, voted that the town * decline, at
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present, employing any person to supply the desk in future,
but those whom they had heard before.” But those having
“itching ears,” at the next meeting, January 14,1793, secured
a reconsideration of the vote, and the way was opened for a
new list, The old ecommittee were excused from further ser-
vice, perhaps at their own request, and the following gentle-
men were charged with the arduous service. Capt. James
Carter, Capt. John Maynard, Mr. Jonas Fairbank, William
Stedman, Esq., and Mr. Daniel Stearns.

At the April meeting two hundred pounds, lawful money,
were raised for the * purpose of discharging the parson’s sal-
ary, and supplying the desk ” for the current year.

However, the “ minds of the town * seem soon to have been
united, and the church gave Mr. Nathaniel Thayer a call to
settle in the gospel ministry as a colleague with Mr. Harring-
ton, during the life of the latter, and after his decease, it Mr.
Thayer should survive him. The town, at a meeting held
June 3, voted * unanimously, that Mr. Nathaniel Thayer be
settled with us as colleague with the Rev. Mr, Harrington,
during the life of Mr. Harrington ; and our minister. if he
survives Mr. Harrington, should Mr. Thayer agree to settle
as our Minister as above expressed.”

The Iiall:;\\'in;_f committee of fifteen was chosen by the town
to consult with Mr. Thayer in regard to terms of settlement,
and report in the afternoon: John Sprague, William Sted-
man, Israel Atherton, Josiah Ballard, Ebenezer Allen, Moses
Sawyer, Ebenezer Torrey, Jonathan Wilder, Jonas Fairbank,
Ephraim Carter, jr., Joseph Wales, Cyrus Fairbank, Eli
Stearns, Timothy Whiting, jr., and Benjamin Houghton. The
committee reported * that the sum of two hundred pounds be
given him as a Bettlement ; the sum of ninety pounds annually
during the life of Mr. Harrington, as Salary : and after the
decease of Rev. Mr. Harrington,the sum of one hundred
and twenty pounds annually as salary.” The report of the
committee was accepted, and a committee of three was raised,
to join with a committee of the church, to present Mr. Thayer




HISTORY OF LANCASTER.

340

the * doings of the church and town relative to his settling in
the work of the gospel ministry, in this place, and to request
his congiderat ion thereof and answer thereto.” The committee
were John Sprague, William Stedman and Israel Atherton,
esquires. Mr. '1;]1;1}1'-.1- accepted the call in a letter which will
be given in connection with the history of the church, in the
next chapter.

The settling of a minister, in former times, was a memo-
rable event, and it will be interesting in all time to come, to
read the Ill't)n_‘t'\'l.]illl'_"r-' of the town on the occasion of Mr.
Thayer's settlement. The whole action of the town evinces
a high estimate of the Christian ministry ; a delicate and rev-
erent regard for the feelings of their aged minister; a suit-
able appreciation of their new choice, and the proper self-
respect of an intelligent community. In these days, when
ministers “come as visions ; so depart ;” when they are called
in a hurry, and sometimes thrust out without ceremony, it is
refreshing to recall the more dignified, kindly and respectable
methods of our fathers.

A meeting to make preparation for the ordination was held
on the twenty-sixth of August, when Mr. Thayer was “re-
quested to address the Throne of Grace. Which being done,
it was voted that Mr. Thayer * have the thanks of the town for
his petition, etc. for the Divine Blessing.” A committee of
five was chosen to confer with the pastor elect on “such time
and modes of payment of his settlement and salary as may
be best adapted to his circumstances, and the convenience and
interest of the town.” The committee were Israel Atherton,
Samuel Ward, Ebenezer Torrey, Timothy Whiting, jr., Eph-
raim Carter, jr. Another committee of five was raised, viz.,
John Whiting, Benjamin Houghton, Josiah Ballard, Cyrus
Fairbank and Ebenezer Allen, all but the last deacons, to con-
fer with Messrs. Harrington and Thayer on the time and man-
ner of conducting the solemnity, [of ordination, ] and transact
any “other matter or thing that 1;1111111 be thonght necessary
for a decent and happy performance and conclusion of the
whole subject.”
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Then a committee of three was elected by ballot for the
purpose of contracting with some person or persons to make
provision for the ordination of Mr. Nathaniel Thayer, tupon
such terms and in such manner as they shall judge will he
most for the honor and interest of the town. Eli Stearns,
Oliver Carter, Joseph Wales were the committee.

The same meeting authorized the sale of one of the best
long seats on each side of the middle aisle for pews, and thus
raise money to pay for repairs. The committee for repairing
the meeting-house were then “directed to plaster g# white-
wash, and support the floors and galleries™ in such manner
as fioht be suitable and safe for the ordination services, A
crowd was always expected on such oceasions. Not only the
town’s folk, but people from all adjacent towns were acecus-
tomed to attend. And they were always treated with the
greatest hospitality, every family keeping open house for vis-
itors.

A vote was then passed directing the selectmen to make
such repairs in the pulpit as \\"}i{{hl be for the convenience of
Mr. Thayer.” Wednesday, the ninth of October, was fixed
upon as the day of ordination. This was more Than year
after the candidate first [Fl'l_'éil']l"‘f] in the l'al;iu'i-.

There was another meeting on the sixteenth of September,
when the committee on repairs were instructed to * paint the
front-work of the galleries, the pulpit, and the deacons’ seat.”
The same day the committee on providing for the ordination,
were “authorized to assign seats for the church, council, and
singers, and to appoint snitable persons to guard the same,
and the door, and preserve due order in and about the meet-
ine-house on the day (II:\lrl‘lhil"lfilrli.“

The ordination took ]:1:“'-:- at the .'!]qmilllml time. The or-
der of the services will find the appropriate place in the next
chapter. Two or three items, however, remain to make the
narrative complete. The committee to confer with Mr. Thayer
on the “time and modes of payment of his settlement and

il

salary,” made a report which was adopted, as follows : “ that

/793
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one hundred pounds be paid to the Rev. Nathaniel Thayer,
in one vear from the day of his ordination, without interest ;
and that an obligation be given him for the payment of the
other hundred pounds of his settlement, payable in two years
from the day of his ordination, with interest from that day
till paid.” The annual salary was to be paid half-yearly, on
the first of March and September. This action was on the
h\-c_m.\'_tirsl of October, when the town voted to raise two
}1[1111[I't‘k1 l}tllllll]n' for T]Il' settlement, ™ itgl't_'l'iiljl'_" to the I'L_"}HJJ'I
of the committee.”

The committee of entertainment presented their account
of expenses at the ordination, amounting to nearly £57, or
about one hundred and ninety dollars, and the amount was
“immediately assessed for the purpose of discharging the ac-
count of the committee.” Then voted that the thanks of the
town be “ presented to Messrs. Joseph Wales, Oliver Carter
and Eli Stearns for their timely and usgeful exertions in pre-
I!.'H'ili_u' suitable ]_!I'U\'i.‘\iiill._ ete., for the ordaining couneil, and
for the polite manner in which they conducted the business of
attending upon them ; and that their freely rendering this ser-
vice be recorded in grateful remembrance of their generosity.”

It was voted, unanimously, to request a copy of the Ser-
mon, Charge and Right Hand of Fellowship) for the press,
and Messrs. Ebenezer Torrey, Timothy Whiting, jr., and Is-
rael Atherton were chosen a committee to procure those pro-
ductions. The sermon and other parts were to be printed by
subscription, and the town treasurer was directed to subseribe
for one hundred copies, for the use of the town, to be dis-
posed of as follows, viz. * Twenty copies for the Rev. Na-
thaniel Thayer; twelve for the Rev. David Osgood; six for
the president of the university at Cambridge ; sixteen, being
one for each of the Rev. clergy who assisted at the council
at the ordination ; and forty-six to be distributed among such
heads of families belonging to the church and congregation
as shall choose to receive them gratis.” -
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MONUMENT TO MR. HARRINGTON, 343
The dogs of the town seem to have become demoralized
towards the end of the century, necessitating the following
action, on the thirteenth of August, 1794, *1Ii being the in-
11i.~'11('11.*:1i)|i' f]lli}-’ of every citizen to promote ;,:‘nrn{l Ui‘ﬂl.‘l':illd
decorum in time of public worship, on the Lord’s day, and
there having been frequent disturbances in and about the meet-
ine-house at those times, voted that the inhabitants be earn-
estly reguested to confine their dogs at home, in future, on
Sundays, in order to prevent like disturbances ; and that the
town may not be under the disagreeable necessity of "u]illll-
ing some other method to remedy go great an 11!(0“\( nience.
November 3, those persons who usually * fade use of the
pillows in the meeting-house to hang their hats on” were re-
quested to find some other place for them. At the same time
the selectmen were directed'to open a pass:
of the pews on the side galleries, and to

oe-way in front

assign seats there for
the people of color.'

The Rev. Timothy Harrington died on the eighteenth of
December, 1795. His salary had been paid as usus 1al, while he
lived, and the town, at an adjournment of the March meeting,
held on the fourth day of April, 1796, voted to appropriate
one hundred and four dollars and fifty-six cents for the “ pay-
ment of the funeral expenses of our late Rev. Pastor, Tim-
othy Harrington, deceased, and other incidental charges.”

At -um-:‘ti_liﬂ‘ in April, 1797, Rev. Nathaniel Thayer, John
Sprague and John Whiting were ¢ i:mvu a ¢ umn;muv fo erect
suitable gravestones in me mory ui \ii Harrington,, with such
inscriptiond thereon as Shiowle Hrv]-mlwl for the subject.” The
gravestones cost sixteen dollars. The inscription will be
found in the Notes on the Old Burying Yard.

An order for clearing and cutting the brush in the bury-
ing-ground, amounted to two dollars and a quarter. It is not
specified whether the Old Yard or the Old Common Yard was
meant. Subsequently, 1799, the matter of appointing a sex-
ton or sextons to take care of the burying-places, was refer-
red to the selectmen, who were authorized to carry it into
effect.
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The record of the town, in its capacity as a parish, will be
ereditably elosed, for the last century, by the following ac-
tion, l:i!{t"ll_. April 3, 1797, on a report made by Daniel Ruge,
Ephraim Carter, John Sprague, John Whiting and Eli Stearns,
“ The committee to whom was referred the article relative to
singing, beg leave to report that it will be f‘K[aH]Et‘]ll‘ for the
encouragement and promotion of knowledge in that part of
religious worship, & sum be granted and assessed with the
minister’s tax of seventy-five dollars for the support of a sing-
ine-school.” The report was accepted, and the money raised.

The setting up of Sterling having been effected, a few
points remained to be adjusted between the mother and daugh-
ter. May 19, 1781, the town clerk and selectmen were ap-
pointed a committee to " recover the town of Lancaster’s books
from Sterling.” Commiftees were chosen to perambulate the
line of division, and alse to divide the town stock and ar-
range about the division of the poor who received town sup-
port. Probably the wishes of these objeets of bounty were
regarded, by placing them in the towns towhich they belonged
by hirth or residence. -

A project was before the town, at different times. to unite
with some of the neighboring towns, in establishine a work-
house and almshouse in common, but it does not appear that
any permanent plan was ever adopted.

All matters of dispute between Lancaster and Sterline were
finally adjusted, by the following agreement, bearing date No-
vember 1, 1784, “We the subseribers, selectmen of the towns
of Lancaster and Sterling have this day reckoned and settled,
and received in full for all aceounts .'1),:':151%.1 said towns, and
have agreed that all the accounts which shall be brought
against said towns, shall be paid by the towns they originated
from ; and have divided all town stock, and poor of said town,
agreeable to the act of the general court for the division of
suid towns, called the incorporating act. In witness whereof
we have set our hands.” Signed |;3_; Nathaniel Beaman, Jona.
Wilder, Jonas Fairbank, jr., for Lancaster ; and Israel Moore,

Benj. Richardson, and Josiah Kendall. jr., for Sterling,
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subsequently it was agreed that the line between the towns

should be aceording as those living on the border were taxed,

Thiz accounts for the jagged and unsightly look of the
map, made by running the line, ?.ilf_"jf..'l'_:'.il‘tlllllil farms which
lay on either side of a straight line. Suchfolly-has net sinee e
been-allowed to disficure anyv-other part of the town’s lines.

Asstated already, the town had before it the question, how
to support those who were unable to support themselves;
and in this rl'nnt'l.'iinll. was the other 1[I:1-:-'l"1\|r1. what shounld
be done with the idle and dissolute, who would not support
themselves, nor their children. For many vears there was
neither almshouse nor workhouse. The vicious, when their
presence could be endured no longer. were warned out of
town, if they had no legal residence here; or were handed
over to the county jailer.

The poor were kindly treated. Sometimes aid was rend-
ered to families. There is the record of a woman receiving =
aid from the town for taking care of her husband. Like cases
when one relative eared for another, are found. Some were
boarded at the expense of the town, in families which would
receive them. They were expected to work on the farm
or in the house, so far as they were able. This diminished
the cost to the town. The children of such parents were to
be sent to school aceording to the requirements of the law.
[t was the duty of the town authorities to take the place of
parents towards children whose natural guardians were un-
able or unwilline to take good care of them. They were hound
out to farmers or mechanies, and so trained to habits of in-
dustry and thrift. The men who took them into their service,
were under bonds to feed and elothe them, and to give them
training in business, as well as a fixed time to attend school.
Towards the elose of the century, there appears to have been an
unusual number of children needing the guardianship of the
fathers of the town. Itis believed that the town has an hon-
orable record in regard to its treatment of her unfortunate
children.
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In 1791 the selectmen put an ancient law into working or-
der, by instructing the constables to warn out of town certain
.-qu-.»ili.vd persons. The edict was issued several times between
January and April, and more than a hundred persons, male
and female. with their children, and all under their care, were
ordered to depart. The warning reached high and low alike.
Jacob Fisher, Michael Newhall and Eli Stearns, were in the
number. An extract from the Records, March 11, 1791, will
illustrate a curious phase of life in preceding generations.
The mandate
“You are directe
Sprague, late of _l\nf_ltl_‘r-ltl, in the county of Plymouth, Esq.,
and “gheriff of the eounty of Worcester, John Maynard, late

18 irJ lllt’ consts l]ll‘*& in Iht words lnlln\\m”

Iu) warn and “’I\I‘II(JII{(‘ unto the Hon. John

of Framingham, in the county of Middlesex, Esq., Edmund
Heard, late of Worcester. in the county of Worcester, ]‘:%ri.,
Ebenezer Torrey, late of Boston, in the county of Suffolk,

‘wentleman, William Stedman, late of Cambridge, in the coun-

ty of Middlesex, Esq., Merrick Rice, late of Brookfield, in the

county of Worcester, ‘Fentleman, and Joseph Wales, late of

Braintree, in the county of Suffolk, ¢entleman, who have late-
ly come into this town for the purpose of abiding therein, not
having obtained the town’s consent therfor, that they respec-
tively depart the limits thereof, \\11]; their children and all un-
der their care within fifteen days.

Judge Sprague had been in the town about twenty years,
and had already represented the town in the general court not
less than four years. The others were frequently in responsible
offices. How then can we account for this apparent freak,

and make that seem veasonable which appears absurd? It

was the law that no one conld gain a residence without lh:'
consent of the town, and when persons moved in whose pres-
ence was not desirable, they were warned to depart. In the
case of new comers who were welcome. nothing was done,
and in process of time, perhaps half the people of a town
would be in the category of those whowere liable to he warned
off. Tt is conjectured that about the date above named, a
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LEGAL DOMICILE. 347
number of people came hither, who for various reasons, were
not wanted, and ‘that in warning them to depart, strict im-
partiality was used towardsall who had not obtained the town’s
consent to set up their homes in Lancaster. The warning
having been given, those whose presence was desired, could
easily get permission, while the others would be obliged to
return to their legal domicile, or " seek fresh fields and pas-
tures new.” Fortunately for them the commonwealth was
large enough to give every man a home,

Seven years later, there was an article in the warrant, May
2, 1798,%0 Tquire in what manner citizens of the town who
wetre not lawfully settled herein, might become so; and the sub-
ject was referred to a committee of three, viz., John Sprague,
William Stedman, and Timothy Whiting, jr. The result
came out in this form at an adjourned meeting: *that the
subject of that article be referred to the assessors, they to
communicate with the committee thereupon, and receive from
them thie resulty of their fquiries, and thereafter to act their
diseretion 1't"|:!T."rH_L1' thereto.”

During the revolutionary war, nothing was done in relation
to the education of the young besides keeping the schools as
usual. No changes by way of improvement, and no addition
to the annual appropriation could be expected in such a time.
At thg annual meeting, 1780, the town voted to raise the sum
of £8,000 for schooling. Nothing was done in regard to the
grammar school, but probably it was continued. The grant
was in the depreciated currency, and perhaps was equal to
$270.00.

The next year Sterling was set off, with about half of the
territory, and nearly that proportion of the children of school
age. But the appropriation for schools was made before the
division. The sum raised for schools was eight thousand
pounds, when the “ price of aman’s labor ” was fixed at twelve
pounds a day in summer, and nine pounds in winter. The
method of keeping the grammar school was not changed.
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At the annual meeting in 1782, eighty pounds were raised
to * be schooled out in squadrons as formerly.” This was the
sum granted in years before by the undivided town. The word
¢ ,.!“I_-“l;-.m ¥ a8 ;1[}11“(‘~] to divisions of the town for school pur-
poses, seems to have come into general use about the time of
the revolution. This year the price of a man’s lubor was three
shillings to the last of September ; and two shillings for the
remainder of the year. The next two years the same sum
Was :||-]r||'<-|] to schooling. The currency was greatly improved.

But in 1785, a step was taken in advance. The sum de-
voted to schools was, £100, and a committee was chosen to
s i%u,nirn- into Hu-_1_§ii"1i"]}1-irm of the several school squadrons,
and make a new 'j':‘g‘li|:11ir:n so that there may be a ‘.-'C':lill.'{r._[]'n]]
or squadrons so large, nearly in the center of the town, as
will be sufficient to maintain a grammar school through the
year.” Gershom Flage with the Assessors, who were Nathan-
iel Beaman, Ephraim Carter, jr., Timothy Whiting, jr. and
Moses Smith constituted the committee. They reported to
the adjourned meeting, April 4, when the town voted that
George Hill squadron and the Neck squadrons [there were
1\\'{:] should keep the erammar school that vear, and that nine
pounds additional should be raised for schooling, the said
squadrons to have the benefit thereof. This included the whole
of the Neck, on the east and west roads, South Lancaster and
Greorge hill ; in short, a laree majority of the town and prob-
ably a still larger proportion of taxable property.

The town at the same time authorized the purchase of ™ the
back part of My, Sprague’s house for a workhouse,” on the
ground doubtless, that the idle and vagrant needed some whole-
some discipline. Probably nothing was done in recard to the
workhouse, as the matter came up the next year, in another
shape.

The annunal meeting in 1786, took action in recard to schools
.-ai:'nil:ﬂ- to that of the year }1{>T}_:_['t~. The question came up as
to what measures the town woettld take ™ with divers idle, dis-

solute and disorderly persons and poor families ™ who had
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t'nll[]i'i]]lllllll'tii“ru. yut hl‘] fl“[' Ll|i]l‘l]'ll‘ “]h,”;][”“\ ].1]5]('
in.” The town also considered h]v best measures for proyid-
itl"' for the "sll]llml'l and 1'"'Il]t ation of the children of poor

and improyident parents * and for preventing the bane-
fuliinduenceof Indolence and inte mperance * that” too much
ln-s-\'.-ulmi, ' Another article for consideration related to unit ing
with the towns of Huarvard and Bolton in building a \\m'lé-
house. E

Votes were passed in favor of the joint workhouse, and

removing the idle and dissolute not gnined a resi-
dence. With regard to the neglected children, the following
important action was taken. The selectmen \\'L’l'i_'ul_{il'g_‘_l'liwI to
attend illllll.(‘:]i:ilf'l_\' to the eirecumstances of the l;”m]_ [.';nnil';ﬁ.;.
in thefown who Wete likely to become chargeable, and to bind
or put out to good masters, or into good familsgs, all children
which by law they were impowered to put out, to the end that
the* rising generation in this Fown hu'-if{ not be brought up
in fdleness, {onorance and vice.”

The joint workhouse project failed of coneurrence.

The appropriation and division of the school money con-
tinued the same in the two succeeding years, with the follow-
ing illl]m]‘l’llli modifications which were presented and approv-

ed, May 12, 1788.
kil Iup(n.lh for a ‘Tl"lllllii u Yown school.  On condition the
town will vote to any squadron in town twelve pounds to sup-
port a Grammar 8chool for the space of one year, and also Vote
that the "_t'uhm-ri]u-rs may be a gquadron in town, and draw
their own money as gther 8quadrons do, the subseribers do
éngage to become a fquadron_agreeable to such vote, and to
support such #chool for that term on the following plan. 1.
ArithmBtie, Grammar and other Arts beneficial to the rising
generation, shall be tayght in said school. 2. No scholar shall
be admitted into u-|i:l school who cannot read the Psalter well
without spe ]]m'- 3. The%chool shall be quarterly visited and
inspected by a ¢ommittee of five persons, whereof the minis-
ter of the'town for the time being shall be Chairman. Two
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of the four shall be chosen by the town, and two by the squad-
ron. 4, The fown may at any time vote minors into the school,
whose parents are unable to educate them there, paying their
proportion for each §cholar so voted in, and by a committee
Yote in gchool affairs, on equal principles with subscribers, and
be considered as part of the squadron while they have one or
more sehiolars in the school. 5. And whereas the money which
the said squadron may draw as their ']')l'ujlut'l"mn of the school
money eranted by the town, may not be suflicient to defray
Hn:

wise raised, ’tis therefore provided that any person may send

charges of the $chool, and the remainder must be other-

one scholar, paying their proportion of the money so other-

wisc raised, and tg be averaged by the number of scliolars in
[ - = = g 1

said school, such schiplars being entered for one Fear at least,

and no person not being of the squadron, shall send more

than one when the number of scholars shall amoynt to thirty.
. M Lk ¢ R =

6. The squadronshall have the sole direction of th \:.:_-}‘(.'i]:':l[]f,‘-'t] far
as is consistent with the f'(ll't';:tzin;:"i_l[:tll.“ The subscribers to
the school were John Sprague, William Greenleaf, William
Locke, John Ballard, Michael Newhall, Jonas Wyman, Nathan-
iel Willard, Edmund Heard, Moses Smith, Josiah Wilder,
Samuel Ward, Israel Atherton and Peter Thurston. The
town voted the conditional twelve pounds for one year.

The same arrangement was continued in the year following.
It was in this year that the general court enacted the law au-
thorizing towns to divide themselves into districts for school
purposes, which Mr. Mann considered the * most unfortunate
law ever enacted in the state” in relation to the schools. The
town immediately acted under the law, and on the tenth of
May, 1789, formed several squadrons or distriets. One was
called the northern squadron, and was * formed of the follow-
ing persons and estates,” and the school-house was placed at
the * eross of the roads south of William Hosley’s,” now Joseph
Farwell’s. The names of Willard and Farwell are still com-
mon in that section of the town. The Whites, whose head-
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quarters were at the fork of the roads west of Still river bridge,

have no representative in the neighborhood.

Samuel Sanderson, Paul Willard,

John Willard, John White,

Oliver Tenney, Leonard Farwell,
Jona. Tenney, Abner Whitney,
Samuel Stevens, Peter Tenney,

Jona. Willard, William Willard, jr.,
John White, jr., Simon Willard,

Frank Davis, Benjamin W. Willard,
Jonathan. White, Jotham Woods,
Abijah White, Nathaniel Willard, jr.,
William Hosley, John White, 8d.

William Willard,
Another squadron, with a school-house at Col. Henry Has-
kell’s, north of the Brick tavern, was formed of the follow ing
persons and their estates.

Henry Haskell, Timothy Barret,
John Richards, Jere Pratt,
Daniel Knicht, Peter Sticney,
Joseph Farwell, William Deputron,
Peter Atherton, Peter Willard,
Ebenezer Pratt, jr., John Campbell,
Daniel Willard, Benjamin Priest,
Jona. Stone, Joseph Priest,

fv2e,\ Solomen Goodfry, Jacob Zwedr,
Lemuel Barret, Asa Wyman.

[sracl Butler,

To the squadron of Edward Robbins in the northwest part
of the town, the following persons were added : Daniel Rugg,
Manassah Knicht, Jacob Kilbourn, Daniel Johnson, Widow
Knight and Samuel Rugg.

On the geventh of June, 1790, the town accepted the re-
port of a committee, which provided for the building of a
“ Latin grammar school ” near the house of Rev. Mr. Harring-
ton, and raised one hundred pounds for the support of the
English grammar school, to be divided among the several
school slll-:;nh'un.-c upon the same principle as before, with the
exception that an appropriation of fifteen pounds should be
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annually deducted from the two center squadrons, viz., the
Neck and George hill, so called, which sum was to be used in
support of the Latin grammar school, provided such a school
should be kept in a school-house situated in the most conven-
ient central spot in the town.

The " most central spot ™ was not considered, on reflection,

to be near Mr. Harrington’s, whose house was in front of the p

residence of Mr. Thayer: and therefore, the town, on the
fourth of October, voted to place the Latin grammar school-
house on the “common land south side of the road opposite
Gen. Greenleaf’s garden.” Gen. Greenleaf lived in the Man-
sion house, so ecalled, and the school-house was placed near
the house of Daniel Stowell.  From this it appears that the
town owned “ common land ™ in the vicinity of Mur. Stowell’s
and the railroad station. The school-house stood there, and
there many children received a good education, during two
oenerations. 'Fhehonse-was moved-to the Old - Commen, and.
thenoe to—sonthbuncaster.

The plan of the house reported by the committee did not
suit the town, whereupon another committee was chosen who
immediately reported that the house should be ™ 28 feet long
and 22 feet in breadth, with 12 feet posts, with nine windows,
24 squairs of glass each, and a porch in front 10 feet by 7,
with #wo windows 12 squairs each, two éhimneys, one at each
end of said house, and to be seated within as the committee
for building said house shall direct.” Deacon Cyrus Fairbank,
Capt. John Maynard and Mr. Jonas Lane were chosen a build-
ing committee.

In 1791, the town raised one hundred and forty-seven pounds
for schools, and appropriated the money as in the year preced-
ing. Efforts were made to satisfy the minds of the people in
regard to the division of the money, and the support of the
Latin grammar school, but nothing permanent was effected.

The appropriation, the next year was one hundred and fifty
pounds, and the money was divided according to the follow-
ing plan, by which it appears that the town was now arranged
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SCHOOL SQUADRONS. 353

g
i¢ thirteen squadrons. The committee to whom the matter
was referred, found that it would be impracticable at that time
to alter the bounds of the squadrons so as to make an equi-
table division of the money, and gave their opinion that the
“several squadrons as they then stood ” ought to draw their
several parts of one hundred pounds which might be raised
for the support of the English grammar schools in the follow-
ing proportions, viz.

Neck, [ present Center] . . = £15=3=9
George hill, . " . . ! . : 14-19-10
Old Common, : i i . ; ; 5=10- 0
William Willard, [north east] : : : T— 4- 5
Simon Willard, [f_)ll_] No. 3, east h'il.]l‘} . : LTl o

James Goodwin, [Lunenburg road] . ; 6= 7- 9
Henry Haskell, [Shirley road] . : A 4-16- 8
Ebenezer Allen, {New Boston| Chyecln . 7=1- 0
<. Cyrus Fairbank, [Deers Horns] . : . 8-10- 0
Aaron Lyon, [No. 3, west side] . y ‘ 8-13-. 2

Walnut swamp, [Ballard lli]l]- - i R 1 2 ) A
William Tooker, [Clinton] ) . . ; . 8- 1-10
Stephen Wilder, ¢ ISl Weosta ) - 2— 9- 8

£100—0—0

“ And should the town appropriate one hundred and fifty
pounds for schooling, that fifty pounds of the same be appro-
priated for the support of the Latin grammar School in the
same way and manner as in the last year.” The committee
were John Sprague, Israel Atherton, William Stedman, Tim-
othy Whiting, jr., Samuel Ward. The idea does not seem
as yet to have dawned on the town that all the children should
have equal opportunities for education, but only according to
the taxes of their parents or guardians.

At an adjournment of the annual meeting in 1793, held
April 1, much business was done in relation to schools. First,
one hundred pounds, lawful money, were appropriated for the

23
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HISTORY OF LANCASTER.

support of the English grammar, and sixty-five pounds for

the Latin erammar schools, to be applied as in the last year.
The following men were chozsen to “ inspect the schools " : John
Sprague, William Stedman, Israel Atherton, Esq. This is the
first record of a visiting committee. It had always been the
duty of the minister, but Mr. Harrington was now too infirm
to do the service.

Next a committee of six,—John Spracgue, William Sted-
man, Israel Atherton, ’E”IIIIH”I_'\ \\-|lili:ij_1‘.‘-|1'.. l‘«:[H‘II'l'u {'.II.[,
Samuel Ward and Mr. Benjunin W. Willard—was chosen to
“report g uniform method tobe observed by i|Il'.‘_:‘;i']HH’-[—rll.'!.‘ili'l"i
in fown for teaching schools in future.” Then a committee
of three was raised ” for hivine a Latin grammar school-master”

for the year (’11~'EIEII;'. Ebenezer Torrey, Timothy Whiting,

jr., and Eli Stearns were charged with this duty.

Later in the year, the two squadrons, known as Col. Has-
kell's and Salmon Gogdfry’s were united, and the “people
called Shakers”™ had the privilege of " drawing their own
money, and schooling it out in their own way.”

The report of the committee appointed to propose a uni-
form method of instruction in the schools was not made till
January 7, 1794, by which time Rev. Nathaniel Thayer was
in position to render assistance, for which the town voted
grateful acknowledgments. The report is too long for inser-
tion, but some of its regulations may be given in an abridged
form. 1. The grammar school was to admit all who could read
the English language hy spelling the same. 2. The third class
was to consist of those who could read by spelling, and they
were to be taught to spell the words in the lessons without
the book. They were also to attend to aceents. 3. The second
class was to read without spelling the words, and they were
to use the Dictionary in spelling. They were to study Gram-
mar and apply its rules in reading. Then they were to learn
to write. 4. The first class was to advance to the study of
Arithmetie and Geography. 5. The same rules, substantially
applied to the scholars in the distriet schools. 6. Persons
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TEXT BOOKS.— NEW DISTRICTS. 355
qualified for the study of Latin and Greek, were to take up
those languages if their parents desired it. 7. The books
prescribed were these : Perry’s Spelling Book and Grammar,
Perry’s Diectionary, the Bible, Pike’s Arithmetie, Morse’s
Abridgment of his Geography. The Latin and Greek au-
thors were to be selected by the committee. They recommended
that the town provide school-hooks for the scholars, but that
one book might be used !_;_\' more than one scholar. That .5.=_.
the same book would go from one to another. They also ad-
vised that teachers should obtain certificates of their qualifica-
tions, according to law, before beginning their schools., One
hundred pounds were appropriated for the support of the
English grammar schools, and seventy pounds for the Latin
grammar school. The committee to inspeet schools were
Messrs. Thayer, Sprague, Timothy Whiting, jr., John Whit-
ing, Stedman, Ward and Eli Stearns.

T'wo hundred ]HJIIJI‘I.‘-'\ were devoted to schools in 1 95, seven-
ty of which went to the Latin school. Salaries and fuel were
included. The town was districted anew for the purpose of
lessening the number of schools, and increasing their dura-
tion. The three northern districts were reduced to two, and
the two in the southeast were united in one. The Neck and
Old Common districts were formed into two. The several

districts were to be known by numbers as follows, viz.

The school-house near Leonard Farwell, . ! .. No. 1
] 1 in the northwest, . . - U
A - near Jeremiah Ballard, . » SR
¢ o ¢ Samuel Wilder, [ George hill] o 4
&t £ ¢ the corner of4Wm. Phelps,
[L:lnl.' (e r.éaif];_"l d . | hEeh
£ < ¢ Dea. J. Wales, [Neck]™. o e EETD
& § *  Amos Sawyer, [Deers Horns] ¢ 7
5 5 south of Prescott’s mills, [Clinton] ¢ 8
3 £ near Edward Fuller, [ rlf’.'IS_‘mLIgt-‘ )

The committee reported that the town should build the

school-houses ; that the money for schooling should be divi-
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ded among the schools according to the number of scholars
from four N twenty years of age; and that the Latin school
should be suspended two months in the year, between De-
coember 20 and February 20 ; and that the money thus saved,
should be "averaged upon the five smallest and most distant
districts.” It appears, however, from the Records that ten
districts were retained.

Federal money came into use in 1796, and two hundred
and seventy-five dollars of it were appropriated for the sup-
port of the Latin grammar school ; and five hundred dollars
for the other schools. Nothing was done, as yet, in the way
of building the new school-houses. In some districts there
were old houses ; in some, barns, shops and rooms in dwell-
ing-houses were used.

The appropriation in 1797 took off twenty-five dollars from
the Latin grammar school, probably because the time had been
shortened. An important modification of the schools was
made, this year, in accordance with the recommendations of
a committee, headed by John Sprague. Avoiding details,
the following will enable the reader to understand the main
point of alteration.” ”* That the Latin and Greek ¥rammar
gchool be kept the current year, by several masters in sever-
al places, viz., six months in the grammar school-house by a
master provided by the hiring committee ; tyo months in the
Neck district ; two months in George hill district; and two
months in the Walnut swamp district, different in time from
the said six months, by masters provided by the séveral dis-
tricts, and paid out of the school money they severally draw.”
It will be seen that the same master might have been employ-
ed by the several districts in succession, and that probably was
the intention. Latin and Greek scholars might attend inany
district to which they did not belong by paying tuition.

The visiting committee in 1798, consisted of eleven high-
ly respectable men, probably every one of them capable of
performing their duties, except in the examination of the Lat-
in and Greek classes, and perhaps half of them were equal
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SCHOOLING IN 1800. a57

3
to this service. Nathaniel Thayer, ez officio, Samunel Ward,
T. Whiting, jr., William Stedman, Ebenezer Torrey, John
Maynard, John Sprague, John Whiting, Joseph Wales, Jonas
Lane, John Thurston. The duty of visiting the schoolg, how-
ever, was mainly done by Mr. Thayer, who was very faith-
ful and eflicient.

This year two hundred dollars were expended on the elassi-
cal school and five hundred for the other schiools ¥ 7s dva diips

The same appropriation for the support of schools, was made
in 1799, and that the money might be well expended, the
town amply provided competent committees, as will appear
from the following list,

For hiring a Latin grammar school-master, Samuel Ward,
John Maynard and Oliver Carter. John Maynard “ request-
ing to be excused,” John Whiting was chosen in his stead.

A school committee of eleven *to visit the schools ™ was
composed of the following leading citizens. Rev. Nathan-
iel Thayer, Ebenezer Torrey, Jonas Fairbank, Tsrael Ather-
ton, John Sprague, William Stedman, Timothy Whiting, jr.,
John W hiting, John Thurston, Jonas Lane, Daniel Rugg.

The committee for ” hiring a singing-school master,” were
Jonathan Wilder, John Thurston and Samuel Rugg.

This arrangement reached into the year 1800, and thus the
old century ¢losed with honor. The opening of the present
century was under fauvorable auspices, as regards education.
Mr. Thayer had enlarged ideas in relation to schools, and he
was surrounded with men endowed with more than common
foresight and culture. Sprague, Ward, Stedman and John
Whiting had more than a local reputation, and the other gen-
tlemen were noted for their good sense and energy.

Mr. Thayer came at the right time, and he fitted into the
place which providence had provided for him. His visits were
made regularly to all the schools in the town, and his advice
and general influence related not only to the teaching and gov-
ernment of the children, but also to morality and religion.

There have been improvements in school-houses and school-
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books : in the range of studies and the methods of teaching,
but it Ay be JrJlii-)h‘sI if our schools now exert a better in-
fluence in raising up men and women fitted for all the duties
of life.

Not much was done in the way of building new roads in
the last quarter of the last century. Chockset had been well
supplied with highways, byways and private ways before the
old town had become willing to part with that section of her
domain. After that event there was a call for new roads, or
for the straightening of old roads, in the south and west part
of the town ; nearly all of these traveled ways pointing to
Prescott’s mills, or Clinton. That enterprising town owes
mitch to the successive generations of Prescotts, inasmuch as
they began to make the mills the central point of travel.

In 1792 a road was Iaid out from Still river bridge to a point
not far from the present residence of the Misses Farnsworth.
Early in the history of Lancaster there was a 1« yad from the old
home of John White, [now Edward Houghton’s,] over the
land of N. C.Hawkins and S.R. Damon, across the road by the
clay pit, and thence to the south end of Pine hill. The road
forked by the first Scar, and crossing the river by a |Iﬂl'll.5?.l.'1:~.\— a
ed on to the Bolton road south of the Haynes estate. The
left branch passed along the west side of Pine hill to the 1lf:ir|1
where now the Farnsworth road crosses the Cranberry mead-

. ow. Then it ascended the hill, and ran north the whole length
of the hill, and eame out at another John White place, opposite
what is now known as the Dyer place. Long afterwards the
road to Harvard, after reaching the vicinity of Eben C. Mann’s
house, turned to the l‘i_:‘hl into the woods, descended the hill
into the lands east of the house of Cyrus K. Goodale, and
thence went north and east by the old brick yard, to John
White's, and so forwards to Still river, or White's bridge.
The road,in 1798, was laid out nearly on its present line, leav-
ing the valley, and keeping on the hillside, by the Willard,
the Whittemore and the Burbank farms to the Harvard line.

In the same year the road leading from the present town
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BRIDGES. — LOTTERY. 359

farm, by Mr. Schumaker’s, (onee the land of the celebrated
John Hancock,) and the old Capt. Maynard place, to the
county road by Taylor’s mills, (now Ponakin,) was opened.

A road was also laid out from the house of Aaron Lyon,
on the Shirley line, south by west one hundred and seventy-
seven rods to a point on an old town road. This was done
“at the request of the ln“nll[{- in this town known ]r.\_’ the de-
nomination of Shaking Quakers, and on condition that they
be at the whole expense of the laying out and making such
road.”

Thongh the roads of Lancaster became fixed in their pres-
ent beds a hundred years ago, with such variations as always
oceur in the onward life of a town, yet the bridges, on the
other hand, have been a constant and a heavy charge, through
every generation to the present day. In 1782 the vote in
the May meeting raised only sixty pounds for highways and
bridges. Later in the season, fifty pounds were added, and
still later, ten pounds more. But this amount merely kept
the roads and bridges in passable order for the time being.
Not far from this time there must have been a great destruc-
tion of bridges, because the Records show that the town was
engaged, for several years, in building bridges, at great ex-
pense, and raising money by unusual methods.

A special meeting was held on the first day of January,
1783, to see if IEH_"_\' would “t'lnr-:'m-'i- a committee to 1|UTiTiim
the general court for a lottery in said town, for the purpose
of building and repairing the bridges.” The town chose John
Sprague, 'I.."I]HHI]I‘\' Whiting, jr.,and Samuel Ward a committee
for this purpose, who succeeded in obtaining authority for get-
ting up a lottery. At the March meeting, one hundred and
seventy pounds were raised to be " worked out at highways
and bridges.”

On the seventh of April a committee of five, viz., Jonathan
Whitney, Ephraim Cartep, jr., Gardner Wilder, Jonas Fair-
bank, jr., and Moses Wilder, was chosen to “ superintend the

rebuilding and making good the public bridges and cause-
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wavs ” in the town, and to * draw money out of the hands of
the managers of the lottery for payment of the same.”

In 1784 one hundred and twenty pounds were devoted to
repairing highways and lJé’i!l{L’i’l“SZ and a vote was passed in
March that the *lotterey should commence drawing on the
first Tuesday of April,” and further that the town r \1-‘£f'jlr'fl+l
take to their own risque and account all the Tickets ” that
shduld remain unsold’at the time of " drawing.

The town, on the sixth of September, raised the question
whether to “purchase a road thi'ongh {3!1r155:1|m|{;{ki11. or to
build a bridge across the river in said I’1>:f;£ki11.” The matter
was referred to a committee,— Ephraim Carter, jr., Jona-
than Whitney, Timothy Whiting, Ebenezer Allen and Peter
Green,— who reported at another meeting in favor of mak-
ing the purchase of a ‘road, instead of building a bridge.
The state of the case was probably this. The road through
Ponakin intervale was partly private, and perhaps portions
of it had been washed away, as there have been frequent and
great changes in the course of the river. Possibly also a
bridge at Ponakin, had been carried off by a flood. The
question was, whether to buy a road through the intervale,
on the east side of the river; or go along the west side to
Ponakin, and then bridge the river at that place. The phrase
“purchase a road” seems to show that there was already a
road ; probably, as said above, in part or wholly a private
way. The selectmen were authorized to purchase the road.
The building committee were directed by the town, September
21, to call on the inhabitants to * work out their rates in the
last town tax * * * at the bridges.”

The lottery scheme did not work smoothly, and the town
took measures to secure its rights. The history of the whole
proceeding would furnish a curious and painful chapter, but
it must be passed over briefly. It appears that the managers
had sued the town for damages and costs of prosecution. The
dispute was about the cost of managing, as the profits were
distressingly small, and the managers charged a large percent-
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BRIDGE INSPECTORS. 361

age. A committee was appointed to settle with the managers,
on the eighteenth of November, and the selectmen were em-
powered to borrow money, since the taxes and the profits of
the lottery were not suflicient to meet the demands on the trea-
sury. The town was found to be in debt to the managers in
the sum of £317-0-91; so that we are not surprised to find
that a committee was raised to inquire what the = common cus-
tom was for managers to have for managing a lottery.”

The work of bridge building went forward, but at a mod-
erate rate. 1"1'||-|1H the committee were hindered by the
want of money ; perhaps by successive floods. Some of the
voters were lwmrmn; impatient, as was evinced by an arti-
cle in the warrant for a meeting in March, 1786, which was to
see if the town would dismiss the bridge building committee,
and choose anotherin their place. The town, however, vot-
ed to pass over the article

Then came a new disaster, as appears by the following,
in a call for a meeting, Septe I!lflrl 27, 1787, to see " what
method the town will come into for repairing the bridges
and causeways which have been carried away in the late tlood,
and to raise money for the above purpose.” A hundred and
twenty pounds were raised for the purpose, and the work
was put into the h ands of Nathaniel Willard, \]{)w(-;."‘]\\\fl-.
Michael Newhall, Edmund Heard and T phraim Carte

Action was 1-|k=-n October 15, to see if the town \\'r:ltlfl
appoint “ Inspectors of bridges that in case of floods every
precaution shiould be used to prevent the loss of bridges.”

Two inspectors were appointed for each of the following
bridges.
Jonas Wyman, - 9
Edmund Heard, §

IT\.‘ltlilIliiL‘-l Willard,
fJohn Whiting,

Josiah Phelps, 3
William Locke, §

Meeting House [Sprague ] bridee.
E Neck* bridge.

Below Dr. Atherton’s.

*This was sixty rods below the present Center bridge. =

A




HISTORY OF LANCASTER.

362
Jonathan White, ¢
White's
(John White, jr., § <

:Gardner Wilder, ?
Nathaniel Eaton, )

,""'lill River] Fn‘illg:-,
Bennett's [ North Village | bridge.

The new bridge committee with the addition of Major Gard-
ner Wilder, and Dea. Houghton, were directed to consider
the expediency of building a bridge near Greenleaf’s mills.
These mills, formerly Col. Joseph Wilder's, were several
rods. down stream, below the present Ponakin bridee. A
gaw mill was on the east side and a grist mill on the west side
of the river. The committee reported in favor of the
]iJ‘ulj:':'!. and the town, November 5, voted to build the
bridge. This bridee was placed above the old dam which
was washed away in a subsequent flood. Fifteen days later
the town raised one hundred and twenty pounds for building
the ]rl'itl_'._":'. and !'El.‘il'l'__'"‘i.r'_:-.lii.flli_’." ".'tl'l'l.'l'._ .;l'JJIiI:IIJIIH! l]utlu‘!llsrll.
James Goodwin, William Wilder and Jonathan Wilder with
”I(' \\'lll‘l\_.

The bridge at Greenleaf’s mill was built, but not without a
supply of liquor, as appears by the following vote, May 12,
l'-'n*“ “The committee tor buile ]Irl“ the llliil’t ol S b | |
be rmlm\\mul to provide drink for said purpose at their dis-
cretion.’

The bill for repairing and building bridges, in May, was as

follows :

For i'!lli]n]]lllu' the Atherton bridee, ’ . £156-15- 63
Sprague £ ; : 296— 2— 6
k4 White, or Still river, k Hd= 4-11

The net proceeds of the ]nrf‘n up to the same date footed

up to a respecta ble amount, as these ficures show.

Net proceeds of the second class of the lot tery, £ia=14— 3

2L i third i ‘s 113—15— 0
fourth ¢ o G2 T8
% 23 fifth i ‘i BR— s}

Total, 7 : - . . . £332—1=11
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LOTTERY-GAMBLING. apa
Sawyer’s bridee, so called, in the-extreme-senthpartof-the
town, (now in Clintens) \\':1.~f7m':ll in accordance with a vote,
April 6, 1789, In May the "old bridge committee ™ were
dropped, and John Sprague, Timothy Whiting, jr., and John
Maynard were substituted.
The reader may be interested in seeing the working of the

lottery scheme, as shown by a report, July 6. In the sixth

¢lass the number of tickets was 2.700 at two dollars each,

$5,400. Paid in prizes, $4,732, leaving $668. Ten per cent.
on the nominal value of all the tickets was paid the m.'lr'nl_-_":-]'.«.
equal to $540, leaving profits to the amount of $128.

The seventh and eighth classes had three thousand tickets
each : the expenses at each drawing were four hundred and
eighty dollars ; and the amount of profts hoth cases was
six hundred and twelve dollars. The managers received the
lion’s shave in every drawing. Many thousand dollars changed
hands, and as the tickets were probably bought by the poor
more freely than by the rich, the cost of the bridees fell upon
the former to a far greater degree than if the bridges had been
paid for by a tax. It is a fair supposition that many of the
prizes were drawn by parties living in other towns} thus taking
money from Lanecaster., But a far more damaging item, pe-
cuniarily, was the waste of time when the town came together,
on many different days, watehine with infense eagerness the
results of chance. And worse than all was the habit of gam-
bling which was induced and encouraged by the legislation
which allowed such a mode of raising money.

In 1795. November 23, five hundred dollars were raised to
tli»f't‘:il\' the expense of rebuil the bridge near Paul Whit-
ing’s Jon-the Boltonreads

The great expense to which the tow : subjected by the
frequent floods which carried away one or siore of the bridges,
led the town to apply to the general ¢
¢ the request, 1n connec-
It does not

and a committee was chosen to p
tion with the selectmen and representative.

appear that the appeal was successful. At the same time the

i the fall of |T".'I],/

243
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364 HISTORY OF LANCASTER.

“selectmen with Mr. Torrey were authorized to keep the Neck
bridge in legal repair for the term of one year.” One year
only, as the town hoped the state would lend its aid. M.
Torrey lived near the entrance of the road upon the intervale
beyond C. L. Wilder’s barn.

An important change was proposed in the last year of the
century, but was not consummated at once. In the warrant
for a town meeting, January 6, 1800, was an article to see,
among other things, if the town would take measures in future,
to “rebuild the bridges with stone instead of wood.”

The ravages of the small-pox in former times were fearful.
The dread of its coming marred the happiness of millions.

Anything which would mitigate its virnlence was hailed with

joy. Lady,Wortley Montacu¥ made herself the benefactress
ol A . F,

of the English race by advocating the method of inocunlating
for the small-pox, which she had become familiar with while
her husband was British minister at Constantinople. By her
persistent endeavors the practice was begun in England, by
some of the faculty, and soon grew in fayor. It was intro-
duced info this state by Dr. Zabdiel Boylston, against the
prejudices of the people, and the opposition of the profession.
The learned Rev. Cotton Mather, one of the most enlightened #
men of his times, and unmatched in Ameriea for his various
learning, gave Dr. Boylston his powerful aid. It gradually
grew in favor, till the benefits of vaccination were demon-
strated, since which time it has gone into disuse. Dr. Israel
Atherton, of Lancaster, exposed himself to the hazard of dis-
ease and death, as well as the hostility of some of his towns-
men, by setting up a “pock house,” or * pest house,” as the
hospital for inoculated patients was vulgarly termed. August
30, 1790, the town was asked to give " consent to have a
Im-sl:ii;ll !r|}t'ﬂt‘=I unger the direction of Israel Atherton, I‘:Sq. 2
for the purpose of oeulating for the small-pox,” and the re-
quired consent was given. Dr. Atherton was to oceupy the
house of Jotham Wood; with his leave first obtained. By re-
peated licenses of the town, the hospital was kept open till
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POCK HOUSE ON PINE HILL, 385
1794, and was much resorted to by those who were willing to
obtain security from the disease in the natural form, by ;:_m_
ning the risk ineurred by inoculation. The house of Jotham
Wood%vas on Pine hill, in a most beautiful situation, towards
the northeast end. There isaspurof the hill here which juts
out into the intervale and overlooks the valley of the Nashua
and the opposite hills, for many miles. Standing here the
lover of nature feasts on the prospect with i]{_'“_g'lll.

Dr. Atherton was authorized to erect other |:!_|i1diﬂf_'f.~a, S0
far as needful, according to the demand of the patients. Wood’s
house was large, and the depression of the cellar still remains,
with other depressions very near. The house was taken apart,
at a later date, and moved from the hill to the road that goes
by the Dyer place to Still River. It was then made into two
houses, one of which was occupied by John White and his
descendants for many years. The old cellars bear witness to
this Jzt‘\'. ‘

A fallen stone or two indicate where the remains of a few
victims of the loathsome disease were buried on the hillside.
Near at hand was, and is, a copious spring, issuing from the
bank, half way down to the intervale. So much in memorial
of a custom and a locality which once were asubject of deep
and painful, yet hopeful interest to all the people of this town
and the towns around.

In this conneetion it may be stated that there were in the
last century several other houses on Pine hill. There was &
little neighborhood, perhaps a mile south of the house of Jo-
tham Wood$Son the east side of the hill, and looking down
upon the intervale, and the ever beautiful Nashua. The re-
mains of cellars still mark the location of the houses, and un-
til quite recently the remnants of an old orchard were visible.
Three houses at least were removed from the hill, and are
now occupied by Silas Houghton, Edward Wilcox and John
R. Wyman, on the road to Harvard. After the public road
over Pine hill was superseded by the present route to Still
River, the place became too isolated for habitation, and the




366 HISTORY OF LANCASTER.

residents moved away. With pleasant neichbors it would be
a charming place for a rural home. Now it is a frequent re-
sort for boys and girls, young men and maidens, and even
children of a larger growth who delight in the wild haunts
of nature.

The state,in 1795, required the towns to make a surs ey, and
accordingly this town, August 6, chose a committee of three
to Ttake or procure an accurate plan of the town.” The com-
mittee were Gen. John Whiting, Dea. Benjamin Houghton
and Major Merrick Rice. This ancient plan or map is now
preserved in the office of the Secretary of State, Boston.

A heliotype copy of the map, somewhat reduced in size. is
here inserted. By consent of the meeretary of State, Hon.
Henry B. Pierce, a photograph was taken, full size, from which
our copy was made. The following items of information were
written at the top of the sheet; but as there was not room for
them in the heliotype copy, they are inserted in this place.
[See map on the opposite page. ]

“The above Plan represents the town of Lancaster * *
suryeyed in obedience to an order of the general court, dated
June 26, 1794, On the above Plan is inserted and deseribed
each town line which meets or joins with Lancaster, and the
time when ran, and by whom surveyed. Also the rivers and
roads being surveyed and planned; haye noted the bridges
which are as followeth, viz. beginning upon the south branch
of Nashua river, the first bridge is called Prescott bridee,
99 feet long, tewn-way; 2d bridge is called Sawyer’s bridee,
90 feet long, town way ; the 3rd bridge is called Atherton
bridge, a small space above the confluence of the branches of
Nashua river. Said bridge is 90 feet long, on a county road.
The 4th bridee that I am about to deseribe is called Ponikin
bridee, on the north branch of the Nashua river, on a county
road ; said bridge is 136 feet long. The fifth bridge is called
Bennett’s bridge, on the Post road, 123 feet long; Causey,
20 rods. Gth bridge is called Sprague’s bridge, near the meet-
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BRIDGES AND MILLS. 367
ing-house, a small space above said confluence. Said bridge
is 140 feet long, and a Causey 40 rods long on a county road.
The 7th bridge is called the Neck bridge, [60 rods] below the
confluence of Nashua branches, on the Post road ; said hridee
is 173 feet long. The 8th bridge is called Jones' bridge, 90
rods [feet] long, no road to said bridee. The 9th bridee is
called White’s bridge on Harvard road, 494 feet in Lancas-
ter, and 80 rods Causey. The 10th bridee is called Wileses

[ Wilds’] bridge, 58 feet long in Lancaster. The width of
said rivers. the south branches and north branches in general,
is about 6 or 7 rods wide ; and below the confluence is about
9 or 10 rods wide. But one house for publie worship which is
represented in the above, near the Center of said town. Falls
in the Entervales northwesterly of said meeting-house. The
distanece from Lancaster to Worcester, the shire town, is re-
puted at 15 miles ; and from said Lancaster to Boston, through
Concord, 36 miles : through Lincoln, 35 miles ; through Sud-
bury, 87 miles. In Lancaster are 8 Ponds, and two pieces, as
above. There is but one fall of water worthy of note, although
a swift stream, which is noted above. No mountains, manu-
factories. Here is two Potashes, and one Pearl Ash ; one full-
ing mill ; one machine for manufacturing nails ;: one furnace
for casting hollow-ware ; one trip-hammer. Mills here ave
four saw-mills and two grist-mills. No mines, or minerals,
or iron works. In Lancaster is one farm claimed by the Com-
monwealth, containing by estimation, seventy-five acres, for-
merly owned by Col. Abijah Willard, about sixty rods east-
wardly of the meeting-house. This above plan is plotted by a
scale of 200 rods to an inch. Compleated surveying and plot-
ting, May 29, 1795, by the subscribers, (excepting what eredif
is given for.)
MarTtiias Mosmax,
Carer WiLpEr, Jr.”

The population of the town in 1790, by the first national
Census was fourteen hundred and sixty, and in 1800 it was
fifteen hundred and eighty-four, making a gain of one hun-

dred and twenty-four in ten years.
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The ever-recurring question of dividing the county, came
before the town again in 1798, when three men voted in favor
of a division, and more than one hundred in the negative. (/9]

The town purchased of John Sprague, Esq., and the Rev.
Mr. Thayer a “piece of land for a ]llll'.\'illj__'_."-ﬁt']ll.“ May 28,
1798. This is now known as the “Middle Cemetery,” of
which a more extended notice will be given in the chapter on
(Cemeteries.

