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PREFATORY NOTE 

OF THE 

COMMITTEE OF PUBLICATION. 

THE definite duty of this committee has been to procure the 

preparation and publication of a History of the town. As related 

hereafter, the hope of finding the materials for such a history, 

gathered by that accomplished annalist, the late Joseph Wil

lard, Esq., in a condition for publication, had been disappoint

ed; and although there were natiYes of the town who were com

petent to write its History, yet their engagements would have 

prevented. Indeed, before the vote, under which the committee 

were· appointed, was passed, "the preparation" had been assigned, 

by very general consent, to the Reverend Mr. l\1:arvin, lately l\1:in

ister of one of the religious societies of the town, and who, thongh 

but for a few years a resident, was accredited with the desired 

gifts and experience for the work, and was at leisure to undertake 

it. , Aside from the business of " publication," the co-operation 

of his colleagues with l\Ir. 1\-Iarvin has been only advisory; and to 

him alone belongs any literary merit which may attach to the book 

that is now presented to subscribers and to the public. The com

mittee do not hold themselves responsible for any statements of 

opinion which be has made, nor, either in general or in detail, 

for the manner in which he has executed his task; but they 

must not omit to say that, in their judgment, be has discharged 

his obligations to the town with ability and fidelity; that their 

official association with him bas been very pleasant and profitable 
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to them ; an<i that they confidently believe that his readers will 

derive in a good degree the satisfaction from his labors which, 

without doubt, it bas been his ambition to deserve. How much 

time and anxious research such labors involve, is not readily 

estimated by the inexperienced or superficial observer of the re

sults. The production of this book having been limited to two 

years, that errors of omission and of commission will be detected 

in it, the committee and the author take for granted. Notifica

tion to him or to them of any such errors, will he esteemed a 

favor. Though :Th1r. Remiclr bas been happy in his sketch, yet the 

committee would have been glad to give another representation of 

the great Elm, in a photograph direct from nature, and taken, per

haps, in winter ; but convenience did not serve, and uniformity in 

the style of the illustrations seemed to be desirable. Aclmowl

·edgments are due to Mr. J. E. Farwell, a native of Lancaster, 

for his friendly zeal in carrying the manuscript through his press 

at prices hardly remunerative to him. It only remains to be 

said that this address has been written as if Mr. Marvin were 

not a member of the committee, and to commend the sentiment 

of one distinguished as historian and poet, in his own words :

"Whatever strengthens our local attachments is favourable both 

to individual and national character. Show me a m~n who cares 

no more for one place than another, and I will show you in that 

same person one who loves nothing but himself. You have no 

hold on a human being whose affections are without a taproot." 



. ~-~ 
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72 Jer. Hays. 111 B. Houghton, 
73 C.L. Wilder, jr., Jas. A. Arnold. 

C. B. Hemen- 112 E. Haven, 
way, A. F. Nutting, 

Frank Sargent. Morris Bolan. 
74 Mr. Phelps, 113 Mrs. J. Haven, 

MoRes .Tone , Miss J. Brown. 
John Sullivan. 114 Oliver Brown, 

75 C.)(': K11ight, l Arah Ellenlt'ood, 
Wm. J. Knight. Patrick Powers. 

76 N. Robinson. 115 1\1. Kinnecom. 
77 Nath'l Warner, 116 Charles Eaton, 

N'l Warner, jr., C. Eaton, jr., 
J' John Fuller, S. Brahanny. 

/ N. F. Sawtelle, 117 Comb shop, 
78 Wm.Blanchard, Thomas Phelp.s, 

John Carr, Mr. Derby. 
Tim. \Varner, 118 John l\laynard, 
E. H. Sargent, G. l\1aynarcl. < J. L ca. ,,;-r. ''" 
Alfred \Vyman. 119 "\.Lawton, ' 

79 l\1. Knight, J.\1rs. L. Lewis, 
J . \VilliamR, H. Schumaker, 
W. Matthrws. C. fichumaker. 
D. "\V Matthews, 120 J. Carter, l\I. D., 

80 0 1 d B o 11 e s C. Carter, 1\l.D., 
place, Geo. Robinson's 

Dea. 0. Rtuclley. tavern, 
81 E. W. \Vhitney, B. W. Willard, 

S. Bannister, Edward Phelps, 
Edgar Sargent, Almshouse. 
Geo. S. Colburn. 121 1\Ir. Heard., .h. a.._...... ft. 

82 JamesRugg. Old pauper 
83 Nath'l Gould, house. 

l\Iiss Rtone, 122 Miss S. l\-1ay-
D. \V. Jackson, nard. 
l\lrs. ::\loeg;lin. 123 Joseph Wilder, 

84 \Vm Gould, G. \Vilder, 
JoRiah N. Rugg. \Vm. Townsend, 

85 Daniel Rugg, N. \Vorcester, 
Samuel Rugg·, F. 0. Jackson. 
House and saw 124 Af'ahel Tower, 

mill. Simon Thomp· 
86 P. Houghton. son, 
87 John Robbins, Mrs. L. Thomp-

S . Sander. n, son . 
P l\lcGovern 125 Site of school-

88 John Goodwin. house. 
89 ThoR Divoll, 126 H. Lawton, 

I<~. 1-V. Divoll. Sewell Sargent, 
90 \Vm. Nichols, Ira Sav;ryer. 

N. ~uexander, 127 Old Ballard 
A. Sargent. place, r ') 'f•-· 

92 l\lr Cooleclge. Jcr. Ballard, 
93 Peter Atherton. H. Lawton, 
94 R. CleYerlv. Tnos. Lawton. 
95 Jot;. Clevei·ly. lc~ ~.Baldwin, 
96 Tinker Robbins H. W. Willa.i:d. 
97 R. Depeutron. 129 J. Critchley. 
98 AnRel Tvler, jr., ~30 ThoR. Ballard, 

John Si)inney. E. Ballard, 
99 l\1. Burnham, H. Linenkem-

AnRPl Tyler, sr., per, 
D.l\IcCarthv. Formerly a tav- 7 100 Daniel Clark, ern. 
B. Fanner 131 Wm. Ballard, 

101 l\Ir. PhillipR, C. \Vinter. 

I 

John Ha. kell, 132 A. Sargent, 
S. \Vhitncy, Zopher Sargent. 
Ramuel Jones, 133 Old A. allel Tow-
Joseph l\Iorse, er place, 
H. l\Iurphy, Snell 'Vaue, 



133 ,Tohn .Albee, 
B. S. Phelps. 

134 Tenants. 
135 Sam. Wilder. 
136 Jeremiah Fales, 

F. Houghton. 
137 S. Houghton, 

Jacob Willard, 
Samuel Rugg, 
James Vorse. 

138 Joel Osgood, 
JohnRugg. 

139 Joel Osgood. 
140 Samuel Jones, 

Luther Jones, 
J. Goodell. 

141 Zopher Jones, 
.-it_ S. Jones, jr., 
1.~ «...._ J. Fletcher. 
~ :.;uet6() · 142 John Tracey, 
=---~ .ct ~-- ~ Peter Lynch. 'vtt.t ~ ~ 143 Mrs. 1\1onroe. 

~144M. Divoll, 
u. - Henry Thorn, 

~
~ Henry Moulter. 
45 E. Whitney. 

11• ~ 46 Samuel Adams, 
,}./'P"~J ll'~l · Elisha Fletcher. 

148 Daniel Stearns, 
Miss D. Stearns. 

149 Old Joslyn 
place, 

Peter Joslyn. 
150 Luke Stowe, 

J. Cunning ham. 
151 Nathan Puffer. 
152 0 1 d Fletcher 

place, 
John Fletcher, 
Josh. Fletcher, 
Wm. Fletcher, 
W. Fletcher, jr., 
Otis Fletcher, 
Patrick Burke. 

153 John Windett, 
Dan'l McCarty. 

John Fletcher, 
(sou~h of 153.) 

"154 Mr. Lincoln, 

'- b~~a~~~~~. 
155 R. Fletcher. 
156 James Langin. 
157 Abel Rug!!;, 

Samuel Allen, 
Zephas Rugg, 
D. S. Matthews. 

158 William Puffer, 
David Osgood, 
Mrs. Lord. 

159 Mr. Rogers, 
Polly Conquer

ette, 
John Laughton, 
Wm. H. Blood. 

160 John Rugg, 
Joel Osgood, 
De a. P. Osgood, 
F. W. Johnson. 

·; 161 Alpheus Carter, 
Miss L. Carter, 
Eli Carter, 
James Swan. 

162 Isaac Rugg, 
JoelRugg, 
Otis Hunt, 
Pat'k Murphy, 
Levi P. Wood. 

163 Old Tannery, 
Ephraim Carter, 
John Carter, 

t«ro ~ l. . . . Thomas Taylor, 
·~F. D. Taylor. 

[164 Ephraim Carter, 
.., ~ ~ \_ Levi Stow, 

t"1- 1 J Peter Lynch. 
. 165 Mr. Divoll, 

1\Ir. Flagg. 
166 Old Wilder 

S......._twd<ttv place, 
e David ·wilder, 

Joel 'Vilder, 2d, 
L.W. Spaulding, 

~.)a 
166 A. W. Howe."' 190 Jonas Fairbank, 
167 D. Wilder, jr., Eliphalet Bal-

fiss S. Prescott, lard, 
Mr. Williamf;, George Howard. 
Alfred Heald. 191 Burton ·walker. 

168 Tim'y Fletcher, 192 William Rugg, 
Miss Elizabeth John Sergeant, 

Fletcher, G. Green, 
:Miss Mary A. John Walsh. 

Fletcher, 193 Caleb Howard, 
Miss E. Bennett, Geo. Buttrick. 
Chas. E. Blood. 193t Jos. Maynard, 

169 Jacob Lincoln, Tim. Hastings, 
Isaac N. Cutler. Mrfo\. Lois :Sar-

170 M. Stevenson, re_tt, 
Miss L. Steven- Mrs. C e ph as 

son, Rugg. 
J. ·H. Maynard. 194 Cyrus Fairbank, 

171 Chipperous Mr. Peabody, 
Rugg .''ff:oJona. Wilder, 

Jos. M~ynard, Joseph Wilder, 
John Maynard, 0. A. Smith, 
A. P. Nickerson. Mrfo\. N. Good-

172 Dr. Litta,. rich, 
Peter Joslyn, Ed. C. Swift. 
Wm. Matthews, 196 Jo>'eph James, 
Mr. Hennessey. Patnck Covle. 

173 Abel Rugg, 197 Dea. J. Wilder, 
Chas. Emerson, Chas. J. 'Vilder. 
Geo. Greenway, 198 Silas Thurston. 
N. Rand, 199 S. Thurston, jr. 
J. Webb, 200 Eber Goddard, 
C. Brockelmann. Samuel Sibley, 

174 Hooker Osgood, C. P. Handy. 
Mrs. Webb, 201 Lincoln .John-
B. ~,()'-v.-uk
Ernest Guede. 

175 J ona. Osgood, 
G. Speiser. 

176 Jer. Falef;, 
William Divoll, 
L. Sawyer. 

177 Manasseh Wil-
der 

Joseph Wilder, 
'Vm. Toombs, 
Sam. M. Hines, 
Gen. T. Davis, 

~i'M. Clark, 
Rev. Hubbard 

Winslow, 
Sewell Day, 
E. W. Smith: 

178 Pitili]rGess, ? 
~. 
Jonas GosR, 
Jonas Goss, · 

179tWm. Wildei' W 
Eben. Bragg, 
A. J. Bancroft. 

180 Luke Wildef; 
Jos. Maynard, 
B. Gould, 
Tilly Brockway, 
John S. Pope. 

181 John Wilder, 
Benj. Wilder, 

1 G. K. Tuttle. 
182 Hiram Hosmer, 

Wm. H. McNeil, 
Dr. Newton, 
Mrs. Libbey. 

183 Old house rre
moved. 

184 John ~uller, 
Rufus Maynard, 
H. F. Hosmer, 
Hiram Hosmer. 

185 Jona. Wilder, 
"- J. Thurston, jr., 

Joseph Parker, 
Geo. A. Parker. 

J.:86 ~~~~ :g;l~l~;ttgg: 
187 Jona. Buttrick, 

Widow But
trick, 

Jona. Buttrick, 
E. W. Buttrick. 

188 Amos Sawyer, 
Caleb Howard, 
John Fuller. 

189 M. Staples, 
·~Sawyer. 

190 {J!'airbank place, 

}.r~r-.:1 1' o/ 

son, 
Mr. Bell, 
Mrs. Bell. 

202 Samuel Sibley. 
203 Capt. Grandy, 

Dollison place, 
Sidney Howard, 
C Bingham. 

204 Eph. :1\'IcRell. 
205 'Vm. Trimble. 
206 Parley Ham· 

mond, 
Widow Ham-

d, 
J . Monroe. 

207 0 1ghton, 
Capt. Jno. Whit

ney, 
Wm. H. Carr. 

208 Thomas Miller. 
209· Jos. Malanf;on. 
210 George Taylor. 
211 Jof;eph Lemire.• 
212 N. H. Larkin, 
213 Eel. K enny. 
214 'Vm. 1\IcRell. 
215 John Cannon. 
216 D. Hoban. 

NORTH VILLAGE. 

[See page 765.] 

1 Major Jacob 
Fisher, 

Gen. J. Whiting, 
Miss Maria 

Whiting, 
Edward Tracey, 
"\Vm. A. Power::. 

2 Solon 'Vhiting, 
1\lrs. Green, 
James Ordway. 

3 Jonas Johnson, 
John Lyon, 
Michael Read. 

5 Benj. Chandler, 
GeorgP Safford, 
Michael Dacey. 

6 James Newhall, 
Miss Eliza New

hall. 
.:1 Benj. FostE'r, 
7 Widow M. Wil

der, 
Mich'l Mahoney, 

8 Asa Arnold, 
Mrs. l\L Barnes, 
Mrs. Emily 

Leighton, 

8 Asher Jewett. 
9 Tenement. 

10 Levi Prescott, 
.Henj. Farmer, 
Chas . Bigelow, 
Levi Damon, 
Tenants. 

[No. 10 was nearly 
opposite No. 11, 
south of the road.] 

11 Dr Calvin Carter, 
Sewell Carter, 
John M. Wash

burn, 
Job n E. Farns

worth. 
12 Sewell Carter's 

store . 
13 Caleb Lincoln, 

Isaac Childs, 
Thos. E. Blood. 

14 Old school·house. 
15 Elijah Parmen

ter. 
16 M'rtin Campbell, 
17 Old Wriiford 

house, 
Michael Burke. 

18 L. Coburn, 
Jackson. 

19 Mrs. Roxy Free· 
man. 

20 Wm. H. Blood, 
Mrs. Laughton. 

21 John A. Haskell, 
Drs. Lyon and 

Bellows. 
Henry Jewell. 

22 J. Douglass, 
G. L. Huntin~. 

23 L . .Hruce, · liJ-..
'1'. A. G. I}untmg, 
W. A. Hunting. 

24 Henj. Morse. 
25 S. Wil1ier, 

Alex. Potter. 
26 Jo•iah Billings, 

Edward Phelps, 
Josiah Fay, 
l~ e nj. B. OtiR. 

27 .John 'fownsPnd, 
James Mallard, 
Sylvester Phelps, 
,Joel W. Phelps. 

28 Olrl store ot L. 
Lewis. 

29 Levi Lewis, 
'Van·en Davis, 
1<~. Macomber. 

30 Hotel, Jacob 
Fisher, 

Crt. Mr. B1·adley, t~\7 
Isaac Childs, -
Elbridge Hough

ton, 
Cha~. Fairbank. 

31 Abra. Mallard, 
Warren Davis. 

32 C. ·Brirll!e, 
Pat'k ~iitchell. · 

33 Z. PriPst, 
Miss III. Willard. 

34 .Jacob Fisher,jr., 
Calvin Holman. 

35 E. CartPr !fisher, 
C. N. Robbins. 

36 J. Gool'lwin, jr., 
Benj. Hawkes, 
Mrs. Houghton. 

37 Old tavern, 
~Bennett,<' 1.. 
J.D. Miles, 
Many landlords, 
Mrs. Harris. 

38 Stowe's wheel-
wright shop . 

39 Moses Stowe. 
40 SPwell T. Rugg. 
41 Black~mith shop. 
42 Maj. J :tc. Fisher. 

H. B. 1-\tratton, 
~Ir. Kimball, 
Dr. Barron, 
Dr. Newton. 
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MAP OF THE CEN· 24 J. White. 46 John Lyon, 
TER. 25 Jonas Lane, John Brooks. 

~- David Osgood, N. Wyman. 
[See page~] Tenants. 49 Jeremiah Lyon, 
t G. A. Johnson. 26 Site of ancient Jas. Chandler. 
2 Henry Wilder ,I house, 50 Chas. A. Chick-

H. S Nourse.t"'· • Brick-kiln. erinp;, 
3 ~. 27 13rick yard. Mrs. M. Woods, 
~ 28 Old toll-house, 1\frs.O.Carter. 
Jehn-'fffikei:, Paul Whiting, 51 Henry C. Shaw, 
J,la;jer S Wil- Alvinza Lane, 52 John Waters, 

lard, John Glynn, :1\-lrs. E. Patrick, 
C~ns, Levi Ball. Rev. S. C. Kim-
:ehiHp-GGS>.J, 29 Mr. Carter, clall, 
Sim:oR-Stw:ens, l\lrs. Gay, .. James Rgss~ 

• Col; &;·WilffiFd, Mr. Lancey. 53 Mrs. Ecle'~ 
,. Col. A. Will::trd, 30 l.\Ir. Phelps, Joel Wilder.t.-mo 
'\ Samuel Willard, Rob. Townsend, 54 Ed. Hayes. 

l\Irs. Ann Good- W. Townsend, 55 \Vm. Russell, 
hue, l\lr. Giles, :1\-lrs. Russell. 

Henry \Vilder, Oliver Carter, 56 Luke Bigelow, 
Ephraim Avery, John Lyon, :1\-lrs. Bragg. 
Sewell D1y Emery \Vhite. 57 Arba Estey. 

4 Mrs. D. Weld, 31 Pliny ewell, 58 Palm leaf shop, 
Henry A Bliss. Anthony Lane~-, n 1> l\1 r ~ T r oW· 

5 Chas. L. Wilder. Tltos. Gates, · <I • bndge, 
6 R. Houghton, l\Irs. l\lattoon.\'< I Mrs. \Vhitne)!;. 

Abel Wilder, 32 01 d Beman 59 Ezra Sawyer 
l\Ir. \Vhitwell, place, Joel Wilder, 
Eben Torrey, Jos. Beman, J. Farnsworth, 
D. \Vhitman, \Vidow Aaron Jonas Wheeler, 
1\fr.l\ioffat Phelps, F. H. Thom~-

A~-7 .l>aniel Waldo, Elijah Coburn, son, 1\I.D:,~t r~ 
· ~loses Carleton, \Vm. S. Locke. Chas. J. \Vilder, 
(4-/ Dr Baker, 33 Joel Phelps, 60 Deacon Wales' 

H. Prescott, S. Phelp>', store, 
L. A. Seymour, Som_es White, ~r JAIWl-r.school 
D'l Bemis, E:sq. DaVId Barton, .tf , o1.ls1J,"' <t': 

8 Jona. Whitney, Seth French, . Carter, M.D., 
Eph. 'Vhitney, A. J. Far n s- Dan'l Stowell. 
F. Nour~e, ·worth, 61 Elias Danforth, 
Hor'e Faulkner, Mrs. Adams, Miss Eliza Dan-
Ephraim Avery. S. Houghton. forth. 

9 John Da vid:;on, 34 Sam 'l Barrett, 62 A a r on Mose-
A~a Bee. Ahijah \Vhite, man, 

10 Jonas \Vhitney, Widow l\laquil- ~gratio Bailey. 
1-tev. Jonathan lan, 63~J.Andrews, 

E. E<lwarcls, Erlward Wilcox, c. l\fatt. \Yoods, 
Geo. W. Frost, l\lr<:. S.Cogswell. \Vm. Holder. 
Nicholas Fro.,;t. 35 George Phelps, 6-}.,Joseph Breck, 

11 l\Irs. 'Valtou, John Horsley, ·J. Huntington, 
Rev. F. B. Doe, John Richards, C. T. Symmes. 
H. KrtiRi, "IS' Jno. R.'\Vyman. 65 H on. John 
l\Ir,;. P. Childs, 36 Si1e of cabinet Sprague, 
Rufus Chihls. factories. Peter T. Vose, 

1~ J'ohn \Vhite. 37 S. R. Damon's S. J. S. Vose, 
13 John White, tenants. Rev. AlfredEm-

Joseph \Vhite, 38 Beman placP, e r ,;on, 
John White, Charles Saffonl. 
Ram F. White, 39 0 1 d Phelp s. Cephas Rugg. 
Peter 0 'goo l, place, 166 Elias Danforth, 
David O~good, Wm. Phelps, John&\.. Shaw, 
I~ Hougl1ton. Abijah Phelps, George Dodge, 

14 yath'l " ·yman, Eflw'<l Phelps, Jof'. C. Stevens, 
Benj. \Vvman, \Vm. Phelps, J. A. E. Royce. 
Chas. Wyman, Jacob Phelps. 67 Mrs. A. Lane. 
1\[r,;. N. Wyman, 40 J. Hawkes, jr., 68 J. L. S. Thomp-
B. F. Wyman. P. Houghton, son, l\l.D. 

15 Tenants. B. Farnsworth. 69 Aaron Willard, 
16 J__ohn-White, 41 •Widow John Le.viWithtTd, 

John Tavlor, Hawkes. Gen. Greenleaf, 
Samuel,Jones, B. Farn<;worth. Dr. Greenleaf, 
Jona. Hildreth, 42 Silas 'Villard, Hon. \Vm. Sted-
Jona. Locke, .Jo eph l[pton, man, 
1\lr. Cornet, Carl Selr£:er, Tim. H. Carter, 
""m. ThompRon, John \Yuey, "- :\Irs Southwick, 
N. C. Hawkins. A. C. Putnam. I Rev. :i\-1. C. Steb-

17 S it e of m a 1 t 43 Aaron Phelps, hins, 
house. Reth Sargent, William A. Kil-

18 Site of 0. Hunt, \Y. TownHend, bourn, 
Abel White, Isaac Childs, 1\frs. John G. 
Benj. Rice. A. I. Stone. Thur!'ton, 

19 Eli ~teams, 44 Site of Phelps' A.D. Edgecomb, 
Mr. Kidder, place, l\l.D., 
A. Barnef', Eben. C'. Mann. A. E. Vinal. 
Jona~:~ \Vheeler, 45 Dr. J. Ha-wkes, 70 P. 1\lcLoughlin. 
H enry Howard, B. Farnsworth, 71 0 1 d B r u c e 
Ram. R. Damon. sr., hou!:e, 

20 'Vm. Chandler. 1fi;;s D. Farns- R. Cummings, 
21 Patrick Ci-lynn. worth, 1\I.D., · 
22 ::\rr~ .. J. Hn~kell, M "!S L. Farns- Franl{ . yulle t. 

::\ti"" R. I!askell, , Y.'orth, 72 :\liRs l\1. Whit-
J. Farmwll~h. I \l 'iVm. D:nnon, ney, 

23 Phelps'~ John Hyde the 1\Iiss Angelina 
'Vm. Phelps, hatter, Farnsworth. 
Gard'r Phelps. ~yt...,·r t'lwlns, 73 Ancient bouse, 

73 Rev. N. Thayer, 97 Tenants, 
l\1. Smith, Esq., \Vm. Taylor, 
Benj. F. Tidd, \Vm. Nowell, 
1\1. Carleton, James ·watson. 
1\frs. Carleton. 98 John Daniels, 

74 Ezra Sawyer, 99 Samuel A. Hast-
Lyman Moore, _,inagzs'a r· e 

11 
e 

Jos. Whitney, N 
l\lrs. Whitney. Houghton. 

75 Brick Academy. Jer. Mitchell. 
76 Town Hall. 100 Michael Eagan. 
77 l\Iemorial Hall. 101 Eli Stearn's old 
78 Old Whitcomb c a r p e n t e r 

house, shop; John 
G. R. M. Whit- R. Wyman's 

ington, Esq., house and 
Mrs. Gordon, beer shop; 
C. A. Chicker- Chas. Cobb's 

ing pocket book 
79 Pock~t b o o k shop ; Joseph 

shop, P u t n e y ' s 
G. A. Johnson, dwelling. 
Atkins & Dut- 102 Chas. ·wyman, 

ton, \V. D. Whitney, 

R~e~~~~\~;.· J o~~~. 1\1. Da-
80 Charles Col>b, 103 John Tracey. 

S. ·whiting, E>'q. 104 Wm. N. Brown, 
Rev. \Y. DeLoss Jame Xourse. 

Love, jr., 105 1\lr s. Peggy 
81 H. Barrett, l\litchell, 

1\fr:-;. Rraclley, Mich'l ::\Iurray. 
1\liss Levantia 106 Mr. Briggs, 

Bradley, G. \V. l\latthews, 
J.D. Butler, 107 James Watson. 
LeRoy Z. Col- 108 Aug. Thoming, 

lins. 1\lrs. Latan. 
82 Henry C. Brown. 109 Jrunes 1\IcEvoy, 
83 Solon Wilder. Ifl- 10 Martin Kelley, 
84 Col. J. Wilson, Martin Lynch. 

e.. Solon W. John- 111 Jer.l\Ioore, 
SV.I1.~. K Jonas Wheeler, 

~}.t. Gibbs, JoR. Fletcher. 
H. Barrett. 112 Lemuel D. Saw-

85 George Carter, ver 
J8''f 15Rev. L. R. Paige, Dani~l Haverty, 

Henry Lincoln, \Vidow Savage, 
1\l.D., Rev. A. E. Law-

1\lrs. Lincoln, renee, 
Mrs. Eliza Dana, Mrs. P. B. Edes, 
Mr . A 1 m i r a 113 Samuel A.. Hast-

Hyde. ings, 
86 Hotel Lancas- Tenants, 

ter, George A. John-. 
1\Ir . ..;Elcler,J~ son, 

f Nath'l Rand, E. Carter Fisher 
< 1\lr. Pierce, 114 Brick store, 

Jos . . Maynard, Miss S. Brown, 
George Fitchl(f 115 Josiah Bridge 
1\llfi.:Heyward, t .o. • and Charles 

>'l.nlj._Thompson, Bridge, house 
Jer. 1\loore, ,,., .l. and store, _.... 
Elisha Taft, . Tenants, 
Henry B. Gow- Nath. Rand, 

ing, owner.l'ii ~ Mrs; Rand, 
87 Club house, for: Jer. Moore. 

merly a print- 116 Wm. Parks, 
i n g o ffi c e Isaiah l\Ioore, 
clown the lane; 1\lr. Bennett, 
used as stu- Chris. Pollard, 
dents' hoard- Jno. \V. Barnes, 
ing-house, 117 G. K. Richards, 

Tenants, 1\lrs. Sally :Ual-. 
Ram'l A. Burns, lard, 
Freel. Z. Farns- 1\liss Haunah 

·worth, ~lallard. 
E. J. Forbush. 118 1\lany tenants, 

88 l\liss Deborah ,John Harford, 
Stearns, Frank Hadley. 

Chas.A. Lyman, 119 Dr. J. L. S. 
l\liss Lucy Puf- Thompson's 

fer. Drug store. 
89 B 1 a c k smith 120 Old store, 

shop. l oHt office. 
90 L. :\1. Harvey, 121 J. \Y. Hunting-

John E~an, ton, Esq., 
91 Henry u. Shaw, 1\Irs. Hunting-
. Jas. ~lcLough- ton. 

lin. 122 Moses Smith, 
92 ThoR. Durwin, Esq., 
93 Fardy Dolphin. Rev. Asa Pack-
94 ~\Iicll'lrl Connor. anl, 
95J.\Vindett,jr., 'Rev. Charles 

Eben. Bng-g:, Packard, 
Henry Ho.s~~· Samuel True, 

96 John Marr7·· Jacob Fisher, 



122 Mrs. Fisher. 2 Nath. Thayer. 24 Wiclow.Ballard, 
123 Lancasterbank. 3. Rev. T. Harring- Vi'm. Bal!anl, 
124 John Albee. ton, F. Plummer, 
125 "\Vil<ler S. Thurs- Rev . Dr. N . • George_Jioward, 

ton, Thayer. Daniert'!Ioward. 
G Cummings 4 Joshua F letcher, 25 Elias Sawyer, 
:Di·. H. C. Ke~- Chas. T. Fletcher. Elijah Sawyer, 

ur ick. 5 John Goodwin, 5q,..J1/.1lfn.s_]illgcr.. 
126 Merrick Ri ce, Esq., 26 R.eV.;r.-'"PrcntiCe, 

Esq., Eben Sawyer, Isrne l Atherton, 
Gayto n P ick- Luke Bigelow. M.D., 

man, 6 Luke Rugg, Luke Rugg, 
J as. G. Carter, John Deane, Chas. Humphrey, 
Peter T. Homer , Jas. Chandler, H. D . Humphrey. 
SolomonCarter1 Tenants, 27 Stephen Gray, 
Rev. G. M. Bar- Chas. H. Wilder Rufus Eager, 

tol, Alfred Heald. Patrick Burke. 
Dr. H . C. Ken- 7 Joseph Sprague, 28 A. P. Fairbank. 

drick, Green-houses. 28t Patrick Dil lon. 
Rev. George R. 8 Chas. H . Arnold, 29 A. Houghton, 

Leavitt, Joseph Scully, Rufus 1\faynard. 
Mrs. E . M. Geo. Michie. 30 S. N. Haskell, 

Greene. li12. 9 ,V. H. Newman , 1\:lissB. Golding, 
127 Rev. A. P . Mar- Henry Miller, Michael Kelley. 

vin. l'i Mrs. G. Howard, 31 Sanford 'Vilder, 
128 Rev. Amos E. "\Valter H . Goss, Patrick Golding. 

Lawrence, Thomas Hicl<.ey. 32 Benj . Gould, 
Rev. George M. 10 GBNewman, lfl l John Rice. 

Bartol. 1\Il·l· L . Newman, 33 Geo. "\V. Howe, 
129 1\Ioses Carleton, "\V. H. Newman, Albion K . Gibbs, 

Henry Swift, Henry Haskins. ~~ 'Veeks. 
apt. Spaliling, 11 Col. F . B. Fay, 3-f Geo. W . Howe. 

Capt. E . Greene, Mrs. Fay. 35 George Stratton. 
1\1 r s . E. 1\1. 12 Rev. J. '\Vhiting, 36 Elisha Turner, 

Gr eene, Rev. A. Gardner , Warren "\Yilson. 
Fr ank Brock- Garrio;onhouse, 37 Elijah "\Vilder, 

way, \"61"1..- Levi 'Villard, Col. John ·wilson, 
Frank P. Breed, l\Irs. ' Villard, John Swan, 
Green·hou se. Tim. Fletcher. James Pitts, 

130 Peter Green, 13 Samuel "\Vard, C. II. Lawrence, 
Mr. Wri:fiord, Nath. Chandler, Peter Gordon . 
Moses Peasley, Mrs.lVI. G. 'Vare. 38 Old comb shop, 
Gilman B. Par- 14-Srte g:tJ?t eseoWs John Townsenrl, 

ker. ~ ,V. A. l\L Bailey, 
131 Benj . Foster, 15 Rev. E. H. Sears, H. F. Hosmer. 

1\Iany occu- Geo. A. Tower, 38t Lean<ler Rowell. 
pants, Professor &.:-ft 39 Old house moved 

Rebuilt in 1871, ~,WJU: from Sandy 
by "\Vright S. G. F. Chandler. Hill; became 
Keyes. Green-house. h Leach's tavern, 

132 1\'1 r s . Solomon 16 0 ld tavern, Austin Davis, 
Carter, Samuel Locke, Hollis B . Woods, 

•.. •· TelMnts. Mrs. Andrews, Other landlords, 
133 John Lyon, Torrey Fitch, Mrs. B. J?. Rice. 

Capt. Obed Pul· J~, 40 Simeon Bowman, 
sifer,. Jas. Wise, S. II. Tumer. 

J no. A . Haskell, 'Vm. Reed, 41 Silas Sawyer, 
Tailor shop, 20 K ew house, Antholly Sawyer, 

or 30 hands, Lucius Farwell, Anson l~urtm1. 
M rs . Gwynn, 'Vm. A. Kilbourn. 42 S. Nourse, 
Joshu a A. Lane. 17 Josiah Flagg, l\Irs. Julia Fay. 

134 John G. Chand- Samuel Flagg, 43 James Rugg-, 
ler. · .' ..., I • J. G. Thurston, 1\I r s . 1\I on t-

135 1\-Irs. L.Wlutn ey. Jolm A. Rice. p:omery. 
136 0 l d J o s 1 y n 18 Store of D . K. 44 Tim' Fairbank. 

place, . Wilder, 45 "\Vtc ow Thurston . 
Josly~s m suc- Eliphas Ballard, eter Thurston, 

cesswn, Mrs. Andrews, l\Irs. R. Sawyer. 
Capt. H~tssey, Mrs. J . "\Viltler, 46 Joel Wilder, jr., 
, V.J.,Vhtttaker, "\Vm. G. Wilder. 'Varren Da,vis, 
"\V. L. Ward!,- . 19 Captain WtJd, Hollis B. Davi::;, 
' Vm. H . ntc:Neil. J~ Bowers, James "\Vise, 

137 Old Tavern, . Benjamin Holt, ~Irs . Wi.'C'. 
T·h e Pop k 1 n 1\Ir~. Trowbridge, 4'7 J. G. Thurston, 

house, . Daniel Goss . Josiah Flagg, 
Mr. ~opkm, . 20 F . Plummer, Samuel Flagg, 
Sam l 1\Ian nmg, George Fitch, l\Iiss Sally Flagg. 

M.D ., MrR. S. "\V. Fitch. 48 .JohnFuiler, 't.. 
Nath. P eabody, 21 Charles Sawyer, Edw. M. Fuller. 

1\'I.D. Rev. Dr. C. Rob · 49 PetcrFay, 
138 0 l d Jo s ly n bins, Mrs. Fay, 

p lace, "\Vm. G. ' Vilder, Tenants. 
J oslyn descend- L. G . Cilley, 50 Levi Priest, 

ants, ~ · Austin I. Phelps. 1\Irs. H. Coburn. 
Jacob Swee er, 22 Moses Sawyer, \'it\ 

0
51 Tenants, 

Mrs. Sweet r, 1\Irs. Sally Case,'" ·~ W . H. Hcnnesey. 
ThoR. B . Warren, Jos. D . Maynard, 52 ChaR. Strout, 
Fred. H . John- Rev. L . D.l\Iears, Henry R. Hagar. 

son. \f6i'L "\Vm.- C. "\Yarren.v 53 George Lowe. 
23 Jos~1 Bowers, A. Olmsted. 

T. Bancroft, ~Walter C. Tiice. 
S. N . Haskell, 5f5l~Butler. 
l\liss C. Sweetzer , 56 Factory ten e -
G. F . Haines. ment . 

SOUTH L . .A.NCASTER. 

[See page 724.] 

. 1 Hook er Osg ood. 24 Joh n Ballar d , 57 Mark Barrett. 

H :J . • 1;>~t.. ~ 
/ 

58 Ephrai~"Jl Fuller, 
Silas Apen, r:l 
S. Bancroft, 

58 David A . Dean. 
59 l\Iartin Kelley. 
60 Thomas Fayhee, 

l\Irs. Faybee. 
61 Bryan Golding, 

[north of the 
road.] 

62 T. Killfoil, 
J. T. Killfoil. 

63 l\Iicbael Fury. 
6-! 1\Ir. Fairbank, 

Chas. IL Barnes. 
65 Mr. Sawin. 
66 D . A . Carter, 

P . R. l\Iansfield, 

1
Geo. Sampson. · 
Elias Bennett, 
Daniel Carter, 
Samuel Carter, 

\F Dan. A. Carter, 

t ~~~~~- ~~1{,~~~is . 
6~Boarding house, 

Tenement house, 
Frank Coughlin, 
Peter Roake. 

69 Charles Burdett. 
70 Old card factory, 

Asahel Tower, 
Simeon Bowman, 
Peter .Joglin, 
Jno. W. Damon, 
Wid ow li ey-

ward, 
Wm. Scrivener, 
Wm. Wood, 
Julius ·wilder. 

7tsahel Tower, 
·.Houghton, 

<..phraim Fuller, 

Yenry J~::well, 
Ezra Burton. 

7 "eter Sawyer, 
Thomas Tttylor, 
Tenants, 
G. W. Welling

ton, 

Carter Wilder . 
73 T1evi Green. 

Ephraim Fuller. 
74 Newton Sweet, 

H. N. Sweet, 
I~vci Grt>en . 

75 John Bennett, 
John Edgarton. 

76 .John Bennett. 
77 William Henry. 
78 - -Nicholson. 
79 Chas. H. Wilder. 

79~ l'liich'I Conway. 
~Howe, 
~Snow, 
l\1rs . W. A . l\1. 

Bailey. 
81 J.,ewis Priest. 
82 Austin Davis, 

Eli HowP. 
83 l'llrs. B. F . Rice, 

Alonzo Ball. 
81 l\Irs. Harris, 

Chapin Harris. 
85 l\Iinanl Wood. 
86 nores Robinson, 

Chas. B . Palmer, 
87 H. A. Weston 
88 George F. Rich

mond. 
89 Dennis W. John-

son, 
W. W.Lyman . 

90~e, 
~r, 
~r, 
Amos "\Vheeler, 
"rright S. 1\:('yes, 
Dr. H. V. Stone, 
H . .B. Stratton. 

91 Mrs. C. S. Lake. 

OLD COMMON. 

[See page _m.] 
1 Dea. Haven, 

R. Houghton, 
Hor'e Faulkner, 
E. "\V. Moore, 
Jas. Broderick. 

2 Silas Fairbm1k, 
John Davidson. 

3 Haran Eager, 
Samuel Eager. 

4 Paul Faulkner, 
E . Bathrick, 
Joshua Freeman. 

5 H . C. Harriman . 
6 William Targett, 

.,.'t...drian Nourse. 
7-- Moore, 
8 School-house. 
9 Ohl Tavern, 

T. Whiting, 
T. "\Vhiting, jr., 
S. Jewett, 
Joseph B . nioore, 
Third meeting-

house. 
10 Gen. J . Whiting, 

0. Carter, store, 
f!t.u 1\Irs. Stillwell, 
rt.a-Jona. P. Nolu'Se, 

J . A . Messenger, 
Old Academy. 

11 Thomas Safford, 
Dr. D . Gootlrich, 
D . S. Robertson, 

1\I.D., 
Miss A. Parks, 
1\Ir. "\Voodwarcl, 
Rev. 1\larc.Ames. 