Grreat changes in the population took place in the latter part |
of the century ; first by the coming of several families from .
Reading, and secondly by the formation of the Shaker families
in Lancaster and Shirley.

Probably there were changes in all parts of the town, as
well as in the northern section, but we have more definite in-
formation in regard to the latter. One whose memory is a

full repository of ancient facts—.J¢ Marshal Damon—gives
the following items in relation to several families who took up
their abode here between eighty and ninety years since.

Samuel Damon, with his family, came from Reading to this

town, April 20,1796. He owneda large section of land where
C. K. Goodale and the Willard brothers now reside. He was
soon followed by a number of families who settled on lands
that had been owned by persons who had joined the Shaker
community. The following came from Reading. William
Gould, Joseph Emerson, with three sons, Elias, Ephraim
and Charles, Timothy Lewis, Jonathan Tenney er-Icenney,
Joseph Upton, John Goodwin, William Nichols, Isaac Cow-
dry, and the widow Foster, who married Nathaniel Burbank.
Dr. John Hawkes had preceded these by many years. Isaac
Saunders lived on the south side of Ponakin hill. The old
house still remains in a ruinous state.

The formation of the Shaker community was the oceasion
of a remarkable revolution throughout the northern part of the
town, from side to side, and extending as far south as Goat-
ham and Ponakin hill. Mother Aunn Lee, whose strange
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MOTHER ANN LEE. 369

history cannot be read without interest after the lapse of
nearly a century, raised a moral tempest in the three northern
school districts as they then existed. Her character is still
in dispute, but there can be no question that she was a woman
of strong will and magnetic power. In one of her journeys
from eastern New York to New England, she came to Lan-
caster, and seems to have found here a field all ready for the
sowing of her strange doctrines or fantasies, as different par-
ties TI]I‘I_(_"llt view them. Her coming was abeut lTh}j'. and her
first lodgment seems to have been made in the northwest sec-
tion of the town. A man named Phillips owned the Simeon
Whitney place on the road to North Leominster. This, with
the house of Elijah Wilds, in Shirley, became the headquar-
ters of Mother Ann at her advent. She was mobbed once
when at the house of Wilds. She jumped from a back win-
dow and hid in the swamp west of the Shaker setflement..
She held meetings at varions houses, but after a time, a large
room was used for the purpose on the east end of the house
of Aaron Lyon, now owned by Otis Houghton, on Ponakin
hill.  This was in 1781-2, when the community or family
was formed. To this center came crowds of people, who were
moved as the wind bows the forest, by the burning words of
Ann Lee. It is reported that strong men were so wrought
upon by her searching words and terrible denuneciations. as to
fall upon their knees in open meeting, and with streaming
eyes beg for mercy, By 1783 several families were number-
ed among herconverts. Aaron Cook, John Clark, Aaron John-
son and Samuel Barrett, owners of farms in the north part of
the town, joined the community. Moses Howard owned the
Emerson place; Thomas Beckwith the John Whittemore
place ; a man named Melyin owned the house which stood on
land of William JJ. Knight on the Greenbush road: Samuel
Whitney lived on the place now owned by Charles Fairbank :
Susie and Relief Whittemore, sisters and maiden ladies, own-
ed the James H. Holman place. Most if not all of these, with
a Mr. Worcester, on the Carr place, and Mrs. Manasseh

24




370 HISTORY OF LANCASTER.

Knight, united with the Shakers. It is said that many fell

away, and went back to the world, but that a large portion
remained and died among them.

At length the Shakers were gathered into three families,
one of which was in this town, just south of the northern line,
and the other two north of the line, in Shirley. The last two
still remain, but the buildings in Lancaster are rented. Insome
s families were broken up, the father or mother leaving

st
There was a violent fer-

home, and joining the community.
ment ; the strangest notions were broached and discussed from
house to house, as well as in public meeting. Yet the epi-
demie was confined to one section of the town, and searcely
raised a ripple south of Ponakin hill. In process of time the
excitement subsided, and the seething elements, ceasing to ef-
forvesce. settled down into a quiet, well-ordered and thrifty
community.

Members joined the Shakers from other towns, but Lanecas-
ter supplied a large quota. To show how the location of fami-
lies was changed, it is necessary to go a little more into detail.

Aaron Lyon lived at the coming of mother Ann on the top
of Ponakin hill, in the same house which is now occupied by
Otis Houghton. The house is still in good repair. The situ-
ation is pleasant and commands an extensive view. Lyon
joined and then left the Shakers. He had three sons, Aaron,
John and Luther. His daughter Mary married Jonas John-
son. The late John E. Lyon, who acquired a fortune in con-
nection with railroad business, was a grandson.

Abel Beckwith went from Ponakin hill to the Shakers, and
vemained till his death. Moses Howard, who also lived on
Ponakin, joined the community.

Samuel Whitney went from the Ephraim Rugg place, which
was near the corner of the Shirley and Goatham road. John
Melvin went from his place on the Greenbush road. The
Whittemore sisters lived on the northern slope of Ponakin
hill, at the Holman place.
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SHAKER CEMETERY.

-]

The wife of Manasseh Knight left the Knight place, so call- /
ed, and joined the family. This place is now owned by Mr.
Coburn of Gardner, and the house has recently been repaired
and made to look as good as new.

Aaron Cook, another convert, lived back of the “old brick
tavern.” A family by the name of Cooledge lived on a spot
long forgotten except by a few old men, It is a little north
of ‘the land which lies between Spectacle and Oak hill ponds,
and is a |||t'.’|.\:1l1l little nook, in the woods. This pretty clade
is marked by a few old apple trees, and the remains of a cel-
lar and chimney. In old times a bridle, private, or some oth-
er way came down from the turnpike, by the house, and he-
tween the ponds, and so passed on to the Ruge mill, But
Cooledge left his sylvan nest, and east in his lot with the Sha-
kers. Probably other families or individuals joined them, but
it is impossible to get positive information so long after the
events took place. However, there is reason to believe that
Johm Phillips, and Abijah Phillips, with his three daughters,

Grace, Hannah and Elizabeth, became members.

The burying yard of the families is in Lancaster, a little

south of the town line. The field slopes gently to the south-

east, and I'}I'G!IUHIM‘E:OGI eneth)are all in rows resching north
and south across the yard. The hrothers are in one section
and the sisters in another. The head-stones are small and plain,
but they are marble. The vard is truly a cemetery, a quiet
rﬁ!t_':'[-ill_'_: I}L'Im‘.-

The “holy hill” of the community is also in Lancaster.
This rises like & dome just south of the town line, and west
from the road. The summit is crowned or civeled by trees
which can be seen from a great distance. The appearance of
the hill attracts attention and awakens inquiry. From a per-
son who onee ascended the hill, by invitation, on oceasion of
a religious ceremony, the following facts are elicited.

All the families in the community ascend the hill twice a
year, at least. Whether the procession is made oftener is not
certain. One proeession is made in October, and one in the




HISTORY OF LANCASTER.

Outsiders are not expected or desired to be present.

spring.

W hen the tfime coml
and form a procession.
.5 in line with two or more females.

es for the ascent, they all meet in the
big house They march abreast in pla-
two or more male

toons,
sace hetween the sexes. At the foot of

There is an alley or §]
the hill on the north si
Here on the oecasion referred to, the ]
the males and females on opposite sides.
A5 \\' htu’-\'- 1‘:]]1il’l!]":'

le is a small M't-t]li,Hl‘:kmll‘ﬁ] bya bridge.

TOCESS1IoN halted and

formed into a square,
The elder then said something to this effect.

s has anything acainst a brother or sister, let not him or her

until reconciliation 18 made.”

pass this brook
ve all differences are settled. Explanations

Then and the

are made and received. Things which cannot be s'xpl;mu;:]
away or excused, are acknowledged. Forgiveness ‘is asked
and freely given. They all shake hands in token of amity and
They then stand in the square and * throw love

confidence.
This is done by throwing both hands to-

to each other.”
wards one another, ant
the heart, as if to take in the proffered love.

This touching ceremony, which has the appearance
again formed,

1 then drawing back the hands towards

of en-

tire sincerity, being finished, the procession is
and all march up the hill in silence. The summit is enclosed
by a neat fence. The enclosure is entered by a gate fand made
convenient|by a gravel walk.

In the center of the lot or sacred place, is a monument on
which there is an inseription including the
One person ,—probably the

name of Jesus,

and supposed to be in his honor.
ader.—read the inseription aloud in the hearing of
the whole assembly. Then all knelt in silent prayer around
A fter a suitable time devoted to this impres-
¢

religious le

the monument.
sive exercise, they rose to their feet and sang one or moreo

their hymns. While singing they marched around the monu-
ment.

Several addresses followed from different members, after
L. ']'111.«w:s.u:1;_1':1]:;m_w-r‘am11:1.1|it-<1

which the marching was resume
1 by

with singing. The interest increased and was expresse

shouting, though in musical cadence.



ket

il

s {/il . ."'/.f-.'.{ o gn ool (all s

' 4 (/ .
a 2alt v antlde Jf,-(zr Lad 4.

ur«/ /LI_.l_f; /{. Frra //’“' // Ce

o ,I,,‘{{_.-/lv,-' R (-‘:1.’/.../




MNonand Codf |5

o Y
/et /C :’_':{_a ol e /¥
e |

e

: g g
; r o G ',’;.,f’fm,l_ L et
e doreod ’
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The whole ceremony having been completed, the company
formed in procession again, and marched down the sacred hill
in the same order as that in which they had ascended. When
they reached the houses, those who by reason of age or in-
firmity were not able to join the march, stood in the doors
and " threw love ” to their brethren and sisters, and gathered
it back again with their peculiar motion, as if taking it into
their bosoms in double handfuls. The procession then dis-
solved, and each one returned to his or her t'{’sp:wli\'t' home.

Our informant speaks of the whole exercise as having been
peculiarly solemn and impressive. It was certainly well adapt-
ed to promote brotherly kindness and Christian charity.
Whether the annual or semi-annual service is always conduet-
ed according to a set form is not known by our informant.
But whether ex teimmpore or ]'J]’t-r-'r'l'ihm'l, there must be a bless-
ing in it.

This chapter will be appropriately closed with a statement
of the doings of the town, somewhat in detail, for the year
1800, the last year of the eighteenth century.

At the annual meeting, March 3, Capt. John Maynard was
chogen moderator, William Stedman, clerk, and John May-
nard, treasurer. The selectmen were Joseph Wales, Josiah
Flagg, Joseph White. The assessors, John Whiting, Jonas
Lane, Paul Willard.

The regular school committee consisted of the H:”un'itlg
prominent citizens. Rev. Nathaniel Thayer, Dr. Israel Ath-
erton, Hon. John Sprague, William Stedman, Esq., Ebene-
zer Torrey, Esq., Capt. Timothy Whiting, Benjamin W. Wil-
lard, Gen. John Whiting, Capt. Jonas Lane, Merrick Rice,
Esq., Josiah Flage. It was the duty of this committee to
visit the schools. In earlier times, that duty was generally
expected of the minister of the town.

The committee to hire the Liatin grammar school-master,
were John Whiting, Oliver Carter and Eli Stearns. This
school was under the inspection of the general committee.

Jonas Lane, Joseph Wales and Benjamin Wyman were cho-

sen a committee to employ a singing-school master.
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Fich Reeves were still chosen as regularly as the year came
round. The legal profession were largely represented on the
committee in 1800, as follows : John Sprague, William Sted-
man. Merrick Rice and Ebenezer Torrey.

Four hundred dollars were raised for highways, to be work-
ed out.

At the April meeting the political sentiment of the town

t
was shown by the vote for governor, GGov. Strong receiving
ninety-seven votes, and Elbridee Gerry fifty.

Some looseness in disbursinge the school money in the dis-
triets. led to the choice of a committee to call to account the
several school districts respecting the expenditure of their re-
spective portions. The committee were William Stedman,
Benjamin W, Willard and Daniel Stearns.

When the first interments were made in the north part of
the town is not definitely known, but the following action
shows that the need of aburial ground was felt there betore the
{']n.-;{- of the last century. In :I:'.'n:n1'1|:|1|t_';' W ith a I!N'i:l'l.ll!ll from
several persons, Benjamin W, Willard, Jonas Lane and Ben-
.i:ll'rlill \\"\i!mh were chosen a committee to ” consider the ex-
pediency of appropriating a certain piece of land at the north
part of the town, where a number of persons are buried, for
the purpose of a burying field.” The committee reported fi-
vorably, and the field was taken under the care of the town.

When the time came for choosing a representative, Judge
f"‘"il!':t_'_:'-lt'. who !leliin held the office many years, lL-s-:‘.uu-lE to be
a candidate, and a vote was passed, #that the town do request
him to accept of their thanks for his past attentitn and faith-
ful services in that station.” Capt. Samuel Ward was chosen
in his stead.

\1 1]!!':-::!11[' 1]11»;-51“.2. 1!“. -'|l]i“.' r.ri' lll]l'lifi_'_" i o 1':111 fence !'u-l:l'nI

the Old Common burying field ” was assigned to Col. Jonas
Lane, Capt. Timothy Whiting and Gen. John Whitine. This
yard had already been occupied more than a hundred years.

',|\1ll‘|‘l- was, at the time, a projeet for building a turnpike
through the Center, and Old Common to Bolton, and a com-
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CENTER ROAD AND BRIDGE.

mittee to whom the subject had been referred, reported in its
favor, and recommended that a subseription be taken up in aid
of the enterprise. The list of subseribers comes under a la-
ter date. The committee to raise subseriptions were Merrick
Rice, Samuel Ward and William Stedman,

It was voted that the small ]rlill oes in the town should be

built with stones : that is, with stone abutments. ! ’ 3 i
I'he town determined to have a road from the meeting- g dav:. :?
( 1| ! Towes {-& tartan)

house, (then near the house of Mrs. Abhie Lane,) to the TS 7Y,
Common, and raised a committee to solicit gubzeriptions for
a road and bridee. This was o avoid goine round by the old
Neck bridge. The committee were John Sprague, Timothy
Whiting and Thomas Ballard.

At the October meetine another committee was eleeted to
carry into effect the previous vote for building a road and
bridge from the Center to the Old Common. John Maynard,
Merrick Riee, John Thurston, Eli Stearns and Timothy Whi-
ting were charged with this important nndertaking,

Out of this action grew the present road from the Center /7=
by the railroad station and Center bridge to the Old Common.

I’I'i'\'iniH|_\.' the way was by the place of ( harles L. Wilder, then
along the Neck road on the west bank of the river to a bridge
about sixty rods down stream from the present ]rr.lliu'v- Soon
after, that part of the Neck road which was on the intervale
was abandoned by the town notwithstanding the people liv-
ing on the Neck strove to have it retained, and even extend-
ed to the Center bridee after the old Neck bridge had been

swept away for the last time.




CHAPTER XYVII.
THE MINISTRY OF REV, TIMOTHY HARRINGTON, FroM 1748
10 1795. STATE OF RELIGION AND MORALS AT THE

CULOSE OF THE CENTURY.

Tue pastorate of Mr. Harrington continued during the long
period of forty-seven years. In that period great events 00-
curred which affected the whole people, and local affairs often
stirred the feelings of the citizens of the town to the lowest
depths. The last French and Indian war : the Revolution ; the
rise of parties, federal and democratic, which divided the na-
tion, all concurred to bring about strife and division in com-
munities, parishes and churches. The gradual change of sen-
timent in relation to religious truth, which came about in this
period, brought its questionings and doubts into this commu-
nii_\'. Troubles in regard to the relative power of the church
and the i_’]tfl'j_i'.\'. which :lgil_:alw} and divided churches in the im-
mediate vicinity, threw their influence over the lines, and
threatened to involve the minister and people here ; but the
mutual confidence of the pastor and his flock made all these
disturbine elements harmless.

The first settlement of Mr. Harrington was at Swansey, N.
H., then ealled the Lower Ashuelot. A note inthe Church Rec-
ords states that the plantation of the Lower Ashuelot was
broken up by the French and Indian enemy in-the-sprimgef
1747. The people were scattered, but the church, or a major-
ity of it, seems to have been in Rutland the next year, as a
document soon to be quoted, shows.

The church in Lancaster; at & meeting, August 8, 1748,
*“ chose Timothy Harrington, ‘I?'P:.l.‘.i[,lr]' of thb church late at th
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TESTIMONIAL TO MR. HARRINGTON.

0o
L B

Lower As Imclnl to be their pui:n t]L“ﬁI]l]l"’ 1im, if he ac-

ce pt{-ul their invitation, to, give with his answer of acceptance,
a il stimonial from thé ﬁlu: h late of the '[m\ua Ashue lnr
thvn ¢onsent here tmln which was concurre (])ﬁ by the l‘“'
ish assembled on tHé Same ay.” On the fourteenth of Oc-
tober, Mr. Harrington gave his answer of acceptance, and al-
50 the required testimonial, which will be read with interest
|>\ the generations I(;Ilm\mw

\r ameeting of tHe n]nmhllivn! tife Lower Ashuelot, held
by “'ftllumnmvnl at the fouse (:L Lieut. Daniel Davis, in l\uf-
land, on Wednesday, the twvolfth day of {)erphm‘ 1748, As-
se ml:[m] to ¢ u|1'~.i|l| 1 and aet upon fhie - w lm:nlh\ Harring-

L ]

ton’s |<=r||uw1 of a Testimonial of ourdcce pruny of his Doc-
mmm and Conversation amongst us, and of our Consent to his
'~1|T|]]I" in the Work of th# uiruml]\ either d[ Lancaster, or
wherever God in his ]’!un\hlt \nce Shall n1|Ln 7 if:rm for it ;

“ And having taken his fequest, with all circumstances, in-
£ to consideration, (although we should have greatly rejoiced _
il to have sat ag: nn under Ilh 1mm-ll\ at the L”“"; \shue Iul_;"/|

yet we orant his u-tlnmt -t-ﬂfl"wl]f\ to tHe first 1*!1?tn*|r in ];m-

saster, or to any other (hm(}: wherever God shall open ¢ ll1llf)1
for his Settlement, in tifs work of the Illllll\l!\. that \\h]ll he
stood in a pastoral n]lllnn?u us, his doctrines and € Uail\{']-
sation were acceptable to us. And we heartily can and do ree-
ommend him to the work of té ministry, either to tié first
chitrek in Lancaster, or to : any other ulﬁ‘}ﬁ'(‘h that shall call him
to tin work of tlfé minis stry among them.

“And may 1’)1 ace, fiere v and |Ru ace be to him dnd you. And
asking an ‘interest in his and your prayers, we are yours in
£He "{tlihdu:] fellowship of the*bospel. N.tth.uulnl Hammond,
Timothy Brown, ]mmt!mn Hammond. In the name and on
the e half of tiis ¢hifireh late of the Lower Ashuelot.”

The z:\uml of r]:e chureh, d.l[ll receiving the above docu-
ment, [n:t:)( reds.  There was a parish mee ting ca lled, at which
thié sixtéenth nTl\ of November, 1748, wasippointed for his

snstallment ; and the first chureh in Cambridge, t tiie chich in
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Le \HIUIHH. the chtreh in W <|1|‘|1=m n, the e hreh in Waltham,
the Yo st ch¥ireh in Sudbur v, tl chfiech.in Southbor c:.|~]1‘ 1
first :]nmh in We ~llm1u1.~h. he chiireh in Stow, the :]ml: h
in Bolton. te clfieeh in Harvard, the chizeh in Lunenburg,
the chifreh in Leominster, and tlf:- second tfﬁlltL} in Lancas-
ter were invited to assist in the mlvnmll_v by their 1ders and
fﬂ l:‘“ 1es

* Who accordingly assembled at tBetime appointed, formed
themselves into a Council, accepted of what had been frans-
acted, and performed the dolemn Service.”

The ministers present, from the churches above name v, and

Lasicl HVi7ea

- Ha
in the same order, were, Rev. Dr. \m:lshm Rev. Messrs.

Hu 1719 qu - Fiey

Js}lvual!(li’u“tﬂ l\.s‘.gﬁrml Wi l]lllm. ]‘“]»81,“” Stone, | afkman, Gard-
ner Jr}ﬂcu;\:{. *L:»TT:I}HHP’HI‘L:-(HH? ],...ﬁ‘{_, H.[!”\WTJ{ sn.  Rev. Mr.
Hancoe ]\. father ui" Rev. John Hancock, of Braintree, and
“__J'l'.‘lllihl.'lfljl"i' of Gov. Hancock, [_rl'i‘:lt‘hm' the sermon from the
text.in L. Cor.9: 19. “For though I be free from all men,

—
:L

yet have I made myself servant unto all, that T might eain
the more.”

A meetine of the church was held in the meeting-house,
March 2, 17 T—:L‘LS]“‘I] by request of the Hon, »:iw"l} Wildex

a-
}‘:hi 'le] Mr. Josiah White, to see it the church would con-
sent to their resioning the office of deacon gn account of ad-
raneatl ao mp . tend 1] s e ok
yvanced age. There was first a dolemn address to God by

prayer ;7 then ” some discourse upon the occasion f the meet-
ing,”" where l!H:m it was voted not to " eonsent to l||r-i|"§‘n-~-l'_“-
nation of m_\u office, nem. Contrad. But to “relieve them
in their advanced ace.” This vote was also unanimous. They

! .r gy X
then voted to choose ™ two rn'!'r-'n]lw' more into the office Iui'ﬂ-_'rl-
con,” but because the attendance was thin, the meeting was
adjonrned two weeks, when, * God willing,” they would pro-
ceed to the choice,

At the adjourned m=-=-liu_*'_'_'.‘:i'I'wr a solemn address to God,”
the church, by “ written votes, and a great majority,” chose
Joseph Wilder, jr., Esq., and Mr. Joshua Fairbank. They

“were desired *not suddenly to refuse serving thes t]]m in
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T o B wied. D 6
saudd capacity, but to _l:l[{l' I]Il matter wmto a deliberate con-
: A

sideration, and to give their Answer at th€ next f’mazmrm
\H.J which l{!n y yere recommended to God by |n'.~|\'v]'. and

wm«. 7
the Thee tine =ls--t«l\~441.”

Such was the becoming manner in
which church business was transacted by the fathers, And
the mode of accepting the office was characteristic of the times.
At the sacrament in April, following, the deacons elect were
desired by the pastor, if willing to accept the oftice to which
they had been chosen, to ™ manifest it by assisting in 6 dis-
tribution of tHé élements: which they did accordingly.”

A troublesome ease of administration came up in 1755, which

lasted more than a year, in which the complaint related to a

seandalous offence. It was somewhat intricate, but the church 5
A maintained its integrity by not admitting the accused party

into fellowship, until he could make ™ proper satisfaction.”

The church met, at the request of Dea. Joshua Fairbank,

September 9, 1761, for two rllyliw-l.m. The first was to deter-

mine what to do with a legacy left to the church by Mr. Thom-

as Sawyer. The church requested Br. David Wilder to obtain

a copy of the will, and report to another meeting. The ite npluﬂ

the will, dated 1735, was as follows. \l\ VI” is that my ex- 2

ecutors pay out of my :~1 ate thié sum of twelve ‘menl« to pur-

chase |\u~~nl for l]a\.t e of thf church in Lancaster, at, on,

or before dne Jt ar after my  Rocens The legacy was worth,

when the \‘.IH was made, £22-8 in the currency when the -

i church took this action. As the estate had been settled, the
question was whether the church should receive the £12 in
depreciated currency, or the real value as the giver intended.
That would depend on the good will of the heirs. Therefore,
one of the brethren —Dea¢oshua F Hl|aH k—"" wi ,\frm oWer-

e ﬁr;{\rﬁ_{i on such of l[!} ﬁtth of l]n f“\uhlnh of ‘m last
ill and festament of tIfE .~::|h! Mr. Thomas Sawyer, as have

not paid 1ln-il'ﬁr.uimminn. according to tHé shid gomputation,

and to see whether they will do it.” In due time Dea. Fair-
bank reported that the aforesaid parties had “consented to
pay ‘h“ilifﬂ'niulr‘lEun. and it was done accordingly.” They




[

(v

380 HISTORY OF LANCASTER.
were honest people, and appear not to have tried to evade an

obligation.
Dea. Hooker Osgood had purchased two Silver Tankards

with £5-10sh. of the money, old tenor. The church voted
that the legacy should be made good out of the other money
in the [1'v.~|.~=.111‘_y . and then, in compliance with the exact terms
of the will, the church empowered Br. “ril“:i’ll_l Richardson
to “procure a Silver Cup for £178 &mmunion ‘fable equal to
sfﬁ{lf{;.l'_u':w.\x with ti& shid Mr. Sawyer's name }11su'l'i]1,:'(=1 at large
upon it.” The finale of this lmqia‘y-.-'.a oceurred at & meeting
December 30, 1762, when the™ t-thfl'Fﬁ'h was informed that Brefic.
William Richardson had agpeed with Mr. William Swan of
Worcester, to make a¥ ”\'L’l:l_:ll“ for l!I?:I-é’i']IIIIIH]I-IUH.‘L?;‘II'll.' equal
wy, and that he vapwifﬁfg

in Value to Mr. Sawyersi
the l_‘!ﬁilll'l‘ll would !I'l‘t'i_.‘i\'{' it at -:?:I.il]’:{;lhlkt_‘ tife next Lord’s Day.”
Then comes this, “N. B. The .ﬁ:liliz?up was received on thé
next Lord’s Day.” This Thomas Sawyer was son of the
first Thomas H:n\'_\':'lh He eame into the pl:l:'t’ before the town
was incorporated, and his son Thomas, the donor of gl)}i'; silver
cup, was born in 1649. Hisdeath occurred in l?.‘-iﬁ.%'_\’c':u?/
after his will was made. He died in the eighty-ninth year
of his age.

The other item of business |}1’n11r1.~41‘i1 at the 111v=-li1:;-__" of
September, 1761, was the request of Dea. Hooker Osgood,
that the chureh would elect another deacon in * consideration
of a 11:1{5‘:1!_\'1if_‘.)lDliml‘J._Im' incommoding him in (& distribution
of tife §acramental lements.” His request was granted and
Br. Joseph White was chosen. There were now two deacons
White, Josiah the aged, and Joseph. The new deacon de-
sired time for consideration, which was eranted. Dea. Isvael
Houghton next desired that “ another person might be elected
to tifé office of Heacon in consideration of hisdistance from
the 'l{{wﬁll;;'—?}r)li.m_'f“fe" In due time Br. David Wilder, the
sturdy juror of whom we read in revolutionary times, was

chosen.
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There is an entry in the Records, Se pte smber 29, 1763, which
was followed by subsequent action, and the case was not closed
till nearly thirty years had elapsed. It is one of those cases
which is read with sadness long after the parties have passed
away, and when the persen involved was exonerated in his
own lifetime. A ;ﬂ.:_al:: member of the chyrch, his name need
not be mentioned, was “sworn to be the’father of # Spurious
child.” He denied the charge, and “ affirmed his innocence
in a most solemn manner.” As however he could not Prove
a negative, the brethren were not satisfied, and he was desired
to abstain from the © communion in tHe holy supper for (I
space of six months next ensuing.” The design was to give
opportunity for further light. At the nexi meeting his sus-
pension was made indefinite, or until the church * shonld-sea s4all fare
further light and satisfaction.” The sequel eame in August,
1793, when the church took up the case of the accused brother,
and as a final result, upon mature deliberation, voted * that
in consideration of the sober life and conversation of our
Brother fasess Titde; during the long time of hiﬂr.‘é’:‘b]wn—
sion, he be restored to communion and fellowship with this
hurch.” During nearly thirty years he had the burden of
shame and ig‘numin}'_ hut ]IA\' an npl'i_-_:_'lll. lite had t.-(-mln_-lln_w{
the confidence and esteem of his townsmen, and of his breth-
ren in the church.

In Willard’s History there is a condensed statement of the
case of Moses Osgood and his wife, which lingered through
fifteen years hefore reaching a final settlement. The chief
feature of interest in the whole transaction was the infinite
l);lilt'lli':‘ of all the 1}:11'“{‘.4 concerned. so faras can be I]lli]:_:’('ll
at this late day. The matter came before the :‘hul'('h *after
tife .1Ih rnoon service on Lord's day, Jafkaey 27%1765.” The
|"ll'1l<-- 1! adTabsented themselves from communion in tlte [zr-]\
§I1H]nl more than twelve months™=< By vote of the church
hrother and sister Osgood were required to aive the Feasons
of their absenting themselves ” in writing, to be communi-
cated on the first Sunday in March. The pastor sent a copy
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th: votes hy Br. [wngmnn Ballard : but for a “special rea-
S0 ltt l!l‘]f\“]‘ ' llr ‘l]tl copy to I;l') 1:]».1 P vh Abbot. “h“ “1

H;‘z_'.‘f:wm-n:.u of Br?¢ ] John Sarceant, delivered it to the xu.l

I:I'AJJ‘.\A]’.;H'H'-; Osgood in his own ﬁmlm.-. J Jede 7 e r{;
The oceasion of the trouble was the introduction of g new
version of the Psalms. In many places the bringing in of in-
strumental music eaused divisions and unseemly demonstra-
tions even in the house of worship. But it is stated that the 7
most violent form of dissent in Lancaster was the .~|J tking of
one Mr. Wheelock’s head \_‘r ien the pitch pipe was sounded,
and the departure of A M. llnli at the sound of the same /|
harmless instrument, or \\ln m © funeral Ihulrg'ln WAS sung, 2l
Many however were arieved by the use of the new version. po
Dunster, president of Harvard College, had made an improve- il
g ment on the translations of earlier New England writers, as Ll
John Eliot. Welde and Richard Mather, and his work was i
used in Lancaster till after the death of Mr. Prentice. The
intricacies of the ease need not be given, though interesting 'i
to a student of the past. Mr. Osgood was asked if he did J
not esteem it his duty to have made a regular application for -
redress of any grievance, instead of withdrawing from the e
Lord’s table, and replied in the affirmative. Being called .
upon for their reasons for withdrawing, Mr. and Mrs. Osgood t &
.|m|11 «d in the following statement to the chure ]1
*We being called ulmn by you to give thé Feasons of our yth
withdrawing from thie T Lord’s Supper U]u v oare as Inilrn\:ﬂl) A
viz. The bringing in thie New Version, Eh.kl of Tate and
Brady,) as we think, not in a prudent and regular way. — S
Also we find in said Version, such words .lHiIFF\[)!l ~-u-1|~ as
are unkngwn by us, so that we cannot sing ywith the under- u»‘
standingZilso. — The composers of the said \({ rsion we find ol
have taken too great a' Hiberty to themselves, as we think, t
depart hun%l fe *wruphm 8. — And as for IH: Hymns t: 1|\1 g ok
from other parts of tie Bible, we know of no Warrant in thé awk
Bible for them, and shall humbly wait on such as are thé main- “ b

tainers of them to produce and demonstrate the warrantable-
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e

ness for them from the Word of God. — We ar > therefore
Wi ntmﬂ Il?v l\'!urr\mn or in some way or other lh: ‘~11|~!\ ing
the aboveséid doubts ; for they are a matter of 1‘*‘111 wance to
us, |ini we think we are wronged in nlll"fn'-hc st mh rest.
But if ‘]u ace and’ “imz should again reign among you as for-
merly, we should rejoice thereat ; and should be glad to rejoice
again with you as heretofore in all things. — These I]"?(r: Sl
sons, why in Eonscience, we cannot join with you in -]nilll
©rdinances. From }ullh mf\mu erity.

Vi § Oscoon.

May, 1765.”

These reasons were voted unsatisfactory, and then Judge
Wilder, jr., one of the deacons brought forward o ther grounds
of complaint. One was that they had said * tif& Church had
broken @ovenant with them in bringing in 1!1{" New Version
of the Psalms, which they affirmed to be made for Papists mrl
Arminians, to be full of lh resy, and in an unknown Yongue.
Another was ” their affirming that Mr, H: !lllll"lull asserted at
tis Sonference Ilfi‘l lmv that he was ﬂlll tlge chiirch, and that
he would disannul Hl‘ 111(‘!"[111'3' ” And 11‘-“\ “ their positively
4]1 nying that they had affirmed that IIJJI' New Version was full

" Heresy.”

'.l'lu.‘. third point was not insisted upon, and the brother and
gister "“made such satisfaction as was aceepted " in relation
to the second. Dea. Wilder and his witnesses were then
heard ; and the accused offered what they had to say, under
the first article of complaint, when the church adjourned to
Ih:" close of the next publie lecture, which was July 11,1765,

t that meeting the action of the ehurch wt K“ modified to read
as follows: * l!m tlu 'y esteemed 1I|'1r jml reasons insuflicient
to justify their ~||1] 'hlullw and ister in the manner of their
late withdraw.”

The trial was prolonged from meeting to meeting, until the
church voted that the Pastor should send a letter of admoni-
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tion to the errving parties. In the meantime they were sus-
pended from communion. The letter was a solemn and faith-
ful remonstrance, sustaining the action of the church and
urging the brother and sister to perform their duty. The fol-
Iml.\'ill.:' entry shows how such business was done Immmh
"{}pmhurﬁ.'- 1765, \U|1 seable to H]l vote of Iir!s- (¢ [mit h on
Septesher 4 1765, the Pastor l;mu»m]ml Ee- thts House of the
faid Moses {}wnmL and in tife presence of Daniel Rugg and
Joseph Abbot, F:lu‘l]ns n of thé t‘}llfll']l. read th& abovedetter
f)I’.‘{u.Im;miliu.:Jl and Suspension to him. And as the wife of the
shid Moses was not at Nome, left a copy of it.”

The case was before the church again, next year, but with
no satisfactory result. Growing out of the «l]flii-.llil_\'. was the
following rule, declared by vote, June 8, 1768, by the church,
“that she expected of all her 111|*mhl-1‘.~a \\-’hu hﬁgﬁt henceforth
labor under :IJ]\'(fg"i'il‘\"!Iil‘l'.. that they should strictly pursue
all those me AsjITes for rédress prescribed in 1]:34:-011:_1itui‘icm
of tlu 8¢ 1]1111tf11 before they withdraw from her fmmun-
ion.”

In 1770 the church were on the point of voting " admoni-
tion and suspension,” in the case of another member, Br.
Benjamin Osgood. His offence was withdrawine from the
Liord’s table for more than two years before his reasons were
demanded. What his reasons were we are not informed. But
before the church took final aetion, he made the followi ing con-
fession. "I acknowledge, Bre thren, that my withdraw from

“@ommunion was just rhnmul of Offence to you ; for which I
desire to be humbled lml:-:i- God and you; and ask }'{Tr'ri\'v

4
ness of God and you, a 1}1 storation to your charity, and to thé

Jable of the Lord.” He was restored, and on his request, was
dismissed to the church in Swansey, where Mr. Harrington
formerly ministered.

But nothing appears to show that Moses Osgood ever ac-
knowledged the error of his ways, or that he was restored.
Neither does it appear that he was excommunicated. His
death oceurred in the year 1776, and we may charitably hope
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that he went where the  service of song” is more agreeable
than any human performance. -

Not so with Murs. Osgood, who made a statement to the
church, May 3, 1780, fifteen years after the trouble began,
and four years after her hushband’s decease , that she had not
concurred inany of the words used by her !m«lr;m'_l in his list
of reasons, but that in withdrawing from the Lord’s table she
had acted irvegularly through ignorance of the constitution,
and contrary to her covenant l.'!ll'_";!gi.‘]1]l‘lllr-i with the church, for
which she asked forgiveness. She was restored to full com-
munion,

In 1766 Dea. Josiah White, agreeable to his own request,
was dismissed from the office of treasurer of the church, and
received thanks for his fidelity. Dea. Joseph White was chosen
his successor.

In 1777, April 2, Josiah Wilder, Esq., Capt. Benjamin
Houehton and A\Il'. Cyrus Fairbank were elected deacons. In
September, 1781, Mr. Josiah Ballard was chosen to the same
office by ballot. .inhn Whiting became deacon in 178Y. This
was Gen. John Whiting, who was chosen treasurer of the
chureh in the following year.

The action of the church in the two following cases, evince
discretion and a Cliristian spirit. A division of feeling had
arisen between Dea. Cyrus Fairbank and Br. Joshua Fletcher.
Being brought before the church, that body refused to take
cognizance of it, but voted " seriously to recommend to them
both to converse together freely on tl Ife subject, and recipro-
cally endeavoy to bury their -‘{Itt[llnwiil(‘- in everlasting (abli-
vion. But ~]1m1h[ they fail of obtaining so de ssivable :|fg:md
Br. Fletcher is most earnestly requeste d to examine lmu-oll
hc:pmo that lw may thereby be satisfied that it is his crlll\ to
return to ths $able of thé Tmul from which he h: lﬁtahwnlwl
himselfi” g

Mother Ann Lee came to Lancaster abeut the year 1781,
and by her preaching and conversation, awakened much in-
terest in her peculiar views, especially in the northern section

a5
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of the town. Some members of the church living in that lo-
cality were led to © separate from their communion and join
the 5;"1‘1- of Staking Quakers,” in regar d to whom Hu‘i hurch,
June 18,1783, passed these votes. 2.1 (8 [lmi the said mem-
bers did not appear to them to be so nmp:mf d in mind, at the
present, as to be capable of receiving any be nefit from Coun-
Sl'_‘]..‘{'?'ll'l'l}tlr or 8dmonition ; and therefore, 2. lilmi' commit-
ting them to i!iﬁ}%ﬁ'u-\' and g‘r-w:- of God, th¥ hurch would
wait, untill they were become more ul]l able of re : eiving :HI—
vantage from their ( ‘hristian tmlm\ ors for their recove ry.

These few cases seem never to h.l\t- raised contending par-
ties in the ¢hurch, nor to have caused alienation between Mr.
Harrington and his people. During his ministry there was
violent agitation in neighboring churches and parishes, lead-
ing to a dissolution of the pastoral connection. In all these
cases, the church in Lancaster was involved, both by neich-
borhood, and by the fact that the disturbed churches were all
daughters of the mother church. The churches referred to
were those of Leominster, Bolton and Sterling.

The Rev. John Rogers, the first minister of Leominster
was settled in 1743. He married a daughter of Rev. John
Prentice, and was well known to the people of Lanecaster.
At the time of his ordination, and for some years after, he
was considered sound in the orthodox faith. Buf in the course
of ten or twelve years, he began to avow opinions which caus-
ed grave anxiety among many of his people. This ultimate-
ly led to a proposal for a mutual ecounecil, which he declined.
An ex parte council was then called, composed of pastors and
delegates from fourteen churches, near and remote. Two del-
egates accompanied each pastor. The couneil found Mr. Rog-
ers defective in several fundamental doctrines of the g‘f\r&]n‘.l,
and the result was his dismissal from the church in Leomin-
ster, and suspension from the minist Iy.

Mr. Rogers was a man of ability and considerable learning,
but as he had confessedly ceased to preach the body of truth
which he engaged to advocate at his ordination, the manly
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ORTHODOX OR HETERODOX?

4
-1

and Christian course for him to take was to withdraw firom
his church, and seek a more coneenial field of labor. But
leaving this, the special point of interest to the reader of our
local history, respects the conduet of the minister of Lancas-
ter on the occasion.  Was he honest or hypoeritical in join-
ing with the rest of the council in condemning Mr. Rogers?
[t was claimed by some, that Mr. Harrington had gone through
the same change as Mr. Rogers in his religious opinions, and
that he gave his voice and vote in opposition to his convie=
tions, to avoid suspicion and trouble at home, and in his lar-
ger ecclesiastical connections. Mr. Willard rather inclines
to take a lenient and favorable view. In this the historian of
Leominster, Dr. David Wilder mildly concurs, though evi-
dently in spite of grave doubts. DBut it is easy to believe in
the entire honesty and sincerity of Mr. Harrington in the
whole affair. The change from Orthodoxy to Arminianism,
Arianism and Unitarianism was very _:'l‘ilrl-’l'llgl]l"] without ob-
n'l'l'\'ii[i“l.!..f If, ax is generally supposed, Mr. Harrington be-
came an Arminian, so called, in the latter part of his life,
there is no decisive evidence that he ever went the length of
Mr. Rogers in the way of denying many main points of the
Orthodox faith. And there is no proof at all, that at the
time of Mr. Rogers’ trial, only nine years after his own set-
tlement in Lancaster, he had become conscious of the least
departure from the system of truth which he avowed when
installed in this place.

Mr. Harrineton had not a ]mlﬂﬁng' mind. "He was a good
seholar, but not an original investigator. He took the doe-
trines in which he had been educated, or which became preva-
lent afterwards around him. Ile was like a man whose vessel
imperceptibly glides along with the current, and who finds
at length, that he is at some distance from his point of depar-
ture. Or as a man, leisurely ascending or descending a moun-
tain, as the case may be, becomes conscious, after a while,
that the air has become murkier or clearer, and that he is in
a new atmosphere, so it is quite supposable that Mr. Harring-
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ton. in later years, had imbibed the views which had become
) H yeals, : : :

juite rife in fashionable circles, not only in Cambridge and

L

Boston, but in the Nashua v: alley.

The troubles in Sterling and Bolton had a different origin,

but the particular point which threatened disturbance here

was the same in both instances. It became a question as to

the relative power of the church and the clergy. The minis-

ters claimed, not only the right as moderators of the church
meetings, to give a casting vote whenever there was a tie;
but as ;uilzislﬂ-‘»‘ and pastors, they sometimes claimed that no
measure could be carried without their assent. In a word,
they asserted the veto power. i

~ It will be sufficient for all the purposes of this Ili.-';l‘}'. to

5_;;5\‘1_- a brief relation of the Bolton case. The difficulties arose

=

in Bolton from the alleged misconduct of the minister, Rev.,

Sliofrinimee ¥

A ads oloy [ v -‘ e - - v
s s ey ) Thomas Goss. A majority of the church dismissed him, and

o arespectable minority, claiming to be the church, adhered to
him. An ecelesiastical council was called which acquitted Mr.
Goss of the charges brought against him, and censured those
who had \'nIt'(IJ]IE: dizmission, bl‘}lt'.\’ tried .'i!su._ as a |nlu'i{'.'1]
result, to exclude them from partaking of Christian ordinances
with other churches. This was on the ground that the major-

ity, by uncongregational action, had unchurched themselves.
.I [n this condition of things, a committee of the majority, call- !
‘-' ing themselves the church in Bolton, applied to the church in '

Lancaster, to know whether they would be permitted to hold
communion in special ordinances ; or in other words, would
berecognized as members of a ( ‘ongregational church, in good
and regular standing. The matter came before the church,
July 8, 1772, when they were called, in the words of the Ree-
ords, to * consider (L“-‘L(H(I from a number of the Igﬂ‘&’lhl’*'ll in
Bolten, ~H‘-I|n\- themselves the fhln: h in Bolton:” The sub- -
ject was minuh 11'\1. and "after some considerable debate,

witl &y
vithout either +{-t@t*+-\—~H+vF' or rejecting the sid letter,” the
meeting was adjourned to the twenty-first of July, nearly a

fortnight, that due de |i|ul mnu micht be exercised.
i
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When the meeting eame, the question took this form:
“ Whether th&c |a-|1“‘1| 1-:- so far in charity with tife Jng--t]m'n of
Bolton, whose In tteris before them, as to be willing to receive
them to communion with them in iQ"]J-"i'lh:t] |f;'n“n:|:|rt-.\4 Secasion-
ally #” The vote was in the affirmative.

My, Harrineton then added the followine note and state-
ment of his non-concurrence.

* Which ¥ote was non-concurred by the Pastor as follows.
Brethren, I think myself bhound ill“#ll\ to God, to the Con-
oregational ch I/;fr in general, to thise !m;t h in particular, and
to my own conscience, llg.d:w'l:.::-. which I now do hefore you,
that I cannot concur®. I:I xihia VOLEE S e

“This vote shall be |«=u.-r-|'d;-ql. but my »ete must be record-
ed with it. i

“And as Ilis-]'f!‘l-rlml'i-!r from Bolton now see your charitable
J:nl]m it rm\tnlb them, I hu]n- they will be so far satisfied. —
But as the 1111.11 hadet in {]::-ll f|\r.- is not perfected, I hope
”ll v will not offer themselves to communion with us, till their

Loc dety is in a more regular state.”

Here we have the assertion of the veto power on the part
f the pastor. It is not known that the brethren of Bolton
ever put the matter to the test, by presenting themselves at
a season of commnnion. But if they had, there can be no
doubt as to the result. '|.|1£-‘\' would have been |N'1'!nii[r-r] to
partake of the elements, unless they had come for the express
purpose of carrying their point. In that case, probably lead-
ing members would have advised them to retire, and wait till
better times. The claim by the elergy to exercise the power
of \'['lf"lll_:': the action of the church has long been obsolete.
In Congregational circles the claim would now he considered
extravacant and intolerable. But no alienation seems to have
resulted between My, Harrineton and his flock.

And herein we have an illustration of the influence he had
over them. He must have been a lovable man, for his peo-
ple elung to him, and respected him to the last, notw ithstand-
ing political differences. and oreat changes in religious and
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290 HISTORY OF LANCASTER.
ecelesiastical opinions and usages. The .\\uwh of _\.[1'. Wil-
Jard may be here fitly quoted : My. Harrington continued to
live in harmony with Jnapmplx during a long and useful min-
\H\ : 10 ti\l]“u l1|\.||11h[ e illimvl his ”HGHI influence ; no
root of bitterness sprane up between him and his people. He
is re l)l'v—'i‘!l[t'li .d‘_»n._,cr-‘_.'—'v-:;',']-l r'u'.»éllt_‘t'[:lh!.l" |Jt|\\'t'!‘.~iut mind, with
great mil Iness and simplicity of character. Liberal in his
feelings, he prae tised charity inits ex tended as well as its nar-
row sense. True piety and an habitus il exercise of the moral
and social virtues, rendered him highly useful in his sacred
office, and an interesting and instructive companion in the
common walks of life.”

Mr. Harrington was born in Waltham, on the tenth of Feb-
ruary, 1716 ; he was in Harvard College in the presidency of
Rev. Benjamin Wadsworth who died in 1737, the year when
Mr. Harrington took his first degree. He was not an author,
though three of his sermons were given to the press. One

of these was from the text in IHosea 7: 9. " Strangers have

1, and he knoweth it not; yea, gray
hairs are here and there upon him, and he knoweth it not.”
The subject was expressed in these words : “ Prevailing wick-
edness and distressing judements, ill-boding symptoms on a
stupid people.” Another, preached in 1753, when the town
was one hundred years old, has been drawn from lareely in

the earlier part of this history. It is creditable to the author

]1\' its fulness lri’mlliel' ueid : arrangement and | pase of HI\L T !
Lurzey pem el L2 }aC"‘"f | k- v 1553 tafClialons
It hes-beet re printed -'1“'1‘1"1“1*I—+H1*]*t-- \\11(1 notes, in connection r

with the “ Removes” of Mrs. Rowlandson, :
Mr. Harrington was twice married. His first wife and the

mother of his children, was Anna Harrington, of Lexington,

a cousin, horn June 2, [?1"". and died May 19, 1778, Their

children were Henrietts u}un married John Locke, of Tem- I

I)lt'if:]]. hrother of Pres. Locke, of Harvard ("nlh'j_:‘t-_: Are- :

thusa, born in 1747, af Lexington, as was her eldest sister;

received into the church in Laneaster, in 1768, and ancestress

of many respectable families. Busebia. born in Lancaster,
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CHARACTER OF MR. HARRINGTON. 391

May, 1751 : received into the church the same day as the two

former. wife of Paul Richardson : Tilllt)”l‘\'. born in ITJJ’;, 9
eraduated at Harvard, 1776, a physician at ('ll_(_‘llL_l_b;IE_l_1‘i_l Dea,. ,;.".___: i::w{“;wf
Thomas, born in 1755, settled in Heath ; Anna, born in July, ﬁ:‘iﬁj“:“'
1758, married Dr. Bridge, of Petersham, and after his death, % Mtﬂ; e

L

Dr. Joshua Fisher, of Beverly. Other children died i in-
. phneas I
fancy. Hissecond \\'1|i“\\'.‘l‘~lht' widow of the Rev, _\[1 I.wlrru

‘ ff Framingham. Ko aniaminsd) o Dol A w8 i \—Is 0l 17 &0
e The death of Mr. Harrington occurred on the eighteenth
December, 1795, in the eightieth year of his ace. Mr.
Ll Thayer, his colleague, preached a funeral sermon, December
i ¢ 23, which was printed, in which he speaks in high terms of
the worth of his venerated predecessor. The intellectual fac-
ulties, the literary culture, the mildness, the affability and the
remarkable charity of Mr. Harrington are extolled. His pub-
lic discourses “ exhibited ample proots of the scholar and the
£ divine. The purity, pertinency and fervor of his addresses
. to the throne of erace” were acknowledeed and applauded
e by all. “In him,” says Mr. Thayer, “was discovered a happy
union of those qualities which egratify in the man, which

please in the gentleman, and which delight in the Christian.
He could so temper his gravity with cheerfulness, his decision
with mildness, and his earnestuness with moderation, that per-
sons of both sexes and of every age esteemed, respected and
,,“ loved him. The child looked to him as its father; the young
as their friend and eonductor ; the :!j__:‘r‘ﬂl a5 their i.".rltlp:l]iiuu
/ and brother,”

The annual list of admissions to the church shows a steady
aceession throughout the ministry of Mr. Harrington. Oe-
.r n.':l-%it'rla:li]}' a yvear would pass when the addition was small, but
d

the avernge number received, during the whole term of his
pastorate, was a fraction over ten. The whole number ad-
mitted to full communion, in forty-seven years, was four hun-
dred and seventy-eight. By reason of age and infirmity, Mr.
Harrington did but little service in the pulpit, or in pastoral
visitation, during the last five years of his life. Fifteen hun-
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dred and thirty-one were l"ll'“";"[l: ln'nh;nlnfl\' the laree ma-
infancy or childhood.

It is known that Mr. Harrinoton, like his predecessor, did
ire the presence and aid of the celebrated Whitefield.,

[t s l||1'|'|¢‘ ;Hr'«r'i"r!i' thathe mistook orunder-

jority of them in

not des

inhis own parish. sto
valued the spirit and influence of the great pulpit orator and
evanoelist. If so, he was sustained hy many of his clerieal
|=l‘<'iil|1'l-|1 who were steadfast in the formulas of the ancient
faith. Ther i ence that the two ministers of i;:ll.'i{‘:!a[:“l';

in the time of Whitefield dissented from his statement of doc-
Many then as now

Ihl!-rt"-'ilf

trines : they differed from him inm thods.
helieved ”.lrll t| ]r:il'iﬁl! minister could do more }_fmu[ in ten or
twenty vears. without help, except in times of extraordinary
iuh-]‘s-;t: than by the occasional aid of evaneelists. Many now
as then. believe that there is a numerous class in congrega-
tions and communities, who will never be aroused from spir-
itual sloth, and led to decision 1n 1'\"]1!5{”[. unless I]l-.-_'- are
awakened by means out of the usual course. On this sub-
jeet good and useful men may differ.  Mr. Harrington took
his i‘t-ml'-'.-.'. and has gone to his account. The chureh appears
to have had a laree share of influence, and to have increased
quite up to the average, in his day. His own personal and
pastoral influence was always in favor of pure, earnest, vital
godliness.

But he, in common with all the elerey, had much to con-
tend against in the spirit of the times. The proof is abun-
dant that there was a low state of morals, throughout the land,
during the last quarter of the eighteenth century. The lax-
ill\' !::-I‘_J'.‘lli before the Revolution, and., with loecal :"\'\'-.'|I[;.H]1.‘~'.

lasted down to the time of the goreat temperance and rali-

gious reformation in the first thivd of the present century.

The influence of camp life: of absence from home; of po-
litical contention ; of French infidelity, and of the free use
of imported and home-made intoxicants, went far to counteract
the power of domestic training in the ways of i i

rality and virtue, and the power of the pulpit in leading to the
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INTEMPERANCE. 393
fear and love of God. Reckless speenlation, horse jockey-
ing, eambling, lottery drawing, litieation, loose living and in-
temperance combined to lower the tone of thinking and living.
The vice of intemperance, especially, became fearfully preva-
lent. It rarvely invaded the ministry, but it left its foul marks
upon the records of the church : and in the community at large
its havoe was wide-spread and deadly. In the words of many
who remember the men who lived in the end of the last and
the opening of the present century : *everybody used to get
drunk.” Thisis, of course, a free expression, not claiming to
be precise, but it contains a true charee. Everybody drank ;
many drank freely, and to frequent intoxication : a large num-
ber became sots, and if IE!I‘}' did not die t'."ll‘]_\'. 1'!;[.*.&:4“{| a sad
and shameful old age. In these regards the former times were
not better than those in which we live. Perhaps the lowest
point of demoralization, in the large sense of the word, was
reached about the year 1800 : since which time society has

been on the ascendine erade.




CHAPTER. XVIII.
GENERAL HISTORY OF THE TOWN FROM THE BEGINNING OF
THE CENTURY, 1301, To THE YEAR 1843,

Iy the opening of the century, John Adams was still presi-
dent of the United States, in which office he continued till the
fourth of March. Caleb Strong was governor of Massachu-
setts, a man of eapacity and energy, and strong in the confi-
denece of the people. The sentiment of Lancaster was almost
nnanimous in the support of the chief magistrate of the state
and the nation. In this allegiance to the federal policy of
Washington the town never wavered. State richts and na-
tional supremacy were united in the view of the voters: or
more correctly speaking, they held that both the state and the
national governments weresovereign in their spheres, and that
the body of the people were under God, the source of power.

During the one hundred and fifty-seven years since the first
three habitations were set up in this valley, and the one hun-
dred and forty-seven since the town was incorporated, great
changes had ocenrred. Besides the revolutions which had
taken place in Great Britain, and which had affected the colo-
nies in all their interests, our own revolution had severed the
connection between the colonies and the mother count ry. All
these events were a part of the education of the people during
successive generations, by which their minds were stimulated
to thought, and specially trained in political science.

Local changes had kept pace with the progress of external
events,

The town had been shorn of its magnificent propor-
tions, and reduced to about one-third of
i matives had disappeared.

its former size. The
The wild beasts had been extermi-
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FLETCHER'S REMINISCENCES. 305
nated. The forests had been laid open to cultivation. The
land had been cleared of stumps and stones. The rivers had
been bridged, and made subservient to human use by means
of numerous mills for eutting lumber, working in iron, and
dressing cloth. The early log cabins, and one-story houses
had given place to substantial, convenient, and in some cases,
elegant residences. The schools had undergone oradual im-
provement, and there had been progress in }_"L‘I},.L‘i'u[ intelli-
gence and refinement.

In regard to education and manners, there had been a mark-
ed difference between a few families and the mass of the town,
from the first, through all generations. The former had been
in close eonnection with kindred families in Boston and other
ancient towns, and thus were familiar with the literature and
the usages of cultivated society. DBut the generality of the
inhabitants, though plain in dress, and homely in manners,
were sensible, independent and self-respectful, They were of
the true Puritan stock, and raised families of their own ways
of thinking. Thus the town maintained its highly respect-
able position in comparison with other towns, and also sent

off successive swarms to build up other communities.