12 Abner Pollard, 
S. A . Hastings, 
Orice Kil1g, 
Supt.'s house. 

13 Old Store, 
l\loses Eme..):son, 
- - Pcny,1.S~.., 
--Boynton, 
Dea. F:"\Yhitnev. 

14 Industrial school, 
No. 4. 

15 Industrial school, 
:Ko; 1. 

16 Industrialschool. 
No. 2. · 

17 Chapel. 
18 Levi "\Yilder, 
'f... Sir Robt. Carnes, 

Sir F . Searles, 
Benjamin J,ee, 
Rich. Cleveland, 
"\Vm. Cleveland, 
,Joseph Hiller, 
"\Villi::~m Sh~::~ er, 
l\Iadam Sti well, 
Industrials hool, 

No.3. 
19 Jona. "\Vilcler, 

Henrv Townsend, 
Dr. Stewart, 
Dr. Carl Sietlhof. 
lndn trialschool, 

No.5. 
20 State barn. 
21 Dr. Parks' Ten-

ants, 
John Taylor, 
Thomas Hickey. 

22 Charleo; Priest, 
S.Je·wett, 
- - Cutting, 
})'Irs. Cut~ing . . 

23 J . Brodenck, Jr., 
Jan 

2-1 John Ollis. 

~LEJ""~ ~uJ ; 4 ~~&0 wv.L J'f~ 6>a<l>t. .W b . .:.. 
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LETTER OF GEORGE BANCROFT. 563 

The two following documents explain themselves, and fur
nish a most pleasant close to this chapter. The first is a let
ter to the selectmen of the town, dated Newport, September 

20, 1878. 
(t GENTLEMEN :-In the early years of my life, I was very 

often at the house of Capt('Samuel "'\V ard of your town, my 
mother'::; brother-in-law, and the very intimate friend of my 
father. Indeed, his house was almost a second hon1e to me. 
The town was in those clays the best possible specimen of an 
old-fashioned Now England to;vn. It had even then a small 
public library, to which Capt~ ard was a donor. Though 
I have not been there for more than fifty-five years, I re
member vividly and affectionately the loveliness of the coun
try, its rich'lntervale~ as it was called, its brooks, and fields, 
and hills, as well as its minist~/\W father's bosom friend. 
~(When I went to colleo·e, CapiiW ard took part in defray

ing my~bills and being unwilling that the 
generous act should come to an end with him or with me, I 
have deposite~i;~l~f my friend, 1VIr. N. Thayer, the su~ of one 
thousand dollars,Jor tqe benefit of the Lancaster.fi>wn)ibrary, 
to be called the Cap~amuel Ward T;ibrary J'und, the income 
only to be expen~1J year by year, for the purchase of books in 
the department ot'+p:istory, leaving the word to be interpreted 
in the very l:J.,rgest sense. In case of diminution of the capi-._., 
tal, the func~to be made good out of its income. 

((I ask the town of Lancaster to accept this funtl in the 
form of a permanent trust. 

((I remain, gentlemen, with the highest respect, your friend, 
GEORGE BANCROFT." 

The second papel' is a 1\Iemorandum expressing the views 
of Mr. Bancroft in reO'm·d to the kind of books for which the 

0 

income is to be expended. The title of the paper is a (( ll-Iem-
orandum for ~1r. Thayer." It is inserted here for future guid
ance. 

((The idea of a library tl'ust fund I like. 'Yard is not defi
nite enough. I think it should be (The Captain Samuel \Vard 
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Library Trust Fund.' * * I wish you to invest the money 
at once safely in a seven or six per cent. stock or bond, or 
whatever you think best, at your own discretion; only if you 
pay a premium for it, I want the premium to be discharged 
out of income, so that when the fund comes to be used, it 
may be unembarrassed. I wish also any waste of the capital 
to be made good in like n1anner out of the income. 

~~Then I do not want the income to be r:;pent for novels; 
and to avoid what might seem a censure on those who buy 
them for public libraries, I designate a class of books for which 
I wish the money spent, namely, History, in the largest sense, 
without limit as to country, or town, or individual, or science, 
or literature, or manufactures, or comn1erce, or church, or 
peace, or war, or opinion, or anyth~ng else about which his-
tory cap. be written. I GEORGE BANCROFT." 

J{p__/_...Iflgv/.. ~~. J. I f(- tffL fl-. ( i 7 ~ · . . . 
t\ -- r These commun1catwns hav1ng been read In town meetmg, 

on motion of Mr. Thayer, a vote was unanimously passed, 
gratefully accepting the liberal donation of Mr. Bancroft, 
under the title of !~The Bancroft Library Fund in memory 
of Captain Samuel Ward." It was also voted to instruct the 
library committee to send a vote of thanks to the donor . 

.Thus an act of lcindness done to a boy, a half century ago, 
has borne fruit in perpetuating an honorable name, and in 
providing for the instruction and enjoyment of the youth of 
this town in all future generations. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE CHURCHES DURING THE LAST FORTY 

YEARS. 

THE religious history of Lancaster heretofore has been con
cerned with a single church, and its connection with the town 
as a parish. The main current of ecclesiastical narrative now 
divides into four or five channels. vYe shall follow their course 
rapidly, making a brief note of events on the way. 

I. THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL OR UNITARIAN CHURCH. 

In about half a year after the d~cease of Dr. Thayer, his 
~~~"fL-""~ s~ 1'(31 

successor, Rev. Edmund H. Sears, was heard, called and settled. 
The services ~f installation took place on the twenty-third 
of December, 1840. The following churches were repre
sented in the Council, viz., Bolton, Marlborough, South
borough, Northborough, Leominster, Fitchburg, Shirley, 
Groton, Grafton, Sterling, .Leicester, Worcester, Littleton, 
Harvard, Beverly, Framingham, Second Church in Boston, 
and Harvard University. The order of exercises was as fol
lows. Introductory Prayer and Reading the Scriptures, by 
Rev. Alonzo Hill, of Worcester; Sermon, by Rev. Henry 
Ware, jr., D .D. ; Prayer of Installation, by Rev. Isaac Allen; 
Charge, uy Rev. Calvin Lincoln, of Fitchburg ; Fellowship of 
the Churches, by Rev. R. P. Stebbins ; Address to the Society, 
by Rev. Chandler Robbins, of Boston; Concluding Prayer, 
by Rev. Christopher T. Thayer, of Beverly. 

The pastorate which beg_}t.1 happily was continued harmo
niously and usefully about six ~tnd one-half years. There were 
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but a few salient points requiring notice, as the most useful 
ministerial connections are genera!ly free from the troubles 
which make history. 

Early in the ministry of Mr. Sears, requests were presented 
for private admission to the church by persons who could not 
be present in public, either because of sickness, or distance.' 
For example, Mrs. Eliza Ann Wilson requested that she 
might be ((privately admitted to the church, and that private 
baptism be administered to her children, she being very sick, 
and unable to attend public worship." A simnar request 
was made in behalf of Abel W. Rugg and his children, that 
baptism might be administered to the children at home, be
cause of his. sickness and inability to attend public worship. 
These u,nd similar requests were complied with, sometimes 
with a vote of sympathy. 

Cases of a different kind occur, as that of Mr. and Mrs. 
Joseph Sears, of Sandisfield, who desired to be admitted to 
the church by privately assenting to the Covenant, (( they 
living remote, and being unable to be present, and there be
ing no church in their vicinity with which they could con
scientiously be united." 

Dea. Samuel F. White died~ March 16, 1843, and in the 
following December, Br. vVilliam Stearns was unanimously 
chosen his successor. 

An effort was made early in the ministry of l\1r. Sears to 
raise the tone of spirituality in the church and congregation .. 
All his labors tended to that result, as he was a man of deep 
and earnest convictions, in which regard he made progress 
during his whole life. At a meeting, Februu,ry 4, 1844, a 
committee was chosen to (( consider what n1ay be done far
ther to promote the prosperity of the church, and produce 
m~re of Christian fellowship among its members." The com
mittee were Deacons Bancroft, Osgood and Stearns, and Brs. 
Ebenezer Bragg, Luke Bigelow and Henry Wilder. 

The report presented by this committee, probably written 
by the pastor, is an interesting paper, and well worth re-pro-

\\ 
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clueing, if the limits of this chapter would admit of it. It 
concluded with several Resolves. The first reads as follows : 

tt It is highly desirable there should be a more perfect Chris
tian fellowship among the members of this church, and that 
our Covenant requires a more frequent and friendly inter
course with each other." The second provides for a monthly 
meeting of the church on the evening of the Sabbath; the first 
on the evening of the communion Sabbath, and the next in 
the alternate month. All who might desire to become mem
bers of the church, were invited to attend the meetings on 
the alternate Sabbath evenings. All these meetings were to 

. be so spent as to tt cultivate a spirit of devotion." It was recom
mended that the members of the church should meet occasion
ally at each other's houses, for tt prayer and mutual conference, 
and for free conversation upon religious subjects." In addi
tion, a committee was appointed to converse with such mem
bers as had tt habitually walked disorderly," in relation to 
their tt standing with the church." At each meeting the mem
bers to be invited to tt contribute each a small sum as a charity 
to be employed for the comfort and benefit of such members 
as might desire it, or for any other worthy object of benevo
lence." 

The report wa~ accepted, and each resolution was voted 
upon separately, and unanimously adopted. The deacons 
were chosen as a committee to visit and converse with those 
whose life and conduct were not exemplary. 

A vote was passed on the second of February, 1846, to 
raise a sum not less than fifty dollars, of which not less 
than thirty dollars should be tt appropriated for the support 
of a scholarship in the .OMeadvnle, Pa., Theological School;" 
and the rest for a charity fund for the benefit of the poor of 
the church. A committee was chosen to receive voluntary 
contributions, who reported at a subsequent meeting that they 
had received $56.12, and had sent tt thirty dollars to Rev. 
J. F. Clark in trust for the Meadville school," leaving $26.12 
for the charity fund. Forty-eight members contributed. 
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The pastorate of Mr. Sears was terminated by the state of 
his health, which forbade his continued charge of a large par
ish. Under date of April 1, 1847, is tho following entry in 
the Records. ~~I close this day my ministry with the first 
church of Christ h1 Lancaster, after a conuexion of six years 
and four months. The following is a summary of its records 
Additions to the church, 56; Baptisms, 80; Deaths, 151; 
J\1:arriages, 50. E. H. SEARS." 

Mr. Sears made an impression in this place which the lapse 
of years has not effaced. He was held in the highest estima
tion, and was always welcomed whenever be returned to visit 
his former friends and parishioners. IIis labors as a pastor 
and an author, after leaving, made him one of the most use
ful and eminent men in his connection. The occasional ser 
mons and hymns which came from his faci]e and elegant pen, 
carried his influence far beyo~~.,.~Ls personal presence ; and 
his most elaborate work, ~~ Tfie" Gospel of Jolm. the Heart of 
Christ," bids fair to hold a permanent place in religious liter
ature. His sympathies as a man and a Christian were much 
wider than any denominational lines, and his writings have 
been much valued by ovango1ical believers of every name. .f. 

The ministry of Mr. Sears closed on the first day of April, 
and that of his successor began early in the succeeding Au
gust. The Letter Missive calling a Council reads : ~ ~ having 
invited the Rev. GEORGE l\1. B.\.RTOL to settle among us, and 
become our Pastor, and he having accepted our invitation, 
we have appointed W ednesda,y, the fourth day of August 
next, for the ceremony of Ordination." John 1\I. ""\Vashburn, 
Ezra Sawyer and Luke Bigelow were the committee. Twenty 
churches were invited to be present by pastor and delegate. 
Sixteen churches in the county, including all in the neighbor
ing towns, were in the number; Shirley in J\-fiddlesex, and 
one in Beverly, Boston and Portln.nd, J\1:e., each. 

The Council met in the Lancaster House, and organized 
by the choice of Rev. tToseph Allen of Northboro' as moder
ator, and Rev. Thomas Allen of Sterling as scribe. Thirty-
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two pastors and delegates were present. The following was 
then read as the action of the Society in Lancaster: ((voted, 
unanimously, that the parish do give a Call to Rev. Mr. Bar
tol, to become their pastor." The reply of Mr. Bartol was 
then read by the scribe. 

((Boston, June 19, 1847. My Christian Friends: I have 
given to the proposal of the Unitarian Society in Lancaster, 
by you, their committee, my most serious consideration. I 
beg that you will not deem me wanting in a proper sensibil
ity to this mark of confidence and esteem on the part of those 
whom yon represent. I .return my. warmest thanks for the 
invitation, and for the flattering terms with which it was ac
companied. I am happy to accept it, and hereby very respect
fully do so. With fervent prayers that the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of His 
Holy Spirit may be with you all, I remain, my brethren, in 
the truth and affection of the Gospel, ever your friend and 
servant.~' 

Certificates as to the education and Christian. standing of 
the candidate having been presented, the Rev. E. Everett 
Hale, then of Worcester, moved the following: ((that we are 
satisfied with the above testimonials, and that we are ready 
to proceed to ordination." The following was the order of 
service.~ 4 Jt-'+ . .., 

Anthem; Introductory Prayer, by Rev. vVilliam H. \Vhite, . 
of Littleton; Reading of the Scriptures, by Rev. Mf.~~Iale rf lttyl<='-.bi;:L-.. 
I-Iymn; Sermon, by Rev. Cyrus ..A. Bartol, of Boston; Hymn; · 
Prayer of Ordination, by Rev. Joseph Allen, of Northboro' ; · 
Right Hand of Fe1lowship, by Rev. C. T. Thayer, of Bever-
ly; Charge, by Rev. Alonzo HiU, of vV orcester ; Hymn ; 
Concluding Prayer, by Rev. l\ff.·.~Frothingham, of Salem; 
Anthem ; Benediction by the Pastor. 

J(..L~L Mr. Bartol is a native of ~' Me., a graduate of -'""T"~ 
Brown University~~nd of Cambridge Divinity School.~'13ince 
his ordination, thirty-one years of ministerial life have passed 
over him, with the usual incidents of a permanent pastorate. 
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Marriages, births and deaths have added to and taken from 
his society, which is respectable and wealthy as at his coming. 
At the close of twenty-five years, on the fourth of August, 
1872, the silver wedding of his counection with the church 
and parish, was attended by a large and genial party in the 
town hall, ni.anifesting their esteem for himself and his fam
ily. Remarks were made by Rev. E. H. Sears, his prede
cessor, Rev. A. P. Marvin, then pastor of the Evangelical 
church, the venerable Rev. B. Whittemore, and others, to 
whom Mr. Bartol happily responded. Prn.yer and singing 
were interspersed, and the occasion was one to be held in 
pleasant remembrance. 

This church, during the two hundred and eighteen years of 
its history, has had eight pastors, including the Rev. Andrew 
Gardner, and the present incun1bent, and has never dismiss
ed one except Mr. Sears, and then reluctantly in compliance 
with his request. Mr. Rowlandson, after twenty-two years 
of faithful labor, was deprived of his pastorate by the de
struction of the town. Mr. '\Vhiting and 1Y1r. Gardner met 
a tragical fate in Indian raids. Mr. Prentice began to preach 
in 17 05, and died in 17 48. In the latter year, he was suc
ceeded by Mr. Harrington, whose ministry continued until 
1795. Mr. Thayer was his colleague about two years, and 
sole pastor to the summer of 1840. Thus these three ven
erable men filled a term of one hundred and thirty-five years 
of continuous service as pastors of the same church. The · 
present pastor, living in times of change, has seen, with rare 
exceptions, every pulpit, of every denomination, in the re
gion round, occupied by successive ministers, whose power 
for usefulness has been, in many cases, weakened by the fickle
ness of the people. The record is honorable to the church, 
and to the parish and the town with which it has been con
nected, during nearly seven generations of men. 

The church was in connection with the town as a parish 
from 1660 till the Second Precinct was fonned, when the 
church and the First Precinct were united. When Sterling 
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became a town, Lancaster resumed its parochial functions, 
which continued till near the close of the ministry of Dr. 
Thayer. 

In the year 1866, the meeting-house was somewhat altered ....__ 
and improved in the interior. The frescoing in particular, is 
very elegant and appropriate. 

II. THE UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY. 

The exact date of the first Universalist preaching in Lan
caster might be hard to find, but there is evidence that it was 
in the year 1837, and at the house of J. M. Damon, near the 
Whittemore place. The organization of the First Universal
ist Society is a matter of record. A preliminary meeting 
was held, January 16, 1838, at the town-house by inhabit
ants of this town and vicinity. John I-Iawk.""~ called the 
meeting to order. Capt. Joseph Whitney was chosen mod
erator, and J. M. Damon, cleric A prudential committee of 
three was chosen in ~~relation to further support of preach
ing by Universalists in this town." The committee were Ben
jamin Wilder, Joseph Whitney and Sidney Harris. Each 
member of the com1nittee was to circulate a subscrjption pa
per to raise funds, and Benjamin WHder was elected treasu
rer. The treasurer reported that the ~~funds were adequate 
to pay all demands~ to this date," besides a small sum to 
be collected. This proves that services had been held pre
vious to the organization. An invitation was extended to 
singers to take part in the exercises. 

Another meeting was held, ~1arch 7, when it was voted by 
those present, John Hawkes being chairman, that ~~ "'ve form 
ourselves into a body to be known and denominated the First 
Universalist Society in Lancaster, for the purpose of extend
ing a knowledge of faith as held by Universalists, and the 
support of public worship in this town." ·Accordingly J. M. 
Damon was directed to present a petition and procure a war
rant authorizing a legal meeting. The warrant was issued 
by Nathaniel Rand, Justice of the Peace, and under this 



572 HISTORY OF LANCASTER. 

warrant a meetino· was held in the town-house, April 3, over 
' 0 

which l\1r. Rand presided. The officers of the society were 
elected as follows. Josiah Fay, clerk; R. S. Pope, moder
ator; Joseph vVhitney, James Wheeler and J. P. Nourse, 
prudential committee ; Benj. G. Wilder, treasurer ; John 
Bennett, collector. Measures were taken to raise money by 
subscription for the support of preaching. R. S. Pope, James 
Wheeler and J. M. Damon were chosen a committee to draft 
a Constitution. 

This committee reported to a meeting held on the thirtieth 
of April, when the Constitution was accepted without amend
ment. It is not necessary to give this document at length, 
but its purpose and spirit may be indicated. In the preamble 
we read as follows. (( vV e the subscribers, feeling desirous 
to '-grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ:_, do hereby form ourselves into a society 
that we may be help"'¢ts to each other." The object was stated 
to be ((the promotion of truth and morality among its mem
bers, and also in the world at large," and as the gospel of the 
Lord Jesus Christ is ((calculated, above all truth, to inspire 
the heart with the emotions of benevolence and virtue," the 
members were in favor of supporting the preaching of that 
gospel, and in any other practicable way to spread a knowl
edge of it among men. Auy person might be admitted, on 
application, by a majority vote, provided he sustained a ((good 
moral character." 

It was regarded as the ((duty of every member to adorn 
the doctrine of the Lord J csus with a holy life and conver
sation; " to aid in supporting the society, and to attend on 
its public services. An habitual neglect of either of these 
duties was (( regarded as a sufficient reason for striking the 
name of any member from. the roll by a vote of the majority." 
There were fifty-eight signers to the Constitution, though some 
of the signers were not original members. Of these, twenty 
were females. 
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From this date meetings were held annually, when officers 
were chosen, and measures taken to sustain preaching and 
public worship, until the year 1855, when the matter of ((pro
curing preaching for the present year," was left to the pru
dential committee. During this year the society was much 
weakened, by the loss of twenty-one members, whose names 
were stricken from the rolls, either because of their remo
val from the town, or their neglect to pay for the support of 
preaching. 

It does not appear that public worship was statedly held after 
this time, and members still living state that the removal of 
many, as well as divisions among the remainder, led to a sus
pension of measures for the vigorous support of the society, 

During several years, ho-vvever, the society was flmu·i shing, 
and the meetings were attended by a considerable audience. 
In time a neat and convenient house of worship was erected a... 

in New Boston. Thi8 was the center of the families who be
longed to the society, as quite a portion of the congregation 
was from the village of Clintonville. 

In 185 8 the house was sold to the state and removed to the 
Old Common, where it became the chapel of the State In
dustrial School for Girls. The ministers who preached for 
the society, and led in their devotions, were, :first, Rev. R~- ~~ 
S. Pope, who held services, as said above, at the house of 
l\1r. Damon. That house has been removed to a spot near 
the Dyer place, but at the time stood midway between the 
Whittemore place and the corner of the road. The company 
becoming too numerous for the rooms, Benjamiit"'iVilder, then 
treasurer of the society, had an article inserted in the warrant 
for the November meeting, to see if the town would grant 
the use of the town-house for public services. The request 
was rejected, one P!:.O!!lin~n_t.n~an giving the reason, that if 
granted,· the Orthodox would be wanting it next. I-IoYvever~ 

the matter was reconsidered. Davis Whitman, Esq., a re
tired merchant from Boston, who had lived many years in town, 
and a leading man in the first parish, took an earnest stand 
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in favor of the application, and by a combination of the Uni
versalists, Orthodox, and more ] iberal Unitarians, the town 
voted the use of the hall for religious purpQses. ( _]) r.-- _ 

The next minister was Rev. Lucius R. Page, since, D. D.i,~~~- -~~ 
l'i'£fO 1\ L '-""""'Y I o .,./ 

who was t.Q._en" employed by the printing house of Crrtcr & 
Andrews as a proof-reader. He lived in the Dr. Lincoln 
-- &u.IL.-

house. He was engaged as a preacher about~ yearf; 
sometimes holding meetings in the hall, and at other times in 

the Academy. 
J Then ca,me the Rev. John Harriman. who also conducted 

1 g-- "-~ z. v · · h A d b "ld. A ,th . . h servwes 111 t e ca emy m 1ng. no er numster wast e 

Rev. J~S. Palmer. ~<(31 -~ ~-
About~l).iiiime, that is, in 1f!jj, the Rev. Benjamin Whit-

sTD :J ,~r.7 
temore, . . t became the pastor. His labors were contin-

1 ~ liStf ~ h h 1 l , , f ued severa years, and e was t e ast statec m1mster o the _ 
SOCiety.~~~ w~_, bu-v~ fftv>~ ~ ti-~~JVS"Y 

The 1neeting-house, which was neatly cushioned, carpeted ew.4 · 
and furnished, making it a convenient place of worship, 
stood on the east side of the main street in South Lancaster. 
The exact· position was ·at the east end of the lane which 
opens between the houses of Warren Wilson and Charles 

Lawrence. 

III. THE EVANGELICAL CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. 

The Orthodox or Evangelical Congregationalists of Lan
caster, were organized as a church, ou the twenty-second day 
of May, 1839. The Rev. Asa Packard, a retired clergyman, 
wh<; l,"!}}d been settJed in niarlborough, then resided in what 
has~ been known as the Capt. Jacob Fisher house. In 
that house the Council met, and instituted the church. But 
before citing the doings of the Council, and detailing the his
tory of the church, a few words wHl be needed in showing 

the steps which led to this result. 
~1r. Thayer was a Liberal Christian at the time of his 

settlen1ent. The church and the comn1tinity were in a measure 
prepared to receive and retain him as such, though there were 
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individuals who still adhered to the doctrinal belief of the 
former generations. After the lapse of twenty years, in which 
a new generation bad grown up, there were not, perhaps, a 
half dozen Orthodox Congregational families in the town. The 
pastor of the only church in the place, was the minister of 
the town, and his preaching satisfied the demands of his par
ishioners, with few exceptions. There were three or four Bap
tist families, including Dea. Haven, living on the Old Com
mon. There were, perhaps, twice as many families, to whom 
the ancient formulas, and the ancestral worship, were dear, 
·who sighed for what they considered more earnest and scrip
tural preaching. \Vhat was true of Lancaster, was also true 
in regard to nearly all the towns in the valley of the Nashua. 

But a change began to show itself about sixty years since. 
The demand for evangelical preaching, for prayer meetings, 
for family worship, and for more direct efforts to promote 
piety, began to be heard. This met with stern, and some
times discreditable opposition. The Rev. Cyrns Kingsbury, 
then a student, and afterwards an honored and useful mis
sionary among the Cherokee Indians, came to Lancaster about 
the year 1818, to visit friends. l-Ie held a few neighborhood 
meetings, when a plot was formed by cc certain lewd fellows 
of the baser sort," to cc ride him on a rail" out of town. The 
plot failed, and doubtless was frowned upon by all decent 
people. A young \Yomau came on a visit to a sick friend, 
and by Christian conversation, awakened a spirit of 'opposi
tion almost incredible at the present time. 

About the year 1825, the Rev. Mr. Brown, a Baptist min
ister, called on Dr. Thayer with an urgent request that he 
might have the n::;e of his pulpit on the Sabbath. The Doc
tor treated him with his habitual courtesy, hut other arrange
ments lH'e,·ented the <rrantino· of the request. In consequence, 

b b 

Mr. Brown arranged for an open air meeting on a week day. 
He gave notice of a meeting, in the afternoon, in the Cem
etery on the Old Common . According to the uarratives of 
two aged men, who were present, the meeting was composed 
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of a motley crowd. It was made up mostly of men and boys; 
with a few women intermingled. The services were conduct
ed with propriety, but the minister was subjected to many 
interruptions, and his efforts turned into ridicule . One man 
sent to the neighboring tavern for a pail of punch, which was 
distributed freely among the company. Another effort met 
with no better success. 

Mr. Sampson V. S. vVilder, whose 'Memoi1.;_s have.recently 
been given to the public by his daughter, LV.itl· Ha~nes, was 
then residing in his spacious mansion, styled a ~~ eottnge," on 
the western slope of Bolton hill, [the bon1e for many years. 
past of Mr. Jonathan Forbush J. lVIr. vV i lder 1vas a native of 
Lancaster, born on the Old Common, and trained up under 
the teaching and influence of the pnstor of the church. • But 
in his absence from his native place, and amid other scenes. 
and influences, he had become deeply impressed with the 
conviction that Jesus· Christ, the Saviour of the world, was 
Emanuel, God with us, and he was zealous in maintaining 
what he believed. He opened his ample rooms for the ac
commodation of all who wished to hear Mr. Brown preach 
the Gospel as he understood it. It was not long· before it 
became a frequent thing for ministers to be invited to the 
hospitable home of Mr. Wilder, for the express purpose of 
holding meetings. The result was, that in the year 1830, the 
~~Hillside Church" was formed in Bolton, for the accomino
dation of all those in several neighboring towns, who desired 
evangelical :erooching. 

The resort to that church was great from all the ~~region 
round about." Many from Lancaster made the meeting-house 
on the hillside their Sabbath sanctuary. In 1831, which was. 
a season of uncommon religious interest in this section, meet
ings were held in school-houses, when practicable, and in. pri
vate dwellings, so as to bring the preaching of the word into· 
many neighborhoods. In this manner a considerable change· 
was effected, so that there grew up not only a desire, but a 
eonviction, that stated services should be established in the 
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Center. The Manual of the Orthodox church says that tt after 
eight years, the Orthodox element in Lancaster, having in
creased in numbers and confidence, secured a room in the 
town hall, and held regular Sabbath services independent of 
the parent church." The scenes of noi8y and shameful opposi
tion which the pioneers encountered, need not be here recorded. 
Denied at one time, the usc of the town hall, they met in 
the academy, on which one of their number held a mort
gage. But amid all the opposition, Dr. Thayer acted an honor
able part. He regretted that any felt the need of a new reli
gious society. It would have been gratifying to him to have the 
town remain as one parish. He exerted an influence, in all 
legitimate ways, to maintain the settled order of things. But 
when he was satisfied that the movers in the enterprise were 
in earnest, nnd capable of goingforward,,he gracefully yielded 
to the new order of events. 

A religious society W/1::) legally organized, at the house of 
Rev. As a Packard, on the ~f February, 1839. The 
tr large upper room of the academy building was obtained 
and furnished as a place of worship, and the infant society 
held its first meeting on the Sabbath, AprH 14. The pulpit 
was afterwards regularly supplied." 

Steps were taken without del:ty, by those interested in form
ing a new church in Lancaster, to obtain letters of dismission 
nncl recommendation from the chureh in Bolton. The request 
was complied. with, and other person~-; being ready to unite, 
an Ecclesiastical council wns called by the brethren, through 
their committee, Hev. _:\._sa Pncknrd, Charles Wyman and 
Horatio N. Bigelow. The council met on the. twenty-second 
clay of May, 1839, at the house of Rev. Asa Packard, and 
was composed of the following pastors and delegates. 

First church in 1-Iarvard, Rev. George Fisher, pastor. 
Evangelical church in Leominster, Rev. 0. G. Hubbard, 

pastor, and Br. G. \V. vVakefield, cl<.'legate. 
Evangelical church in Bolton, Rev. J. S. Davenport, pas

tor, and Br. Francis Haynes, delegate. 
37 
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Evangelical church in Boxboro', Rev. Joseph vV. Cross, 
pastor, and Br. Ephraim vVhitcomb, delegate. 

Rev. Mr. Fisher was chosen n1oderntor, and Rev. Mr. 
Cross, scribe. 

The Throne of Grace was addressed by the moderator. 
Rev. George Trask, of W an·en, was invited to sit and de
liberate with the council. 

After reading a record of the proceedings that led to the 
calling of the council, and the consideration of the Confes
sion of Faith and the Covenant adopted by the persous call
ing the council, it was unanimously voted that the proceedings 
were ((regular and satisfactory," and the Confession and Cov
enant met (( with the entire approval of the council." After 
3ome time ((had been spent in prayer and deliberation," thirty
nine persons were ((embodied as the original members of 
the Evangelical Congregational Church in Lancaster." 

The public services were in the following order, in the 
academy. Introductory Prayer, by Rev. Mr. Cross; Sermon, 
by Rev. Mr. Davenport; Reading of the Confessiop of Faith, 
and the Covenant, and the Constitution of the church, and 
Prayer, hy Rev. Mr. Fisher ; Right Hand of Fellowship, 
aud Concluding Prayer, by Rev. ~1r. Hubbard. 

The Confession and Covennnt, which nrc here copied, may 
be compared with the statements of the other churches and 
religious societies, by those jntcrested in such matters. 

CONFE, SION 01!.., FAITH. 

((I. You believe there is one, and but one, living and true 
God, who is revealed in the Scriptures as the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost; and that these three are one, and 
in all divine perfections, equal. 

((II. You believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments were given by inspiration of God, and contain 
the only perfect rule of doctrinal belief and religious prac
tice. 

'• 
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cc III. You believe that God made all things for himself; 
that he governs them according to the counsel of his own will: 
and that the principles and administration of his government 
arc perfectly holy, just and good. 

cc IV. You believe that our :first parents were created holy; 
that they fell frmn their origiual holiness by transgressing a 
divine command; and that in consequence of their apostasy, 
all their descendants are by nature entirely destitute of holi
ness, alienated from God, and under condemnation. 

cc V. Yon believe that Christ, being God manifest in the 
flesh, has by his death made a full atonement for sin, and thus 
provided a free salvation for aU ; and that repentance and 
faith in him, evinced by a holy life, are the indispensable con
ditions of salvation. 

cc VI. You believe that such is the wickedness of the human 
heart that none will ever accept the salvation freely offered 
to them, till, through sovereign grace, they are moved thereto 
by the special influence of the lloly Spirit. 

cc VII. You believe that all who obtain salvation through 
Christ, were chosen in him IJeforc the foundation of the -world; 
and that all who truly believe in him are justified, and will 
be kept by the mighty power of God through faith unto ~al
vation. 

cc VII( You belieYe that in this world theLordJesu.s Christ 
ha::-; a visible chu~·ch; that the terms of membership are a 
credible profession of faith in Christ, and of that holiness 
which is wrought by the regenerating grace of God; that Bap
tism and the Lord's Supper are ordinances and sacraments 
of the church to be observed to the end of time. Baptism 
to be adminstered only to covenanting believers and their 
households, and the Supper only to believcr1:i in regular stand
ing and communion with the church. 

cc IX. You believe that there will be a resurrection of the 
dead, both of the just and of the unjust, and that there will 
be a day of final judgment, when the thoughts of all hearts 
will be revealed, that all must appear before the juclgnl.ent 
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seat of Christ and receive a sentence of just and final retribu
tion, according to the deeds done in the body; and that the 
happiness of the righteous, and the punishment of the wicked 
will be endless. Thus you profess and believe." 

The candidates for admission having assented to the Con- · 
fession of Faith, then entered into covenant with the church. 
A part only of the COVENANT is needed in this place. The 
first three sections read as follows. 

ttY on do now, in tqe presence of God and this assembly, 
solemnly choose and accept the Lord Jehovah, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, to be your God, the Supreme object of your 
affection, and your portion forever. You cordially acknowledge 
the Lord Jesus Christ us your only Saviour and final Judge, 
and the Holy Ghost as your Sanctifier, Con1forter and Guide. 
You humbly and cheerfully devote youself to God in the ever
lasting covenant of his grace." 

These points are followed by specific promises which in
clude all the duties of a Christian Hfe, both towards God 
and towards man, us taught in the Scriptures; and also by 
a distinct engagement to be a faithful n1ember of the church, 
attending and supporting puhlic worship, and seeking the 
cc peace, edification and purity of it::; members." 

Following these engagements is the solemn pledge of the 
church to receive the candidate into fellowship; to watch over 
him cc with Christian affection and tenderness,'~ and to treat 
hin1 in cc love as a member of the body of Christ, who is head 
over all things to the church." 

The church was organized, as already stated, in May, 1839. 
Several ministers were hem·d, muong whom were Rev. Mr. 
Bullard, and Rev. Barnabas M. Fay. The latter supplied the 
pulpit nine Sabbaths. Both appear to have been much esteem
ed. On the fifth of December the church were ready to vote 
unanimously to invite the Rev. Charles Packard to become 
tneir pastor. The parish concurred in the Call, with entire 
unanimity. 
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Another meeting was held on the twelfth of December, 
Rev. Asa Packard in the chair, when the answer of Mr. Pack
ard was communicated. It n1ay be record.eu here us the first 
letter of the kind received by the church, and because it 
gives some id.ea of the writer. 

:(FRIENDS AND BrmTHHEN: I have received, through yout· 
respective committees, an invitation to become your Pastor 
and Minister. 'Vhcn I think of the singular concurrence of 
circumstances which have brought about a result so unexpect
ed to mysdf, (until within a short time past,) and also to 
you; when I consider the entire unanimity of your request, 
and the inviting field of labor that seems to be spread hefore 
me ·in this interesting region, I feel constrained to recognize 
in these events the hand of an over-ruling Providence. The 
experience I have had in the duties of the ministry, although 
not extended, has been enough to reveal to Inc my own in
sufficieucy for such a great work without the special nid of 
God's Holy Spirit, and the prayerful co-oper<ttion of God's 
people. Trusting however, that you will aid me by your 
supplications, yottr holy living and your vigorous efforts; 
and relying upon the Great II(md of the church for wisdom 
and grace, I hereby cordially accept your invitation; and 
should the pastoral relation be formed between us, may the 
Angel of the Covenant ratifY it, make us bles.::;ings to each 
other, and to the cause of the Rcdc:;:ner, and finally hestow 
upon us crowns of rejoicing in the chy of his appearing. 

CnARLES PACKARD." 

Mr. Packard was ordained on the first da.y of January, 
1840. The services were held in tho meeting-house of the 
first parish, by the courtesy of Dr. Thayer and his people, 
and the Doctor took occ::tsion, on the ScLblmth, to remark tb::tt 
a new and respectable religious society bad been formed in 
the town, and he trusted the new enterprise would be treated 
with ::tll respect and kindness. This action of Dr. Thayer 
and hi!j pari.::;h was gratefully ::tppreciated, as the following 
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vote, passed at their very fir.::it tnJcting aftee the onliuation, 
testifies. cc January 5, 1840. The asssmbly being detained 
after public services this morning, voted unani mfJnsly, that 
we feel and will long cherish sincere gratituJc to the Rev. 
Dr. Thayer. and the religio~s society under his pastoral charge, 
fur the use of their house for the solemnities of the late or
dination; to the choir of that house who so kindly and so 
largely contributed to the enjoyment and edification of the 
assembly, and to the members of that society who so kindly 
officiated as mar~hals of the day." 

The ordaining council was composed of pastors and dele
gates from Berlin, Bolton, Harv:u·J, Leomin~ter, Northboro', 
Paxton, Shirley, Stow, vV anen, and tho Calvinistic church, 
Worcester. The names of the ministers are given in the or
der of the towns. Revs. John R. Carver, George Fisher, 
0. G. Hubbard, Daniel H. Emerson, James D. Farnsworth, 
Hope Brown, E. Porter Dyer, George Trask, Seth Sweetser. 
Bolton church was vacant, but Rev. J. S. Davenport, the for
mer minister, and Rev. J o::;iah Peabody, being present, were 
invited to sit and deliberate with the council. 

Rev. James D. Farnsworth was chosen moderator, Rev. 0. 
G. Hubbard, scribe, and Rev. Hope Brown, as'sistant scribe. 
After the usual present::ttion of credentials, and examimttion 
in doctrinal belief and religious experience, the council unan
imously voted to ordain Mr. Packard according to the follow
ing Order of Exercises. 

Introductory Prayer and Reading of the Scriptures, by Rev. 
Mr. Dyer; Sermon by Rev. Mr. Sweetser; Consecrating 
Prayer, Rev. Mr. Farnsworth; Charge, Rev. Mr. Fjsher; 
Right Hand of Fellowship, Rev. ~1r. Emerson; Address to 
the Church and Society, Rev. :Mr. Trask; Concluding Prayer, 
Rev. Mr. Brown; Benediction by the Pastor. 

Brs. Charles Wyman and Charles Humphrey had already 
been chosen Deacons, hut the date of their election is not 
recorded. The pastor, the deacons, Rev. Asa Packard, and 
Brs . Isaiah Moore and Horc.1tio N. Bio-elow were elected a 

0 
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standing committee of the church. The pastor and deacons 
were ex officio member.s. The other three members were to 
be elected an nun1ly. Recently the number to be chosen has 
been changed from three to four. 

The church adopted various rules, one of which may be 
quoted as showing the st::tnd taken in relation to one great 
measure of reform. ~~Total abstinence from all intoxicating 
drinks as a beverage, shall be an invariable condition of mem
bership in this church, and the privilege of communion must 
be withheld from persons, members of other churches, who 
do not strictly adhere to this principle.'' 

It was voted, eat:ly in the history of the church, to take 
up a collection at every communion season, or once in two 
months, for some benevolent object, as the Sabbath school 
library, Foreign Missions, Home Missions, the Bible, the Ed
ucation and the Tract Societies. In recent years, since the 
benevolent work in connection with Congregational societies 
has been systematized, the following orJ.er of collections has 
been adopted, the contribution to be taken on the Sabbath 
next following the communion. January, Home Missions; 
l\tlarch, Education and College Societies; May, Bible and 
Publication Society; July, American Board; September, 
American Missionary Association; November, Congregation
al Union, or Church Building Society. It was also estab
lished as a rule to hold the monthly concert, and take up a 
contribution for foreign missions. 

On the twenty-fifth day of November, 1841, being Thanks- .x 
giving, the church took emphatic action in relation to the 
sin of slave-holding. After a preamble stating the reasons 
for acting, the following votes were passed, which are here 
recited as indicative of the times, and showing a good rec-
ord on the part of the church. 

~~Resolved, f,Vthat we cannot receive as church members, 
nor can we invite to our fellowship at the communion table, 
any persons who are guilty of the sin of slave-holding. )%. .:.r~--~ 
That our pastor be requested not to invite into the sacred desk 
any minister who is known to be a slave-holder." 

Jt_~skv~ ., JIJ ~ fo~ ~ /j7~t.e~ tn 

;~L ~ ~~4.-r ~ L :FM-c- A-~~, 
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The reason for thi:5 rule will ever rem~tin, but by the aw
ful overthrow of the slave system, there is no longer any 
occasion to enforce it; but the need of the rule regarding 
the ((use of intoxicating drinks as a beverage," unhappily 
exists to the present time. 

In the year 1841 a meeting-house was erected, and on the 
first day of ((December, (a Lrigh t and cloudless day,) the new 
house of worship * * was solemnly dedicated to the ser
vice of Jehovah, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 
in the presence of a very large congregation, filling not only 
the pews, but the aisles." The services of the ueclication 
were as follows. Voluntary, by the Choir; Introductory 
Prayer, Rev. George Trask; Reading the Scriptures, Rev. 
Mr. Farnsworth ; Original Hymn, composed by Mrs. Anna 
Carter; Dedicatory Prayer, Rev. _George Fisher; Sermon, 
by the Pastor; Dedication Hymn, music and words by Ben
jamin Holt, of Lancaster; Concluding Prayer, ReY. Joseph 
S. Clark, of Boston; Voluntary by the Choir. The Rev. 
Mr. Clark was the Secretary .of the Massachusetts Home 
Missionary Society, who did much in building up the waste 
places of the Commonwealth. This church was nided for some 
years, by the society which he represented on this occasion. 
The dimensio~s of the sanctuary were these. L ength, sixty
one feet; width, forty-two and a half feet. There 1vas a por
tico, seven feet deep, with fluted columns. The house was 
of wood with a graceful steeple, tl~e summit of which was 
about one hnnch·ed and ten feet fi·om the ground. The build
ing was in good proportion, was painted white, and 1vas car
peted and cushioned. There was a gallery at the west end 
for the choir and organ. 

In the year 18G"3, during the ministry of Rev. Mr. Leavitt, 
the hou_se was enlarged by the addition of about sixteen feet, 
making it not far from seventy-seven feet in length. At the 
same time the interior was frescoed. · 

The Chapel, which is· thirty-six feet in length, by twenty
one and a half feet in width, was erected in the year 1852, 
and placed in the rear of the church. . 
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In 18±4 tho church lost nearly half its memb~rship by the 
formation of the Second Evangelical Church, in Clintonville, 
now the Congregational Church in Clinton. That church was 
recognized by an Eccesiastical council, held November 14, 
at the house of Horatio N. Bigelow. On the eighth of Decem- Cbl 

her, twenty-sfx members were dismissed and recommended 
to the new church in Clintonville. Not long after, five more 
were dismissed, making thirty-one. The congregation was 
diminished in about the same ratio. Some of those who left 
were among the most able to ben.r the pecuniary burdens of a 
parish. 

The ministry of )fr. Packilrd was useful, and his relations 
with his people pleasant. This is worthy of special remark, 
as the times were adverse to harmony. The temperance ques
tion divided public sentiment, and in a town not very f~LVor
a.ble to prohibitory legislation, or by any means agreed in 
1·egard to total abstinence, it required discretion on the part 
of the minister to maintain his place and influence as an out
spoken temperance man. The anti-s1avery agitation ex
cited stronger passions. The town was a stronghold of old 
whigism, but Mr. Packard was an uncompromising Christian , 
abolitionist. · Through all the turmoil of those time::;, he en
joyed the general esteem. 

The church received .mauy additions both by letter and pro
fession. The greatest number of admissions in any year was 
in 1~51, when twenty-seven were added. At length, in the c.
year 1854, Mr. Packard asked a dismission, giving h~:·o reasons 
for the action. ((First, on account of pecuniary embarra~s
ments ;"and secondly, because he hn,d received an invitation 
from the Second Congregational Church in Cambridgeport, 
which in his words : ((leave no doubt in my mind of my duty 
to accept it." 

On the sixth ·of April the church voted to comply with the 
request for dismission, and recorded jts high estimation of 
Mr. Packard as a m:tn, a Christian minititer, a public spirit
ed n1embor of society, a friend of education, and u zealous 
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advocate of general improvement and good morals. The action 
of the council which dismissed Mr. Packard is not upon the 
Records of the church. He was settled in Camhridgeport, 
according to his anticipation, and continued there about one 
year. His next and final settlement was in Biddeford, Me., 
where, after a respected and useful ministry, he suddenly died, 
on the seventeenth of February, 1864, ngrd sixty-two years. 
The tidings of his death were received with sorrow among the 
people of his former charge in this pLace. At a church meet
ing held on the twenty-first of February, a series of resolu
tions was passed, expressing in tender and affectionate terms, 
their appreciation of his character, con veyit>g theil' warm synl
pathy to the bereaved family, and requesting that his remains 
might be ~~buried in this town amid the scenes of his former 
labors." The church offered to pny the expense of removal; 
but the burial was among his kindred in Maine. 

Mr. Packard was bred to the profession of law, and was 
well fitted for a successful career as a public man. Convin
ced of his duty to enter the ministry, he bee arne an earnest 
and successful pastor . In person he was well formed, with 
a pleasing countenance, and dignified deportment. He was 
oJWn called to preside in counciLs and in town meeting::;. The 
temperance reformation found in him a firm and aggressive 
friend. In the early clays of the anti-slavery movement, when 
a minister put all worldly prospects in peril by espousing 
the cause of the enslaved, he was a devoted and outspoken 
advocate of their rights. But he never neglected his duties 
as a pastor, while laboring for the needy beyond the limits 
of his parish. Rather he did his duty to his own people · by 
interesting them in the welfare of others. 

The history of the church in its origin, and during the pas
torate of its first minister has been given at some length; but 
for obvious reasons, only a brief reference to succeeding pas
torates will be needed. 

Mr. Franklin B. Doe, a graduate of Bangor Th·eological 
Seminary, was unanimously invited to become pastor, at a 

• 
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meeting of the church held on the fourth day of August, 
1854. The society concurred, the invitation was accepted, 
and Mr. Doe was ordained and installed on the nineteenth of 
October, by an Ecclesiastical council. Omitting the names 
of delegates and the proceedings of the council, the order 
of service at the ordination was as follows. Reading of the 
Scriptures, by Rev. J. S. Bingham, of Leominster; Intro
ductory Prayer, by Rev. L. H. Sheldon, of Townsend, (not a 
member of the council;) Sermon, by Rev. Eden B. Foster, 
of Lowell ; Ordaining Prayer, by Rev. J. W. Chickering, 
of Portland, Me. ; Right Hand of Fellowship, by Rev. vV. 
W. Winchester, of Clinton ; Charge to the pastor, by Rev. 
S. W. Hanks, of Lowell; Address to the People, by Rev. 
Charles Packard ; Concluding Prayer, by Rev. Joseph W. 
Cross, of West Boylston ; Benediction by the pastor. 

The Records during the pastorate of Mr. Doe are very 
scanty. He attended seven councils, by vote of the church, 
in company with a delegate. No votes were passed; no 
changes in rules or administration were made. The number 
of admissions to the church, during his ministry, was twenty
seven ; fifteen by profession. 

Having received an invitation by a ((unanimous voice to 
the pastorate of a church in the west, which seemed to open 
a wider field of influence," Mr. Doe resigned on the twenty
fourth of September, 1858, and requested that a council 
might be called to effect the dismission in the regular way. 
The church complied with the request, and the council, held 
on the sixth of October, cordially commended Mr. Doe ((to 
the confidence of the churches as an able, efficient and suc
cessful minister of the gospel." 

Mr. Doe "\Yas settled in the growing town of Appleton, 
\Visconsin, where his labors were greatly blessed. Later 
he became the Superintendent of Home Missions in the state 
of his adoption, and has proved himself well adapted to the 
arduous and reponsible duties of that position. 
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Among those who supplied the pulpit was Mr. John E. 
Todd, now of New Haven, who received a call in May, 1859, 
which he declined. In December the Rev. S. C. Kendall, 
then of Milford, N. H., received an invitation to settle. It 
was expected that he would accept, but an unexpected dem
onstration on the part of the people of his charge, induced 
him to remain with them. 

On the twenty-eighth of March, 18GO, Rev. Amos E. Law
;r·ence was invited to ~~settle in the gospel ministry," by the 
church; the society concurring. For some reason there was 
·delay and the invitation was renewed on the fourteenth of 
May, with the allowance of four weeks annually for a Yaca.
tion, and fixing the commencement of the pastorate on the 
first of October. In due time a council was invited to meet 
'On the tenth of October, when the installation took place. 
The following churches were invited, with the proviso that 
the ~~committee be authm·ized to add to or strike from the 
Jist at the request of Rev. Mr. Lawrence." The church in 
Norwich, Conn., Rev. Mr. Gulliver, pastor; l-Iarvard, Rev. 
Mr. Dodge ; Leominster, Rev. Mr. Backus ; Clinton, Rev. 
Mr. Winchester; Fitchburg, Rev. JYir. Emerson; vYorcester, 
Rev . .!VIr. James; Woburn, Rev. J\ir. -:\farsh. The serviees 
took place accordingly, but there is no record of the council 
in the church books. 

At a meeting of the church, November 2, 1860, it was 
voted that u ~~contribution be taken e_ach communion season 
to defray the expense of the communion table, and the bal
ance, if any, to be app1ied to the relief of the poor of the 
·church under the direction of the pastor and deacons." Dea. 
Charles Wyman was chosen treasurer of the church, and Br. 
Caleb T. Symmes, auditor. 

Remarks were made by the pastor upon the expediency 
of substituting~~ The Sabbath Hymn and Tune Book" for the 
~~Church Psalmody." No vote is recorded, but the change 
was nl:.tllc not far from this time. 

Br. Lc:mder Rowell was chosen deacon, on the twenty-first 
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REv. A)tOS E. LAWRENCE lu.te of South Bri- 1 
tain Conn . , was installed as pastor of the 

. I 
Orthodox Congregational Church the IO~h I 
inst. The programme as read from the desk 
was as follows : Reading the scri.ptnres and ' 
introdnctory prayer by Rev. Mr. Backus of ' 

I Leominster; sermon by Rev. Prof. A. Phelps 
of .:\ndovar : f1·om Jamefil I. 18. ~~Of his ovm 
·willl~gat he us with the word of his truth," 
a 8ermon ~uch as OP.'e who hears, can never 
forget. Tnsttdling pra.yer by Rev. M. Dot:lge 
of Harvard ; charge to the pastor by Rev. 
Alfred Emerson of Fitchburg; right hand of 

I fellowship, Rev. "\V. A. Houghton of Berlin; I 
a.ddress to the-people by Rev. Horace James of j 
Worcester; concludingJprayer by Rev. "\V. W. 
Winchester, Clinton : bent:diction by the pas
tor . 

• 1r. Ltllo'ivencc in or • ..: ot ·~ ·- .;; noblemen, and 
such a mn.n is n. prize to a.n··_ 1rnrnuuity. 

I So you SmJ we ale not Llead' n.nd let our 
neighbors be n.Asured, we shall rise in greater 
beauty for om long seeming death. 

I ~ MoRE ANoN. 
·~~~------------
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of February, 1864, in place of Dea. Charles Humphrey de
ceased. Dea. Humphrey was held in high respect and esteem 
by the church and the community. 

Mr. Lawrence having asked a release from his pastoral re
lation, the church, on the sixth of March, 1864, voted to 
unite in calling a council, but deeply regretted the occasion 
that compelled the pastor to renew his request. It was far
ther voted: ((that we tender to him our cordial sympathy, 
and unite in the hope that the complete restoration of his 
health may soon permit him, in the fulness of his strength, 
to resume his labors in the gospel ministry." The church al
so promised to remember him and his family in their prayers 
that the Great Head of the church might ((ever attend them 
with his graeious guidance and bestow upon each of them 
his rich blessings.:' The council was held, of course, but 
no trace of its action is on the Records. Thirty-one were 
added during this pastorate ; all but eleven by profession. 

Mr. Lawrence since his dismission, has been engaged in 
pastoral duties, .in assisting in the p_reparatig}1 of learned 
w .. orl~s for the press, and in foreig;tra.;el. His present place 
of residence is Newton. 

Varjous clergymen occupied the pulpit for nearly a year. 
At one time an effort was made to engage a minister for a 
year, but this proposition was unsatisfactory. At length, on 
the twenty-third of February, 1865, a unanimous vote was 
passed in these words: ((that we cordially invite Br. George 
R. Leavitt, of Lowell, to settle with us in the gospel minis
try." The invitation was accepted. 

The ordaining council met, March 29, 1865. The follow
ing churches were invited 'to be present by pastor and dele
gate. High Street church, Lowell, Rev. Owen Street, pas
tor; Cn1vinistic church, Fitchburg, Rev. Alfred Emerson; 
Church in Harvard, Rev. J. Dodge; Evangelical, Clinton, 
Rev. B. Judkins; Church in South Groton, (now Ayer,) 
Rev. M. C. Stebbins; Church in Ashby; Evangelical, Ster
ling, Rev. J. C. Larabee; Church in Blackstone, H.ev. Jona-
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than E. Edwards; College Street church, New Haven, Rev. 
0. T. Lanphear; Triuitarin.n church, Fitchburg, Rev. Mr 
Hutchings; Free church, Providence, Rev. Jmnes C. White; 
Rev. Messrs. Lawrence and Ames, resident clergymen, were 
also invited . . Mr. Edwards had been a resident here, several 
years, before going to Blackstone. At the request of Mr. 
Leavitt, Rev. Drs. Beckwith, of Boston, and Leavitt, of 
Providence, were called to the council. The action of the 
council, and the order of service are not recorded. 

At u meeting held, May 5, 1865, after the prepn.ratory lec
ture, it was voted to tt take up a contribution for some be
nevolent object once in two months," upon the tt first Sabbath 
after each communion." This vote is still in force, but the 
objects of benevolence were subsequently somewhat modi
fied. At the same meeting provision was made for prepar
ing and printing the present tt ~1anual" of the church. The 
pastor, and the clerk, Br. Spencer R. Merrick, were charged 
with this service. 

The t.:hnrch, at a meeting held at the close of the morning 
service, Oetober 18, 1868, appointed a committee to sub
mit a plan for the organization of the Sabbath school, and 
the choice of new officers. On the following Sabbath the 
committee reported a plan, and the church adopted it, thus 
making the Sabbath school an institution of the church. This 
plan was re-enacted in 1872. 

Mr. Leavitt resigned early in the year 1870, but none of 
the proceedings leading to the council are recorded. The 
minutes of the council, however, are on record. The only 
reason given to the · council why the pastor asked a dismis
sion, was the inadequacy of the salary to meet his tt neces
sary and somewhat peculiar burdens." In sundering the 
relation the council resolved tt that we most cordially recom
mend him to all churches of Christ, as a preacher of supe
rior abilities, as a pastor of abundant labors and conscientious 
fidelity, and as a Christian of earnest devotion to the Master 
and his work. ~1 
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Sixty-seven members were admitted to the chul'ch during 
the pastorate of Mr. Leavitt; forty of them by profession of 
their faith. ~1:r Leavitt, in the course of a few months, was 
settled as pastor of the Pilgrim chureh in Cambridgeport, 
'"here his ministrations have been attended with great success. 

The Hev. Abijah P. Marvin, then residing in Worcester, 
supplied the pulpit during the months of February and March, 
1870, ·with the exception of one Sunday. He also was here 
a few Sabbaths in June and July. l-Ie began as Acting Pas
tor on the first Sabbath in October. This relation was con
tinued until May, 1872. 

On the fifth of November, 1871, the church voted to use 
the Hymn and Tune Book entitled the ((Tribute of Praise," 
in the Chapel. 

At the same meeting a committee previously chosen to 
present a Plan for the ((Bible Service" made a report, which 
was adopted, and followed with much interest and pro.fit for 
two or three seasons. By this arrangement the Sabbath school 
1vas held in the afternoon, instead of during the interval of 
worship. At the close of the lessons, the pastor made a short I 
address explanatory of any difficult passages in the lesson, 
and enforcing some prominent truth contained in it. He also 
led in prayer, and after singing, dismissed the congregation 
with the benediction. The cause of the discontinuance of 
the Bible service was this. About three-fifths of the chil-
dren belonging to the congregation, lived so far fi·om the 
meeting-house that they did not return to the afternoon meet-
ing. If they were to receive Sabbath school instruction, it 
was necessary to give it to the1n at the close of the morning 
service. 

At a meeting of the church, held March 19, 1872, it was 
((unanimously voted that we extend a Call to Rev. A. P. 
Marvin to become pastor of this church." The parish con
curring in this action, the invitation was accepted, and the 
council for installation assembleJ on the first day of May, 
1872. Rev. J. W. Wellman, D. D., of Newton, was chosen 
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moderator, and Rev. William ~T. Batt, of Leominster, scribe. 
The parts in the public services were performed as follows. 

Invocation and Heading the Scriptures, lJvr Rev ;c.. L. D. 
J\fears ; Prayer before Sermon, Rev. S. De vY itt Clark ; Ser
mon, Rev. Dr. vVellman; Installing Prayer, Rev. W. J. Batt; 
Charge to the pastor, Rev. Alfred Emerson; Right Hand of 
Fellowship, Rev. Davis Foster, of vVinchenclon; Address. 
to the people, Rev. George R. Leavitt; Concluding Prayer, 
Rev. L. vV. Spring, of Fitchburg. The choir performed very 
acceptable service on the occasion. 

January 5, 1872, the church voted to observe the ((Week 
of Prayer," and to have the meetings on the afternoon and 
evening of alternate days, beginning with Sunday evening. 
At the same meeting Br. Frederick V{hitney was unanimously 
chosen deacon of the church, in place of Dea. Charles Wy
man. The latter ::;erved with acceptance from the organiza
tion of ,the church until his lamented death in the spring of 
1870. 

The pastoral relation of Mr. ~farvin was terminated in the 
fall of 1875. lie asked a dismission on the twelfth of Sep
tember, which was agreed to by the ~burch at a 1neeting held 
on the seventeenth. Tho council met on the twenty-first of 
October, and organized by tho choice of Rev. \Villium A. 
Houghton, of Berlin, as moderator, and Rev. De V\'jtt S. 
Clark as scribe. The result expressed the esteem of the 
council for :Mr. ~Iarvin, and sympathy for the ehurch. 

The admissions to the church during the last pastorate were 
thirty; eleven of which ·were on confession of fhith in Christ. 
On the first Sabbath of tTuly following, [1876,] twelve young· 
persons, all members of the Sabbath school, wore received 
into the church, by profession. None have since been ad
mitted to this date. 

Mr. Marvin has continued to reside in the town , preaching 
as occaRion offered, and engaged in writing the I-Iistory of 
Lancaster. In the first year and a half after his dismission, 
about forty ministers were heard, one or more Sabbaths, each . 
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Parish Meeting.-Last Saturday afternoon, 1st, 
the Orthodox church voted unanimously (with 
one exception) to invite William DeLos Love, of 
Andover seminary, to become their pastor; subse-

1 

quently a meeting of the parish 'vas held, Sewall 
Day, moderator, which voted unanimously to con-
cur with the church in extending the call, offering 
the candidate a salary of $1000. ~lt1~ 
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Rev. IIenry C. Fay supplied in the early part of 1876, and 
the Rev. l\1arcus Ames, formerly Superintendent of the In
dustrial school, was acting pastor from April 1, 1877, for one 
year. 

l\1r. vYilliam DeLoss Love, jr., a graduate of Hamilton 
college and a member of the senior class of Andover Theo
logical Seminary, came here, by invitn,tion of the committee 
of supply, in April, 1878, and after preaching several Sab- · 
baths, received a unanimous call to settle in the ministry from 
both church and ,parish. He accepted the call, and was or
dained and installed on ·the eighteenth of September. The 
churches represented in the council, were the Roll stone church, 

· Fitchburg, Rev. ,G. R. W. Scott; the Pilgrim church in Cam--. 
bridgeport, Rev. George R. Leavitt; and the Congregational 
churches in Leicester, Rev. A. I-I. Coolidge; Berlin, Rev. 
Wm. A. Houghton; Clinton, Rev. DeWitt S. Clark; South ,( 
Natick, Rev. Pearse Pinch; Townsend, Rev. A. F. Newton; 
Leominster, Rev. S. C. Kendall, with their delegates. The 
following clergymen, without charge, were also members of 
the council. Rev. William De Loss Love, D. D., of Ando
ver; Rev. George H. Gould, D. D., of Worcester; Rev. 
Marcus Ames and Rev. A. P. l\iarvin, both of Lancaster. 

The organization was effected by the choice of Rev. l\1r. 
Coolidge, moderator, and Rev. Mr. Newton, scribe. After 
a thorough ancl satisfactory examination of the candidate, the 
public services were conducted in the following order. In
vocation, Rev. Marcus Ames ; Rending the Scriptures? Rev. 
George W. R. Scott; Sermon, Rev. Dr. Gould; Admission 
of the pastor elect to the Church, Rev. vVilliam A. Hough
ton; Ordaining Prayer, Rev. A. H. Coolidge; Charge to 
the Pastor, Rev. Dr. Love; Righ~ Hand of Fellowship, Rev. 
De Witt S. Clark; Address to the People, Rev. George R. 
Leavitt; Concluding Prayer, by Rev. A. P. Marvin; Bene
diction by the Pnstor. The various parts, including the ser
vice of song by the choir, were very acceptable to a large 
audience. 

38 
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The first minister of this church began with a salary of 
$500. ·This was increased to $600, and $800, in his time, or 
soon after; and was raised to $1,000, per annum, previous 
to the settlement of Mr. Leavitt. During his pastorate and 
that of his sw;~cessor, the salary was raised to $1,200. But 
those were times of high prices. The salary is $1,000 at 
present. 

The church has been in the habit of aiding its own mem
bers, when in need, from the beginning. This has been clone 
by taking a collection at every communion, and by private 

f benevolence, of which no account is kept. In addition, the 
members realize the duty of aiding any of their neighbors 
or townsmen, in seasons of want and sickness. 

The contributions to ·benevolent objects, through the vari
ous Congregational organizations, have been taken at stated 
times, for many years. There has been an increase since the 
close of the war, and in some years, as between 18 71 and 
1876, the amount reached from $400 to about $800. 

The audience is of the average number for a country con
gregation, representing about eighty families. 

IV. THE NEW JERUSALE):I CHURCH. 

There have been, in this town, for more than half a cent
ury, a number of persons who receive to some extent, the 
religious views of Emanuel Swedenborg. A letter from 
Timothy Harrington Carter, of Newton, says: ((I think my 
brother I-Ioratio was the first r~ceiver living in Lancaster, in 
1824. He was a member of Dr. Thayer's church, and sub
sequently seceded." Horatio Carter was a deacon in the Uni-

;rJc 
tarian church. He resignecl,,,and asked a dismission on account 
of his change of opinions. The letter proceeds: ((My three 
sisters soon after became receivers, and then my grandmother, 
Arethusa Harrington, daughter of Rev. Tj mothy Harrington, 
at the age of eighty-two. She joined the Boston Soeiety. 

((The first Sabbath meetings were held at the house of my 
brother George, in 1830, [the Dr. Lincoln house J. Mr. 
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Joseph Andrews, then living h1 Lancaster, was the first reader, 
usually from Swedenborg's writings, or a selected sermon, 
with some of the chants and the praye1~. 

((Mr. Henry "'\Vildor about this time attended tho meet
ings, and a Mr. and ~frs. Douglass fi'onl England. Soon 
.after Mrs. Southwick and her family occupied the Stedman 
Mansion house, and the office .. wn.s fitted up for the Sunday 
meetings; and n!Ir. Gilman vVorcester sometimes officiated 
as reader." 

J\1r. Artemas Barnes, then residing on the Eli Stearns place, 
(now S. R. Damon's,) became a member, and continued so 
after removing from the town. His love for the New Church 
and its doctrines is shown by the following anecdote. He 
bought c~rtain equities in real estate, which cost the seller 
ten thousand dollars, for five hundred dollars. The seller 
threw in a copy of the ((True Christian Heligion," (Sweden
borg's work). .1\!Ir. Barnes cc lost the :five hundred dollars but 
said it was the best bargain he ever made.:' 

By the removal of the families of Mr. Andrews, the Messrs. 
Carter\, and others from the town, the number of worship
pers became so reduced that the meetings were discontinued. 
But in the fall of the year 1857, they were resumed. At first 
the company met at the house of .1\!Ir. ·vvorcester, who then 
lived in the house of the hteveneru,ble William Nowell. Later 
the meetings were held in the academy. Next, they were at 
the house of lVlrs . .1\iary G. \V are. In these years .l\1r. \Vil
der was reader, and conducted the services. The meetings 
were suspended again, but at what precise date is not known. 

In the year 1865, the meetings were resumed again, and 
were held in an ante-room of the town hall, with Mr. vVilder 
as the reader. When ministers were present, the servietes 
were in the town hall. This arrangement was continued about 
ten years, until the decease of 1\lr. \Vilder, in the summer 
of 1875. He was au earnest fi·iend of the cause, and did not 
forget it when preparing for the future. By his will the friends 
of theN ew Church, here, became contingently on the decease 
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of his widow, heirs to a handsome property. But a con
dition of the will required the formation of a church or re
ligious society to bold the property. 

Accordingly a church holding the religious opinions of 
Swedenborg was organized in August, 1875, under the title 
of the ((New Jerusalem Church of Lancaster." The mem
bers to the number of twenty belonged to the towns of Lan
caster, Harvard, Lunenburg~Leom1nsiJ.t' ~ ~ The 
officers are a Clerk, Treasurer, and an Executive Committee 
of three. Since the organization of the church, I-Ioratio D. 
I-Iumphrey has been the reader. 

The church hold weekly meetings on the Sabbath, in the 
south ante-room of the town hall. The services consist of 
singing, prayer, and the reading of a discourse. When a 
minister is present, he delivers ::m original sermon. 

A meeting for conference, reading and devotions is also 
held weekly at some private house. 

The Rev. Abiel Silver, of Boston Highlands, has spent sev
eral summer vacations in the town, and always rendered 
acceptable service. Rev. James Reed, of Boston, has offi
ciated on seYeral occasions. Rev. Joseph Pettee always 
comes at quarterly meetings, and administers the communion. 

It will gratify many to have a brief statement of the ((Doc
trines of the New Church." The following is from good 
authority. 

((I. God is One in Essence and in Person, in whom there 
is a distinct and essential Trinity, called in the vVord, the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and the Lord Jesus Christ is 
this God, and the only true object of worship. 

((II. In order to be saved, man must believe on the Lord, 
and strive to obey his commandments, looking to him alone 
for strength and assistance, and acknowledging that all life 
and salvation are from Him. 

((III. The Sacred Scriptures, or the Divine Word, is not 
only the revelation of the Lord's will and the history of his 
dealings with men, but also contains the infinite treasures 
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of his wisdom expressed in symbolical or correspondentia.l 
language, and therefore in addition to the sense of the letter, 
there is in the Word an inner or spiritual sense, which can 
be interpreted only by the law of correspondence between 
things natural and things spiritual. 

~~IV. Now is the time of the Second Coming of the Lord, 
foretold in Matt. xxrv., and the ~stablishment of the New 
Church signified by the New Jerusalem in Revelation xxr., 
and this Second Coming is not a vi~Sible appearance on earth, 
but a new disclosure of Divine Truth, and the promulgation 
of true Christian Doctrine, effected by means of the Lord's 
servant, Emanuel Swedenborg, who was specially instructed 
in this Doctrine, and commissioned to publish it to the world. 

~~ V. Man's life in the material body is but the preparation 
for eternal life, and when the hody dies, man immediately 
rises into the spiritual wor1d, and, after preparation in_ an in
termediate state, dwells forever in Heaven or Hell, accord
ing to the character acquired during his earthly life. 

~~VI. The Spiritual World, the eternal home of men af
ter death, is not remote from this world, but is in direct con
junction with it, and we are, though unconsciously, always 
in immediate communion with angels and spirits." 

V. SEVEXTH. DAY ADVENTIRT CTIURCH. 

The Seventh Day Adventists are a variety of the great 
body of Millenarians, who believe in the speedy Second 
Coming of Christ, in bodily form, to begin and continue a 
personal reign on the earth. The first meetings of the Ad
ventists, in Lancaster, were held in the year 1856. Those 
interested in the subject met at the house of Le·wis II. Priest, 
who then lived on the Lunenburg road, at the old Sodi San
derson place. Persons came from other towns, and the meet
ings were kept np about four years. By the removal of fam
ilies and other changes, the meetings were suspended a few 
years, but in 1864 an organization was effected, at the house 
of Ylr. Priest, who had removed to South Lancaster. At this 
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8 
time, the church consisted of~ members, five males and 
five females . Elder Stephen N. Haskell moved into the place, 
this year, and has n3tained the relation of elder till the present 
time, making this his permanent residence. Joel Crandall 
has also been in the position of elder during the past year. 
Elder Robinson resides here, though his labors are chiefly in 
other places. 

Elder Haskell bought the old Odd Fellows' I-Iall, that 
stood where Mr. \iV eeks now lives, fitted it up for a dwelling 
house, and-for some time opened his rooms for a place of wor
ship. That hQuse now stands on the east side of the road, 
and a little back, about east of the school-house. Meetings 
were held in this house until Mrs. R. A. Rice boug4t the house 
on the corner between Dea. Rowell, and vVellington's shop. 
This was an ancient tavern, and had a large hall over the L 
part. Here the meetings began to be held about ten years 
ago. In 187 5 the society moved into the chapel which stood 
on the spot now occupied by the church. The latter edifice 
was dedicated .earljdn May~1878. It is a very neat and con
venient house of worship, well finished without, and taste
fully furnished in the interior. An unpretentious and well
proportioned steeple improves the appearance of the building. 
The length of the edifice is fifty-six feet; the breadth is thir
ty-two feet. The cost was not far from $3,000. 

There are eighty members of the church, the majority of 
whom live in the neighborhood, though some reside at a dis
tance. About twenty families have their homes in sight of 
the church; some live in Still River and some in Bolton. 
South Lancaster is the head-quarters of the New England 
Conference, and camp-meetings aTe held here neaTly every 
season. 

The church has regular serviee on the seventh day of the 
week,- Saturday- and observe the day with great strict
ness. There are meetings of the church held quarterly. On 
the second Sabbath of every third n1onth, there is a general 
quarterly meeting, including several churches. The general 
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conference of the whole body is held yearly at Battle Creek, 
Michigan, which is the grand center of operations for the 
whole denomination. 

In their general doctrinal views, the Seventh Day Adven
tists are allied to Evangelical Christendom. The following 
are some of their distinctive tenets. 

1. The seventh day is the Sabbath. 2. Immersion in the 
name of the Trinity is the only valid baptism. 3. Christ 
will soon return, and begin his personal reign. The time is 
not known, but is near. 4. The saints sleep after death 
until the :first resurrection, which will take place at the second 
advent of Christ. 5. At the advent, the ~~ dead in Christ " 
will be raised, and go to live with their Lord in the air. 6. 
After a thousand years, the wicked will be raised. This is 
the second resurrection. 7. They will be destroyed by the 
brightness of Christ's coming. That is, they will be annihi
lated. 8. Souls are not naturally immortal, but immortality 
is imparted to the righteous, through grace. 9. The earth 
will be renovated, and become the :final, blessed abode of the 
righteous. 

VI. THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

Several years passed after Roman Catholic families began 
to settle in Lancaster, before they provided themselves with 
a church. For many years they resorted to Clinton for spi
ritual direction, and .for the purpose of worship. But in the 
year 1872 they had become so numerous as to make the erec
tion of a sanctuary a matter of economy as well as conven
ience. A large and valuable lot of land was obtained, and a 
house was covered in before winter. In the spring following, 
work was resumed, and the church was ready for dedication 
or consecration on the twelfth day of July, 1873. The ser
vice was attended by a large company, who rejoiced in the 
realization of their hopes. 

The dimensions of the building are about seventy-five by 
forty-two feet. There is a basement which has not been put 
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to use, except for heating purposes. The pews are near to
gether, giving a large seating capacity. The cost of the land 
and the edifice was great, as prices were high at the time. 
It is said that the whole expense was not far from thirteen 
thousand dollars. 

The pews are owned by the church, and are rented quarter-
/(;.~ :r. ly to the occupants. The Rev. R. ~ Patterson, of Clinton, 

or tt father Patterson" as he is styled by his attached parish
ioners, has had the spiritual care of the parish from the 
beginning. The attendance on public worship is large and 
punctual, and the influence of the services is manifestly con
ducive to good morals, as it is doubtless comforting to the 
worshippers. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

BUSINESS. PUBLISHING. SOCIETIES. POPULATION. AUTHORS 
AND BOOKS. 

THIS chapter must, of necessity, be miscellaneous, as there 
are many subjects which could not be well placed in other 
connections. 

BUSINESS. 

Some inform._'1tion will be arranged under the head of busi
ness, though nothing but a brief notice of different branches 
-can be given. Stores, mills, factories, shops, banks, etc., 
have given employment to many in past times. 

STORE CoRNERS.~ :first store in Lancaster was the 
-<t trucking-house" of :Mr. King, in tlu~ t( Indhn eamp pa~tur~ " 
This was on the side of George hill, 13t9ar tho dividing line, 
between the land of George A. Parkm· und: Jon a.~ G oss. The 
place ha been already marke<r,' only it may be said, i1y pass
ing, th this spot became a 6'orner when the road was made 
over eorge hill from Sout6' Lancaster, by the Tuttle place, 
eros ing the road from Doers IIorns towards the north part 
of he town. Both the~ roads have been disconynued so long 

to be forgotten. 
This store business was sold to John Prescott, in a year 

or two, when lie built the se_QQud trucking-house in the town. 
This stood a few rods northwest of the "'Yard house, now 
owned by Mrs. vVare. It was about n1idway between 1\1rs. 
Ware and Mr. ICilbourn, on the west side of the ravine. This 
was then u corner, as the road went northeast by the store, 
and crossed the ravine behind the house where 1\Ir. Heald 
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now lives. Prescott had a blacksmith-shop on the south side 
of the road from Chandler's corner to George hill. His son 
Jonathan carried on the business of blacksmithing after his 
father. It is supposed that Mr. Tinker, who afterwards re
moved to New London, was a trader,~98._I??ssibly he suc
ceeded John Prescott in the store. Bus,_thil is conjecture. 

In a later generation, when the main road to South Lan
caster was fixed in its present location, the store was moved 
to the corner opposite to the Ward house, and placed on the 
land of the late Col. Fay. This store was occupied by Levi 
Willard and Samuel Ward, alone or in company, for a period 
of nearly sixty years. The garrison-house of Rev. Mr. vVhi
ting and Rev. Mr. Gardner was between the store and the 1~ r-
of Mrs. Col. Fay. Still later in origin was the store on .f/J-
~'s corner, occupied long ago, by Elijah Wilder and 
etfiers . .T.£iT~. (~~) 

Going to the Old Common, there was a store" at the farm 
house of the Industrial school. The north and south road 
formerly crossed at this spot. There was another store op
posite to the school-house corner. The store was where the 
Parks house, now occupied by lVIr. J. A. Messenger, stands. 

1\ Oliver Carter carried on the business, and had an assortment 
of books. 

Coming to the Center, the first store of which we have any 
knowledge, W[\.S at the corner east of Charles L. "\Yilder. 
All travel, north and south, and east and west, converged to 
this place. Col. Samuel Willard, grandson of the renown
ed Major, bought the property of his grandfather, and lived 
in the house now occupied by Sewell Day. He carried on 
the business at the corner store for many years. It is sup
posed that his son, CoL Abijah, succeeded him. Another 
son, Col. Levi, was a trader, and perhaps was a partner, in 
early life ; but he was afterwards associated w:ith Capt. \V ard. 
Josiah Bridge and his brother, traded at this place, several 
years. The house and store were then owned in succession 
by Ebenezer Torr~y and Davis Whitman, retired merchants 
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from Boston, but they did not engage in business here. The 
travel by the Neck having fallen off by reason of change of 
roads and bridges, a new store was erected on the corner by 
the house of Mr. Stowell, on the west side. De{~i\r';tles had 
liberty from the town to build on common land. Here busi
ness was carded on by him for many years, and down to a 
time remembered by some now living. 

The brick store on the corner opposite the Evangelical (c..J 

church was builtbyGii:i~~B. Parker. It was ~ccupied fu.r:ty ~3 a :"!J: ago by Wilder S. Thurston. Among~ successors 
let~ 

W. S. Thurston,~George Dodge, Solon WHder, George 
Green, and again Mr. Wilder, the present owner .t.rlw ~f. J..t{R-'11 ';} L c;-{~ ~ :~,.. 

Sewall Carter had a store, half a century since on the cor- b ;V't', 
ner opposite to Thomas Blood's, where the road turns up by 
the Washburn pla-ce. The above were the chief centers of 
mercantile business in former generations. There have been 
many other stores, large and small, in the town. Notably, 
the one on the ground now occupied by William.G. vVilder, 
in South Lancaster, where John G. Thurston, during many 
years, kept the largest store in the county. 

The same was true of other Lancaster stores, at di~erent 
periods. For example, the store of Mr. Emerson, on the 
Old Common, had an assortment of everything wanted in 
the country. It is said that a young woman, preparing for 
marriage and house-keeping, could obtain in Emerson's store, 
all articles necessary for clothing, bedding, and furnishing 
the house from bottom to top. Crockery, tinware, hardware, 
earthenware, spinning wheels, looms, in ·a word, everything 
needed in starting a family. In. addition, the store supplied 
East and vY est India goods. It is needless to say, that there 
was a full supply of various liquors. This was, in its time, 
the most extensive store in the county. The same is report
ed of the store of Willard & vVard. 

In the North Village Levi Lewis kept store many years, 
and did a large business. He commenced about :fifty years 

ago. Jf.;. s ~ Ct-Jc a1u 9 ~ L. 



604 HISTORY OF LANCASTER. 

Josiah and Charles Bridge moved from the store on the 
corner of the Neck road, to the Rand house, now occupied 
by Jeremiah Moore. Their business was extensive. 

At the Dyer place was a store which accommodated \Ae north
€ast section of the town. It was kept by Eben Francis. 
Nearly two generations have passed away since it was in full 
operation. 

(et-/ ~1ILLS, SHOPS AND FACTORIES.- The first mill, as is well 
known, was Prescott's, in Clinton. Coming within present 

Jill '( c . towp limits, there ~1:·~ millj at .Deers I-Iorns in very early 
J ~a..o ~~~ 54.W • • • , 
~' 1 " 1 ~ (} S:!Jf.f~ ~the ~1m1ted wat~r power there has been Improved . _ 

t.o~:H'e~~~-1;-'he nnlls at South Lancaster were started kV J<[(v':> 
b~ WiL "'~ ~. StW.Jrrf?:t - • . • d · ;mope than :;t ceRtnry ~tRee. ~ . , In 
th~wfed this privHege, and iru.p.r.o.ved it, many 
yearf} Aftefh1mcam~ennett, ~and others, tiUitpassed 1<6'1 '! 
into the hands of Samuel Carter. There was a saw and a . 
grist mill, and at one time, a fulling mill. The grist miU re
mains. A cotton factory was built about thirty-five years ago. 
The property is now owned by George W. White. 

The Pouikin water power was used, as stated on a former 
page, far back in the last century. CoL Joseph vVilder owned 

? this~1~n Cor.0-li\Le-~he-S~~ciJ 
· Saw and grist mills were here at first, to meet pressing needs. 
Then came iron works, nail making, etc. Successive own
ers have been Joseph vVilder, Gardner \Vilder, ~1aynard, 
Jones, ICnight, Charles L. vVader, senior and junior, . and 
~thers. The mills gave place to a cotton factory about 1861. 
It is· now in the possession of .the Lancaster Savings Bank, 
of whom Frank Sargent rented it a few years since. The . 
water now runs by, unused, though capable of moving much 
machinery. ~'1 .o..t ~ cvr~ Jgqo 

~ ~t Shoeshanl~, so called, the~·e was a n~ill, Inany ;ears si~ce. 
~ 1 J 3 2. - IS < ' \.. • l 

~ IJ4UL , Next a dam was built across 
, 7 1...._- the river, and a larger mill was erected. This property has 

been in the ~and~ of Sewall Carter, and the Shakers. It is 'f. 
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-Cornelius Bogart, formerly of Lancaster 

died in West Fitchburg last Thursday; Mr. B: 
removed to Lancaster in 1845, where he com
m~nced. manufacturing paper in partnership 
wtth h1~ brother-in-law, E. W. Whitney, who 
now resides at Harvard. The firm sold their 
mill at Lancaster abont 1847. 
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now owned by the Shoeshank company, who make leather 
board and shoe shanks. The water power near the mouth of 
vVikapeket brook has been used a long time, by successive 
owners. It is now the property of Barney Phelps of Leo- ~ Jtu) 

minster, and annually turns out a large quantity of lumber. 
The lesser streams have also, in former times, worked their 
passage to the river. There was a fulling mill and clothier's 
shop near the mouth of Canoe brook, between Ponnkin and 
Shoeshank. Rugg's saw mill was farther up stream, half a 
mile, in the woods. Small mills on Cumbery brook, and on 
the brook running through the North Vi~lage have already 'hu 1>--wvk ~ 
been noted. These smaller privileges have been long aban-
doned. 

For several generations before the opening of the Fitch
burg railroad, about 1845, Lancaster was a thoroughfare of 

1
6-l 

travel from points west and north. In consequence, certain 
branches of business grew up, or were much enlarged. A 
stage route fi·om the direction of Petersham and towns be
yond, went through South Lancaster. But the main lines of 
travel were through the north and the center of the town. 
Previous to 1845, the travel through the North Village and 
the Center was very great. Besides the long strings of teams, 
passing back and forth, there were, at one time, 1838, thirty
two stages weekly, carrying on the average, forty-eight pas
sengers daily, going from Boston to Albany, to Brattleboro' 
and to Keene; and also from Lowell to 'Vorcester. This 
gave business to hotels, of which there were three in North 
Village, besides tho great hotel in the Center and a smaller 
one in South Lancaster. Cart, wagon and sleigh makers 
found ready employment. Abraham Mallard and brother 
were wheelwrights in North Village. Blacksmiths, harness 
makers, and other mechanics were in demand. 

One kind of lmsinetis leads to the introduction of other 
kinds. Major Fisher was a cabinet maker and watchmaker; 

'f.-- Capt. Jacob Fisher was a cabinet maker and painter. The 
business \Vas carried on, a.t first in North Village, and after-
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wards at Lane's crossing, where Capt. Anthony Lane con
tinued it. He was succeeded by Charles Safford. Capt. 
Carter Fisher was a gunsmith. A little west of Lane's · 
factory was the hatter shop of John I-Iyde . Hats were 
also made in South Lancaster in considerable quantity by 
Luke Rugg and a Mr. Dean. There was a comb factory near 
Capt. John Maynard's house. It was the property of Gard
ner Maynard. Hannibal Laughton and vVilliam Ballard had 
a comb shop o_n Ballard hjll: Oren Holman did a larger 
business in the same line, at his house, sometimes employing 
a dozen hands. Dea. vVarJ Cotton, SOli of Rev. l\1r. Cotton 
of Boylston, lived on the Old Con1mon fron1 about 1825 to 
~'and made combs. Afterwards he manufactured cmnb
maker's tools. 1 jil_ ~) ~ .... ~~ 4 ,;t. ·vx.; ~ rAA..i)J 

Between thirty and forty years ago the business of mak
ing piano keys was prosecuted by Charles L. Wilder in the 
large shop on the corner of the Neck road. This was con
tinued several years, and gave employment to quite a num-

J -JL;. ~ ber of workmen. The copper pump factory of Stratton & 
~ ~ c;; Eager, now Eager & Rice, in South Lancaster, has been for 
.. ~ "r sz;:,.:a;;.· years, and is r£~~J:n prosperous condition. 
~{I! tv.. ' r'( - The late Mr.~Cobb began the pocket-book making business as 

early as 1835. In 1852 George A. Johnson entered into the 
business. He became sole proprietor in 1866, and continued 
the business in the large building now occupied as a dwelling 
by several families, till 18 7 5. 

The making of brick 1vas begun, it is believed, soon after 
the rebuilding of the town, in the latter part of the seven-

. teenth century. This was at the vVhiting place. The Phelps 
family had a brick-yard not far east frmn the railroad at Lane's 
.crossing. Jonas Lane owned the property many years. Hol
lis Eaton held it a short time, and then sold to the present 
proprietor, S. R. Damon. The works have been much en
larged in late years. 

Back of Jacob Willard's in the northeast section of the 
town, was a brick-yard worked by Aaron Johnson, in ancient 
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times. Robert Townsend made bricks at the old clay pit on 
the land . of Emery vVhite, before this century came in, and . 
with them built the old Lancaster House, or Hotel Lancaster. ~~ CJL,._~ 

0a4 .;_rw 
The Burbank brick-works, in the low lands between the ~ r· 

house and Pine hill, were in full operation sixty or seventy . 
years since, if not earlier. The first superior bricks were 
made at this ·place. The Brick church was constructed of 
materials obtained from_tb:BBurbank brick-kiln. The walls Jlti a. 

of this ancient meeting-house show no marks of the cmTocl-~;J-~~ 
ing :ooth of time. The Burbank clay-pit has not been work-~::·: r 
eel for many years. ~ ~t;:... ~~ ~ 

Mechanical business seems at present to be centred mai1~ C ~
in South .Lancaster, where the tin-shop of Leander Rovi'ell, 
and the blacksmithiug and carriage-making est~tblishments 
of George W. vVellington and S. I-I. Turner give some life 
to the place. Among the carpent ers have been Samuel A. 
Hastings, Stedman Nourse and Arhn. Estey. 

~1ention should also be made of the mill of the \Villard 
brothers, at which apples are converted into cider, vinegar, 
boiled cider and jelly, in great quantity. . The latest enter
prise of any magnitude is the hennery of Arthur :Hawkins, 
where eggs, chickens and hens are counted by thousands. 
The above is a hasty glance at the business of Lancaster. It 
does not claim to be complete, and n1ust be accepted with all 
its imperfection. Of course, the great pursuit, in every gen
eration, has been the cultivation of the son. 

rH.INTING AND ENGHAVING. 

:Mention has already been 1naclc of the Lancnster Gazette ca...) 

which 1vas published in 1828-30. This paper was connected 
with a large printing and publishing establishment, which 
brought much business and many people to the town. One 
who learned his trade in the printing office, states that as 
many as four or five hundred were connected, in some "·ay, 
with the different branches of the business. The following 
items are furnished by a person who was employed here, 
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when the enterprise was in full blast.. ((I do not remember 
with sufficient distinctness to specify any maps which were 
printed at Lancaster during the years 1830-4, the period of 
n1y stay in the town." It is known, however, that maps in 

{ti:/ great numbers were made, colored and mounted here and were 
sent out into different parts of the country. The writer, Mr. 
P. A. Ramsey, proceeJs : ((We had a copperplate printing 
establishment, but I think it was chiefly employed on illus
trated plates for works printed in Boston. Mr. Joseph Andrews, 
and one or two other persons were engnged in copper and 
steel plate engraving, but I cannot certainly say what works 
they produced, except a steel plate of Swedenborg, etc. 

((In the printing department we had several editions of 
the Child's Botany, and of the Girls' Own Book, by Mrs. 
Lydia Maria Child. Also, one or two editions of Paxton's 
Anatomy, edited by Dr. \Vinslow Lewis, of Boston. · These 
two last mentioned works were fully illustrated by wood-cuts 
engraved at Lancaster. Up to this time there had been only 
the most indifferent wood-cut engraving in this country, and 
the Girls' Own Book, the engravings for which were made 
by Mr. Hall, was doubtless the harbinger of the new order 
of wood cngravh1g which since that day bas been the chief 
attraction in so many American books. Besides these three 
works, the Lancaster Press, so far as I can remember, was 
chiefly employed on the various and then highly popular 
works of Peter Parley, a History of the United States, and 
some standard school-books. It should be borne in mind-that 
all our printing at that time was done upon hand presses. 

((Besides the printing establishment, there 1vas a stereotype 
foundry in operation in 1833-4. Besides some smaller works 
stereotyped here, two large ones were undertaken : The En
cyclopmdia of Religious I{nowledge, aud the Comprehensive 
Commentary. The latter is in several [five J large octavo 
volumes. Connected with this depa.rtment, there was also 
a type foundry for the manufacture of movable types. \-Ve 
had a book-bindery, of course, without which the book 









/tfi~Jrs of ttl e Lancaster National Bank 

1~fJPOMA~ Settled. 
John ,V. Corcoran, receiver of the Lancaster 

National Bank of Clinton, has declared the 
final dividend-a payment of 6 per cent. inter-
est on all proved claims against the bank from riNG.- BANKS. 
the ~ime J_1e af'!sumed the receivership, Jan. 20, 

609 
1886, until Nov. 20, 1890. Mr. Corcoran de-
clared ,a 5Q..l2~r <;ent. divideuj to creditors .July 'Ilt at L~1I1Ca.._<•tel' urould not hnve been 
1, 1880. .Vtthm a year thereafter two di vt- ~ "' n '-" 
~ends of 20 per cent. each were declared, mak-
mg a total of 90 per cent., and about the middle ping department was removed to 
of pct~her, ~8\39. the final 10 per cent. was 
pa1d. The dtvtclend now declared is for the in- by Messrs. Sher)ard, Oliver & Co. t 
terest on th~ debts up to the time of final pay-
ment. ~nd Is s01;nething unnsual in the settle- .sferred." 
meut of the affa1rs of an embarrassed bank. 

Qn Dec. 29,1885. President William H. Me- • d t bl' h db F & J Ne1l abscoud d with most of the bank's funds ·erre 0, was pu IS e Y • • 
nfi well as some belonging to outside persous b 1 t 1 (( T d E · for ·whof!l he was .the agent. With the ai(L of 1 er was c a ec ues ay venmg, 
accomplices he lnd the greater portion of the • • · 
property on Tinmouth 1Hountain, Vt., where it number, IS found an advertisement 
was found and recovered by MassachuAetts de- . . 
tecttves through the confession of one of the , ksellers. Thmr store had qu1te a 
mef! engaged il) .the work of hiding it, McNeil 
havmg meanwmle fle_a to Canada. able works, not only for schools, but 

for professional men, and for general readers. 
F. & J. Andrews were succeeded by Carter & Andrews,. 

in the business of publication. During the term of its ex

istence, this establishment was among the leading enterprises 
of the country, in the line of type-founding, printing, engrav

ing, illustrating, binding and publishing works for the press .. 
The Comprehensive Commentary was an immense work, pub-
ishedbyFesenden&C .,of rttleboro',Vt.,but' ~~ 

v . ~ 
n an caster. The Encyclo,., 

predia of Religious l(nowledge was another work, containing 

. the learning of the time on religious subjects. The smaller 

books, like those of lVlrs. Child and Peter Parley, would do 

(j.. -~redit tg ~Pltpublishing house. The valuable work entitled 
J¥-Gen~ Register of the First Settlers of New England," 

by John Farmer, was another issue of the Lancaster press. 
BANKS AND RAILROADS.- These are facilities to business, (a..l 

and will be noted under this general division. The Lancaster 
Bank was established in 1836, with a capital of $100,000. 
The capital was increased at different times till it amounted 
to $200,000. The first president was James G. Carter. In lfi''f.o 

-a-few ;yea:l!S he was succeeded by Jacob Fisher who continued 
in office till 187 4, when he resigned and George W. Howe 
was chosen. The cashiers have been Norman T. Leonard, 
G. R. M. Withington, Caleb T. Symmes and William H. Me-
Neil. lVlr. Symmes held the position about thirty years, from 

• _ _:_-1.. - ___ .:.__ ~ / esigned. Spencer R. Merrick was 
TllE LANct~'f:l:. l'fA.TIOl'f.-l..L ~ 87 4 to 1878. The title of the bank 

., U Jn.,a·c·c·~' d.aur~ witlJ ll~e rcquireulcll(:; of an H.ct ul' I 
J:Jli,_, I C:;~, ,tpploved l•cbruu.ry 2i lS"'' ~ t. 1 u 1 

•·~n. A~L authurLdng The Lancast~;. Natl~n~\' 1 ~ e _ 