FLETCHER'S REMINISCENCES.

The pen of the venerable writer who gave us, on a former
page, incidents in connection with the coming of the Carter
and Fletcher families, has furnished the following reminiscen-
ces of his early days. They give us a glimpse of life on George
hill, and notes in relation to several prominent families in other
parts of the town, near the beginning of the century.

“I recollect,” writes Mr. Fletcher, * one old Mr. Carter who
died about 1801. He was probably of the second generation.
Of the third generation were living on their respective pater-
nal farms, in my time, Joseph (‘.;1-11('1‘. John Carter, Thomas
Carter, and also Timothy Fletcher, Rufus Fletcher, William
Fletcher,— all hrothers and cousins. The children of these
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i families. of whom I was one, all went to school together
at the red school-house® al the foot of George hill. These six
eamilies raised at least thirty=-six children, only two of whom
sottled on the old homestead, viz., Alpheus Carter and Otis
Fletcher. The former died in middle age, without issue ; the
latter sold out and moved to Clinton where he now resides.
* Mary Ann Fletcher, daughter of Timothy, and great-grand-
daughter of' John and Hannah Fletcher, was the last of the
Fletchers on George hill.  She was of the fourth generation ;
was born in 1798, and died in 1867. Other members of the
family emigrated, and have descendants now in almost every
gtate in the Union. Robert Fletcher, of the second genera-
tion, settled west of Blue hill, on a part of the Carter grant,
known long after as the Fletcher farm. Next to him resi-
ded his sister Lydia, married to Abel Rugg. Their land was
in & cold, rocky region. I have heard that Robert was killed
by the Indians.
*1 do not know the last of the Carters on George hill, but

[ believe none of them remain. Their descendants, like the
Fletchers, are in many of the states where land and living
are more easily obtained. The Wilder family is another fam-
ily run out on the hill.”

The Wilders are still numerous in other parts of the town,
especially in the Center and South Lancaster. The Fletchers
are represented by Charles T. Fleteher, nephew of the writer
of the above. The Carter descendants in the town general-
ly bear other names.

Ouar 1'11]'t't‘.~2]lllllllt'm ]!l’nt':‘-'i[.-& in his recollections as follows :
“InJanuary, 1809, a little past fifteen years of age, 1left my
native town for a situation in a store in Boston. My reeol-
lections are previous to that date. Of the old people whon
I recollect faintly, are uncle Ruoe, and his wife, aunt Lydin;
Capt. Elisha Ruge, and his brother who was ealled [nickname]
Chippirous Rugg ; Mr. Moses Wilder: old Mr. Carter, ]J!‘I"—
haps the father of John Carter ; Ebenezer Allen and his wife.
Her I saw again several years after her husband’s death, dur-

*Not the present brick school-house.
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FATHER'S COURTSHIP. 397
ing a visit from Boston to see my mother. T went with her
to see aunt Allen. She was then about ninety-three years
old, and her daughter Tabitha was near seventy-five : and at
that age she tallked to her daughter just as thouoh she was on-
ly a child. *Tabby, bring a chair:; Tabby, do this and do
that,” ete. They had always lived together, and the relation
between mother and child had never been broken. We were
shown large hanks of linen thread that aunt Allen had spun
that summer, on the little wheel. What interested my at-
tention was aunt’s discourse about father’s courtship. She
described him as a fine-looking, high-spirited young man, who
rode a handsome, dapple-gray horse, and was altogether supe-
rior to the other beaux who came to visit Mary. The distance
between their houses was near three miles, quite a ride of a
cold, frosty night, when the ground was covered with snow.
She had much to say about the wedding day. She was mar-
ried the next May, and moved into his father’s house. His
mother had then been dead eleven years. The original house
was a ltrg' house. After a time a frame was built on the west
end of the log house. Again, after a time, the log house was
pulled down, and a frame built in its place ; probably on the
occasion of Joshua's marriage.

“ I recollect Mr. Moses Smith, the blacksmith; Capt .n( TOSS,
the carpenter; Josiah Flage, town clerk, a principal citizen

and storekeeper.”

Next follows a view of Lanecaster asit appeared to the youth-
ful Fletcher in 1808. “ Beginning at the (George hill school-
house, and going westward, the first house was Samuel Wil-
der’s, and adjoining, Calvin Wilder. Above the great hill,
Maj. Fletecher. On the right hand road leading to Sterling,
Mr. Lincoln, My, Stevenson, Capt. Elisha Rugg, Dr. Litta, »
[sic] ; and on the Sterling line, Joseph Peirce. Then in
."'slvr-lin:-_". Mr. Headley and the famous ( ‘apt. Thomas Wright.
On the Worcester road,* first, William Wilder: then Moses
Wilder, John Wilder, Capt. Gates, Esq. Thurston. From

* The branch on which Messrs. Banceroft, Pope and Tuttle now reside.
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the school-house, north,* Joseph Carter, .h-shu/n Fletcher.
John Carter, Rufus Fletcher, Polly Conquerette, Peter Os-

On the lane leading west, [by Frank Taylor’s new

good.

.hunm.-‘i Thomas Carter, Isanc Rugg, Ephraim Carter, Jack
("-n'h-r-.\\'][l[n\ Carter, 1"i ter Divol. [Inearly times this was
a county road, and the first road over George hill.] On the

voad leading south from the school-house, ,\[.m.tmnll Wilder,
Capt. “““‘-- On the road leading east from the school-house,
[towards South Lancasfer, ] Moses Smith, Capt. Ward, on the
gorner, |ucm Mrs. Midy Ware's, | and farther east, on the Bos-
ton road, [near the house of ' Mrs. Humphrey, | the splendid
mansion of Dr. Atherton.

* Beginning at the meeting-house, and going south, (there
was but one meeting-house, then, the old frame building which
stood on the Common at the intersection of the roads,) first
was Squire Sprague’s house, now occupied by his grandson,
Myr. Vose, near the river. Then the new graveyard, then the
minister's house, the Rev. Nathaniel Thayer. Then Mr. Josh-
ua Fleteher, jr., Capt. Goodwin, Gowen Newman. A hat-
ter’s shop was on the other side. Opposite to Dr. Atherton’s,
the old store with a court and open place, and beyond a large
two-story frame building, unpainted. In New Boston, (South
Lancaster was then called New Boston,) Squire Flagg’s house
and store ; the widow Flage's house ; on the opposite (east)
side, Mr. Ballard : on the same (%est) side, Mr. Bower’s tav-
ern. On the other side, a blacksmith's shop, and then Murs.
Sawyer, Mr. John Thurston’s hatter’s shop and house, and
near |l‘\', his brother’s house. At the corner of the road lead-
ing [ by Deers Horns| to Worcester, the stage house and tav-
ern. Thenee on the road south, a dreary waste until we came
to uncle Allen’s house, nearly opposite to where Fuller’s saw-
mill is now located. Here T used to stop and rest when I went
to mill. The pieture is — an old horse loaded with bhaes of
corn and rye, and a little boy ten years old put on top,— bare-
foot, linsey-woolsey jacket and pants, a felt hat less the erown.
That was me.,

*This road went west of the house of Mr. Henry B. Btratton, up the hill, and so on
to the road by David Matthews.

"

JLo )
H




DLl R o locols Lohonce Tlls ¥ & Geneer/ cloaroclor />4

A ‘;71' o o

y
Vo it ; / 7 S ey
3 I(‘F! d Buodh wod A 44_4___4'1‘.!- = Jo ¢ Lo --'-'.*I .'r-ft*-'td a /{u' repan ey s
v / AT 4 / y . - / /
1heleltad biens) Freaf | i Lod Radbs batinls LT — it Ky s 3 o
7 / { i / / y, r
Jhe Jhod proced fhrod froes faa O ehtlontan,, Plece. & Bee
i : ; 4 [ ) ' . ; y I
trcd ik Schort bote) F o e Withe gloe Hsfs & Beo J e,
Mo cted seidl L"{.‘_g,;’j Lrttnt. dedf- Cod™ Mo L gl L b R s

Jm;cul, M o e 4....4«\.5' Aereatevraty ﬁ““ﬂ_' P | C.-Lf
/J'”W‘ A /{{1”-} latcn~ ‘“"'1 e /‘“‘4 Cl'“'zt*‘tv e 2/:. froetd

& &
W‘,‘}l\; u’ﬁ‘\_! t/3 o flacons~ oA &u olel ('-A .ow

4 : 4 I" =~ U 7 i
J*(l n-/r_fiku g,&q:.., Laraif JIr.u.:-LdL 4"47?.)’{.!—41(_,’ g, tend ttonn

tbi-({_f“ L.a.c{a..x e I 1~ 2";(, b o
h“ El.((,.,___._‘_’{ e e Hr oL 'f‘;“’i— I/M otlels Reratr” “ vodf Lote.

a‘{n..}‘,., / r? - 9 -







LOCATION OF FAMILIES, 359

"Unele Allen owned about two hundred acres of land in
that vicinity. Journeying thence south, the next house was
Capt. Gould's, [the home of the poetess, Miss Hannah F.
Gould, | and one other house, (1 forget the name,) and then
[ came to the mill,* where Clinton now stands. The mill and
the miller’s house was all of what is now Clinton. A loose
sandy soil, with serub oaks and acres of pine, and at the eross
roads the distriet school-house. is my recollection of the site
where the busy city [town] of Clinton now is. I suppose at
that time much of the land might have been houcht for five
dollars an acre.

My recollection of the Old Common is. Esq. Whiting’s
house on the south, and Gen. Whiting’s house on the north
side of the street, Capt. Liee’s brick house, Mr. Safford’s house
and bakery, Jonathan Wilder, Horatio Carter, Mr. Pollard. &e.

“On the north road from the meeting-house, Maj. Rice,
Mr. Prentice’s store, the store-house, Mr. Sweetzer and others.
On the north road. i'lhl’uillﬂ'h the North Village, | Maj. Fisher,
Mr. John Bennett, and ascending the hill. Dr. Carter’s large
house. Near Wekapeket brook, Mr. Lawton’s house and one
other, and the saw-mill. On the eross road south through the
woods, Mr. Houghton, Mr. Osgood, uncle Rugg. These are
some I remember in my boyhood: also Esq. Stedman, Dea.
Wales, Eli Stearns, and Mr. Torrey.

“The old people when they walked to church, wore white
caps and broad-brim hats, and long, blue greatcoats, and walk-
ed with long canes.”

The following paragraph in regard to the value of land then
and now, will be read with interest. “On George hill and
the farming section, the price of land has remained nearly
stationary. About the year 1804, my father bought two acres
of Mr. Wilder for sixty-six and two-thirds dollars. About
the year 1870, C. E. Blood who resides in the same house,
married to my father's great-granddaughter, bought three acres
from the same farm, .'ii.]"[{illllflrg' the other, for one hundred dol-
lars. No alteration in value for nearly seventy vears. While

*The site of Prescott’s mill.
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in the south part of Lancaster—now Clinton—Iland that might

then have been bought for five dollars, is now worth more than
five hundred dollars an acre.”

In recard to means of travel, Mr. Fletcher states that in
his hu\'ll“mm]. a stage couch left the Lancaster house three
times s week, The following words give his appreciation of
the scenery of his native town. * [n beauty of landsecape,
hill and :l:li«-, river and mountain, Lancaster and its surronnd-
ings, exceed any place which T have seen. and I have been in

eighteen states in this Union.”

ANNALS.,

The proceedings of the annual March and subsequent meet-
inos, will bring before us Lancaster as it was in the year of
nu‘f Lord, 1801. Gen. John Whiting was moderator, Josiah
Flagg was clerk, and Daniel Stearns, treasurer. Josiah Flage,
.l{m'!.lh White and Thomas Ballard, were selectmen. The
qusessors were Jonas Lane, Samuel Ward, John Maynard.
An auditing committee annually inspected accounts. This
year the duty was performed by Timothy Whiting, Eli Stearns
and Ebenezer Torrey. The school visitors were Rev. Nuthan-
iel Thayer, B. W. Willard, James Goodwin, William Gould,
John Maynard, Jacob Fisher, William Stedman, Josiah Flage,
Timothy Whiting, John Thurston, John Hunt, Stephen Wil-
der. These men belonged to certain districts, as follows. Wil-
lard, No. 1: Goodwin, No. 2: Gould, No. 3; Maynard, No.
4 ; Figher, No. 5; Stedman, No. 6; Flage, No. 7; Whit-
ing, No. 8; Thurston, No. 9: just as our schools are now
numbered, with No. 6 dropped out. No. 10 was in Clinton.
The Latin grammar school committee were Gen. Whiting,
Maj. Rice and John Thurston. Their duty was to hire the
master; Mr, Thayer had the principal care of the school.

The committee chosen the preceding year to regulate or
bound the districts, made a report 5ulir~'lmliiull.\' as follows,
which was adopted.
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BOUNDS OF DISTRICTS. 401

District No. 1. The inhabitants and estates living within
a line drawn south of John White’s farm, from the west bank
of Nashua river, running westerly, north of the farm lately
owned by Reuben Lippenwell, and Joseph Ruge; thence
north, including the farm of John Myeall to Shirley line.

No. 2. The section of the town west of No. 1. to Leo-
minster and Lunenbure lines.

No. 3. Nearly the same bounds as pertain to the present
No. 3 school ; from south of Samuel Damon’s, westerly to the
small bridge north of Asa Warner’s. This bridge is over Canoe
brook, hetween the house of Mr. Sawtell and Shoeshank.

No. 4 was the Ballard hill, or Walnut swamp district, in-
cluding Ponakin, but excluding a few families west of the
bridge in North Village. ,

No. 5. The school-house was on the west side of the river,
near the house of Mr. Power. At one time the river under-
mined one side of the building. The district included some
families near by, and extended easterly to the house of Caleb
Lincoln, where Thomas Blood now lives ; thence northerly to
Quassaponakin brook.

No. 6 took in the whole Neclk, east and west roads, souther-
ly to the Sprague, Center and old Neck bridges. The school-
house was near the railroad-crossing north of the house of
S. R. Damon. At the same time the Latin grammar school
was between the houses of Mr. Stowell and Mr. Symmes.

No. 7 began at the river south of Sawyer’s bridge, [now
Carter’s mill, ] and went westerly over George hill, (between
the house of George A. Parker and the summit,) to Ster-
ling line. It included George hill and South Lancaster.

No. 8 included the Old Common and the roads extending
south to the bend of the river.

No. 9 took in all of Deers Horng, and extended, on the west
side of Mossy and Sandy ponds, to the Boylston line.

Nos. 10 and 11 included all the rest of what now belongs
to Clinton on both sides of the river. The present Center
and South Lancaster, now Nog. 11 and 10 had no separate
school, .
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402 HISTORY OF LANCASTER.

The town treasurer was directed to dispose of what stock
the town held in United States funds. The amount was not
large : $104.76.

The committee on the Center bridge were empowered to
build according to a specified model.

The selectmen were authorized to license Dr. Israel Ather-
‘ton to “inoculate for the small-pox to ascertain the efficacy
of kine-pox.”

On the fifth of April the town cast ninety-two votes for
Gov. Strong, and forty-seven for Hon. Elbridge Gerry.

For the new burying field, (now the Middle cemetery,)
fifty-six dollars were appropriated. The Old Common bury-
ing yard was fenced at an expense of about thirty dollars.
Eight hundred dollars were raised for highways. The roads
had been damaged by a great flood. The price of labor on
the highways was fixed as follows. Man’s labor, eight cents
per hour. Pair of oxen, five cents ; horse, three cents; cart,
two cents ; plough, one cent.

It was the practice of the town, during several years, to put
the great bridges under the care of certain men. The assign-

ment this year was:

Edward Goodwin, ; : . Sprague bridge.
.‘i‘:l}l'lll'}’.["l' '|‘l)1‘l'k.'}'. . . . _\-l'l__‘.]s- ¢
Jonathan Wilder, . 5 . Atherton 1
Daniel Stearns, - : . Paul Whiting’'s: ¢¢
William Haskell, LN, 5
Josiahh Bowers, ! : . Paul Sargent’s

The Center bridge was not yet built, and Ponakin bridge
had been washed away.
The subscriptions for the new road from the corner of Gen.

Whiting’s land, (Old Common,) to the guide post near Lan- o
caster meeting-house, to be a post road instead of the old &
Neck road, and to be paid in labor or materials, were accord-
N
*

ing to this list.
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HORSE-~THIEVES. 403

John Sprague, . i . . $100| Paul Faulkner, ; ; . 85
Nathaniel Arnold, . ; . 20| Thomas Safford, . : . 15
Thomas Ballard, . . . 15 | Prentiss and Atherton, . . 10
Jacob Fisher, . . - . 6 | Paul Whiting, 5
Merrick Rice, . . " . 30| Stephen Wilder, 5
Oliver Carter, : . . 15| Samuel Wilder, 2d. ‘ 4 B
William Stedman, . : 3 20 | Samuel Ward, - i 215
Timothy Whiting, . 4 o 25

Abner Pollard, . : - 5| Total, . . " $#311.00
Richard Haven, L d . 10

In May, Samuel Ward was chosen representative to the
general court, and the vote for candidates for congress gave
the following result. Gen. John Whiting, seventy-eight ;
Jabez Upham, Esq., forty-five ; Seth Hastings, Isq., four.
There was no choice, and at the next trial Mr. Upham was
dropped, when Gen. Whiting had eighty-six votes to ninety-
five for Mr. Hastings. The latter carried the district.

The committee to consider and report on building Ponakin
bridge and repair the road, were John Whiting, Jonathan Wil-
der, Jonas Fairbank, John Carter, Jonathan Whitney, Asa
Warner, Benjamin Wyman.

In August a plan was adopted with reference to pursuing
and eapturing horse-thieves, who then infested the region, On
the ninth of November the plan was enlarged, and thieves of
every kind were included. Two if not three lawyers were
on the committee, viz., Merrick Rice, William Stedman and
Ebenezer Torrey. Probably it was hoped that a committee
full charged with law would he a terror to evil doers. Perhaps
it was at this time, and in reference to this state of morals,
that the following lines were written by a cynical rhymster,
who had some wit, but/whese head] at times, was a little daft.

“ Lancaster, a long and narrow strip of land,
Cursed at each end, and in the middle damned ;
With well-fed jockies thickly peopled o'er,

A fair outside, and truly—nothing more.”

The building of Ponakin bridge was finally committed to
John Maynard, Jacob Fisher and Daniel Laughton. This
closes the municipal history of the year.




HISTORY OF LANCASTER.

LIST OF VOTERS.

A roll of names is an important element of history. In the
history of a nation we look for the names of the actors. But
as 1111-‘“1“11}:0[' such history forbid the insertion of many names,
we are. of necessity, confined to those who filled the highest
places. A town history is nothing without a Tllll|1'f]!|it'il"}’ of
facts. and the more names can find a place the better for the
work. This is a sufficient reason for inserting the f'n]ln_n\\'ing
list of voters in the town in the year 1807. These men, with
those who had recently passed away, and those who soon were
added to the list, were the town, in its corporate capacity,
for a whole generation. The list was found among papers
relating to Lancaster in the library of the Antiquarian Society,

Worcester.

Allen, Ebenezer, | Carter, Oliver, Farwell, Joseph,
Allen.. Samuel, Carter, Solomon, ! Farwell, Leonard,
Atherton, Israel, Carter, Thomas, Faulkner, Paul,
Atherton., Peter, (_I]Iil.‘;l.', (']::ll‘]l_'.-:', Fisher, J.‘u'v}:,
Baldwin, Oliver, Chinnery, Thaddeus, : oo, Josiah,
Ballard, Jeremiah, Clark, Gregory, | Fletcher, Joshua,
Ballard, John, Clark, James, | Fletcher, Timothy,
Ballard, Thomas, Cook, Aaron, Fletcher, William,
Barrett, Jonathan, Daby, Nathan, | Fuller, Edward,
Barrett, Reuben, l.l:tmlm, Samuel, Fuller, J:lu:rs,
Bennett, Elisha, | Damon, Samuel, e Fuller, Solomon,
Bennett, Nathan, Divol, Ephraim, | Gates, Abraham,
Bennett, Thomas, jr., Divol, Manassah, Gates, Thomas,
Blanchard, William, Divol, Peter, Goodwin, Edward,
Bowers, Josiah, Dolleson, John, Goodwin, James,
Brigham, Ephraim, Eager, Horace, | Goodwin, John,

Burbank, Nathaniel, Eaton, Nathaniel, (Goss, Daniel,
Buterick, Horatio G., | Elder, James; jr., Goss, Daniel, jr.,
Carter, Calvin, Emerson, Elias, (ioss, John,
Carter, Ephraim, Emersgon, Fphraim, Goss, John, jr.,
Carter, James, Fairbank, Cyrus, Gould, Nathaniel,
Carter, James, jr., Fairbank, Jonas, | Gould, William,
Carter, John, Fairbank, Jonas, 3 | Harris, Daniel,
Carter, John, T Fales, Jeremial, Haskell, Elias,

Carter, John, 3d,

“ales, Jeremiah, jr., Haskell, Henry,
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Haskell, Israel,
Haven, Richard,
Hawks, John,
Hawks, John, jr.,
Hayden, Daniel,
Haywood, Moses, |

Hazen, Ebenezer,
Hildreth, Micah,
Hildreth, David,
Hiller, Joseph,
Hosley, John,
Hougliton, Benjamin 2d
Houzhton, Oliver,
Howe. Thomas,
Hudson, Robert,
]I_\-‘ll\" .]ulm.
Johnson, Aaron,

Johnson, Aaron, jr.,
Johnson, Jonas,
Jones, Aaron,

-I-O]li‘.H‘ ,\i(:.’%&‘.ﬁ.

Jones, Samuel,
Jones, Samuel, jr.,
Joslyn, Jonas,

Joslyn, Samuel,

Keyes, Daniel,
Knight, Charles E.,
Knight, Manasseh,
Laughton, Daniel,

Lawson, James,
Leach, Joseph,
Lewis, Charles,
Lewis, Timothy,
Lincoln, Caleb,
Linecoln, Jacob,
Low, Edward,
Low, Jabez B.,

Low, John,

Low, Nathaniel, jr.,
Lyon, John,

Lyon, Luther,
Mallard, Abraham,
Mallard, James,

LIST OF VOTERS.
Maynard, John,
Mead, Theodore,
Newman, Gowen B,,
;\'n_‘\\'Jt'lilI!. -]l;:-'ullh.
Newhall, Pliny,
Nichols, -ru.*i_']ril,

| Oliver, Joel,

Oseood, E[n]n':lim‘
Oszood, Joel,
Osgood, Moses,
Peabody, Calvin,
Phelps, Abijah,
Phelps, Georoe,
I":ll_*lih" Robert,
I'ili.'-lp.-:. Sylvester,
Pollard, Abner,
Pollard, Gardner,
Pollard, John,
Prentiss, John,
Prescott, John,
Rice, Benjamin,
Rice, Ezekiel,
Rice, Joseph,
'i‘l{ri.‘., J\Itfl'l:'il']{,
logers. Joseph,
Robbins, John,
H\J]nhil]é_‘, John, 2d,
Ruge, Aaron,
Rugz, Abel,
Ruge, Abijah,
Ruoo, Daniel,
Elijah,

Ruge, Ephraim,

Ruge,

Rugg, Isaac,

Rugg, Joseph,
Safford, Thomas,
Sargent, John,
Sarcent, Seth,
Saunderson, Elisha,
Savary, John,
Sawyer, Amos,
Sawyer, John,

Sawyer, Luther,
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Sawyer, Moses,
Smith, Moses,
Smith, Moses, T,
Stearns, Daniel,
Stearns, Eli,
Stedman, William,
Stevenson, Martin,

| Stowe, Jacob,

Stadley, C.,
Sweetser, Jacoh,
Thomas, Joshua,
Thurston, Gates,
Thurston, John,
Thurston, Peter,
Thurston, Peter, jr.,
Thurston, Silas,
Torrey, Ebenezer,
Tower, Asahel,

Townshend, John,

| Townshend, Robert,

Turner, Nathaniel,
Wales, Joseph,
Ward, Samuel,
Warner, Asa,
Wheeler, Reuben,
White, Abijah,
\\'lj'lliﬂ};f. John,
Whiting,
Whiting, Timothy,
Whitney, Ephraim,

Paul,

Whitney, Jonas,
Whittemore, Nathaniel,
Whittemore, Nath’l j]‘.,
Wilder, Abel,

Wilder, Ebenezer,
Wilder, Calvin,
Wilder,
Wilder,
Wilder,
Wilder,
Wilder,
Wilder, Samuel,
Wilder, Samuel, 2d,

Gardner,
Joel,
John,
Jonathan,
Manasseh,
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Wilder, Stephen, | Willard, Amasa, | Willard, Simon,
Wilder, Titus, | Willard, Benjamin, | Willard, William,
Wilder, Titus, jr., Willard, Benjamin W., | Worcester, Samuel,
Wilder, William, Willard, Paul, | Wyman, Benjamin,
Willard, Abel, | Willard, Salmon, | Zweir, Jacob, jr.

ANNALS CONTINUED.

In 1802 Gov. Strong received more than two-thirds of the
votes for governor. Gen. Whiting received more votes for
senator than Mr. Gerry for governor. The general seems to
have been personally popular, and to have received more than
his party support, but being a Jeffersonian, was never elected
to eongress.

William Stedman now occupied a prominent position in the
town. In May he was chosen to the legislature, and in No-
vember he was sent to congress, in which body he continued,
by successive elections, till 1810,

The meeting-house needed repairing in 1803, and John Pren-
tiss, Jacob Fisher and Merrick Rice were chosen a committee
to attend to the business. In November, Dea. Joseph Wales
had leave to set a store on town land near the Latin erammar
school-house, a fact interesting as showing that there was a
common at the north of the railroad station. At the same time
the town chose Samuel Ward, Timothy Whiting and Merrick
Rice a committee to apply to the general court for authority
to hold a lottery. But on reflection, this action was wisely
reconsidered.

At the presidential election, November 5, 1804, the repub-
lican or Jefferson party showed a large relative gain, the vote
having been for federal electors, 96 ; for r'r-||1|l!li-(':m. 87. For
congress, William Stedman, 76 ; John Whiting, 84. Sted-
man had a majority in the district, but Whiting was the favo-
rite of the town. ;

It was a favorite plan of some, during many years to unite
several towns in establishing a union workhouse, and a com-
mittee of five was appointed in March, 1805, to confer with
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LAW SUITS. —WAR WITH ENGLAND. 407

the towns of Sterling, Bolton, and other towns in the vicini-
ty in regard to erecting a suitable building for the purpose.
The project was never carried into effect.

In April the selectmen were directed to build a hearse
house and magazine. The town supplied the military with
ammunition in those days. The next year the sum of $22.-
67 was voted to * provide powder for the militia,” The bass
viol came in for repairs every year, and the town voted a dol-
lar or two to keep it in working order.

At the congressional election in November, 1806, Mr. Sted-
man received ninety-four votes, and Gen. Whiting sixty-four.

The Records contain several references to law suits in sue-
cessive years. In 1807 Merrick Rice, Esq., was appointed to
defend the town in a suit brought by Sterling. The cases were
not of historical interest, with possibly one or two exceptions.
Some illustrate the state of morals, but the scandal of the past
may sleep in the records of the courts. In general the town
had costs to pay without the satisfaction of f__f:iinillj_ff its case.

The plan of having the selectmen nominate all officers to
be chosen at the annual meeting except those elected by bal-
lot, was brought before the town in May, 1808, and at other
times; but the article was always passed over. It does not
appear that the town ever gave any time to the consideration
of the subject, feeling doubtless fully competent to select its
own officers.

From the year 1808 to the close of the Tast war with I-an—
land in 1815, the people of Massachusetts folt a deep inter-
est in the foreign policy of the national government. The
commercial pl]!‘.:-'llil.% of the people in seaboard towns were
thought to be unfavorably affected by the embargo laws, and
other measures of the administration. The war was very un-
popular in this state, though the prowess of the army and na-
vy was recognized with pat riotie pride. The first reference to
this phase of national politics to be found in the town Rec-
ords, is under date of September 15, when the town voted to
present a petition to the president of the United States urg-
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ine him to suspend the embargo laws. Major Hiller, Will-
1;1{;1 Stedman and Samuel Ward were the committee to draft
the petition. Their report was adopted, and by vote, the doc-
ament was siened by the selectmen, attested by the clerk, and
sent to president Jefferson.

A special meeting was called, John Maynard in the chair,
February 1, 1809, *to take into consideration the alarming
state of our public affairs, and to petition or address the legis-
lature of this state on the subject of our grievances.” The

.|=J.~&.l'l'}lk ][J“:I

subject was ]'l:tifl'l'l‘fl to a committee of five,
Moses _‘imit‘h:;':'-'l'nn:m.h;ln Wilder, Samuel Ward and John
Thurston. The meeting adjourned to three o’clock, P. M.,
when the committee reported. Their report was adopted by
the town, signed by the selectmen, and sent to the general
court. This was an effort to reach the general government
through the state legislature. The town was strong in sup-
port of the federal party, as was evinced by the state election
in May, when the vote was for Gov. Gore, 198; Levi Lin-
coln, 97. This was the elder Levi Lincoln, who was attorney-
general of the United States under Mr. Jefferson.

The next year, 1810, Gov. Gore received nearly three- »

fourths of the votes for governor, against Elbridge Gerry.
However the latter was chosen, and was re-elected the next
year, when Caleb Strong was brought forward again, and was
elected.

The militia companies and town stock of ammunition cost
$70.95.

The ravages of the small-pox received the attention of the
iegislature, and a law was passed giving the towns increased
power to deal with theevil. Therefore the town held a meeting,
May 7, in compliance with the law, and chose a committee of
five,—Eli Stearns, Moses Emerson, Merrick Rice, John May-
nard, John Thurston — to * superintend the inoculation of
the cow-pox.” The inhabitants were required to assemble in
the several school-houses at specified times, for the purpose
of being inoculated.
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EPIDEMIC FEVER. —ANTI-WAR. 409

Three days later a special meeting was called by ™ person-
al notice,” that is by leaving a notification of the meeting at
each voter's residence twenty-four hours before the time of
meeting. The town was alarmed by an epidemic fever which
prevailed at the time. If appearsthat the selectmen had called
in physicians from other towns, in addition to those residing
here, and the town voted to authorize the fathers of the town
to " pay those physicians whom they have employed from
other towns the charges they have against persons unable to
pay such charges, and afford further supplies to such as are

sick :w:sl in distress.” K I _
te A = Aring RadCaqpned—) :
At Lht‘l-nﬁlvlm-l1.':1r1 Mr. :"~1¢~r]11i:|n)1m1mtﬁ’--lm—p+—cwn-lﬁ-
! - = 4 . i .
datefor-coneress] and the vote of this town was as follows :

Abijah Bigelow, of Leominster, 130 ; Timothy Whiting, of
Lancaster, 23 ; Moses White, 8: Ephraim Emerson, 1.

At the annual meeting, March 2, 1812, the late law regu-
lating the choice of town officers, and town meetings was
read. In the Records of different years, it is noted that this
law, or the law concerning riots, or the law against profane
cursing and swearing, was read in open town meeting. The
clerk also always recorded that prayer was offered at the open-
ing of the annual meeting, by Rev. Nathaniel Thayer. Some-
times he noted that the prayer was “appropriate : ™ then, that
Mr. Thayer prayed to the * Governor of the Universe; ” and
again to the * Great Author of all existences.”

As the war was about to be \\':i:‘_}‘t"tl. the federal or anti-ad-
ministration sentiment became more pronounced, Gov. Strong,
the head of the peace party, received votes as follows, 217,
while for Gov. Gerry only 74 were cast. Jut the town was
ready to support the governor in repelling the invaders of
the state, and provided knapsacks for the militia.

In June a petition to president Madison was voted by the
town, calling on him to * avert the calamities of war if it can
be done consistent with the honor and dignity of the nat ion.”
Orto ™ memorialize congress on the subject of the war.” Pass-
ed by a vote of 115 to 15. In August, John Maynard, Jona-
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410 HISTORY OF LANCASTER.

than Wilder and William Cleveland were sent to a county
convention, and Joseph Hiller, Jacob Fisher, Eli Stearns,
3enjamin Wyman, John Thurston were chosen a * committee
of correspondence and publie safety.” This measure had a
smack of the old revolutionary spirit. At the November elec-
tion, when presidential electors were chosen, this town gave
but twenty-two votes in favor of Mr. Madison, to one hundred
and eighty-six for the “1' position candidate.

The question came up, whether the town would e mploy the
celebrated Dr. Nathan ."ﬂ:m} , of Hanover, N. H., to operate
upon the eyes of Archibald Melntosh ; and the question was
referred to Drs. James Carter, Samuel Manning and William
Smith,

This year marks the extension of business in the south part
of the town, now Clinton, when it was voted to l'Yf‘Ill]lj \Ic-s.-:l'.a
Poignand and Plant from taxation.s They st: 111( d a f: u’ml\

. ; Igag*
on the site of the old Prescott llll[[ Hli.t lnluhtl \jlt re the
yarn factory of the carpet mill now stands, and lu’m; men r.li
enterprise, did a large business for those days. Mr. Poignaud
was a native of the Isle of Jersey, one of the islands in the
British channel, near the coast of France. _'r‘;l'ht' people ave
French, but subjects of the sovereion of England.)

At the election in April, the vote was for governor, Caleb
Strong, 226 ; Joseph Varnum, 62. For first representative,
Jacob Fisher, 155, and fourscattering ; second representative,
William Cleveland, 95, with 79 for others.

In 1814, February 21, a special meeting was called to * con-
sider the propriety of petitioning the It_'_‘_‘;'ir-i!:lilll’t'. of this com-
monwealth to adopt such vonstitutional measures as to them
shall seem necessary relative to the oppressive operation of
the late embargo lawg of the United States, as well ag to in-
sure to the people of this commonwealth their rights as ¢itizens
and as a gtate.,” The matter was referred to Eli Stearns,
Moses Smith, Jonathan Wilder, Jonas Lane and Samuel Man-
ning, whomade the sensible report that * considering the pres-
ent session of the general court is near closing,

and also the
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THE ARTILLERY MARCH TO BOSTON. 411

small glimmering prospect that a peace may take place, and
the oppressive restrietions on commerce be removed,” there-
fore the subject should be referred to the May meeting.

The militia expenses in 1813-14 for powder and other ar-
ticles were nearly $200.

It is known that several men belonging to the town were
in the military service during the war with Great Britain, in
the years 1812-15, but the number cannot be given. The
rolls containing the names of the soldiers in the national army
are #54:in the state Archives. Perhaps the record office in

L

Washington contains the needed information, but it could not

£

be conveniently examined.

In the autumn of 1814, the company of artillery belong-
ill_;' to this town was summoned, in haste, to Boston. This
was a volunteer or independent company, containingfifty-or
sixtmembers. Capt. John Lyon led the company when they
marched away on a Sunday, and continued in service about
two weeks. Then Capt. Lewis Parker, of Sterling, for some
reason, took the command. Perhaps a fourth of the com-
pany was made up of Sterling men. A few, frgm other towns
were in the company. Joln Taylor was geeend lieutenant,

2 .
o vicedhviety days. Capt. Carter Fisher, a venerable citizen still
living, went as a substitute, being too young to be a member
of the company. He remembers the return, when the soldiers
v marched through the Center to the gun-house in North Vil-
lage, where they were dismissed. The company was in no
action, and the alarm having subsided, it was sent home.

There were two infantry companies at that time; one in
the north and the other in the south part of the town. The
latter marched, having been called out on the supposition that
it was a volunteer (:nl;']i:;in_\'. When the mistake was discover-
ed, the company was dismissed. The cannon of the artillery
company belonged to the state, and with the tumbrils and

- and _.Un’:tl?-;_ml Mallard was ensign. The company was in ser-

other property were kept in the cun-house, which stood near-
ly opposite the house of Henry Joewell.




412 HISTORY OF LANCASTER.

In the latter part of this year, an effort was made to secure
a better observance of the Sabbath. The files of the “Mas-
sachusetts Spy ™ about the close of the war, show that conven-
tions of ministers and laymen were held in diffevent places,
for the purpose of checking the alarming increase of Sabbath
desecration, growing out of the war. Dr. Thayer and other
gentlemen of Lancaster, were prominent in this movement.
Probably the action of the town in November was in the same
direction. The question was, shall there be an addition to the
number of tythine-men? The town voted in the negative,
but chose the following committee to aid them in carrying
out the laws relating to the due observance of the Sabbath :
viz., Jonathan Buttrick, Joseph Leach, Moses Emerson,
John Goss, Abner Pollard, Calvin Wilder, Jacob Fisher,
Caleb Lincoln, Jonas Lane, Pliny Newhall, Jeremiah Dyer,
Benjamin Willard, Elisha Sanderson, Charles E. Knight,
Moses Jones, Daniel Wilder and Solomon Carter. These men
were in different sections of the town, and occupied * strate-
gie points,” where they could notice all travelers, or strollers,
and ascertain if such persons were abroad on errands of * ne-
cessity or merey.”

FIFTH MEETING-HOUSE.

The time had come for better accommodations on the Sab-
bath. The old meeting-house, — the fourth since the settle-
ment of the town,—was built in 1743, and was unsuitable in
style and dimensions, for the altered circumstances of the peo-
ple. The town was still united in one parish, though there
were individuals besides the Shakers who did not attend the
ministry of Mr. Thayer. There were a few Baptists, Swe-
denborgians and Quakers; and some were connected with
no religious society, though but few families entirely neglect-
ed public worship. The town regarded Mr. Thayer as their
minister, and there was an uncommon deoree of harmony in
church and society. I l
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FIFTH MEETING-HOUSE. 413

At a town 1|il~\"[’i|l::__“, May 1, 1815, a committee — Messrs.
Jonathan Wilder, John Thurston and Jonas Lane — was cho-
sen to confer with Capt. Benjamin Lee “respecting the pur-
:']l

deem-desirable for the purpose, suitable to build a meetino-

ase of. his farm, or such part of it as the committee may

house thereon.” The subject came before the town, October
23, upon two articles in the warrant, when on motion of Moses
Smith, Isq., it was voted “ that a committee of one from each
school distriet be appointed to view and consider what spot
would be most eligible to ereet a meeting-house upon, and
how much land would be necessary. If a spot on Capt. Lee’s
place should be considered preferable, whether the town can
afford to give the price he asks; and how the residue, after
selecting the spot, can be disposed of. Also to make some
estimate of the probable expenge of building a meeting-house
with brick as well as with wood**Also to consider the pro-
priety of compensating the pewholders, and otherwise dispose
of the old meeting-house.” The committee represented every
section of the town. No. 1, Elisha Sanderson, near the Shir-
ley line; 2, John Robbins; 3, William Gould: 4, Thomas
Ballard ; 5, Jacob Fisher: 6, Eli Stearns; 7, Samuel Ward,
8, William Cleveland ; 9, John Thurston; 10, Daniel Har-
ris, mwow in Clinton ; 11, Titus Wilder, near Clam Shell pond ;
12, Josiah Bridee, west Neck road, or Main street in the
Center.

On the fourth of December the committee reported that
Capt. Lee’s place was desirable, and that two acres were need-
ed. They further estimated that a building seventy-one feet
square inside, if made of wood, with poreh, tower and cupola,
would cost $12,000. A brick building of the same dimen-
sions would cost $14,000. If a portico were added, the ex-
pense would be increased.

At another meeting held the same day, it was voted to build
a new meeting-house, seventy-one feet square in the interior.
It was decided to use brick, and have a cupola. Major Fisher
agreed to buy the whole farm of Capt. Lee, and sell two acres
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to tlw town at a price * fixed by three judicious, disinterested
men.” The building committee were chosen, viz., Eli Stearns,
Jacob Fisher, William Cleveland. The towny oted to borrow
money to defray current expenses in building.

A meetine was held, January 3, 1816, to fix upon the size
of the house. The subject was referred to a committee who
were to report in half an hour. Their report was indefinite,
though within certain bounds. 2eported to build so as not
to contain more than 4,400 nor less than 4,200 Hllll‘il‘t’-’ feet.
It was also agreed to build both a porch and portico.’

The committee chosen to appraise the two acres of Capt.
Lee’s land, which had been selected for the site of the meet-
ing-house, were James Wilder, Moses Thomas and Thomas H.
Blood, all of Sterling, who decided that the *land was worth
$633.33, and no more.” The land was conveyed directly to
the inhabitants of the town of Lancaster, and the selectmen
were authorized, March 4, to receive the deed. It was voted
to have a clock dial, -mt] a committee was raised to prepare
sheds to cover lime, and for the shelter of the workmen. The
hiouse was to face the south, with the door on the south front.

This arrangement did not meet with general concurrence,
and another meeting was called on the twenty-first of March,
when the vote in favor of facing west was ninety-nine to
fifty-seven in favor of fronting south. The kind of wood for
the pulpit was left to the judgment of the-arehiteets Mr. Her-x
sey. Tradition sends down to us an amusing incident, which
probably occurred at this time. It is said that Capt. Cleveland,
then living on the Old Common, was the only man in town
who kepta coach. He came to meeting in what seemed quite
an imposing style. A Mr. Rugg made this an argument in fa-
vor of pl weing the front of the house towards the south, for,
said he, “Mr. Cleveland comes up the road from the .‘:&l)lﬂll,
and thus will directly approach the door.” An eccentric man,
named John Willard, and nicknamed * 0ld beeswax,” of whom
many anecdotes used to be told, immediately rose, and replied
that the reason just given reminded him of an invention of
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LOCATING THE HOUSE. 415

his which would remove all difficulty, and meet the minds of
every person in town, no matter from what point of the com-
pass he might come. His machine, he continued, was an im-
proved bed wrench, and by p

acing that under the meeting-
house, each mar, he came up, could take hold of the handle
and bring the house round towards himself. There was a
shout of laughter, and the meeting adjourned.

But the matter was not settled, and another meeting was
held on the eighth of April, when the former vote was re-
considered, and Hon. Moses Smith submitted a motion to
* settle this gquestion in a manner which shall be fair, and satis-
factory to all the inhabitants, and prevent the ill consequences
which always flow from disputes and quarrels in towns, and
to promote that peace and harmony for which this town has
ever justly been distinguished and celebrated.” He proposeda
plan for selecting a fair committee, which being amended on
motion of Dea. Lane was adopted as follows, in substance.
A committee of twelve, half of them in favor of the south en-
trance, and half of them in favor of the west, should be cho-
sen, who should choose a commiftee of six. These six were
to select a locating committee. The committee of twelve
were “nominated, voted for and chosen™ as follows. For the
south entrance, Samuel Ward, Benjamin W yman, Jonas Lane,
Jonathan Locke, Jonathan Wilder, John Thurston. It may
seem strange that Messrs. Lane, Wyman and Locke should
represent the south end, seeing they all lived on the Neck, and
north of the location ; but at that time there was no eross road
to the Clenter, and they came to meeting by the present resi-
dences of Charles Li. Wilder, and Dr. Thompson. The west-
siders were Thomas Ballard, Levi Lewis, Edward Goodwin,
James Carter, Isaae Child, Thomas Howe. The meeting was
then adjourned “ twenty minutes to give time for said com-
mittee to retire and select from the inhabitants, the two com-
mittees of three each to choose the locating committee.” The
committee soon reported the following list, viz., Samuel
Ward, Jonas Lane,John Thurston, (south ;) Thomas Ballard,
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[sanc Childs. Edward Goodwin, (north). Ballard lived on
Ballard hill, Childs near the North Village, and Goodwin on
the Lunenburg road. The town accepted the list. The names
of the locating committee are not recorded. The matter of
clock dials was left to the building committee.

There was another meeting, June 3, when the locating com-
mittee who were probably gentlemen not belonging to the town,
reported in favor of fronting the meeting-house towards the
south, as it now stands. The west-siders were not satisfied,
and asked to have an entrance on the west, with a suitable
porch in addition to that on the south. The old house had
doors on three sides, so that the proposition did not seem so
absurd as it would at the present day. After much question-
ing and answering and debate, it was voted that the locating
committee, and the committee who selected them, had acted
“with fairness and eandor,” and * that no undue influence was
had on the oceasion of locating the meeting-housge.” The vote
was unanimous. The decision of the committee was accept-
ed according to previous agreement. It was then voted, that
the * gentlemen of the locating committee, being at this meet-
ing, all present by particular invitation, are entitled to the
thanks of this town, for their polite attention in attending this
meeting, and that they be invited to retire to Mr. Rand’s tay-
ern, where refreshment is provided for them by the selectmen.”

The question was then put, whether there should be an ad-
ditional entrance and portico, that is, one on the west end, and
the vote was decisive. In favor, twenty : against, seventy-
five.

The location being finally settled, the corner stone was laid
with appropriate services on the ninth of July. Beneath the
stone a silver plate was deposited with these words inscrib-
ed : “ Fourth house builf in Lanecaster for the worship of God.

# 1816. May God make our ways ?f
Rev. Nathaniel Thay-
er, pastor of onr church.” The pastor made an address be-
fore the laying of the stone. The 87th Psalm in Belknap’s

Corner stone laid July Z,

prosperous, and give us good success,
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DESCRIPTION OF THE MEETING-HOUSE. 417

Collection was sung by a full choir of singers led by Mr.
James Newhall, and at the close, Mr. Thayer offered prayer.
This was in faet the fifth house of worship.

The town, August 20, voted to have a bell, and that the
weight of the bell should be left to the building committee.
November 4, it was voted that the shed ground should be
“sold to the highest bidders, and that sheds should be built
on a uniform plan.”

On the sixteenth of December a committee consisting of

the building committee, and one trom each district, with Capt.
I

waHersey, was authorized to “ assess the whole expense of build-

ing the meeting 1I(mw upon all the pews according to their
relative value.” The building committee were directed to sell
to the highest bidder all the pews not reserved by the town,
and the town treasurer was authorized to make and execute
good and sufficient deeds. The dedication was fixed for Jan-
uary 1, 1817,and Davis Whitman, Moses Emerson and Jonas
Lane were chosen a2 eommittee of arrangements.

The following description of the meeting-house, published
at the time, should be read before coming to the exercises af
the time of dedication. The extraet is found in the History
of Laneaster hy Mr. Willard, and perhaps was from his pen.
“The design of the edifice was by Charles Bulfinch, Esq., of
Boston, (afterwards national architect at Washington). The
body of the building is 74 by 66 feet, with a porch, portico,
tower and cupola. The portico is 48 by 17 feet, of square,
brick eolumns, arched with pilasters, entablature and pedi-
ments of the Dorie order ; the vestibule or porch is 48 by 19
feet, and contains the gallery stairs; the tower is 21 feet
square ; the cupola is l:il:l.‘-ll!:i-i‘, and of singular beauty —it is
surrounded with a eolonnade of 12 fluted pillars, with entab-
lature and cornice, of the Ionic order; above which is an
Attic encircled with a festoon drapery, the whole surmount-

ed by a dome, balls and vane. The height from the ground

is about 120 feet, Inside, ih(\ front of the gallery is of bal-

ustrade work, and is suppol‘tud yy ten ﬂutul pillars of the
27
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418 : HISTORY OF LANCASTER.

Doric order, presented by a gentleman of the society, Major
Jacob Fisher. The pulpit rests on eight fluted columns, and
four pilasters of the Tonic order; the upper section is sup-
ported by six Corinthian columns, also fluted, and is lighted
by a circular-headed window, ornamented with double pilas-
ters fluted ; entablature and cornice of the Corinthian order.
This is decorated with a curtain and drapery from a Parisian
model, which with the materials, were presented by a friend,
S. V. S. Wilder, Esq. They are of rich green figured satin.
A handsome Pulpit Bible was presented also by a friend, Mr.
Abel Wrifford. A bell weighing 1,300 pounds was given by
gentlemen of the town.”

The interior of the building has since been altered and im-
proved, but the architecture and general appearance, both
within and without, remains unchanged ; and distant be the
day when its grand and comely features shall be marred by
the dissolving touch of time or the vandal hands of man.

On the last Sabbath of the year, the people took a formal
farewell of the ancient meeting-house. At the afternoon ser-
vice Mr. Thayer preached from the text : “ Thy servants take
pleasure in her stones, and favor the dust thereof.” Psalm
102 : 14. Passine by the history of the church and the town,
on the ground that an edition of Rev. Mr. Harrington’s Cen-
tennial discourse had recently been printed, he m{._‘r(-i_\' glan-
ced at a few g(-mel':ll facts in relation to the character IJI-:. the
people in the past. The spirit of union and harmony had en-
abled them to go through severe trials without division and
alienation. The town had been privileged with * reference to
the men of honor and afluence ™ who had been its inhabitants.
He could “recount many worthies who were the friends of the
ministers of Christ:; who were the unfailing ohservers of re-
Iiginns institutions ; and whose example, talents and riches
were consecrated to theinterests of virtue, and fo advance the
prosperity and quiet of this church and town.” A tribute was
paid to the freemen because of the “ propriety, the order, the
union and despatch” which had characterized their elections
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FAREWELL TO THE ANCIENT HOUSE. 419

and town meetings. They had obtained distinetion by their
hospitality and charity. The early settlers were a sober and
virtuous race. "The Christians,” he continued, “who heretook
up their early residence, or received their first views of re-
ligion, appear to have been men extraordinarily enlightened,
and whose hearts were full of the charity of the gospel.” He
spoke of it as a*memorable fact™ in our history, that in one
hundred and eight years there had been only ten months, the
time which elapsed between the death of Rev. Mr. Prentice,
and the ordination of Rev. Mr. Harrington, in which the church
had been without a settled minister. Then follows this ref-
erence to his two immediate predecessors. “If is no less
worthy of being mentioned with gratitude, that our records
are not defaced with any instance of a controversy between
this church and either of their pastors. I have evercontem-
plated those two holy men as remarkably displaying a model
of the ministerial character at the time in which they respec-
tively lived. Inthe Rev. Mr. Prentice were united the com-
manding dignity, the severity of manners, the pointedness in

his public preaching, which were thought by the generation
he served to be indispensable characteristics of a Christian
minister. *The young men saw him and hid themselves ; and
the aged arose and stood up.” The Rev. Mr. Harrington ex-
hibited the urbanity, the condescension, the cheerfulness, the
candor for youthful errors and frailties which are congenial
with the spirit of more modern times, anda nearer imitation of
the temper of the Great Master. While classical learning shall
be viewed an honorable attainment: while charity and the
general practice of the ministerial and Christian virtues shall
enhance personal worth, or be esteemed an ornament to soci-
ety, and to the church, the name of Harrington will be in
precious remembrance.”

Mr. Thayer, speaking for the people, took leave of the old
place of worship in these words. * We now bid these walls
adieu, which are remembrancers of the worth of our fathers,
and of the ancient moral glory of this town. We bid them
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adieu as precious memorials of many religious privileges,
blessings and consolations we have ourselves shared. We bid
them adieu ; and we appeul to Him in whom is “all our suf-
ficiency,’ to aid us in executing this solemn purpose : that we
will, by our example, our public spirit, our condescensgion,
consecrate every power he has given us to preserve the repu-
tation, to advance the prosperity, and to promote the peace of
this church and town.”

The next day was devoted to the sale of the pews, of which
there were one hundred and thirty-four. They were valued
at $20,000, an average of about $150 for each. The highest
valuation was $230, and the lowest, & 1%: The financial re-
sults will be found under a subsequent date.

On Wednesday, January 1, 1817, the new meeting-house
was dedicated to the worship and service of God. Aged peo-
ple who were present remember that there was a great con-
gregation present on the occasion. The spacious house, in-
cluding gallery, aisles and porch, was crowded. Rev. Mr.
Capen, of Sterling, made the prayer of invocation, and read
the prayer of Solomon at the dedication of the temple, as
recorded in I Kings, chap. 8. The prayer of dedication was
offered by Rev. Dr. Bancroft of Worcester. The concluding
prayer was by Rev. Mr., afterwards Dr. Allen, of Bérhin. A

» Jarge choir, trained for the occasion led in the service of song.

The pastor, Dr. Thayer, preached the sermon from Ephesians
2: 19-22. *Now therefore ye are no more strangers and for-
('i:__{’l]l‘l'H.. but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the house-
hold of God; and are built upon the foundation of the apos-
tles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner
stone ; in whom all the building fitly framed, together grow-
eth unto an holy temple in the Lord: In whom ye also are
builded together for a habitation of God through the Spirit.”
The points of the sermon were : 1. The rJ:,:m'rh';‘.g,‘ of churches

of Christ. 2. Their common foundation, being *built upon

the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ him-
self being the chief corner stone.” 3. The means by which
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SELLING THE PEWS. 421

the churches may be made to appear as a well-proportioned
and perfect spiritual structure.” The sermon in tone and
spirit, was finely adapted to promote harmony in the church
and community. A report of the dedieation in the Boston
Centinel states that the assembly * testified by their profound
silence and solemnity their approbation of the services.”
At the March meeting the appraisal of the pews by a com=
mittee was approved, amounting to $20,000; the pews re-
maining unsold were left with the committee to l:\(‘d:-,i:}i(:lu‘tl‘li__ld PIPIR AL
it was voted to procure blinds for the pulpit wlmfmvntn shade '%7_.
the trimmings of the pulpit. '
In April the selectmen were authorized to " regulate the
1111t‘rmir mli lul]mﬂr of the bell ;” and ‘-"il 4.34 were allowed for
* entert: I]I]HI"‘ musicat the dedication.’ It is supposed that
the word * ente rtaining ” does not refer to the quality of the
music so much as to the entertainment provided for the per-

e

&

formers who gave their aceeptable services on the occasion.

May 5, the town being in session, voted that the clock should
be paid for by the town, as that was the only tax on the town
for the house. Before the business was finally settled the town
was obliged to meet quite heavy arrearages. At the same
meeting the building committee reported that the whole cost
of the house, including interest on borrowed money, was
$19,088.66. One hundred and four pews had been sold for
$16,297, which were settled for. Four pews had been sold,
but not paid for, which brought $501 including choice money.
One pew was reserved for the minister, and four were free,
equal to $800 ; and twenty-one pews remained unsold, valued
at $3,480,

llns was a good exhibit on the supposition that the unsold
pews should be disposed of at the appraised value ; that those
sold and not paid for, should be paid for; and finally that the
notes of those who had settled for their pews should all prove
good. In that case there would be a surplus of $198.34, be=
sides the free pews.

We return to the narrative of events, as they occurred.




HISTORY OF LANCASTER.
At the April meeting, 1817, $30 were equally divided between
the two military companies to procure instruction in military
musie, and uniform clothing for the musicians. The money
to pay the expense was taken from fines received from mili-
tary exempts. These companies had their regular fall and
spring “ trainings” besides the ” regimental muster ” in the au-
tumn. It wasa great day when training came, not only for the
militia, but for hucksters and small boys.