~~~'" ~~J"~~:~;:~;;• ~~~j~~l1i~"~!;• ~o ch~nge its Ioc~ti~~ 
n~ee~illA" Of the stocl):hqltrel~S ~~ftJflVtll, ~~hat. al ~ •tt 
honal Bani- of Lnnenster }hss J·o/ul"''~stm "N!;-
helcl on the t"·entr-seventil d~ df l<' 'lrutt .~u!·pose 
lb8:?, the stockholders of ~ 11 ·/B. I_' Iu?1>• A.:V. 
rcprPSt'l:ltiJ~g more th:-~u tw~-ihi~~~'bt;t~ll~ 1!11 d 
stocl{ ot smd llttnk did vote tu ~~ c.tpttal 
to the town of Clin'ton :n· . ~·emo,·e HaHI l~ank 
;;m•en ty-eight sh:treo ,~0-ti~~-s,fu~e~:eu hundred nntl 
shares votiug in 011position. emoval, and no 

Wl\L H.l\IcNEIL C '· 
Lauca~{er, 1\I ts~. , April 1, lSl:i:?. ' !l i:!.J~f' '· 

• 
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manufacturing establishment at Lancaster would not have been 
complete. The stereotyping department was removed to 
Boston in the fall of 1834, by Messrs. Shepard, Oliver & Co.t 
to whom it had be Jn transferred." 

The Gazette already referred to, was published by F. & J .. 
Andrews. The first number was dated ((Tuesday Evening, 
March 4, 1828." In this number, is found an advertisement 
of H. & G. Carter, booksellers. Their store had quite a 
large assortment of valuable works, not only for schools, but 
for professional men, and for general readers. 

F. & J. Andrews were succeeded by Carter & Andrews,. 
in the business of publication. During the term of its ex
istence, this establishment was among the leading enterprjses 
of the country, in the line of type-founding, printing, engrav
ing, illustrating, binding and publishing works for the press .. 
The Comprehensive Commentary was an immense work, pub-
ished by Fes enden & C . , of r .. ttleboro', Vt., but · - ---z;j;;;;/; tn-<--

v . ' 1/11"-M n an caster. The Encyclo-
" predia of Religious ICnowledge was another work, containing 

. the learning of the time on religious su hjects. The smaller 
books, like those of lVIrs. Child and Peter Prtrley, would do 

<L- _Xredit tg 'P]t_Publishing house. The valuable work entitled 
v'V'Gen~ Register of the First Settlers of New England," 

by John Farmer, was another issue of the Lancaster press. 
BANKS AND RAILROADS.- These are facilities to business, ( a.. l 

and will be noted under this general division. The Lancaster 
Bank was established in 1836, with a capital of $100,000. 
The capital was increased at different times till it amounted 
to $200,000. The first president was James G. Carter. In J5'tf-o 

-a-few yBat·s he was succeeded by Jacob Fisher who continued 
in office till 187 4, when he resigned and George W. Howe 
was chosen. The cashiers have been Norman T. Leonard, 
G. R. M. Withington, Caleb T. Symmes ::mel William H. Mc
Neil. Mr. Symmes held the position about thirty years, from 
1843 to 1874, when he resigned. Spencer R. Merrick was 
assistant cashier from 187 4 to 1878. The title of the bank 

39 
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was changed tmder the national bank law to Lancaster Na
tional Bank. A profitable business was done by this institu
tion, and during several years after the rebellion, dividends 
of five and six per cent. were paid semi-annually. A large 
surplus had accumulated. By the stringency of the times. 
following the tt panic'' of 1873, the bank met with losses, but 
the stock sells at par, and now dividends are regularly paid. 
The capital stock has been reduced to $100,000. 

The Lancaster Savings Bank was organized in 1845, and 
continued in operation till18 7 6, when it was put into the hands 
of receivers, owing to heavy losses, by the shrinkage of 
real property and the failure of debtors .. ~~0ethe 
deposits amounted to about $1,000,000. F1fty"per cent. of the 
deposits have already been paid, and it is expected that the 
depositors will receive one or more additional instalhnents. 
The presidents have been, Henry vVilder and Caleb T. 
Symmes, and the treasurers, Caleb T. Symmes and vVilliam 
H. McNeil. 

The Worcester and Nashua railroad was opened in 1849, 
and has furnished ready connections with all parts of the 
country. Three or four trains run to Worcester, Lowell and 
Boston, daily, and via Clinton, the mea~s of reaching Boston 
and Fitchburg are doubled. The Lancaster railroad, extend
ing from South Lancaster to Hudson, on the way to Boston, 
was built several years since, but has never been operated. 
It is hoped that this road may yet become the most ready 
and short means of transit to Boston. 

MUTUAL BENEFIT, PATRIOTIC AND MORAL REFORM 

SOCIETIES. 

The earliest society in Lancaster, of which we have rec
ord, was the Young Men's Religious Association, formed in 
the first year of Mr. Harrington's pastorate. This has been 
noticed already. This was a strictly religious society, and 
seems to have ante-dated by a century the Young Men's 
Christian Associations of the present time. Passing this, the 
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TREASURY DEP ARTMEN'!', 

OI<'FICE o F Co:MPTROLLER orr ·rHE CURRJ<:N CY, ~ 
'VASJUN GTON, D. C., June 20th, 1882. S 

W HEREAS, the Congress of the United State!) 
IJy an act approved February 25, 1882, did 

authorize "The Lancaster Na tional Bank" ot Lan: 
caster, in the Commonwealtll of J\>Iassachusetts, 
to change its location to the town of Clinton, in the 
county of Worcester in said Commonwealth, when. 
ever the stockholders representing two-thirds ot 
the capital stock of said bank at a meeting for that 
purpose determined to make such change: 

.And whereas the stockholders of "The Lancaeter 
National Bank" representing two-thirds of the 
capital stock of said bank at a meeting called for 
that purpose on the 27th day of F ebruary, 1882, did 
vote to change the location of said bank f!lbm said 
town of Lancaster to said town of Clinton, as pro
vided by said act : 

And whereas the president and cashier in ac

1thority from the comptroller 
been obtained, the Lanmstcr 
neuced on the 1st inst. to pay 
tock the par Yalue of one ha lf 

reducing the C<tpital of the 
to $ 100,000. t-· 

cordance with said act, have executed a certiitoate 1 ,_ ~ _ "7 L 
under the corporate seal of the bank specifying the _.., ~v" 4 
action already taken by the stockholders of said 
bank, and their determination as to such change OJ. /f · d /L ,rr1~ ./J~ . J-/
of location, and have caused the same to be re. ~ dl- ~ ~ .:ru- rVT p,_~ 
corded in the office of the Comptroller of the Cur- _ 
rency : - · /1 r-- _ 

And whereas the Board ofDirectors of said bank ~cL> -~<7 _ 

have accepted by resolution the new name, and 
caused a copy of such resolution, duly authenti- f) 1/.) ~ 
cated, to be filed with the Comptroller of the Cur. ~- ~<Af ~C;vY hi->/a.£..e..D ' ;}p / <f7p 
rency : 1-- ~ 

Now therefore, r, .John Jay Knox, Comptroller ~ · / /. 
of the Currency, do hereby declare that by virtue .::-v-Ir J~ "7'-t~ ..A- ..} k 4 _...

1 
• 

of said act the location of "The Lancaster National / 
Bank" of Lancaster, is changed to the town or '/} L- {> · 4 
Clinton, in the county and state aforesaia, and 1/~ ~~~ ~ iJ, 
that the title is also changed to "The Lancaster /.._,._ 
National Bank of Clinton.'' ' I . 

In testimony whereof, I have here· a..- /t-7-<.Q<...(__ ~,vf.. ~. ~ 
to subscribed my name and caused 
my seal of oflice to be affixed to these h _ /,.. .I . .I /1 / II _ 
presents at the city of Washington, in . .{ Vv ~- ~ /'h-o/1' & t.t4tArVi/. 

~ the District of Columbia, this twentieth · 

day of Juncj;(tjl~\rnox, / {}.-/,ll.u--4 ~ ~ l!/u.. J;_,h ~ 
jylt9 Comptroller of the Currency. //' _ j . jJ f 

~ ~~~ I . "'~~ ~J 4~ cuLL 
1-;,~.t_ ·~ ~vr-~~ ~~e:ur-~·1 ~ CJU•-V ~ tv~ 
/£, :J;:.e(,._cL ~ ~A-+W ~"'· -'~4~ -') ~w 
a.w....,J...~ £ ·u'..J.J.LY>.L ~: U, ·"--
~~r.:uJf-~L-z·~ ~ ~ ~ 
i "- W.'j u.l 'r '1 .,._.._.,j (1Ju.. / • a "f._._. __ 

' li.j=v t( &; i jJ~ ~~ 
~M~~ ~ ~ -r;-W'07.~- y~~'1 

bY~ '~ ~&MA.-j- ~ ~ ~~jz_. 
oJ.. t7rr ~a.<-0 'tHu.J.o-J./c ~if tnvJ. ~ 
J.~ 1v~JuJ£ ~t/u ~~ f/~ -{: ~~ 
:;;2~ --:1¥ /1~ z; aeL-~~ ~ ~~ 
~~ ~ ~~;J; ·- .JL fo-u- ~ ~ 
~ :t~ Wv:J "'2- -(- r..~ ~ "' b;rrrv ~ ~--(. ~ad,__ r UJ u.-r----: -t~ o.lJ;:_ IVr.4 
tt.J ~~~ ~ t;(,u, ~ ~ - M ~~ w£.:.t ~ r 
ti~~f Wuu- ~tu-~ 
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-The required authority from the comptroller 
of cmTcuc.- hnxing been obtained, the Lanmstcr 
National bank commenced on the 1st inst. to pay 
over to holders of stock the par ':•tlue of one half 
t-heir stock, thereby redncing the C<tpital of the 
bn.nk from $200,000 to $100,000 IU.J..i'? 
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:first mutual benefit society was formed January 30, 1778. 
This was a masonic institution, styled 

TRINITY LoDGE OF FREE AND AccEPTED MAsoNs. The 
folJowing facts in relation to it havA heen furnished by the 

-we111r~n-editor of the Clinton Courant, Mr. W-i E. Parkhurst. 
It appears that Patrick, Earl of Dumfries, was the head of the 

·.grand lodge of free and accepted masons of the kingdom of 
Scotland, by which body Gen. Joseph Warren, afterwards 
killed at Bunker hill, was appointed provincial grand-master 
over the lodges in Boston, in 1772. Joseph Webb followed 
him as worshipful master in March, 1777. The charter of a.-J 

HOld Trinity Lodge No. 6," of free and accepted masons, 
was signed by grand-master, Joseph Webb, senior grand-war
den, Samuel Barrett, and junior grand-warden, Paul Revere. 
This document is ((preserved wiph,,7.ealous care.'' The char-
ter members were Michael N~,v;r, Edmund Heard, James 1 
Wilder, J on:1s Prescott and Richard P. Bridge. The lodge 
had ((communications " on the first Tuesday evening of each 
mouth. The meetings were held, for a t ime in the tavern 
hall at North Village , and later in a room fitted for the pur
pose in the hotel in the Center. 

Curiosity may be gratified by seeing the names of the offi
cers in 1800. Worshipful master, Amos Johnson; senior 
warden, Eli Stearns; junior warden, Jacob Fisher; secre
tary, Abel Atherton; treasurer, Jonas Lane; deacons, Ed
ward Gordon and Oliver Pollard; stewards, John Ballard 
and Solomon Carter; tyler, John Moor. The lodge in com
mon with .the people throughout the country celebrated the 
birth of Washington, February 22, when the masons in Lan- c 
caster listened to a discourse, in the meeting-house, by Rev. 
Nathaniel Thayer, tt delineating in a comprehensive manner, 
the virtues and excellencies of the deceased, and enjoining 
on the brethren to imitate as much as possible his great and 
unequalled virtues.'~ 
H~ follows a partial list of the grand-masters. Michael 

N ew'eU; Edmund Heard, Isaiah Thomas, Timothy Whiting,jr., ( 0} 
7J1J I 7-'iJ.. f7SJ !lfl''+-;0,7 . '~" 1/ 71 -

17 '11- jl.. 
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/ '{F;r. ' 7~~ 
Ephraim Carter, Abijah Wyman, John Maynard, Abraham 
Haskell, Moses Thomas, Amos Johnson, Joel Pratt, John 
G. Thurston, Luke Bigelow, Calvin Carter, M. D. The 
secretaries for many years were Josiah Flagg and Jacob 

Fisher. 
All the members of Old Trinity Lodge are now deceas-

ed except Nathaniel WHelm·, of Rockford, Ill., and Horace 
(ct-) Faulkner, of Groton. In 1832, the anti-masonic excitement 

being very high, the lodge suspended work. It is said that 
it was not safe for masons ((to appear on Lancaster streets 
after dark, and for twenty years the jewels and furniture of 
the lodge were stowed away in a place known only to two 
or three trusty mem-bers." 

The Morning Star Lodge of Worcester, the Wilder of 
Leominster, the Farmers of Sterling and the Princeton Lodge 
were colonies from Old Trinity. The two last are . extinct. 
The legitimate successor of Old Trinity is Trinity Lodge of 
Clinton, ((which was chartered in 1858, and is in a flourish
ing condition." It inherits the ((honors, records and relics" 
of the ancient lodge. 

LANCASTER LoDGE OF ODD FELLo-ws was instituted m.a.Il¥ 
1 y,illkrS ~nee. Its meetings were in ((Odd Fellows I-Iall" in 

South Lancaster. It still ((exists under the same name in 
Clinton.'' 

{ ~, 
THE V\7 ASHINGTON BENEVOLENT SociETY of Lancaster and 

Sterling, was instituted November ~3, 1812. Silas Holman 
was president, and Isaac Goodwin secretary. This seems to 
have been an association formed for the purpose of maintain
ing the principles of vVashington, with a benevolent design 
as subsidiary. It had public meetings and addresses. The 
oration in 1815, on the birthday of Washington, was by Ste
phen Bemis, and clearly held up the character, the personal 
example and the princ1ples of the ((father of his country" 
for imitation and guidance. Probably the society was form
ed partly for the purpose of promoting the interes~s of the 
federal party. One short paragraph from Mr. Bemis' address 
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FIRST TEMPERANCE SOCIETY. 613 

is in these words. ~~To give currency to your principles, 
and success to your exertions for so laudable an object, 
you will perceive the importance of imitating the piety and 
the virtues of Washington. Like him, you will revere a 
governing Providence, and cherish religion and morality as 
the basis of public happiness." The society published a lit
tle volume, in 1813, containing the Farewell Address of 
Washington, the Constitution of the United States with the 
Amendments to that time, and the Declaration of Independ
ence. Following the title page was a form of Certificate of 
membership. 

fa) LANCASTER SoCIETY FOR THE SuPPRESSION OF INTEMPER-
ANCE.- This society was organized, January 21, 1833, by 
the adoption of a Constitution, and the choice of the follow
ing officers. William Townsend, president; Peter Osgood, 
Stewart Hastings, vice-presidents; L. D. Sawyer, secretary 
and treasurer; \Villiam Fletcher, William Toombs, Joseph 
Breck, C. C. Lyman, Nathaniel Lytrmlt, directors. The pre- .Josly?L 
amble recognises the alarming prevalence of the evils of in
temperance, and the solemn duty of all to combine for its 
suppression. The first article of the constitution is in these 
words : te all persons who subscribe this constitution shall be 
considered as thereby pledging their hon~· that they will 
totally abstain from the use of ardent spirit{, as drink, ex-
cept as a medicine when prescribed by a temperate physician, 
and that they will not offer it to others either as a token of 
hospitality, as a refreshment, or as an aid to labor." 

The next meeting was held on the twenty-sixth of Feb
ruary, when an address was delivered by Rev. Nathaniel 
Thayer, D. D. In September a committee of twelve was 
chosen ~e to visit· the different school districts in town, to 
solicit individuals to sign the temperance pledge." 

A meeting was held, January 1, 1834, when the pledge 
was put into another form. The signers agreed that they 
would ~~not use distilled spirits as drink, nor provide it as 
an article of refreshment for their friends, nor for persons 
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in their employment; that they will not engage in the manu
facture of ardent spirits, nor traffic in the same, and that in 
all suitable ways they will discountenance its use in the com
munity." If any member violated the pledge, his name was 
to be stricken from the roll by the executive committee. 

The society seems to have been active and efficient, so far 
as their pledge extended. They held many meetings, had 
addresses from able men, circulated temperance journals and 
pamphlets, an~~ent delegates to county and state conven-

• tions. In 183$addresses were given by Rev.John Pierpont, 
of Boston, and Rev. Mr. Rogers, then of Townsend. 

The friends of temperance appear to have continued in 
this organization nearly twenty years, though but little was 
done by the society during the latter half of the time. As 
many as three hundred and fifty signed the pledge. 

Ot-1 This was succeeded by other societies, and the good work 
has been prosecuted, with varying fortunes to the present 
time. All the phases of the temperance reformation have been 
exhibited here, and there can be no rational doubt that the 
evils of intemperance have been diminished. The influence 
of the church and the ministry has been in favor of total ab
stinence, as it was soon found that the use of any quantity 
of intoxicating drink as a beverage was inconsistent with a 
true temperance pledge. Many were reclaimed fi·om intem
perate habits, by the Washingtonian movement; many were 
saved from becoming intemperate by ((bands of hope," which 
embodied the children and youth . into efficient though tem
porary organizations. The last meeting of the old society 

(D-.l which was recorded, hears the elate of January, 1842. 
After an interval of about ten years a (( meetinO' of the 

' 0 
friends of temperance was held in the Rev. Mr. Packard's 
church on the evening of October 7, 1851," when delegates 
were chosen to attend a temperance convention. The sec
retary was requested to ((procure the Records of the old tem
perance society," and Dr. Charles Jewett was invited to give 
~lecture. 
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Two weeks later the society was reorganized with the fol
lowing officers, Rev. Benjamin Whittemore, president; Caleb 
T. Symmes, vice-president; Francis Wilcox, secretary; 
Charles Humphrey, Eber Goddard, Charles Wyman, Thomas 
B. Warren and John B~nnett, committee. Aftera few meet
ings, the records close. Probably a new society, with a more 
stringent pledge, including all intoxicating drinks, in the list 
of forbidden beverages, was formed. This has been the 
course in other places. In recent times, the special work of 
temperance has been managed by secret societies, and by the 
Reynolds and Murphy movements, and the women's pray
ing bands. But the grand reliance for temperance and good 
morals is the influence of the church and ministry, which gen
erate the greater part of moral force in modern society, in 
all Christian lands. 

THE STATE INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL FOR GIRLS. 

This school does not come within the sphere of town history, 
but as its location is here, a brief notice of its origin, design 
and results, is in place. 

It was established by the legislature in the year 1854, under 
the name of cc Reform school," but for good reasons the word 
u industrial " has been substituted. The first superintendent 
was Rev. Bradford K. Pierce, D.D., now and for many years 
past, editor of Zion's Herald, one of the leading papers of 
the Methodist denomination. He continued in the position 
about seven years, and left the institution in a healthful and 
prosperous condition. He was held in high esteem in this 
community. 

In 1862, Rev. Marcus Ames was appointed, and he held 
the office nearly thirteen years, when he resigned. Being 
specially adapted to the place, and aided by an excellent corps 
of lady teachers, matrons and housekeepers, Mr. Ames was 
able to accoJ?plish great good. He has recently been chosen 
chaplain of the state institutions of Rhode Island, situated 
near Providence. 
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His successor was Dea. Loring Lothrop, of Boston, who 
officiated as superintendent and chaplain over two years, when 
failing health forced him to resign . His decease soon followed. 
His previous experience in Boston, and his general character 
:fitted him for the position, and his resignation was much re
gretted. 

The school is now under the efficient supervision of Mr. 
N. Porter Brown, late superintendent of the boys' reform 
school of Lawrence. The number of girls has been reduced 
since the burning of one of the houses. · 

POPULATION. 

The population of Lancaster seems to a stranger to have 
:fluctuated, ·now increasing and then decreasing, in success.ive 
periods. But this has been owing to the formation of new 
towns rather than to the diminishing of the number of peo
ple within the present limits of the town. For example, in 
17 7 6 the population of Lancaster was 2, 7 46, while in 1 7 90 
it was only 1 ,460. But in the meantime Sterling had taken 
about half the territory and half the people. Again, in 1840 
there were 2,019 souls in the town, but in 1850 the number 
was redueecl to 1,688. This reduction was caused by the for
mation {Jf Clinton. 

CENsus.-Here follows the official report of the popula
tion, by national and state authority since 1776. 

~ ,yv}-
1790, l/4· 7v(JOVJJL.- l. 1,460 1850,- . . 1,688 
1800, .2.J o 1,584 1855, (state,) 1, 728 
1810, · 1,694 1860, 1,IS2 7 
1820, 1,862 1865, (state, ) 1,752 
1830, 2,0.14 1870, 1,845 
1840, 2,019 1875, (state,) 1,957 

LoNGEVITY.- Lancaster has always been a healthy town. 
In the reports respecting health and vital statistics it holds a 
high rank in comparison with the towns and cities of 1Jhe' state. 
There is a pleasant joke that seems destined to have a long life, 
to the effect that a former British consul, residing in Boston~ 
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616 HIST RY OF LANCASTER. 

His successor was Dea. Loring Lothrop, of Boston, who 
officiated as superintendent and chaplain over two years, when 
failing health forced him to resign . His decease soon followed. 
His previous experience in Boston, and his general character 
fitted him for the position, and his resignation was much re

t d 

LoNGEVITY.- Lancaster has always been a healthy town. 
In the reports respecting health and vital statistics it holds a 
high rank in comparison with the towns and cities of the state. 
There is a pleasant joke that seems destined to have a long life; 
to the effect that a former Brjtish consul, residing in Boston~ 
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came up one summer to sojourn in a place where the peo
ple never die. He was moved thereto by the fact that he was 
the agent of his government to pay the pension of a loyalist 
who lived to the great age of ninety-six years. This pension
er was Samuel, the son of Col. Abijah Wilhtrd. He died in 
1856. Towards the close of his life he sent to the consul 
for his annual stipend by one of the merchants of the town, 
to whom the consul exclaimed: ~ ~ What! is not that old tory 

dead yet?" 
The following taken from the Lancaster Gazette, March 25, 

1829, indicates the longevity of one family which has had rep
resentatives in the town from very early times to the present. 
u Died in this town on the sixteenth in st., Daniel Rugg, the 
tenth and youngest child of James Rugg, who was the eleventh 
and youngest child of Daniel and Elizabeth Rugg, of this 
town, who have lived together sixty-two years, the former 
aged 85, and the latter 82 years. They ,-:-that is Daniel and 
Elizabeth-attended the funeral in company with twenty-five 
of their own natural descendants, fifty-four being absent." 

The Osgood family were long-lived. For example, Joseph 
Osgood, at his decease was 77; his wife, 92; his daughter 
Jerusha, 96; Martha, 92; Joel, 75. Total, 432, or an average 
of 86 yearsw ~~ 0M--~-

The following record of Dea. Josiah White is very remark- · · ~,.r;vJ.-
able in this respect. Josiah White, 9 0 ; his wife 'A 84. Chil- / r u~-
dren: Mary, 86 ; Martha, 94; Jonathan, 80; Hannah, 77 ; 
Abigail, 8 6; Josiah, 94; Ruth, 40; Joseph, 60; Joanna, 7 5 ; ( S' u... / ' r s., ) 
Jotham, 87; Silence, 75; John, 91; Elisha, 90. The average 
age was over eighty years :r ~ ~ . 

The deaths in Dr. Thayer's society between 1793 and 1826, 
were 656. Of these, 66 were the deaths of persons over 80 
years of age. Below is a list of those who lived to the age 
of eighty years and more. The names are given in the order 
of time, beginning with the year 1769. All preceding 1826 
are taken from Willard. Those since that date have been 
gathered from the Register of deaths. 
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\<(1. - ~ 
1769, Ephraim Wilder, CA.jJ 94 W9~· ~c~lJE~ton, / · ~r 1 .t' 
1784, Joshua Phelps, 84 181l~af)£l~i~-.~ . . ,)} ~ ~ 

Edward Pheips. 90 " ~]["1\'hurston, . 83 11'--\ll'i--
1797, John White, C&jf. 83 1812, . elps, w".:<> 1 J..-: 8~ tJo ~ . ~ 

" John Priest, 88 1813,~[ ~~ _ y-0 86 j ,~~ 
" Manasseh Divol, 82 " ~~t:ltJ,Plr2l, 'f' 93~ ~ ; 

1798, Ephraim Divol, 84 1814, JWlR~~~lL. ~J 901~ ~ 
J..L._ fJ., ~So " Elizabeth Priest, • 84 " J%1-M~laz:p~£. ·yt. 85 tt' 

/\ " Joseph Priest, . 83 1815, K~~iah Baldwin~ . 91 J ll 
1799, John Rugg, 85 1816,.J§~a~.S~~ 1-tJ 93 ~~-~ 
1800, Elizabeth Houghton, 82 1817 ,M~pu~o~ ...;1. ~ ~} ~ '1 
1801, Josiah Sawyer, 82 VH8, ~each, "i , 86 -

I ~~,1'' d:J<f"THH.-?t~ ~ ('/. 1 

)L: I £1.- ~80~, ~Jl.:Fard Fuller, . 85 182je,_ ~_e_!:>~pc~¥!.~tG,l>.~.! '<f'J f. -·92. ~ r6 . 
k -:/'1~ ~~(. ~af.ah Adams, . 81 1822, fs'i:'~ A~. . · 82 
~ 'S~S"o" Rebecca Tenny, . 81 1823, Rebecca Atherton,. 86 

to~fJ.u_...:.~,;? Martha Wheelock,. 94 1824,~mtWl.hV~ ·r~-. 81 
rt'4 ~ 13o5~JeR1gg,~. . 93 1825, sinio~""i'V1IIard, . . 9751/>v'/u..-L.-

" VUJ.'} n 85 M J I 88 ...{1M ~A·~pn.es,~ ~¥ ary os yn, 
"..AJ.,&~~~~~~?!>_bins~ 85 1826, Samuel Joslyn, 88 

1.807, Zerufa'H Rbgg7 . r 86 Joseph Nichols, 82 

f> J.w ~~ ~~.' 10 Lydia Rugg, . . 91 . 
J~C 5~,-;: ~'6'9 . 
J;:.:~ ~~~J.he above period of fifty-seven years gives a list of forty-

one persons whose age was eighty years or more. The aver
age is less than one each year. But taking the period between 
1797 and 1826, which was twenty-nine years, we find that 

· ihirty-e!g!lt persons, or one and a trifle over one-third per an
num, lived to be eighty. If we consult the list which follows, 
we find that there has been an in~ease in lo11gevity, though 

0. 
this is contrary to a very general impre·ssion. Between 1826 
and 1878, were fifty-two years, in which one hundred and 

~~/L 171-~ I 7t ~.vi./.r;. :seventy-we aged people deceased, whose age equalled or ex- ~v.-u- 1~ 
_!_( ~ ceeded eighty years. This gives an average of over three 
I r1 ,... and a half a year. With this remark, the following table is 1 ~ 

appended. . . 
' ~ ' " v{./~i'"'-~ --- ~1 . ~ v4; llf. 1826, Samuel Ward, . . 8f 1829, Anna Clarke,(..Alu_.6~.P 93 7'- J 

S-otJ~,v,.. 1827, Samuel Wilder,2c{. . 81 1830;i$'aniel Rugg, 87 
fk,.;...,\~ lk ..--?-18.~8,~lj)p}lr:aiii!_~s,~ ~ 1831, Dorothy Thurston, 92w}i ~e:LA-

1829, ~h Willard, . 89 " ~Fuller, . 81 
" Sarah Todd, . 80 " James Goodwin, 90 ??.fl 
" Jonas Fairbank, 86 1832, ~Butler, • ~ yo "rl fJ H-1· 
'• ~ ~~ ~ ~S' ., 'D o.-tM.'rJ) 







AGED PERSONS. 
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1832, Jacob Zwiers, 93 1844, Bet~y Sawyer, 
1833, Sarah Manly, 84 " Davis Whitman, 

" Tabitha Allen, 87 1845, Annis Andrews, 
1834, EJj~~.9~h Rugg, ~8 " Sally Carter, . 
" Rell~~Jj~ ~J " Prudence Robbins, . 

~"P _ '.'. Wji!ia~eJioul~; . ~o3L '' Lois Bartlett, . 
1835, R~becca Fl'3tcher, • M 1846, Gardner Phelps, 

v.. " ,N~n~~ ~ 99 " Lucretia Osgood. 
~~ ~~:kFale_s,/L,J...,:fG J} 1847~ucy Eaton, . 
" Susann~old, . 81 " Rachel G. Wilder, . 

',', ~Ef~JthR~-hd...kt.w . ~J 184Y, Lucy Allen, 
K.? ~ 183G; kn~an Wilder, . . 81 184s; Jonas Lane, 

/~G Josiah Bowers, $a,:.cJ.v, 84 " Elizabeth Thurston, 
'' Rebecca Bowers, '84 " Seth Larkin, 

1837, Titus Wilder, 87 /!'tlflJ Polly Washburn, 
" Susanna Carter, 82 1850, Samuel Wilder, 
" Martha Wyman, 81 " Elizabeth Sawyer, 
" Jemima Whitman, . 87 " Nancy Newell, 
" Lucy Laughton, 81 " Joseph Beftnei;t, 

1838, Margaret Sweetser, 85 " Amy Thurston, 
" Martha Carter, 83 " Samuel Rugg, 
" Ruth Sawyer, 93 ' ' Jacob Lincoln, 
'' Jeremiah Ballard, 86 " Lucy Rugg, 

1t. 'P ..., " Daniel Harris, 80 1851, Peter T. Vose, 
R "P- " ¥ John Thurston, 84 '' Mrs . Gardner Phelps, 

1839,_~!ifa);th G~. 
1
§i " Rufus Fletcher, 

" '!5;ride~msmoor, 87 185.1, Lucy Goddard, 
" Phebe Atherton, 82 " Betsey Rice, . 
" Beulah Phelps, 86 " Mary W. Goss, 

1840, Abigail Fairbank, 88 " Joseph Rice, 
" Mary Conquerette, .. 81 John Wilder, 
" ~ Silas Thurston, 81 " Polly Willard, 
" Thomas Davis, 87 1853, Aaron Pollard, 

1842, Q~m~k.~ ~4 " Ruth Wilder, 
1843, :itelief PlieTPs:? si fJ""3 Mrs. Osgood, 

" Sarah ~ilder, 86 185~ Thomas Miles, 
" Hannali,.Upton, 80 185r, Anna Barnard, 

/'6/.pt.. "" '' Abel Rugg, 92 /~60 Stephen Sargent 
" Elisha Sanderson, 81 / '8'67c Samuel Willard, 
" Relief Houghton, 81 185'-," N ath'l Whittemore, 
" Mary Wilder, 95 JfffC. Abigail Blood, 
" . Amos Sawyer, 85 Betsey Newman, 

.88 
80 
87 
8& wd uf<&t>W 

84 
80 
94 
88 
83 
88 
8p 1.. 

81 
86 
87 
8J<S~~9"· 
84 
87 
83 
87 
83 -// ~ 2. 'ii'tl 

80 
93 
91 A'} .... 

81 
83 
8(} 
96 
82 

) " Katharine Rugg 84 185J, Polly Houghton, 
1844, Eliza"h<>th Tidd . . 88 '" Sophronia ~' . · 83 ~~cL 

,, Jf~ :Jfo-~cut-<1!.. • • , r-o -
*Mrs. Beaman was 99 years, s months, and her death was caused by a fall. · a.L 

- ~1 11' 3.). ~?~~~ l·aJ-t. Y""""w;__ ~tu o 'J:: " .. ~tk> J~~ 
~J.A.w._ MII.~ ~ ~ Ju.~tW -~ 'f'_#->V· w Li{M ~~· ~~ ~ a-~ 
~~ • ..llM ~~ ~~ ~ ~ l!v '](~ ~e..k n.L~I ~ eNvvV ~ ~ 

f.LI ~ 4 ttv i4tw ~ ~ )rt-iVv f ~ 39 
T~ J J OJI r~ •tl~.,.,, 



Jc h_"- J 

620 HISTORY OF LANCASTER. 

~?~ f/.J 
185f, Sarah Thayer, 83 1869, Polly Warren, 85 
(,m Esther Phelps, 84 " Martha Bragg, 81 

" Lucy Wilder, 84 1870, Elias Barrett, 90 

" Ann Goodhue, 94 !," Mary Phelps, 86 

" Sally Fuller, . 8 ,, Joseph Maynard,. 90 
1859, Annis Pollard, 81 " Austin Davis, 81 

" Nancy Hosmer, 80 1871, Jesse Hosmer, ~l: I ,, Nancy Colburn, 82 Elizabeth Carter, 91 
1860, Salmon Willard, 90 Josiah Fay, 83 

""lv) '\l, " Mary Lawrence, 90 1872, Cyrus Merrick, 89 
1861, Sarah Savage, 95 " Tarbell Bancroft, 80 

Benjamin Holt, 8i 1873, Sarah Farwell, ~8 

" Oliver Baldwin, 93 " Calvin Johnson, 85 

" James Dickinson, 86 " --- Brahney, 82 

" Martha Lincoln, 85 " Mary Crouch, 86 
1862, Abigail Damon, 81 Ebenezer Bragg, 88 

" Lydia Lane, 85 ,, Sarah Barrett, 82 

" Dorcas Farnsworth, 80 1874, James Mattoon, 80 
1863, John Wilson, 82 " Phinehas Houghton, 80 

" Hannah Pierce, 95 to,:_ ' Rebecca Houghton, 85 

" Elizabeth Fletcher, 84 " Judith Goss, 90 
1864, Susan W. Prescott, 81 " Lucinda Bancroft, . 81 

" Charles E. Knight, 89 Elizabeth S. Stone, 87 

" William Damon, 84 1875, Elmer Burbank, 81 
1865, Mary Whitney, 88 ,, Dolly B. Laughton, 80 

" Benj. S. Rice, 86 1876, Rosalinda P. Townsend, 8~ 

1866, John Ollis, 85 William Bell, 84 

" Deborah Johnson, 89 " William Townsend, 89-/ 0 ..... 

1867, N athaniei Warner, 82 " Catharine Sweetser, 85 

" Sally Jones, 92 " Francis B. Fay, 83 
1868, Lucretia Wyman, 83 " Martha D. Bancroft, 80 

" Lewis Priest, . 81 1877' Candace Alley, 84 
Elias Danforth, 80 " Sally Mallard, 91 

1869, Edward Powers, 92 " Polly Childs, 82 

" Dolly Chandler, 85 " Jacob Fisher, 82 

" Mary Davis, . 81 

PHYSICIANS. 

( aJ The first person who bore the title of doctor in this town, 
according to Willard, was u Doctress Whitcomb." · It is sup
posed that she. was here as early as 1700. Her knowledge 
in the healing art was derived from the Indians, with whom 

1Jr /Ja~ '1t1~cMhi,. , :,_ cltxwflU "tf:vv u~l ~~rdt ioujJ.~ 11fiJ;,' & ... 
~ ~~ y7'...A..f~~- ~rkJ. ~ ~ 11-v~ct - ~ of~\-1::.. 

ff 







she lived as a captive in one period of her life. Previous to k ~ ic..olr_ 

her time the people could find no doctor this side of Concord. 
The names in the following list to the year 1826 are taken 
from Willard's History. . 

Daniel Greenleaf died in Bolton. 17'i'S cu.l-. ¥"1 ~ 
John Dunsmoor, probably_son of ((old father Dunsmoor," 

from Ireland, died in 1747. ~e.c 7 ar"" If.$"" 

Sta/nton Prentice, son of Rev. John Prentice, died in 
1769 ~G.O I. a.r- Sf . 

Phinehas Phelps died in 1770.~~ 1 '-· a..7-h .37 

William Dunsmoor, son of Dr~ John, died in 1784. -lL"J.bG. a.yJ -.f:"t/J 

Israel Atherton, a descendant of the first of the name who "' 
. I a...} 

came to Lancaster in 1653, was a graduate of Harvard in 17 2. ;;, -
He lived to the age of 82, and died in 1822. Jl..tL.!:f.l. ·~-~./&,~U<L"-q_ . 

'o..J - ~~ ~.t17J 

Josiah Wilder, son of Co I. James, was a graduate o Yale · ~ 
Colleg~~'! He died in 1788, aged 45. He was a prominent 
man in town affairs, and an ardent patriot. t" , :u '"- ,., 

James Carter, son of Capt. James Carter; he died in 1817 .Ja.;/1 ad-~.S 
Many a~ecdotes are told of him and his son. Calvin, both 
of whom were able in their profession, and independent in 
thought and speech. 

Samuel Manning graduated at Harvard college in 1797. 
He was here previous to 1820, when his house and practice 
were taken by Dr. Peabody. Dr. Manning removed to Cam-
bridge in 1821, and died the next year. He is said by some ( b. ) ') 

to have been a ((quack," but ·ancient residents speak of him 
as a regular physician. fr~ oct 11 1 ~1.'1.. t.t.tk.t.tL · 

Nathaniel Peabody, graduate of Dartmouth medical school, 
was here in 1821 ai1d 1822, with his family, in which were 
three daughters who have since come to distinction. · . ~ + •- LL ,.,<--. v-S~e.'SD.nr>A/ !'4-,J~. 6-- ...._ "--~c.-t.A <... .,q<t!,,. "J, 

Calvn1 Carter, son of Dr. James, was 1n hiS day the most """·'siS...tf 
celebrated physician in the neighborhood, and his practice z .£..~ ... tict.(. 

extended into other towns and counties.2)~ :Lt.-..,J.'!I<is-? .A~ 7° · J1.a. s.s. /IJ J 

',( George Baker, of Harvard, qlass of 1816. brd ;g-s-.2 . .AL. . .Al.·SS. o) ::~J<.a.·'':s; ~ 
Right~·~~ Cummings has been a resident physician C-

more than fifty years. He is still living, tho~gh past the age · 
of active practice. 5 ~ 1 ':t.. ..,t.L.... "' c~~- lr #. 17"<•. N. ~. ~ .t-........ 

tnr ~~ ~~ 't; ~ •. 1-y:~~~ \<is~'{- _w ~£LoYJo li ~~ 
~J.M k ~ b-eL. 2-S". /~St.' I .N-<v ~ ~ ~ Cf)p..d.l,_~ M t;J71 6 
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Henry Lincoln was born in Leominster ; he came to Lan-
A ~ 

caste1Jin 1836, and continued in active practice till his 
deceas~~71860 . J.l.r"''· ~ 1 t¥3o · .At,,[;_ !P~_tfJ~F- • ~ ~--- ~~-~ of UIM..; 

/\ . ·cJ.. ,3_,.,.z.3. ~t-6-t ,,.,r)i'"'_, I v 

Henry Hll&uller -:settled here in 1860; in 1862 he went 
into the army~ and in 1863 began practice in Charlestown, 
where he now resides. J{fA.M/tJ.M. d.u).Cdt ; ;r,o d.. .. ~ ;~rt cuJ-.s-, .. 

~ ~ ;~at._J~~.~'J'hompson, a graduate of the Williams college 
~ . 'faf)-. ts;tll-tomedical sch~ came from Bolton in 1846, and has continued 

in practice till the present time.~~~"'""· <..S / » :r.r ...J- -s-. 

r~J 

Joseph C. Stevens, of Bangor, Me., ~<(a,_?f Gen. Joseph 
C. Stevens, practised here several years befu.re the rebellion. 
Was in the ~Tr1ion~e~surgeon~emoved to Pennsyl
vania, wfzef.e~lied .ffi~ 187~/, His remains were laid in the 
North Village cemetery. 1\ ~;,{3; 

Frederick H. Thompson, a graduate of the Harvard med
ical school',a>!~as here fi·om 1870 to 1874. His present resi
dence is Fitchburg, where he has an extensive practice. 

Alf. n. Edgecomb came -from Auburn, Me., in 1874, and 
~ L 

took the place made vacant by the removal of Dr. F. H : 
Thompson . .1>t-e.~ p~dy!ZC:.- 1379- ~ ~ 1 1 f"'i"J-

· 0 LAWYERS. 
~~IM.~~J/3t.. 

Abel \Villard, admitted to the bar in 17 55. J.la.r,...._ ,-4 11.n ']);..) 1t"i(J 
"b lt.ocA..~s'- J.t.A.:ss. •lifO 

John Sprague, ·. J. " '-' 17~6; died in 1800; judge. Hr.-t·v-.~176~ 
Levi Willard,b;~Er ,7~~out 1786. Died etH'l:Y J71o· J/e."''UUM."J;n~· 
Wil1ian1 Stedman '' 1787 · member of conO'ress JJ~,.""""-t!~"" 

b ~OJ.) ' 0 ·:~~ ll')t 
Merrick Rice, La..-~ , 777~ 789; here to l815 .Hil.r '7'4'f/1Cultt"l7 

Moses Smith~') " 1802; relinquished practice in the .. , . ., 
. ' "it ~ 1777 -, a.J,t. 1 ... '0 year 1825. bu..t-f>t.~,,. ,_ ""'"' ...... ~ r~r ". · ~ 1&-Js .. ~~c11,AA. _ - • • • -

S l J h S ~, ( ..:.. ~·a · a a o amue o n prague, a n11tte 1803; die in 1805./!~t 171, 

~ John Stuart; here in l821-2; removed to Boston. 
J h D 

. .b.h.v-~ 8 ~ 
0 n aVIS, Jr., uoma1 11 to 1821; removed to Charl~ 

~~Lui l~lfc> "' . .1f~lflt..~,.J3 1 ., $1 ~ 

JoseP,h Willard, admitted in 1819." Resided here S@VMal 
!f(1..1 lA. , ~~ ~ 

. years. Wrote much on the history of the town. Removed 
to Bqston, ~nd became clerk of the Supreme court. '):..U ~~c.r.
~w.. ~v r1~%'. 

~-~~~1 - m~-1!'6~w 
uL. ,g,..MLr /1"6~- 9t. ~~dv· 
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Solon Whiting, admitted in 1824. He was a son of Gen. 
John Whiting, and lived in the town, till 1877, when he 
removed to Andover. For a long series of ymtrs he was 
generally mod~rator of town m~~.tings, and held different 
local offices. ~ a.f~ ~~,._ tHo· 

G. R. M. Withington. He became cashier of the Lancas-nn-ts-•d 

ter bank, after sever~t,t.em:·s ' practice at the bar.~ foflh-J..w 
Jf1"2S)_ ~...}:;_ 7 'Y~Jfl.;,l< a-d..""'-Jrd... (A; (x,u,_ f'i-2-'f- "./)u..tl.. vl(."f II fY.Sii' o/_.o..-c.-<-4.... 

( Q..) .A.lt. i/.<U-~· a.:v:L tH% - COLLEGE GRADUATES. /3~ .._. r3uaT--. 

1\tir. Willard inserted in his History a list of the (( gradu
ates at different colleges," belonging to this town, preceding 
the year 1826. Mr. Henry S. Nourse has kindly prepared 
a (( Supplementary Li§t:RL<;0~,M;:.aduates, natives of/ or 

. residents in Lancaster.~ Both of these lists are given below. 
Unless specified otherwise, they were graduates of Harvard 
Universtty. The year of graduation and decease are stated 

]J- when known. The first date is at the left of the page; the 
second at the right side. 

17}8 -17 ~ ' . /.f'~ Jrfr. o...y...) t,~ 
1733, Josiah Swan. minister of Dunstable.,. *1711 ~ '--' 
1752, Abel ·V\rillard, 1781. ~ ~ 1 "- '7"3 0- y~ 

' \ 1755, Samuel Locke, S. T. D., son of Samuel Locke of this town, pre- h ~,.xcnr ~1 ,N1.. 
sident of Harvard University from 1770 to 1773. John Adams was his 
classmate, and held. him in hio-h esteem. ~ 1771 . ·« ........Z.. 

3
, 

:J/."8:.. OeJ:io . 
1766, Peter Green; born ffi. 1745, a son of Peter Green of this town. f.t't!/!,};/ ..;J·f;.s.s. 
1770, John Mellen, Tutor, son of Rev. Mr. Mellen, of the second pre-

cinct, now Sterling . ..)A. £1. S_lf.j_ c1A.ML_I~t.8'" (~ 17 .s 4. ~'l-7} 
1775, Levi Willard, born in 1756. ~ 17to ~ ...:..... 11 ..,, cu./-t'i--
1776, _Timothy Harrington, son of the minister, a physician in Chelms- ~-~ 17S3 

ford. du.c~. IUt ~· ~ . 

1777, Joseph Kilburn. . o' Q, cJ.v...""t ' 'U I du..fl( /~ f~ . I 
LC.) 1781, Isaac Bmtey, 0 ..:£"(/1· o..Q~~. dUd. l'r''l-~ ; t/!_ '7 a.J. t.t;-
~ 1798, Artemas Sawyer, a:£ 81 r g ~ 1 ¥ ts-~b,1fvii77J~ -(~~ b-v~ 

1799, Samuel John Sprague, son of Judge Sprague, kille<1JY a fall from 
ce.J a horse, just as he was commencing business. 

1817, Sew~! C~·. Fon of Dr. James, a merchant in Lancaster. ~ /f-3 8' 

1817, Moses KfEdierson, a physician in Virginia, where bP. died in 1825. ... 
...-........... 1817, Paul "Willard; counsellor at law, Charlestown. d..WL l'ir67o c.u.4:.1;Jhvt4.~""';f;_ ; 'iJ. ":J-~q 

J , J01"((. ~ !~Henry Lane, M.D., a physician in Boston. JJ.iJ 1~1.6 ../l.vU.S.S. d.v-4. ; g?-; '4p.r_ 
~ 1822, Samuel Manning. He studied law. At one time be resided in 

Mexico. ~t.. / frvJ . 

' S ' .. J- tr.,. -.6 eJ ~ ~.t::\.~w-~ ~ ~ ; .f'wl-~ "l" ~ Ut.~ ~.u. c~-tt.o. · ·· ' tl us ~(~---~). ~f4 J M-.,._.LM"""< wtw ·~ rr c..'vl..~ .L · ~J.. 4 .u;_t<J ,u_.........._<- ~-ov " L-- • , ~ 
~....:.. J.4-e--...J..r.:;;.... 1'7'f--(. d ""J lf~~.-..4). ............ v'b- :.t. ~~'" 

t~ . . ', - . ' ln..~• -- ~· J-~d:c-- . 
AA· ,~.1 s.~~ ~ ~ -wv~. ct~~ ~ Wfs:'""~-~.~ wt.J. t4 ?lt.-#~ 
Ult.ut V'1 ?J-u.f ~ ~ ct.-~~ Jl1. LPA-1 ~ '1 
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' 1822, Ebenezer Torrey, a lawyer in Fitchburg, and for a long term of 

years , president of theL.f~tchburg bank. 
1823, Levi Fletcber~~~m~l~~in the~~vy. £_rJJ t'i'37, ~..:., 'i J~oo 
1824, Christopher T:ftlfhayer, son of Dr. Thayer, formerly pastor of a 

church in Beverly. ~ lf'?o 

1825, Frederick Wilder, son of Jonathan, and brother of the late Henry 
Wilder. He died at Northampton in 1826. He was a young man of great 
promise, and his decease was much lamented. "Multis ille bonis flebilis 

occidit." f 
...:t. 1826, Stephen MIW"eld. M ! ? C. J 

t?to 7 Josiah Wilder, _M. D., graduated at Yale college, ~~ t.ea 'eB>l'B tisfai e-

l:Re~rob~· !fl-•• clu.i IJ '8-<( J (. 
I 7 G 7. Israel Houghton graduated at yale abGtlt the same time. J...b. o-J rP-Ji. 

( J 
1826, Jacob Willard graduated at Brown University . He studied theo-

a.- locry at Cambridcre ? --r.- ' , 
0 :::f!U..q,./t ::lh·oll\1 >1.. ..J:rfAN'<rQJ<.«..- Jt L. /. 

I ¥' 2 Lf ~ W~~ts.t..t~ _sarm-e collegiate and"'theological course.~L tffn 

Abel Willard, son of Joshua W., entered Harvard in 1772, but left in 
1775, and went to England. He died in Canada. 1!\. ~ 

Nathan Osgood entered the University at Cambridge in 1782, and left 

before graduation. h~ ~ 1(, 1 ~C.I rr~c <, 111.7 

Samuel vYard entered in 1 ?&4, and left. ~~ c1.-:;;i) 
Je:ffrey Amherst Atherton entered in 1791 an<!,(~ in 1793. ~ h 177.r 

~
Abel Will3,rd Atberton entered in 1795, and left~ ~ ivJ-.,. rJ~I'7 .Ad:. 

IJJ....., ___ ,.._~/f3o Qm~"a..£JBJQ.~~~'~.5"3 ~~ lf'!>'f- "fJ~tfJ··~.M~U;~--v ,/V " •'" ___ , ~4..:.....t , ,, -1..-f~ "i' - , ~<'41- '-'f.13"'i"o~ 71 
Tne to lowmg 1st y r. 1~ourse giVes the date o entrance, 

graduation and decease, with titles in some cases. 

) Entered. . . . Gr aduated. Died 

1811, H~sket Derby Pickman, . d.u){O<N<-t""!"'-'"~ ~""'j ·~~vt81& 1815 
He came from Salem in 1814. 

1822, Richard Jeffr/y Cleveland, 1827 .... 1'177 
1823, Henry Russell Cleveland, Mr. . _: . . 1827 1843-

cl- 1823, Nathaniel Burger Shaler, M.D., 1829, ~. ·t~os:...;, ..fl'7~8.27 l't' 'ir '2. 

() 1829, J ames Cart~r . . . • . .. . ttJ• 
g_ · 1RR5,~Ricbard.uC. lualer StiP'

1
well, M. D., 1843 ,Al.J.t £.s. . ~~~3_!t1 f,.~lij9. 

0.. '-ll'~,3 ~o'r~QJ rr'L'I; • ._~ '/1 A , 0 • • • • '3 ( ~.\ t glo ns)to, enJ11.minAptborpGould, ..A . ..ft.tJ.: • . . 18 41l'l'f - 1$f. 

(
1,\.f\ ~~.)1841, Frederick ~arren Harris, 1845 1-6 • ':ot + 

~ · ) 1846, James Coole.dge Carter, LL. B., !'6S3 1850 
.....-----) 1849, John Davis Washburn, LL.B., t<?Sb 1853 

1849, Henry Stedman Nourse, Mr., . 1853 
1854, Sylvanus Chickering Priest, (Amherst) . f ~.r i' - 185S 
! 'IS'lt- Joseph Robie Putnam, • ( 1V'~..1) . t ~.S8 
1861, Enos Wilder, • 1865 
1866., Stephen Van Rensselaer Thayer, • 1870 187f I 

Wt.l ~..t.w~ A~ewv ~()..J'L~ ~lk,]d~:n~~~{ ~ '~'' 
'("~ -&-~1 4- ~M ~ .. t-k-~o ~~~ .. 

( 
) 

I 

JA/~~~w if:r" ~~v<- ~0 /1;) )/J' /~'t~ . .JU:.4"./d. /~/'· )J(. l~.f'b l fJL. 

,,pi- ' 
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186 7, Albert Mallard Barnes, . 
1867, Francis Newhall Lincoln, 
1867, Nathaniel Thayer, . 
1871, Harold Parker, 

1871 
• 187! I 

1871 

625 

1874, Herbert Parker, 
~) 1n1 

. atrp-
• " u:.. j~~(..l-11 '7'1 

AUTHORS AND BOOKS. 

In making out a list of Lancaster authors and their publi
cations , only those writers are included who were born here, 
or became residents long enough to gain a settlement, or who 
wrote one or more works while residing here. Several were 
educated here in part, or lived here a year or more as teach
ers, who have become distinguished in the world of letters, 
politics, science and art. Some of these are Gen. Joseph 
Warren, William Ellery Channing, Jared Sparks, John G. 
Palfrey, George B. Emerson, Elizabeth P. Peabody, Mrs. 
I-Iorace Mann, Mrs. Hawthorne, Thomas W. Higginson and 

r~J others. These cannot properly be placed in the roll of the 
literati of Lancaster. 

The following list has been prepared with care, chiefly by 
l C) HenryS. Nourse, for which he will be gratefully remembered 

by many who are now, or may hereafter be interested in the 
matter. The published writings of several have already been 
referred to, but they will he inserted here for the sake of easy 
reference. Pardon is craved, in advance, of any whose names 
have been inadvertently omitted. 

J cu~."' ~ t;:_ P~:.... 
1. Josenh· "'R.QWlandson, the first minister of the church and town."-..rt " r-;.~ 11 .. ..-.. 

ra-t" W"~w.t_ 13~, 21./l. "')Ml ~(- J 'J~-
" Fast Sermon,''i\November 21, 1678, printed in mit Also author of 
what Cotton Mather calls" lesser composures."JlM1~~...:Vs~~1.1U<-~(Jf7t)vttt,SH 

2. Mary (White) Rowlandson, wife of the minister. "Narrative of 
the Captivity and Rest~ation of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson," printed by 
Samuel Green, at Cambridge, Mass., 1682, 12mo. ~ . ~ / 6 ,.,.,,, 

London, 4to, 1682. -'l.e..j~ 4- o~ -

A second edition" carefully_ corrected," Bos~op~l720, 16mo. ~ ~ 
A new edition, -(ea.lled li!S.,.r 4to, pp. 40, ~rioted ~t John Boyle's ~rioting } -4 uf'"J <>i . . e s· 

• '- .AI..a.ss, /1v.~T:in.c..c. "~ 
Office, nextlloor to the Three Doves, m Marlborough~treet, Boston, 1773. (I!J ,...~J-~{ _ ·· 

A ''3d edition." " A Narrative of the Captivity, Sufferings and Re-
moves of Mrs . Mary Rowlandson, Who was taken ~risoner by the Indians, 

40 ~ 
J. 9L L 15 v--;t,'.n .JYiv{r(c ~ ~;,._~ ~ ~ £.~ ./~d. a_~ ,d~ ~ 

,j(J(~ ~ ~ /.3 &_.<::4( ~,_...[CVV\k [16~) ./) ~~ MO Ce.t..Yx.lf 

[~!A. ~L ~CA. ~<. 1 cl_ ~"-VV o... v.rvv-V c,..,J , ~~ a- w-~ rwv wWtv u. ~ ~ Wl 
W,~ ~ ~ ~ \.v~ I'V o-. ~~ ~ ...;._, \.tU. ~ -
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with several other~ , and treated in the most barbarous and cruel.4'j.anner, 
by those \tile iavages; With many other remarkable ~;ents during her Trav
els. Written by her own liand, for her private Vse, and now made public 
at the futrnest .desire of some friends, and for the Benefit of the Afflicted. 
Reprinted and g'old by Thomas and J o.hn Fleet, at the Bible and Heart, 
Cornhill Boston 1791."· 1 ';'!1."-':1 al_?iyA ~ £<-v /0~ ~cu.....-v~.~. ' ' ~y«....!A)J....~ ........... ~ l "-J'-> Cv.J~ 17/.3 ~ 

( a.) An edition printed at Leominster, 1794. 
L Another by Merriam & Co., Brookfield, 1811. 

· ''Narrative of the Captivity and Removes of Mrs . Mary Rowlandson, 
who was taken by the Indians at the Destruction of Lancaster, 1676," 

L edited by Joseph Willard, and published by Carter, Andrews & Co., at 
Lancaster, Mass, 1828. The editor calls this the "2d Lancaster" and 
"6th edition." 16mo. Copy in Lancaster Library. 

L Reprinted by Ballard & Bynner. 16mo. Clinton, Mass., 1853. 

,, ~ L Another edition was publi~hed by the ~jfli-2~~e~;~ 
_M..V ty m&e--~-n-ee.-/~.ftt . 12 .,.,_ C> · '7 

(.ll)t..Lrl' · Of this book, Edward Everett (see Orations ' and Speeches, Vol. 2, p. 
t -665) says : "It is almost enough to make one faint to read the simple nar-

·J ~ i--, rative of Mrs . Rowlandson." 
3 3. Rev. John Prentice, 4th minister of Lancaster. Jl()S - '74S 

}j ~4 r c.J < t) A Funeral Discourse at Marlborough, on oc:asion or the d~ath of _Rev. 
1 1~ 

• ~ ~ : 
1 

Robert Breck, Januaryj,1731. ~lfo. p'p.2.7 . 4ut""" JJ.a..J..J.J~,'c:.,.L~~-""~:[;, 
j J', J ~ r e.) < .J.J A Sermon at the opening of the first court in the ~ount of Worcest~ . , .• , 
~ J~ l August 10,1731. 't~/f [Lf)i.S- l3v-J:....-..-i'J!t~ &...fJ4.~~ 0'\ov k~~""Y 
~ LJ J c;, (3) An Election Sermon, before the general court, May 28, 1735, Boston. ffJ#'l.J:f . 
.; J · i, \'1-J A Sermon at the ordination of Rev. Ebenezer Parkman, Oct. 2/11724. 

~ ~-.:-S 4. Rev. John Mellen, (1722-18.07 ,) a,native of Hopkinton, a graduate 
~ c1 4 of Harvard, 17 41, minister in the '' 2d precinct" or Chocksett, now Ster-

b) ling, published eight occasional Sermons, (1753 to 1795,) and "fifteen 
L Discourses on Doctrinal Subjects," 1765, 8vo. 

5. Rev. Timothy Harrington, 5th minister of Lancaster, graduated at 
Harvard, 1737. - - t7~t'if ·-17 7.1" 1~ · 

L (JJA Century Sermon, preachedj~HL.anca_ster,: May 28, 1753, in the m.,tet- / 
o ~· nrr-house. ~3 editi~&.~contalfn~~~lis-:~3 nde'ii's~~y;.o ~~;.:;-A- J.J-s, 1 '3. IN !{; *• I '? J:':i - • l0l4. · / ~ ¥'4.. S <rr:..J;; ft-fW<;. · I.AAU- : ~ • W • 2-'f 1 • • 

c2 L" reva11mg iV1c ;:e~ness ana. lJISti'essmg Ju gments, ·Il-bodmg Symp- . I 

toms on a£tupid1>eople ;" a Sermon.«t£~st.fJ-tS:-~~ 17S1 ~~~~;;ft~ 
( ;L) (Jf A .Se:rmon at_Prjncet.on, l)ec .. 23 1759. · ~~ 17Go "fVt>flp,J..t. o.l.oo ~ uU.tVJ 

<l;lo.. c.Yf>..r_u... 0-L-<U-4.1-HAW....:c:.J- ,t;;~ ~~ - ~.,.._~ <i., ... . 
I lti. Samuel Locke, D. D., president of Harvard college 1770-74," a sta-

tion for which no man was better qualified,'' said John Adams, who knew 
him well. President Stiles of Yale College considered him the most learn
ed man in America. He cam~ to Lancaster with his father, at the age of 

1.-welve, and fitted for colle·ge under Mr. Harrington, and after graduation, 
studied divinity with him. This was his home, (where William A. Kilbourn 
now lives,) till settled in the ministry at Sherborn in 1759. 

Cc. \ ~~~1 P~w t UM.UV .. LP]) ~~ w~ .~'t,~ ID --{)a.A.b~ <nN tt.i ~,w 
,~ ·~ ~ M~4 ~~ ... ~\uJp~''., , -7 ...-

:a ~~'I~D~o:t.?~~~~ ~""A- '~ Ja.v.N~~a.w~ 
GN"'-~ ~~ ~~ ~\ ~ ~ 'f~~ l~t;:... ~- tf1j 
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Sermon before the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company, in 1j12. 7 
Annual Sermon before the Massachusetts Convention of Ministers, in 

1772. Both printed, and the last reprinted. 
7. John Mellen{fslilppese€1: te boa son of Rev. John Mellen of Chock

sett, born, July 8,1752, a graduate of Harvard, 1770. Tutor. A. A., 
S. H. S. Minister at Barnstable, died 1828. 

Eight Sermon~ and Two Dudleian Lectures. 
8. Henry Mellen, (1757-1809) born in Chocksett, graduated in 1784. 

Son of Rev. John Mellen. Poe.gl.J,. _ 
9. Prentiss G:r Preatiee Mellen·,,.son ~f Rev. John and his wife, Rebecca ')(_ 

Prentice, the daughter of the minister of Lancaster, (1759-1840.) U. S. 
senator from Mass. 1817-20. Chief justice of Maine. J-f c...,-v-.._,Q. 17 'i'f

Judicial Decisions in the first eleven volumes of Maine Reports. 
· 10. Nathaniel Thayer, D. D., forty-seven years pastor of the First 
church. .:.?~ i ~~-<l- 17~1. 

Twenty-three Occasional Sermons between 1793 and 1840. The fol
lowing is a full list, as far as known. 