In May, 1818, the question came up in regard to exempt-
ing some from expenses in support of religious services, when
a committee reported that the © expense incurred for the pur-
chase of the meeting-house spot, support of -ll]f"lllff—-L1]tln|
expense of the meeting-house shedgand clock, be a parochial
and not a town charge.” This was probably a compromise to
pacify some who thought the town ought not to be chargeable
for things pertaining to the parish.

The old meeting-house was used as a town-house, though
sometimes when the weather was cold, an adjournment to the
tavern was effected. In 1821, April 2, the matter of build-
ing a town-house, and selling l[u‘ old house, was referred to
Jacob Fisher, Jacob Stone and John Thurston. At the May
meeting the question was whether the old meeting-house, or
town-house, and the Latin grammar school-house should be
sold, and a new town-house built. The committee in charge
of the question were Davis Whitman, Jonathan ‘m'h'irk
and Jacob Fisher. Nothing was done. But in April, 1823,
the matter was again agitated, and Jonas Lane, Davis Whit-
man and Jacob Fisher were entrusted with the business They
bargained with Henry Moore, of Bolton, to build a new town-
house for $440 in cash, in addition to the old house, from which
he took materials so far as they were available. The town
granted $200, and $298.80 were raised by subscription. The
old house was estimated at $150. Part of the surplus was
laid out on a new piazza instead of an old porch. The new
house was placed near the site of the former, and remained
there until the present town hall was built in 1848, and several










FIRST TOWN-HOUSE. 423
years later. It was sometimes used for thinly attended town
meetings in cold weather, and was also occupied for other
gatherings. It was finally sold, moved near the depot, trans-
ferred into a boot and shoe shop. It-isnewmroceupiedsbat
contains much of the timber and some of the framework of
the fourth meeting-house.

The work being finished, the town, on the first of March,
1824, resolved *that the thanks of the town be presented to

Davis Whitman, Esq., and his associates, a committee ap-
pointed to contract for, and superintend the building of the
new town-house, for their faithful services, j_g'l‘:ltllilu|1-.s‘l_\' ren-
dered in that behalf; and particularly to Mr. Whitman, the
chairman of that committee, for his liberal donations, his con-
stant and unwearied ‘ttteutmn generously bestowed in the

erection and completion lJ{ said house, wherel by the town is
furnished with a handsome .111:1 wmmudlmr« building for lhe
transaction of their munu ipal ¢oncerns.’ Codd, &« ¥

The Latin grammar school was sold to * the best advantage
of the town,” an Academy having been established.

Laneaster, in August, 1820, voted against a constitutional
convention ; lmt as the state decided to call such a body, the
town sent as delegates, Jacob Fisher, Esq., and Mr. Davis
Whitman.

Eli Stearns was treasurer for the business of the new meet-
ing-house from the inception of the enterprise to 1820, when
it :.ll)|_){‘.:11‘t'i] that he had a bill amounting to $90.98 for services
as agent. This and some other matters were referred to a
committee, who made the suggestive report that the charges
were not greater than those by other men charged with such
business, but that the town in future ought to be careful to
see that such business should be done in the most economical
manner. In November, Benjamin Wyman, Esq., was made
treasurer for the new meeting-house. The next April he was
authorized to rent unsold pews for less than the interest on
their appraised value; and in November he was directed to
adjust the settlement of pew notes with those who were un-
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able to pay, and also to sell to the highest bidder all or any
of the unsold pews.

At the March meeting in 1822, Rev. Dr. Thayer proposed
to the town to relinquish fifty dollars of his salary, as his pro-
portion of the loss sustained by the society in the late sale
of pews. The town, evidently with reluctance, accepted the
generous offer, stating in a resolution that he had stood in
the front rank with the friends of that enterprise ; had bought
two pews, and had paid choice money ; but to gratify his feel-
ings, complied with his suggestion.

After consulting a “ learned and able lawyer " the town May
30, voted to raise $1,500 to pay arrears of expense in build-
ing the meeting-house. In May, 1823, the sum of $1,000
was raised for the same purpose. It was stated that so many
pews had been taken back, the debt for the house was still
large ; and that if it were not paid, families would not be at-
tracted to the town. The bell which had been broken, was
recast, with a weight of eleven hundred pounds. In 1824,
the sum of $2,000 was applied to the extinguishment of the
meeting-house debt; but the minister’s salary was restored
to its former sum, $550. This closed the business, but in the
meantime, quite a number had left the parish, having “ signed
off ” under the provisions of a law made to relieve those who
objected to paying for the support of religious views which
they did not approve. Previously all were taxed for the sup-
port of the parish, which was Congregational, just as they
were taxed for the support of schools, on the ground of pub-
lic good. The new law allowed all dissidents to withdraw,
and give their money in accordance with their own convic-
tions. That was a step towards the complete freedom which
now prevails,

The Constitutional Convention, which has already been re-
ferred to, reported to the people, fourteen amendments, nine
of which were approved by the voters of the state. The peo-
ple of Lancaster voted in favor of every amendment except
the fourteenth, which provided for making future amendments
without ealling a convention. .










BUYING A TOWN-FARM. 425

PROVISION FOR THE POOR.

The care of the poor had been confided to successive indi-
viduals almost without exeeption since the time when there
were indigent persons who needed support outside of their
own families. For a series of years Dr. Calvin Carter, a phy-
sician of wide reputation and large practice, had taken charge
of this unfortunate class, at a stipulated annual compensation.
Adding the cost of those who received aid at home to the sum
paid to Dr. Carter, the amount often ran above $1,000. Some
years it was more than $1,200. And yet the town charge for
the poor was less than before. Dr. Carter had ample room in
his large three-story house which was built for the accommo-
dation of medical students. The school having been abandon-
ed, he took in the poor, and added medical care to general
supervision. Itisa curious fact, that his house and farm, after
nearly fifty years occupancy as a hotel and a private dwelling,
was purchased by the town in 1872, as an asylum for the in-
digent.

In the year 1824, Rev. Asa Packard, a retired clergyman,
having been for several years a resident, moved in fown meet-
ing, March 1, “fhat a committee be chosen to ascertain at what
price, for the money at the delivery of the deed, a farm may
be purchased in this town, suitable for a pauper establishment,
in the opinion of said committee ; and that the committee
consider the subject at large, and report on the expediency
of changing the present mode of supporting the poor.” The
subject was referred to a committee of twelve, one from each
district. From No. 1, Levi Farwell; 2, Simeon Whitney ;
3, Nathaniel Warren ; 4, Thomas Ballard : 5, Jacob Fisher;
6, Davis Whitman ; 7, John G. Thurston ; 8, Richurd Cleve-
land ; 9, John Thurston ; 10, Daniel Harris; 11, G, Pollard ;
12, or Center, Asa Packard. The latter acted as chairman,
and has always been considered the prime mover in establish-
ing the modern system of supporting the poor in this town.
At the May meeting the committee reported in favor of buy-
ing a farm for a pauper establishment, and a new committee
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was chosen to make the purchase. John Thurston, Davis
Whitman, Jacob Fisher, Joel Wilder and Asa Packard. Voted
to borrow not more than $3,000. The committee reported,
November 1, that they had bought a farm of Benjamin Wil-
lard, :fcn'_;ni':liuin;{ one hundred and forty acres, for $2,000 ;
and had borrowed $2,000 of Robert G. Shaw, of Boston,
payable in two, three, four and eight years?” They had also
purchased another piece of twenty acres for $300. The town
was to have possession on the first of March, 1825. Asa Pack-
ard, Benjamin Farnsworth, 2d, and Calvin Wilder were chosen
a committee to have charge of the business till the March
meeting, make suitable repairs, and get things in order.

At that meeting the committee reported that they had bought
furniture, tools, Hh:vl{,él;l.\' and artieles of food, at a cost, in-
cluding wages, of $798.66. The following overseers were
chosen, Benjamin Farnsworth, '.-]l.t_,fj%ﬁ::t"[’]'l Farwell, Nathaniel
Rand, John Thurston, jr..luml Jonathan Locke. The com-
mittee had engaged Abel Osgood to be superintendent. All
the bills for the poor in the preceding year amounted to
$1,254.70.

In 1828 a bill of $1,528.99 was paid for new buildings to
complete the pauper establishment. The pul)-l‘ were provided
for on this farm till the year 1872, when the present house
and farm were purchased of Edward Phelps. It is believed
that the unfortunate wards of the town have been kindly cared
for in all generations.

ANNALS CONTINUED.

At the annual gubernatorial election in 1825, there was no
contest, Levi Lincoln receiving for governor, 123 votes, and
Marcus Morton the same number for lieut.-governor. There
was a single scattering vote for each office.

At this time the towns on the northern side of the state
from Boston to the Connecticut river and beyond, were deep-
ly interested in the project for digging a canal from the valley
to the seaboard. Ata meeting, June 20, Jacob Fisher, Will-
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I"[l{I"‘-Ef\'.i'rIXl']H.--- MAP OF THE TOWN. 4927
iam S mlm‘m.md Davis Whitman were appointed a committee
to * .g-p.-e information to the u\ll l'IlU'IIICt - (Iln famous Lo-
Ammi Baldwin,) in relation to |||~ kutw of the lmtl for a

L'”HT m:l promote the project so far as in their power™ The

canal was not made, but the public spirit of the citizens should
be remembered to their lasting honor. Itis by securing means
of transit to and from all points of the compass, 111:1"{ towns
and cities are builded,

The first notice of measures for warming the meeting-
house, is found in May, 1827, when Davis Whitman I)l’ul[g'l;t
the subject before the town, and $200 were appropriated.
Mr. Whitman, Joseph Willard and Nathaniel Rand were
charged with the business. The furnaces cost $188.70, Paint-
ing the wood-work on the meeting-house cost $175. Joseph
Willard got the buildings on the town farm insured at $1,400.

At the November election, 1828, the electors in favor of
John Quincy Adams for president, received 102 votes to 8
for Andrew Jackson.

April 6, 1829, the selectmen were authorized to act “ ac-
cording to their diseretion about preventing the river chang-
ing its course, and cutting off Atherton and Center bridges.”
The river in its course between Carter’s mills and the Cen-
ter bridge has varied much since the settlement of the town,
sometimes flowing back and forth across the whole breadth
of the intervale. .

At the May mwti.ug',‘ul'i er some very pertinent remarks by
Rev. Asa Packard in relation to the purchase of fire-engines,
the subject was referred to Levi Lewis, Ferdinand Andrews
and Luke Bigelow, to inquire and report. Fire-hooks, lad-
ders and buckets were procured at a cost of $50, but noth-
ing is recorded of engines.

In accordance with a Resolve of the general court, in rela-
tion to a survey of the sever: al towns uf the commonwealth,
James G. Carter,— April 5, 1830, —_moved that a committee
be chosen to cause a survey to be made of this town. The
plan included the making of a map, fixing the position of
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school-houses, dwelling-houses, ete., and giving topograph-
ical information. Referred to John Thurston, jr., Anthony
Lane and Nathaniel Rand. The survey was made that same
year, by Major Fisher, and the map was drawn by James G.
Carter, in 1831.

The election in 1830 gave Levi Lincoln for governor, 166
votes, and Marcus Morton, 5 votes.

In 1831 the town voted to pay for digging graves and at-
tending funerals.

An amendment of the constitution came before the town,
May 11, changing the beginning of the political year from May
to January

Firewards were chosen in 1832, April 2, as follows : Solon
Whiting, Jacob Fisher, jr., Ephraim C. Fisher, N. Rand,
Ezra Sawyer, John G. Thurston, Luke Bigelow, jr., Samuel
Plant, Asahel Harris, Jonathan Locke, Horace Faulkner,
Farnham Plummer, Ferdinand Andrews. The plan seems to
have supplied a large number of men with an office.

At the presidential election in 1832, there were 173 votes
for Henry Clay, and 16 for Martin Van Buren. The next
April, John Davis received every vote cast for congressman.
In November the vote was as follows: for governor, John
Davis, 176 ; Marcus Morton, 26 ; John Quin-v_y Adams, 26,
Mr. Adams was the candidate of the Anti-Masonic party.
At the congressional election in 1834, Levi Lincoln received
106 votes, and Isaac Davis 7. A ’ {

At a special meeting, February 4, 183

: yes, 69; no, 42.

#;5 Amos Wheeler
and others asked for the use of the town hall t6 hold reli-
gious meetings. The article was passed over. The ques-
tion was renewed at a subsequent meeting, when Davis Whit-
man, a member of the old society, strenuously supported
the request, maintaining broad views of religious comity.
The Orthodox, Universalists, and others who had no place
of meeting, were specially interested in the measure, and
the vote was carried in the affirmative.
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SURPLUS REVENUE. 429
Mr. Whitman declined a re-election as town treasurer at
the spring election, when it was voted “that the thanks of
the town be presented to Davis Whitman, Esq., for the
prompt and faithful discharge of his duty as fown #reasurer
during a period of fifteen years past, without any pecuniary
reward. And while we would most fully appreciate such an
example of fidelity and trust, alike honorable to the individ-
ual and the town, we cannot but hope that its influence will
not be lost upon his suecessors in the office.”
Expense for the militia, $186. This was the last year that
a minister’s tax, as it was called, was raised by the town.
March 7, 1836, Josiah Flagg, Esq., who had been town
elerk thirty-four years, declined a re-election ; when it was
voted unanimously, “that the thanks of the town be pre-
sented to him for his long, faithful, efficient, and highly ac-
ceptable services.” The Records were kept with great care
by Mr. Flagg, and his penmanship is almost as legible as

good print.  Joseph W. Huntington, Esq., was his suecessor.
At the election in November, Edward Everett had 245 votes

for governor, and Marcus Morfon 42. Levi Lincoln, the ;4

second of that name, received 23 votes for congress., The
electors who voted for Gen. Harrison as president, had 227
votes, and the Van Buren electors 44. James G. Carter was
elected to the general court unanimously.

The annual meeting, March 6, 1837, was presided over by
Jacob Fisher, jr. Mr. Huntington was re-elected clerk, and
James G. Carter was chosen treasurer, and also agent to re-
ceive the town's portion of the surplus revenue. The select-
men were to loan the money to any one who would refund
in forty-eight hours on hand. This was a part of the surplus
revenue of the United States which was nominally loaned, but
really given to the several states, on condition that it might
be reclaimed by the general government. It was then voted
to pay the “town debt for the pauper farm,” with this money.
This vote was reconsidered, at the April meeting, and on the

ey
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sixteenth of May, it was voted to “receive the surplus rev-
enue according to the terms of the law.” It was deposited
in the Lancaster bank, and loaned to the bank at five per cent.

Deer Reeves were chosen till the year 1838, when that of-
fice seems to have been dropped. But Fish Wardens were
chosen : viz., Benjamin F. Tidd and Torrey Fitch. A vac-
cination committee consisting of Calvin Carter, WRight Cum-
mings and Henry Lincoln, M. D.’s, was elected.

The election in 1838 drew out a full vote. Gov. Everett
received 305 votes ; Judge Morton, 60. There was quite a
contest about the

G

Tt . el .
representativeS The vote was as follows.
Silas Thurston? 22

P

l; John G. Thurston, 215; Joseph W.
Huntington, 122; Anthony Lane, 127. James G. Carter
was state senator,

[n 1839 a bounty on wheat, amounting to $62 was paid.
The town-house was repaired and painted. Davis Whitman
had charge of the business.

The presidential election in 1840 showed a democratie gain,
though the Whig party was largely in the ascendant. Gen.
Harrison polled 287 votes to 94 for Mr. Van Buren. Gov.
John Davis had 279, and Judge Morton 105.

Repairs on the Almshouse cost $182.55,

The election in 1841 is marked by the first appearance, in
this town, of the Liberty Party. Lucius Boltwood had nine-
teen votes for governor, out of three hundred and twenty-
seven. A small beginning, but the party had in it the prin-
ciple of life, and through its successors, the Free Soil and
Republican parties, became dominant in the land, and abol-
ished slavery. Dea. Charles Humphrey received twenty-
three votes as a candidate for the state senate.

The meeting, ;\;L.'_Il't‘]i 2, 1842, deserves honor for the fol-
lowing. Voted#fhat the town instruct the select men to de-
cline approbating any person or persons, the ensuing munici-
pal year, for the sale of intoxicating liquors, except for med-
ical and mechanical purposes.”
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LIST OF PRINCIPAL TOWN OFFICERS.

As the above closes the record of miscellaneous business
during the period under review, it will be convenient, in this
place, to insert the names of the principal town officers, ex-
cept those of the school committee.

Josiah Flage continued in the office of town clerk, with the exception of
the year 1828, when he declined a re-election, till 1836, a period of thirty-
four years. The Records, accurately kept and legibly written, are his best
monument.

Jacob Fisher, senior, or Major Fisher, was clerk in 1828,

Joseph W. Huntington, Esq., held the office in 1836 and 1837,

John G. Thurston was chosen in 13838, and was in office in 1842  All
who congult the Records will esteem these several elerks for their works’
sake.

The treasurers were as follows.

Daniel Stearns in 18025 %nd Eli Stearns from 1803 to 1820. Davis Whit-
man was elected in 1820 and served till 18375 He declined a re-clection,
and received the thanks of the town. Jameés G. Carter was then chosen,
and served gwe years. Nathaniel Rand was treasurer from 1850 to 1842,

The treasurers, without exception, appear to have been honest and capable
men.

The following gentlemen were representatives in the gen-
eral court, :

Samuel Ward, Esq., or Capt. Ward, in 1801. He had been delegate
several vears previeusty. This was his last term in the legislature.

William Stedman, Isq., in 1802. The next year he was eleeted to con-
aress, where he continued fill the year 1810.

Jonathan Wilder, 1808%6; Eli Stearns, 1806-10; Jonas Lane, 1808-12;
Jacob Fisher, I"SLI—II.‘-E; 1821, and 1823; William Cleveland, 1813-15;
(£, John Thurston, 1814-M, 1826, and=1840: Edward Goodwin, 1816; Ben-

jamin Wyman, 1817-19; Solomon Carter, 1818; Joseph Willard, 1827-28
Davis Whitman, 1827, 31: .‘.'5-:.‘|J(:__112I\\-r.i;;1i'|-_{'. Esq., 1829-30; |"'.'J'|'li_n:mr.1
Andrews, 1832; John G. Thurston, 18

82; 1838: Levi Lewis, 183% Dr.

ge Baker, 1833; James G. Carter, 1834-36; Joel Wilder, 1834, 1835; X
ilas Thurstonjy 1837, 1839; Jacob Fisher, jr., or Capt. Jacob

1841, 1842, 1840 Nebom Thanabn fy bi. <Dy Y

Geor

Fisher,

For econvenience the moderators, selectmen and assessors
will be tabulated. In some years there was a different mod-
erator at each meetino.

Tat b %14
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MODERATORS.

SELECTMEN.

1801

1802. John
Jonas Lane.

1803. bd.mlui “ ard.

John “' hiting.

W hmnrf

1804. Julm “ hmmr

1805. .[rjlm Whiting,
Jonas Lane, S. Ward.

1806. Samuel Ward,
John Prentiss.

1807. John Whiting,
Timothy Whiting.
1808. J. Whiting, Wm.
Stedman, J. Lane.

1809. ;John Maynard.
1810..- John Maynard.
1811. Merrick Rice.
1812, John Maynard,

Joseph Hiller.
1818. John Maynard,
Moses Smith.

1814. John Maynard,
Joseph Wales.

1815.
athan Wilder.

1816. Jaeob I isher.
1817. dJacob Fishu:‘.
1818. Jacob “I' fisher.
1819. .hmh L‘l‘-hl*r
1820. Jacob  Fisher,

Jonas Whitney.
1821. Jacob Fisher.

1822. Jacob Fisher.

1823. .Ju(.-(]h Fisher:
Jacob Fisher.

Eli Stearns, Jon- |

Josiah Flage, Joseph
White, T. Ballard.
Thomas Ballard. Jacob

Fisher, Wm, Wilder.
Jacob Fisher, William
Wilder, J. Prentiss.
Jacob Fisher, J. Pren-
tiss, Wm. Wilder.
John Prentiss,
Lane, Ed. Goodwin.
Jonas Lane, Ed. Good-
win, Thos. Safford.
Selectmen re-elected.

Lane, , 1 Moses

C7 Lincoln.

M. Smith, jr, C. Lin-
coln, Jere. Ballard.

rll]“i‘l_‘i
Smith, jr.,

Jonas

Jonas |

Selectmen re-elected.

Moses Smith, jr., Moses |

Emerson, J. Ballard.
Ed. Goodwin, Joel Wil-
der, Calvin -\‘!]Ih]
Moses Emerson, John
Thurston, Samuel
Manning.
Selectmen re-elected.

Sam’l Manning, Calvin

[ Wilder

| Re-elected.

[

| 8. Manning, Joel Wil-

der, E. Sanderson.

| Elisha Sanderson,Jacob
Fisher, J¢ Whitney.

Re-elected

Jonas Whitney, Jona.

| Locke, Jmmh Bridge.

| Re-elected.|

Jonas \\hi!m:_v. Jona-
than Locke, John G-
Thurston

Re-elected.

John G. Thurston, Cal-
vin Wilder, B. Farns-

2d.

| \\'nl'l]i,

, Joel Wilder. |
B.

ASSESSORS.

Lane, Samuel
Ward, J. Maynard.
Jonas Lane, John May-
nard, Benj. Wyman.
Benjamin Wyman, John

[lm ston, J. W hiting.
Messrs, Wyman, T hur-
ston annl. Whiting.

Assessors re-elected.

John Whiting, Benj.
Wyman, Wm. Gould.
3enj. Wyman, William
Gould. Jacob Fisher.
Benj: Wyman, Jaecob
Fisher, Ed. Goodwin.
Assessors re-eleeted.

1

B. Wyman, Jacob Fish-
er, SolomonCarter.
Asgessors re-elected,

13

Re-elected.

Wyman, Solomon
Carter, Moses Smith.
Re-clected.
B. Wyman, Moses
Smith, Isaae Childs.
Re-elected.
B.Wyman, saac Childs,
Ebenezer Wilder.
B. Wyman, Jacob Fish-
er, Jonas Lane.
Re-elected.
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1839,

1840.
1841.

1842.

_ Solon

Solon
P

A

MODERATORS.

Jacob Eisher.
Jacob Fisher.

Jaeob Fisher.
Solon Whiting

Solon Whitine

Solon

Whitinge.

Solon Whitine.

Whiting,

Solon Whiting

Solon Whiting.

Whiting.
J. G. Thursten.

o, I“i:-‘}lr:l'. j]\

J. Fisher, jr.

Fhurston,

Solon Whiting.
Solon Whiting,

Solon Whiting.

l SELECTMEN.
1
J.G. Thurston,C. Wilder
B. Farnsworth, 2d.
! B. Farnsworth, 2d, John

Thurston, jr., Jaceb |

Fisher, jr.
Re-glected.
Jacob Fisher, jr.,

Thurston, jr.,

thony Lane.
John Thurston, jr., Ja-

John
An-

cob Fisher, jr., An-|

thony Lane.

John Thurston, jr., An-
thony Lane, Nathan-
iel Rand.

| John Thurston, jr., An-
thony Lane, 8.Carter.

| Anthony Lane, Samuel

e

Carter, R

| Samuel Carter, Ezra
| Sawyer, Silas Thurs-
ton, jr.
G. Thurston, N. War-
|u'~s',\\-1|1 'I1l_n\':]_~\il-'1ul
John G. Thurston, Levi
| Lewis, J. Wilder, jr.
| Joel Wilder, g
|  Lewis, Chas. S:
! Re-elected.

|.1,

| Anthony Lane. Eph-

ASSESSORS.

Jacob Fisher, B. Wy-
man, S. Thurston, jr.
| Silas Thurston, jry, John

G. '1'I1m-.~'ruu, Solon
Whiting.
Re-elected.
8. Thurston, jr., John
Thurston, jr., An-

thony Lane.
| 8. Thurston, jr., Solon
Whiting, Martin Lin-
coln.
Re-elected.
|

Jonas Lane, Jacob Fish-
er, Samuel Carter,

Solon Whiting, John G.
Thurston, M. Lin-
coln.

Solon Whitine, John

Thurston, jr., Jacob
Fisher, jr.
Solon Whiting, Martin
Lincoln, Anth. Lane.
Re-elected.

Silas Thurston, jr., Mar
tin Lincoln, A. Lane.
S. Thurston, jr., Anth,
Lane, C. Atherton.
Re-elected,

| raim Fauller, Sidney |

Harris.

Solon  Whiting, Joel
Wilder, 2d, Charles
H;:\\'I\'m‘.

Re-elected.

Joel Wilder, 2d, War-

ren  Davis,
|  Howard.
| Warren Davis, Authony
Lane, Nathan Bur-
ditt.

Sidney

8. Thurston, jr., Nath.
Warner, Warren Da-
vis,

I':t"—l‘l{'l'll"l‘i.

Silas Thurston, Sted-

man Nourse, ordyee
Nourse,

Stedman Nourse, For-
dyce Nourse, Levi
| Farwell,

]J|-:r.1'.::_\1'}-_'—‘.—l_':1].:, Joln Maynard, Jonathan Wilder and William

laveland, Esq., were delegates to a County Convention at Worcester,
August, 1812,
\ 9%
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Major Jacob Fisher and Davis Whitman, Esq., were delegates to the
(‘.,q;rli:niiu“;il Convention, in Boston, November, 1820, for revising the
State Constitution after the separation of Maine.

SexaToRs.—Moses Smith, from 1814 to IS]}. James G. Carter, from

1837 to 1839.
Crenrk or taE Covrrs.— William Stedman, 1810-11, and 1812-1816.
AssIsSTANT JusTick oF THE COURT 01 Sessions.—dJohn Whiting, from
1808, March 1, to .\|i:'i| 20, 1809. Timothy Whitine, 1811,

Congrissyax.— William Stedman, eight years from 1803.

EDUCATION.
For convenience, the action of the town in relation to edu-
cation during the period included in this chapter, will be sta-
ted in a brief but connected narrative.
Previous to 1803, the town had been divided into eleven
districts. No. 6 embraced nearly all the Neck, on both roads,
and the cross road by C. L. Wilder.

I'he school-house was
near the crossing of the railroad on the east Neck road. The
families living on the west road — between the Center and the
North Village—wanted a school by themselves. The subject
was referred to a committee, and when they reported in May,
the old sixth district was divided. The east part extended
from the south end of the east Neck road as far north as the
fork of the road on the south side of Ponakin hill. The new
distriet, No. 12, reached from the house of Deacon Wales,
round by the meeting-house, and north to Mr. Hosley’s, who
lived a little west of the brick yard, on a discontinued road.

The appropriation for gchools in 1804 was $1,000. Of this
sum, the Latin grammar school was to draw $400, and the
school was kept in one place. The school money was divided
among the districts in proportion to the taxes; but a dedue
tion was made from the five central districts in favor of those
more remote. No. 5 _\'ivad seventeen per cent. ; Nos. 6,
7 ewe=+2; thirty per cent.; and No. 8, twenty-five per cent.

The question of repairing the Latin grammar school-house
was before the town at different times, but on March 3, 1806,
the whole subject of the Latin school was put into the hands

of a committee of eleven, representing all parts of the town.
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The committee were Leonard Farwell, John Robbins, William
Gould, John Maynard, Jacob Fisher, Eli Stearns, .J llféf;..lf‘l:tgg1
Timothy Whiting, Jonas Fairbank, Nathaniel Lowe, John Wil-
der, 2d. The committee decided that the school should be sta-
tionary eight months, from September 1 to the end of April ;
two months in No. 7, and two months in No. 4 districts.
For the first time the school committee were directed to
visit the schools at the beginning and the end of the term. The
singing-school was held every year, cost ing from fifty to eighty
dollars. The money was divided between the distriets accord-

ing to the following table.

No. 1 distriet, . . B87|No. 7 district, . v G0
2 * ['rl e 5 (4 X 2 ab
‘g ‘ 62| ¢« 9 o g
ety £ 3 : 95 ¢ 10 i i y 52
] ES . ; 39| <« 11 K : i 49
LU | 6 : ; 66| ¢« 12 5 . - 29

The record does not state the basis of this division, whether
of population, number of children, or taxation. It may be
noted that the expense of the schools uniformly overran the
appropriation. The repairs of the Latin school-house, cost
$94. The Neck scholars were better accommodated than the
other by the Latin grammar school, and probably this was
considered when the money was apportioned.

In 1810, the Shakers applied for a portion of the school
money, as they occupied one establishment in Lancaster, at
that time. The matter was referred to a committee, — Elj
Stearns, Jacob Fisher and Solomon Carter, — who made in-
quiries, and reported that the Shakers had a good school, and
that as long as they had as many as five scholars, they ought
to draw nine dollars. This arrangement was made.

The following vote, passed November 2, 1812, indicates
that the terms of admission to the Latin school were not very
high. " No childshall attend the Latin grammar school, (except
by permission of the selectmen,) unless he or she can read in
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the plain, easy lessons, by spelling the same.” It is supposed
that some young children, living near the Latin school, and

at some distance from the other schools, were permitted to at-

tend the former. But there must be some limit. ¢

In 1815, the school money amounted to ¢ about $1,060. The
next year ihu( &um was voted, besides fifty dollars for a sing-
ing-school. The committee to hire the Latin grammar school-
u];_n.\:ter in 1817, were Dr. Manning, Mr. Eli Stearns and Col.
Jonas Lane. The expense of the school in 1813 was $328: 2/
The following year the expense was $229.54, including board,
wood and smaller items. In 1815, $307.20; in 1816, $157.73
This decrease in the expense of the Latin grammar school
was followed by an increase the next year, when the appro-
priation was $300, but the actual cost was $375.91.

3ut the days of the school were numbered, though it had
a lingering death. In 1818, at a meeting, November 2, it was
yoted that the school should be kept five months instead of
twelve, commencing on the first of December. At the same
time, there was a re-distribution of the school money between
the districts, in the following proportion.

District No. 1, . . 880 |District No. 1 : . $100
£ EESCEN) : . 50 i 65 R - E .1.8'-"’-

4 P e S e RS, i L R 80
N B LR ‘e AT ] 70

e 2 60| s G s e B0

¢ e Dot e 85 £ BRI o 40

In this arrangement No. 7 included George hill and New
Boston, and the school-house was at the foot of George hill.
No. 12 was on the south or west side of the Neck, or Center.
The above table indicates a great change in the location of
the population. South Lancaster and Georee hill united,
drew only five :]n“:n‘v-; more than No. 4. or ]‘,‘-| lard hill : and
the majority in No. 7 lived on George hill as compared with
South Lancaster, __\u. 6 drew eighty-five dollars, while No.
12, or the west of the Neck drew only forty dollars. Nos. 1



it
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and 9, which were numbered then as now, drew each eighty
dollars. Both the schools in the Clinton territory received
but one hundred and thirty dollars, leaving seven hundred
and eight dollars for the schools within the present limits of
the town.

A further examination shows that a very large proportion
of this amount was expended in the north part of the town.
The six northern distriets, ineluding no part of the Center ex-
cept the east road of the Neck, drew four hundred and forty
dollars, leaving but two hundred and sixty-eight dollars for
the Center, the Old Common, South Lanecaster, George hill
and Deers Horns. At the present time more than three-
fifths of the population live in the latter section of the town ;
and a far greater proportion of the valuation.

The Shaker family were allowed ten dollars of school mon-
ey, in the ahove mrrangement.

The committee spent $280.75 on the Latin school, in 1818.
There appears to be nothing in the accounts for 1819, in re-
lation to the school except a few dollars for repairs. In 1820
the town raised $160 ; but the committeespent $256.46 in sup-
port of the school. The next year the question of selling the
house was referred to a committee, but a committee to hire
a Latin grammar master was chosen as usual : Davis Whit-
man, Jonas Lane, Solon Whiting. The school was in ses-
sion in 1821 long enough to run up a bill of $142. At the
March meeting, 1822, the question of abandoning the school
was raised, and was referred to a committee. The treas-
urer’s report shows that fifty dollars were expended for the
school. There was no appropriation for the school in 1823,
and the next year a committee was directed to dispose of the
Latin grammar school-house to the "best advantage of the
town.” Thus ended a school which had been in existence at
least sixty-five years, and which had been a blessing of incal-
culable value to the youth of Lancaster. It was established
in 1757 as a grammar school, while the other schools were
alled reading and writing schools. Tt seems to have had a
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classical teacher from the first; certainly very early in its his-
tory, and after some years took the name of the Latin gram-
Bofore the set-off of Sterling, it was sometimes

mar school.
After the separation,

kept part of the year in each precinet.

it was generally kept in the Center, near the house of Daniel

Stowell ; but at times it held sessions on Ballard hill and
Greoree hill about two months each, and the rest of the yearin
It is believed that some of the classiecal, and

the Center.
followed the school in all its migra-

perhaps other scholars,
tions.

The necessity for the school ceased before it was discontin-
ued, since the Lancaster Academy was started in the year
1815. Some interesting facts in the history of this institu-
tion will be found on a subsequent page.

Continuing the history of the town schools, we find that a
new distribution of the money was made in 1822, the boun-
daries of the districts remaining nearly the same. The amount
divided was increased about one hundred and fifty dollars, or
eighteen per cent., and the sum which each distriet received,
except Ballard hill, was also increased, but the relative in-
crease was not uniform. Thus No. 6 increased about thirty per
cent., and No. 7 just fifty per cent., and No. 12 eighty-five
per cent., while the other districts held nearly their relative
position. The population was evidently gaining in the Cen-
terand New Boston. The Shakers were allowed fifteen dollars
r_it' school money. l)’.\' jniilil]:_r' all the l‘t]”‘]!'l‘ll n their three
families, they had quite a school.

In April a vote was passed to join No. 6 with the part of
No. 5 east of the river, while the remainder of No. 5 was
united with Ballard hill district. The town also voted to
comply with the new law which required that teachers should
be qualified to give instruction in Orthography, Reading,
Writing, Arithmetic, English Grammar, Geography and
good behavior. Perhaps no citizen of the state had more in-
fluence in raising the standard of education, at this time, than
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DISTRIBUTION OF SCHOOL MONEY. 439
the Hon. James (. Carter. He was eminent as a teacher : at
different times he was a member of both branches of the gen-
eral court; he was an able and persuasive speaker, and in
many ways awakened a deeper interest in the subject of gen-
eral education. It was thought by many that the place of
Secretary of the Board of Education, when that office was
created, belonged to him rather than to the Hon. Horace
Mann, since he was more intimately identified with the cause
of eduecation at that time.

In April, 1826, distriet No. 7 was divided, Roper’s brook
being the boundary line. The school-house fell to the George
hill section. New Boston was allowed $90, and George hill
$60 of the school money.

It was voted, April 2, 1827, that school districts might
choose prudential committees. The law permitting this action
was found on trial, to be unfavorable to the selection and lo-
cation of the best teachers, and finally was superseded by the
law abolishing distriets. This year the town paid a bill of
$23.49 for school books. The r:'lllf‘:illlf_;‘—!-:r_'hfm] was kept up by
the town, costing between fifty and seventy-five dollars. The
committee were Solon Whiting, Ezra Sawyer, George Carter.
During several years from 18:

)

22 the schools were supported at
an annual expense of about $1,000.

The year 1831 witnessed an advance in the appropriation
for schools. the town having raised the sum from $1,005 to
$1,400. A new distribution of the money was made accord-
ing to the table below. The boundaries of the districts are
not given. There were twelyve districts before the division

of No. 7, and but twelve are numbered after that event.

Distriet No. 1, . . $131.00|DistrictNo. 7, . . $92.00
2, 82.00 ‘s 8, .« . 9000

L i 92.00 e 9. M 97.00

sk i TR 00 i 10, « 5 15700

ay DR R LB 40D 5 3 [ R 92.00

£ Gattes s 120,00 € T2 50 s EH 7400
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This arrangement was changed in 1835, but the difference
in the uppurtim1nm11t was scarcely worth the trouble of mak-
ing it.

The money raised by the town for schools was divided near-
ly according to the number of school children in the several
districts ; but the money received from the state, for this pur-
pose, was, in 1837, and thereafter, divided equally between the
districts. In 1838 the expense of the schools was $1,522.04 5
the appropriation was $1,400. Probably the committee over-
ran the sum voted ; they also used the money from the state
school fund.

In 1839 it was voted that prudential committees should
select and contract with teachers, in the districts where they
resided. The plan was popular for many years, but within
ten or a dozen years past, the authority to select and employ
teachers has been restored to the superintending committees.

An effort was made in 1841 to divide district No. 5, but it
failed for the time being. This finishes the educational rec-
ord of the town to the close of the second century after Pres-
cott and his comrades struck their first blows in the forests
of the Nashua valley. The names of the members of the
school committee from 1801 to 1843 are here in place. Rev.
Nathaniel Thayer was chairman of the committee during all
these years till 1840, when Rev. Edmund H, Sears, who was
bis immediate successor, was chosen to the same position.
Some of the names here given were found on the committee
several years, others but a year or two. Perhaps some have
escaped notice. It is well to bear in mind, that the chief care
of the schools was assigned to Mr. Thayer, and that the du-
ties of the other members were mainly prudential. The com-
mittee in 1803 were Mr. Thayer, Samuel Ward, Josiah Flagge,
Thomas Ballard, Ebenezer Torrey, Jonathan Wilder, John
Whiting, Isracl Atherton, Jonas Lane, John Maynard, John
Thurston, William Gould. In subsequent years, besides Mr.
Thayer and some of the above, were the following gentlemen.
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James Carter, [ Farnham Plummer, Amos Wheeler, 25 2. ¢
I Henry Wilder, 2 5
JosialFlage, fack pu. | James G, Carter, 273,
¢ | Alanson Chage, 35 5+
: g"'a”vm\ Lincoln, 37 ,

rmindacob Sweetser, | Davis Whitman *
$7.7 70, 12,0306 Moses Smith, jr.,
v Consider Studley, 1 lisha

Reuben Wheeler, § “‘u[nn W 111[11! ¥ty

I

i <t7e Richard Haven, R. J. Cleveland,/#2¢-2-3| Artemas Barnes, 1s
Thaddeus Chennery, | Joseph Willard, 23~ Fordyce Nourse, #o
Jonas Fairbank, Ezra Sawyer; ; | Charles Mason, #3
Benjamin Lee, Anthony Lane,2¢ Josiah Bridee, 1. /4,15
5. 6-0- 2 522 Timothy Whiting, S David Goodrich, 25 73.: ! John Davis, /3,
#o¢ Samuel J. Sprague, Ferdinand Andrews/3 ?i Benjamin Houghton,2d,
Joseph Wales, Stedman Nourse, 33, _'": C. G. Pickman, #7
o2 Eli Stearns, Luke Bigelow 36,5 ¢, /| Paul Willard, 7%
¢ot s #Joseph Hiller, Aaron [im-l;:mk.. 37 7 Charles Thurston, 2e. 2.
| IVOR-IQik I} vo William Cleveland, William H. Brooks,# Levi Farwell, 20.2-3. 3 -
rige- ;¢ —William Blanchard, Rev. Charles |'zu-k:u-d:ﬁ Samuel Plant, 27
U667 5.9 0.0.psMerrick Rice, Jeremiah Dyer, /472,76 John G. Thurston, £3, 4,
; 7, Jacob Fisher, Moses Emerson,/d:4%/ & Moses P{'-:n‘lv\'. i3

Calvin Wilder, /4 "' | Horatio G, Carter, 24z
Martin Lincoln, 256
Pr—Gondrich —19—

John Prentiss,
62,73 Thomas Safford. | Edward Goodwin,

¥.5 Titus Wilder, jr., Isaac Childs,

/%% Calvin Briggs, | Wm. Townshendize-1.
/507-# Solomon Carter, 7Silas Thurston, jr., %% | J. W. Huntington, %,

) To 1%2¢ Samuel Manning, Rev. Asa Packard,2/#3| ‘W,Elf_{ht- Cummings, 3

t¥/1 John MeGaw,

i1~ gy pdoel Wilder,
ts0 Joseph Leach,

) ‘George Bakerjzy a52¢
2 ~'f e Fialt #3

3 ¢ d .l--,.._-. p

ROADS AND BRIDGES.

The routes of travel about and through the town, with few
exceptions, had been fixed nearly as they remain, previous to
the close of the last century. Between that time and the year
1842, one or two important roads had been opened, and others
had been altered more or less, as private or public interest
required. The bridges, however, were a continual cause of
expense. Almost every unusual rise of water washed away
causeways, and sluiceways, while every great flood bore off
one or more of the large bridges. The nar «ative of these con-
stant casualties and rebuildings eannot fail to be interesting
to all those who have the care of such public works.

Nathaniel Peabody, 22 | John M. Washburn, 77
Levi Lewis, 232 30.3) BRev. E. H. Sears, 4r-2 - 3
J:)]m Harriman., X, 4

x
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Edward P. Whitman, 23 r 4=
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After the Center road and bridge were opened for travel,
there was an effort made in 1802, to continue the east Neck
road along the west side of the river from the old Neck
bridee to the Center bridge, a distance of about sixty rods.
This would have been a oreat convenience to all living on the
east side of the Neck, and also to all coming down the Har-
vard road while on the way to the Old Common. Nor would
it have been a difficult road to make. Why then did not the
town comply with the wishes of the petitioners? And why,
when they persisted, did the town appoint a committee to op-
pose the project? The reason is not on record, but proba-
bly the shifting channel of the river helow the Center bridge
was the prevailing motive with the town. Roads and bridges
between the site of the Center bridge and Charles L. Wil-
der’s corner had made a I;n‘gv bill of expense to every gen-
eration from the first settlement, and it is not strange if the
town was willing to abandon the work of keeping them in
repair, and rebuilding them when borne away by floods. The
committee chosen to oppose the project before the eounty au-
thorities, were Samuel Ward, Josiah Flage, John Thurston,
Jonas Fairbank and John Maynard. The road was not
granted.

The old bridge, however, still remained, and the road from
Wilder’s corner ; and they continued a charge for several years.
The same year a plan of a road from Sterling to Lancaster
was brought before the town, and a committee was chosen to
oppose it, viz., William Stedman and Merrick Rice, esquires.
Formerly a road went from South Laneaster by the house of
Jonas Goss, and over the south end of George hill, across the
land of George A. Parker, and westward on the south side of
the house of (George K. Tuttle. Nothing was effected at this
time.

In the spring of 1803 inspectors of the river bridees were
appointed as follows., -

Sprague, Samuel John Sprague ; Center, Thomas Safford ;
Atherton, Jonathan Wilder ; Whiting, Samuel Ruge ; White,
William Haskell ; Ponakin, John Maynard.
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NORTHERN TURNPIKE. 443

The road over Ballard hill was formerly called Walnut
swamp road, and as its name indicates it was difficult to keep
in repair. The sum of $300 was laid out upon it this year,

A committee was raised to consider the best method of re-
pairing and building bridges in future. It was an important
matter. The following strong committee were chosen, and re-
ported at the April meeting. Samuel Ward, Eli Stearns,
Ebenezer Torrey, Merrick Rice, John Prentiss, Jacob Fisher
and John Maynard. They recommended that the town should
have materials ready for building stone bridges when the wood-
en ones should need to be rebuilt. One experiment could: be
tried, and then the town could judge: The probable expense
of astone bridee would not exceed two thousand dollars. A
new committee, Messrs. Rice, Stearns, Fisher, Maynard and
John Whiting, was directed to examine the bridges, and de-
cide where to begin on the proposed plan.

New Boston and George hill were united as a highway dis-
trict. Provision was made for necessary sluiceways on the
Cenfer road euast of the bridee.

At the November meeting a road was granted over the pond
of Jonas Fairbank at Deers Horns eorner. At this time a
turnpike company contemplated building a road through the
north part of the town, from Leominster to Harvard. A
motion was made in town meeting to take measures to oppose
the building of the turnpike, but the town decided to make
no opposition. It was feared that travel would be diverted
from the North Village and the Center, but probably there
was a conviction that opposition would be useless. The turn-
pike was made, and was nearly in the line of the present
road from the northwest part of the town by the brick tavern,
as far as the old Poor Farm, now the property of Levi P.
Wood, jr. From the school-house the turnpike ran nearly
straight across the meadow, through the woods to the river,
which it reached two or three hundred rods below Still river
bridge. The road is still visible in the ‘woods, well rounded
towards the middle, but covered with a growth of bushes and
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small trees. The bridge was carried off not far from the year
1816, and was never rebuilt. The course of travel took the
old road to Still river, and has continued to this day.

In May, 1805, the selectmen were authorized to furnish the
several highway districts with scrapers. At the same time
the 1;||{-.-'{if.ﬂ| was raised whether the town would oppose the
passsage of the Union turnpike across the intervale. That
is, the road from Lane’s corner or crossing, by the brick-
‘\_':n'd.-'._ and over the intervale and river towards Bolton. The
town voted against making opposition ; but in November in-
structed their representative in the ;;unvrul court, Jonathan
Wilder, to use all his influence with the legislature to secure
a provision in the charter that the turnpike across the inter-
vale should canse no expense to the town. This pike was a
benefit to the North Village, but diverted teams from the
Center. The stages however came through the Center as
aforetime.

An attempt was made to get a mild allowed from Bennett's
bridge to the house of Capt. SweetXer. Inother words, from
the bridge, in North Village, down the river some distance,
and thence across the intervale eastward to the present resi-
dence of Frederick Johnson. No public road was made, but
there are still traces of roadways between the two points.
Probably the owners of the land used these for their special
convenience.

The road and bridge expenses for 1806 were considerable.
For repair of the Center road and sluiceways a sum “ not ex-
ceeding $200 ” was voted. The Center bridge needed $144.16
for repairs, and $750 were spent on the new road from Ster-
ling. This came by the corner between Messrs. Thurston and
Parker, and on to the south end of New Boston.

In 1807 attempts were made to open more convenient ways
to the north part of the town, by the middle route, through
Greenbush and Goatham, but the town was not ready to
build, and appointed Moses Smith, Esq., to oppose the meas-
ure. It had to wait a few years. There were two roads to

n
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BRIDGES CARRIED AWAY, 445

Shirley, in old times. One was by the Harvard road about
three miles from the Center, and then by the road that goes
to the Shakers. The other was by Ponakin, Rugg’s mill,.‘:uul
diagonally to the northeast, up Babel hill; thence by the
brick tavern to Shirley.

The town in May, refused to build Prescott’s bridge, so
called, east of Clinton Village, over the Nashua, but :1;1'1'&!011 to
help those interested in the work to the amount of $1 50. At
a meeting, July 6, a vote was passed to lay out $150 on Saw-
yer’s bridge, and to allow half the school money belonging to
residents on the Neck road to be spent in repairing the old
Neck bridge. The bridge was again repaired the next spring.

The pressure became stronger for a road to and from Shir-
ley, and the selectmen, November 7, 1808, were directed to
“make such accommodationg with the petitioners for laying
out a road from Shirley line to Laneaster meeting-house as
will best promote the interests of the town.”

At the May meeting in 1809 the town voted “that after
making the necessary repairs of the road on the east side of
the Neck, the surveyor should work out the residue of the
highway tax belonging to that section, in rebuilding the old
Neck bridge.” The inference is that the bridge had followed
several pl‘t.-\'iuu.\- ones down the stream. The town however
was determined not to make a road from its site to the Cen-
ter bridge, nor to pay money out of the treasury to build
1-ri:!;_-_'a-.s.- If the people on the Neck chose to put a part of
their highway money into a bridge, they might do it.

In like manner, the Messrs. Hildreth were permitted to
work out their highway tax on their road and bridge. This
is now known as Hawkins' bridge.

The Center and Bennett’s bridges were carried away in
August, and a meeting was held near the last of the month,
when it was voted to rebuild them. Eli Stearns, John Wheel-
er and A Pollard were to build the Center, and Bennett’s
was committed to Richard Haven, Jacob Fisher and John May-
nard. The selectmen were directed to make a sluiceway be-

 tween-the-Dyer-place-and White’s bridge.
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The bridees which the town appointed agents to have in
charee in Ilh‘ln, were Ponakin, Bennett, or Nm-tl_l Village,
Spragtue, Atherton, Center and White. The }._!.'l_._:l;\\:l-‘i omit-
ted, and that in the intervale was a part of the turnpike.
The Shaker bridee over the Nashua, east of the Shaker farm,
was more a private than a public work. One-fourth of the
highway tax, for the Neck, was allowed for repair of the
Neck bridee. /8

Every year the bridges caused expense. This year, repairs

on Ponakin were $8.15 ; Atherton, $16.41 ; Sprague, $79.40 ;

Bennett, $96.99 ; Center, $94.82. Guide posts cost $7
The Center and Atherton bridges were swept away, and a
meeting was held, September 10, when it was concluded not
to rebuild that season, but a committee was chosen to report
a new plan. This new plan was reported on the seventeenth,
and Eli Stearns, Jacob Fisher and Merrick Rice were chosen
a building committee.

Repairing the Neck bridge was paid for as usual, in 18110,
and $345.79 were paid for the work on the Center bridge.
The road to Shirley was authorized, and a committee chosen
to build it. The new part was from Capt. Lincoln’s, (where
Thomas Blood now lives,) through Greenbush and the woods
to Goatham, so called. The remainder of the route was a
readjustment and repair of an old road. The expense was
$821.91.,

April, 1813. The Messrs. Locke, successors to Hildreth,
had leave to work out and expend a sum not exceeding the
taxes sef to them in the surveyors’ list, on their road and
bridge, so called, under the direction of the surveyor of
highways in the district whereof they are inhabitants. Twen-
ty dollars of the taxes in the surveyor’s list were allowed for

repairing the Neck bridge. Repairs on the Sprague bridgefo

cost $87.36. December 20, Messrs. Stearns, Fisher and
John Thurston were chosen to rebuild the Atherton bridee
similar to the Center.
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BAD SEASON, 447

The old Neck bridge never staid long in good repair. In
1814 Ebenezer Torrey’s highway tax was allowed for * neces-
sary repairs.” The Lockes had liberty to apply their high-
way tax to their road and bridge. The Joneses were per-
mitted to do the same by their bridee, over-the-Nashua snd
nertheastof—the-Wikapeket mitt.  The neighbors living near
Deers Horng asked and received the same privilege for the
bridge and roads in that vicinity. People in the northeastern
section were similarly favored. Benjamin Houghton and E.
Haven, on the road from Ponakin, north, had leave to work
out l'iu_'ir__,l:tx on that road. November 7, it was determined
Il"t_;\‘]‘lllil‘l ddry bridge south of the Sprague bridge, and L siins

Har bridge near the works of Poignand & Plant. The ex-

pense for bridees, this year, was $567.09, as follows : Ather-

ton, rebuilt, $329.76 ; Bennett's mills, South Lancaster. ved.
paired, §85.32 ; Bennett, North Village, $35.87; Wikapek-
et, or Jones, $116.14. :

At the )\Iii_‘_« IHW'I}II;‘, -lQl-], the town voted to .wft:]l divert-
ing highway taxes from public to private roads. The expe-
rience of the years just preceding justified this action.

Not much was done for roads or bridges in 1816, the year
when the meeting-house was built. That is still remembered
also as a season when frosts and storms almost ruined the
crops, as the 1?1'{‘:_'1_:1{511.-_:' vear is memorable for the ™ -“;L‘]II ember
gale,” when thousands of trees were thrown down. Perhaps
the next vote was the result of those distressful events. Ju-
|‘\-' 2, the town voted that cows should be allowed to run in
the highways on conditions. The selectmen must give a li-
cense; the cows were to be labelled ; the owners’ names
posted in all public places; no man to have more than one
cow in the I|ig}m ay, and none to have the Iil'i\'iii’}-_'"-' excepl
the necessitous.

A road was granted from Buttrick’s Fulling mill east ; that
is from New Boston eastward by Carter’s mills bridge. But
as there had been a road in that direction nearly a hundred
and seventy years, it was probable that the old road was
straightened and repaired.
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Nothing was done in 1817 to incur expense except some
repairs m:. Bennett’s bridge. The care of all the bridges was
assigned to the persons named below. Ponakin, Benjamin
Houghton ; Bennett, Abraham Mallard ; Sprague, Peter T.
Vose ; Harris, (east of Clinton,) Gardner Pollard : Bennett’s
mills, (New Boston,) Elias Bennett; Atherton, Jonathan
\Y“fll'l‘.; Center, Abner Pollard ; White, Jeremiah Dyer.

March 2, 1818, the town resolved to oppose the opening
of a new road from Shirley to the Union turnpike. The plan
is not recorded, and it is not possible to conjecture what route
was contemplated. A great freshet was the occasion of call-
ing a special meeting on the fourth of March. Three bridges
(Bennett, Atherton and Center) were gone, and the Iarris
bridge was damaged. It was voted that the three must be " re-
built as soon as may be,” and that the latter must be repaired.
The Bennett bridge was to be laid on the old abutment. Com-
mittees were chosen for the work on each bridge. Bennett,
John Thurston,
Jonas Whitney,

—dJacob Fisher, Caleb Lincoln ; Atherton,
Farnham Plummer, Elijah Wilder ; Center,
Solomon Carter, Timothy Whiting : Harris,—Gardner Poll-
ard, Rayid Harris, John Goss. Sprague bridge stood firm,
but the road on the south side was piled high with cakes of

ice three feet thick. A passage was made through the ice-
cakes for travel.

Another special meeting was held, April 6, when it was
voted to rebuild the bridge at Bennett’s mills., Committee,
Farnham Plummer, Elijah Wilder, Calvin Wilder.

May 4, the town passed a well deserved vote of thanks to
the selectmen for unremitted services. The state of the roads
and bridges necessarily imposed severe duty upon them. The
same day a short road from the Village school-house to Jonas
Joslyn’s was granted. The school-house was just below the
North Village bridge, at its former site, and on the west side,
and the road extended a little beyond the house of John
Cunningham. Formerly the road ran southwest, up the hill,
where was a house within memory, and then went southwards
on the west side of the Cunningham place.
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FUGITIVE BRIDGES. 449

Nomatter how many men were needed for important service,
the town seems always to have had enough and to spare, and
they worked with energy and despatch. The bills reported
at the November meeting were : Ponhkin, $67.51 ; Bennett,
$324.32 ; Sluices of the same, $167.82: Harris, $139.00;
Bennett’s mills, $487.99 ; -\ertuu. $128.90 ; Center, $287.-
60. The total was $1, .71, besides expenses for minor
repairs.

The next year was one of exe mption from damage, but in
1829 Ponskin and Sprague bridges needed repairing, the ex-
pense on the latter being $263.82.

The Po fMI\m bridge went on its travels again, and in No-
vember, 1821, Jacob Fisher, Benjamin Houghton and Isaac
Childs were chosen a committee to build anew. The Harris
bridge was rebuilt in 1822, by a committee, elected, April 1,
as follows : John Buttrick, Daniel Harris, Jonas Whitney.
The selectmen were instructed in November, to cover the
Center bridee.