L A Sermon delivered on the day of Fasting, Humiliation and Prayer, 
April 2, 1795, 8vo. Apollo Press, Boston. '( t.ro 

A Sermon delivered August 20, 1812, on the day of "Publick Humilia-
L. tion and Prayer, appointed by the National Government who had declared 

War against Great Britain." Worcester, 8vo.JJ1.lC. ~ .J ) 
L Sermon at the Funeral of Rev. Timothy Harrington: December 23, 1795. Ji. fJ 
~ MasonicDiscourse,June2jf/f1797. 171' - 'i'"""· 
L Artillery Election Sermon, June 4, 1798. { ~ ~VTJ_) fo. 2.o l -:fJ-t? 

t.. Sermon at the Ordination of Re)::( Elihu Whitcomb, Pepperellborough, 
JuJy3,1799, :?~~ %V!I'J/tu..~~ 1' a.;~ II 

L · Installation Sermon of Rev. William Emerson, First church, Boston, 
October 16, 1799. ~- ~v-o 

Sermon: Ordination of Rev. John Sabin, at Fitzwilliam, N.H., March 
6, 1805. (!~ g LJOJ , 

L Sermon: Ordination of Rev. Samuel Willard, Deerfield, Sept. 23,1807. (1!Jl.u-.j...JJ g.v•) 
L Sermon: Funeral of Rev. Francis G<l,rdner, at Leominster, June 6, 1814. 
L Sermon on leaving the Old Church, Lancaster, Dec. 29, 1816. {_1t r-~ 1 ~~1 

L Sermon on entering the New Church, January 1, 1817. ( ~ .. y~'eef-. Y~ 
L Sermon: Funeral of Henry Bromfield, Esq, Hn.rvard, Feb. 16, 182 ~fi;.J.Jla-."f,tff 
l Election Sermon, May 28, 1823. ( £ ~ 'if tr") N' t.. f(. ~ tt l.o 

t.. Sermon: Installation of Rev. Winthrop Bailey, of Greenfield, October 
12, 1825. ( ~ Vf) ~ ~.;..u_) ~.f:d.vu:.b~~ Jh ~ "-
\.. Sermon on Revivals of Religion, in the Liberal Preacher, August, 1827.(7'~ I If-'%. ...-) 
"- Sermon: Dedication of the New Church in Stow, Oct. 1, 1827. 
L Sermon: Ordination of Rev. William H. "White, Littleton, January 2, 