But this bridge followed many a predecessor, and had to
be replaced in 1823. On the twenty-third of April the seleet- :
men were instructed to *build an arched bridge, sixteen feet TS
wide, on the old abutment.” The frame was to be of white
pine of first growth, or of chestnut. The planks, white pine,
three and a half inches thick. This year the town began to
buy gravel of William Townsend for the Walnut Swamp
road. It swallowed up a great quantity, fivst and last. The
bridges cost—P onakin, $395.87 ; lLlnh $146.87 ; Bennett’s
mills, $43.18 ; (tﬂftl.‘,,_’ .62, § 24

There was a respite three or four years, fmm heavy damages
on roads and bridges, the annual charge for ordinary work on
highways being not far from 8800. Atherton bridge needed
repairing in 1823. In 1826 it was rebuilt at a cost of $690.64. { i
At a meeting held, February 10, a committee was chosen to H ¥
oppose the laying out of anewroad from Westminster, through
part of Princeton, Sterling and Leominster.

99




450 HISTORY OF LANCASTER,.

May 7, 1827, the following arrangement in relation to
White’s or Still river bridge was made. Lancaster was to
* support ” forty-five feet and two and one-half inches, and
Harvard do the same for the length of thirty-nine feet and
six inches.

The original bridges were sustained by trestles, several of
these Hl;m;i'[n;: in the river, the ends of the bridges resting
on log-abutments, which lay upon mudsills. Every unusual
rise of the water caused the destruction of one or more of
these frail structures. Soon after the opening of this century,
stone abutments were laid for the ends, but trestles were used
to sustain the center. When the Center bridge was built in
1823, and the Atherton bridge in 1826, a new plan was adopt-
ed. An arched bridge, so called, was constructed on a plan
furnished by Farnham Plummer, who then resided in the town.
He was an ingenious mechanic, and had a reputat’on in that
line of business. Each bridge was a single arch; spanning
the stream from side to side. The material was wood. This
was considered a * better and by far more secure style of build-
ing,” says Willard.* The bridges™ are entirely outof the reach
of the spring tide fury, and though more expensive at first,
their durability "|u‘u\'t-.?r' their true economy.” Doubtless the
new bridges were superior to any that had preceded them,
on our streams; but some of these in time, yielded to the
resistless pressure of a great flood.

The bridge at Ponakin was carried off in 1829, and at a

meeting, September 4, a committee,—John Thurston, jr.,

Jacob Fisher and Anthony Luane,—were chosen to rebuild it.
For repairing the road from Dr. Carter’s to the Leominster
line, (Ballard hill road,) $500 were appropriated.

Repairs on the old bridge at Knight's mill (Ponakin) cost
$40; and the new bridge cost $489.58. Probably the old
bridge was kept in passable order while the new one was in
process of building.

In 1830 a road was wanted from North Village to William
Townsend’s, on the Harvard road, north of the house of Ben-

*Bketches of Lancazter in Worcester Mag., 1826.
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A FIRM FOUNDATION. 451

jamin Farnsworth. Not granted. Another road was propos-

ed from the Fitch tavern ALOW Hotel Lancaster,) to the cor-

ner near the house of Jont ¥ TZane. This project ]md to wait

till fwle{ruﬂ.{l when it was adopted by the town on condition

that it should not cost the town anything. Probably nothing

was done, since there is a vote recorded under date, Novem-

ber 12, 1832, stating that a road was accepted from Capt.

Lane’s to Samuel. Hasting’s. Hastings lived in the house

south of the brick store. There was difficulty in adjusting

the southern terminus of the road. It was fixed at last on

the present route. It seems almost ineredible that the town J-.ﬂwé@_m Z
existed nearly two hundred years without the convenience of e fury, &

. . » g ot PF
this piece of road. N by
0 ¥ o L, Lat
. ) ) . L . a Gao e - . = L e
In the year 1831, the sum of $859.92 was paid for a new Cos,_

bridge at North Village. Sewall Carter, who lived at Shoe-
shank, was allowe :1 to work out his highway tax from his mill
to Canoe brook. Work on the North \ Village bridge cost
$268.17 ; on Sprague bridge, $240.18, The e xpense ineurre ll
for the Still river bridee in 1832 was $555.82/ nebal '

April 1, 1833, The following committee were chosen to
rebuild Center bridge. Jacob Fisher, jr., Davis Whitman,
Joel Wilder, Jonas ]_-:Illt’. Levi Lewis. rl‘]ll‘l\' were to advise
with the selectmen, who had been previously directed to pre-
pare timber for the purpose if necessary. The total expense
Was -‘41.1-“[-75"..:;’:“'. A new road to Bolton cost $625.85.

An aneedote in relation to a worthy and highly respected
citizen, probably helones to this 1n"'in=I Jonathan Wilder,
father of the late He nry Wilder, Esq., was noted for his firm-
ness and inflexible resolution. W in-n the matter of discus-
sion in town meeting, on one oceasion, related to the difficulty
of laying a firm foundation for Center bridge, a foundation
which no flood could upheave or force from its position, it was
ested by one of the speakers that it might he well to plant
Mr. Wilder under one end of the bridge, because he was the

most immovable thing in town.

Nothing of gencral importance was done in road building
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in 1834. Local convenience was secured by a short road in
New Boston, and another at Deers Horns.

Bennett’'s or North Village fn'i('lgae was down again, and
Calvin Heywood was appointed to superintend the building
of a new one, after consultation with the selectmen. This
action was taken at a special meeting held February 4, 1835.
In May the old road through Ponakin intervale from the mills
to Josiah Billing’s, (the residence of the late Benjamin B.
Otis, ) was discontinued as a public highway, and a short road

was opened for the convenience of the Shakers.

7-¢ The bills for bridee-building were quite heavy. North

Village, $1,508.13 ; Sprague, $323.16 ; Carter’s mills, $307.02

An effort was made several years in succession, to open a
new road from the North Village towards Leominster, by a
route which would avoid the ascent and descent of Ballard
hill. At this period many large teams from the upper towns,
and even from Vermont and western New Hampshire, went
through Lancaster to Boston. These teams sometimes num-
bered as many as six, eight, and even nine horses. They
drew enormous loads, and often were unable to ascend the
long rise east of Phelps’ mill. The same difficulty was ex-
perienced in ascending the eastern side of the hill, and it was
necessary to hire extra horses or oxen to draw the loads up at
either side. To obviate this trouble, delay and expense, it was
proposed to go round the hill, on the north side, from the Vil-
lage bridge to Wikapeket bridge. But as several families
lived on the old road, and the proposed road would be of lit-
tle local benefit, the plan was defeated. The through travel
was secure because the road through the Village was more
eligible than that by the brick tavern, across the upper end
of the town.

In April, 1836, Atherton bridge was in a bad condition,
but instead of rebuilding, the town repaired it at a cost of
$203.88. .

The expense in accommodating travel in 1837 was very on-
erous. Forthe Harris bridge was paid $489.15 ; for repairing
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BRIDGE-MAKING WITHOUT RUM. 453

Caster bridge, $128.93 : for Ballard hill road, $3,550, Per-
haps the repairing of this road cost enough to pay for a new
one, but this accommodated many families living on the line,
and was made more available for through travel.

In 1838, April 2, a road was accepted from the factory
school-house, (near the Clinton station,) to Pitts’ mills, where
the Lancaster Gingham mills now stand.

Ponakin bridge could find no certain abiding place. It could

not stand before a freshet. In June, 1839, a vote was passed

to rebuild, and the bill for bridee and road on either side,
amounted to $568.19. Work on the New Boston bridge cost
$58.27 ,

The next year Ponakin bridge again went on a voyage to
the sea, and the town was obliged to put another in its place.
April 6, 1840, a vote was passed to rebuild the bridge, and
$1,200 were appropriated to make the structure permanent.
When the bill came in at the November meeting, it was found
to exceed the appropriation. The abutments cost $657.33,
and the bridee, $749.98, a total of ;-_‘_4_{[,-1(#7.31 .«_.'_.Thl' |‘::p:.151's

of New Boston bridee cost $1065. L = .

When the building committee reported to the town, March,
1841, in regard to the building of Ponakin bridge, they stated
a fact which was probably entirvely new in regard to such works
in this town from its first settlement. These are the words :

“ And they further report that the said bridge was erected .

without the use of ardent spirvits.” The names of the com-¢

miftee are '»;n].iuinw] Capt. Jacob Fisher, who had charge
of the masonry ; Nathaniel Rand, Stedman Nourse and Levi

Green, who .‘wl[ili'I']lli’!'[l(Ii‘fi the wood-work.

At this meeting the town took the following action. “Voted,
that a committee of one from each end of the town be chosen
to take charge of the brideges during the year, who are author-
ized to do all that may h._-.|'|¢_»l_-¢~.<_-;;|1"\‘ to keep the bridges in re-
pair during the year; and chose Capt. Austin Davis for the
south part of the town, who is to have charge of Sprague,
Center, Carter and Harris bridges ; and chose Capt. Anthony




454 HISTORY OF LANCASTER.

Lane for the north part of the town, who is to have charge
of the Village, Ponakin and Harvard bridges.” Atherton
hl'i:]&:‘;: 18 nui-lm‘lllimn-il in the vote. The i:!'i:]j_"i- on the In-
tl_‘l'\'lilii‘ was kept in repair by the turnpike company.

A claim for damages came before the town, from Charles
Knight, on account of the building of Ponakin bridge. The
subject was referred to a committee, who reported, April 4,
1842, that the bridee was not a damage to Mr. Kunight, but
that the g’r:llliu;_;- away of a part of his dam to turn the chan-
nel of the river, was a damage, and they recommiended the
payment of one hundred dollars® The town adopted the re-
port. The dam, at that time, was just below the present
hl'ii[;‘:‘v. In earlier times the |l!'irij_fv was l||i1'1‘\ o I'Ht'l_\ rods
down stream, and at the foot of the road which extends {from
the almshouse by Mr. Schumaker’s and the Cuapt. Maynard
place to the river.

The main lines of road in the town have not been much al-
tered since 1840. Minor changes will be noted in their place.
There have been several periods of bridee-making., At first,
bridges were hastily built, and as hastily swept away. The
abutments were not on solid foundations, and the trestles,—
from three to five,—in the bed of the stream, were floated off
by every freshet, or broken down by every rush of ice. By
degrees the mudsills were set deeper and anchored more
firmly, but the thick ice which formed around them in the
winter, when lifted by the spring floods, raised the timbers
also, and the whole bridge was borne along. The broken
timbers struck the next bridge below, and it was started for
the sea. -

The third stage was reached when near the opening of this
century, the town voted to build solid abutments on solid foun-
dations. Where a ledge existed on either side of the river,
the abutment was placed upon it. Where the stone basis could
not be found, spiles were driven down to hard pan. These
formed a secure base for the abutment. But the bridges were
not secure because the floods forced out the trestles in mid-
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IRON BRIDGES. A5F

stream, and dropped one or more lengths of timbers and
planks into the river.

Next came the arch-bridge, so called, invented and built by
AveryPlummer, an ingenious man of the last generation, who
then resided in the town. These bridges extended from side
to side by a single span, and were comparatively safe. The
money laid out on them was a good investment. Butwooden
bridges decay, and must be rebuilt.

In consequence the town has recently adopted the plan of
building iron bridges. The first bridge put up on this plan
was the Atherton. This was built in 1870. Since then the
town has replaced all the old wooden bridges over the Nashua
with handsome iron structures, which bid fair to be durable,
though he would be a rash prophet who should predict that
they are above the reach of any possible flood.

During the period now reviewed — 1801 to 1842 — there
were many business changes in the town, but these may be
more compactly noted in a separate chapter. If will be enough
in this place to state that the Lancaster Glazette was establish-
ed in 1828, and was continued about two years. If was asmall
but well printed paper, and was filled with interesting and in-
structive matter. The editorials and correspondence evinced
ability and culture. In connection with the Gazetle was an
extensive printing and publishing establishment, which gave
employment to many persons, and made the Center quite a
lively mart of business.




CHAPTER XIX.

THE PASTORATE OF DR. THAYER,

Ture Rev. Nathaniel Thayer was the sixth pastor of the
first church in Lancaster, and the sixth and last minister and
religious teacher of the town. The first, Rev. Joseph Row-
landson, after a continuous serviee of twenty-two years, from
1654 to 1676, saw his ministry terminated by the total de-
struction of the settlement, and the dispersion of the church.
There is no record to tell us whether he ever received a for-
mal dismission, or even a release from his engagement, but
it is supposable, that previous to his settlement in Wethers-
field, he had eonsulted with some of his leading parishioners,
wherever he might meet them in their seattered homes. Dur-
ing the broken and stormy period between Philip’s war, and
the year 1708, two excellent men, besides several temporary
supplies, fulfilled the duties of a pastor. The Rev. John
Whiting, invited asa candidate in 1688, and settled in 1690.
probably, continued till his ministry was closed by his tragie
death in 1697. The Rev. Andrew Gardner served the church
and town in the capacity of a minister, though not ordained,
from 1701 to 1704, when a mistaken but fatal shot filled the
town with sorrow.

In May, 1705, Mr. John Prentice began to preach, and on
the twenty-ninth of March, 1708, he was ordained. As his
death occurred in the first month of 1748, his ministry last-
ed nearly forty-three years. His successor. Rev. Timothy

Harrington, closed a long pastorate of forty-seven years in

1795, having been aided or superseded during the last two
years by a colleague.

456
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THE CHURCH CALL MR. THAYER. 457

That colleague was Mr. Nathaniel Thayer. Before he was
invited to the pastorate, several gentlemen had been heard.
These were Rev. Thomas Gray, D.D., of Roxbury, Rev. Hez-
ekinh Packard, D.D., of Wiscasset, Me., Rev. Aaron G reen,
of Malden, Rev. Hezekiali Goodrich, of Rutland, and Rey.
Thomas C. '[’h:_t){'hm'. Mr. Thayer began preaching here in
the early part of 1792, and in June it was voted * that the town
will hear Mr. Thayer a further time.” But not till nearly a
year had elapsed was the town ready to coneur with the church s
but(oh the third of June, 1793, a vote was unanimously passed
to invite him to settle, with a salary of £90 during the life-
time of Mr. Harrington, and of £120, or about $400 after
his decease. Besides he was to have a " settlement ” of £200,
or $666.67, ’

The farther action of the town in relation to Mr. Thayer’s
pastorate has already been recited. We turn now to the his-
tory of the church. The first meeting of the church, accord-
ing to the Records, to take action in reference to a new min-
ister, was held on the eighth of April, 1793, at the house of
Mr. Harrington. The aged minister was infirm, and prob-
ably the church met with him in consideration of the state of
his health. The Rev. Phinck
side as moderator. g

s Wright was requested to pre-

The business was to “ confer together relative to settling a
colleague ;” but not being ready to act, the meeting was ad-
Journed to the last ']‘m-.-ul.:l}' of April; and that meeting was
adjourned to May 28, when the following votes were passed.
“Voted 2, unanimously to invite Mr. Nathaniel Thayer to
settle as a colleagne with the RevTimothy Harrington. 3,
That Mr. Ebenezer Allen, DeawCyrus Fairbank, Deas’Ben-
Jamin Houghton, Dea®Josiah Ballard and Mr. Moses _.I:‘::I\\'-
yer be a Gommittee to request Hruj Selectmen to call a‘town
meeting for the purpose of thetown’s concurring with the
‘??]]lll'(:h in the choice of Mr. Nathaniel Thayer to settle as a
Lf':t’)]1*‘3:!;-;?[:0. with the Rev. Timothy Harrington.” Then the meet-
ing was “adjourned to the place when and where the town
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should meet pursuant to the request of the committee afore-
said.”

June 3, a meeting was held, when Mr. Ebenezer Allen was
chosen moderator, pro ten. , and 'l'imnlh_\' W hit 511;:‘. ]1 : clerk.

The town having coneurred, the church chose the l'ullu'.\'inlc___g_'
committee,—Mr. Allen, and Deacons Ballard, Fairbank and
Houghton,—to “ join with the town's committee to present
Mr. Nathaniel Thayer the doings of the church relative to his
settling in the work of the #ospel fifinistry in this place, and
to request his consideration thereof and answer thereto.”

The doings of the church and the town, in extendinga “ Call”
having been presented to Mr. Thayer, he wrote the following
letter of acceptance, dated (’:unhi'iu.lf__n_-. July 11, 1793, ad-
dressed to the “ Church and Congregation” in Lancaster.

“Breruren : The votes entrusted by you, to the commit-
tees, have to me been duly communicated. The unanimity
which prevailed in your meetings has engaged my most de-
liberate attention to your request. Although the duties at-
tendant on the office, to which you have called me, are by all
acknowledged to be arduous, yet after intreating direction of
Heaven, and asking the advice of friends, a sense of duty ur-
ges me to an acceptance of your invitation. Permit me now
earnestly to solicit an union of your prayers with mine, that
all needed assistance may be afforded, that the health of your
present Pastor may be restored, and the evening of his duys
rendered serene and happy; that, by harmony of affection,
and the exercise of our best abilities, the interest of religion
may here flourish, and that after a constant and laudable con-
formity to its principles, we may receive the approbation of
our Judge, and enjoy each other’s society for ever. This is the
wish, and shall ever be the prayer, of your affectionate friend
and humble servant. NaTmanien THayER.”

The church held a meeting by adjournment, August 26, and
voted that the * following churches be invited to ordain Mr.
Nathaniel Thayer as a colleague Pastor,” viz. The church
in Leominster, Rev. Francis Gardner, pastor; Lunenburg,
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THE ORDAINING COUNCIL. 459

Rev. Zabdiel Adams ; Shirley, Rey. I’E]i]l:'}{{l* Whitney ; Har-
vard, Rey. William Emerson ; Bolton, Rev. Phinelfas Wright ;
Berlin, Rev. Reaben Puffor, D. D. : Sterling, Rev. Reuben
Holecomb ; Hampton 3, Brooklyn, now Brookline, Rev. Jo-
seph Jaeckson ; Newburyport, Rev. Thomas Cargy and Rey.
John Andrews ; Medford, Rev. David Osgood, D. D. ; Wor-
cester, Rev. Aaron Baneroft, D. D.: {'.'Ili-lill'il]:_i‘t_‘. Rev. Abi-
el Holmes, D. D.; Boston, First Charch, Rev. John Clarke,
D. D.; Federal Street, Rev. Jeremy Belknap, D. D.; New
North, Rev. John Eliot, D. D.

,‘!.;.y-ﬁ:{_l,“}“;t;‘. ihenezer Allen and Dea. Houghton were chosen a

committéé in behalf of the chuvch, to join with My. Har-
rington in writine Letters Missive to the foregoing churches.
The committee were directed to write to the * President of
the University at Cambridge,” Rev. Joseph Willard, D.D., a
descendant of the famous Major Simon Willard, and invite
him to be present at the ordination, " and to partake, with the
venerable Council, in the entertainments of the day.”

At a meeting of the church, September 29, Capt. Ephraim
Carter, jr., Mr. Ebenezer Allen, and Brig. Gen. John Whi-
ting were ““appointed 'a committee to present the Yenerable
Council with the, doings of the ¢hurch and town relative to
settling -\I.I!I;Ti'll‘.-.[l:.:i_.‘f.'l'l‘. * % and in behalf of Iij';’ church fo
do and transact any matters and things which sh&whd be deem-
ed expedient and necessary on the day of his ordination.”
The meeting was then adjourned to the ninth day of October,
the time fixed for the ordination.

The meeting held on the day of ordination passed a vote
which has an interest still, because it shows the intelligent
purpose of the fathers in maintaining Congregational rights
and usages. The question has been raised, at different times,
whether a church mny send a delegate to a council called by
itself. Churches have taken such action, but it is believed
that councils universally decline to allow such delegates to
act. The question before the church in Lancaster was whe-

ther & member of the parish in this town, though belonging
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to another church, might sit in the council. The following
action was taken, and doubtless the eouncil approved of it,
thoneh the minutes are not recorded.

“Voted, that on account of Mr. Samuel Thurston, being
an inhabitant of this town and a legal member of the Con-
gregational society in this place, it is improper, and aguinst
the unanimous opinion of this Lhurch that he be allowed to
sit as a member of the ordaining é»mmr:l now convened for
the purpose of ordaining Mr. Nathaniel Thayer to the work
of the gospel finistry, * _
delegated with the Rev. Reuben Holcomb, by the ¢hurch in
Sterling.”

The proceedings of the Council will be stated in the words
of the Church Records. ™ Pursuant to the unanimous invi-

# *

notwithstanding his being

tation of the Church and Congregation in this place, and agree-
ably to the unanimous vote of the Council, \[r Nathaniel
Thayer was solemnly sepfirated to the work of the Gospel
Ministry, and @rdained as a Colle saoue Pastor with the Revd
[tmuih\ Harrington, October Ninth, Anno Domini, 1793.
“The solemnity was introduced 3*& an anthem. A prayer
followed, by the Rev¢Dr r[’”xll'k]] of Boston. To this sue-
ceeded a Discourse by Iln Rev’ David Osgood, of Medford,
from Acts 20:27. [“Eer I have not shunned to declare un-
to you all the counsel of God.”] The Rev? Phinelis \\ hit-
ney, of Shirley, made the Ordaining Prayer,and the Rev’ Jo-
seph Jackson, of Brooklyn, "‘l\{’ the Charge. The Conclud-
+ ing P ayer was made by the Rev 4Toln ( ||11\)ul Bostgn, and
the Rev. W |Il| am Emerson, of f H: n'\'.'lrr]. expressed the Fellow-
ship of the Churches. A ll\ mn closed the solemnity. The
auditory, though large, observed the strictest decorum.”
The new minister, thus happily settled, was twenty-four
years of age, having been born in Hampton, N. H., July 11,
1769. His father, the Rev. Ebenczer Thayer, was for many
years the respected minister of the place, and was widely
known as a man of learning, and was remarkable for the dig-
nity and sauvity of his manuers, and the placidity of his tem-
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MR. THAYER AS A SCHOLAR, _l_ﬂ.l
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per and disposition. His mother, L daughter of Rev. John
Cotton, of Newton, was a descend: lll , through a long line of
clergymen, of the celebrated Rev. John Cotton, of Boston,
England, and Boston, Massachusetts. Under the wisely re-
ligious training of such parents, the boy became * uncommon-
ly thoughtful and sedate,” and in the language of the dis-
course preached at his funeral, by Rev. Dr. Hill, of Worces-
ter, “ probably could not remember the time when the great
truths of religion did not exert a hallowing influence over
his thoughts, motives and conduct.” IHe \\';l.‘i prepared for
College at Phillips Academy, Exeter, in the first class sent
to Harvard from that institution. Leaving the academy with-
out a stain upon his re Pt ition, he entered colleg oe with ]n"]l
hopes. There he maintained a high rank as a schols ar, won
the esteem of his e ll“nu[[’; and the approbation of the fac-
ulty. He was “ graduated With distinguished reputation, and
filled for one year rthe nlhu of tutor.” Ile was nineteen years
old at the time of his graduation, and commenced the study
of divinity, when he was twenty, with Rev. David Osgood,
D. D., of Medford, at the same time taking charge of the
grammar school in that town.

It is probable that he received approbation to preach in the
year 1791, and he immediately began to attract attention as
one well qgualified to fill an Ilnl}ulf‘il]i position as a minister
of the gospel. He was heard with favor by two churches in
Boston, and efforts were made to settle him in the pastoral
office. Appealing to the reason of his hearers, possessing a
large share of common sense, “never offending the most fas-
tidious taste, possessed of a voice of rich, deep and varied
tones, and a manner peculiarly impressive,” it was a matter
of course that he would win favor, and aecquire reputation.

His first year of settled ministerial life, 1792-3, was at
Wilkesharre, Pa., where he resided nearly a yearin the fam-
ily of Col. Timothy Pickering, a Massachusetts man, who
had removed to the Keystone state, and was secretary of
war. Coming to the east in the spring of 1793, he was he ard
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anew by the people of Lancaster, then in search of a colleague
for Mr. Harrington, and he seems to have made a deep im-
pression, and to have won that place in the hearts of his
hearers, which secured him an invitation to settle, in prefer-
ence to several able and afterwards distinguished men. With
such an origin, such training, and such a character, he began
his ministry with the most favorable prospects. A long, ve-
spected and useful pastorate was the natural sequence of such
an auspicious beginning.

An impressive incident on the day of ordination, long had
a hallowing influence, and is fondly cherished by tradition.
The aged minister was too feeble to be in the sanctuary, and
while his youthful colleague was being inducted into the sa-
cred office, he was confined to his house and his bed. DBut
though his enfeebled frame was at home, his thoughts were
in the house of God. It was a beautiful day, just in the sea-
son when, in this valley, all nature is richest and loveliest
with the lingering ‘glories of summer, and the ripened fruits
of autumn. The publie services being finished, the youthful |
pastor and his friends were passing from the meeting-house
by the home of his venerable colleague, who lived between )/
the house of Mr. Nathaniel Thayer, and the road, under the
spreading elms, when Mr. Harrington rose from his bed, and
was earried to the gatein front of his dwelling. Standing
thus, upheld by friendly aid, with eyes dim by reason of age
and with tears, his white locks streaming in the breeze, he
placed his hand on the head of his young brother, and with
his own benedietion, invoked upon him the blessing of God.
Having done this graceful and gracious act, he said : “T now
die in peace. I ean now go and hear witness to my brother,
[ Mr. Prentice,] from whom I received this people, that I leave
them united, prosperous and happy.”

There had been a great change in the public mind, silently
affected, on religious questions, between the death of Mr, Har-
rington’s predecessor, and the settlement of his colleague.

He was settled as a strietly Orthodox believer, and there is




A







CHANGE OF OPINIONS. 463
no public avowal of a radieal change in his doctrinal views,
though it was known, that in his advanced years, some points
were not ]!1'("it‘llft"l] 50 |1j::i‘im'11_\' as in the earlier f];l“g'h'_ of his
ministry. It is supposed, that consciously or unconsciously,
he had drifted into a variety of what goes by the name of
Arianism, But there was no break between him and the most
high-toned Calvinist in ministerial intercourse.

On the other hand, in the words of Dr. Hill, * Mr. Thayer
was from the first a Liberal Christian.” He was in full Sym-
pathy with the movement led by Dr. Kirkland, Mr, Buck-
minster and Dr. Channing ; and though there was no-visible
split in the denomination for twenty years after his settlement,

yet there was a gradual du awing together of those who held
T{a the ancient faith, on the one hand. and of those who fol-
lowed the new departure on the other, into hostile ranks.
When the separation was completed, nearly every Congrega-
tional church in the valley of the Nashuna, on hoth branches
and the main river, from Leominster to West Boylston, and
from Berlin to Pepperell, was found on the Liberal or Unita-
rian side, and Dr. Thayer was their most conspicuous leader.
His theological views will be stated hereafter: it is sufficient
to state here, that, avoiding the extreme length to which some
have gone, he continued till the close of his life, a conserva-
tive Unitarian. But when the reaction came on, towards the
end of his ministry, he ever bore himself towards the friends
of the new movement, with the kindness and urbanity of a
Christian gentleman.

At the first meeting of the church after the ordination of
Mr. Thayer, it was voted to have the Lord’s Supper once in
two months, beginning with the first Sabhath in December.

At the same nu'-.-ltinj__:'. Brothers Ebenezer Allen, Joshua
Fletcher, William Phelps, Moses Sawyer, Cyrus Fairbank,
Jonathan Whitney, Ephraim Carter, Timothy Whiting. jr.,
and John W Immw. were “chosen to assist the Pastor in de-
vising a method for the introduction of members into the
church.”
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The committee reported, December 16, when the following
* method ™ was adopted.

1. Any person desirous of being a member of the church,
shall signify his wish to the pastor, who shall propound him
to the church in presence of the congregation, three weeks
previous to his making a profession of religion ; orif it shall
be deemed expedient by the pastor, two weeks only. The
profession shall be the following.

“In the presence of God and of this assembly, you declare
your faith in the only living and true God.

“You believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, that he was saneti-
fied of the Father, and sent into the world, that he might re-
deem us from all iniquity, and purify to himself a peculiar
people, zealous of good works.

“You believe in that gospel which was ratified by the death
and resurection of Jesus Christ, and solemnly promise to make
it the only rule of your faith and practice.

“You do now yield yourself to God, through Jesus Christ,
penitently confessing to Him all your sins, and intreating the
assistance of hig Holy Spirit, that you may be enabled accep-
tably to perform your whole duty.

“To this you consent.

“I do then, in the name of Jesus Christ, declare you amem-
ber of the same body with ourselves. In behalf of this branch
of the church, I promise that being united by the ties of one
Lord, and one common faith, we will live with you in Chris-
tian love, that we will watch over you for your good ; and this
with a spirit of meekness, love and tenderness; that we will
counsel and assist you whenever there shall be oceasion ; that
we will be faithful to our Master, and faithful to each other,
waiting in joyful hope of an eternal and happy intercourse
in the heavenly world.

2. Provided persons, at the time of making the above pro-
fession, shall object against partaking of the sacrament, they
shall at any future period be admitted, after standing pro-
pounded to the church for one week.
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*3. That this churchwill commune with personsin regular
standing of all Protestant churches.”

This was the new “ Method,” or Covenant, which may be
compared with that which was renewed at the settlement of
Mr. Prentice. It was recommended by the whole commit-
tee, and for anght that appears, was unanimously adopted by
the church.

It was made a rule, at the same time, that persons making
a profession, need not make a public confession of a certain
seandalous sin.  And also “ that the names of persons record-
ed for having been guilty of any sin be erased.”

The following action is quoted, as revealing a custom more
prevalent in former times than now, though there are cases
which are believed to warrant it at the present day. *July
20, 1794, voted that Brothers Josiah Ballard, James Carter
and Joshua Fletcher attend, with the Pastor, at the house of

Joseph Osgood, (being sick, ) and receive him to the commun-
ion of the church.”

September 30, 1797. The following rule was adopted as
a * suitable mode of censuring a guilty member of the church.”

“That when a brother or sister is chargeable with any mis-
demeanor, liable to censure, it shall be the duty of such per-
son to repair to such place as the Pastor ghall appoint, where,
in presence of a committee of the church, he shall admonish
the faulty member, that by serious reproof, he or she may he
induced to walk conformably to the rules of the gospel; and
be restored to the ecommunion of the church.” DBrothers
Joshua Fletcher, Benjamin Houghton, Thomas Gates, John
Whiting, Joseph Wales, Ephraim Carter and Moses Sawyer
were chogen a committee to aid the Pastor on such oceasions,

At a meeting held on Fast Day, April 7, 1802, the church
voted " unanimously to aceept the following as a substitute
for Article Second, and that this should regulate the admission
to the Lord’s Supper of those who have owned the Christian
covenant.— Provided persons, when they make a profession
of religion, had scruples of conscience against partaking of

a0
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the sacrament, or any who make the above profession, have
gimilar difficulties which shall hereafter be removed, having
signified their desire to the Pastor, they may attend on this
ordinance.”

The Society adopted Belknap’s Collection of Psalms and
Hymns for use in public worship, instead of the old book of
Tate and Brady, with one dissenting vote.

Br. Joel Wilder was chosen deacon, on the third of Qcto-
ber, 1806.

The following communication from Dea. John Whiting, who
had received a military commission in the army of the Uni-
ted States, was read to the church, October 23, 1808. “To
the church of Christ in Lancaster: Brethren: At an early
stage of life I was elected an officerin this church, the duties
of which I have endeavored to discharge with fidelity. The
recollection of the harmony so constantly prevalent among the
brethren, will cheer me through the vale of life. Engaged
in a military profession, and called to go forth from among
you, I eannot be found at my post as in times past. There-
fore I ask leave to resign the office of Deacon. Under the
divine protection of the Great Head of the church, I antici-
pate the period when I shall again participate in those holy
rites with my Christian brethren. Wherever I may be des-
tim-{lAiht_- remainder of my days, my prayer shall be for the
peace and prosperity of the church of Christ in Lancaster.”

Dea. Whiting held the rank of brigadier-general in the
Massachusetts militia, and had received the commission of
colonel under the United States. In view of his letter of
resignation, the church voted :

“That for the reasons assigned in the above communication,
the resignation of Dea. John Whiting be accepted.” Also
voted unanimously that the “ church of Christ in Laneaster cor-
dially approve the circumspection and fidelity of their brother,
John Whiting, in sustaining the office of Deacon. They re-
gret the necessity for his resignation, and wish him the divine
protection and blessing, and the comforts of religion on the
future scenes and pursuits of his life.”
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GIFT OF CHURCH FURNITURE. 467

Under the head of " Deaths,” at the date of September 3,
1810, are these words. * Col. John Whiting, 51, apoplexy,
at city of Washington.”

August 31. 1809, the deacons reported that it was expedi-
ent to exchange the church furniture, and that the probable
expense would be two hundred dollars. Deacons Wales, Lane,
Wilder and Wyman, with Brs. Jeremiah Ballard and Jacob
Fisher were chosen a committee to collect subseriptions, who
reported, September 28, that the requisite sum could be
collected. Brothers Joseph Hiller and Jacob Fisher were
directed to sell the present furniture with the * exception of
a silver cup, and to procure a sett of plated furniture for the
Lord’s table, and a baptismal bason.” Thanks were voted to
a " Friend who had presented a silver spoon.”

A similar vote was adopted, April 8, 1810, to present the
sincere thanks of the church to " Mr. William Cleveland for
the baptismal bason he has given them. They ask as a fa-
vor that he will allow them to place his name under the pres-
ent inscription.” Mr. Cleveland could not consent that his
name should be engraved on the bason. The church also grate-
fully acknowledeed the kindness of Major Joseph Hiller in
providing a frame for the accommodation of the bason: and
of Mrs. Dorcas Cleveland in furnishing a cloth and napkins
for the communion table.

Many churches have had applications like the following, but
their action has not been uniform. *“The Pastor, April 21,
informed the brethren that Bro. Edward Fuller had applied
to the Baptist church in Harvard foradmission to their commun-
ion, and that by their direction, he requested of ns a dismis-
sion and recommendation.” Having considered the matter,
the church voted that we "have no desire to lay restraint
upon the conseience of a tellow Christian, but as a dismission
under present ecircumstances would be a virtual exclusion
from the Christian brotherhood, and as a recommendation
from us would not secure for our brother in the church to which
he has applied, the privileges he has here enjoyed, we do not
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consider it expedient or a duty to give him a dismission or
recommendation ; but should the Baptist church in Harvard
see fit to take our brother E. Fuller to their communion, we
shall be l't':ii].\', upon ]:t‘inj__" regularly notified of this, to with-
draw our watch over him.”

In May, 1811, Mr. Fuller’s wite made a similar request,
and in the absence of the Pastor, Dea. Wales proposed to
grant her a regular dismission and recommendation ; but the
church voted, “ as the application is similar to that of her hus-
band, that the same principle he adopted in this case.”

The cost of eight new silver cups was $130.14, and the re-
pairing of the old vessels cost $2.00.

In 18312, September 12, the subject of collecting money for
church nses was considered, the object being to avoid frequent
collections. 'The result is given in the following regulation :
“That the contribution for each year be made after the public
exercise on the annual Fast.”

Under date of July 9, 1816, it is recorded that the Pastor
and Deacons assisted in laying the corner stone of the new
meeting-house ; and a similar entry relates to the dedication
of the sanctuary. The particulars of both these services have
been already given.

Mrs. Catharine Prescott, wife of the Hon. William Pres-
cott, of Boston, [son of the famous colonel, and father of the
celebrated historian, | sent a Silver Cup to the church, with
the following letter to the Pastor, dated January 1, 1817,
“My Dear Sir: Will you permit me, throngh you, to offer
1111-;‘{]1\'l-1' cup which accompanies this, to your church as a
trifling memorial of the respect and affection I bear it, and
to congratulate you on the erection of so noble a h'lll]l‘li‘ for
the worship of Him, who, I trust, will long continue to bless
you and your people in the society of each other.” The present
was gratefully received, and the Pastor was requested to ex-
press their thanks in a * suitable mode ” to Mrs. Prescott, for

this * valuable memorial of her respect and affection.”
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THE NEW JERUSALEM CHURCH. 469

A gift which has precious associations is doubly valuable,
June 20, 1824, the Puastor informed the brethren, that their
brother, -:'J?"l'llf! Wales, in ['-'Jlliinl'llliI‘\' to the ]IE'{JIII_’HT_ of his
late wife, had procured for them a Silver ( up, made of a Porrin-
ger which descended to her as u relative, from the lite Rev.
John Prentice, former Pastor of this church., The oift was
“accepted with gratitude ” and by vote, “added to the fur-
niture for the communion table.”

In November a request came from Catharine Eaton to be
dismissed and recommended to the Calvinistic church in Leo-
minster. The church having been informed that their certi-
ficate would not secure for her admission into that body, voted
the following certificate. * This certifies that Catharine Eaton
i a member of recular standing in the chureh of Christ in
Lancaster.”

At a meeting held April 6, 1526, a plan was adopted by
which baptised persons, but not communicants, could have
their children baptised. It was in these words: * That any
parent or guardian who have been haptised, and who, in the
Judgment of charity, are conscientious in requesting that the

ordinance of baptism may be administered to their ehildren,

shall, upon makine a recular applieation to the Pastor, with-

out any other ceremony or profession, be indulged with this
privilege.”

Dea. Wyman died on the thirtieth of December, of con-
sumption, aged sixty-one years. Mr. Tarbell Bancroft was
chosen to fill the vacancy, on the ensuing Fast day, April
5, 1827. '

Votes passed in 1830 and following years, indicate a change
of opinion which was going forward in the community. For
example, Dea. Horvatio Carter, January 12, 1830, resigned
the office of deacon * because he had embraced the doctrines
of the New Jerusalem Church.” In February, 1832, it was
voted, “in compliance with the request of David Osgood,

"that he be furnished by the Pastor with a certificate of his

regular standine as a member of the church of Christ in

}J’l.-(-l-:u)/;;!'
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Lancaster.” At thesame time, Rev. Asa Packard, Ruth Marsh
Packard and Sophia Stearns received similar certificates, The
Hillside church, in Bolton, was formed about this time. and
the persons above named were interested in that enterprise,
December 15, 1833, it was moved to vx:-l::mg‘u H:}Hm:t]r's

Psalm Book for Greenwood’s Collection of Psalms and Hymns,

The new book eame into use on the fifth of January follow-
ing. In the course of the year, three more members of the
church received certificates as heretofore.

Dea. Jonas Lane, March 25, 1838, communicated his de.-
sire, on account of " bodily infirmities and age,” to resign his
office as an ” officiating deacon of the church.” The resigna-
tion was accepted, with the assurance of the brethren. that
they entertained " uarespectful and grateful sense of his long,
exemplary and faithful service in the office of deacon.” They
fl.‘l‘\'t‘lnl‘\_ ]Jl';l",rl'r} that he Jl]if_"hi have ” divine stupport and con-
solation under the infirmities of age, and the present and fi-
nal reward of a faithful servant of Churist,”

The last action of the chureh, previous to the decease of
Dr. Thayer, was taken at a meeting held April 19, 1840, in
reference to the mode of admittine members to the commun-
ion. The following rule was adopted. * Candidates for ad-
mission to the church shall be propounded asusual. Having
stood propounded one or two weeks, the Covenant shall be
read to them after the congregation is dismissed, before the
celebration of the Lord’s Supper, and they shall be admitted
to the communion of the church.”

During the pastorate of Dr. Thayer, three hundred and
eichty-eioht were admitted to the church, about one-fourth
of whom were males. The number of baptisms, nearly all
of children or ‘\'[rlllh. was one thousand and seventeen. The
very last communion which he attended, June 7, 1840, just
before he started on the journey from which he never re-
turned, three persons were received into the church, and
eight received the rite of baptism. It was to him an occa-

sion of peculiar enjoyment.
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DEACONS OF THE FIRST CHURCH. 471

The Records show how many Ecelesiastical Councils the
church was invited to attend during the long pastorate which
we have been reviewing. The whole number was about
eighty, or an average of twoa year. Unless sickness or dis-
tance prevented, he was sure to attend. The Councils al-

most invariably were called to settle ministers ; rarely ifever

to compose difficulties. [ JamcerFas fy o Friiodsi

During his term of serviece the following persons were cho-
sen deacons. 1794, July 31, Joseph Wales was chosen to
fill the vacancy caused by the resiegnation of Dea. Josiah Bal-
lard, who laid down the office on account of bodily infirmities.

In 1801, November 2, Jonas Lane was chosen to supply
the vacancy made by the decease of Dea. Cyrus Fairbank.

1802, December 1, Joseph White was elected in place of
Dea. Benjamin Houghton, He was reluctant, but finally con-
sented.

October 3, 1806, Joel Wilder was chosen.

Benjamin Wyman was elected, July 23, 1809,

Josiah Bridge was elected in consequence of the resigna-
tion of Dea. Wales, in 1817. Dea. Bridge removed from the
town in 1824, and on the first of April, Horatio Carter was
chosen to supply his place.

Dea. Wyman died, December 30, 1826, and ‘on the first of
April following Tarbell Baneroft was chosen his suceessor.

;\!rl‘i] 18, 1830, James . Carter succeeded Iliul‘:llin Car-
ter, who had become a :{is:']’l[v of Swedenborg.

Peter Oscood was elected in 1835 ; and Silas Sawyer in
1838. The latter expressed his thanks, hut declined the office.

Samiiel ﬁj White came into the office in 1839, thus retain-
ing it in the family through every generation for more than
a hundred and fifty years. L 7

The above is an outline of the history of the First church
during the forty-seven years of Dr. Thayer’s labors. His
personal history is bound up with it, to a great extent; yet
his work and influence were felt in other spheres. Probably
few New England ministers ever had greater influence over
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town affaivs.  Without holding any political or munieipal of-
fice, aside from his connection with the schools, and without
seekine to intermeddle with the duties of other men. it is vet
certain, from the testimony of those who lived in his time,
that he was consulted in regard to every measure of impor-
tance which came before the town ; and by officers in relation
to the matters with which l!:-.-l\' were 1'fl.-i1':'|'il. The extent
of his influence has been playfully, yet truthfully stated, in
the oft-repeated remark, that “ the selectmen did not mend a
piece of roud without first consulting Dr. Thayer.”

From the first he had the principal care of all the schools
in the town, from the Shirley to the Boylston line, and the
evidence is abundant, that he exercised a faithful supervision
over the whole i-lt'\'i'il ortwelve distriets into ‘.'\"!:Ee'il the town
was then divided, and the Latin grammar school besides,
It was his n'hll"\' to examine all the teachers, 1||||lllg'i| SOMe-
times aided by others. While the schools were in session,
his afternoons were very much devoted to their welfare. Fre-
quent visits, f\in-Hl\" sugwestions to teachers, and ]Jldl’i!l'!ﬂ'(',
but pleasant remarks to the children, consumed much fime,
but carried a wholesome influence to every child, and youth,
and family in all the extended town. Indeed. it might he
said that his benignant presence filled the schools.

But he was a minister more than an eduecator, or a towns-
man, and he was laborious and faithful in performing the duties
of his high and sacred office. By birth, by training, and by
aptitude of mind and disposition, he was formed for the pul-
pit, and for the pastoral office. He was 2 st udent, and a think-
er, and therefore brought forth thines new and old. He was
laborious, and in his old ave. after his congreeation had al-

most entirely changed, he preferred to prepare new sermons,
and would not, unless necessary, repeat an old discourse. His
pulpit lahors were held in high esteem by his own people, and
by other congregations far and near. In prayer he was de-
vout, earnest, humble, grateful. He entered into the wants
and feelings of his parishioners with true and heartfelt sym-
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pathy. His discourses were seriptural according to his under-
standing of the Bible, and were replete with sense and t hought.
Rarely rising to eloguence, he avoided commonplace, and
held the attention of his hearers, As a pastor he was inde-
fatigable. If any were sick, or in affliction, his sympathy
was prompt and sincere. No matter how distant the family
might live, if they were in trouble, their minister was with
them, in rain or shine. His pleasant countenance and cheery
voice bhroucht solace and encourngement. He earned the
blessing pronounced by the Prince of Peace upon the peace-
maker, for it was a peculiar feature of his ministry, to pre-
serve good neighborhood and brotherly kindness : and when
differences or quarrels arose, none knew better how to re-
move and heal them. This is a field in which few can inter-
meddle without more embroiling the fray ; but Dr. Thayer
had the tact, the fairness, the kindliness and the anthority
which gave him success.

He was a man of consummate prudence. During his min-
istry, there were fierce political disputes. He and a major-
ity of his charge, belonged to the school of Washington and
Adams : but there were friends of Jefferson and Gerry, in
his congregation and church, and even in the ranks of his
deacons. He u'ii}mr:n'i] and |l!'l'-;li']u'il .'J_‘_":E‘Ill*_-f the war of 1812.
In his later ministry, there were strong divisions of senti-
ment and feeline in relation to temperance, to masonry and to
slavery. His owncourse was elear and deeided ; and yet he main-
tained his hold upon his people.so that there was no thought
of change. In building the new meeting-house, a trouble-
some debt was ineurred, and many “signed off ” from the
“ ' At
length new societies were formed, on either side, and drew re-
; arge, wealthy

parish, but the position of the minister was unshaken.

spectable conaregations ; yet he ministered to a
and intelligent people, till a serene old age ; yet he was no tem-
porizer, concealing his opinions, and trimming to catch the
popular breeze. He knew how to maintain his opinions, and
at the same time, keep his place. In this he was aided by the
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stable habits of his parish, which knew the value of a per-
manent ministry ; yet much was due to his own especial pru-
dence. RIS

Dr. Thayer was a fine public speaker. He was large in
person, P44 had an imposing presence. Though pleasunt in
speech, he was grave, dignified and impressive. He had a
voice of great power and compass, which filled the largest
hall or church with ease. He was thus fitted to speak on spe-
cial oceasions, as well as in his stated ministry. When La-
fayette was passing through the country, on his triumphal
tour, in ##%, he tarried for a night at the hospitable man-
sion of Mr., Sampson V. S. Wilder, in Bolton, and in the
morning eratified the citizens of Lancaster with a reception.
It was assiened to Dr. Thayer to address him on that ocea-
sion. Standing on the Common, near the Brick church, and
surrounded by an immense multitude from this and neighbor-

ing towns, he spoke as follows :

“(GENERAL LarayerTe.—In behalf of the inhabitants of

Lancaster, I offer you their cordial congratulations on your
arrival in a country whose wrongs vou felt and resented ;
whose liberties you \':!_H:illf'].\' (h.‘“‘”lll'll; and whose interests
and prospects have,Been dear to your soul.

*We all unite with the few surviving veterans which were
with, loved and respected you on the high places of the field,
in giving you a welcome to this village, once the chosen res-
idence of savages, and the scene of their,boasted triumph;
and rejoice that you visit it under the improvements of civil-
ized life, in prosperity and peace.

“It gladdens us that we and our children may behold the
man, whom we have believed, and whom we have taught our
children to believe, was second only to his and our friend, the
immortal Wasningron. We participate in your joy, on be-
holding our institutions in vigor, our population extended, so
that since you left us, from a little one we have hecome mil-
lions, and from a small band a strong nation; that you see
our glory rising, our Republic placed on an immovable basis,

Lt
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all of which are in part, under Providence, to be aseribed to
your sacrifices, dangers and toils.

“We wish you health and prosperity. We assure you that
wherever you shall go, you will be greeted by our fellow-
countrymen as one of the chief deliverers of America, and
the friend of rational liberty and of man. It is especially our
prayer, thatin that day in which the acelamations and applauses
of dying men shall cease to reach or affect you, you may re-
ceive from the Judge of character and Dispenser of imper-
ishable honors, as the reward of philanthropy and incorrupt-
ible integrity, a erown of glory which shall never fade.”

It is said that when these closing words were uttered,  the
veteran Lafayette trembled with emotion,” and that he was
often afterwards “ accustomed to refer with pleasure to the
beautiful scenery of the banks of the Nashua, and the heart-
thrilling address of the venerable minister of Lancaster.”
Aged men, now living, who were present, tell us that the
words of the speaker were heard distinctly by all in the great
throng, and that the tones of his voice were audible across
the intervale, and half way up the side of George hill.

The funeral diseourse already drawn from, speaks in warm
terms of the hospitality of Dr. Thayer, and extols his char-
acter in all his domestie relations. Living among his children
as a companion as well as a father, he approached the close
of life with scarcely any abatement of his natural force. Un-
usual labors in the winter and spring of 1840, led him to seek
recreation in extended travel. His last public service, as al-
ready stated, was on the seventh of June, a day which he de-
clared to be one of the happiest of his life, when he communed
with his people at the Lord’s table, received some into the
church, and laid his hand, in baptism, on the heads of some
of the lambs of his flock.

The next day, accompanied by a daughter, he started for
Sal'-’lt-ﬂgil Springs. After spending a week there, he went on
his way towards Niagara Falls, enjoying the scenery and the

climate, in the most genial season of the year. Monday, June
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22, was spent in traveling, and it is said that “ large portions
of it had been occupied in most interesting conversations on
religious subjects with fellow travelers.” Having reached
Rochester that evening, he retired to rest at the usual hour,
and in wonted health. Nothing led his daughter or himself
to apprehend the solemn event which was near. But the voice
from Heaven eame to him, at two o’clock in the morning, and
he was ready to hear and to obey. * Without a murmur or
a sigh of discontent, he yielded to the decisions of an uner-
ring Providence, and serene and cheerful, awaited the final is-
sue. His heart was with his family and his people. He said ;
® (xive them my dyine love. Tell them I cheertully snbmit.
I die in the faith I have preached.—1 die in peace, and in
the llnlw--‘ of l']ltl‘ Ig‘n-']h'l.‘ o

The good people of Rochester, without regard to denom-
inational sympathies, showed the greatest respect to his re-
mains, and the most delicate kindness to his bereaved daugh-
ter. The lifeless form was brought to Lancaster, and hy a

singular felicity was placed under the same elms, where the

venerable Harrington, nearly forty-five years before, had in-
voked upon him the blessing of God. Here prayers were
offered, and on Monday, June 29, the funeral solemnities were
observed in the church where he had lll't‘.'li'lll'll the word dur-
ing a long and happy pastorate. A great multitude filled the
house, below and in the galleries. After appropriate services
of song, discourse and prayer, the remains of the venerable
and lamented minister were borne from the house of God to
the house appointed for all the living. They buried him, but
his memory and influence remain. * Then shall the dust re-
turn to the earth as it was; and the spirit shall return unto
God who gave it.”

The chapter will be closed with an extract from a sermon
delivered by Dr. Thayer, at an installation in 1828, when in
the ripe maturity of his powers. It will serve as a favorable
specimen of his style, and at the same time, express his views
in relation to an important doctrine of the gospel. Speak-
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CHRIST A SAVIOUR. 477
ing of Christ, he asks : “ What did the world more need than
an Instructor to enlighten them in all the will of God : a Mod-
el of undeviating and spotless virtue and holiness; a Sav-
iour from the present and distant evils of moral corruption ;
a Redeemer from the power of the grave ; and a Guide to di-
rect their upward course to Heaven and to God? Give me
a Saviour who shall by his gospel impart light to my mind,
purity to my heart, and tenderness to my conscience. Give
me a Saviour who shall lead me by his instructions and per-
fect example in obtaining a victory over my sinful propensi-
ties, appetites and passions. (Give me a Saviour who shall
secure me n the possession of a sure and unfailing promise
of the mercy of God, if I am penitent and obedient. Give
me a Saviour who shall lead me in triumph, by faith in him,
through the dark valley of the shadow of death. Giveme a
Saviour who by his resurrection from the grave has set be-
fore me a proof of my own resurrection. Give me a Saviour in
whom I can confide when he tells me that in his Father’s house
are many mansions, and that if I am taithful, where he is I
shall be also, Give me a Saviour who can teach, practice,
promise all this, and whose authority to reveal the promise
is unquestionably established ; and I need nothing more to
constrain me to :11_‘!{Ii|ﬂ'\'1t'1ij__{(’ that I believe him to be all-suf-
ficient, able to save to the uttermost all that come unto God
by him.”




CHAPTER XX.

1878.

TOWN AFFAIRE FroM 1842 TO

I~ this chapter the continuous narrative of events, will be
brought down to the present time, with the exception of the
.‘-'t()l“\'. of Lancaster in the war of the rebellion. The Acade-
my and other private schools, the Librarvy, the Cemeteries,
the Churches, and miscellaneous matters not easily classified,
will need separate treatment, but the town history, as gather-
ed from the Records, is drawing to its close.

[t is a curious and singular fact, that at the point of time
when the town was two hundred years old from its first set-
tlement, its history took, as it were, a new departure. Near
that time Rev. Dr. Thayer died, by which event some of the
cohesive power of the first church and society was removed.
About this time the Evangelical charch was formed, and the
society connected with it erected a house of worship. The
Universalist society, whose meeting-house was in South Lan-
caster, oras then styled. New Boston, came into existence at
the same period. In consequence, public sentiment was much
divided, and the new societies were obliged to contend for
recognition.

Then came a new element of discord, which eaused the po-
litical waters to ferment like a maclstrom. The Liberty party
was formed in 1840, and soon began to have adherents in this
town. The town was overwhelmingly whig, the democrats
being few and helpless in all political contests. The Liberty
men came from the whig party, and as they increased in num-
bers, they incurred the most determined opposition. This

went on for sixteen years, till 1856, when Lancaster fell into
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line as a republican town. 1In 1848, when the county went
for the Free Soil party, this town adhered to the whie orean-
ization. This was a stronghold of the whigs, and the IJil;»_;t‘l_\-'
men, under different names, had to wage a strenuous warfare,
But in time the hostile elements were quieted. The several
religious bodies learned to respect each other’s richts and con-
victions, and the whole mass of e¢itizens, with inconsiderable
exceptions, were banded together in abolishing slavery, and
puttinge down rebellion.

Returning to our narrative, we have first to string together
various isolated matters, which interested the town during the
period under review ; and then to continue the history of edu-
cation, and of roads and bridges from year to year.

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS.

The first effective action of the town in relation to the tem-
perance reform, was taken in 1843. Indeed, this phase of the
temperance revival might have been noted as one of the divi-
sive elements when the town reached its two hundredth birth-
day. But since the movement begun, as a moral reformation,
ten or fifteen years before, it could not be referred to the time
when this chapter opens. At the April meeting, 1843, the
selectmen were instructed to prosecute all persons who should
“sell spirituous liquors without license during the ensuing
year.” So fur the record is good, but under the various changes
of the laws in relation to liquor-selling, the town has not uni-
formly voted in favor of prohibition. In 1848 it was voted
not to prosecute ; and later in the year, in favor of prosecu-
ting the violation ot the law. Whether the question has been
in regard to prohibiting or limiting the sale of spirituous li-
quors, or the milder }1\'\'.(_’}':1.‘_"1.".\' which contain aleohol, as cider,
ale, porter and lager beer, the vote has generally been in the
negative. And when the matter has been left with the select-
men, the action has frequently been in favor of license. More
recently, licenses have been withheld, with partial approbation,

and general acquiescence.
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In April, 1844, the town voted to purchase a “salamander
safe ” to keep the town Records and other books. The safe
cost $139.99. At the same time measures were taken to ob-
tain the Proprietors’ Record Books, and place them in safe
keeping. By this time the Proprietors had sold nearly all their
property, and rarely met; but as their records are a part of
the history of the town, it was desirable to obtain them.

A memorial from Joseph Willard, Esq., whose writings have
done so much to illustrate the early history of Lancaster, was
lmn-:f:"niz"i] to the town. in November. 1846, in relation to the
town records, and specially in regard to the records of births,
marriages and deaths. He represented that some of the books
were very ancient, and by frequent examination, were liable
to be defaced and worn out ; and as they were becoming more
valuable by the lapse of time, it was important that copies
should be taken, and the originals be preserved from wear and
tear. In consequence, a committee of three was chosen "to
superintend the copying of such of the town records that are
ancient, as they may think expedient.” The committee were
John G. Thurston, (town clerk,) Solon Whiting and Ezra Saw-
yer. In 1860 Dr..J. 1. S. Thompson, (town clerk,) Joel Wil-
der and Silas Thurston were chosen a committee *to super-
intend the copying of the old tax books.” F

Previous to this, in June, 1853, when [“I':ill("f-":;n]Ill‘r‘ﬁt_'_\' was
chosen clerk, a committee was appointed, — Henry Wilder
and S.J.S. Vose, — " to receive the hooks and papers from
former clerks, and pass them to the present.” The committee
understood the vote to mean that they should inspect the rec-
ords, and report for correction any errvors that might be found.
several elerical mistakes were noted, and the town voted to
have them rectified. No intentional errors were charged upon
former clerks, but the town showed a commendable purpose
to have the records correct.

The enrolled militia numbered two hundred and fifty-eight
in 1844, The number increased very fast until Clinton was
set off as a new town, but the glories of the muster field were
already among the things of the past.
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None but those who know the fact would imagine that there
ever was a mill on Cumberry brook, though at one time there
were two small mills. In 1847, Eew Farwell obtained leave
from the town to raise the road which runs east by the No. 1
school-house, and make it a dam, where the brook crosses.
The mill was near the road, and in certain seasons of the
year, did its quantum of work. The other mill was farther
up stream.

The question in relation to building a new town-house came
up in 1847, and was referred to Wilder S. Thurston. Charles
Humphrey, H. N. Bicelow, Josiah Fay and Levi Farwell.
This was at the March meeting. A month later the committee
made an able and elaborate report, and recommended: “1,
That the town proceed to the erection of a town-house the
present year; 2, that it be built of brick; and J that it be
placed upon the open space petween the academy and the brick
meeting-house, provided ‘t-iu{ {_—l;lu-u-l-nw&) have or ean obtain
a title to the land.”

The town accepted the report, and voted to *"build in ac-
cordance with plans drawn by Mr. J. C. Héadley.” The bor-
rowing of $7,000 was authorized. The building committee
were John G. Thurston, John C. Headley and Anthony Lane.
In September, 1848, the committee were instructed to buy
necessary furniture for the new hall. The committee were
thanked for the * faithful and efficient manner ” in which they
had performed their duties.

On the seventh of November the meeting for the choice of
presidential electors was warned to assemble in the old town-
house. The meeting adjourned to the new town hall, when
the citizens cast two hundred and eighty-six votes for the
whig candidate, Gen. Zachary Taylor ; one hundred and eighty-
nine votes for Hon. Martin Van Buren, the Free Soil candi-
date, and sixty-five votes for the candidate of the demoeracy,
Hon. Lewis Class.

The total outlay for the new hall was $7,023 ; and the old

town-house was still the property of the town. It was

a1
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occasionally used for town meetings andother gatherings. when
a full meeting was not expected. Fiually it was sold and re-
moved to its .t*i‘wl-m location near the station of the Worces-
ter and Nashua railroad. It will be remembered that this was
the old meeting-house, built in 1743 ; and that it was reduced
in size, and made into a town-house in 1816. The timbers
of the original house, cut down, are still the main-stay of the
building. It may be a mafter of interest to some to know
that the three porches of the meeting-house were sold sepa-
rate from the main building. Two of them joined together,
now make the house of Benjamin Morse, in the North Village,
and the third was for a long time, the L. part of the present
L, part of the house of Wright S. Keyes, before the new house
was built in front, a few years since.

At the November meeting, 1848, a movement was begun,
looking to a division of the town, by the separation of Clin-
tonville. The subject was referred to the following gentle-
men, living in both sections, as & committee. Elias M. Still-
well, James G. Carter, John . Shaw, H. N. Bigelow, Ezra
Sawyer, Sidney Harris, Charles G. Stevens, J. T. Otterson
and Jacob Fisher. The committee, as might have been ex-
Iu_-:-_imi, were divided in opinion, and at a meeting held in
November of the next year, presented majority and minority
reports. Both reports were laid on the table.

Atthe~smme Hime another committee made a report in re-
gard to the land under and near the old town-house. It seems
that a Mr. Danforth had built where Mr. Royee now resides,
in 1832, and Capt. Shaw was then living in the house. By
some means the town had six hundred and fifty-two feet of
Capt. Shaw’s land, and he had two thousand -ﬁ:\'ulllllluh'("l and
seventy-two feet of the town’s land. How the m:n'i:l" WAS
settled, the records do not inform us; but probably all that
belonged to the town is now in the highway between the houses
of Mrs. Abby Lane and Mr. Royce.

The dividing of the town was a matter that could not rest,

as Clintonville was rapidly increasing in population and busi-



“ [

wl = J)fw 7. /546 JJIJ& & jW“”‘JwM ’

! J., Are /} ”. r;" Oes ok & a Aiereoiine 4;1..7/
Ll Ak F et Lol Joren &

|': P !
/Q,-?{A-f.ﬂ‘({r. ‘J} 4,/ / W / P 7 Bhn Ctenanrns SNolads’ -

| f
) r L
‘\/{Y.! calp |

|i F.’(

i \%_f( AeZl?, :..‘.‘.ﬁj~ fvze s 1(»‘-‘-""/”2;" A /f/: x //L (gn"".'{'”/:‘"'
)4411/1 ct.(.fugwc.-; J?{;- La aite ) id (-; loo Nonts ;}"/( //' :/‘ e , b
: s ot grcniisg (o, Hon. Pt
Lo 6‘*" *{"‘” 2 7o /:( / ‘ . § ; gufe—t
;XJ'- M A L——»-r !p/w u‘((': é;' ,-,ll-’_-/-.f“ o A Ly E'-‘F" w1 ._.7 g
V1ead LL/A faj { *"u‘l[ = Y JL (.'f[tt‘Aw—‘ wrene oAl ol

A A g




We don’t care a picayune for what a Y promi-
nent citizen" told the editor of the Times, or for
what Elias Nason says in his Gazetteer about the
origin of the name of “Clinton;” hoth have as
good a right to be mistaken as our critic: some
thirty-six years ago, one of the Messrs, Bigelow
heing pleased with the excellent hetel at which
he was stopping in New York city, suggested
“Clinton” as the name of our new town; the
New York hotel wag named for a previous hotel
in Albany, of same name, and owned by same par-
ties; to give DeWitt Clinton the credit of acting
as a sort of godfather for all the hamlets, hotels,
halls; pavks, lanes, ete. in the United States i is a
good deal like making George Washington re-
sponsible for all the literary men that now
bear his name; it is clear snerilege, and not war-
ranted by the facts,
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CLINTON. 483
ness. Therefore a special meeting was held on the fifteenth =
of February, 1850, with Solon Whiting, Esq., in the chair.
Charles G. Stevens, Esq., then a young lawyer, recently set-
tled in Clintonville, submitted a preamble and resolve to the
meeting in favor of a new town.

The subject was discussed, but before any action was taken,
a committee was appointed to confer with a like committee,
chosen by the people of Clintony i!l:‘:“:nuf"'ru\[mrf a8 800N a8
may be, what terms, in their opinion, ought to satisfy the town
of Lancaster to consent not to oppose adivigion of the town.”
The committee chosen by the town were.John G. Thurston,
Jacob Fisher, Silas Thurston, Henry Lincoln and Nathaniel
Warner. The meeting then adjourned, fortv minutes. On
reassembling, the committees unanimously reported as follows.

“1. That all the property, both real and personal, owned

m;f ])_\' the town of Lancaster, at the present time, shall IJ!‘li]I‘l"_"_"

5{_5_ to, and be owned by the town of Lanecaster, after the divi-
sion shall take place.

o “2.  That the inhabitants of Clintonville shall support and

il forever maintain those persons who now receive relief and

support from the town of Lancaster as paupers, who origi-

nated from the Ir]']']IuI"\_' p:'!a]m«:-:{ fo he set off ; and also for-
ever support all persons who may hereafter hecome paupers,

who derive their settlement from this territory.

3.  That Clintonville, or the town of Clinton, if so in-
corporated, shall pay to the town of Lancaster, the sum of
ten thousand dollars in consideration of the large number of
river bridges and paupers that will remain within the limits
of the old town. The same to he paid in ten equal annual

A payments of one thousand dollars, with interest semi-annu-
ally on the sum due. the first payment of one thousand dol-

lars to be made Elku]h’_\*-:li':lillvr' the Hi."l].'ll‘:H.Il_J[I shall take ]Jl:H'l'.

=

. i
And the amount shall be infull for all the town debt,which ‘7oee Pes

i Laneaster owes.”

fr The fourth article fixed the bounds as they now stand. »=x




484 HISTORY OF LANCASTER.

Henry Wilder, Benjamin Whittemore and John G. Thurs-
ton were chosen a committee to see the substance of the fore-
going articles put into the act of hll'.{il'l'){ll’}lli[}H.

: 'I‘llm report was adopted by thu(__tim'n: Clinton was incor-
porated by the legislature at its- next session, and in dueX
time, paid for its freedom, according to agreement, and went
on its way prospering, with the ;_:mn_l—\\'ill of its venerable, but
still growing and comely mother. Comparing the two, and
l‘t'.\-'l']'.;‘iill'_" the words of Horace, we may write —

: O filia pulchra mater pulchrior.

The number of families in the town previous to the divi-
gion, wag six hundred and ninety-two. Supposing the fami-
lies averaged five persons, the population was three thousand
four hundred and sixty. Now the population of Clinton is
probably double the latter number, while that of Lancaster
is less than two thousand. But the old town has time and
room for growing.

At this time, and during subsequent years the town took
special pains to have the accounts of the selectmen and other
officers carefully audited. Samuel J. S. Vose was chosen
auditing committee in 1850 ; and with others at different
dates, did much to effect a careful keeping and rendering of
accounts. It has now become a settled thing to have an andit-
ing committee annually chosen.

A division of the county of Worcester has heen agitated,
every few years, for nearly a century. The attempt always
comes from the same source, but has hitherto failed. From
the first Lancaster has been solid in her allegiance to the old
county. The question was brought hefore the town in 1851,
Maveh 19, when the vote was unanimous against division.
Again and again the measure has been pressed down to the
present time, but always with the same result. At one time,
a single citizen was in favor of the new county. At another
time four voted for it. The highest number of votes on that
side was seven. The feelings of the town in favor of pre-
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LANCASTER CHARITABLE FUND. 485

serving old county lines and associations have been emphati-
cally expressed. Whether a direct line of railway between
Lancaster and Fitchburg, would effect a change in publie
opinion, is a matter of conjecture.

The home or asylum for the poor was, at—thefirst, on the),
[‘uuf not far from the Sl 1iv(\In‘r(L‘ fna few years, the ]I(\llr-e_)f”f,au frre

- B. W. Willard, where Levi P. Wood, jr., now lives, was
l}r.-ught‘ A large addition was made, when needed, by erect-
ing what is now the main building, of two stories. In 1851
the selectmen were suthorized-fo sell a small part of the poor
farm to neighbors. Other inconsiderable changes were made,
but nothing which demands notice, until the new farm was
purchased, at a later date. chalict Lloms 311057

April 7, 1851, the town accepted the Act, incorporating the
“ Lancaster Charitable Fund.” Sometimes this is called the
“Poor Widow’s Fund.” The minister of the First Congre-
gational Chureh and his successors, is one of the trustees. Rev.
George M. Bartol has held that position since the Fund was
established. The first board of trustees elected by the town
was composed of the following citizens, viz., John M. Wash-
burn, Charles Humphrey, Henry Lincoln, Levi Farwell, John
Bennett.

The origin of the Fund dates farther back. The late Sam-
uel Ward, Esq., who died August 14, 1826, gave and be-
queathed to the " settled Congregational minister and select-
men of the town of Lancaster for the time being, and their
respective successors in said office, five hundred dollars, in
trust, to be placed at interest by them, and the interest an-
nually arising therefrom to be by them distributed to those
who are unfortunate and in indigent circumstances, in said
Lancaster, but not to the poor actually maintained by said
town.”

According to the terms of the will, the minister and the
selectmen administered the Fund until 1851.

Capt. Josiah Bowers, who lived on-the summit of George
hill, made a bequest to the Fund, as appears by the follow-




486 HISTORY OF LANCASTER.

ing extract from his will, proved November 15, 1836, in these
words : © As to the residue and remainder of my estate, it is
my will and order that one hundred dollars be put out on in-
terest under the eare and trust of the selectmen of the town
of Lancaster, for the benefit of poor widows belonging to
said town, of good moral character, and whe are not sup-
ported by the town.”

A much larger addition was made to the Fund by the will
of Joel Wilder, dated August 2, 1847. This Mr. Wilder was
Joel Wilder, 2d. as Dea. Joel Wilder was first, and the latter's
son was Joel Wilder, jr. .‘]Iui-l Wilder lived near the ( reorge
[}J” ."l'!if]tli-r.ltlll‘-!'. \\'hl'!‘:' A. !.f". I it-\'\':' recent |‘\' !‘u_-ai.'[r_w!_ ”t li_'I‘I
one-third of his estate to one of his spn&, but it was toremain in
the hands of his executor, for the henefit of his soff, and the
residue, after his yﬁl/: decease, was to go to the * poor wid-

ow’s fund of said Lancas Mr. Wilder’s eift, with $28.51

interest, amonnted to $1.701.51.
A clause of the will of Mr. John Laughton, proved June
4, 1850, provides that after his wife’s decease, all the remain-

der of his property “he paid to the 'w.-f“]:‘h.“ﬁw

a iviIEI'] i"-I:&|J|E--]|<’|] ]:ri' the benent ol ‘-]_H- 'l}::.','_.' ‘.\:,uiu'-.\ = i]] “;Iiil

, 80 called,
],.‘l:ln'.‘]‘-fn-l'.” IH;}*& ]|. not yvet come -I:||-- Lne 1'||-i-|.|'\ "-1_" ]flt'
trustees.

The Aect of incorporation above referred to authorizes the
town to " elect five persons, whi ceessors, and

the minister for the time being., of tl first Conerecational

Society in
. M

\'n[ Lown |]‘|Eil‘\' S0

cessors in office shall thereafter be constituted a bods corpo-
rate hy the name of the Trustees of the Charitable Fund in
the town of Lancaster.” In case of a vacanev by death. res-
Ig"lliilil'a!]. removal or otherw 1se. the town was to fill the vacan-
cy. The trustees are required to elect a clerk and treasurer,
to keep a record of their doines. and to administer the fund.
“regard being had to the wishes of the donors when known.”

The Assets of the Charitable Fund, in 1871. June 2
amounted to $2,301.51.
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ADDITION TO THE TOWN HALL. 487

February 5, 1872, " At a meeting of the Trustees of the

Charitable Fund in the town of Lancaster, holden this day,
it was voted to accept of the trust or donation from the sub-
seribers of the Soldier’s Relief Fund, amounting to eight
hundred dollars.” The Fund on the second nf'_\[n.!':_'h. 1878,

amounted to $3,083.67.

The annual donations have been made to about twenty per-
gons, in sums varying from two to twelve dollars. In 1851
the amount paid out was $112. In 1860, it was $118. In
1870, twenty-one persons received $124, In 1877, the sum
of $160 was divided among twenty-six beneficiaries.

The trustees, in addition to those first chosen, have been
Dea. Charles Wyman, Col. Francis B. Fay, Messrs. George
W. Howe, Caleb T, Symmes, Spencer R. Merrick and Levi
IJ. \‘\:H-'rl]. | JT cele La; ’111‘ L= 15 d - \—/f"f“{f"’”{‘ 1556,

[n 1851 a proposition came from the general court to hold
a convention for the revision and amendment of the Consti-
tution. At the November meeting for the election of state
officers, this town gave fifty-seven votes in favor and one hun-
t.]['l‘t], and “i“"l-.\ three :l_'_:"li!'-.-'.l" the measure. But as the peo-
l?]" of the commonwealth in 1853, decided in favor of the
convention, the town, March
Wilder delegate. When the result of the eonvention was pre-

1 o . : g el
gented to the people for :!jljl]‘n\'i'l or rejection, every amend-
| ;

i

.. 0On !|]<' ii!i!'ui TJ;‘.”H[. t_']]i_rvl' -!tl['l

teration was voted acainst by Lancaster. The

ment or
average vote was seventy in favor, and one hundred and
seventy in opposition. However, at different times, when pre-
sented to the 1”-“']‘[‘-‘ by the legislature, most of the amend-
ments which the convention had recommended, were adopted
by laree majorities.

Action in relation to enlarging the town hall was taken,
May 5, 1852, when it was voted to j:l‘elt‘:'{'t] according to a plan
made by W.J. Whitaker. The expense was not to exceed
$2,000. Dr.Thompson, Capt. Fisher, Dea. Humphrey, 1[-:.11.["\'
Wilder and Rev. B. Whittemore were the committee. The
upper story was added to the hall, and other improvements

made, the cost of which was $2.539.61.

fole clivied) ¢,
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488 HISTORY OF LANCASTER.

March 7, 1853, the fire wards were directed to put the fire
hooks and ladders in order. Probably their duties were not
Very onerous.

This year the town began to make a discount on taxes when
promptly paid. The discount for those who paid by Septem-
ber 1, was five per cent., and one per cent. less each month
to the first of January.

The question of a new pauper establishment came before
the town, from time to time, chiefly because the poor farm was
in a remote section, but no action was taken.

As the time drew near when the town had been incorpo-
rated two hundred years, measures were taken to commemo-
rate the event. November 29, 1852, a vote was passed to
have a celebration in the coming year. A committee of seven,
in addition to the " clergymen of the town to head the com-
mittee.” The following were the general committee : Rey.
Charles Packard, Rev. Benjamin Whittemore, Rev. George
M. Bartol, Messrs. William Townsend, Ephraim C. Fisher,
John G. Thurston. Jacob Fisher, John M. Washburn, George
Cummings and Charles Humphrey. The day fixed upon for the
celebration was the fifteenth of June, and the committee were
directed to invite all the towns which had sprung from Lan-
caster, to be present as guests. These were Hurvard, Bolton,
Leominster, Sterling, Berlin, Boylston, West Boylston and
Clinton. Money was appropriated to carry out the design,
but as funds were raised by subseription, the vote was rescind-
ed. As the proceedings were printed in a handsome volume,
including the very able oration of Joseph Willard, Esq., the
orator of the day, it is not necessary to give the particulars

in this place. It is sufficient to say, that the day was cele-
brated in a manner highly honorable to the town. The peo-
ple gave up the day to the oceasion, and a great number came
from the towns invited. The church was throneed, and the
tables spread on the lawn, sinee owned by Col [":i-.‘\', were load-
ed with viands, and surrounded by an immense multitude.
Speeches and letters gave a zest to the occasion. The whole
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FREE USE OF TOWN HALL.—CATTLE DISEASE. 489

of a long June day was too short for the erowded and inter-
esting services.

In July, 1855, action was taken in reference to the loea-
tion of the State Industrial School for girls. It was voted to
straighten the road from Capt. Orice King's to the Emerson
plice ; and also to discontinue the road from the .‘""tiw"'u”
house to the Emerson place. The St iJ)/\\'a‘II house is now in
ruins in consequence of a fire. The Emerson place is now
occupied by Frederick Whitney. This arrangement improv-
ed the broad and pleasant avenue across the Old Common,
and left the land on the north of it in the yard of the school.

dohn-GThursten and Wright Cummings, M. D., a com-
mittee on the almshouse, presented an elaborate report, in
which, among other things, they insisted upon kind treatment
of the insane, and recommended that they should be sent to
asylums for insane persons.

The Act of the legislature respecting shade trees was

cepted by the town, April 5, 1858
the town hall

The town has always been liberal in letting
In 1858 the

for the convenience or advantage of the eitizens.
use of the lower hall was given to Charles Safford, Jeremiah
Moore and Dr. Thompson, a committee, for instruetion in mu-
sic. The next year the town warmed and lighted the hall for
the use of singers. In 1860 the Brass Band and the Sons of
Temperance were allowed the free use of the hall, warmed and
lighted, *but not more than twice a week.” This has been
the uniform practice until recently.

The cattle disease spread consternation among the farmers
of the state in the spring of 1860, and strenuous measures
were everywhere taken to arrest the distemper, or prevent
its outbreak. The legislature authorized certain commission-
ers to slanghter animals liable to communieate the contagion,
at their diseretion. This town gave the selectmen anthority
to deal with the matter as circumstances might require.

It appears that certain persons had subseribed, to raise
money for enlarging the town hall, to the amount of §463.52.
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Fhe-town-having-paid-for-the enlargement, these subseribers
were allowed seventy-five per cent. on that sum, “ whenever
an appropriation shall be made.” Perhaps there was an ap-
propriation, but there is no record of it. This was in 1861,
In the same year, April 1, lamps for the town hall, the cost
not to * exceed fifteen dollars,” were obtained.,

‘\l”'il 3, 1865, the selectmen were vmq;m\'vrml to open a
door on the south side of the basement of the town hall, near
the west end, and a year later, were directed to prepare a
room for the convenience of the ladies, with a cooking stove,
closets for :‘1'{:('1(1'&‘_\'. ete. The town voted to iaecept a pres-
ent of crockery, and a stove.

The old road on the west side of the river to the Neck
bridee, so called, had been out of use for many years, but it
seems that the town had some rights pertaining thereto, be-
cause the selectmen, April 3, 1865, were instructed to * vin-
dicate the rights of the town to hold a certain tract of land
near the barn of €. L. Wilder.”

The Freedman’s Aid “wn"lr-ll\' was dllowed the use of the

town hall, in 1866, to give entertainments, the proceeds of

which were to be given for the benefit of the newly enfran-
chised colored people of the South.  This was one of the beau-
tiful manifestations of a spirit which then animated the publie
heart, and filled the freedmen with hope and gratitude.

The town voted, Marchf2, 1867, that the selectmen should
close their books on the twentieth of February, each year, in
time to print their annual report, and circulate it through the
town previous to the March meeting. Subsequently a similar
vote included other officers or committees. but the school com-
mittee have not been able to comply with it strictly, beeause
the schools do not close in season to be reported before the
last week in February.

In 1869 there was considerable interest in relation to the
Massachusetts Central railroad. and efforts were made to have
the line run through the town. A committee was raised in

January to have the matter in charge, consistine of George
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SIDEWALKS. —FISH PONDS. 491

A. Parker, Charles L. Wilder, Caleb T. Symmes, Calvin Hol-
man and Lucius L. Farwell. At a meeting held in March
the committee were directed to do all in their power to perfect
surveys and get a charter for aroad from Gardner to Boston.
This was in pursuance of a plan to bring the Vermont and
Massachusetts road from Gardner to Boston, avoiding Ash-
burnham and Fitehbure. All these efforts failed.

In 1871 the town undertook to abate the nuisance of bills,
notices and \i:j_lah' on the shade trees and ]'l‘ir]j_;‘n.-é in the town,
but the perseverance of those interested in these has proved
worthy of a better cause.

Previous to this year there were patches of sidewalk in the
villages, but at the spring meeting the town voted to “ accept
and maintain sidewalks built by citizens.” At present there
is a tolerable walk on the west side, from the North \‘ili"".'-.l'"
to the south end of South Lanecaster street, between two and
three miles. In the villages there is a walk on both sides of
the main street. .

There being no fire-engine in the town, resort has been had
to the fire companies of Clinton, in case of emergency, and
they have always been prompt to respond to any call in case
of fire. [0 .\]n‘i!. of this year, the town I"i'!'i".l‘rlll'il the fire
department of Clinton with $200, and thanks for efficient aid.
Similar action has been taken on several oceasions.

At the same meeting the town treasurer was directed to
deposit the town’s money in the Lanecaster National Bank, and
also to give bonds for the faithful discharge of his duties. In
yut made use of any

old times the treasurer received no pay,
surplus money in his hands.
Abonut ten years since measures began to be taken for stock-

ing our ponds and streams with fish. April 5, 1869, Dr. J.

L. S. hompson, William H. MeNeil and George A, Parket
were chosen a committee to consider the practicability of re-

. v s Col m X r &9 rope
stockine Nashua river with salmon. The sum of $200 was

put to thiz use.. In March, 1871, encouragement wias given

to the plan of introducing certain kinds of fish into several
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ponds. In March, 1873, $300 were voted for the use of the
town commissioners on fresh water fish, and they employed
it in stocking one or more ponds. This has been followed
up from I.\'{-'.'ll" to year, Rufus Eager having been added to the
committee. Spectacle pond has been stocked with black bass.
In 1854, the commissioners were authorized to petition the
commissioners of inland fisheries to open Nashua river for the
passage of salmon.

At the March meeting, 1873, the question of selling the
old “ pauper establishment,” and purchasing a new house and
farm, was referred to a committee, consisting of John Ben-
nett, Jeremiah Moore, Henry Wilder, Dr. Thompson, and the
selectmen for the year, Messrs. Holman, Farwell and Day.
Without going into particulars it may be stated briefly, that
the old establishment was sold, and the farm and house of
Edward Phelps, (formerly the property of Calvin Carter, M.I 2
was obtained at the cost of $6,500. The farm contained about
sixty acres of very excellent land, and the house of three sto-
ries, was ample for all the purposes needed in an almshouse.
In 1874 a new barn was erected, which cost $3.876.21,

At the April meeting the selectmen were directed to pro-
vide the * best system of drainage for the main street in South
Lancaster.”

The Hon. Charles Sumner died on the eleventh day of
March, 1874, The following extract from the Records, dated
A[nil 6, give the action of the town in view of that event.

“Voted, }lﬁp‘t lu‘{é‘mnnu!y- L]wm‘iq wote fo adopt the foHowing
re '«fi|l!|IUHKIi lating to the death of “the=Hon. Charles Sum-
ner. Whereas, in the unerring Providence of God, the Hon.
Charles Sumner has recently been removed from earthly scenes
and labors, the inhabitants of Lanecaster in town meeting as-
sembled, desire to put on record some testimonial of their ap-
1‘:I’|‘L'i:|liu:| of his charucter and services, therefore

“Resolved, That in the decease of Mr. Sumner our com-
monwealth and the world has lost one who was a model as a
scholar, a statesman, a philanthropist and a man. As a scholar,
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he was diligent, patient of labor, various in culture, studious
in every worthy branch of human knowledge, enriched with
all that science, art and literature could add to his nature,
while holding his vast acquisitions in readiness for instant use :
as a statesman, sound in judgment, acquainted with the va-
ried wants, interests and achievements of his countrymen,
ruled by great principles yet familiar with details, above par-
tisan, or personal, or sectional aims ; proud of his native stute,
yet embracing his whole country in his heart, while seeking
to bind his own country in amity with all other peoples on the
true ethical basis of international law; as a philanthropist,
guided by the precepts of the Christian religion, above pre-
Judice, pitying the prisoner, breaking the fetters of the slave,
and protecting the rights of the alien and the stranger; and
as a man, pure in life, rigid in integrity, a fast friend and
placable enemy, enduring slander, violence and wrong with-
out revenge, brave, resolute, aggressive, but courteous and
regardful of others. Assuch a man, philanthropist, statesman
and scholar, we hold him up as an example for our youth, and
for such a gift we render devout thanks to the great God who
made him, gave him to us and to all humanity, and who has
now taken him in the fulness of his undying fame to himself.”

An unusual and perhaps unprecedented vote was passed,
April 5, 1875, under an article in the warrant * o see if the
town will pay Joel Wilder the sum of two hundred dollars
for services rendered the town in years past.” No speeial
services were mentioned, but probably the fact that Mr. Wil-
der had served the town in many offices and on various com-
mittees, during a period of nearly fifty years, was effective in
}':l'r.u_'nriu.f__r_ a unanimous vote in favor of the grant.

At the same meeting a permanent rule was made in relation
to overdrawing orders. The selectmen were instructed “in no
case to draw orders in excess of appropriations, beyond the
sum of one hundred dollars.” At the ensuing March meeting,
1876, the following orders bearing on the same subject, were
adopted. Ordered
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“1. That no committee appointed by the town for the ex-
penditure of any specific appropriation, be allowed under any
circumstances, to exceed such sum ;i[q)l‘n]:l'i;l!vd. unless the
written approval and consent of the board of selectmen to such
proposed excess of expenditure, shall first be obtained.” The
second order forbade the selectmen to pay all *dreafts drawn
on them by any committee, in exeess of the specific sum voted
by the town,” unless they had given their consent or appro-
val, in writing, to such expenditure. The subject was pre-
sented to the town in this shape, by Messrs. E. Warren Smith,
8. J. S. Vose and Henry Jewell.

At the April meeting the town voted to accept the * Bet-
terment Act,” so called, passed by the general court in the
year 1871.

The town, at the same time, took action in favor of cele-
brating the one hundredth anniversary of the Declaration of
Independence, on the ensuing fourth day of July. One hundred
and fifty dollars were appropriated for the purpose, and the
following were chosen a committee to superintend the celebra-
tion. Rev. George M. Bartol, Rev. A. P. Marvin, and
Messrs. Charles T. Fletcher, . F. Chandler and Henry S.
Nourse. In accordance with the vote of the town, the cel-
ebration was held. The committee “besides procuring a
Centennial Address, an Original Hymn, and an Original Ode
suited to the oceasion, further secured the services of a Band
of Music, and for the evening a display of Fireworks.” The
whole expense, including the printing of the address, the
band of music and the fireworks, was $468.42. In payment
the town voted $150 ; :~'uh:-a-"!‘iir1]t1nﬂ covered $131.85, and
the balance, $186.42, was paid by Nathaniel Thayer, Esq.
The order of exercises was as follows. Opening remarks by
the chairman, Rev. George M. Bartol ; prayer by the venera-

ble Rev. Benjamin Whittemore; hymn by Mr. Benjaminb

Whittemore, of i51:*1'1:]]}:\;“.1111‘1‘.-.-4 by John D. Washburn, Esq.,
of Worcester; ode by Mrs. Julia A. [ Fletcher] Carney, of

A
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LANCASTER.

—The committee to whom the purchasing of
heating apparatus for public buildings was re-
ferred, have contracted with a responsible firm in
Boston, to put under the town halla gectional
hoilar of sufficient capacity to heat the town
hall, memorial ball and new school-homse. The
work is to be of the best quaality, and done imme-
diately. % - g
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Ilinois; benediction by Rev. A. P. Marvin. The services
were held in the Brick Church, and the choir rendered ac-
{-(.],;;lh[p aid in the serviee of song. All the school children
of the town were present by invitation, and seated in the
galleries. No public entertainment was provided, except an
ample supply of lemonade. The day and evening were pleas-
ant, and all the exercises of the day, and the display in the
evening, from the grounds east of the street in front of the
residence of Mr. Thayer, passed off without accident, and to
the general satisfaction.

March 5, 1877. Dr. Thompson, Calvin Holman and Ho-
ratio D. Humphrey were chosen a committee to make inqui-
ries in regard to the cost of a fire-engine and necessary
appendages. At the April meeting the committee reported
and recommended the purchase of a small engine after trial.
And at a meeting, May 15, 8. R Damon and Sewall Day
were authorized to build a rveservoir on some part of the
Center Common.

The committee attended to the duty of their appointment,
and built a capacious subterranean reservoir by the roadside
in front of the town hall. The first thoucht was to gather
water from the roofs of public buildings in the vicinity, but
it was found that an ample supply could be collected from the
surface drainage of the Common.

A fire company was formed consisting of about twenty
members. The followingare the names of the officers. Fore-
man, John E. Farnswortl; first assistant foreman, William
H. Blood ; second do., Nathan Turner: secretary and treass
urer, Nicholas Frost: steward and section hoseman, Henry

H. Stowe. Cornfomiee, ol ek ¥ Bergened Aol

ROADS AND BRIDGES.
There have been but few important changes in the roads of
the town during the last thirty or forty years; hut there has
been a complete revolution in the construction of bridees.

The roads will first receive our attention.
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In 1843 a road was authorized by the town, on condition
that it should be made at private expense, reaching from the
house of Gen. Thomas Davis, (now occupied by K. Warren
Smith,) to the town road leading by the house of Jonas
Goss. As this place had been oceupied a long time, it is
probable that a private way had accommodated the families
residing upon it.

The road from Clintonville to Boylston, by the west side
of Sandy pond, was projected in 1845. In the same year
it was shown to the town that the usual way of repairing
roads was a plan by which men shirked the business, and
prevented all system. It was recommended that the select-
men should have the care of roads, instead of highway sur-
veyors in the distriets. The plan was adopted.

In 1846 an effort was made to close the road to Pine hill,
from the Harvard road, but failed. That way should ever
be kept open, since it leads to one of the pleasantest resorts
in all the region, to the lover of nature.

The road and bridge at Fuller’s mills was widened, gravel
was taken from Gattridge—er Goodrich hill. The owners
agreed to keep a watering trough in running order. Fuller &
Conant were paid $75 for the alterations near the mills.

Dea. Humphrey, as chairman, reported that of the hun-
dred miles, more or less, of road in the town, not ten miles
were lll"’lh’l']_‘-' bounded. The selectmen were then ordered
to survey ten miles of rond, as laid down in the Records,
and erect suitable monuments. After carveful perambula-
tion, they reported that it was impossible to reconcile the
present location with the original survey.

The erossing of the railroad, just north of Fuller’s mill,
has always been a source of annoyance. The first plan was
for the railway to cross at grade. Then the hill was cut away,
and the highway was built under the railroad bridge. Since
then repeated efforts have been made to induce the Worces-
ter and Nashua railroad company to widen the bridge and
give room for making the traveled way safer and more di-

rect., Appeals have been made to the county commissioners,
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the courts, and the legislature, but nothing has been effected. wetl 7%
An alteration was made in the road above Ponakin Illi]i,
in 1847, and Wilder 5. Thurston, whe-mpreved-tirepower b

-a—what—tenow—ealled—sSheeshente, was allowed $25 for the
improvement. Lt

. In 1848 :1.1'“:U‘E was proposed from rh Ii;:l.l{{'-'l.‘*j‘l_‘l('i‘.[jll.Ihi..‘
Sidney Harris mill, down the valley. This failed, but in a

short time, a—resd was opened heom—the Laneaster—mils,

north.over the Harpis-hitl-to—the road that-poes—fromthe
eatrosd-station—to-the-Hareis mill,

This year the Hon. James G. Carter, chairman of a com-
mittee, presented a long and able report on the subject of
roads and bridges, and closed with the following resolve:
“That the selectmen be authorized and instructed to employ

a suitable person to take charge, under their general direc-

tion, of the construction and repair of all the highways and
bridges of the town, and also purchase teams and tools.”™ The
plan was adopted and adhered to several years.

The Righy road was altered and improved, and several
streets in Clintonville were aceepted. The road from the
Lancaster mills south to Franklin Wilder’s was altered and
improved. Twenty-one guide boards were set up in 1849.
The old road from New Boston to Clintonville was discon~ e
tinued in 1850.

About this time a road was made from Clinton to Sterling, v
through the Deers HHorns section, and-anotherfrom Rrait’s
janction to-Clinton. These roads were of no advantage to
the town, but on the contrary served to take business away
from the stores. The people of Laneaster rightly considered
it unjust to he compelled to spend money on such highways,
and appealed to the county commissioners to make them a
county charge.

In 1851 the town voted to join Bolton in getting the old
turnpike from Lancaster toll-house to Bolton line discon-
tinued.
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Not until August 18, of this year, was the road from the
Evangelical church to the Neck road authorized. To be strict-
ly accurate the road extended from the Neck road to William
.7;:—(_}“'[_‘”‘.'9. corner. It was laid out one hundred and twenty-
five rods. It would seem as if public convenience would have
demanded such a road a hundred years before. The road was
built in the following year.

The greatest flood but one in the memory or tradition of
the pml-)le_l, oceurred in 1851, and did much damage. It was
necessary to construct a dry bridge, road and causeway at
Still River. The bridges over the main river stood firm, ow-
ing to the improved method of building on stone abutments
instead of mudsills,

June 13, 1853, the road from Fuller’s to Carter’s mills was
proposed. In due time it was built. At the same time the
project of making a road from a point near the house of
Nathaniel Burbank to a point near the old school-house in
the third district, not far from the house of James H. Holman,
was mooted. The plan was carried into effect in a year or
two, and the school-house was placed where it now stands.
This road was a great convenience,

In November, 1859, the old Neck road, west of the river,
was finally discontinued. The bridge, about sixty rods be-
low the present Center bridge, had long since disappeared.
Thus one of the old highways of the town, which thousands
had traveled over, was closed.

Charles L. Wilder altered the road extending from the rail-
road to the corner east of his house, and the town. after a
protracted difference, in which the intervention of the county
mmmirt-'iik%lsﬁi was invoked, finally, in June, 1860, accepted
it. It is the earliest county road, altered, and is a beautiful
avenue.

At the March meeting, 1862, it was voted that thereafter,
the roads should be entrusted to g superintendent or the se-
lectmen, and that they should expend the highway tax. In
these years the appropriation for highways was about $800.
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April 14,1864, the town accepted the road laid out by the
gelectmen in front and near the house of George A. Par-
ker, provided it could be done to their acceptance, and with-
out expense to the public. This was a splendid piece of
work, and the town subsequently voted the sum of two hun-
dred dollars to Mr. Parker simply as a testimonial to his publie
.‘.-'pi]'it.

In 1867, June 23, the old road from Peter Osgood’s, on the
top of George hill, to the road passing over Ballard hill, was
discontinued. This was probably the earliest way to Leomin-
ster. It was a section of the road from South Lancaster to
Phelps' mill. The rights of the town in the soil were reserv-
ed. Eastwood cemetery was acecepted in 1870.

The road on the west side of Eastwood cemetery was
accepted in 1870, in place of the old road from the Emerson
place, northeast to the old county road.

The town in 1871 accepted the road from the Shoeshank
mill to the Lunenburg road, eighteen hundred feet in length,
and appropriated $1,000. The road at Babel hill was greatly
improved. ' ot Mo Wa T

[n March, 1877, the lane extending from South Lancaster
street, westward to the road leading by the house of Jonas
Goss, was widened into a road, and accepted by the town.
At the April meeting a road was authorized from the road
near the house of Levi P. Wood, jr., across his farm to the
road that goes by the Shaker families to Shirley village.

The last action of the town in the matter of road making,
was at a special meeting in September, 1878, when it was
voted to open a way from the Lunenburg road to Little Spec-
tacle pond. This road is on the Shakers’ land, and is bound-
ed on the south by the fence of E. W. Divoll. The design
of the road is to give easy approach to the beautiful little lake.
If now a public or private way could be opened to the larger
and more beautiful lake,— Spectacle pond — one of the love-
liest spots in the whole region, would be made accessible to
the public.
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This closes the history of the opening, altering and repair-

she of roads in the town during the term of two hundred and
thirtv-five vears. The condition of the roads, at the present
time, which, as a whole, are unsurj
town in the county, is mainly due to two

yassed if not 1511:.'|i||-:l“t‘i.|

fl\' those of any
fuets. The first is a full treasury, augmented by the residence

of Nathaniel Thayer, whose legal domicile and paternal home

are here: and the second is the industry, fidelity and skill of

Calvin Holman, whe for many years has had the care of the

highways.

BRIDGES.

It has alveady been noted that a change in the building of

bridees was effected not long after the opening of the century.
In the course of time, as the bridges needed replacing, they
were luid on stone abutments, and thus were rendered per-
manent, except as the wood-work decayed. The next, and
perhaps most important change, was broueht about by the sub-
stitution of iron for wooden bridges. Before coming to this
point in our history, it is in order to note the various repairs
or reconstruction of bridges between 1842 and the new “age
of iron.”

The expense for bridges in 1843, was $1,082.23, including
$663.45 for the Lancaster mills lﬂ"lt];;'t'.

No great expense was incurred in repairing bridges for ten
or twelve years; but in 1855 the sum of $409.56 was laid out
in improving the Sprague bridge. It was alsovoted to repair
the bridge at Carter's mills.

In 1867 John Bennett, J. W. Barnes and Joel W. Phelps
were chosen a committee to repair bridges. The amount ex-
pended by them has not been found From this time until
1870 there were small sums spent from year to year on the
large and small bridges, but no great charee was incurred.

The new policy in relation to bridges was inaugurated in

1870, when, at the March meeting, the sum of §4,000 was
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raised for,building the Atherton bridge., In the autumn of
1869 a great flood was sent whirling down the river, (caused
by the heavy rains of that season, which hroke away the dam
of the Ashburnham reservoir,) and then swept away many
of the dams and mills upon the stream. There was also a
great flood in the early spring of the year 1870 which made
the intervale a broad and rapid rviver. However, the old
bridges in Lanecaster stood firm, though the approaches to
them were partly washed away.

March 6, 1871, a vote was passed to rebuild the Center
and Ponakin bridges, using iron instead of wood, with heavy
planking of Southern pine. The committee were George A.
Parker, Calvin Holman and John Cunningham. The money
raised at the meetine amounted to $27,000, besides state and
county tax. The appropriation for the bridges was $12,000.
The two bridees cost $12,386.60. Of this sum, the Center
bridge took $6,405.39, and Ponakin bridge $5,981.21. The
location of Center bridee was changed by moving the western
abutment up stream. The distance between the abutments
was also increased so that a larger volume of water can flow
through than formerly.

At a meeting on the first of April, action was had in refer-
ence to the rebuilding of the Sprague bridge. It was to be an
iron bridge. The span was to be increased, and the dry bridge
filled. The work was done in the next year. Increasing the
span made it necessary to relay the abutments. The road on
the south side was raised several feet, and all passage of water
stopped except under the bridgeway. The span is so large
that no flood of which there is any remembrance would ex-
ceed its eapacity. The next year, June 17, 1872, the select-
men were directed to rebuild the Dridee at North Lancaster.
It was to be of iron, and constructed inthe course of the year.
This made two bridges in 1872 as in the year previous. By
this time five of the eight bridges over the Nuashua, includ-
ing both branches, were finished. The cost of the last two
was as follows. For the Sprague bridge, $6,968.39. For the

»
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North Lancaster bridge, $3,989.22, The iron railing near
Sl)r;[gm\. Ill'idg’{‘. cost $670.85, in 1873.

The railing of the approaches to the Center bridge was
moved to correspond to the new location. The selectmen
were authorized to put up iron railing on both sides of the
Sprague bridge.

The bridee at Carter’s mills, and the turnpike bridge, so
alled, needed repair, whereupon the town voted, March 2,
1874, to replace them both with iron structures. The select-
men were charged with the work, which was done vigorously,
at an expense of $2,430.20 for the former, and $3,538.50 for
the latter.

This completed the work of rebuilding all the large bridges
which wholly belong to the town. The bridge at Still River is
partly in the town of Harvard. By an arrangement l;n;l'\\-'(!(‘n
the towns, an iron bridge was erected there, in 1873 at the
Jjoint expense of the towns. Lancaster paid $1,—.‘~2{'_rr:i.f_1f("'{m its
proportion,

TOWN OFFICERS.

The chicf officers of the town during the last period were
as follows. Thé tgwn eclerks were John G. Thurston, from
1843 to 1853 ; Woitham . Woods, 1853, died in office ; Fran-
cis F'. Hussey, from 1853 to 1856, with the exception that L.
S. Burbank was clerk pro fem., at a single meeting in 1855 ;
J. L. S. Thompson, from 1856 to the present time, with the
exception of William A. Kilbourn, clerk in the year 1874,
Without disparagement to former incumbents of the office,
it may be said that the Records for the last twenty years are
a model in respect to arrangement, orthography, legibility
and accuracy.

The treasurers of the town have been Nathaniel Rand, 1843 ;
Anthony Lane from 1844 to 1858% except in 1855 when John
Bennett held the office; John M. Washburn from 1858 to
1862 ; C. A. Pollard from 1862 to 1865 ; George W. Howe
from 1866 to 1870 ; Solon Wilder in 1871; Henry C. Ken-
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drick in 1872, 1873 and 1874 ; and Solon Wilder from 187}4/5_
to the present year.

The following have served the town in the office of represen-
tative in the general court. .J; l)ull) Fisher in 1844 ; Joel Wil-
der, 2d, in 1845 ; Joel Wil l 1 (111 184065 Ezra Sawyer in 1847,
1848, In 1849, after wfma-ted t;mh-. umhmu ‘i’r‘i'-% made. An-
thony Lane in 1850, 1851 ; John G. Thurston in 1852, 1853
and 1855. Francis F. Hussey in 1854 ; James Childs in lbob.
Since 1856 Lancaster has been joined with other towns in the
election of representative, and has supplied the district with
a successful candidate occasionally. Dr. J. L. S. Thompson
was chosen in-48568; 1860 and 1862; George W. Hewe in
1864 ; Jacob Fisher in 1868 ; George A. Parker in 1869,1870
and 1871. Since the last date the town had only a fractional
part of a representative furnished by other towns, till 1878,
when Samuel R. Damon was elected.

MODERATORS. SELECTMEN. ASSESSORS.

1843, Solon Whiting. | Warren Davis, N. Bur-| 8. Nourse, Fordyce

ditt, Geo. Howard. Nourse, Levi Farwell.
1844, Jacob Fisher. | Nathan Burditt, Chas. Anthony Lane, [Ig.“r’il—

Humplrey,J.Bennett der, Ezra Sawyer.
1845, Jacob Fisher. |C. Humphrey. N. Bur-| Same Assessors.

ditt, John Bennett.
1846, Jaeob  Fisher, | Charles Humplrey, J | Anthony Lane, Henry

James G. Carter. | Bennett, IpSawyer.| Wilder, Levi Greene.
1847, Jas. (G. Carter, | Same Sel l_.rmu'n:"‘ Levi Greene, 8. Whi-
Luke Biselow. | ting, John Bennett.
1848, Solon Whitine. | John M. Washburn, L. | Luke Bigelow, Thomas

- |  Greene. 8. Carter. B.Warren, A. Knight.

1849, Solon Whiting. ‘ John M. Washburn, T. | Re-elected.
: Wellinetan, 8. Carter _

1850, Rev. B. Whitte- | Jolin M. Washburn, J | Thomas B. Warren, 8.
more, Wilder, L. Farwell. Thurston, J. Bennett.

1851, B. Whittemore. | Joel Wilder, Levi Far-|Silas Thurston, George

{- R. M. Withineton. | well, Solon Whiting Howard, W. Davis.

: B. Whittemore | Re-elpeted. Re-elected.

1853, W. 8. Thurston. | Joel Wilder, J. Thurs- b

ton. James Childs.

1854, J. M. Washburn. | Re-clecied. eE

1855, W. 8. Thurston. | Wilder 8. Thurston, J | Stedman Nonrse, Ephvein

| Moore, L. L. Farwell Fuller, ('Z‘_\J\"\'luall.
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MODERATORS,

1856, G.R.
ington.

1857, Solon \\hmnn

“IWH Commine

M. With-

‘ SELECTMEN,

Georee W, Howe

¥ 1 tod
l—\l"l‘ ectea,

1858, J.M,W: L-]1|m|1= ,T M. '\\ wshburn, G. W.

1859, Solon “-]lllf_in;j_’. 1 \\'. Howe, ]::n‘m-_\' S.
M. Wash-

1860, Solon Whitine

1861, - Solon Whiting.
1862, Geo. W, Howe

1868, Solon Whiting.

1864, Solon Whiting
1865, Solon Whitine

1866, Q. Whitney.

1867, Quincy Whit- |

ney.
1868, Q Whitney.

1863, L. L. Farwell.
1870, G. W. Howe.
1871, L.L. Farwell.
W . MeNeil.

72,
3, G.W. Howe
74, W, H. McNeil.

"_KJ"

18
1
18

i

1875, l: W. Howe.

1876, W. A. Kilbourn,

Caleb T. Symmes.
1877, W. H. MeNeil.

1878, W. H. McNeil.

| Howe }’Hl...n

| Phelps, J.
{  “hurn.
G W. f!u\'\\‘l’, lt."l"!'_l"\' S.

Phelps. S H Tarner,
| James Childs. .JJ. Moore.

Warren Davis.
G. W. Howe

| trick, 8. R. Merrick.
| Re-elected.
| ,
J. Buttrick.

rick, L. L. Farwell.
Re-elected.
S. R. Me

man, \\ Bnrhank,
C. Holman. i. !., Far-
| well, S, H.
[ & “--ln.l_l.
[ well, S H
Calvin Holman. (3 W.

”-\i\'w, J. Buttrick
|(_'. Holman, L. L. Far-
| well, S, Day.
Re-electod.

| €. Mnlman. J. Bennett,
| S.R. Damon.
I:‘.'-I':I cted.,

*S5. R. Damon, H-."\\:%H
Day, A. J. Baneroft
!]C Houghton, C. Hol-
man, A.J. Baneroft.
I: Ill"lf!"-llll. \,’ H-m-
| eroft !", ” “-:|":|"']

Joel Wilder, J Childs,

[J. Moare. J. Buttrick,

GoW: Howe. o Bt

S, R. Mer-

k. CPHol-

ASBESSORS,

W. Davis. Joel W, Wil
der, C..J. Wilder

Re-electe d,

Joel TV, | Jie A
Wilder, Ielih”

f'u--.-'ru-r-f.u 1

S. Whitine, C. J. Wil-
der, L. L. Farwell
W |}.|\E'~' Solon \\In—
ting, Silas Thurston.

I:l'—"l{ |'|'|-t!,

W. Davis, 8. Nourse,
Charles Safford

W. Davis, Sewkll Day,
Jevemiah Moore,

S. Day, C. J. Wilder,
";IH man Nourse.

Re-eleeted

S !'I\ « W. Davis, Ben-
jamin B Otis.

W. Davis. 8. Nourse,
Charles J. Wilder.
Sowdll Day. S. Nourse,
Charles T. Fleteher.
s, ]!:l_\', John Bennett,
.] .‘\[1\--1'-".
Re-elected.

John Bennett,J. Moore,

Andrew J. Bancroft.

J. Bennett, A..J. Ban-

eroft. F. A. Willard.
A.J. Bancroft, F. H.
Willard, H. D. Hum-

.\fnn\

A..J. Baneroft. Francis

” Will: l]ll J. Moore.

A.J. Baneroft. F. H.

Willard. J. Benne ‘t.

¥ Messrs. Damon and Day resigned, and Edward Houghton and Frederick A,

Willard were chosen.

i M
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PUUBLIC SCHOOLS,

[n the year 1843 there were thirteen school districts in the
town. The tenth and eleventh were in the part now belong-
ing to Clinton. South Lancaster having been separated from
George hill was numbered twelve. The old sixth distriet,
whose school-house was some rods north of the house of S.
R. Damon was divided, and all living on the road from the
old Gen. John Whiting place to Sprague bridge and around
to the house of Charles L.. Wilder, were constituted the thir-
teenth district. The school money was divided as follows.

No. 1, $100|No. 5,* & | No. 9, £103

2. 39| s« 6, 103 + 10, 163

W 100| « 7. 103 | « 11, 100

4, 105 s 8, 100 #5125 1€3
No. 13, or Center, $§115.

The school committee were directed to print five hundred
copies of their annual report.

This was the era of school libraries, when each distriet was
expected to have its little library of interesting and useful
books. Many ean still remember how the choice collection
of books —the family library, and works of that sort—went
from house to house through all the families of the district.
Sometimes the districts exchanged libraries so far as the books
differed, and thus extended the circulation of a wholesome
literature. In 1844, the town directed that each district
should receive fifteen dollars to be expended in the purchase
of hooks. There was a district librarian, and a regular time
for receivine and returning the volumes. The sum of §1,400
was raised for schooling. The town passed a vote of thanks
to Rev. E. H, Sears for the * very uble ” report of the school
committee, and ordered the printing of five hundred copies.
The next year the appropriation was raised to $1,600, and
the money from the state fund was divided equally among the
distriets.

* Amount not given.

A
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Nothing occurred in relation to the schools worthy of spe-
cial note for several years, In 1847 there were some who fay-
ored the selection of teachers by the superintending com-
mittee, but the town voted that the selection should he left
with the prudential committee, subject to the approval of the
former, after examination. The appropriation was rmised to
$2,000,

The next year witnessed a great advance in the appropria-
tion, when the sum of $3,200 was devoted to schooling. An
unsuceessful effort was made to abolish the sccond and cighth
districts. Each district was to have one school. In districts
where there were more than fifty scholars, as the average at-
tendance, there was to be ¢ “separate school, or part of a
school.” The money was to be * divided as there were schools
or parts of a school ” in a district.

It was in this year that the first move was made, so far as
appears in the Records, to set up what is now definitely called
a high school in this town. It was connected with the effort
to abolish one or two of the smaller districts. It seems from
a communication published in the Boston Courier, that great
excitement prevailed in the town because the school commit-
tee had in their report “ recommended the abolishing of two
district schools, and in place thereof, a high tax to support
liigh schools, which were to be placed at a very inconvenient
distance from the doomed districts.” The subject was freely
discussed in town meeting, April 10, 1848, when the follow-

iug remarks were made by Samuel l'fl!j__fj__'_‘, aman of great sense
and ingenuity. The reporter states that he differed from Mr.
Rugg on the main question, but * took particular pains to note
correctly the words which flowed from the venerable gentle-
man’s mouth.” He sent the report of the speech * on account
of the originality of its ideas, and the rich expressions con-
tained therein.” The report is inserted here as a fine illus-
tration of what has often been seen and heard in town meet-
ings in every generation of New England history.
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“What can be more important for us, when we meet to-
gether, than to devise ways and means for the training up of
our children in the way they should go? It is for our indi-
vidual, social and national prosperity. We ought to keep the
fountain of sovereignty as pure as possible, and teach the
young idea how to shoot. On this question I claim a priv-
ilege to speak and act, being the oldest man in the house,
and not only born in this town, but my father, grandfather,
and great-grandfather, I believe,— for the town clerk has told
me (from the access he has had to the old records) that my
name was among the first settlers of the town. Were my
living descendants here present, I should have the pleasure of
voting with my grandchildren on this important question.