1828. •' l . 
)... Discourse at Towmenu, Feb. 10, 1828. ( :1 ~ ~ 'l'-'l1j J.k.a........o .) ~" 
~~~ f ~~ ~~ILUJ~ 1 ~ t~ -
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l 

l 

L 

B,2e~· · · ~!J~R): OF~t__~TER. f-,_d ~I/ 111~ r f.o.1) ~ iut% ~J~'+ l fl '+"- ;;;;~ 
Discourse: Ordination of Rev. A. D. Jones, Hubbardston, Nov. 13,1828. 
Thanksgiving Discourse; Lancaster, Nov. 27, 1828. 
Discourse: Ordination of his son, Christopher T. Thayer, at Beverly, 

January 27, 1830. 
Address at Berry Street Conference on the Modes of exerting Religious 

Influence at the present day, May 25, 1831. 
11. Joseph Willard, born at Cambridge, 1798, but of the old Lancaster 

Ct:.: l stock; graduated at Harvard, 1816; LL.B. 1820, S. H. S. Died, 1865. 

L Topographical and Historical Sketches of the Town of Lancaster, pp. 
90, Worcest~ 1826; in the Worcester Magazine and Historical Journal. 

L Address ~ the Members of the Bar of Worcester County, Oct. 2, 

L 

L 

L 

1829; Lancaster, 1830. 
Address in Commemoration of the Two Hundredth Anniversary of the 

Incorporation of Lancaster, with an Appendix. Boston, 1853, pp. 230. 
Willard Memoir; or Life and Times of Maj. Simon Willard, 1858, pp. 470. 
Naturalization in the American Colonies, 1859, Massachusetts Historical 

Society. 
L Letter to an English Friend on the Rebellion in the United States, and 

on British Policy, 1862 pp. 28. 
00

,d,<:. 
Mr. V\Tillard contributed at various times to Farmer and M6f'ri.s! Collec

tion,LWorcester Magazine, Christian ;Examiner, American Quarterly Re
view, American Monthly Review and (.Literary Gazette. He left in manu
script a Life of Gen. Henry Knox, and also a large collection of materials 

· for a History of L~?..~aster. , ~ 

f 
, ~ .,_ ' 1 12. Richard J~'fheland. 'btT>J-<- S~.J-a1rr !llJ _ ~?J~ .tftrr;-_2..?J tYl. IJ. jL 1 ~~ . <1- o:t<>-<A.~ ~o 'f-- !t'-'6 _ 

c.:._ ~.A. ~vss--/>.J4'f A Narrative of Voyages and Commercial Enterprises, 2 ;;oJ.;;~ p mo., 
· · ... W L Cambridge, 1842. The pook passed through ~ edition~, ~was~ 

2';JvJ. · ~~~,_~printed i~ En()'land. -· .JI-t-t.v-kt.:.~ ~ A;.A.~ Vo-l,'l-.> jo .'fs-<l' vo-r..;:t;; tt.. ){rrf:::.j:,; l' ,, ~osr;;., ,,__ l'i's-o o 
, 13. Henry Russell Clevelanu, graduate of Harvard, 1827. Died, 1843. 

c 

e 

An intimate friend of Charles Sumner, George S. Hill~rd, Pres. C. C. F el
Ci J ton and Henr17,~~<W. Longfellow. ~o-,-.....,~ ~ Od' 3 /fro~ ; 

Remarks on Classical Education of Boys, by a Teacher, 1834. 
L Life of Henry Hudson in Sparks' American Biography, vol. X., 1838. 

Address delivered before the Harvard Musical Association, 1840. 
A letter to the Hon. Daniel Webster on the Causes of the Destruction 

of the steamer Lexington, by a Traveller; 1840. 

Several articles in the North American.Review, New England Magazine, 
and other publications. 

L Selections from hirs writings, and a Memoir, were printed for private dis-
tribution, by George ~~illard, Boston, 1844. ~ ~~c FdC... J<)r-.~ '1/.t!?f.? J'l"{ 

14. Horace W0.,_Cleveland, aut.hor of writings on Landscape Archi-
L tecture, and other ~~bj~J~~ ~ ofevv..~ he. ;t, l fr l'f . 

15. Henry Whttmg,,..Bng.-Gerieral, U. S. Army, son of Gen. John 
Whiting. He died at St. Louis, Sept. 16, 1851. 

L u Ow.. t\1)~ Jca.U r.s~ wo.rJ..r-~..:,.. ~~ i b~ <!tc..-..L, 1 It
~~ :F~ ~~ 1,.-'+-'-f, 1 '1- ..,..., ~. I ~ bt,...~ (!. ~~. ~' 

7 ~· oJ--. 
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Ontwa,r, the Son of the Forest, a Poem, New York, 1822. 
S~ilac, a Poem, with Notes,. by Lewis Cass and H. R. Schoolcraft, 

Boston, 1831. 
Historical and Scientific Sketches of Michigan, in connection with Cass . 

and Schoolcraft, Detroit, 1834 . .:Jo.f_VN ~ Pk.A)~ ~~ :T~ ,..JSw-u> 
Life of Zebulon M. Pike, in Sparks' Biography, 2d series, 5th vol. Vut.. 2.o.l~~~ ff 1 1N-tT 
George Washington: his Revolutionary Orders issued during the years 

1778-82, seleeted from the manuscripts of John Whiting, and edited by 
his son Henry. New York and London, 1844 and 1846. 

The Age of Steam, in North American Review, 1824, and subsequent
ly fourteen Articles. 

16. Caroline Lee (Whiting) Hentz, daughter of Gen. John Whiting; 
married Prof. N. M. Hentz in 1825 ; died Feb. 11, 1856, at Marianna, 
Florida. 

She was a popular and voluminous writer in prose and verse, and a beau-
L tiful and accomplished woman. Among her writings were the following: 

De Lara, or the Moorish Bride, a Tragedy. This gained a prize of $500. 
Human and Divine Philosophy, a Poem, and other Poems. 
Aunt Patty's Scrap Bag. 1846. 

( 1J I Lovell's Folly, of local interest. 

c __ 
L 

L 

L 
L L 

l. 

L 

"-

L 

L. 

t-

c. 

Wild Jack, or the Stolen Child. 1853. 
Helen and Arthur, or Miss Thusa's Spinning \Vheel. 1857. 
Besides these, she was the author of twelve to fifteen other volumes. 

Her stories have been collected into an edition of twelve volumes, by 
Peterson. In addition she wrote many popular stories for the magazines 
of the day. ~o1" 

17. James G~-<Carter, already mentioned as an author and educator. .o r- , ~ 
~J._c;~c:.....rv 

Letters to the Hon. William Prescott, LL. D., on the Free Schools of~ ..J{)t.~ 
New England, with Remarks on the Principles of Instruction. pp. 123. V~.J'? .. /'J q.<~.'r' 
1824. ~ . . 

Essays upon Popular Education ; containing a particular examination~ n .A-. 
·Of the Schools of Massachusetts, and an Outline for an Institution for the ~ Vbt' 1.'f..~ i.r&. 
Education of Teachers. pp. 60. 1826. F· 

Editor of the Literary Gazette, Boston, 1826. 
Geography of ~-1;-e~~ County. - ~o . ·'{<h.vU ~t .ua~ .- {u -1 ./0-1 1"' ~ .. ck.1 ~ 
18. Edmund H. e:trs, a crraduate of Union Collecre, 1834. S. T. D., ~ f 

A o o 

1R71. S. H. S ., Harvard Divinity School, 1837. -· t-~,- of 1- ~f,..~rlv li4o - /'rlf7 ... 

Pictures of the Olden Time as shown in the Fortunes of a Family of 
the Pilgrims. Boston and London, 1857. 

Regeneration. Boston, 1853. 
Athanasia, or Foregleams of Immortality. Boston. Second edition, 

1858; third, 1860. London, 1858. 
The Fourth Gospel the Heart of Christ. Boston, 1872. 
Sermons and Songs of the Christian Life. Boston and Philadelphia, 

1875. Christ in the Life. Boston, 1877. 



630 HISTORY OV LANCASTER. 

Christian Lyrics. Norwich, 1860. . . 
(tLj A Frequent ·co~~1jP,utor ~o th~ Mo~thly Religious Magazine.-.. C~~ ~~ 

~1,}:, Hannah F~ld, hved m childhood at the Gould place, ['now Mr. 
b Ctit~iu~s in Clinton.] Resided in Newburyport during mature life. 

Poems collecteft from various periodicals. 1832. 

Poems, 1835; 'I>oems, 1841. L 
Gathered Leaves, or Miscellaneous Papers. 1846. New Poems. 1850. 

L Diosma, a Perennial : Poems original anu selected. 1850. 
The Youth's Coronal: Poems for Little People. 1850. 
The Mother's Dream, and other Poems. 1853. :5 ~ 
20. Benjamin Apthorp Gould, A. A. S., born in Lancaster, brother of 

the preceding, and a graduate of Harv(:rd, 1814J7 Died 1859. 
Editor of Horace and of Virgil. , 'V . .).~ rlr~ fl,.._, _ 
Author of various Articles. 
21. Martha W. Damon, born in Lancaster, February, 1815. Married 

names, Grant, Tyler. 
I c) Mira Dana: a Novel of an autobiographical character, dealing with 

persons and scenes in Lancaster, Lowell, Worcester, and other places; 
L full of vivacity and adventure. By Mrs. M. W. Tyler. Boston, 1856, 

for the author. The real title is, "A Book without a Title." 

(J) 

e 

L 

22. Christopher Toppan Thayer, Harvard University 1824; Divinity 
School, 1827 . . Minister in Beverly, 1831-1859. r.J) ~"- I H 'V 

Valedictory Discourse. Beverly, ~ J"'-ZJ' lf-,!f'".>&> ~ 1~~ '?1ft ff ~::t. 
L Address delivered at the Dedication of Memorial Hall, Lancaster, 

Mass., 1868. }wvu.- q _ ~ ~~~co pp.71 1s'tr0. 

L 

L 

23. William Russell, Prof., born in Glasgow, Scotland, 1788, died in 
Lancaster, 1873. 

Grammar of Composition. New Haven, 1823. 
Lessons in Enunciation. Boston, 1830. 

L.. Rudiments of Gesture. Boston, 1838. 
t.. American Elocutionist. 1844. 

l. 
L. Pulpit Elocution. Andover, 185j; 2d edition, 1865. 
L Many other valuable works came from.his pen, all bearing on the sub

ject of Education, to which he Llevotcd a noble and unselfish life. His 
work as an educator has been stated by his friend, George B. Emerson. 
It is hoped that a memoir will be published. 

24. Rufus Dawes, born in Boston, 1803; educated. in Lancaster. 
Among other writings was the follow ina: 'i ~....c:J ~..._.i~ -t-l~·~ ~ .. 

~~r~cnt..v~..t.~}'he Valley of the Nashaway and other Poems: i83o.· '.flr;;;.11~::£S.t"'":" 
25. Hubbard. .. Winslow, D. D., born at 'Villiston, Vt .. 1800; a graduate 

of Yale, 1825. For many years pastor of the Bowdoin street church, Bos
to.n, as.successor of Dr. Lyman Beecher. }.uthor of many valuable works. 
Lived m Lancaster east si<le of George hill, 'V'hile here he wrote one or 
both of the following works: ~· 

J''i"~ 
'~trr. 

'~-J 
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-. I 

Elements of Intellectual Philosophy, 185J; lOth edition, 1863. 
Elements of Moral Philosophy, 1856; 8th edition, 1863. 
26. ~enjamin ljolt, ~aster of the Mayhew Scho~l15~.!~st~n, fo:· more 

than thirty years. 2 President Handel and Haydn SoC1e!J.· LIVed m Lan- v _ 
a. c.,.{.,(j,.,JjA.....L ~~ ,//O'II'_t'f '%•3 s""""~ 

caster many years. . . '~ P-<.) ~ s ~._) )1-o.r: ... ~ "Jk._ ~~ o 
Composed anq pl'.fhshed Church Mus1c.;,J~'} n,...... z:::t.""'J... en--~~~ ~ 1~""-'1· J~ r-
27. Julia A'~~etcher) Carney, b<rrn in Lancaster'; ~~~i<fes in Gales-

1 
. . . -

b Ill 'f f R M.r.:T.~ r7/u.-/J~''j"'~o,_.3:L olk~n''~ ~ ~ t't't'f 
urg, .. , WI eo . ev. r7\ ..~a:ney . .:z-&, .~ 5-J...,s~ ~-~~./~'! 

L A gift from Juha, a volume m the Children's Library, Boston, 1846./S.u..l3,;,.71'-'f'J ~ '(:,"'-'\. 
She is the author of m~p.J,l}r~k~~es and poems which have ~-1y........._~ ~....A~·, 

peared in differen0t,.J?:t"l:gdi~which have had a wide circulation. fj{~;.,.:.:~P>o- ctv.;'d" 'Vi'~ 
28. Louise M~urston, daughter of Wilder S. Thurston; born in Lan. 

caster; resides in Lynn. {Forrest Mills, Boston, 1868. Charley Roberts 
Series. <How Charley Roberts became a Man. <"How Eva Roberts gained 
her Education.< Charley and Eva's Home in the West. ;::The Children of 
Amity Court. 

29. Mrs. Clara W. (Thurston) Fry, elder sister of the foregoing._ Little 
L Splendid's Vacation. Boston, 1868. 

30. Mrs. J. J. Trowbridge. Our Grandmother's Stories. Aunt Kat~'s ~ l?<i.z 

L ' Fireside Memories. Boston. Ticknor & Fields, 1857. ,·vdc.m•e ;j'u-vtJA.rl.... 
1'ee.,._e / IB'''f 1 

31. Mrs. Mary G. (Chandler) Ware. Death and Life. The Elements 
( 1) L o£ Character~S'.llf.' Thoughts in my Garden~5~l Author of many Articles in 

L 

( c.) 

(J) 
L. 

Magazines. ~~ 1'62.1?-

32. Charlotte M. Packard, daughter of Rev. Charles Packard. She 
came to Lancaster quite early in life; resides now in Brunswick, Me. She 
is the author of many very pleasant Stories and Poems. Some of her 
Hytnns have found a place in one or more collections. Her writings, if 
collected, would make a readable and useful volume. 

33. Rev. George Murillo Bartol, born in Freeport, Me.; minister of the 
Fit·st Church, Lanca;ter, since 184 7. 

Two Funeral Discourses: Stephen Van Rensselaer Thayer; Mrs. Sarah 
Toppan Thayer. ,. 

( e) L. "> 34. Rev. Amos~. Lawrence, minister of the Evan~elical church, 1860-4.- .A f>--+,-f-c.L.t~.-" 
L Funeral Discourse, for Dea. Charles Humphrey, and other publications.i>)'j.f f.tw...,. J.1 

J,= t:=E!s=~~:::::::::J 
36. Rev. James C. White. The Third Annual Sermon, by the Pastor 

L of the .Free Congregational Church, Providence, 1865. Also many Arti-
cles and Letters in periodicals. . 

l 3 7. Charles Fosdick Fletcher. The Priesthood from the Earliest Stages. 
L Philadelphia, 1.865. The Happy Land: An Essay, 1876. The Fall of 
L. 'iM,......()... 1 J 
l Adam: An Essay, 1876. The Law of Love. [These are,~.pamph ets. 
l The...A_,..._ ~,.i_ca.-,.. h-ee n-...a.-7-v ,._ , 

1lw. x M-~ &v..-y 14'Y' ~ r-cvtA /1;<4~ ~ ~~. ~ ,.J.t.4u ~~ .v..-. -.4. 

~.). ~ ~ aL~ :11/~ { a. Ljf.:a.y-tAA.a.-..v . -r~/ tU!A a.eo of d. . 
¢J~ ~ /?JJ_ f~~ ~~ aA a_ ~~~p ,/~. 
tvdf. ~ ~~ r ~ ~ ~(~ cu-J;~~-0)-l ~· ~~ 
~ Ju_ ~r;L- • Crjf ~ ~ ~~, ~ ~ £4~ -IYY~ 
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38. John Davis Washburn, born in Boston; came to Lancaster at the 
age of six years: graduated at Harvard, 1853. 

Address at Lancaster, July 4, 1876, a Centennial Discourse, pp. 58, 
Worcester. 

L Remarks in the House of Representatives, Boston, May 16, 1878. 
L Three Reports of the Council of the American Antiquarian Society. 

39. Levi., S. Burbank, a native, now a teacher of high reputation in 
( a-) Woburn.(1'Jr~Acto/~) 

R-emai"ks ea Cumbm-y:-Pooo. ,. 
~:Mot ~~ .. Gwlogy of +.he Na.sl:Ga \ 7 alley. These are not the exact 

titles, but indicate the subjects. 

40. Rev. B. K. Peirce, D. D., a minister in the Methodist denomination, 
• ( 1, resident here as Superintendent of the Industrial School, 1.854-61. 

c ' 

Zion's Herald, Boston, of which he has been the able and genial editor 
many years. His writings would fill several volumes. 

41. Rev. Abijah Perkins Marvin, resident since 1870. 

Several occasional Sermons and Essays. Articles in the New Englander, 
Congregational Quarterly, Bibliotheca Sacra and other periodicals. As
sociate Editor of Boston Recorder, 1867. 

42. The Editor or Editors of the Lancaster Gazette, if their names 
(d.) were known, would find a place in this record. The paper was edited with 

ability and discretion. ul .t!JJ !: · J-~ .ri:P~~ 
(d. d.. ) 4 ~ _ Cb.-t7Jt~ ,.J.La.JDvV. J+~ ~ .· fJ I ~J.._. . • "" ~ L w 1'~t:;;;u.. o-. 1 

Jw~.,.;._~OAI.{;..t~<tlni-...... ,~tu.L,._fi'f"L~~ ~"-"7 ~·· 
(e( A catalogue of the works written by authors ~caster 

ancestry, would . fill several pages. Among these writers 
would be Rev. Nathan S. S. Beaman, D. D., of Troy, N.Y., 
a distinguished author, and the ablest debater in the Presby
terian general assembly; Rev. Moses I-Iale ·~riluer, of Brook
lyn, N. Y., author of the ~~Book of the Wilders ;" Rev. 
Leicester A. Sawyer, D. D., formerly of New Haven; Rev. 
Samuel Willard, president of Harvard University, and many 
other divines of the Willard family ; Lorenzo Saw er, of 
San Francisco, author of Ju BOLTON. 

United States Circuit Co This old town gets pleasantly noted in the 
the celebrated · current number of The Ladies' Home Jour-

Sin nal, by Thomas Wentworth Higginson, who 
tells the story of his mother's intluence upon 
him. Spealdng of hi.s father' s reverse of fol 
tune in 1815 iu Boston, he Rays : "He returneo 
to thecountry, livi.ng ona beautiful ~:>beep 
farm in Bolton Ma!'-s., placed at hi s disposal 

literature, have 
caster by descent, or 

r.e,:~~ltce, or education, as Willard, 
~F:m~uks, Bancroft, Palfrey and Presco ' W'l1 ·" by a more fortunate friend, S. V. S. J l er. 

The family spent four years on thi.s farm ~nu , 
in the bouse now called the Wilder ~Ian swn, 
returning to li.ve in Cambridge, where Col. 

4 ~~ (ol.l~ .~ J\Jvwl-vt \ M..Jv ;v......_ .I itl-fi~Lt'l. · :'-1.-v ~ '!'· w. Higgin s~? was born in 1823. 

<~~ 1 J.'"'v II~ ~t, ~ j,~.C:(.- ~ ~ 1' ·., fV ~ t) - . ' 

~ lfltl ~(Vi~ In~~~ fLt.: ~'i ~~.t{~~ ~. ~ ~,t.._!\A--tt"i..a.-
£;1 ~w ~ Jruv l'lr''t'~ J~ ~ ~. ·.1':.:'\" i y;u,.r~ ~w ~-
AF 0ti.~ 'taJ J~~~. ~~t-U~ ltS'/_a.!~ 
jj~-.:., ~ov-tU--lTw , 9-lfr~ ~ a_q~~ n...l-~ @~~ 
&'.t..h··t:{~·"-'V • ~- 'o '7-r.,L~~c-. 
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38. John Davis Washburn, born in Boston; came to Lancaster at the 
age of six years: graduated at Harvard, 1853 . 

.Address at Lancaster, July 4, 1876, a Centennial Discourse, pp. 58, 
Worcester. 

L Remarks in the House of Representative-s, Boston, May 16, 1878. 

. 1, 

c 1 

L Three Reports of the Council of the American Antiquarian Society. 
39. Levi S. Burbank, a native, now a teacher of high reputation in 

Woburn.[i7r~Act\_,~4--j) 
R-ema.Pks ea Cumooq-.Po-nd. ·~ 
~m ~~ .. Gwlogy of t.h.e N asl:~a Y alley. These are not the exact 

titles, but indicate the subjects. 
40. Rev. B. K.Peirce, D. D., a minister in the Methodist denomination, 

resident here as Superintendent of the Industrial School, 1.854-Gl. 
Zion's Herald, Boston, of which he has been the able and genial editor 

many years. His writings would fill several volumes. 
41. Rev. Abijah Perkins Marvin, resident since 18 70. 
Several occasional Sermons and Essays. Articles in the New Englander, 

Congregational Quarterly, Bibliotheca Sacra and other periodicals. .As
sociate Editor of Boston Recorder, 1867. 

42. The Editor or Editors of the Lancaster Gazette, if their names 
{d-) were known, would find a place in this record. The paper was edited with 

ability and discretion. ~ .lf/3 ;,. · J ~ .,./:p~~ 
tof_ d. ) '+~ - c.M.-~.--IJ..a..Joo-v • .H-~ cl.u..-fJ 1 ~J·r,, · "" 1~ L.w~J"~c::.u.. t>-. 1 

::---...... JW~.,.:V~Soili:- t~•ort¥«->-. j~lv.L...;.. i¥'f'L w"lo<.-<4 w.~ ~~a...-4-. ., 
(e r ~ A catalogue of the works written by authors of Lancaster 

ancestry, would . :fill several pages. Among these writers 
would be Rev. Nathan S. S. Beaman, D. D., of Troy, N.Y., 
a distinguished author, and the ablest debater in the Presby
terian general assembly; Rev. Moses Hale vVilder, of Brook
lyn, N. Y., author of the ~~Book of the Wilders ;" Rev. 
Leicester A. Sawyer, D. D., formerly of New Haven; Rev. 
Samuel Willard, president of Harvard University, and many 
other divines of the Willard family ; Hon. Lorenzo Sawyer, of 
San Francisco, author of Judicial Decisions, as judge of the 
United States Circuit Court; and William Hickling Prescott, 
the celebrated historian. It is a singular fact that several 
authors who have acquired distinction in connection with 
American historical literature, have been intimately associ
ated with Lancaster by descent, or family connection, or 
residence, or education, as Willard, Higginson, Hildreth, 
Sparks, Bancroft, Palfrey and Prescott. 

I ~ 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

CEMETERIES. 

THERE are six public Burying Yards or Cemeteries in 
Lancaster. In proceeding, the origin of each will be given, 
as far as the facts can be found in the Records. These sacred 
garners of the dust of those generations which have 'passed 
away, possess a great and yearly increasing interest ; and are 
visited, every season, by pilgrims· from far distant parts of 
the land, to which the des~endants of the early settlers have 
removed. 

I. THE OLD BURYING GROUND. 

The first place of interment in the town of which we have 
any knowledge, is called the Old Burying Ground, or Yard. 
This is believed to be the resting place of all who died here 
from the time of settlement in 1643, to the close of the cen
tury. But there is no stone, monument or mound to tell 
certainly where any were buried previous to the massacre in 
1676. Neither is there a scrap of paper, nor a lingering tra
dition to show where the remains of those who were killed 
at that time, were placed. Perhaps the bodies· of some were 
burned in the burning houses. About fifty persons perished, 
in different parts of the town, and nearly all of them had 
lived in the Center or in South Lancaster. Were they buried 
where they fell? Did the survivors, and the soldiers who were 
op the ground before the next day closed, gather all the bloody 
and charred remains and bury them together, near the minis
ter's garrison? ""r ere the bodies of all-~~ matron and maid, 
and the sweet babe, and the gray -headed man,"- all laid in 
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one grave in the old burying yard, which was near? Or final
ly, were they buried in separate family groups, where we know 
that some of their descendants were laid when their course 
was finished? These are questions which none can answer; but 
the last query suggests the most probable conclusion. Several 
of the victims had friends already buried', and the conjecture 
is reasonable that the bodies of the slain were placed beside 
kindred dust and ashes. 

The dimensions of the yard are as follows. The length 
from the head to the foot is four hundred and twelve feet. 
The width at the head, or west end, is a little over two hun
dred feet, and at the foot not far from fifty feet. It is one 
hundred feet wide in the middle. 

The form of this burial place is quite singular. It rises 
from the intervale on all sides except the southwest corner, 
where it joins the meeting-house hill, some ten to thirteen 
feet. It has doubtless been washed, in some former age, on the 
two sides and the east end by the waters of the Nashua. The 
whole yard is an elongated and regular mound. It might be 
called a giant's grave. Suppose him to be lying on his back, 
but a little inclined or sloping to the left, or the northeast, 
with his arms at either side, the middle of the form drawn 
back slightly, and the feet close together, and then covered 
with earth, and you have the outline of this ancient burial 
place. 

The distance from the southwest corner of the yard, cross
ing the railroad, to the northeast corner of the JVIiddle Ceme
tery, as the land lies, is about fourteen and a half rods ; and 
to the top of the meeting-house hill, eighteen and one-fifth 
rods. The distance from the middle of the north west end 
of the yard to the foot of the railroad embankment, is not 
far from five rods. From the northeast corner of the yard, 
perpendicularly to the river is nearly twenty rods. It is about 
the same distance from the middle of the northeast side, in 
a direct line to the river. 
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MAP OF THE YARD. 635-

There is no shrubbery in the yard. It is free from weeds, 
briars and bushes. Within and near it are walnut, oak, pine 
and maple trees, which adorn the lot, and give a grateful 
shade in the summer afternoon. A good fence surrounds the 
yard, and the entrance is by convenient turnstiles. Neat
ness and good order characterize the sacred enclosure. The 
public spirit of the town, and the gift of Mr. Thayer, will 
cause this and all the other burial places to be kept in a man
ner creditable to the living and worthy of the dead. 

There is not a piece of marble in the yard. The earliest 
stones set up were rough granite slabs, quite small and ir- >< 
regular in form. Next came rough pieces of slate without 
form or comeliness, but serving as well as polished marble 
to tell the reverent seeker where the ashes of his ancestors 
repose. The third stage in mortuary memorials was the polish-
ed slate in regular form, and often adorned with heads of 
cherubs, and quaint devices. The lettering is generally good, 
and the spelling modern except on some of the most ancient 
stones. Perhaps half the inscriptions had become nearly or 
quiet illegible, by reason of moss, or the slow abrasion of 
the elements, when in 1876, the committee in charge, had 
them cleaned with acids and water. vVith here and there an 
exception, the epitaphs can now be read with ease. In some 
cases, however, it has been necessary to take all positions, 
and use every slant of sunshine to decipher the names and 
dates. 

As the yard is not laid out in regular family lots, it was 
not easy to make a map or plan which would enable one to 
find the position of a particular grave. The following plan 
was devised. The yard was divided into squares of twenty
five feet. Tho squares were defined by corner stakes twenty
five feet apart each way. The surveying was done by Mr. 
Harold Parker, civil engineer, who also drew·the accompany
ing plan. The letterincr and fio·urincr is the work of l\fr. H. 

b b b 

E. Remick. It is too plain to need any detailed mqJlanation. 
Stone posts have been set at suitable points to enable any 
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{)ne, with a measuring tape or rod, to find any specified grave 
after the monument has been removed, or has fallen by de
cay. The stone marked A and placed at the middle of the 
northwest end of the yard, is the starting point in laying 
out the squares. A line of stones one hundred feet apart, 
marked on the map B, C, D, extends down the yard. The 
last stone, E, is one hundred and twelve feet from D, to avoid 
a grave, and also to mark the lower end of the yard. There 
is a stone fifty feet to the right of A, and also another fifty 
feet to the right of C. There are also stones fifty feet to the 
left of A and C. :From either of these stones it is easy to 
measure any number of feet, either way, with a line or rod. 

Turning now from the yard to the map, the lot, as said 
.above, is divided in squares of twenty-five feet. Each square 
is numbered in the right corner with a heavy faced figure. 
Let the explorer begin with the square in the northwest cor
ner, numbered 1, where he will find a single grave marked 1, 
near the east side. The next square has no grave. The 
third square has one, and the next, marked 4, has six graves. 
Each grave is numbered with a small figure, and the figures 
.are placed as near to their position in the square as possible, 
without exact measurement. It will be seen that the earliest 
date on any monument is 1684, two or three years after the 
town. was re-settled and in order for municipal action. 

THE INSCRIPTIONS. 

The following inscriptions were copied in 1877, ®d_ oare 
x has b~ tab.:n to have them exact in orthg_graphy and ar~nge

ment, but it is impossible to present the shape and size of 
the letters. 

1. 1. In M~ory of A 
Father ftiiM 4 Children. 

Mr. Andrew Wilder/died Dec: 
ye 28th, Af D. 1764:, in ye 56th 

year of his Age. 

Death is a Deb\to Nature due, 
Whicjf I have paid;~ so must 'lou. 
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2. 

.Andrew, $on of Mr . .An
drew ~ Mrs. Elizabeth 

Wilder, was ~till-]orn 
'+ rf; Sept: ye '1st, 1741. 

1:: '¥ 
Ruth, Dau~ of Mr . .A. and 
Mrs. E. Wilder, died J~ 

ye 19~1753 , in ye 8th. 
Year of her Atbg-. Age 

No stone. 

3. 2. 
In Memory of Mr. 

John Phillip.s, 
Who died Nov. ye 

23d, .Anno-Dom. 1776; 
.Aged 56 Years. 

.And also two of his Sons: 
Joh~died Oct. ye 29tht 

1776, Aged 5 years. 
Samuel.., died Nov. ye 2d 

1776; Aged 3 years. 

Likewise of his Daughter 
Rebecca, died Oct. ye 2J~ 

1776: .Aged 22.Jfunths. 

4. 3. 

4. 

In Memory of 
~athsheba Robb~ 

widow of 
Mr. Edward Robbins, 

MJ ~ho died 
Oct. 16, 1805. 

i. l'n the 8G~ year of 
her..ige. ~ 

In Memory of 
Mr. Eqw~rd Robbi&. 
who dep~ed this life 
Oct:" 9th, 1791, in ye 
78thYear of his age. 

Joseph, son of Mr. A ~ 
Mrs. E. Wilder, died 

.Aug: ye 15th, 1775, in ye ~ 
Year of his .Age. 

t ""r 
D eborah, Da.u)( of Mr . .A.1:tftd 

5. 

Mrs. E. Wilder, died .Aug. 
ye 22d,1755 . .Aged 

111lays. 

H ere lies interred 
ye Body of Mr. 

John Philli:Qs, 
Who departed 

this Life January 
ye ~nno.Dom . .3 rt 

1763, .Aged 
7j{ fears. · 7 o 

6. In Memory of Mrs . 
Lydia Philli:QS 

t.J ;Who departed this 
Life, May ye 31st. 
Anno-Dom. 1760,: 

Aged 29Jears. 

7. In Memory of 

8. 

E&becca Phillips, 
1./ .::Who died Eeb!y ye Ju I y 

4th, Anno-Domini 
1775, .Aged 

53Jears. 

In Memory of Mr. 
Je.th.a,m- Phillins, Ta n C£.1:1?. a.. n -

who departed this 
Life, Feb1y- ye 20th, J -u. 1_ y 
AnnO"-Domini, 1780:, 

Aged 44 years. 

5 . 9. 
In Memory of 

Je:a.athan-Robbins,Son :fol:l·uA" .. 17z -

of Mr. Edwar~ 
Mrs . Bathsheba 

Robbins, who died 
November ye 24th,. 

II , -v.. 
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1763, Aged 17 years, 15. Sacred 

7 Months and 24 Days. To the Memory of Mr. 
NATHANIEL WYMAN 

10. Mr. Edward who died J~ye 5th, AD. 
I Robbins,JunY 1776, in 58th Year - -

1763. of his Age. 

11. H ere -l:ies- the L yes The stroke of 1teath hath laid my g'ead 
Down in this dark and silent Bed; 

Body of Jacob The Trump shall sound, I hope to rise, 
Watery of And meet my SA VI OUR in the:ikies. 

C h cu· Is Gl.w-Plestewft; T o vv n 
16. Here lies Buried 

Aged 65 :fears itttd: <if 
7 m--t, Who Iaied Ve. ':£!he Body of Mrs. MARY -
atLan~t~l--~ WYMAN/ ye "-1fe of 

't :th Mr. Nathaniel Wymao/ December ye 15.,..1714. 
who died on May/ye 

[This inscription is on the inside of the 8~ ~ 1759, in ye 37th -
stone.] 

Year of her Age .. -
6 and 7. --

Her Father deceased 
No stones. the same Day. 

--
8. 12. 17. ~ 

Here lies interred In Memory of 
7~fe Body of Mr. Mrs. SUBMIT WYMAN, 
~~ra,im W~!!;!an, /whodied '( -

who deceased on ye Nov'r,25, 180±, in the 
17th,of Feb'fy, At}lo-Do. 74th year of her 

1780; in ye 30th age. 
Year of his Age. 

10. 18. 

13. ~ 
In Memorvof 

in Memory of Elizabeth, Daug~h ~ -
Mr. Nathaniel vV~~-' of Mr. Abijah 8!R4CV -
~ Mrs. Abigail 

Decy 15, 1801, Wymary who 

J"'l.Y Aged 55. died J.uiW ye 20Rff 

~ ( 1~ Aged 11 
A Pattern of Honesty a;mt Industry. 'fears .a:hd 10 Month/ -
9. 14. HtJ.re. Zt. e :. i.'ll.. fe n ·e CL 19. HERE LIES BURIED 

Ye Body of Mrs. YE BODY OFIMR. 
Mary Whitney, JOHN BENN,i'T;f r 

.(ye Wife of Mr. WHO DEPARTED 
JONATHAN WHIT- TI-,. LIFE rit.. 
NEY) who deceasJd DECE .: YE /OT-H .J -

Jan. ye 12th, AJD. 1778~ A. D., 1748,1,-
in ye 34th ear AGE 29 YEAR , -

of her Age. 11 M & 10 D S. 
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20. In Memory of Mrs. 
Bathsheba Bennfttt, ye 

Wife Qf Capt. John 
Bennlttt, who died 
Feb"\'~ ye 7th, 1762, 

Aged 67 years. 

Remember Death. 

21. In Memory pf Capt. 
John Benn~tt, who 

died June ye 5th, 1761, 
Aged 68 years. 

0 Death, Thou'st<Gonquered me , 
I by thy Dart amSlaiu;, 
But QBrist has){ couqucr¢d thee, 
And I shall f(!.sc again . 

22. HEH.E LIES BURIED 
YE BODY OF MRf 

SAMUEL BEN N~Tf, I 
WHO DEPART ED 

THIS IJIFE, JULY 6J()t,Jt 
A. D. 1742, 

.).<t.E-j IN YE 77':00 tt' 
YEAR OF HIS AGE. 

11. 

12. 23. 

No stone. 

M.EJ; 

M~. 

[Bl-egib-le date on foot-stone.] 

24. 

·Hlegible stone. 

25. 

Illegible stone. 

LEVI 
13. 26. ~Godfrey. 

14 and 15. 
No stone.· 
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16. 27. In Memory of ,1. A 

Fathe~ ~-d 4 Children. 
Mr~ Matthew Clarl~ died 
July ye 9th1 ADom= 1760. 
in the 56th \fear of his 

Age. 

Mar~died Janlty 
ye 27th, 1749, in ye 

9th Year of 
her Age. 

Joh~died 

May ye 15th, 
'1.751, Aged 

3 ymr:rs.. 'N,.z '1.-k 5 

Matthew, died 
July ye 24th, 1750, 

in ye 9th, Year 
of his Age. 

Sarah>died 
October ye Gth, 
1758, in . .i}te 3d "p-

Year of her Age. 

( t } 

(2 

! ~) 

{4) 

Mr. Matthew 
'Clark, 1760. 

M. c. M. c. I 
-------------1-------------- ;J~ar~u~~ 

J. c. s. c. 
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f y.c. illlf ,.~ ·o 
Alh· Jo Inc. 73 u..H. 

vVho JJ.ied 17. 28. 
In Memory of l\)Is. 

Martha Wilder, Wife of 
Mr. Gardner vVilder, who 

died March ye 7th, A.Dom~. 
1764, Aged 27 years. 

My Loveing /riends, as you pass by, 
On my cold~rave but cast your ~ye; 
Your-Sun like mine m.a¥ set at! oon, 
Your )oul be can¥d for 'Very soon; 
In this dark Place ;nm'll quickly be ; 
Prepare for death.t:i,\lliittollow me. 

29. 
J n Jlllemo"'lf of 

I\ Gardner, Son of 
Mr. Gardner ~ 

Mrs. Martha 
Wilder, who 
was ~tillborn. 

March ye 14, At D1 
1738; in ye 56Jff 
Year of Her Age. 

31. Here lies Buried 
The Body of Mr. 

J.Q.HN_ BU__s_§, \\If ho 
Jaied April 

i/t e. ~ 30/A/DI 
1734/Aged 
About 55 
'tears . 

20. 32. 
Erect¢ 

In$emory of -wt. 
... 

18. 

19. 30. 

No stone. 

Mrs. MARY LOCKE, 
vVife of Mr. W~m Locke, 

who died N ov/17/t; 
1796; in the 50th 

33. 

34. 

year of her Age. Here lies Buried 
The Body of 

¥R.8. HARRIET Iil.:[§S, 
H~ 

The sweet remembrance of the just 
Shall flourish when they sleep in dust. 

ERECTED 
in Memory of Mrs. 

REBECCA WILDER, 
Wife of Joseph Wilder, Esq. 

who died Sep'r.10th. 
1789; in the 80th year 

of her Age. 

Here sleeps the flesh, unconscious, closet confin¢'d, 
But far,far distant, dwells th~immortal Mind. 

Here lies interred ye 
Body of Mr. 

JAMES LOCKE, 
who deceased on 

ye 19th of March/, AD. 
· 1772, in ye 33d )'ear 

of his Age. 

35. Here lies interred ye 
Body of Mr. 

SAMUEL LOCKEr 
who died April ye 13thr 

AD. 1775, in ye 73d. 
)ear of his Age. 

{)... 

Behold the numerous Cro~d The stroke of death hath laid my Head,. 
ThatgMouldering in the Ground Down in this dark and silent bed; 
Ready to ~art when CHRIST commanus The Trump shall sound, I hope t,.s. rise, 
The awful Trump to$ ound. And meet my SAVIOUR in the»ies. 
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Samuel Locke was from Woburn, where he was born in 
1702, August 24. He married Rebecca Richardson, in 1730, 
and came to Lancaster in 17 42. His widow married Col. 
Joseph Wilder, and her sons, James and John Locke, mar
ried two of the daughters of her second husband. James 
married Rebecca Wilder, and John took her sister Lucy w 

( 
This Joseph Wilder was ~ Judge J osepb, hat Colonel ) 
Joseph. One of the sons of Samuel Locke and Rebecca 
Richardson, was Rev. Samuel Locke, S.T. D., born in Wo-
burn, November 23, 1731, who came to Lancaster when 
twelve years old. He studied with Rev. Mr. Harrington when 
fitting for college ; graquated nt Harvard in 17 55, and then 
studied for the ministry under his pastor's guidance. He be
came president of Harvard college _in 1770, and remained in 
that position till December, 1773. He was a classmate of 
John Adams, who regarded him as one of the ablest men and 
first scholars in his class. In his Diary he writes: ((Locke has 
been president of Harvard college, a station for which no man 
was better qualified." AndpresidentStyles, of Yale college, 
wrote of him, in 1773: ((He has a .liberal understanding, a 
penetrating discernment, and is capable of looking into and 
judging upon everything. * * * He is a good classical 
scholar, in Latin, Greek, Hebrew and Chaldee. He made an 
orati?n in Chaldee at the first public commencement after his 
election to the presidency, which I heard. He is excellent 
in philosophy aud academical literature, and in all branches 
of knowledge is far superior to any president of any of the 
American colleges, unless Dr. Witherspoon, of Nassau Hall, 
should exceed him in theology." 

36. H ere lies interred ye 
B ody of Mr. 

JOSIAH LOCKE . 
who died May ye 1~ 
AD. 1769, l:E ta~. 33 . 

Every ~an at his b est 15 t ate;is altogether \l1.nity. I 
Cease yc from Man , whose 1 Breath is in his Nostrils; and I. 

-t /trust in ~ E~!' Living GJu1, 
41 ye ~ - -

- ~ ( ! I 
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- J4stcd. 
37. 

38. 

t 
Esthe.r, D~'f of 

Mr. Jos~ ttft4 Mrs. 
Esther Locke, 

died March ye 25th, 
1768, Aged 

6 Months ~ 1)i 
Day~ 

Abel, second Son 
of Mr. Josiah and 
Mrs. Esther Lock~ 

died Oct! ye 13,~ 
1766, Aged 2 

Months~ 1 Day. 

21. 

Ephraim Wilder ye 3d, 
& Mrs. Lucretia 

his ·wife, who died 
May ye 14th, 1766, 
Aged 8 Months & 

7 Days. 

40. 
Abel, first Son 

of Mr. Josiah and 
Mrs. Esther Locke, 

died May ye 6/t 
1765, Aged 3 

Months_, & 20 Days. 

39. In Memory of 41. 
Rebec!a"-Dau~ of Mr. 

42. 

22. 43. 

In Memory of,~ 

Mr. JOHN WARNAR, 
Who.Departed this 

Lify March the 27th, Aj D( 
1776, in the 41st Year ,. 

of his age: 

To the, 0 Stone, ·we Recommend this Dust, 
Commanding the in Faith t<? ~ep Your trust. 
Take this Body and secure t'tt -it'entomb 
Until the Day of Resurrection come.s 

Here lies interred ye Body 
of Col. OLIVER WILDER, 

who died March ye 
16/ADomin\F-1765, 
in the 711J,Year of 

his Age. 

The stroke of Deat!!_ hath laid my Head, 
Down in this:Dark ~ silent Bed; 
The Trump shall sound, I hope to ris~ 
And meet my SA VI OUR in theSkies. 

Col. Oliver Wilder ~~tftathaniel, and grandson of 
the first Thomas Wilder. He was a cousin of the fh~t Ju9~ 
Joseph 'Vilder. His home was in South Lancaster, ~the 
tte>Y:Se-l:n-:Wf~HIIf:i!.~'*el~Ln~P+~~. He was a very promi
nent man, and stood high in military matters. At the time of 
the great alarm in 1757, when the French and Indians, having 
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captured fort William Henry, were rumored to be on their 
way through New England, towards Boston, .Col. Wilder 
led a large detachment of volunteers to meet and repel 
them. He marched as far as Springfield, where it was found 
that the alarm was false. He displayed much vigor on this 
occasion. 

44. 

45. 

47. 

Here lies Buried 
ye Body of Mry 
Mary Wilder, ye 

Harrington, who 
:&..~ecf died June ye 16th, 

1749, .lEtat~ 7, 
Months & 25)Days. 

46. Sacred 
Wifeof Coh~ 

Olihr Wilder, 
EsV:,f who departed 
Thi~.!'ife;-J une ye 

15;-A. D/ 174i}f 
In ye 53d year 

of Her Age. 

to the Memory of Mrs. 
ANNA HARRINGTON, 

In Memory of 
Timothy 1 son of 
ye Rev!,Timothy 
and Mrs. Anna 

Y e amiable Consort of ye Rev'g 
TIMOTHY HARRINGTON, 

who resigned to the Will of 
G~, ~ depending entirely 

on the L~ J~ for 
Salvation, ~ceased on 
May ye l~AD. 1778, 

lEta(§. 62. 

The Reverend 
TIMOTHY HARRINGTON 

Etatis 80, 
Fourth Pastor of the Church in Lancaster, 

Died December 18, 1795. 
Endued with superior abilities, he happily 
united the manners of the Gentleman, with 

the unaffected gravity of the Divine, and was 
especially distinguished for 

benevolence of heart. 

The sacred doctrines he taught we.,..~ e 11 f ""<:. 
~f0reed-

by an uniform example in the practice of fh.e. 

6f-i!Te 
domestic, social and moral 

virtues. 

L 

A consistent and rational view of fh r. 6:. td p e 7.... 

th~pel-; 

a faith in the Saviour of the world, 
and a reliance o~ mercy of ~ 

inspired him with a joyful hope 

/0 
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of a resurrection to 
eternal life. 

"Be thou faithful unto death, anfr will give thee a crown of life." 

Mr. Harrington is here called the fourth Pastor. Mr. Gardner was acting Pastor 
several years, but died before ordination and installation, and is therefore not counted 
in the list of Pastors. · 

t. c. 

48. HE(RY/ HO- 54. HERE LIES 
UGHTON. BURIED YE BODY 

The name is on the head-stone, rough 
OF MRS. MARY CARTER, 

granite: and on the foot-stone is the follow- YE WIFE OF 

ing: MR. EPHRAIM CARTER, 
Ag@ 27 years. 'k WHO BHffi- MAY !:J £ C 

ia E 30TH, 1738, & IN YE 
49. HA ADIAH, 21 YEAR OF H~R AGE. 

THE AUGHTER 
OF HENRY AN10 25. 55. 

ABIGAIL HO- Here lies Buried the 
UGHTON:· Body y/ Mrs. Eliza-

beth,,;ulfe of Mr. -
50. Joseph Osgood~ho 

Stone without inscription. ;Aied October ye 9thj" 
1755, in the 

51. In Memory of Mr. 34th Jear of her 
HENRY HASKELL, Age. 

who died April 
ye 1stADom. 1779, 56. 

in ye 73JJ.Year t.t l"T "1~ ..... "" ,-/( ~ 0!. ,3~'<-..,'t ~r< s 
of his Age. 

The s~et ~emembrancelof the Just 26. 
No stone. 

Shallrfiourish when they\sleep in Dust. 

23. 52. 27. 57. 
John In Memory of 

Swajh, The R everend John Whiting, 

~ s _.Second "Minister of Laneaster, 
~ Jl{,_y -- ---

Killed by the Indians/ 

24. 53. September 11, A. D. 1697. 
This Stone in place 

A stone with th e number 30. Of one broken and decayed 

I 
i_J.s set by the Town, A. D. 1878. 

This stone has been placed where tradition says that the 
original monument of Mr. Whiting stood. Old, broken and 
almost illegible head and foot stones, bearing the name of 

\ \ 
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Mr. Whiting, stand between the graves of Rev. Messrs. 
Gardner and Prentice, (No. 66) where it is supposed they 
were set at a comparativly recent date. 

(/) 58. 

r2J 59. 

60. 
~~ 

(') 

63. 

($) 

66. 

( 6} 

64. 

~Ho
ughton. 

1\ _l-"f"( ( L 
29·Day, 

] 684. 
b-..·uke, .. 

[On the11foot-stone1. This is the earliest 
date in the yard.] 

John 61. 
Houghton. 

[On the head-stone.] J 
De~sed lJtC1tS£.D 

62
· 

~ 

(( 

In 
MEMORY 

of 
Dr: Stanton Prentice, \lv 7, o 

wft6 deceased on ye :first of Decfr. 
Anno Domini 1769, lEt~! " 

58. 

This Life's a. Dream, an empty show; 
Butye bright World to which I go, 
H athJoys substantie!~sincere; 
When shall I wak e ~find me there? >) 

Here Lies InU\\·~d 
The Body 65. 

f._ 

Het:e _#yes Burieq 
ye Body of ye Rev:.Mr. of 

Mr. Eben~zer Sw:yin, 
Who Deceasjd 
August ye 22d 
ADorn. 1750 

42. 

ANDREW GARDNER, 
':rJ~c ~l Who Died OctoJr#26tbf 

Anno Domt1704, in ye 
30thje.ar of His Age. 

[Head-stone. J 
Mr. 
John ~ing, 

Past of the 
Church LA 1\/ ~ 
Deceased 

[Foot-stone.] 

September 
11 -A-:---1}-; :D CAy 

1697. 
[See No. 57.] 

(LI/ -



(r) 

( J) 

646 HISTORY OF LANCASTER. 

67. & Given to Hospitality. 

Ye RevtMr. John Prentiee/ 
Pastor of ye First Church 

Of Christ In Lancaster, 
Died Jan. 6thfA. D. 1747-8. 

lEtat. 66. In His Doctrine 

In His Public~Char cte; £ 

A True Gospel Bishop. 
In His Pri-\?ate Capacit:r, 
.A Gent'Q, & An Exemplary 
Christian: His Memory is Precioue, 
& His Praise In ~ Churches. He was Learned, Jt$cious, 

-- Plain, Seasonfbley.g,ft.Q. Unreprohble. 68. Here Lyes the 
In His Con~ersation, Steady, 
Sober, Temperate, Peaceable, 
Watchful, Instructi~e, 
Prudent and Blameless.{ 

Body of Mrs. Mary 
Prentice, Wife 9'f t-o s-

ye Rev'd Mr. John 
Prentice,\Vho 

J' e.e. 101 ii- Iffl;;1. ~arch ye In His House! Ruling With All 
Gra~ity f .A Tender Husband, 
.A Good Father, A Kind Mastjr, 

9~, 171~.-:y,r, in ye 3~th 7 - - -
Year of Her Age( 

69. 

{ 1.) 

In 
Memory of 

Mrs. Mercy, ye wife of Dr. Stanton Prentice, 
whaleceased on ye 26~ Octob{r, AD. ~ 10 

1756, in the 4oth year of her .Age. 

t-J 
In the Character 

of a Wife, she was kind and faithful; . ' 5 
of a Parent, tender,~ovident, ~d ~ns5 tenc<ou 

.1\ eij:MBi~. 
humble .J;a self-denying. 
p In Her 

The ~oor have lost a Benefactress, 
The Sick a skillful Assistant, 
and her acquaintance a much 1--e;s1·e ff~ J fr.c ·e. Tt J-.. 

;regretted frieftd. 
Her husband, he praiseth her1~ 

and her Children 
Rise up, and call her Blessed. 

70-76. There are seve~little graves to the right of Dr. 
Stanton Prentice and his\ wife, where their young children 

('.. 

were buried side by side, each in his narrow bed. The graves 
of the parents and children are on the border of e square, 
reaching into the square on the east, or 32. One can scarce-. 
ly read the inscr.lptions now, after all the parties have been 
lost to earth more than a hundred years, without tears. The 
inscriptions follow. 

l \) 







10. 

-

71. 

72. 

73. 

74. 

79. 

THE PRENTICE CHILDREN. 

Here lies Buried of Dr. Stanton 
ye Body of Prentice, and Mrs. 

Thomas ;Prentice, ~ Mercy, his wife, 
Son of Doct'r who died Oct.1.· 

Stanton & Mrs. 6th, 1756, aged 2 ~· Y 
Mfrcy ;Prentice, p 

Who Dec'd May 2d 75. Here lies the 

\ A D. 1752, Aged l Body of Mercy 
"-._ Gyed"t-5 ]!VIoj Prentice, Daugh-

ter of Dr. Stanton 
HERE LIES BURIED 

Prentice, and Mrs. 
YE BODY OF Rebecca his wife 

THOMAS PRENTilES 
who died Janu~ SON OF DOC'}:( -t !:-

12th, 1759, aged 3 ' . 
STANTON & MRS. -

MERCY P R.lf NT rU:: 76. Here Lies the Body 
WHO DEC'D AUGUST of Peter Prentice, 

YE 17TH, 1745, son of Dr. Stanton 
AGED 3 YEARS, Prentice, and Mrs. 

10M AND 19~ - Rebecca his wife, 

HERE LIES BURIED 6 
who ~d uly, 
17J'6,,.. t years 

YE BODY OF MARY and 6 months. 
PRENTICE, DAFT'R 

29. No grave. OF DOCT'R STANTON 
& MRS. MERCY 
PRENTIC~ WHO 30. 77. 
DEC'D MA. Y -9B uct In Memory of 

A. D., 1749, Susanah Carter, 
AGEp 1 YEAR dau' .. of Do7 . James 

& 3M~ & Mrs. Susanah Carter, 
Here lies the Who died July 28th 

Body of Daniel 1795,Aged 2 years 
Prentice, son of & 17 days. 

Dr. Stanton Pren-
78. In Memory of Mr. tice and Mrs. Mercy, 

Thomas Sawyer, his wife, who 
who died March died, Sept. 21st, 1756. 

ye 1st, AD:. 1760. ~ t.c .... s- ~c ... 7-.S 

Here Lies the Aged 22 years, 9 
Body of Mercy J.!onths, and 27 

Prentice, Daughter .Jays. 

HERE LIETH THE BODY OF 
EUNICE SAWYER, THE WIFE / OF 

BEZALEEL SAWYER, WHd 

-._ 

647 
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80. 

81. 

82. 

HISTORY OF LANCASTER. 

DECEASED THE;-{: DAY OF 

1 
MARCH, 1712113, AGED ABO 

'\VT 26 YEARS~ ALSO THE BO
DY OF HER DEAD BORN 

INFANT. 

In Memory ·of Mr. 
Bezaleel Sawyer, 
who died August 

ye 25th, AD. 1760, 
Aged 75 years, 
3 Months and 

/2 Days. 

No inscription. 

No inscription. 

84. In Memory 
of Elisha, 

Son of Capt. 
John and Mrs. Abi

gail Carter, 
tA) .;w'"ho was 
' jtiltborn. 

31. 85. 

-Nt. inscription. 
/ . 

83. Here Lies 

86. HERE LIES BURIED 
YE BODY OF 

ABIG~L CARTER, 
.DAUGH'if OF LIEUT. 

Buried ye Body 
of John Cart¢r, CClRT.lt) 
ye Son of :rvfr. 
John and Mrs. 
Abigail Carter, 

Who ~ec'd, October 
Ye 18th, 1739l Age'( 

1 Year, 9 M~o.J 11J. 

I 
JOHN & MRS. 

ABIGAlla,. CARTER, b~ 
WHO DEC'f> DECEMWR 

YE 25TH, A. D. 1746, 
IN YE 7TH YEAR 

OF HER AGE. 

87. Here lies interred the 
Body of Col: ~ 
~' who deceased 

May ye 8th,A:>om: 1766, 
lEtatls 53. . 

.:&very Man at his best 1Statej is altogether 
Vanity. I Cease ye 1 from Man whose Breath I is in his 
Nostrils; and 1 trust 1 in ye ~: Ljyill,g G~. 

34. 89. 
32. No grave in this square. Caleb Townsend. 

33. 88. 
L 

Bod 
Abo 

[Broke:p. head-stone. The foot-stone has 
110 inscription.] 

35. 90. 
HERE LIES BURIED 
YE BODY OF YE 

WIDOW RUTH 
CARTER, RELIKS 

OF CAPT. THOMAS 

(~J 
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( 1/ 

CARTER, WHO DEC'D 
DECEMBEH YE 25TH, 

ANNO DO. 17J9, j 
AGED 55 YEARS, 

7 M. &) 6 D. 

91. HERE LIES BURIED 
THE BODY OF 

CAPTAIN THOMAS 
CARTER. 

AS YOU ARE, 
SO WERE WE; 
AS WE ARE, 

> SO YOU WILL BE. 

36. 92. 
John Carter. 

~-:t 
[A small stone, probably for a young 
child.] 

93. HERE LIES BURIED 
YE BODY OF 

MR. SAMUEL _9ARTER, 
WHO DECj"}SED 
AUGUST YE 22D, 
ANNO DOM. 1738, 

cy. IN YE 61ST YEAR 
OF HIS AGE. 

94. Erected 
In Memory of 

Mrs. Elizabeth Temple, 
Relict of Mr. Isaac Temple, 

Who died Aug. 27th 
1796, in the 78th 

Year of her Age. 

95. Here lies interred the 
Body of Mr. 

..., Josiah Ballard, ~, Juh1' 

ctl!o. Who Q.seld- Sept. ye 17th, 
A. D. 1771, in the 22d 

year of his Age. 
A f.!. 

No }ge exempted from the~rave; 
No,$ex in Nature freed· 
Her mouth wide open, ~aping$"tands 
For to eceive the Dead. 

Note.-At the head of Josiah Ballard's 
grave is an old broken stone, with the 
words:- Here I Lie I The Bod 1 of John. ,1 j 

96. 

Broken stone-no inscription. 

97. Here lies interred ye 
Body of Mr. 

:fu?ger Nichols, 
who died June 

ye 3d AD. 1765, 
in the Year of 

his Age. 

[On the foot-stone are the words and 
figures:] 

37. 98. 

Mr. Roger 
Nichols, 

1765. 

In Memory of 
John, Son of Mr. 
John & Mrs. Anna 
Ballard, who died 
Nov!-' 7th, 1789~ in 

the 6t~ear of 
his age. 

99. In ~mory of two 
Sons of Mr. Thomas 

and Mrs. Abigail Ballard. 
John died John died 
March 3d August 20th 

1792, aged 1794, aged 
4 months. 19 months. 
.,.,_,v~ -.J.2.o~. 

100. In Memory of 
Thomas1 Son of Mr. 

Thomas Kendall;' 
& Abigail his wife, 

Died Oct?' 25th 
1756, 

ye in~1st year 
of his Age. 

(lr-) • 
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38. 101. 

40. 102. 

HISTORY OF LANCASTER 

July ye 5th_,..t1165./ 

Rebekah, Dau'r Aged 1 year, 5 

of Mr. Philimon ~onths and 5 !Jays. 

& Mrs. Rebekah 39. 
Houg·hton, died No stone in this square. 

In Memory of two Children 
of Capt. Daniel and Mrs. Eunice Goss. 

Jonas Goss 
died Mayye 

27th, Anno Do. 
1774; Aged 

3 Days. 

Anna Goss 
died January 

ye 17t~,0 i 779. 
Aged 3 Years. 
8 Months, & 

19 Days. 

103. In Memory of Capt. 
:&I!hraim Wilder, 

104. In Memory of Mrs. 
Elizabeth, ye 1fe of 

Capt. Ephraim Wilder, 
who died May ye 2~ 
1769, in ye 89th year 

of her Age . 

Who died December ye "' 
13th, AD: 1769, in ye 94t!J · 

Year of his Age. 

.J I 
0 Death, Thou'st conquer

1
ed me; 

I by thy Dart am$lain; The stroke of Death hath laid my Head, 
Down in tbis dark and silent Bed. But Gl!ti§.t h~ conque1jd thee, 

And I shall rise again. The Trump shall oun~I ho e to rise, 
And meet my ~·in th kies. 

105. 

106. 

In Memory of Capt. 
~hraim Wilder, T~': 

who died March ye 7tJ!, 
AD. 1770, in the 63dJ 

ear of his Age; 

Eve:y an at bis best tat~ is altogether 
amty. I Cease ye from Man jtwhose Breath 1 is in 

his Nostrils; and trust 1 in the Ever-living~· 

Here lies interred 
ye Body of Mrs . 

• ~ Wil ~. 
Consort of Capt. 
Ephraim Wilder, 

who died,pc~ ye tth tr.. 
AD: 17f8, in the 67th, Uii'i 

ear of her Age. 
Q 

Tbe sweet remembrp1ce of the Just{" 
Shall flourish when they sleep in Dust. 
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GATES.- THURSTON.- HOUGHTON. 

101. Here lies interred 
ye Body of Mrs. 

Anna Ga.tes, 
(_Wife of Capt. Hezekiah 

Gate~who died April 
ye 23d, Anno .. Do. 1779; 

Aged 70 years. 
L.~a 

YeJ.ged, awake improve your short Hved day, 
Improve you;r'ime andTalents whil~o"Q. may. 

41. 108. 
In Memory of Mr. 
Joseph House, who 

Died July ye /th, q 
1756, in ye 61st, 
Year of his Age. 

109. In Memory of t_ 

Nancy/ (Dau'e.t 
of Mr. Peter 

Elizabet~ Daughter 
of Mr. Joseph House, 

& Lydia his wif_r 
Who Died i!!f Octobe~ 1739, in 

Ye 14th.~year of 

& Mrs. Dorothy 
Thurston_# who 

died Sept. ye 25th, 
1778, in the 
5tifear of 
her Age. 

110. 

111. 

her Age. 

Here lies interred 
Ye Body of Capt. 
Hezekiah ates, 

Who dei>-arted this Life 
June ye 27th,Anno-Dom. 

1777, in -the 73d, J 

Y ear of his Age . 
.,~ (r 

My esh shall slumber in -the ,iround, 
Till the last Trumpet's joyful Sound. 

In Memory of Mrs. 
Reb~kat{,~fe of Mr. 
Phii,imon Houghton, 

Who died Febr'y ye 15th, 
AD: 1766, 1Etatis 26. 

1 
Now sleeps, God rest he:tSou~ A vertuous wife 
Her &lpsless Husband' ~nly Pride in Life, 
Triumphant mount wheri.1lappy ~(711, 
And open Paradise to he }'immortal Soul. 

661 
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112. Broken stone. 
D 

42.113. ~~ 
In 

Memory of 
Mrs. Martha Page,.

wife of 
Mr. Levi Page_,....

who departed this Life, 
April ye 16th, 1785. 

In the 28 year of 
her Age. 

115. In Memory of Mr. Edmond 
Harris~ who Died Dec. b41-

Ye lOth, 1726, in ye 53 year 
of his Age. 

Mrs. Elizabeth, his wife 
Died Janv\ry ye 31, 1755, 

& in ye 73 year 
of her Age. 

116. Amos Harris, 
April, 4 Day, 

1713. 

44. 117 
Here lies interred ye 
Body of ye Hon'ble 

ELISHA MARSH, Esq.~ 
(of Walpole in the 

State of New 
Hampshire,) who 

43. 114. 

In Memory of 
David Atherton, 

Son of Mr . .Amos 
& Mrs. Elizabeth 

Atherton, who 
died July ye j4th, 

1769, in ye 14th Year 
of his Age. 

When this you ~e~ 
Remember me. 

L \11) died July ye 25th 
Anno Domini, 1784, 

lEtatis 71. 

45. 118. 

Here Lies Buried 
The Body of the 
Honourable Coli. 

SAMUEL WILLARD, 
Esq., Who Departed 

This Life, Novembfr 20th 
Anno JJomini, 1752, 

rn re63 year 
of His Age. 

[On the foot-stone are these words:] 

Honourable 
Coll. Samuel 
Willard, Esq., 

Anno Domi 
1752. 

The Hon. Samuel Willard, grandson of Major Simon Wil
lard, was a man of distinction. Besides being prominent in 
business, and in all town affairs, he was a military officer of 
more than common abilities. He commanded a regiment at 
the capture of Louisburg, his son Abijah serving as captain~-f
under him. The rolls of the captain's company, containing 
many Lancaster names, and of the whole regiment are lost. 
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WHEELOCK.-· FAIRBANK. 

& Abigail his wife; 
Died N ov'r 27th, 1785; 

In her 16th year. 

653 

Wilder, Son of 
Mr. Thomas & 

Mrs. Abigail 
C:A.~ ~. died July 

ye 20th, 1766, 
Aged 1 Month & 

2 Days. 

Death with his warrant in his hand, 
Comes rushing..9f amain; 
We must obey .tll~ Summons y 'J'tl 
& so return to dust again. 

120. 
A broken stone. 

121. John, Son of Capt. 
Thomas Gates; & 
Abigail his wife; 
Died N ov'r 24th 

1785; In his 7th~ear. 
So fades the :flower. 

Their t~ son. 
3 onely 

122. Anna, Daugh'r of 
Capt. Thomas Gates 

123. Thomas, Son of 
Capt. John Thurston, 

& Beca his wife, 
Died Dec'r 14th, 1785·, 

Aged 2,iear8J 5 
Months & 8 Days. 

124. in memory of 
Miss :¥ucy Gates. 

Daur;capt. Thomas> 
& Mrs. Abigail Gates, 

who died July 19th, 
1797, in the 33d 

_)/ear of her age. 

47. 125. In Memory of 
Mr. Elijah Wheelock, 

Who:nied July the 27th, 
AtD/1775; 

in the 35th year 
of his ~ge. 

I. . K 
For Jllough his~o~RowSoars '1Mtl1'\Mngs on high, 
Yet here his Body Must fOrgotten lie; 
An~Yr-e ~ommanded, \+hue he here lloseSleep, 
Thel ilent Watches of.-1;h~ to l(eep. 

,tO.c'Jt JCc, "'"l" 

126. Here lies interred 
S Ye Body of Mrs. 

ELil.ABETH FAIRBANK, 
Ye Wife of Deac'n 

CYRUS FAIRBANK, 
who departed this 

Life, Oct. ye 1st, Anno 
1778: in ye 39th 

___ > ,Year of her Age. 

127. Here lies interred 
the Body of Mrs. 

LUCY FAIRBANK 
ye wife of Deac'n 

Cyrus Fairbal1jf1 
who died Sept. ye 16th, 

1776, Aged 36 
Years & 8 Days. 

Likewise Ephraim, Son of the 

' Deceasfd, stillborn, Sept. ye 1st,1776. 

The5mall and~eat are here. 

128. Erected 
in memory of Dea'n 

CYRUS FAIRBANK, 
who departed this life 
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Feb'y 28th, 1801, 
Aged 63 years. 

50. 130. 

The sweet remembrance of the just, 
Shall flourish when they sleep in dust. 

Mr. Jonas Fairbank 
Died N ov'r the 4th, 

1792, 
In his 89th Year. 

48. 129. 
The Memory of the Just 1 is blessed. 

131. In Memory of Mr. 
Illegible stone. 

49· 
No grave. 

ISAAC RUGG, who 
Died October ye 14th, 

/Dom. 1758, in ye 38th 
Year of his Age. 

Thou hast by Death cut short his days, 
But him, Immortal, Thou shalt raise. 

51. 132. 
In Memory of 

THANKFUL FAIRBANK, 
Wife of 

Jon as Fairbank, 
who died 

/3 May 1/f, 1795, 
aged 81 years. 

(_I- 4.-tl 
She looket>k well to the ways of her household, QHofil, 

._'K.a. eateth not the bread of idleness. '' 

133. In Mem~ry of 
Lucy, Dau)rof Mr. 
CyrusJ& Mrs. Lucy 
Fairbank, who died 
March ye 1st, 1764, 
in ye 3d Jbnth of 

her Age. 

134. Anna, Daught. of 
Mr. Cyrus & Mrs. 
LUC)~ Fairbank, 

died July ye 17th, 
1769,.,4ged 3 Mon. 

& 8 Days. 

136. In Memory of 
Anna, (Dau~ of 

Mr .. Cyrus & 
Mrs. Lucy 

Fairbank,) died 
March ye 31st, 

1773, aged 2 
Years, 7 Months 

& ~0 Days. 

137. In Memory of Lieut. 
If JABEZ FAIRBANK, who 

died in March 1758, 
.A.ged about 84 years. 

Mrs. MARY, his first Wife died 

(f) 

135. X in March, 1718, Aged 42 years. {2.) 
Mrs. Elizabeth, his second 

E. F. on a~ stone. Wife, died May ye 11th, 1755, 
Aged 80 Years, 7 Months. 

Lieut. Fairban . was born two years before the massacre ( !' 
and burning of the town, in king Philip~s war, 1676, and 
his first wife was born in the year of the c~lamity. The 
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Lieutenant was a very efficient soldier and officer in the Ind
ian wars. It was he who, in 1697, rescued his child, and 
bore him on a fleet horse to his home, in one of the fre
quent Indian raids. 

138. 

139. 

14:0. 

141. 

142. 

53. 145. 

HERE LIES THE BODY -B-F 
MARY FAIRBANK <. 

HERE LIES 52. 143. 
THE BODY 

!-llegihl.a stone, lying on the ground. 
OF GRA~Se 

'h..t.'-'4- 1 t ll£,-nL. 
FAIRBA 

NK. 144. 

Illegible stone, lying on the ground. 

Stone legible. 
136~. Sally, Daugh'r of Deac. 

Cyrus and Mrs. Lucy Fair-
Stone illegible. bank, died June 9th, 1790, 

In her 18th year. 

Broken stone. When this you see, remember me. 

ERECTED 
to the Memory of 

WILLIAM DUNSMOOR, ESQ~· 
who departed this Life 

May ye 20th, 1784, 
in the 51st year 

of his _,K.ge. a._ 

Life how shor~, ~~ity how l~fQ!i· 
How lov'd, how valu'<\once;av.a.H& thee not, 
To whom relateo/ or by whom begot; 
A heap of dust alone remains of thee, 
Tis all thou art, ~all that die shall be . 

.-1\fr. Dunsmoor was an ardent patriot, and became very 
active and prominent in the early years of the Revolution. 4 _ 

He was a member, and often chairman of the committees 
which were raised to carry on the cause of American inde
pendence. 
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John Dunsmoor, Son of 
William Dunsmoo1s Esq~ 
& Mrs. Hannah,this wife; 

who died Oct. 29th, 
1756; Aged 1 Year 

& 8 Months. 

1789; in the 69th 
Year of his 

Age. 

148. In Memory of 

Happy the babe, who prfv~egfd by fate, 
To shorter lab~r, and a lighter weight, 
Recl~~'d but~esterdn.y the Gift of breath, 
OrdaHlZd to-morrow to return to death. 

Mrs. Deborah, Daught. 
of Mr. Dariu~ and Mrs. 

Deborah Sawyer, 
Who died Dec'ber ye 
16th, .AD: 1765, Aged 

21 Years, 9 Months 
& 26 Days. 147. In Memory of 

Mr. Darius Sawyer, 
who died Aug't 13th, Remember Death. 

54. 149. 

~e~ 
\.~ 

of a Father&: 
0~~ 8 

Doct. JOHN 
DUNSMOOR, 
Departed this 

Life, Dec'br ye 7th, 
1747, in ye 45th 

Year of his 
Age. 

(/} 

Eunice died 
Sep. ye 9th, 1745, 

in ye 3d'}ear 
of her 

Olive died 
Sep. ye 19th, 1745, 

in ye 8th \lear 
of her 

John died 
Sep. ye 26~1745, 

in ye 5th ':fear 
of his 

Age. Age. Age. 

150. In Memory of 151~. 

Sylvester, Son died Sept. ye 21st ' (')_} 

of Mr. Joe~ & 1778. 

Mrs. Prudence 152. 
Phelps, who HERE LIES BURIED 

died April ye 7th, THE BODY OF MRS. 
1765, Aged SARAH AT.JLEN, 

2 Years and 1 Mon. WIFE 0 .1!"' MR. 

151. In memory of EBENEZER ALLEN, 

EBENEZER ALLEN, DIED JUNE 15TH, 1755, 

who died Jnly 9th, IN YE 71ST YEAR 

17/c 17!0, JE .• 94. OF HER AGE. 

y~tCt" S 
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55. I5j.lf-
In Memory of 

.:Zh- ;rv.rZ Phinehas Phelps, 
who .lleparted this 
Life, Augt ye 12th, 

1 7 7 0; 
in the 37tl~ear 

"" of his age. 

l-54:;--J No iRseri~. 

155. Stone illegible. 

156. PHILIP 

157. 

GOSS, 
DECJfASED 

JONATHAN FAIR
BANKS AND HIS 

DAUGHTER GRACE 
FAIRBANKS. 

[On the foot-stone are the following 
words and figures:] 

158. 

WHO DECEA
SED, SEPTEM
BER THE 11, 

1697. 

JONAS 
FAIRBANKS. 

[On the foot-stone we read as follows:] 

WHO DECEA-
SED, SEPTEM-

BER TilE 1/TH JJ 
1697. 

56. 159. 1/P,Nf/ r/ 
~ 

F AIH.BANKS. 

57. 160. 

In Memory 
_/Amos Sawyer, 

died 

Remember Death. 

161. Illegible stone. 

162. In Memory of Mrs. 
ABIGAIL SAWYER, 

ye wife of Mr. 
4J»os Sawyer, 

who .Died N ovT 
ye 20th, 1753, Aged 

65 Years, 7 Months, 
& 13 Days. 

58. 163. 

In memory of 
THOMAS ALLEN, Son of 

Mr. Amos & Mrs. Hebecca 
Allen, .. ~lo died Jan'y 
the 23jl, 1793, aged 5 -

)'rears, 7 months,~ 16 
days. 

Who was his Father's Son, tender I and 
well-beloved in the eyes 1 of his Mother. 

164. Here Lies Buried 
the Body of Mr. 
John Prescott, 

who }lied 
Oct. ye 11th, 1749, 

in ye 77thyear 
of his 
Age . 

("t./ 

(Lt.) 

According to this, Mr. Prescott was born in 1672, or four [..tfvtr.:L"-.to-zJ 
years before the massacre. The horrid sights and sounds of 
that awful day must have made a lasting impression on his 
mind. As the first John Prescott came here with a family 
in 1643, ~this John was his grandson. There are 
.illegible stones lying en the ground near this grave, which 

42 

(b) 
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may have marked the resting-place of the first and second 
John Prescott. A plain but permanent monument would 
fitly indicate to future generations the grave of the first per
manent settler of Lancaster. 

l 65. Here Lies Buried 
':fe 'f\fte Body of Mrs. 

Dorothy Prescott, 
ye wife of Mr. 
John Prescott, 

who llied Sep. 
ye 28th, 1749, in 
ye 73d ';fear of 

her Age. 

Mrs. Prescott was born in the year of the massacre, and 
her troubled childhood must have been famHiar with thrilling 
narratives of terrible tragedies and hair-breadth escapes. 

166. ERECTED 
In Memory of 

Mr. John Prescott, 
who departed this life, 

Aprillstj 1791: 
In the 79th•. year 

of his age. 

Death like an overflowing flood, 
Doth sweep us all away; a..ge.d.. 
The young, the old, the middle .gG, 

To death becomes a prey. 

167. ERECTED 
In Memory of 

Mrs. Mary Prescott, 
Consort of 

Mr. John Prescott, 
who departed this life 
Oct~ ye 20th, 1788, 
Tn the 66th year 

of her age. 

Forbear my friends to weep, 

Since death to me is gain: 

Those Christians who in Jesus sleep 

Shall with the Lord remain. 

59. 168. 
EXPERIE 

NCE 

PRES CO 
TT 

DASES 
ED 

THIS 
LIFE 
H-9-&: 

169. No inscription. 

( ! ) 

170. · Abijah Willard, 'iff.·, ! Lut .'. 
Son of Capt. Abijah, 

& Mrs. Eli~abeth 
Willard, died 

December ye 12th, 
1749., .Aged 10 

Months. 

171. Here lies interred ye Body 
of Mrs. EL&.lBETH, 
·- ye Wife of Capt. 
ABIJAH WILLARD, 

who died December 
ye 6th, ADom. 1751, 

in ye 2Dt~ear of 
her Age. 

172. In Memory of Mrs. 
CATHERINE WILLARD, 

Relict of 

.tL 
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173. 

WILLARD. 

Levi Willard, Esq~; 
who died Jan'fy lOth, 1791, 

Aged 56. 

Illum'd by piety and grace divine, 
Through various woes we saw her sweetly shine; 
In every scene Omnipotence she viewjd, 
And calm, an~teady, virtuous ways pursufd. 
For thee, bles.J shade, th~hildren oft shall weep, 
Till life is hush'd in death's eternal sleep. 

In Memory of 
LEVI WILLARD, Esq:J 
\6/ho died July ye 11th, 

AD. 1775, 
Aged 48. 

n. ..... ..,.... ........ e f.,~t.l-1.,.-Ts
Virtue and worth1 with~ joined 
Enlargj{d, improvj(cl, and dign~u his mind. 

659 

This gentleman was one of the three sons of Col. Samuel x 
Willard, who resided in Lancaster, and gave so much of en
terprise and worth to society. He was a merchant, and in 
partnership with Capt. Samuel Ward, carried on a large busi
ness, making this place a center of trade. After his lament-
ed death, the business was continued by his partner. Mr. 
WHlard's house was JJ.Q&r t:bQ ~'~H:lsi€r8: ~. ~ s •. t.~~ ~ L 
~ ~. "tf~~ (7/;U_. WtVt-cL ~u--

174:. In Memory of Mr. 
,John }Villar-d; 

who died May ye 
1st AD. 1775, 

Aged 17. 

Early this Youth the paths of\/irtue trod, 
And leftwithjoy, thisworld,tojoin his God. 

175. In Memory of 
KATHARINE, Da.u;£6t. 

of Ca~;: Levi .. & 
Mrs. &atharine 
Willard, who 

died Dec~ye 3d, 
A~759,Aged 

5 Months & 14: Days. 

176. Theodoralt, Daught. 
of Capt. Abijah & 

Mrs. Anna Willard, 

died Oct. ye 14th, 
1756, Aged 9 

Months. 

177. Elisabeth, Daught. 
of Capt. Abijah & 

Mrs. Anna Willard, 
died Oct'r ye 6th, 

1756, in ye 3d 
Year of her 

.Age. 
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What precious _associations and 1p-emories were lacerated 
when Col. Abijah Willard left his home, never to return, 
April 17, 177 5; but he doubtless, expected to come back, 
and lie down by the side of the remains of his beloved chil-

dren. 

60. 178. 

DES AS
ED DEC

EMBER 11, 
1 7 0 4. 

[There is nothing to tell who died on the 
11th of December, 1704. Perhaps thisjs a 
foot-stone.) 

61. 179. 
THOMAS 
SAWYER 

J)\cD ~ SEP
TEMBER 12, 

1 7 0 6. 

[This was probably the first Thomas Saw
yer, who came to Lancaster not far from 
1650.] 

180. In Memory of Mrs. 
MARY SAvVYER, 

Wife of Lieut. 
Moses Sawyer, who 

died A.pril ye 12th, AD. 
177 4, in ye S3d year 

of her Age: 

181. Here lyes Buried 
ye Body of Mr. 

THOMAS SAWYER, 
Who died Septemb'r 
5th, 1736, in ye 89th 

Year of his Age. 

There can be little doubt that this Thom~s ~was the secend 
of the name, sen ~f one of the first settlers. As he was 
born in 164:7, he was brought hither in early childhood. In 
his old age he had the whole history of the town, from the 
beginning, in his memory. A single long life, comme~cing 
ten years before his death, or in 1726, would have connected 
him with persons now living in the town ; and yet all reliable 
tradition of a thousand thrilling experiences in early times, 
is forever lost to mortal records. 

182. 

HERE LIES BURIED 
YE BODY OF 

MR. JOSEPH SAWYER, 
WHO DEC'D 

JUIJY YE . lOTH, 1737, 
& IN YE 55TH YEAR 

OF HIS AGE. 

183. Here Lyes ye 
Body of 

Sarah Sawyer, 
\Vife to Joseph 
Sawyer, Aged 
37 years, Died 

March ye 7th, 1717. 
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184. Here Lyes the 
~ody of Mrs. Priscilla 

Beman, Wife to 
Mr. John Beman, 
Who dec'd Aug'st 

6th, 1729, in ye 73d 
Year of Her Age. 

185. 

HERE LIES . BURIED 
YE BODY OF MR. 

JOHN BEMAN, 
WHO DEPARTED 

THIS LIFE JANUARY 
YE 15, A. D. 1739-40. 
IN YE 90TH YEAR 

OF HIS AGE. 

This John was probably the son of Gamaliel Beman, who 
came to Lancaster in 1659, when John was nine years old. 
Like the second Thomas Sawyer, he was familiar with the . 
history of the town for nearly all of the first century. 

62. 186. 

July 
17 Day 

1700. 

187. SARAH 
P ·R ESC 0 T 

V'- HJ{R BL'AS
ED SOUL 

A Xsf_tNDED 
UPTO HEA

VEN, JULY 14 
1709. 

[On the foot-stone is the following in
scription:] 

188. 

189. 

AGED 
ABOUT 

6J 3 
YEARS. 

~stone. 

Here lieth the 
Body of Dorothy, 
The Dn.ughter of 
John Presco\ & 

Dorothy His Wit;(. 
Fe WKJ 

189 ... et:m. Here Lies 
7>c3-

Dorothy, The 
Wife of J onath

·an Prescott. 
Who Deceased 

63. 190. 
Here lies interred the 

Body of Mrs. 
DEBORAH WILDER, 
Consort of the Hon'ble 
Joseph Wilder, Esq., 

who departed this Life, 
on ye ~th of April, AD. 1773, 

in ye 65th Year of her Age. 

191. HERE LIES 
BURIED THE BODY 

OF MRS. HANNAH 
FLETCHER, THE 

WIFE OF MR. JOHN 
FLETCHER, WHO 

DIED APRIL 
THE lOT~ 1737. 

IN THE 5~ YEAR 
OF HER AGE. 

192. Here lies interred ye 
Body of Mrs. Rebeccn., 

ye Wife of Mr. 
James Locke, who 

( s:_l 
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t1. pied March ye 9th, AD. 197. In Memory of " 
1769, in ye 2sjhYear of Joanna Joslin, ye 

,, 
her Age. wife of Capt. 

t-. -

My flesh shall slumber in the~ound, 
Peter Joslin, 

Tillye last Trumpets joyful$ound · "' JV'ho)ied Sepf 

Then shall awake in Lweet surprife, ~ ye 24th, 17~7, f717 

And in my Saviour's mage rise. ,. in ye 44th year 
of her Age. 

193. In Memory of 
Peter and John, Twin 198. In Memory of 

Children of Col. Joseph Dorothy Joslin, 

and Mrs. Deborah Wilder. Daughter of Capt. 

Peter died J ~ ye 1st, Peter Joslin, & 

1762, lEtatis 19. Joanna, his wife, 

John died on ye Day I..J ffholdied April --
of his Birth. / 20, 1732, in ye 

Death levels all, ye Wickedj and ye Just, 
18th year ofher Age. . 

Man's but a Flower, and his ~dis Dust. 199. In Memory of Mrs 
Hannah Joslin, ye wife 

64. 194. of Capt. Peter Joslin, 
In Memory of Mrs. who died Aug::ye -

Martha Sawyer, 14th, 1739, in ye 

.(Wife of Mr. Paul Sawyer,) 71st Year of 
who died May lOth Her Age. 

1794, Aged 31 years. 

Behold and see, as you pass by, 
200. 

Broken stone. 
(I) 

As you are now so once was I; [Perhaps this stone marks the grave of 
As I am now so you must be; 
Prepare for de:tth, and follow me. 

Capt. Peter Joslin, or Joslyn, son of one of 
the :first settlers.] 

65. 195. 66. 201. 

In Memory of Mrs. Here Lies Buried 

Martha Joslin, ·wife Ye Body of 

of Mr. Nathaniel Joslin, Rebekah Rugg, 
( 

who died February Daught'-r of 

ye 13th, AD. 1768, in ye Mr. John & Mrs. 

37th Year of her Age. Lydia Rugg. 
Who dec~, July -

The stroke of Death hath laid my Head, ye 6th, 1747, 
Down in this dark and silept B~; Aged 2 Years 
The Tr~mp shall~ound, I hope to rise, 
And me't my SAVIOUR in the sk'ihs. CJ M 'of 2.1 n..,. -

d 
196. 

67. 202. 

Broken stone. 
To the Memory of 
Mrs. Ann Austin, 

wife of Mr. 
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204:. 

205. 

Peter Thacher Vose, 
and 

daughter of the late 
Ron. John Sprague, 
died Sept. 10, 1834:; 

lEt. 58. . 

"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven." 

203. 

A mound, but no stone in 1878. 

MRS. KATHARINE SPRAGUE, 
the ami'ttble Consort of ye 

Hon'ble John Sprague1 Esq., 
And a daughter OfThe late 
RICHARD FOSTER, Esq., 

Died May 5th, AD. 1787, 
,in the 49th year of her age ; 

And is here interred. 

Blessed are the pure in Heart, for they shall ~ee God. 

The Remains 
of the 

who deceased Sept. 28, A. D. 1800, 
.lEtatis 61, 

Hon'ble John Sprague, Esq., 
Chief Justice of the Court 
of Common Pleas, for the 

County of Worcester, 

are here deposited. 

Blessed are the peace-makers, for they 
shall be called the children of God. 

206. In Memory of 
SAMUEL JOHN SPRAGUE, A. M., 
o-fttorney ate,:a·w, ?nly son of the 

late honourable JOHN SPRAGUE, and 
KATHERINE his wife, 

who died Sept. 10, 
A. D. 1805, in the 

26 year of his 
~e. 

".A. safe companion, and an easy friend, 
'S"ns~a.ia!tl through life, lamented iu thy end." 

Mr. Sprague had just completed his legal studies prepar
atory to entering on the practice of his profession as a law
yer. He had moved his library into his office, which stood 
between the houses of Humphrey Barrett and Solon Wilder. 
Being fatigued with the labor of moving, near the close of 
the day, he mounted his horse for recreation. While near X... 
the George Hill school-house, his horse stumbled and threw 
him violently to the ground. The shock proved mortal and 
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he soon died. The high hopes of his family and many friends 
were buried in his grave, 

On the easterly verge of the 68th square, near the fence, 
is a grave with the following inscription. 

68. 207. 
In Memory of 

Amos, Son of Mr. 

vVho died N ov'r 
1st, 1792, Aged 
3 Years, 2 Mon. 

Amos and Mrs. Prud
ence Sawyer, 

& 5 Days. 

THE OLD COMMON BURYING GROUND. 

The yard on the Old Common became a public burying 
ground about the year 17 00, although there is reason for be
lieving that some interments were made there before that 
time. Four or five years later the third meeting-house of 
the town was placed on the opposite side of the road, and 
the Old Common became the center of the town. 

The oldest inscription in this yard has also the earliest date 
of any in the town ; but the stone is of comparatively recent 
setting. The following is the inscription. 

SACRED 
to the Memory of 

THOMAS WILDER, 
from Lancaster in England, 

who first settled at Hingham, 
in 1641, and came to this Town, 

July 1, 1659, and died Oct. 23, 
1667, leaving three sons, viz., 

THOIIIAS, JoHN and NATHANIEL, 
from w~m are derived all 
of the ,Name of Wilder in 

this Town and vicinity. 

The stone is of handsome slate and as said above, is mod
ern. There is no proof that the first Thomas Wilder was 
buried in this place, aside from the stone itself. And that 
does not say ((here lies buried," but ((sacred to the memory." 
Thomas Wilder lived on the WluH~Ler plaeQ5 [R"w Stratton,] 

T~ 
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a,t the foot of George hil'l. Perhaps he moved to the Old 
Common, because two of his sons afterwards lived there; 
but it is uncertain. As the lot was not used for a burying 0:.... ... 
yard for more than thirty years after the death of Mr. Wil- -"f" 
der, it is not probable that he was buried here, yet it might 
have been a private family yard. It is probable however, 
that Mr. Wilder was buried in the first burying yard, and 
that the stone was set up where it now stands, near the burial 
place of his son Thomas, and other near descendants. Per-
haps his remains were brought hither from the old yard. 

The earliest date on an ancient, moss-covered stone, in 
this yard, commemorates the eldest son of the first Thomas 
Wilder. It is as follows. 

Here Lyes Buried . 
ye Body of Capt. 

HoJ:eJosEPH WILDER, fs( 

who died May ye 13th A. D. 

1763, 1Etatis 84. 
Hark! from the TombS a doleful§ound, 
MYEa~attend the Cry, ~ 

THOMAS WILDER 
dec.'!- who .a-tOO- August E) 7th, 

1716, about ye 70fh 
Year of His Age. Ye living Men, come view th~round 

--------------1 Where you must shortly lie. 

bl~ In Memory of . 
the HON" JOSEPH WILDER, Esq~, 
whodec'd March 29th, ADorn~ 1757, 

lEta tis 7 4. " 

He was enrichfd with strong Powers, 
and good..;{ccomplishments, which were 
exerted in his numerous public 
& private connections. He was 
pleasant inGmversation, in Life 
exemplary,~ a steady Friend 
to his Country, to ye Good, to 
the Poor, to Virtue and to GOD. 

In Memory of Mrs. 
Lucy WILDER, Relict of ye 

ERECTED 

ERECTED 
In Memory of 

CoL. CALEB WILDER, 
who died 

June 19, 1776. 
lEt. 59. 

Also of his wife 
Mrs. ABIGAIL WILDER, 

who died 
Oct 1, 1804, 

lEt. 92 
And of their da.ughter, 

ABIGAIL SMITH 

In Memory of 
Mr. LEVI WILDER, 

who departed this life 
January 5, 1793, 

1 
aged ~2 years. 'J.. 

How lov/d, how valuyd once, avail~ thee not, 
To whofu related, or by whom begot, • 
A heap of dust alone remains of thee, wJt 
'Tis all thou art, and all we soon shall be. 

(J) 
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Here Lies ye Body In Memory of Lieut. 
of Mrs. Prud¢nce T..lli:l.mM Hooker, -
Wilde~wife of Who died September 

(/) 
Mr. Josiah Wilder, Aged ye 18th, 1768, in ye 

33 Years, 1M., with 4 79th year of his Age. 
of Their Children, ~ --

All Between 12 and 2 When Death unto you calls, -
Years of .Age, viz., 

/Your Soul'R.ejoined must -
To God whG judgeth all, t(,.:t -

Rufus, Martha, _E.,-r, .. ~ wicked an~ the just. -
Josiah and Sarah. HERE LIES BURIED 

c·e~ All Bttmed- by Fire, YE BODY OF MR. 
January ye 23d, 1739. JEREMIAH WILSON, 

]) 

[This family lived, Jilre"Babl;;<~n ~"tat part WHO DEPARTED 
of Lancaster which is now in ~oylston.) THIS LIFE ,.. 

MARCK22 <t 
fC ' 

-
Sacred A. D. 1743, 

to the memory of IN YE 77TH YEAR 

MRS. S.IIR.IJ.H WILDER, OF HIS AGE. 

who was transferred TIMOTHY WHITING 
from time to eternity 

on the 31 day of Aug't 
Obt. 

1819 
June 12, 1826, 

.llged 66 years. 
1E 6 7 . 

--
Hope wipes the tear from sorrow's eye, ABIGAIL, 

While faith points upward to the sky. "\Vife of 
Timo. Whiting, 

Here lies Buried ye Obt. Oct. 1, 1798, /3} 
Body of Mr. JE 39 . . 

Titus Wilder, son --
of Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Resurgamus. 

Susanna Wilder, 
LYDIA, 

who dec'd May ye 1st 
A. D. 1749, 

Wife of 

Age 25 Years, 
Timo. Whiting, 

and 4 mo. 
Obt. Jan. 15, 1851, 

1E 75. 

I i-, 

Sacred 
To the Memory of 

HERE LIES BURIED 

J~h W~, Esq.1' 
YE BODY OF 

who deceased on ye COL. JAMES WILDER, 

20th of December, AD. ESQ., WHO DEPARTED 

~ 178~, in ye 45th year THIS LIFE MAY 

of his Age. YE 13TH, A. D. 1739, 

-- c;:yJN ~YE -
Ev'ery man at his best state 59TH YEARS 
is altogether vanity. OF HIS AGE. 
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In Memory of Mrs. 
ABIGAIL WILDER Relict of 

CoL • .J.Aims WILDER, Esq., 
Who deceasfd on ye 18th 

Day of Sept., ADorn. 1761, 
1Etatis 80. 

Oh Death, thou'st conquerpd.i?e', 
I by thy Dart amllain, 
But Chrt§.t has conquerd thee, 
And I shall ~e again. 

Capt. 
JAMES CARTER 

who died 
July 15, 1800, 

Aged 79. 

HERE LIES 
THE BODY OF RE-
BEKAH WARNER, ""'-

THE DAUGHTER OF L-...M.AJ;....__._., 

JOHN W AR~ER, AND 
SARAH HIS WIFE 

. WHO DECE-
ASED MARCH 

THE 30 DAY, 1718. 
/t-GEO ,to yeo.YS 

Here Lies Buried 
The Body of 

Mr. Elias Sawyer, 
Who Died N ovembj'r 

ye 20, A. D. 1752, 
In ye 63 

Year of His Age. 

This was probably the Elias Sawyer who was carried cap
tive with his father, Thomas Sawyer and John Biglo, in 1705. 
He was then sixteen years old, ·and was detained in Canada, 
when his father and Biglo were released, that he might in
struct the Canadians in the management of mills. He was 
then dismissed with rich presents. 

Five or six rods from the southeastern end of the yard is 
a row of seven graves, in which nine children of Dea. JosEPH 
and Mrs. REBEKAH MoQRS were buried~ Three were laid in 
one grave, and have one stone. · All the children were young, 
and died not far from the same time, about 17 40. 

Here Lies Buried 
The Body of Mr. 

JOHN PRIEST, 
Whe departed this 

S4-t Life, May 29, A. D. 
\ 1756 .• ; .. '1.~75'7/.. 
/~e,.,- of h.·~ i/- ') L 

Here Lies Buried 
The Body of Mrs. 

ANNA PRIEST, 
Wife of Mr. John 

Priest, Who Departed 
Tthislufe April 3, 

Ano. Dom~_751, 

In ye 67 year 
of her Age. 

Me1nento Afori. 
tsR.r::cre::. 

In Memory of Mr. 
w ILLIAl\i FIFE 

Who departed this life, May ye 
5th, 1790, in ye 74th 

Year of his Age. 

Friends and physicians could not save 
My mortal body from the Grave; 
Nor can the Grave confine me here, 
Wheil Christ shall call me to appear. 
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Memento Mori. 
ER, ECI£0. 

In Memory of Mrs. 
ABIGAIL FIFE 

"'\Vife of Mr. William Fife, 
who departed this life 
April ye 30th, 1790, 
in ye 69th Year of 

her age. 

Retire, my friends, dry up your tears, 
Here I must lie till Christ appears. 

Here Lies Buried 
Y e Body of Mrs. 
Delive~ce Fife, 

Wife of ).tr. William 

Fife, who"liec'd 
November ye 4th 

A. D. 1750 
Agef 37 years. 

Here Lies Buried 
Ye Body of 

Mr. JoHN Goos, 
Who Dec'd 

October ye 5th, 
A. D. 1747, n ji,;.. 
~rs . ...;rr..~~~-6 

[Possibly he was a relative of the hus
band of the r enowned "Mother Goose " .,. 
who lived in Boston, and wrote the most 
popular nonsen se-poetry in the language.] 

Towards the northeast corner of the yard is a group of 
graves belonging to the Houghton family. These were of the 
second and later generations. The first John Houghton, and 
probably Ralph Houghton, were buried in the old yard, east 
of the railroad. The John whose epitaph follows, was clerk, 
esquire, conveyancer, and an honored servant of the public 
in many capacities. He gave the land for the meeting-house, 
opposite the burying yard. His own house was on the south 
side of the road, and it is supposed, somewhere east of the 
school-house. 

HERE LIES BURIED 
YE BODY OF 

JOHN]: HOUGHTON 
ESQU {RF~~_&AS YOU 

ARE SO W ~RE WE, 
AS WE ARE SO 
YOU WILL BE. 

· WHO DIED FEBRUARY 
3"' YE I, ANNO DOMJ' 

1736-7, AND 
IN YE 87TH YEAR 

OF HIS AGE 

HERE LIES 
BURIED YE BODY 

OF MRS. MARY 

HOUGHTON, YE 
WIFE OF JOHN 1· 

HOUGHTON, ESQ~ 
WHO DIED APRIL 

Y.f!... 7TH, ANO D~M. 1724. 
& IN THE 76TH YEAR 

OF HER AGE. 

HERE LIES 
BURIED YE BODY 
OF CAPT. JONAS 

HOUGHTON, WHO 
DEP~ED THIS 

LIFE, AUGUST 
YE 15, A. D. 1739, 

IN YE 57TH YEAR 
OF HIS .AGE. 
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HOUGHTON.- PRESCOTT. 

Here Lies Buried 
Ye Body of Lieut. 

John ~~?ghton--. 3.Cf'-t-A 
Who Died .April 

Ye5th 1724, 
Aged 51 years, 

Here Lies Buried 
ye Body of .Ai. R. 

Rob~t Houghton, 
Who D~td tt 

November ye 7 

A. D. 1723, 
.IN ye 65th year v 

Of His Age. 

Here Lies Buried 
ye Body of 

Mrs. Rebekah, 
Houghton, Wife Of 

Mr. Jacob Houghton, 
Died Octob9r ye 
22/. At• D~ 17 52, 

Aged 80 ~s, 10 M. 
& 2lf D~ 

669 

In the middle of the east end of the yard is a granite shaft, 
characteristic of the man whom it commemorates. This was 
the tt immovable " Jonathan W Hder, firm enough to be the 
abutment of a bridge over the Nashua. His wife was a Pres
cott. His son Henry married a descendant of Major Willard. 
Henry Wilder and his wife, a daughter of Mrs. Anna Good
hue and granddaughter of Col. Abijah Willard, combined 
much of the tt bluest blood" of Lancaster. Mr. \Vilder had 
in his memory a large fund of family and town history, b~t 
failed to put it in writing. 

JONATHAN 
WILDER, 

Died 
Jan. 13, 18}6, 3 

1EL80. 

RUTH PRESCOTT, 
his Wife, 

Died 
Nov. 19, 1826. 

A:.r 07 

There arc many head-stones which mark the graves of mem
bers of others of the old f~tmilies of the town, as the Wheel-

Wilfa. ,-d5 v wrL<e<-" ~' ~r. s • • 
ers, Phelpses, Gosses,~etc., but the des1gn of these notes IS 

not to exhaust the yard of its epitaphs. Only a glance cnn 
be cast at the monuments of those who came later, such as 
the Saffords, Emersons, Danas, Clevelands, Hillers, ICings, 
Lanes and others, whose remains repose here. There is, 
however, near the middle of the yard, a sight which always 
awakens tender thoughts and emotions. It is a row of little 
graves, holding the ashes of three children of Sampson V. 

.:.. 
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S. Wilder, all under the age of four years. There are four 
stones, one of which commemorates a little child who died 
in Paris. 

Among more recent interments in this yard, are those of 
a few persons who lived in Lancaster only a few years, .but 
whose n'ames are associated with something of historic or 
romantic interest. 

Near the middle of the south side of the ground, there is 
an iron gate that opens from the road to a row of tombs. 
The iron door to one of these tombs bears the name of Pack
ard. This was the Rev. Asa Packard, the closing years of 
whose useful life were passed in this town1tJ!n his youth he 
was in the army of the Revolution, as a ElrnmrneF. Though 
a non-combatant, he incited o~Jle;s to jg}U, and received his 
share of wounds. In ~ ~6.ys ~was pierced by 
:a leaden bullet, which he carried to his dying day. His body 
was laid in this family tomb, and many years since, his son
in-law, Rev. George Trask, when examining the remains, 
found the bullet embedded in the crumbling bone. This 
memento of the youthful hero's suffering in a noble cause, 
is still preserved by his descendants. 

Just above and to the left of this tomb is a small monu
ment of white marble, in the form of a pyramid, about ten 
inches in diameter at the base, and forty inches in height. 
The stone bears the following inscription. 

Mrs. Ann Quincy, 
Relict of Josiah Quincy, 

Esq-( 
Late ofj&raintree. 

Died Feb. 17, 1805 . 
.JE. /.¢, so. 

Mrs. Quincy was the mother of Mr. Packard's wife, and 
it is s~, the grandmother of the late Hon. Josiah 
·Quincy, member of Congress, Mayor of Boston, and presi
J.ent of Harvard University. If this conjecture is true, she 
was the mother of Josiah Quincy, Esq. , the young orator 
:and patriot who died at the opening of the Revoluti.on. 
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Around the base of the monument is the following epi
taph. Two lines of it are on each of the four sides. It is 
not easy to decide which lines should come first, but perhaps 
the intention of the poet was to have the following arrange
ment. 

A cheifful heart was hers, and free from guile ; 
She showed that piety and age could smile. 
Religion had her heart, her cares, her voice, 
Twas. her last refuge, as her earliest choice. 
Like a tirjd traveler, with sleep oppress_1d, 
Within her children's arms she sank to rest. 
Heaven gid her life prolong to spread its prai!e, 

. And ble~er with a patriarch's length of days. 

In the southeast corner of the ground is a tablet about six 
feet in length, and three feet wide, supported by six stone 
pillars, standing on a red sandstone base. The material is 
of marble and is well wrought. The lettering is done by an 
excellent worlnnan. The inscription is in these words. 

H ere li# the remains of 
Eloise Richard..s P~, 

Who departed this life 

July /A 1819, J 
.A:.t. M. 31. 

She will be talked of 
but a little while, 

and 
forgotten by society, 

will survive only in a few hearts, 
where the memory of such a::Beingis immertal. 

i 5 I 7n7-n or?"a.!. 

· Sink into duss 
1 frail covering of a purified spirit ( · 

Parent earth r eceive thine own { 
God in Heaven, 

1 Take her soul to thee .. 

Miss Payne was the sister of John Howard Payne, author 
of the song: ((Home, sweet home;" and is referred to on 
another page of this w·ork, as a lady of extraordinary attain
ments and attractions. There is a whisper, faint by the lapse 
of time, that the tablet, with its expressive inscription, was 
placed by oEe who has since become distinguished as a divine /;; 
and historian. 

' · 
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A few rods from the southwest corner of the cemetery, is 
an iron~yard, enclosing a single grave. On the east side of 
the fence i;-a shield, bearing the family arms; a hand grasp
ing a straight sword, pointed upward, and bearing a crown 
on its point, with this motto : Virttttis gloria merces. In 
the centre of the yard is a monument, having on one side 

this inscription. 

In Memory of 
Th;l.~ifLS!_euart _RQ_bertSOJ!, -r""-- ·- - ----- -

Second $on of the late John Robertson, Esq./ 
of Foveran House, Aberdeenshire. 

Born in Scotland, 
Educated at Rugbyjin England, 

L-e And at Gfrl'ssen; in Germany, 
In which country, as well as in Sicily, 

He had spent several yearsJ 
At the age of twenty three1 

He came to America. 
Having, after various experience of the Old World, 

Acquired an ardent love for the New, 
He settled in this town of Lancaster, 

And became a citizen of the United States. 
Deceased on the twenty :first of July, 

A. D. MDCCCXLIX. 
In the thirtieth year of his age. 

On the opposite side are the following lines, from the pen 
of Dr. T. W. Parsons. 

Here Steuart sleeps.-and should some brother Scoy 
w·ander this way, ancl pause upon tlili spot, 
He need not ask, now life's poor show is o'er, 
What arms he carried, or what plaid he wore_j 
So small the value of illustrious birth, 
Brought to this solemn, last/'ssay of earth ; 
Ye~ unreproved,aJhis epitaph may say, 
A royal soul was,..rapt in ?teuart's clay, 
And generous actions consecrate his moun~ 
More than all titles, though of kingly sound. 

Mr. l~obertson was not only prized by his friends, but he 
earned the respect of the public by his taste and generous 
spirit. His death was sudden, by a violent fever. He owned 
the property east of the cemetery, which he left to a female 
friend, living in Boston; one who might have borne his name, 
if death had not parted them. It is several years since she 

( !) followed him into the land of the unseen. 



(;) f!L ~ 1_._._.,-,u ~ ..j '~-r <tL -'~r L, ~ 
i--;1._ /vtitUA.-';· uv.J<1 a_ frj..._ dJ(, 9'(k.v /ff~/ Lt;k ~- (.!!T~.J. ~ /H7/ 



.& ~ 11 f!Aft ~ .(),; ~ ~ 
~~~t;;; .. n0- / 