“ Elderly people are apt to be tenacious of their ancient
landmarks, rights and privileges, habits and customs, and
they do not like to give up their old school distriets. How
were our fathers and their children qualified to do much of
anything? They gained their independence, rights and lib-
erties. We have had self-taught men. Gen. Joseph B.
Varnum, I believe, never went through college, but went to
congress, and was speaker of the house. I will mention a
man of this town, who, when living, was about myage. When
young he had little or no chance of schooling, but he im-
proved daylight, candle-light and torch-light in his studies,
to acquire an education, and after he came to this town, he
received a justice’s commission, and went to general court
repeatedly. He told me that when on committees, they would
put it on him to cast up accounts, as he was expert in figures ;
he was a ready and good penman, correct speller, and used
good language ; he was qualified for business, and did a good
deal of it. That man’s name was Jacob Fisher, senior, /" He
was a self-taught man, and I would give more for one  self-
taught man, than I would for twenty educated things.

“The convention that framed our federal constitution were
not all college-learnt men. Yet they were as wise and patri-

otic an assembly of sages as ever adorned @ convention hall.
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I would raise money enough to qualify every male child for
business men, and even functionaries, and also for govern-
ing the plough handles with as much skill and pleasure as
did Cincinnatus, the Roman general. But there appears to
be a hieh fever at the present day for building Babels, and
we are called upon to establish high schools to learn the con-
JSounded languages. T have heard it predicted that the high
schools would take place in this town in five years! If any
should say that there would be a tall edncating ladder erected,
and our children sent up to the moon, and there kiss the old
man, I would not gainsay him. I such a tour could be ef-
fected, and return made with intellicence how to prevent the
potato-rot, it would be a valuable acquisition.

“The wise man has told us that man is grass; we find by
observation that one species of vegetation will take the place
of another, and we hope that there will be wheat enough
brought into Laneaster to root out all the tares.

“1t has been a question in my mind whether I invented a
blessing or a curse to the eountry, when I set up the power
loom, and wove thirty yards of good shirting cloth from yarn
spun in Clintonville. It was done by turnine a erank, as it was
calculated to go by water. This was done about thirty-nine
years ago. Thatloom has become the mother of villages, and
one enfire city ; [Lowell] and is in exercise for giving laws
to Lancaster and the country.

“If I had the money which I might have made by that in-
vention, I would give money to every town in the state to
educate their children in the outside districts. I will stop,
for I do not expect to gain our point by a multitude of words,
nor to lose it by long speeches.”

The high school plan was defeated, for the time, but was
renewed successfully the next year. Mr. Ruge was right in
one main point, which was that the children living in remote
parts of the town, had rights equal to those whose homes
were nearver the center. Aund it is now the well-established
policy to educate all the children without regard to district
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limits, and ability to pay taxes, and to enable them to have
schools of equal length and value throughout the town.

At the March meeting, 1849, John H. Shaw, Esq , moved
that it was * expedient, proper, and highly desirable that there
.\-‘!milhi be one or maore wi.']m(ilr& t.li' il ili;_*'!l:'l’ lll'i_[i'l'“ 1]1.‘”[ IlJlmt
then \'xirrlill__;:'. He also moved that * two such publie schools
should be established.” The prudential committee men of the
town were to locate the two schools. The cause of this move-
ment was the growth of Clintonville, where the population
was fast inereasing. Capt. Shaw lived in the Center, (in the
house now occupied by Mr. Royce,) and his plan contempla-
ted a school in Clintonville and another in the Center, to ac-
commodate, as far as possible, the youth of the whole town.

The whole subject was referred to a committee, who report-
ed on the seventh of May. The majority were in fuvor of

two high schools. They were opposed to building two school-

houses, but advised hiring a room in the academy for the
school in the Center, and in the chapel for that in Clinton-
ville, The Itt'[:lrJI"tI"}' 1'0[}4:1'1(’(1 in ulrim\'liiull to the whole pro-
jeet, as both schools would be zouth of the center of the town.
The subject was discussed throughout the town, and on the
eleventh of June, it was voted to have two high schools. The
first was to be kept in Clintonville, ten months in the year,
and the second in the Center for the same length of time. The
sum of 81,500 was raised for these schools. At the same time
$2,700 was devoted to the district schools. This amount —

$4,200, — exceeded all former ;1[;|n‘n1at'i:tliuna‘. It was fixed

3]

that thirty-five scholars should make a school. To No. 2, the
sum of $75 was accorded. From the whole amount raised
for district schools, districts 1, 3, 4 and 7 were each to receive
$560, in addition to their quota.

The town of Clinton having been incorporated in the winter
of 1850, two districts, Nos. i{} and 11, were taken out of our
list. In consequence, No. 12 [ New Boston] was changed to
No. 10, and No. 13 [Center] was changed to No. 11, which
numbers they still retain. The high school in the Center

7

‘ i

b . . / ;
was discontinued. f./ A
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In 1851 an important change was effected. On motion of
Charles Humphrey, it was voted to abolish the school dis-
tricts ; appraise the school-houses, and pay the avails to the
inhabitants of each district in proportion to their tax. The
school committee were anthorized to select as well as exam-
ine school teachers. The sum of $1,500 was raised, with the
provision that the superintending committee should divide the
money according to their discretion. This action was. au-
thorized by recent legislation, and was one of the most be-
neficent and equalizing changes ever made in relation to
public education. Before this time the children in the lar-
ger districts had enjoyed the advantage of longer terms, and
sometimes of better teachers than those in distriets less popu-
lous. By degreesit has come to pass that all the schools are in
session an equal length of time, and the teachers are distribu-
ted more judiciously than they could be possibly, under the
old system. Af the same time the school numbered six was
abolished, and the children sent to Nos. 5 and 11.

The brick school-house for No. 7, [George hill] was built
in 1852, costing about $800. The sum of $1,600 was raised
for schools, and $200 for a public singing-school, free to all
inhabitants of the town. At the April meeting measures
were taken for building the house for No. "9 school. Sted-
man Nourse, John Bennett and Thomas B. Warren were the
building committee. The school committee were joined to
the building committee for the purpose of locating the house.
Half" an acre of land was allotted to the school. With rare
gagacity the town chose Rev. Messrs. Packard, Bartol and
Whittemore a committee to design a plan. The house was
not to cost more than $1,000. That house is still ]1‘\' far the
best specimen of school arvchitecture in the town. It was
well built, and makes a very pleasant appearance.

This year the town voted that the prudential committees
should engage the teachers, subject to the approval of the su-
perintending committee, and that the former should make re-
pairs under the superintendence of the latter.
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At the fall meeting, November 2, a vote was passed that
the building committee for No. 9, should erect a school-house
for No. 2. This house was also well built, of sound lumber,
and is still in' good repair. However, the work was not done
till next year, when, April4, the town voted that No. 2 should
be provided with a school-house © as soon as may be.”

At the same meeting, 1853, John M. Washburn, Charles
L. Wilder and Matthew F. Woods were chosena commit-
tee to build a school-house for No. 10, [South Lancaster |
$2,000 were appropriated, and the committee were directed
to obtain forty rods of land in addition to that already be-
longing to the school. The land cost $200, but the owner
would not give a deed, and it will revert to the heirs when-
ever the town ceases to oceupy it for school purposes. The
land in Nos. 2 and 7 belongs to the town.

Matters of considerable interest came before the town in
1854. There was some talk of enlarging and repairing No.
6 school-house ; of building a new house for No. 8, and of
moving the house of school No. 3 to a spot on the new cross
road, where the brick school-house now stands in the beau-
tiful and fragrant pine grove. The last two plans were ef-
fected in due time.

September 9, a committee was chosen to see if the academy
could be purchased for a school-house for No. 11.  Septem-
ber 23, the report came that the academy could not be bought.
On the tenth of October the committee were directed to in-
quire if the academy could be hired by the town for the term
of ten years. The committee r’t'ljml’twf. the same day, that
the proprietors would * lease the lower room of the academy
to the town for five, seven or ten years, for sixty dollars per
annum, and make such repairs as the town shall direct, with
twelve and a half per cent. on additional repairs.” The town
was to provide stoves and seats.

The subject came up again, November 13, when it was vot-
ed to “buy the the academy on terms offered.” This was a
new phase of the business. The price demanded for the acad-
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emyv lot and building was $1,250. The conditions were that
“the town shall ever support and keep the building in good
repair in every part, except the part reserved by the proprie-

tors.
low. or rooms of m|51:1l convenience and accommodation in

The upper rooms, together with the wood room be-

the immediate vicinity, shall be reserved, rent free, for a high
school or academy, to be under the control of the trustees or
theirsuccessors.” This arrangement or something like it, was
effected.

Silus Thurston, Stedman Nourse and John Bennett were
a committee chosen in 1855 to build the No. 8 school-house.
The old house for No. 4, was repaired next year. The brick
school-house, No. 3, was ordered in 1857, and $1,000 raised
for the purpose. A year later it was voted to,” prosecute all
who injure school-houses.” The money raised for schooling
was §1,800. In 1860 the ;|]:[1:'-.r1=1'i:11i<m wias £2,000. >

[n 1862 the duty of t-m[.l!l,\_\'ln;‘ teachers was again given
to the superintending committee. Owing to the great 1'N|.JL'|]?~'t_"
of the war, probably, the appropriation for schools was cut
down to 51,600,

Aoain the town, in 1863, entrusted the hiring of teachers
to the prudential committee men. So hard was it for the sec-
tions to yield this point. The law finally settled the matter.

The school money for 1863 was $1,600. This was raised
at the March meeting. In April it was determined to have
a high school, and $400 were raised to supportit. The upper
town hall was given for the accommodation of a “free high
.‘.\'L‘Ilmrl.”

The town directed the selectmen to put the school-houses
and out-buildings in repair.

At the same time it was voted that the “superintending
school committee shall have all charge of the school-houses,
and make all incidental repairs of the same,” and they were
empowered to enforee certain regulations recommended in
their last report. This rule is still in force.
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The number of the superintending committee was increas-
ed to six in 1863, and reduced to three again the next year.
For schools, $2,000. In 1865, the sum was raised to 82,200,

The reason why the appropriation was reduced to $1,400
in 1866, is to be found probably in the fact that the town
raigsed $5.000 as a town, and the same sum by subscription,
for a Memorial Hall.

The next year the appropriation exceeded all that had pre-
ceded it, exeept just before the separation of Clinton. Itwas
$2 800. From this year, 1867, the practice of :'n‘:n\']nl-_{ or-
lers by the school committee has been in voeue. The vote
reads : *“ the school committee are instructed to keep an ac-
curate account of all monies expended, and the town treasn-
rer is authorized to pay money on their order to an amount
not exceeding the appropriation for school purposes.”

The appropriation in 1868 was $2,400, and in the year fol-
lowing, $2,400, besides $400 for repairs, and $200 for a sing-
ing-school. In 1870, the first appropriation was $2,700 for
schooling ; $300 for repairs ; $100 for apparvatus, and $200 for
singing, amounting to $3,300. Later the sum of $1,500 was
added, either to pay for scholars sent to the Lancaster acade-
my, or to establish a free hich school. The town was divid-
ed in opinion. It was voted to send scholars to the acade-
my when advanced enough to enter a hieh school. It was
also voted to establish a high school in the autumn. But at
a meeting held June 18, a vote was passed to * postpone the
high school for one yearfrom September 1, 1870.” At thesame
time the town voted to * pay for all scholars qualified to enter
a high school, at Lancaster academy, said scholars to be rec-
ommended by the school committee, and to be under their
control,” as in the ease of other scholars in the schools of the
town.

In the winter of 1871 the project of a Normal school in the
interior of the state was before the |t_';‘i.-e1:itlll't‘. On the sup-
position that the location was still undecided, and therefore
open for competition, the citizens of Lancaster made suitable

Q9
ek
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efforts to seeure its establishment here. A special town meet-
ing was held February 13, when a vote was passed * that the
town, in its corporate capacity, by its selectmen, should pe-
tition the legislature to establish the projected Normal school
in Lanecaster.” A committee of five, Charles L.. Wilder, Mar-
eus Ames, Jacob Fisher, J. L. S. Thompson, and A. P. Mar-
vin, were chosen to present the claims of the town to the
general court. The committee appeared before the educa-
tional committee, and stated that the town, by a unanimous
vote, had offered to give a site for the school, but very soon
found that the effort was fruitless. Several towns were pres-
ent on the same quest, but it appeared to be a I'm-vg‘.-m_'- con-
clusion that the school should be located in Worcester.

At the annual meeting, Henry Wilder offered the follow-
ing motion, which was adopted : " that the school committee
be requested to require that reading, spelling and English
grammar be made distinet and primary studies in the high
sehool ; and that no pupil of the high school shall, in school
hours, study any language but English, until the school com-
mittee shall, after full examination, certify that in their judg-
ment, the time required for such study could not be other-
wise better spent.” At the April meeting the committee
were directed to “ prescribe a course of study for the high
school.” The sum of $4,000 was raised for school purposes.
At another meeting, July 5, a vote was passed that the town

=

would pay the tuition, at the Lancaster academy, of such
scholars as were fitted to enter a high school. A committee
was chosen whose duty would be to * frequently visit the Lan-
caster academy, examine and ascertain the branches taught to
town scholars, and what progvess was made, and report to
the town.” The committee were A. P. Marvin, F. H. Thomp-
son and Mary G. Ware. These appointees never acted, as
the duties assigned belonged to the school committee, who
alone had power to examine schools. Voeal music was sue-
cessfully taught in the Center, for all scholars who could at-
tend from all parts of the town, on Saturday afternoons, by
(George § Gardner.
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FREE HIGH SCHOOL, h1b

At a meeting in 1872, September 7, two propositions were
before the town. First, to authorize the school committee
to send scholars to the academy, if fitted to attend a high
school, and pay their tuition. Seeond, to establish a high
school. Both were laid on the table. In consequence the
school committee decided that ”]l'.j' were not authorized to
draw orders to pay for the tuition of scholars in the academy.
The town, March, 1873, voted to pay the tuition of such schol-
ars, for the fall term of the preceding year. The connection
between the town and the academy now terminated. The
trustees of the academy gave up their organization, and pre-
gsented certain articles of school furniture to the town.

Strenous efforts were made in 1873 to secure the erection
of a school-house in the Center, large enough to accommo-
date the primary, grammar and high schools. Caleb T.
Symmes, Jacob Fisher, John Bennett and Henry Wilder were
joined to the school committee, with diréctions to examine
lots, draw up a plan, and report to the town. The committee
gave much time and thought to the subject; but the town de-
clined to adopt their recommendation. Repeated attempts
have met the same fate.

The school committee started a freehigh school in the spring
of 1873, the town having at the annual meeting raised $1,200
for the purpose. The teacher for the first term was Charles
[£. Batchelder, a member of the senior class in Harvard Uni-
versity. Miss Anna H. Whitney was assistant, and has con-
tinued in the situation to the present time. Alfred F. Wash-
burn, a classmate of Mr. Batchelder, commenced the fall term ¢
Both these gentlemen were excellent scholars, and won the
esteem of their pupils, and the community. There was some
deficiency in governmentand order. LeRoy Z. Collins, a grad-
uate of Bowdoin college, and a man of considerable experi-
ence as a teacher, was engaged near the beginning of the year
1874, and has continued at the head of the school to the present
time. The average attendance has been between forty and
fifty. The school has given general satisfaction.
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In 1874 the appropriation for schools was $5,000, and at
the same time, $600 were raised “to improve the stairs and
paint the school-rooms in the town hall.” The expense was
about 1,000, Miss Addie C. White was engaged to give in-
struction invocal musie. She gave lessons in the high school,
and in the primary and grammar schools in the Center and
North and South Lancaster. The scholars of (iv{i:'j_"\_’ hill
school attended the lessons in South Lancaster. This was
continued with success the next year, when the money raised
for edueation was $6,000. In the same year, 1875, the sum
of %3.800 was r1|1]s1's|]:1'i:|lt-ii for building a new school-house
for schools number four and five, which were consolidated,
with the intention of having a primary and grammar school
in the same buildine. The old school-houses of Nos. 4 and 5
were sold. The state of business at Ponakin caused some
families to leave, in consequence of which the number of
scholars has not warranted the division of the school into
two departments,

The ”i"l'l""l}l‘ilfﬁflll for edueation in 1876 was $6.,000, be-
sides the income from the state, something less than $200,
and also the tuition of scholars from other towns. The ac-
tual expense of the schools for the year was about $5,700. In
1877 the sum raised for schooling was $5,500, in addition to
income from other sources, which amounted to about $250.

At the last March meeting, 1878, the town adopted a series
of Rules under the truant laws. It was voted to raise $5,500
for schooling, in addition to the income from the state school
fund, which is something less than $200, and the amount for
tuition of out-ot-town scholars in the high school. For vocal
music¢ in the schools the sum of $200 was voted, and $100 for
extra repairs; in all, about $6,000. An effort was made to
erect a new school-house in the Center. Two or three plans
were before the town, at successive meetings, but none of
them met the views of a majority. The need of a house that
will accommodate the primary, grammar and high schools is
still pressing. ;




| At the town meeting held Monday, May 6th,
| after much discussion the'school building r;ucmuu
|u<1- settled.  The sum of $8000 was voted to be
used in building o house on, or near, the site of
the present 'u demy building” to accommodate
the grammar and primary schools. Size of build-
ing to b :.11: 38 x 40 and two stories high; the
sum of 000 was voted to be used in 1_1\11]_11!:5;11
boiler house with ether conveniences, to he placed
I|1 rear of town hall. A building committee con-

of Rev. A. I". Marvin, 5. R. Damon,

sting
“‘. A. Kilbourn, N. €. Hawkins and C. T, Fletch- | |
; o7 |

* are to have ch » of the hnsiness.
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Since districts were abolished, and the whole management
of schools was committed to the superintending committee,
some of the smaller schools have been discontinued. This
process was begun in 1869-70, when three ladies, Mrs. Ware,
Miss Bradley and Miss Fisher, were on the committee. There
was dissatisfaction at the time, and the action was reversed.
But in a few years there was a general conviction that the
policy was right, and the committee have now, for four or
five years, joined the scholars of No. 2 to No. 1, and the school
in No. 8 to No. 11. As said already the numbers four and
five have been permanently consolidated, and the new school
is number four. The arrangement of the schools at present
is as follows. A hiegh school in the Center to which the youth
from all parts of the town resort. A grammar school in the
Center, and another in South Lancaster. A primary school
in the same places. Schools including primary and grammar

scholars, in Nos. 1, 3, 4, 7 and 9: in all, ten schools. The

music teacher, Miss Ellen 5. Fisher, visits the schools once a

week, except the more remote, which she instructs several

times each term. The teachers have the scholars practice on
a given lesson every day.

Lancaster has long held a high rank among the towns in
the state, in the matter of approprinting money for education.
The amount divided among the scholars, gives for each one
about twenty dollars. The town stands first in the county,
and among the fifteen or twenty highest in the whole state in

the appropriation per head.

Here follow the names of the members of the superintend-
ing school committee since the year 1842, with their term of

sOrviee,

Rev. Edmund H. Sears, 184347 Rev. B. Whittemore, 1844-53
Rev. Charles Packard, 1813-54 | Rev. J. R. M. Eaton, 1846,7
denjamin Holt, 1843-6 John H. Shaw 15847,8
Edward PP. Whitman, 18453 Charles . Stevens, 1847.8.9
Wricht Commings, 1843 4 John M. Washburn, 1847-54
Solon Whitine, 1843.4 Rev. Georae M. Bartol, 1848-72 .

Ezra Sawyer, 1843 4 G. . M. Withincoton,




e

518

2Z

v George W. P-m'\IJA,[,

Silas Thurston,

G. M. Morse,

Rev. C. M. Bowers,
Rev. Franklin B. Doe,
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1848,9 | EPM. Fuller,
1848-67* | William H. MeNeil,

1848.9
1849

1855-60

Rev. George T
Mrs. Mary G. Ware,
Rev. Quiney Whitney,

Leavitt,

1868

1869 ¥
1869-T1
186971
1869-7T1

Wilder S. Thurston, 18556 | Miss Charlotte Fisher, 1869,70

Levi S. Burbank, 1855—-7 | Miss Levancia Bradley, 1869

Rev. Quiney Whitney, 1856,7 George W. Howe, 1870,1

H. C. Kimball, 1856—61 | Charles F. Wilder, 1869-71

Rev, . X. Lawrence, 1861-64 |J. D. Butler, 187243
Rev. M. C. Stebbins, 1862-65 | Rev. A, P. Marvin, 1878+ 504
C. W. Burbank, 1863-71 | Charles L. Wilder, i 1873 &

Levi Farwell, 1863 Dr. ¥. H. Thompson, 18736

John Cunningham, 1863 Edward Houghton, 1876-8,5 52/

William A, Kilbourn,

phs CUACE in oSl =

At the beginning of this 'l)("l'lfn‘] there were seve
the school committee.
In 1863 three were added to the

time.

elected, for some special purpose.
fixed at three, one to be chosen each year,

vides.

1865-72 | Miss Anna H. Whitney.

HeadoabPardton

1876-8,9.50,4,2
fEre

FEYL

n men on

The number has varied from time to

In 1871

ommittee already
the number was
as the law pro-
By resignation or removal some have not served out

the term of their appointment, in which cases the vacancy has
been filled, till the annual meeting, by the school committee
and selectmen in joint convention, The members who have
served as chairmen are Messrs. Sears, Packard, Bartol, Kil-
bourn, Marvin, and perhaps others.

TEXT BOOKS,

The following books are used for study or reference in the
various schools and the list is here inserted for future refer-
ence,

Dictionaries,—W ebster and Worcester.

Spelling,—Leach, Soule and Campbell’s Hand Book.

Language Series,.— Primer, Lessons. Composition, Grammar,—
Swinton,

Writing,—The Duntonian System.

Drawing,—Smith,

* Beveralintervening yeard excepted. /75§ o L
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Singing,—L. W. Mason’s Books and Charts.

Geography,—Guyot’s Physical Geography, Warren’s Primary and
Common Schaool Geography, Classical Atlas.

Physiology,—Brown.

Botany,—G ray.

Natural Philosoply,—Steele,

Chem istry,—Steele.

4’11{‘}{!‘".?1’1:'l"-'_'f‘f.".—Il‘llll('ht‘l'.:‘ Notes.

Zoolayy,—

fjr'ru'u‘r,r_lf._

Grammar,—Greene and Swinton.

Arithmetic,—Eaton.

Astrone i, —pl'll!.h.’['l.\' f

History,—Higginson and Dickens, Lyman’s Historical Charts,
Thalheimer’s General History.

Political .F.‘r'r-.w'r:,-u_f,r.—.\'tJl'iI}_lflifA

Algebra,—Eaton,

Geometry,—Eaton.

Trigonometry,—Eaton.

English Literature,—Gilman.

French,—Bocher’s Otto’s Grammar and Reader ; Fleury’s French
History ; Selected French Plays; Fisher’s Readers ; Spiers’ Dic-
tionary.

Latin,—Harkness’ Grammar and Reader; Sallost, Cmesar, Vir-
gii. Cicero.

Greek,—Goodwin’s or Crosby’s Grammar ; Introductory Greek
Reader ; Anabasis; Iliad.

HIGH SCHOOL COURSE OF STUDY.

The following course of study was adopted in 1877, after
several years’ t:-.‘-qlr_-|"wm-(-. [t is, of course, subject to change.
The first Diplomas were given to a class of four at the close
of the winter term, in March, 1878.
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COURSE OF STUDY.

First YEAR. SEcoxp YEAR

First TERM. | First TrErM.
American History. Schiool Composition.
School Composition. | Arithmetie.
Arithmetie | Physiology.
Botany. # Latin. | Latin. *TFrench.

Secoxp TeErM. Secoxp TERM.
American History. | School Composition.
School (.'1:H|1]J-.:r-ilil}'.l. |
Arithmetic.
Natural Philosophy.

Taikp TERM. |
American History.

School Composition. |
Arithmetic.

Natural Philosophy.

General Exercises.
Drawine. Singing.
Gymnastics. |

TaIRD YEAR. Fourte YErAR.

First TERM.
General History. |
Aloebra.
Physical Geography.

I"-:-fifir 1 !'_--..;.:-nu'.', ;

Topical Reviews.

. l
Secoxp Terar, l Si
General History. |
Al 4

coxp Trrar. ’

h Literature.

ke

riconometry
Chemistry. 'f'-:l'uif';if Reviews.

Taiep Tenw. |

General History.
Geometry.
Mineralooy,

Tmrp Ter.
Enelish Literature.

‘ Astronomy,

Chemistry.
Topical Reviews.

Orizinal readings and declamations.

guares

1 optional through the whole course, Publie lite

= rary exercises on the
last Friday afternoon of each month,










CHAPTER XXI. i
THE ACADEMY AND OTHER PRIVATE SCHOOLS.

Tre Lancaster Academy was established because the Latin
grammar school did not meet the wants of a portion of the
families for a higher education. A law passed in the early
years of the colony, required towns.containing a hundred
families, to maintain a grammar school. This law was either
enlarged in its scope by subsequent legislation, or liberally
interpreted by the people, since it became the custom in some
of the towns to have the ancient languages taught in the pub-
lic school. This was the case here, it is believed, in the first
quarter of the lastcentury. There wasastated grammar school
in Lanecaster before 1757, as we learn from the Records that
the following vote was passed in that year. * Voted that the
grammar school be kept in each precinet — Lancaster and
Sterling—according to what they pay.” TIn 1762 Col. Abijah
\\ illar ]Jll'] =l|]| s had leave to build a school-house, on ]mh-

» land, 11.11 far from the meeting-house. The se¢ hool-house

was probably near Dr. Thompson’s corner. Two years later %

in consequence of a petition of Levi Willard, i'-i.x![_,\..fi oram-
mar school was to be kept in the Center, the ensuing year,
provided the petitioners should build a house, and support
the school, *after the amount of their taxes had been appro-
priated for that purpose.” But the school alternated between
the two sections of the town until Sterling was incorporated.

In 1790 the town voted to build a school-house opposite the
1;'r-.--1111]7.

Mansion house, so called, now occupied by Dr
It stood near the house of Mr. Stowell After the division

of the town, in some of the years , the Latin grammar mas-

521
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529 HISTORY OF LANCASTER.
ter taught in different districts, as the Center, George hill
and Ballard hill. Latin was taught in the third district, some
sixty years ago, and there is an old Latin dictionary still in
existence, with which its owner once knocked the school-mas-
ter flat upon the floor. From the Records of No. 7. or ('_}ut_}l‘i_:cs
hill school, it is inferred that the district, at times, had a Latin
master at their own expense.

This plan of a migratory school, which the scholars had to
follow from district to district, or abandon continued study,
was very unsatisfactory to those who desired their sons and
daughters to pass beyond the branches taught in the ordinary
schools. As early as the year 1815, a number of gentlemen
belonging to Lancaster and some of the neighboring towns,
united together, and established the Lancaster Academy. Still
the town made an annual appropriation for a Latin grammar
school, though not without opposition. Thiswent on till 1823,
when sixty dollars were appropriated for the Latin grammar
school ; from which date the school disappears from the Rec-
ords.

Before taking a final leave of the Latin grammar school,
a brief reference should be made to the masters of the school,
all of whom were respected in their day, and some of whom
obtained a lasting reputation. Not repeating the names of
those who taught the classics before the middle of the last
century, we find that Edward Bass, who graduated at Har-
vard in 1744, and became the first Episcopal bishop in Mas-
sachusetts, taught here in 1746 ; and his—elassmate, Joseph
Palmer. afterwards a clergyman, had the school in 1747, Ed-
ward Phelps, and Abel Willard, Esq., followed in 1749-52,
Hezekiah Gates was master in 1756, and Moses Hemenway,
afterwards a distinguished minister in Wells, Me., in 1757-9.
Gen. Joseph Warren, of Bunker Hill fame, succeeded him.
Next came a Mr. Parker, a graduate of Harvard. Dr. Israel
Atherton, the first liberally educated physician in Worcester
county, came next. His name occurs often in our annals.
His successor was Joseph Willard, afterwards president of



¢ Latdena.
g (el Oty e
{ { AP
5 e e i .
o Lol i fa ’
! Lt t g edinsd
(5, Cleselocr ) cttnn
4 - f L £ - ¥ e
(] ' £ #
| oot Na AP P
e ot & L i 9.7
/ P oA e T
o &

5, 7 U
dodf ¢ e P

LB T ) /

L pg-tat 7 )
! 4 / E (f 'J-,/.Lf-u‘-l(‘—- fhta_ol
N i S 7 ) il A J ?[, Lol 7
g Ty &7 .
) /

AN
I_-f}’.‘“____-'/?/ f‘_’,\atqtttxl'; ’ F

ulhj HL\,l{ ;L._J)“/(MJ l?/ f?{;_ /X-th__ -{E.;.-t.-(.w.u;.q :/ »_-/.faed’, ,f”z-...uf ‘Pl/](u,_

e -/'rr-"';;_ fl-r»-r( all ‘Poedav Srapnidoid NaAe O

3 A
);"‘}: |_/I/’rl._'.r = 1/\‘\‘ \/«n) 7 Dol At

%
+ =
¢ 2oe 7
- /
ik Lrs. e
L re r & iy
My i £y &
L4 . - ¢ ¢
) 2 "
' 5
4 . K
¢ s . :
4= L& e A fd A S o
Y {of o 2 i,
g,

¢ d _ J‘J u_{».n: JA_., ;_..,n " c—oju‘j u.-utj AAnev Wil ,us."rs A ?z_u
btz Mann® 4y daw ' 9,"7 ' b Ko adAnd oo eviquent
i . R fuar aan S G fpar _?r_. B il ﬂJdLV-‘ 1t 17
Dot (767 " for 1707 ¥ € '

Al

¥ kb n featia \ v .Hont' Fuado otk







LANCASTER ACADEMY. 598

Harvard University. Then came Ensign M:mx. .L\[f-..l'h-m\'n,
Joseph Bitllard,” Frederick Albert,“Mr. Hutchinsonzgradu-
ateg. Peter Green, M. D., of the class of 1766, l.:lll‘f_"hl here
about 176f2and lived here as a physician many \'v:n:q after-
wards. He removed to Cummﬂ N. H., wheye he was active
in his profession in 1825, at the great age of ‘l‘l years. John
Warner, Robert l}uh]wl and Dr. Josiah \‘\ lld(k taught pre-

A e /o o d Tle,
vious to the Revolution.!”“The above lul}\dl(' ‘Zi\uu on the
authority of Willard,

There is difficulty in tracing the succession of teachers for
some years, but it is known that William Ellery Channing,
whose fame has gone out wherever English literature is en-

Qe tole Op4

joyed, was master of the school about the close of the last
century. The names of his immediate successors have not
been found, but the following came after him: viz., Selon
Whiting, Miss Caroline Lee Whiting, Miss _\ml F. Vose,

Miss Susan Pre wult "~1l a8 Thurston, Ch: niu- Stedman dnd
E I's leua Dana. I;_x A-*L,c:c—‘:iﬂ S'CA.{{ P27 ?t« ,LJ' A ‘{ {}( WAy A
T C IJ-./_ j[ d chicts - Torwe toert ff.c.?}{{ L ftiu olel
Jalts Craccvar Schert MFoste -

ched
Te

LANCASTER ACADEMY.

As said above, the academy was founded in 1815. DButit
seems from the following statement of the vener: able Rev. C.
C. Beaman, of Boston, a descendant of Gamaliel Beaman, that
there was a school here, several years before, which was called
“the academy.” | Perhaps this was a preliminary school in
order to see if an academical institution could obtain support.
Oune of the earliest masters was Abel Whitney, of whom and
his school, Mr. Beaman gives pleasant reminiscences. el
“Mr. Whitney taught in a building e alled the Academy, #o @esdersy
located in the center of the town. I was his pupil for one
winter term, about 1811, while spending a season with my 1515
grandfather, Joseph Be.l,m an.
“Very pleasant memories come back to me from that gchool.
[ had previously spent a summer term at the school-house—
No. 6,—taught by Mr. James D. Farnsworth, quite a young
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man, and still a college student. He became a Congregational
minister.

* The school of Mr. Whitney was of larger pretensions in
its size and fitting up, and had a greater number of scholars,
and more advanced studies. * * * It embraced students
from all parts of Lancaster, and contained pupils of advanced
age, and of both sexes, to the exclusion of younger ones.
* % % The older boys or young men had learned some-
thing by report, and talked freely of him, leading the school
to expect a very striet disciplinarian. I remember his first
entrance. The house was full, and a tall, stout man with dig-
nified step and self-possessed, resolute aspect, entered and
walked up to the teacher’s desk. All eyes were intently fixed
upon him. He spoke pleasantly, and mentioned his purpose
of dividing his school into clagses as soon as he could learn the
capabilities of his scholars. Among the scholars I call to mind
the three sons of Dr. Thayer, John Eliot, Nathaniel and
Christopher ; also a daughter of Dr. Thayer; two daughters
of Mr. Robert Townsend, one of whom, (a young lady gen-
erally beloved for her amiability and personal attractions,)
Mr. Whitney afterwards married ; Henry, son of Dea. Lane,
Warren, son of Robert Townsend ; and the families of Wy-

man, Stearns, “-|15I'H‘-'_"-', Torrey, Stedman and !"iu"]]“" who

were 1'<-1n:‘.-u1"-|1i'|‘:1 h‘\' sons and daughters.

“I had been a member of Lawson Lyvon’s academy. at Bos-
ton, where my father lived, and Mr. Whitney had heard of
the school, and asked me many questions about it. Notwith-

standing all the reports of the severity of the teacher, he was

1
by no means a hard master, and there was very little scolding
orwhipping. Theyoung ladies were very sensitive when any
severity was practised, and no doubt exercised a veasonable
restraint both upon the teacher and the biggest boys, I was
uniformly kindly treated by the teacher, and I recollect no

o0l u']

-

unkindness extended to any of the scholars. He kept
order in the school, and the applieation of the students was

of a commendable character. The school examination at the
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GRATITUDE TO SCHOOL-MASTERS. 525

close of the term, was highly spoken of by the committee men
who were in attendance.

*The principal recreation of the school in recess, was in
skating on the river, - and there was no quarreling
among the boys, but on the contrary, much kindness and so-
ciability. Looking back now for over sixty years, I recall
with pleasure the scenes and general aspect of the school-
room and the grounds adjacent, while I was a pupil. There
is nothing to cloud the remembrance, and much to admire in
¥ I nev-
er met with master W hitney after leaving his school, but for

the t]a-]ﬂrs'llni"rl[ and illlt-I[ii_r;r':Li.'l' exhibited. *

some time heard of him as a noted teacher. School-masters,
after we grow up, assume a higher place in our grateful mem-
fi ories, as we realize our great obligations to them, and very
few are the scholars who would not respond cheerfully to the
demand for a subseription to the erection of a Memorial Stone
over the grave of an instructor.”
To proceed with the narrative, Mr. Willard said in 1825, ?

" few institutions of the kind have probably ever done more #

Jekopd e

--.-c,:"u.J :: (’?::,
. r it
good. Many have already been taught there, who but for its o 7
establishment would have been much less favored in their op-
portunities for learning.” G IYIE

The academy was wew located on the Old Common. . The
Latin erammar school-house which was erected near the hous: 1, Ser mote 4. 530
of My. Stowell in 1790, was moved across the river, and i'll_:!' =
to the Common, for the accommodation of theacademy. Here

e

it remained until the academy building on the Common in the
Center was built in 1825. Afterwards the old house started |, P
again on its travels, and finally reached its present location
in the rear of the house of John A. Rice, in South Lancaster,
where it serves the purpose of a meat market.

The teachers of the academy, while on the Old Common,
seem to have been superior men ; some of them have acquir-
ed a wide reputation. The first was Silas Holman, M.D. He
was here in the summer of 1815, and then removed to Maine,

whiere he was a practising physician.
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year. He came to Lancaster in the fall of 1824, and con-
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Jared Sparks had charge of the academy 0110' w‘u, from
the autamn of 1818.5 He was graduated at Harvard in 1815,

-7 and was tutor there two or three years after leaving Lancas-

ter. He became distinguished as a elergyman in Baltimore,
as the editor of the North American Review, and as president
of Harvard University. His most lasting title to fame is found-
ed on his biographical and historical labors.

John W. Proctor, a graduate of Harvard in 1816, had the
care of the academy one year. Ile was afterwards attorney
and counsellor at law in Danvers, where he maintained a re-
spectable rank in his profession, and as a public man.

George B. Emerson, who was graduated at Harvard Uni-

versity in 1817, and was a tutor therein from 1819 to 1821 ;ff D r5y

tanght the academy two years from the summer of ].-h]r.
Mr. Emerson ranks as one of the foremost educators in the
country., Duis o Altseit prer fosy Vionchoty i, Sk o3y

The next principal was Solomon P. Miles. a gradunate of
Harvard in 1819, and tutor from 1821 to 1823, who condueted
the school through the two years commencing with August,
1819. He was afterwards preceptor of the high (English
classical) school in Boston. /923 & /¥3% .

Nathaniel Wood, another Harvard graduate, 1821, and tu-
tor in the years 1823 and 1824, was here two years, closing
in 1823. He studied law in Boston, and afterwards settled
in Fitchburg, where he was a leader of the bar during a long
and busy life. He was a member of the Senate of Massa-
chusetts, and also a delegate to the Constitutional Conven-
tion in 1853.

Levi Fletecher was at the head of the sehool from Angust,
1823, about one year. He was a graduate of Harvard Uni-
versity, like his immediate predecessors, having taken his
degree in 1823. In 1825 he was chaplain on board the frig-
ate Macedonian.

The next preceptor was Nathaniel Kingsbury, who belong-
ed to the class of 1821, in Harvard, but left during the third
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LETTER OF MISS PEABODY. A7
tinued at the head of the school during several sessions. The
academy sustained a high character for discipline and instrue-
tion.

He was followed by John H. Warland, formerly a well-
known editor, Martin Lincoly, father of Mrs. Prof. Wal-
ton, M. ( ‘iimmings and [[\":tl'ﬁ"),llx’imlm”‘ still kindly remem-
bered by many pupils,

As already stated, the academy was first opened on the Old
Common about 1815, At that time several important families
lived there, and Mr. ——— Higginson, father of Col. T. W.
Higginson, wasresidingin Bolton. These families naturally set
up the school in the place most convenient to themselves. Be-
fore following the academy to its new location in the Center,
it will be pleasant to linger awhile, and in the company of one
who was familiar with the brilliant cirele on the Old Common,
learn something of literary life there nearly sixty years ago.
The following extract from a recent letter of Miss Evizanern
P. Peasopy, widely and favorably known in this country and
abroad, as an author and educator, gives a view of one stratum
of society in Lancaster which could be derived from no other
source. She came hither in 1820, with her father, who was
a physieian. There were three daughters in the family, who

have since become distinguished. One was the wife of Haw- :

thorne ; another of Horace Manun, and the third is the writer
from whom we quote.
"1t had been represented to us that a girls' school was

wanted, and as I had been edueated chiefly by my parents for

a teacher, T was to have this school. This proved a failure,
for it was not a good locality for a girls’ school, especially one
that must depend for scholars on other pliaces, because there
was & boys® school there, and boys were boarding all over
town. Nevertheless I did keep school there more than a year,
and had some pupils from out of town, nearly as old as my-
self, and one was older.”

She then speaks of the founders of the school, and some
of the first teachers, whose names have been given already.

—
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With such instructors the school had great success. The wri- !
er proceeds :  Many boys were sent to board in town, and
oo to the school. There were also two young southerners
Il-nme-e{ Allston, who were confided to the eare of Mr. Liyman
Buckminster, who was paid a liberal salary to prepare them
for colleee s and he ealled to his aid Mr. James G. Carter.
Mr. Carter was the most intimate friend of Warren Colburn

who had inspired him with his own idea of reforming educa-

tion. :

The old Stillwell house, so ealled, which was purchased by
the state for the Industrial school for eirls, and which was
burnedin 1876, was occupied, at the time of Miss Peabody’sres-
idence here, by “ Capt. Richard Cleveland and his very re-
markable wife. Capt. Cleveland had retired on his fortune
gained in a successtul mercantile career begun in Salem, where
both he and his wife were born, and whence he first set sail
for India as a sea-captain in the employ of Hasket Derby,
senior. But he soon worked on his own account, and was
one of those navigators who organized the wide commerce of
Salem. He was a noble, original, heroie character, who, in-
spired with the love that was eventually erowned by a most
happy marriage, worked with the enthusiasm and selt-devo-
tion of an old knight of the days of chivalry, to win a for-
tune for his bride elect, and with a kindred higch sense of
honor. His two volumes of voyages indicate the t‘xrv]illtm—
al character of his career. In the course of it he met and ]
united in a4 bond of friendship, (as exceptional as his love,) 1
with Mr. H]nl r, who subsequently bought and lived in that
same lmu\ se.”

Pleasantly mingling her own life here with that of the cul-
tivated friends among whom she moved,—one of the young-
est and most accomplished of them all, though only seven-
teen,—Miss Peabody proceeds. * As soon as we arrived in
Lancaster, we were called upon by Dr. Thayer, who gave
me his youngest daughter for a pupil; and Mys. Cleveland
alled and invited me most cordially to her house, where
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rs, (leveland

tion, a subject in which N

havine herself educated her three boys

ks. Emerson and

vas a home,
cloved counsellor.
without losing her
e and !,.'I[!.'I.'I! f"]‘l-'.‘l-
il edifice. The even-
.--l':!'-li:lll to all these
|

Very stronagy H_\'I'il

| - ik ¥ =
0 learn methods more

;iEr'a".' ~-"|:|u_':_.~, I‘..ll"l'i' Wils 4 0'¢ll-

eril ef at this time.

There I met Colburn, and learned from his own lips his
idea of makine children digcover and make the rules of arith-

metie, whie he '|!§'i|]:=r-'=']. to teach very differently from the

manner in which his arithmetic came to be taueht. He be-

lii"\'i lj i'l}-h I']'i!i '.‘I- Il'll'liil'_" |'i|;']l]i'|-;| Lo -“--.r‘la\..-I" ."|‘-‘_';]|1, he .':i;-

]=|if"i to every science. Mr. Carter undertook to carry it out
in the science of geography. Colburn suggested to me that
it was the true way to teach orammar But it was not r||---"|.'|_'-.'
new methods of intellectunl eduecation that were discussed at
these symposie at Mrs. Cleveland’s, but the neecessity and
method of building up eharacter on the Christian and heroie
ideal, of inspiring children with the power to educate them-
:és-]\vn‘-—.'l‘.;-’it'ifl:iii!!_:' Frahel.”

Passine over for the present, other passnges in the letter
of Miss Peabody, the following is pertinent to this place.

*The mother of Rev. William . 1, 0 maenificent

specimen of noblest womanhood, was a cousin of Mrs. Cleve-

land, and had recently left Launeaster when I went to live
there. She had retired thither in her early widowhood, and
put her son at the academy. At her house had died the cele-
brated Miss Eloise Payne, elder sister of Howard Payne, who
was called the American Roscius when a boy, and who 1s stall

4

a




=30) HISTORY OF LANCASTER.
known by his beautiful song "Home, sweet home." This gift-
ed woman lies under a simple monument in the graveyard on
the Common, which was erected by the now venerable John
(¢. Palfrey, who was a pupil of the father of Eloise, and school

companion of herself, and who thus wished to testify his re-

spect and love for the inspirer of his youth and companion of

his studies.
* When I think of these two years of 1y life at Lancaster.
it seems arrayed in all the glory of the Ideal. The enthusi-

asm for study among the young

1)
educating in the teachers: the extrnordinary beanty of na-
ture, F]lt‘.l‘]:!v%::i_' music which always formed part of the enter-
tainment, and which Mrs. Cleveland always played to her

husband, who enjoyed it so much that she never allowed any

vigitor to interrupt it ; Mr. Cleveland's unwordly nohility of

character, all blend to make it an oasis in the desert of {

‘work-day world.” Life has never seemed to me tame or
uninteresting anywhere ; but this season is glorified in my
memory not merely by the subjective enthusiasm of my own
youthful season, but by the ohjective reality of so many rare
individualities congreeated together.”

The writer of the above left Lancaster in 1822 or 1823, and
the academy was transferred two vears later to the Center,
Mr. Willard informs us that a “subscription to erect a new
building in the center of the town ” was made in April, 1825,
A large and ample sum was obtained for this purpose with but
. little difficulty. The land just south of the chureh—the town
hall has since heen I;];[r-ml hetween—was oiven .inl\' Messrs.
Horatio and George Carter, who with their brothers, also sub-
seribed most liberally to the undertakine. A new and very

tasteful building of brick, two stories in height. with a cu-

pola and bell was erected. It was intended to add to the
academy, a “ distinet and permanent school for females,” buf
this part of the plan does not appear to have been realized.
[nstead of that, girls were admitted to the advantages of the
academy.

eople ; the enthusiasm of
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PHE ACADEMY REVIVED h3l

Nathaniel Kingsbury, already mentioned, held the position
of principal after the academy was established in the Center,
but the duration of his mastership has not been ascertained.
The school secems to have declined, and the Records of the
academy do not give the names of successive teachers. if any

there were, for several vears.

.\lifrili i'.'.\"il|l\ .‘."".i|'.“ !I'rlll'i' 1‘I!t' |I].':!|‘|i!i|'_'_' wWias ¢ |;[||J|.t'i|'-| ;1]]1'

the academy was opened in the Center, a change was effected
|!_\ the formation of a new company. \ meeting of gentle-
11 interested in the education of i:l-'ii'l'i.'E:l]I'l'!l\ 1 a ""j_'ruh']

154

private school,” was held, March 9, 7, in the academy

building. Henry Swift was chairman, and Wilder S. Thurs-

ton secretary.  Mr. Swift explained the object of the meet-

ine, and remarks were made i._-\ Messrs. Washburn, Lincoln,

Whiting, Humphrey, King, Thurston, Shaw and Vose upon
I

purchase the building, if practicable, and to see how many

the expediency of the undertaking. ‘The meeting resolved to

shares wonld be taken by the company present, at $25 per
share. BSixteen shares were taken on the spot, and a com-
mittee, —John M. Washburn, Henry Swift and Dr. Lincoln

was chosen to procure subseriptions to purchase the build-
ing. Fifty shares \.:‘,})ft:;&. for buying the .'ll'.ifl_“ll_;!'. RRev.
Charles Packard and Eapt. Shaw were added to the commit-
tee, who were ri -ill"~I|'=| tO report b 1'1'1;".||_‘|1i-IH~ for the ooV~
ernment of this company.”

At o meeting held one week later, the committee reported
in favor of ;||;]|[_\ ing to the |1-_i_:"[-|;11111';- for an act of '||H'r:|']:|;..
ration.  This was agreed upon, and the committee were di-
rected to [ tition to be "allowed to hold real and ilu'l'-HH.'Il

3." Here |In|in1\\'.‘-

estate to the value of twenty thousand dollan
a list of the original subscribers, with the number of their

shares.

Ell.‘m'_\' Swift, { shares, | Orice Kine, 1 share.
Stedman Nourse, 1 1 Nathaniel Gare, 1 B
John H, Shaw, 1 e J. M. Washburn, 2 «

”t'il.',‘_\ f.lll'.l'n:n, 1 e S J. 8, \‘ll.‘tl'. 1
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Dl

Joel W. Phelps, 1 share
Charles ”-I!'.||||||'v_\', 1 b

Thomas B. Warren, 1 n, 2
Ephraim C. Fisher, ] 1
John G, Thurston, 2 1
Georze Howard, 1 1
Ma ww F. Woods, 7 1
Charles Packard, 1 1
Jacob Fisher, 1
Luther Billines, 1 2
Anthony Lane, 2
Charles L. Wilder 2 1
Nithaniel Chandler, John Bennett, ]
‘4,--:..,-| \\”!f!li!\'_. 1

!':'/.I'Zl :‘.‘.': w _\ er,

Sidney Harris, I Samuel A. Hastinos,
Others soon became praprietors by purchasing shares of

r new shares, These were Georoee

the nl‘.lij‘ill‘.\l subseribers, ¢
M. ‘,:Ul'lni. Jeremiah Moore, Jonas (Gosg, Dolly Chandler,
(. F. Chandler, Peter T. Homer, Curtis I’, Smith.

An act of i|j(nl‘1r-’i}';|IilJH. .“‘I"_:'H“'-I. Ef_‘\' Goyv. ( il"‘l'_:'i.‘ N. I:ii[_?’_'\
April '_\a‘« obtained, which authorized the * Lancaster Acad-
emy to hold real and personal estate™ amounting to $25,-
000, which was to be devoted “exclusively to the purposes
of education.” This act was accepted, June 7, when an or-
ganization was effected, and a rule adopted that each proprie-
tor, whatever his number of shaves, should be entitled to only
one vote. The following officers were chosen : Henry Swift,
president; John M. Washburn, secretary 3 Charles Packard,
John H. Shaw, John G. Thurston, Henry Wilder, Charles
Humphrey, Ezra Sawyer, Henry Lincoln, trustees.

The president reported, August 23, that the academy build-
ing had been bought for 51,100, when it was voted to put the
house in order, and to procure a teacher. Rev. Charles Pack-

ard was chuirman of the committee for the latter purpose.

I
| I
The building and lot were purchased of John Bennett, James
Pitts and Moses Stow of Lancaster. and ,fl»m'|nh \\'Iriiién-_\ of

Bolton,










MR. KIMBALL'S SCHOOL. Do

The meeting in May, 1848, requested the trustees to ©ad-

vertise for a teacher, and offer the use of the room rent-free,
with such assurance of aid as they can obtain.” Action was
taken in June, looking to an arrangement with Distriet No. 13,
for procuring a teacher in connection with the district. In
July a committee was chosen to obtain a teacher.

At a meeting, April 16, 1849, the commiftee having the
care of the building were authorized to rent the upper rooms

to the town for a year from the first of September, for sixty

dollars, with the |]z"!\i1a-:'-- of removine the !:zi":-i‘l-l-lil. and
erecting additional seats at the expense of the lessees. It

appears from the Records that the committee, May 7, were

authorized to grant the use of the upper rooms, on the same
terms, to Mr, Henry C. Kimball, provided the town did not

want them for the purpose of a high school. Turning to the

town Records. we find, under date of June 11, that a vote

'h schools, one of which was

was passed in favor of two hi

to be in Clintonville, and the other in the Center, to be kept
ten months. l)r'nlv-:h']‘_\.'. an arrangement was effected for that
year, and perhaps Mr. Kimball was the teacher. , The next

year the town was divided, and its population heine dimin-

ont one-half, it was not required by law to sustain a
]Ji_'_‘|1 school,
The next year the use of the upper rooms wis -_:‘?.':I!.rr:-r] to

it teacher, and the lower room to sch ol distrie

No. 11, for forty dollars. By the division of the town, dis-
tricts No. 10 and 11 had been set off, and the old digtrict No.
13 became No. 11. or the Center district. Me. H. C. Kim-

ball had the use of the upper rooms for a year from the first
day of September, 1850. Mr. Kimball had charge of aschool

in the acade buildine for soveral years, In 1851 he had

the free use of the upper rooms, hesides the sum of ]\"‘"'”!,\"

five dollars for fuel and incidental expenses.
Efforts were made by some of the proprietors in 1851 and

the year following, to sell the property and divide the pro-

ceeds. but without success. The rent of the lower rooms to
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the distriet, brought into the treasury from forty to sixty dol-
lars a vear. In 1854 an arrangement was proposed with the
town for the use of the lower rooms during five years, at an
annual rent of sixty dollars, and fifteen per cent. on all moneys
needed to improve the rooms: or for one hundred dollars
per annum, the corporation ma king all necessary repairs and
addition of furniture.

Several meetings were held in the year 1854 with reference
to selling the academy building to the town, for the use of
distriect No. 11, and finally it was voted to make the sale for
the sum of twelve hundred and fifty dollars, with the follow-

ing among other conditions, viz., * the upper rooms, together

with the wood room below, or rooms of equal convenience
and accommodation in the immediate vicinity, shall ever be re-
served, rent-free, for a hich school or :il'alt}-‘lll‘\'. to be under
the contrel of the trustees and their successors.” This was
passed by a vote of seventeen to fourteen, but the seventeen
voters held only twenty-two shaves, while the fourteen held
twenty-seven sharves.

November 15, at a meeting held this day the trustees were
authorized and requested to “execute a deed of conveyance
of the academy lot and huilding to the town of Lancaster,”
f'ul' .-i"h|-u] ]'rl]]']!1f.-1‘.-;. '|‘]|i.-' Was [i:l.\'si-\l ]r_\' i votie :rT' :'i_:']iix'l.-ll
to two. In consequence of this action, a vote was passed,
April 16, 1855, authorizing the treasurer to pay the several
shareholders $26.28 on each share held by them.

It is not necessary to recite the farther proceedings of the
corporation, while it existed, or notice any changes in its or-
ganization. The use of the upper rooms of the academy was
given to Mr. Kimball until 1861, a period of nearly fourteen
years, when he withdrew, owing to the stringency of the
times. The war of the rebellion was raging, one of the ear-
ly effects of which was to withdraw scholars from private
schools. Mr. Kimball was held in high esteem.

Mr. S. W. I[:ll]f\\'n.\' was eranted the free use of the

“academy rooms and all the apparatus and privileges belong-
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UNION OF THE ACADEMY AND HIGH SCHOOL. 535
ing thereto,” by avote ]i:i-:-‘t"] ,\lJI'H 18, 1862. Mr. Edward
Houghton had a similar privilege.

[n 1863, October 6, Mr. William A. Kilbourn was eranted
the free use of the academy, and slso fifty dollars for the year
beginning on the first day of December. A similar grant of
money had been made to Mr. Kimball. My, Kilbourn had
charge of the academy until the winter of 1872-3, and con-
ducted it with vigor and sneccess. At a meeting, May 30
1870, it was voted to “tender the use of the upper room in
the academy building to the school committee.” At the town
meeting on the seventh of March preceding, a vote was passed
to send scholars properly qualified to the Lancaster academy,
under the charge of Mr. Kilbourn. The academy had now
the use of the upper town hall, and the town had the use of
the upper rooms in the academy building, by a mutual arrange-
ment. The academy and high school were united two or three
years, when the academy corporation was dissolved, by a vote
passed on the first of March, 1873. Since then the town has

maintained a free high school.

THE SCHOOL OF HON. JAMES G. CARTER.

Mr. Carter took his degree, with high honors, at Harvard
in 1820, and soon entered upon his work as an educator. (L-h&
}M%WWHMWW4WW bt
%m_m#n%mhw#nlwnm] his school in the Pop-
kin house, (now the barn of Wm. H. ,‘\Iv_\'vil_}). He soon
proved himself ©worthy of the family name of Rev. Thomas
Carter, of whom Gov. Winthrop gaid, "he was apt to teach.’
He s‘tilu'ru] around him, as pupils, a family of young men.
They were boys who needed, for a time, a closer supervision
than the college faculty could give. - Some of them were of
southern birth, and these espécially taxe id his wisdom and
patience to the utmost.”

The statistics of his school are not at hand, but it is known
that he gave special attention to his scholars four or five years,

b
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when he became interested in other liif-i‘n"_'\' and edueational

work. However, he tanght, with the assistance of others, sev-

eral years longer, while giving attention to other pursuits of
a private and public nature.

M. Carter took an active part in the plan for removing the
academy from the Old Common to the Center in 1825, and

for a time had the [l:_'i|n | ¢are of the institution. Besides,

I]i-; g:'[,w]';ll .Iniiil“lj-'l' .II1 l'l.‘l\-li' <.‘|. H 1

schools, was Very oreit,

T

For more than twenty yvears,” says one who holds his

memory saered, © young men at the most critical point in their
history, were [J!-';.-.-.'F under his influence, and to him many a
useful and honorable life owes its suecess.”

The [1r-|‘\|-;|;a| influence of Mr. Carter over h

s ]:IJ[‘.H" Was
peculiar. Says one of his pupils, it was never his habit to
reprove the boys in each other’s presence, but they always

felt that the master’s eye was on them. The power of iil!_' eye

in discipline, was a vital point in his educational system. A
tremendous force lay in his steady, searching glance. It was

|jlii' ”II' touch of H‘mu-]!-i'.\ -—t):':rl': ]?:'f..u'_-- il ,'|H !_':l]\'r.' :|,’|1I con-

temptible things shrank to their true proportions.”

PROF. WILLIAM RUSSELL'S NORMAL SCOHOOL.

In the year 1853, May 11, the * New England Normal In-

stitute ” was opened, on which oceasion an address was de-

ion of the

livered by Prof. Russell, .-.1:-.5111;_;' the l%}“i_‘_"ill and desi

gchool. He had been engaged as an educator for many years,

it rank of his profession. A Normal In-

and stood in the

stitute had heen started by him in New Hampshire, but he
was duced by flattering prospects to undertake a new en-
terprise in Massachusetts. The public spirit of the citizens
induced him to select this town as the seat of the institution.
There were alréady two or three Normal schools in the state,
but it was believed that an institution of higher orade would

meet a general want.
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| —A charter for the South Lancaster Academy
association has been obtained by the Seventh-
day Advents with a capital of #70,-
000, The following officers have been
vlected : President, 8. N. Haskell; treasurer, |
O, W. Farnsworth ; secretary, D. A. Robinsen ;
trustees, S. N. Haskell, D. A. Robinson, J.
€. Tucker, C. L. Palmer, C. W. Cummings,

| G, H. Bell, C. W, Farnsworth. Jee, ¢ £53
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I'he school started under the most favorable auspices. with
an able and accomplished corps of teachers, and an encourag-

ing number of scholars. The following gentlemen and ladies

were in the list of instructors ;: Prof. Russell, pringipal ; Dana

P. Colburn, Henry C. Kimball, Herman Kriisi, Sanbotn Ten-
ney, William J. Whitaker, Mys., C. T. Symmes and Miss
Anna U. Russell, besides assistant teachers and oceasional
lecturers. Among the lecturers were Lowell Mason, Calyvin
Cutter, Prof. S. S. Green and Franeis T. Russell.

here were about eighty scholars the first term.

The total number for the academic vear 1853—4, was one hun-

tl!'l"i .';I':l! II

rty-nine. These came from towns in all parts of

the state, and from seven or "I[[“lli different states.

Such a school was an honor to the 11!::-':'. and a benefit to
- y . 1 1 4 I b
the commonwealth. DBut it was soon brought to an end. Per-

astened its close. The state was stimulated

]l.‘::i-- I|- SUHeecess |

to 1iise the standard of attainment in the Normal sehools. In

this way the necessity for the ™ Institute” was removed, and

yrivate |'i![\‘]']1‘|'i-i' 'ii could not :'Hllliw‘.:' \\.I!il '[II.‘i![il' -

stitutions. The ground was cut from under the Institute and
it ceased to be in the autumn of 1855. But it had wrought
a :‘mau]_ \\'w'a:'|\' '.‘.:iﬂ_‘-l' -iI]:!H-:-I::-l_- \\i” e J'-'ll‘ I‘:’Il' ?HII.]_ W i-']l'. |'-II' i
[trll_;_J fime to come. [ []"|||'||.|““I|':l!t'l! what a Normal school
should and micht be, and raised the standard of edueation in

public schools of every orade, as W 1 as in academies and

this apparent failure was one

s
of the most fruitful efforts of Prof. Russell’s noble and be-

other private seminaries.

neficent life.

ferent _!'I'::-ll'.-\', and l:iI]_'_‘,':.-tl |3‘\ competent teachers. But suffi-
cient space has been given to the subject, a 1d other matters
are pressing for room. It may be truly said that in recent
times, the public schools, including the primary, grammar

and ifi_-_:'h s¢hools, are so oood that there is little call for }J:‘i—

14

vate instruetion.




CHAPTER XXII.

PRIVATE AND PUBLIC LIBRARIES.

Privare libraries, as the words are here used, include those
belonging to individuals, and those which are formed by a com-
pany clubbing together, and using the books in common. The
volumes may be used exclusively by the owners, or let out at
a small price, per day, or week, or month. By a publie li-
brary is meant one which belongs to a parish, church, town,

or city, the volumes of which are circulated, without charge

among the families composing those bodies.

The first library of which any trace is found in the annals of
the town, was the property of the first minister, Rev. Joseph
Yowlandson. No eatalogue of it remains, but it is believed
to have been respectable in the number and value of its vol-
umes. Being a man 6f some culture and taste, it is safe to
assume that he enjoyed good books. In order to sustain him-
self twenty years in the ministerial office in the same parish,
ll{_‘ mist ’l.::‘.'l' had some resources besides |]i.- II:IIi\'i- sSense.
Living remote from other towns, he must have depended
mainly on his own library for works needed in the prepara-
tion of his discourses.

His parishioners probably had little leisure, even if theyhad
the taste for reading. Every family had its bible aild psalm
book, and some religious reading besides. Probably some
brought volumes of sermons and other works, like Fox’s Mar-
tyrs, from Eneland. We can easily believe that such a man
as Major Willard, though his life was filled with business,
both private and public, would have a shelf or two of val-
uable works in his house, relating to religion, history and
biography.
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The Rev. John Whiting and the Rev. Andrew Gardner
were " university men,” or eraduates of *old Harvard,” and
without doubt, owned and used books in Latin, Greek and
Hebrew, bhesides a commentary, a body of divinity, volumes
of sermons and other works in different branches of reading
or study. The next minister, Mr. Prentice, must have had a
respectable collection of books. Mr. Hancock in his funeral
sermon says, that * God gave him the tongue of the learned.”
As that gift of God is always conveyed to a man through the
use of his own faculties in studying the works of God and the
writings of other men, the inference is warranted that Mr.
Prentice was familiar with valuable works in sacred and secu-
lar literature. Like other ministers in early times, he gave
instruction to the young men who were preparing for college,
as well as to other young men and women who desired to pro-
ceed farther in their studies than could be done in the town
schools. Before his decease there were several families in the
town—Wilders, Willards, Houghtons and others—who were
above the average in cultivation and intelligence. The elder
Jt:_«f‘i!!l Wilder was a j!ll.l_'_"i', and his son -]‘}-"t’llll was 1'5%1!1_2‘ in
reputation as a public man, Col. Samuel Willard was prom-
inent in the colony, and his three sons who resided here,
Abijah, Abel and Levi, were all men of ability and informa-
tion. Abel was a highly respected lawyer. Doubtless their
houses contained many volumes of substantial, though few of
ligcht reading.

The Rev. 'IHIHIHHI_\' ll:il'l'i]ig‘l'u]i was a man of letters. He
read and taught the classics. The testimony of his survivors
warrants the conclusion that he was familiar with a large range
of literature. As there was no library nearer than Cambridge,
his chief supply of reading must have been in his study.
Among his students was Mr. Samuel Locke, afterwards a
minister, and president of Harvard college. His influence
was in favor of liberal culture, and a generation grew up
around him who were interested in good books. Just before
the close of his ministry a library was formed, which proved
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that there was a reading class in the town, and which served
to promote a wider and deeper interest in the better grade of
literature.

THE LANCASTER TIBRARY.

On the fourth of October, 1790, there was 2 meeting of the
Proprietors of the Lancaster Library, over which Dea. Cyrus
Fairbank presided. Timothy Whiting, jr., Esq., was clerk
A committee of five was chosen to frame by-laws, and report
a list of books to be purchased. The members of the com-
mittee were Israel Atherton, Esq., Capt. Samuel Ward, Lt.-
Col. John Whitine, William Stedman, Esq., and 1
Whiting, jr., Esq.

This committee reported on the eighteenth, and the © Reg-

imothy

ulations ™ which they recommended were adopted. The pre-
amble will bear ]h-i‘l]»‘.:al. It reads as follows: “We the
subscribers to the followine Articles, being sensible that a
general diffusion of knowledge has a ivn*ff‘h‘ilr\" not only to
promote individual happiness, but to strengthen the bonds of
society, by making *man mild and sociable with man : *s4nd it
being ineumbent on us as members of a free and jndej
{i]r:':'i\

dom and’Jiappiness we enjoy : and convinced that we cannot

1|}!II1H|IIIIf\ , to use onr ende ‘|\u, S O preserve {1

effect this in a more eligible way than by enlargine our minds

with such useful knowledee as will best serve to increase our

estimation of such invaluable |r|i'-~1n"~,—-“1n for the purpose
aforesaid, severally and reciprocally promise and agree to and
with each other that we will assoeiate ourselves together, and
purchase a Library, to be denominated Lancaster Library,
and to consist of such Books as we shall in future ngree to
purchase under the regulations hereafter expressed, which reg-
ulations we solemnly promise to observe and keep.”

This preamble is followed by twenty-one Articles which
provide for the election of officers, the purchase and custody
of books, and their cireulation among the proprictors. The
library was always to be kept within a mile and a half of the
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PROPRIETORS' LIBRARY 541

mecting-house. A person could hecome a proprietor by heing

elected by a two-thirds vote, and paying three dollars, at least,
g the articles of agreement. A proprietor living
s miles could keep a book six weeks : between five

miles, three months : upwards of ten miles, four

months. A fine of two pence for every day bevond the time
was levied.
v will be eratified by secine a list of the eprermst Pro- =

prietors, as it includes a laree proportion of the leading fiami-

Man

1° e A ‘ ¢ i1 e y Sl . 1 4
lies i the town, at the time, as well as some from other towns.

1 A

111 Jli'::‘:ll_',_" l::!:'.:'.-__"-:n N. H,

Samuel Ward, Richard Ilaven, | Nath? Willard,
I'imothy Whiting, jr., I
Daniel Stearns,

rbank, Robert |'|||-|i|.~.

Thomas Legate, jr., o e e
Robert Townshend,

Joel Phelps,

Joseph Rogers

Amos Far

-I.':\..l'\: r."..':l',
Michael Newhall,
Izaae Fisher, Isnac Willard,
Joseph Wales, John Wilder,
Nathaniel Wyman, Levi Holden, Wdlder | Edward Goodwin,
Sam’l J. Sprarue,
3 W. Cleveland
k, jr., John Carter, jr.,
Charles Bri
John Goodwin,
William Bridee,
Pitus Wilder, j
Jona. Prescott, Jn'-nl-[n]:. Leach,
Panl Willard John White, ||
el Goss, : Thomas d Seth H?}‘_H':II"..
ina . Hicklino Jacob Fisher, | Moses Smith, _il',.
ah Bowers, "["-""i']' W. Pave, John Prentiss
i IEli Stearns, | Joel Wilder,

Edward Clarke, Jona.

Henry

L Carter,
William Wilder,
John Thurstor .| Josial Flag:
\'\-i!.i;::l.-li St 'i‘.].:I:I. iy 2h. Carter,

Asa War

i

John Bal John Prescott, 1 A Moses Rice

Thad. Pollar Benje-Houghton.

d,
A ang,

The company was oreanized by the choice of the following
officers, givine names and titles, Mr. Joseph Wales, “:..""'“'[”“ 3

Mr. Ebenezer Torrey, treasurer 3 Timothy Whiting, jif elerk ;
- ’,
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Lit.-Col. Edmund Heard, ~Col. John \\'hiiin_'_". Mr. Josiah

Flag
|i1"
1||l|| vote, allowed the free use of the libvary. The same

‘|'4|!1j||]i‘|1('i_‘. The Rev. My, Il.'l]']'i'li_"[f.fn.-'HI'i. the master

v Latin erammar school for the time being, were by an-

privilege was given to Rev. Mr. Thayer, after his settlement.

The first list of books comprises sixty works, but the num-
ber of volumes is not given. It was probably above one hun-
dred, as it mcluded Addison's T‘I‘IJ-'I'T:IIHI' in wi_:_'_':li' \n]llljlnw_
and the historical works of (:ibbon. Hume, J\'-I|ii!'|. Robert-
d John Adams’ Def

Grce

son. Voltaire. Catherine .\.I'I\":‘.Ii:'.'il‘-'.

of American Constitutions. 1t was ;"I'fIJ[I\' a choice collection,
containing one or more of the works of the followine authors :
Milton, Cowper, Pope, Gay, Thomson, Young,
1, Sterne, Mason, }’a’ll “-I:'_!:'-il'lq.-\-m. ]',..,-_

Dwight, Golds
cavia, Brydone, Montesquien, Ferguson, Lady Mary Wortley
Montague, Price, John Adams, Jefferson’s N¢
Dr. Morse's Geography and others. The first hill for books

es on Virginia,

after deducting “ ten per cent. for part, and five per cent. for
part,” was £35-15-2. American history was not neglected,
as shown, by the purchase, at first, or later, of vmsay’s
American Revolution, Hutchinson’s Massachusetts, Belknap’s
New Humpshire, Williams® Vermont, Trumbull’s Connecticut
Volumes of sermons and other relieious works added \.-1]1|u.-
to the librar ¥

[n 1792 these works were added: The Man of Feeling,
The Lounger, The Mirror, Evelina, Man of the World. and
Children’s Friend. Miss Burney was then in the full glow of
her reputation, and her novels were eagerly read, an only
by the crowd of novel readers, but by such men as Burke and
Johnson, with delicht. My, Torrey, the treasurer, was also
authorized to subseribe for the i‘llll“\'t"ll'-]::w]i:l. which came in
numbers,

[t would be needless to give the annals of the Laneaster Li-
brary from year to year., There were chances in the mem-
bership by additions and removals, and chanoes in the officers
by election; there were frequent additions to the library by
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purchase or gift, and oceasionally volumes were sold or ex-
chanoed for others more desirable. Forexample, the meet-

ing in 1795 voted that the standine committee should *ex-

| for other books, giv-

change Smollett’s History of

e iil't'f;‘r‘-':hl‘x' to those included in the eataloene of books

to be purchased, and those on the subjeet of Divinity.” The

reason for dropping Smollett is not given, but perhaps it is
to be found in that elaborate dulness which is so unlike the
hi |

i11s NOYVels.

! i',:lt"'-"_\'. sense and wit of
Forty-eight volumes were boupght in 1797, amone which
were Hunter's Biography in ¢hie-volumes; Addison’s Evi-
dences, Watts on the Mind, Paley’s Philosophy, and Eviden-
ces of Christianity, Baron Trenck, Life of Franklin, and
Goldsmith's Poems, In some years there were purchased as

:h as forty dollars worth of bhooks.

In the year 1800, * seven of the |\;-..i.;-';.-1..im of the ]]iu:'.l]'_‘. +¥

'|""ii'IJ|i."- iJf' !'--I'llli.r;" i.:\Z".l;.ws'!'\'l-w .'|H|.I H=s0) ¥ SOCiety
or hody ':r;.-i:r']u'_ for the :--\i::'--;-. purposes of h .![:i;.iw!'. ]!; e

J 1 1
ing, preserving and using such library,” requested William

Stedman, f'l:ﬂli“ a justice of the peace, to grant a warrani to

some one of them, directing him to call a meeting of the pro-

prietors; for the purpose of reorganizing. The subscribers

were John Whitine, Samuel Ward, Ebenezer Torrey, John

.Iln-ll'|:i] ‘\\-:i.ll'.‘-'-.

Ballard, Josiah Bowers. Edward Goodwin an
By this operation the Lancaster Library was changed to the
"Social Library,” at a meeting held May 5, 1800, when Is-
rael Atherton was called to the chair. Thanks were voted to
Dea. Wales tor his services as their ¢lerk and librarian for
[|I" ’:iw! ten I\'u-;[]"_ -]I]'\i.‘!|| ]"]'1;-_' wias i'!l'l-l'll !'!"I'.!\ .‘lI]Il Ii'

Iy collector.

rian : Ebenczer Torvev. treasurer ; Eli Stearns,
Che standine committee elected were Jonathan Wilder, Josi-

alt Bowers, Edward Goodwin. An assessment ol twenty-

T A7)

five cents on each share was levied. The Records show how-

wver, that the title of Lancaster Library was oceasionally

used.,
\mong the volumes added in 1801 were Lathrop’s Ser-
mons, Whithy's Disconrses, and Camilla, ]"\' Miss I)'“l'”“.\"
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The next vear these were bonght, besides other valuable
works, viz., l':llil]:in-H on Miracles, Mrs. ('51"11":i"-:~ Letters,
Volney's Travels and Lectures on History, Winthrop’s Jour-
nal. and Hannah More’s Strictures on Female Education.

ted in 1805,

A new set of reeulations and by-laws was ade

ly were of little con-

which are of no interest now, and probab

sequence at the time. it beine one of the amusements of soci-

eties of the kind to tamper and fuss with their constit m and
laws. A matterof much more serious importance lay-
ine of taxes, and the collecting of those unpaid. In 1811 anex-

amination brought out the factthat the * unpaid taxes™ between

1804 and 1811 amounted to more than forty dollars. The
income. however, enabled the committee to make valuable

Travels in

additions to the library in 1812,
Russia. Turkey. ete., and Silliman’s Travels, both works of

I's Life

great interest at the time, and still readable, Mars]

I {

of W ::_«E[i[._'__-'IurL and works of Hannah More and Muys. ( 11]i»:-_
l|| ]!1:' "-.'{‘.'t’.'« i';r].'n'\\'ii;l;'_' .‘w'|1:l§\'=-~:|1:';11‘1".~ \.\-{]’.'.{{.‘- Were |JI]E'|'§|:|.'_~'\'<]_
and the Novels and Poems of Sir Walter Scott, as they ap-
lat‘:tl'i'il.

In 1823 it was voted to allow the account of the clerk and
librarian, and the policy of paying him for his services was
endorsed. Ten dollars was the compensation for two years.

By this time many of the eoeneration who instituted the li-

brary had ]:;i.~.~'-':l away, but their successors appear to have

supported it vigorously by making additions of standard as
well as less durable works. The North American Review,
Blackwood’s Magazine, and other periodieals of the first class
were taken. By degrees, as new authors became conspicu-
ous, their writings were obtained. Prescott, Dickens, Irving,
Bulwer, Allison, and Stevens the traveler, furnished a laree
quantity of choice reading. Taken as a whole the collection
was of a high order of literature for general perusal. Tt re-
flected eredit on the community which could be interested
by it, and it could not fail to raise the tone of thought and
sentiment in proportion as it was read.
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SCHOOL LIBRARIES.

yin 1850, for some eanse unrecorded. the com-

At ler

II.'I!I'\'

od to be, and the books were sold at auetion. The

whole number sold was about one thonsand and twentv. The

price obtained per volume was small compared with the cost
or the value of the works, but as they were purchased in

measure, by the owners of the library, the loss was of

no account, and the books went into families wheve they sup-

plied the next generation with a generous and nourishing

mental pabulum,

SCHOOL DISTRICT LIBRARIES.

Before the Social Library was secattered, a new enterprise
was started which resulted in the opening of hundreds of
small libraries in different sections of the commonwealth.
The plan was to have a small but choice library in every school
district. It is not known how v\i:-!adi\v!\\ this plan was ear-
ried out, but it is certain that a large number of towns em-
ployed these auxiliavies to the system of w:l.[i‘_- instruction.
Lancaster was in this list of towns, and some of its districts,
atteast, had librarvies of their own,  $e p A

[Por example, the old thivd district, according to the ancient
hook of Records. whose first date is December 1, 1800, avail-
ed itself of this aid. The first minute relating to the district
library is under the date of August 21, 1844, and reads as
follows : * Chose B. Whittemore, €. Atherton and C. Studley
o committee to report rules and regulations for the library.”
The rules having been reported, they were adopted by the
Hlf'i"lllllu'. ’I‘!Il"_\' IJ{'I‘l[ not he I'1‘t‘ifl'il, s T]u'_‘.' “i“lfll_\' [J['u\'i:_]\-ll
for the custody, cireulation and security of the books. The
circulation was confined to the distriet, unless by special per-
mission, they were allowed to ¢o beyond its bounds. Some-
times *i.lﬂ}'ir'h-' whose libraries m.;|-‘i_~;11-ri of different works,
made an l'x'.']lillll‘_fi‘. and thus doubled their facilities for _*_"nru[
reading. The selection was judicious, having been recom-
mended il_\' those who knew the wants of the lmhlis' in the

laneous literature. The * Family Library ” so

line of misce

el
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called. well remembered by elderly people, was a component
part of many school libraries.

This arrangement lasted in district No. 3, until the year
1859, when it was * voted to gell the Library at auction, Mon-

day evenine, March 9, at 6 o’clock, and the proceeds to 20

for paying in part for the outline maps, and varnishing the
same.” This last item indicates the time when outline maps
were introduced, and hung upon the walls of school-rooms.
It was a starting point in the better study of maps. The
action of the third district may be taken as an example of
what was done in other districts of the town. By this means
an entertaining and useful kind of reading was supplied to

families in all seetions of Lancaster.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LIBRARIES.

Before the distriet libraries were sold and scattered, the
churches had begun to supply the children and youth with a
new species of literature, under the name of Sunday or Sab-
bath school books. These books are well printed and hand-
somely illustrated. With some exceptions, the reading is of
a wholesome character, tending to promote the religious ed-
ucation of the young. Probably the books of this kind which
have been read, worn out and given away by our Sunday
school libraries, would amount to several thousand. The li-
brary of the First and the Evangelical Sunday school, each
numbers between two and three hundred.

THE AGRIOULTURAL LIBRARY.

About twenty-five or thirty yvears since, there was an awa-
kened interest in the business of agriculture, horticulture and
landscape gardening. At that time agricultural libraries were
established in many towns. The same set of works formed
the bulk of these collections. Lancaster had a library of the
kind. At first owned by individuals, it was afterwards given
to the town, and became a part of the public library. The
number of volumes was above one hundred and fifty, includ-
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ing thirty-six volumes of Massachusetts and United States
Agricultural Reports.
This was a valuable collection of books. as will appear by

the following list of authors : Liebig, G. P, Marsh, H. Col-

= Jde

- > L. 5 : =2
man, J. F. W. Johnson, DAdd, Langstroth, C. L. Flint,
re 1 , 31 vy N T o

Nichols, Donald (. Mitehel, ?‘*'ll-%:-n-_-‘ Buel, Fessenden.

Breck., Downing, Emerson, Olmsted. and others.

LIBRARY CLUB OF LANCASTER.

The Social Library was dissolved in 1850, but as there
was a need of something of the kind, a new organization was
effected the next year which took the name of the Liprany
Crup or Laxcaster. The preliminary meeting was held af
the town-house, December 1, 1851, with Henry Wilder in
the chair, and Henry C. Kimball as secretary. A commit-
tee of three—Henry Lincoln, J. L. S. Thompson and H. C.
Kimball —was chosen to request some magistrate to call a
legal meeting, and also to prepare a code of by-laws, for the
association. Accordingly George R. M. Withington, Esq.,
issued a warrant, under which a meetine was held on the
seventeenth of December. Dr. Lincoln called l}li‘]l!l'n'lill_‘.{'iu
order, when John M. Washburn was chosen moderator. and
C. A. Rand, elerk. It was voted that those present should
" become a corporation under the provisions of the law in such
cases made and provided.” A code of by-laws to the num-
ber of fifteen, was adopted. H. C. Kimball was elected
secretary and sworn into office. A paper containing the
names of twenty-four signers was read, each signer pledging
the sum of three dollars annually. After appointing a com-
mittee to nominate a list of officers and a book committee,
the meeting adjourned.

Monday, December 22, the Club met, and placing Mr.
Henry Wilder in the chajr, proceeded to the choice of offi-
cers, as follows. President, Henry Wilder ; Vice-president,
J. L. S. Thompson ; Treasurer and Collector, Julins H. Sied-

hof. The following were the first committee for the Illlt'i‘h;lsv
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of books. Rev. George M. Bartol, Rev. Charles Packard.
Henry Lincoln, M. D. and H. C. Kimball, the secretary, and
_\I[.*'-:-"_\I:II'_\' (+. Chandler. Then follows a list of the original
members, with their own signatures.

Greoroe M Bartol. Samuel J. S. Vose,

card, : Ewmily Leighton,

Henry Lineoln, 7 Jacob Fisher,

H. C. Kiwball, k) H. L. Thurston,
Julins H. Siedhof, J. Forbusl F Boltor
Franeis F, Hussey, rid s, B Dodee,
Christopher A. Rand, Sarah A

C. T. Symmes S H D {

J. 1. 5. Thompson, s C, Swe

Mrs P.T

Henry Wilder

lowing joined soon after. :
C. L. Wilder, B
G. R. M. Withington,

The same officers were chosen at the next annnal meeting,
with the following book committee, Rev. Messrs. Packard
and Bartol, and Mary G. Chandler,

At a meeting held, January 8, 1853, it was provided that
an “inventory be kept by the librarian of the cost of all books
purchased for the library, and of the time when they are pur-
chased ; 7 also that the book committee should procure a book
in which a list of the books purchased, and at what price,
should be kept. The meeting discussed the question of es-
tablishing a * Natural History Association in ¢onnection with
the Library,” after which it was moved by Mr. Bartol that a
“commiftee of three be appointed to ascertain the expenses
necessary for commencing, and to suggest a plan for further
action.” The motion was adopted, and Messrs. Bartol, Wil-
t_]_t't' :1]11_i 'l\lltalll]l‘itlll were \‘]]Hr-‘-:‘]l‘

The first gift of books to the new library was made by C.
Gayton Pickmian, Esq., of Boston, but formerly a resident
of Lancaster, and owner of the estate now helonging to Mrs.
Elmina Greene. IHe presented the * Works of Daniel Web-
ster in six volumes.” This was the edition 11!’1-1'n:l]‘i‘t| by the
Hon. Edward Everett.
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The first annual report was made ‘at the meeting in the
early part of 1853, but was confined to proceedings previ-
ous to November 29, of the preceding vear. At that time
there

re twenty-five members, all of whom except the li-
brarian. Mr. Vose, had paid an assessment of three dollars,
As the librarian provided a room and gave his services, he
wis not assessed. The sum of $73.38. includine %1.38 in
i:II]I':-, |]:'-i i-l:‘|'|1 ]'a-;'-.'i'\z‘:.! E|]|.\ []1-‘ [:'.-,—|».'s||"'\'_ ;|-|-] $58.530 }Jilll

been expen led for books and |=:'|'i-u:

As '=!1-a.\izl'_1' i!]"
character of the library, the following list of periodicals, and
the titles of some of the books are oiven. North American
Review, Silliman’s Journal of Seience and A

North B

Blackwood

dinbure,

1, Westminster and London Quarterly Reviews,

s Magazine, and Hortienlturist. Amone the books

were Lake "'\i.'J!u rior, by Aoa s and Cabot ; Youne's Chron-

icles of the Pilerims : Young’s Chronicles of the First Plant-

ers ol

Massachusetts ; Life and ( ‘-!'1'---\]“-51.i"iu'.' of southey :

Irving’s Columbus, Sketch Book, and other works: Life of

Franklin by Sparks: Old Red Sandstone, by Hugh Miller;

Harth and Man, by Guyot: Life and Letters of Lord Jef-

frey, and Parkman’s ( onspiracy of Pontiac. The number of

volumes purchased was thirty-five ; the number given, was
sixty-seven. Among the donors were Henry Wilder, Mary
(x. Chandler, (zeorge M. Bartol, Charles L.. Wilder, f':ilﬂ.
Hussey, Dr, Thompson, GG, R. M. Withington and H. C.
Kimball, besides several from members of congress and other
men in public life.

The officers were re-elected. December, 1853, with the ex-
ception [|1111___.,9_'{_’;“'}‘1]_|1=ai' ceased to be treasurer, and Mr. Kim-
ball took both offices of secretary and treasurer. Mr. Kimball
was added to the book committee. Provision was made for
printing one hundred copies of the catalogne, and it was voted
that any person might have the * benefit of the library by pay-
ing one dollar per quarter.” The committee voted the ad-
dition of several new works of great value, such as Macau-

lay’s England, 2 volumes; Sparks’ Life of Washington ;
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Frothineham’s Siege of Boston; Crayon Miscellany and five
other works by Irving ; Natural History of Selborne, Long-
fellow’s Poems, and others. Quite a number of volumes were
received by donation : among others, ninety-six numbers of
Littell’s Living Age, from Rev. (. M. Bartol; eight bound
volumes of Niles® Weekly Register, from Dr. Lincoln, and
Havris’ Report on Inseets, from the secretary of state.

In 1854 Dr. Thompson was librarian, and continued in that
charge as long as the Club existed. Rev. Mr. Packard had
left town, and ceased to be a member of the hook committee.
Otherwise it remained the same. The officers were unchang-
ed. And here it may be stated that Messrs. Wilder, Thomp-
son :1[|4! Kimball retained the offices of "Jl't‘?-'il]l‘lli.\ \"lf‘i'—]ll'i"wi'[_
dent, and secretary and treasurer, until the Club was dissolyed
in 1862. The same was true of the book committee, except
that the librarian, Dr. Thompson, was added in 1857. Among
the works in 1854 were five volumes of Baneroft’s Hi'slﬁl'l-\'
of the United States; Works of Addison in five volumes :
Household Words, eight volumes: Boswell’s Johnson, two
volumes ; Life and Works of Robert Burns, four volumes :
the Poetical Works of Campbell and Rogers, each one vol-
ume, and the Antobiography of Hugh Miller. The whole
number of bound volumes amounted to two hundred and
forty-one.

At a meeting held February 2, 1855, it was moved that the
price of shares should be twelve dollars, paid at one time, or
in successive yearly subseriptions. Proprietors of more shares
than one, should have a vote for each share, not exceeding
three ; but no member could vote while indebted for assess-
ments or fines. At a meeting in November, 1856, these
propositions were Ellil*|JT"t-|\ with the addition that transient
readers mieht take bhooks at twenty-five cents per quarter.
Subsequently the price was put at fitty cents, and Saturday
afternoon was fixed as the time for 1::[-:]“_-_" out books. Three

dollars was the assessment for 1857.
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The farther history of the Library Club need not be given

in detail. A few items will be of interest. By a report made

in 1859, it appears that four persons owned one share each.

and thirteen owned two shares. A valuable boolk-case was
given by Mr. Bartol.

The question of giving the library to the town was mooted
at a meeting, November 26, 1860, and referred to the book

commit to consider and report. The nnmber of volumes

in the ary now amounted to five hundred and fifty-three.
The committee to whom the matter of donating the library
to the town was referred, reported to the Club, at the annual
meeting in 1861, that they “had not thoroughly considered
the subjeet, but their impression ” was that the time was not
favorable, owine to the * distracted condition of the publie

mind and the probable increase of taxes.”

['he subject was before the Club at an adjourned meeting,
January 1, 1862, It appears that the Agricultural Library
Association had sent the Club a vote purporting that they

viewed with ™ favor the

proposition to grant to the town the
use and care of the two libraries, on proper and suitable con-
ditions. to be made the basis for a future town library.” After

a general diseussion of the subject the followine action was

unanimously taken. *The proprietors of Lancaster Library
believing that a public library in the town, to which all ean
have access, would oreatly aid the cause of education and good
morals, by affording to the young, innocent and profitable
reading, and to all the means of knowledge and mental im-
provement, desire to aid in the establishment of such an in-
stitution. They therefore offer to the town their library of
1

more than six hundred volumes, on condition that the town

will this year appropriate, as a foundation for a publie town

Library, the sum of ons dollar for each of its ratable polls,
and thereafter annually for three years appropriate the sum
of fif
Those '|!l'i‘-'l'||l to vole were H_\‘:l!'_‘-. \\HIHI-]\ at whose house
the !||t=n-1'|u;1_' was held, G. M. Bartol, Dr. '|'|If‘llr[‘-“"'l1‘ B, R,

Ly ¢cents on |_‘;1r-!|, of its 1‘;1|;;|>!|- l1u|]_-‘_ for 118 Increase.
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Hussey, Mrs. H. L. Thurston, Miss M. A. Thayer, Miss
Mary G. ( thandler, Mrs. Emily Leighton and H. €. Kimball.

Myr. Wilder was chareed with the business of bri the

3

proposal before the town at the ensuine March meeting,

and Mr. Iimball was requested to procure the sionatures of
the Ill'ulnl'i{’im‘s‘ to the |Ii'u|‘rH.‘~-‘l|. The action of the town was

in aceordance with the proposal. The last meeting of the

Library Club was held, August 16, when Dre. Tho NPSON Was

chosen secretary in place of Mr. Kimball, who had left the

town. It was stated that the town, at a legal meeting in April,

had aceepted the offer made by the Club. A report was made,

showing that the sum.of $12.10 was in the treasury, when
it was * voted that the members of the l.;!n'.‘ii'_'.' Club herelyy

mike over such funds as now remain in the treasury, to the

r Town Librarv. to be

].Illi'-'if"\ |"P;|]‘Ii}:" s 1!]‘ 1_E|'I' [,.’J]]l":

by them for the henefit of said library ; but the membe

the Club would prefer that such funds should be expended in

furnishine eases for minerals.” The last elause of this vote,

reveals the fact that a Natural History department of the
Library Club had engaeed the attention of the members, and
some collections had already been made.

The Records of the Club were then, by vote, passed into
the custody of the librarian of the town library, when the
following vote closed forever the active life of the Lancaster
Library Club. *Voted, that as the town has aceepted the

offer and conditions of the Club. we do now adjourn to such

time as we shall be called to meet by the officers of the Club.”

THE LANCASTER TOWN LIBRARY.

The establishment of a publie library for the free use of
all the inhabitants of the town. was brought forward in the
annual nw:_\Iin;__", March 3, 1862, by an article in the warrant.
The subject was referred to the following gentlemen. Rev.
George M. [!-:IU-'.’E. Rev. Amos E. Lawrence, Mr. M. C. Steb-
bins, Rev. JoNsthAn E. Edwards and Henry Wilder, Esq.
At an adjourned meeting, April 2, the committee reported
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in favor of founding a library on the * conditions offered by
the Laneaster Library Club,” and also iII‘P'r-l']!i:'il a series of

rules and regulations.  The report was adopted in full, and

the tollowing were chosen the s library committee. George

M. Bartol. A. E. Lawrence, Jonsthan E. Edwards, M. C

Quincy Whitney, J. L. 8. Thompson and Henry

venn to the Library Club for their

111 i 1hlie :|!|l'i|11-JI| had been "'-!HI"J
1+

oo i.].|'--||"i=i':l.-:t]

hool committee for the vear

GO—=61,

m 4
8 Thurston

ized towns to tax their

the law aut

inhabitants “ for a public library, for a library building, for

library books, or for anything pertaining to a library.” 'This

law was seeured by the judicious action of Rev. John B.

1851.

The act was amended in 1859, and has been followed by the

Wight, & member of the levislature from Wayland,

establishment of many librarvies in the towns and cities of

‘.]1;- -'--l:|||‘||-1|‘.'-.'1‘:I|‘.]1.

The town library had thus a vigorous start. With more
Goa 2 20 * 4
than s~theusand volumes from the Club, with one hundred

and thirty from the Ag deultural Library, and with many

more from the distriet libraries, it formed at onee, a large col-
lection of books foran inland and agrieultural town. Some
of the volumes were duplicates, as the school libraries were

but these made the basis for exchange with other

much alike,
libraries. and therefore were a real gain to the central library.
Altogether there were not less than twelve hundred volumes
in the eollection, when it was opened to the free use of the
publie, on the fourth of October, 1862. The books were of
a better class and higher order than are generally found in
miscellaneous collections, as has been already shown in noti-
cing the additions from year to year. The committee always
had competent judges of books among its members, and they
exercised their judgment, with due respect to the popular de-
mand for light reading and i‘illlL'lel']':ll productions. The in-
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come, the first year, was not far from three hundred dollars,
a much larger sum than had ever before been devoted to the
replenishing of libraries in this towmn.

In 1863 there was some change in the library committee,
Rev. Messrs, Edwards and \\"I.irm-_\' havine removed. Their
places were filled by the election of Spencer R. Merrick and
C. W. Burbank. The next year the last two members were
succeeded I"JI\' Rev. B illf:illl‘lll Whittemore and Rev. Marcus
Ames. In 1865 William A. Kilbourn took the place of Mr.
Stebbins, who had closed his school, and entered on the work
of the ministry at Ayer, then Groton Junction.

The year 1866 was a golden year in the history of the Ii-
brary. The town received, through Rev. Mr. Bartol, a com-
munication from Nathaniel Thayer, Esq., offering $5,000
for a library, and §3,000 for the cemeteries, to be used in keep-
ing them in order. Af this time the town was interested in
the setting up of some suitable Memorial or Monument, in
honorable memory of her soldiers who went into the war for
the suppression of the rebellion. The favorite plan here, as
in other towns, was a monument simply, inscribed with the
names of those who fell in the war., whether from wounds,
sickness or imprisonment. At the April meeting a vote was
passed that the town would eive $5,000 for the erection of a
Memorial Hall, provided a like sum could be raised by sub-
-“i’-l'i|_llilili- Jacob Fisher, .-\J1‘.i|_furr_\' Lane and Georee Cum-
mings were chosen o committee to receive such sums as the
citizens might be inclined to give. The proposition met guch
a favorable response that the chairman reported to the town,
June 30, a subseription of over $4,000, which had been pro-
cured \'-.'E[imrlf_' effort. There Was no '..]\~i:!|JT that the w hole sum
of 85,000 could easily be raised.

A committee of seven was chosen, November 7, to have
charge of the location, of building, and erection of the hall.
These were the committee : Nathaniel Thayer, George M.
Bartol, Jacob Fisher, F. B, Fay, Heory Wilder, J. L. S.
Thompson and Quiney Whitney. Col. Fay declining, the va-
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cancy was filled by the choice of E. M. Fuller. The select-
men for the year,— Messrs. Buttrick, Merrick and Farwell
were added. Besides the $10,000 thus raised, the commitice

were authorized by Mr. Thayer, who paid a large part of the

tax, to expend all that was necessary to make the memorial
hall worthy of its objeet, and an ornament and blessing to
the town.

The committee to whom the whole subject had been refer-
red, made a report which was unanimously adopted by the
town. In the words of the “ Report on the town library,”
made in 1869, by Mr. Bartol, chairman, the vote included
three pointg: “to ereet a Memorial Hall ; 1st, as being as
worthy of the town and of the object as any other monument ;
2d, because, owing to the munificence of a well-known and
ever to be honored townsman, to do this would not carry us
beyond our means ; and for the third reason, that the town

was in oreat need, not only of a fire-proof room for its Ree-

ords, but also of accommodation for a l';llri.'-H.\' inereasing town
library ; the rooms which the latter then oceupied threatening
to prove in a few years too narrow.” The Report continues :
“the building is not only correct in style, but accords with
its surroundings, and is very much to the eredit of its archi-
tect, Mr. Harris. It is unusually compact and convenient
and tasteful, and it is diffieult to coneeive how its main purpose
could have been made more prominent.”

The cost of the .]rililttilll‘_" WwWas ne :I‘i‘\' f-;”q""“‘ of which more
than two-thirds was paid by Mr. Thayer, in addition to his
endowment of $5.000 forthe [w[;'-_-i;;l-cp of books, The }:l‘l"”‘r
above quoted says farther : " that the Hon. Francis B. Fay,
in addition to his original subseription of 81,000, has placed
in our hands 5100, for the !||j[-.-?;;lm- of a clock ; and alzso that
htened view of the

0

George A. Parker, Esq., witha truly enli
possibilities of such an institution, has presented us with $500
worth of fine art works selected by himself, and also with
seven hundred dollars for the further increase of such a de-
partment, outright, or in permanency, at discretion of the

committee,”
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The letter of Mr. Thayer making a permanent endowment
of the library, and also providing for the care of the ceme-
teries of the town, finds its place in this connection. It was
dated Boston, ,|:|51t1.—|1"-,' 22, 1266, and addressed to Rev. Mr.
Bartol, in the words followine.

“DirAr SIR : \'-sn have often spoken of the great vood you

ﬂ'r!r'-'.ii'u'l'n'nf Ifll‘lu‘.\ 1§ |:3=-.'|-", Was linii!l:'. .'L!'Jli rfr!- [r|r.'.'r_a::|'-" ‘.‘.']flr.‘]]
) . :

its very general influence gave you. I do not see any way in
which any one can more certainly promote the well being of
the town, than by helping to increase its means of usefulness.

“And 1 |.I":'l'-|3ll‘|- authorize you to offer to the town of Lan-
iI':|~!--.-).;-", five thousand dollars, say 5,0008 New
York Central railvoad bonds, | payable in 1883, with interest
payable half yearly, in May .-m.l November, upon the follow-

ing conditions, viz., the town treasurer shall hold the said

caster

honds, Or 1Invest any maodiey 1':'f'-.']‘.'<'li on account of the ';r|'5|!-

1 he she

.!|| !!.‘l.‘l-
over as received, to the library committee, to be by them ex-

i

1"‘“'5’-"'5 in the [.ﬂll‘t'ilrlﬁt‘uli' hooks, And the town shall turther

1‘Ei'-‘|l a8 & permanent fund, the interest of which

agree to raise by tax each year for the library, the amount
authorized by law of the state.

*You have often spoken upon another gubije condi-
tion of the burying ervounds, and I have mentioned to you
the great pleasure it has recently given me to see the eeneral
interest Lu:mf]’qwfe-:] in regard to the burying ground near my
house, and the respect shown for the memory of past gener-
ations. -I do hope that for the future all the burying grounds
may be kept in a condition which will be creditable to the
town; and in furtherance of that object, 1 hereby authorize
vou to offer to the town as trustees, three thousand dollars,
say 3,0008 New York Central saibrond bonds upon the follow-
ing conditions, viz., the town treasurer shall hold said bonds,
or invest any _money received on account of the principal of
said bonds, ¢ L\f:rw'mrmr,af Sundg, and shall pay over the interest
as received, to the library committee, to he e xpended by them
in ornamenting and ke )eping in repair the several -burying
grounds in the town.
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DEDICATORY SERVICES.

et |

“Upon |1{-iitj__: furnished with an attested copy of a vote of

the town, agreeing with me, my heirs and assigns, that they

will receive the money and forever hold it in tr
fore

oy
'hhl dollars of bonds to the town treasurer, and I know of

, upon the

sine conditions, I will at once pay over the eight thou-

no hetter -i'l'il]'i]_'\"..

The letter having

heen laid before the town, soon after its
date, the following action was taken. ™ We hereby, as citi-
zens of the town, legally assembled to aet upon his proposi- /=
tion, accept the same with sincere and hearty gratitude, and
strictly upon the conditions he has specitied in his letter,”
The building was erected in 1867, and finished in the spring
of the following year. Appropriate dedicatory services were
held on Wednesday, June 17, 1868, Nathaniel Thayer, Isq.,
presiding. The following was the order of exercises, with a
statement by the executive committee, and music by the band.
Reading of Seriptures, by Rev. George R. Leavitt: Dedi-
eatory Prayer, by Rev. lit’lai"fl' M. Bartol ; Address, by Rev.
Christopher T. Thayer, 0 *Boston ; Ode, by H. . Buswell,
Esq., of Canton ; ['l‘:l_\_r'l‘l' and Benediction, by Rev. Dr.
Whittemore. The address was elegantly printed, and will be
road with interest in after times. The two objects of the
memorial hall were presented at length. The first was “ to
dedicate u suitable and grateful memorial df hrave fellow-citi-
zens, who at thvn;_ country’s call, and in the ardor of patri-
otic impulse, we ent I'u'ul'ih. life in hand, ready to peril life and
all they held iiwn on eart
luy down their own lives for the saving of that of the nation.”

1. to do and die, and actually did

Then I.UH{‘“-{”] "]1"'Il'li e d re ference to the J’li]il};['\ ]l]-irll".
of the town, and especially the part t: aken in the war for sup-
pressing the rebellion.

The second object of the building w as to *“enlighten, en-
1:11'}:#’ foiio HI\ and imbue with |L1‘-1 oenerous and elevated
sentiments and aspirations our own and others’ minds.” The
influence of letters and libraries was the theme of the orator
in the remainder of the address. A greal assembly were
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deeply interested in the services, and in the oceasion which
ealled them together.,

Some account of the hall should be put on permanent rec-
ord. The following is gathered from a statement prepared
by Withess . Park

Courant of June 20, 1868,

wrst, Esq., and printed in the Clinton

The two-fold desion { the builldine—as a hbraryv and

as a4 memorial hal Verywi

:';Z'E""”'il'“' ' e II,'.'nir| E:.'I!! 18
constructed i the form of an oetagon, the distance from side
to side being 34 feet. I'he height from the floor to the gky-
light is 26 feet. Directly in front of the entrance door,and on
the farther side of the room., is a large marble tablet, bearing
the names of the soldiers, citizens, or natives of the town
who died in the war, arranged in the order of date of deceasc,
with age. Upon the upper part of the tablet appears the

I‘nllm\'in;‘: =

THAT OUR POSTERITY MAY ALSO KNOW THEM, AND THE

CHILDREN THAT ARE YET UNBORN.

The names of the deceased soldiers, not only of those there
inseribed, but of those who have since died, and also of all
who represented the town in the war, will be found on other
pages of this history.

The building is sitnated in the rear of the Center Com-
mon. “ The style is elassie, of the so-called Renaissance :
the material being granite, brown freestone and brick. Di-
mensions : 561 by 361 feet. Inside, the walls and ceilings

are frescoed in the highest style of the art, by I‘>|‘;13j{-.1'_

" Immediately above the poreh, and architectually connected
with it, is a recessed panel or niche of freestone, bearing in

has-relief an urn surrounded by a wreath of oak-leaves, dra-
ped in mourning, and resting upon a pedestal of hound staves.

representing the Union intact. On the pedestal appears the

national coat of arms, and against it lean a musket and sword.”

(CThe entry bears on either wall a marble tablet; that on
the right thus inseribed : —
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1 553 — 1 8558
THIS EDIFICE,
TO THE SOLE HONOR AND MEMORY, UNDER GOD,
OF THOSE BRAVE AND LOYAL VOLUNTEERS,
NATIVE OR RESIDENT OF LANCASTER,
WHO FELL MAINTAINING THE NATION'S CAUSH
IN THE BATTLES OF THE GREAT REBELLION,
IR KFRECTED ON THE VERGE OF A FIELD
LONG USED BY THE INHABITANTS AS A MILITARY MUSTER-
GROUND,
\ND NEAR THE FOURTH [FIFTH| BUILDING ?
OF THE TOWN'S FIRST CHURCH, INSTITUTED 16535, 666 .(
“The erass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away ;
but the word of the Lord endureth forever.” t Telia }.3%9 3¢
WITHIN ITS WALLS THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF THE TOWN,
WASTED BY FIRE AND OTHER ACCIDENTS,
AND ALSO THE TOWN'S LIBRARY, FOUNDED IN 1862,

ARE NOW MORE SAFELY THAN IERETOFORE DEPOSITED.

“ Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that
build it ; except the Lord keep the city, the watchmen wa-
lketh but in vain.” Poaleny, CEx¥_

The tablet on the left has this inseription : —

“The memorial of virtue is immortal. When it is present,

men take example at it ; and when it is gone, they desire it.”

THIS BUILDING,
BEGUN AND COMPLETED A. D. 1N67-8,
I8 DEDICATED, BY THEIR FELLOW—CITIZENS, :
TO THE SACRED MEMORY OF THOSE MEN OF LANCARTER
WIIO GAVE THEIR LIVES FOI: THE INTEGRITY OF THE REPUBLIC
IN THE CIVIL waRr, 1861-1865.

WE CAN NEVER BE DEATHLESS TILL WE DIE,
I'T IS THE DEAD WIN BATTLES — NO: THE BRAVE
DIE NEYER. BEING DEATHLEsSS, THEY BUT CHANGE
THEID COUNTRY'S VOWs FOR MORE, —THEIR COUNTRY'S
HEART,
I
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Sinee the library was transferred to the memorial hall, it
has been greatly increased in number and value. The whole
amount expended in 1868, including a sum raised by public
entertainments, was $578. The number of volumes purchas-
a.-r| was o0, _-HtuT [[||- n|[m|u-t‘ 1'|‘[:|‘_-i'\'t'-n'f :'r‘\' fl.umli-un, 504, '|'|]._.
whole number of volumes in the library in the spring of 1869,
was:4.051.

The income in the year 1869-70 was $780, includi

12 i

i

town grant of $300: interest of Thayer fund, %280, and do-
nation of Georee A. Parker, $200. There was a balance in
the treasury raised by fairs, which enlarged the amount to over
£900, The number of volumes was now 4,983, By purchase
during the year, 350 were added, and 572 by donation. These
last, with few exceptions, were the gift of Mr. Thayer, to the
value of $1,200, and from an unexpended principal and inter-
est of $500 deposited by Mr. Parker, and $200 afterwards
added. Among the works selected by these gentlemen were

| the “ most valuable books in the market, whether for standard
merit or beautiful illustration.”

At the annual meeting in 1870 the town raised $1,000 for
the library, and this has been the annual appropriation to the
present time. To this sum the dog tax has been added a few
years past, making an addition of nearly two hundred dol-
lars. The library in the spring of 1871 numbered 5,667
volumes. During the year “six hundred and eighty-eight
dollars worth of costly and valuable books ™ were received
from Mr. Thayer, including n complete set of the ™ Colum-
bian Centinel” in fine condition.

The annual report dated April, 1872, gave 6,306 as the
number of volumes in the library, showing an addition of
645 in the year preceding. Among the books added of per-
manent value were the Harleian Miscellany, Baine’s History
and Antiquities of Lancashire, and Gregson’s Portfolio of
Fragments : the photo-lithographed first folio of Shakespeare,
Parker’s Glossary of Architecture, and History of Early
English Domestic Architecture, Fergusson’s History of
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ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY. a61

Architecture, Perkins' Tuscan Seulptors, Lubke's History of
Ancient Art, and Harding's Selected Sketches. Costly works
on Natural History were in the library.

The additions in 1872-3 were 638, and the whole library
contained 6,943 volumes. The library had been open re-
turning and taking books, and for a reading room, in the after-
noon or evening of every day except Friday and Sunday.

The year closing in the spring of 1874 was signalled by
laree and valuable additions. The new books were 499, most-

Iv by purchase. Amone them were the French Etching Club,
YOy | :

one laree volume in sheets, $50 : Roberts’ Eeypt and the Holy

¥

Land, four splendid volumes with colorved lithographs, $200
the entire series of the London Illustrated News to 1873
The number of volumes taken out during the year was 8,457,
being 896 over the year preceding, showing a remarkable
inerease in the love of reading.

By the first of February, 1875, thgdibrary had accumulated
8.525 volumes. -‘]Iu\\"lll_:‘ an inerease of 780 durine the year.
The number loaned was 9,521. A bequest of $100, made by
Miss Mary WireNey, for the improvement of the library,
was received from the executor of her will; and placed in the
town treasury.

The next year, 1875-6, carried the library up fo 9,217 vol-
umes, (including 479 duplicates, Jand 2,923 pamphlets. Some
of the duplicates liave since been exchanged. Only two vol-
nmes were lost during the year. Many had been covered anew,
and some re-bound, The number of volumes added, by pur-
chase and donation, in 1876=7,was 503, making 9,720 in all.
The report at the end of the year 1877-8,in March, gives
the whole number of bound volumes in the library as 10,-
569 ; [||1; number of pamphlets, 3,578,

The 4t catalogue was printed in 1868, after the town li-
brary had been founded. It was a classified catalogue, and
contained about four thousand volumes. The Card catalogue
was made in 1872-3 and has been enlarged as books have
been added. In the spring of 1877 a new eatalogue, in the

5101




562 HISTORY OF LANCASTER.
alphabetical form was published, making a volume of one
hundred and sixty-eieht pages. The work upon this and the
Card catalogne, was chiefly done by Miss Alice Chandler, the
librarian, assisted by Miss Anna H. Whitney. | The number
of volumes in the library in Mareh, 1878, was 10.569 . besides
3,078 [):l1'|'|]='l|]vl'.'~-?l=

The following eentlemen have been members of the com=
mittee sinee the publiclibrary was founded. The ficures in-

dicate the yea

in which they have served. A dash follow-

ing the year shows that the member is still in office.
Rev. ‘;I‘IJ]':‘:'.‘ M. Bartol, 1862—, !Il‘]l!‘l'\' Wilder, 1862— 76.
with the exception of one year. He wasa man of much in-

tellicence and public spirit, and gave time and interest to

the library and natural history room without erudging. J.
L. S. Thompson, M. D., from 1862 to 1878, with the excep-
tion of one year. He was one of the original members, and
|u’t'f'-:1'l|]=‘ll the duties of librarian for MAany years, as he had
previously done for the Club., His presence has secured the
addition of many scientific works. He, with Messrs. Wilder
and Bartol, has always taken a deep interest in the natural

history department. 1. L e TR

Rev. Amos E. Lawrence, B862-5 Rev, Jokdfhén E. Edwards.

Rev. M. Stebbi 1862—4
Sps - R, Merrick, 1863 Rev. Quincy Whitney,
Rev. EJ"I,.;“"]J‘II'EI-IJl'-!"', 1564 .7 G \\ Burbank,
William A, Kilbourn, 1865-72 Rev. Marcus Ames, 147
Edward M. Fuller, 1868 William H. MeNeil,
1871-2 H._-rn'_\ C. Kendrick, 1571-3

1873-5 Rev. A. P. Marvin, / 73
Chandler, 1874-9 Nathaniel Thayer, Bsgs 18734 /77 -5 -3

Miss Auna H. Whitney”  1875-  Horatio D. Humphre; 874
1||_'.|:|'_\"':.\:|_\':lr-|-, 1878- Miss Charlotte Fisher. 1876- €%

Mr. McNeil was librarian in the yvear 1872, succeedine Dr.
Thompson, but Miss Alice Chandler, assistant, had the care

of the library. Sinece that year s

e has been the librarian,
having the assistance of Miss Mary E. Fisher, and Miss BeHe
Liyman. A
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