~ !HJ j)y. ~L( y LA ~ J.,£~. ~ 
/L<..t.f~~ ;1 1 " /"- /'::' . ~~ ~· .,;..,w, /IA.IL._. 
t!uv~ ~ ~ ~-~ . ~ 

. >d. """ ~<-<--e · &.L ~ "- ~ 
!)__ - ~ ~~~ 



HUMPHREY.- BUTLER.- AMES. 673 

Near the middle of the north side of the yard, by the 
fence, is a new made grave, "'hich contains the remains of 
'one who died in July, 1851. Her name was Mathilde P. A. 
Siedhof, daughter of Dr. Cu.rl Siedhof, a learned German h 

scholar, who kept a prjvate school in the Stewart house on 
the Old Common, now No. 5 of the Industrial school. . Her 
remains were placed, at first, in the Lane family tomb, by 
permission. In the course of time, both families removed 
from the place, and the tomb was given to the town as are
ceiving tomb. It became necessary to put the tomb in order, 
and by the expressed desire of Dr. Siedhof, the ashes of his 
daughter were buried. This service was done tenderly and 
respectfully{ as-te-fi mfbide.R .stranger}} by the Cemetery Com- "'-
mittee, in tho autumn of 1877. No stone marks the grave, 
but it can easily be found. 

Here our rambles in this ancient burial place might come 
to an end, hut there is, near the southwest corner, a group 
of mounds, marked by monuments of such simple elegance 
in form and such good taste in their inscriptions, as to attract 
and reward notice. They arc as follows, beginning at the 
left or \Vest, and going to the right. 

[At the top a hand grasps a cross, 
with the WOrds: E T TEN E 0 E T 

TENEOR.] 

EDWARD PAYSON HUMPHREY, 
Apr. 7 1865, 

Aged 26 years. 

THE J.ORD GOD GIVETH 'l'IIEJ\1 LIGHT, 

AND THEY SHALL REIGN FOR EVER 

AND EVER. 

[On the plinth are these words : J 
Love stronger than death. 

CHARLES 
HUMPHREY, 

Died 
April 25, 1860, 

Aged 52. 

43 

He walked with God, and 
be was not, for God took 
him. 

CLARA 
HUMPHREY BUTLER, 

Born to Earth, Sept. 24, 1846, 
Born to Heaven, Sept. 23·, 1872. 

A dear wife, and a true Disci- ) 
ple of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

" Beyond the touch of time or ill." 

[The figure of a lamb at the top of 
the stone.] 

"I am the good Shepherd." 

MARCUS JUDSON AMES, 
Son of 

REv. MARCUs AND JANE A. AMES, 
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Drowned at Andover, May 27, 1874, I Christ Jesus is my only trust, 
A ed 16 ears 16 days. 'Vith Him I leave my worthless dust; 

g Y ' My soul He'll take to realms above, 
-- To dwell with Him in joy and love. 

THE NORTH LANCASTER BURYING YARD. 

The next ground for burial purposes in the order of use, 
· was in the north part of the town, though it does not appear 
in the Records so early as the Middle Cemetery by two years. 
At a meeting held April 7, 1800, Benjamin W. Willard, Col. 
Jonas Lane and Capt. Benjan1in Wyman were chosen a com
mittet to consider the expediency of appropriating a certain 
piece of land, at the north part of the town, where a number 
of persons are buried, for the purpose of a burying field:-> 

"- From this time the tr piece of land" where a rt number of per
sons are buried," became one of the public budal places, and 
has been fenced by the town. The date of the first burials 
cannot be fixed, but it is believed by aged people that mem
bers of the Shaker family or settlement were among the .first. 
If so, there may have been interments here as early as the 
year 1790. In the year 1804 the town bought a tt burying 
cloth," or pall for this yard, and built a new fence which 
cost $28. 

The notion which has been prevalent that the yard was 
opened for the burial of inmates of the almshouse, is un
founded, because there was no poor farm at the time. The 
fact seems to be that the re§l?~able families, of which there 
were many, in that section, eighty years ago, wanted tl1e yard 
as a general convenience, and the inscriptions contain the 
names of persons belonging to those families. At .first, few 
stones were erected, though it is supposed that quite anum
ber of interments were made. Then came the period of slate 
monuments of which there are several, made from the quarry 
in that section of the town. Recently modest but handsome 
marble monuments have been introduced. 
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Great improvement was made in the yard in the year 1877. 
The ground had become covered with small brush, and large 
trees. It was forest-like. There was a double or triple row 
of pines on the road side. The Cemetery Committee, in 
compliance with the feelings of families residing in the neigh
borhood, had the trees thinned out, and the yard thoroughly 
mowed. They also entirely removed the hedge of trees on 
the front, and built a wall, well laid, with a gateway guarded 
on each side by granite posts. The planting of small trees 
or shrubs, or both, at the back of the wall, will complete the 
improvements for the present, and make this a pleasant and 
fitting sleeping place for the departed. · 

TilE .MIDDLE CEMETERY. 

The opening of a lot for the burial of the dead in the i1orth 
part of the town only supplied a local want. There was 
need of another near the center of population. Both the 
Old and the Old Common yards were nearly filled, though 
the latter has been used for new interments, in limited num
ber, to the present year. But both were small, and entirely 
inadequate. Therefore in the year 1798, the town took 
measures to meet the never ceasing demands of death. At 
a meeting in ]\fay, the town chose a committee of three, who 
purchased of R~v. Mr. Thayer, and Judge John Sprague, 
one acre and thtriy-four rods of land, n1idway between the 
Center and South Lancaster, or New Boston, as it was then 
styled. The lot was a parallelogram, and was laid out in 
sections eight by sixteen feet. Among the bills paid in 1800 
wns one of $56 for the ~~new burying field." 

In August, 1803, leave was given to individual inhabitants 
of the town to build tombs in the burying places, under re
strictions. Under this vote tombs were built in the Old 
Common and the Middle yards at different dates. It is many 
years since the last was made, nnd it is hoped that many 
centuries will elapse before another is added to them. 
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At a town meeting, November 15, 1842, a committee of 
:five was chosen to confer with l\1r. Thayer, (son of the Dr.,) 
relative to the purchase of a piece of land for an addition 
to the burying ground. John M. vVashburn, Henry Lin
coln, John G. Thurston, Ezra .. Sawyer and Anthony Lane 
~the committee. They bought a parcel of land on the 
~orthwest side, and by movjng the road some feet westward, 
the cemetery was enlarged. The new lots were :fixed at ten 
feet by twenty, and the price for each was two dollars. 

This cemetery, hy constant use, has become crowded in the 
course of eighty years. It is rich in garnered dust. Stones 
of different material, form and sjze, mark nearly every avail
able spot. (The names of a large number of the families liv
ing in the town, from the :first settlement, are found on these 
monuments.\ They are too numerous to mention, and selec
tion might seem invidious. It would be well if some one 
could be found who would prepare and publish a correct plan 
of the lots and a full collection of epitaphs in this and all 
the other cemeteries of the town. Only a single specimen 
will be given here. 

WILLIAM RUSSELL, 
Born in Glasgow, Seotland 

April 28, 1798, 
Died in Laneaster, Mass. 

August l 6, 1873. 
A graduate of the University 

o.. t of Glasgow, 
.Kn Eminent Educator, 

the Editor of the first Journal 

0 
of Education, and author 

~f several works on Elocution 
He established th~ first 

. Normal Jchool 
m New Hampshire, and was 
Founder of theN. E. Normal 

Institute in this pla.ee. 
A man universally beloved and 

C-..,.(, respected for his many virtues, 
fihristian graces and scholarly attainments. 

"The memory of the just is blessed." 

" 
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THE NORTH VILLAGE CEMETERY. 

The Middle Cemetery seems to have been almost exclu
sively used from the time of its opening, and not being ex
tensive, it soon began to fill up; and in a little more than 
a generation, as we have seen, it was enlarged. But more 
room was needed, though the lots were close together, and 
in 1850 there was a movement made to open two new burial 
places, one of which was to accommodate. tb,e growing village 
of Clintonville. But the project of fo;~i'ng a new town 
postponed the other question a few years. The immediate 
necessity was provided for by directing the selectmen to 
lay out vacant land in the cemetery, except in front of Dr. 
Thayer's tomb. 

At length, in 1854, at the March meeting, the question 
came before the town in relation to buying new land for a 
burying ground. The subject was under consideration till 
the next year, when, at the November meeting, an appro
priation was made to buy nearly four acres of land, and ((put 
it in a condition for burial purposes." One hundred lots 
were marked, averaging nearly 24 by 15 feet; the lots were 
to be sold for two dollars each, except No. 61, which was 
four dollars. In 1858 the selectmen were directed to fence 

( r I the new burying ground, and lay out the remaining portion 
of the land into lots . This was done with some exceptions 
on the border, and in the beautiful valley that crosses the 
yard. 

This was the first cemetery in the town in which suitable 
regard was had to space. The lots were laid out nearly 
twice as large as in the addition to the Middle Cemetery, 
and more than double the size of those in the original divi
sion. Ample avenues and paths permit free passage, by 
teams or pedestrians, through the Cemetery and between the 
family lots. An iron gateway supported by massive granite 
posts, opens to the main entrance. The situation is one of 
the finest in the town; a high plain, of light soil, with a 
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charming valley north of the center, with a prospect, fi·om the 
northerly summit, of the Ponakin intervale, and the hills 
and woods beyond. · The only thing to be. desired is that 
the space was much more ample, since most of the available 
room is already taken. 

This cemetery is not old enough to give historical interest 
to the monuments, but there is one stone which marks the 
graves of two young men who bravely did their part in mak
ing history. 

The monument is of granite, and is adorned with military 
emblems. It is crowned with an arch, under which is the 
motto: 

PRO l">ATRIA 

Beneath the motto are two marble panels, side by side, on 
which are the following inscriptions. 

FRANCIS WASHBURN 
UREVl~'r ItRIGADIER GENElL\L 

COLONEL 4TII REGT. :.-IIASS. CAY. 

DIED 22D APRIL 1865 

OF WOU~DS RECEIVED AT 

IIIGII BRIDGE VA. 

6TH APRIL 1865 

AGED 26 YEARS 

EDWARD RICHMO.r D 
·wASHBURN 

CAPTAIX 5 3 D RE GT. l\IA SS. INF. 

DIED 5TH SEPT. 1864 

OF "'WOUNDS RE CEIVED BEFORE 

PORT HUD ON LA. 

14TH ,JUNE 1863 
AGED 28 YEARS 

EASTWOOD CE::\IETERY. 

This burial place, the sixth in order of time, is situated 
east of the Old Common, aud extends into Bolton. The 
land rises from the plain on which the ((State Industrial 
School for Girls" is located, towards the cast, and overlooks 
the beautiful intervale of the Nashua for miles, w bile the 
Center, South Lancaster, George hill, and the northern for
ests fi1l the near prospect. Beyond are the noble domes of 
vYachusett on the west, and W atatic on the northwestern 
horizon. The towering head of the Grand Monadnock is 
also visible from several outlooks. The surface is variega
ted by swells of land, valleys and dells, and is mostly covered 
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with a natural growth of forest trees. The whole is well 
suited for a cemetery, a (( sleeping place " for those who 
have laid down the cares of life, and is capable of fine effects 
in landscape gardening. 

The origin of this cemetery is given in the paper read by 
Dr. J. L. S. Thompson, at its dedication; in 1876, as follows. 
H This ground,"- the North Village cemetery- ((was sup
posed to contain sufficient space to meet all the wants of the 
town for the next fifty years. On the reception of the gener
ous donation of three thousand dollars by Nathaniel Thayer, 
Esq., to the town, in 1866, for the care and improvement of 
the several cemeteries, in compliance with the provisions of 
the deed of gift, the town voted that the interest adsing from 
this sum should be expended under the direction and super
vision of the Library Committee. When this committee en
tered upon its duties, and proceeded to make an examination 
of the different cemeteries, almost the first consideration 
forced upon their attention was the near necessity of addi
tional ground for burial purposes. In the [North J Village 
Cemetery- the only one available for new lots- most of 
the desirable lots were already taken, and the limited space 
left was being rapidly appropriated." 

The committee, without delay, began to make inquiries, 
and examine different locations, in order to find the best 
available ground. After various disappointments, the com
mittee learned that perhaps the best situation in all the re
gion was in the market. Two of their number, [Messrs. Bar
tol and Thompson,]took the responsibility of purchasing the 
lot of forty-six acres, ((under the impression that with the near 
necessity of more ground, the town, when made acquainted 
with all the facts, would gladly take the land at cost." This 
the voters were not ready to do, ancluot till three years had 
passed, was the purchase made by the town, when it was to 
pay the original cost with interest added. The sum of $1,000 
was raised at the AprH meeting. The committee were now 
free to proceed with suitable plans for putting the ground in 
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order. In 1872 they made a contract with Mr. H. W. S. 
Cleveland, of Chicago, native of the town, a hmdscape gar
dener of high reputation, for a plan of the cemetery. The 
plan drawn by him, and approved by the committee, was 
adopted by the town, April 3, 1873, and the committee were 
authorized to carry on the work in Eastwood in accordance 
with it. The sum of $500 was raised for the purpose of 
making the proposed improvements. ~~This money was ex
pended under the direction of Nir. Henry "\Vilder, whose 
warm interest in the enterprise led him to give to it both 
time and labor, and the town is indebted to him for much 
of the grace and beauty now to be seen here." 

The health of Mr. Wilder failed in 18.7 5, and the care laid 
down by him, was by vote of the committee, devolved upon 
Dr. Thompson, who bad been clerk and treasurer from the be
ginning. It should be stated that every member of the com
mittee, but especially the chairman, felt a deep interest in 
the enterprise, and readily co-operated in all 1neasures for 
improving the ground; but the chief ~mpervision of the work 
in the :field fell to the clerk. Spealdng of the two years 
ending with February, 1877, the paper of Dr. Thompson 
says : ~~ Within the past two years great changes have been 
effected. Much ground has been cleared from underbrush, 
and opened to view. Avenues have been completed, and 
new ones made. The main growth of woods has been thin
ned out; the entrance to the grounds leveled and graded, 
and partially supplied with flowering shrubs; while the ap
pearance of that part devoted to lots has been greatly im
proved." 

The lots in this cemetery are 16 by 24 feet, and the paths 
around them are four feet wide. Each lot is bounded by a 

--1-- brick post at the four corners, with the number of the lot 
plainly marked. 

At the April meeting in 187 4, the town accepted ~~East
wood as a Cemetery," and adopted the following Rules for 
its preservation and improvement, as recommended by the 
cemetery committee. 
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SALE OF LOTS.- ((The original conveyance of lots from 
the town to individuals, shall be evidenced by a certificate 
signed by the secretary of the Cemetery Committee, specify
ing that such a person is the owner of such a lot; and such 
certificate shall vest in the owner, his heirs and aesigns, for 
the sole purpose of interment under the regulations adopted 
by the town. But no original certificate shall be granted to 
any person who does not produce proof from the town treasurer 
that he has paid for his lot in full ; nor shall any person be 
the owner of more than two lots at the same time, unless 
by the unanimous consent of the committee ; nor shall any 
transfer of a lot or part of a lot from an owner to a pur
chaser be valid until recorded in the secretary's books. The 
price of the lots is fixed for the present at $5.00 each." · It! 

((All lots shall be held subject to the provisions following: 
(( I. No lot shall be used for any other purpose than as a 

burial place for the dead. 
((II. The natural surface of the ground shall be preserved 

as far as possible; and no terracing, or walling, is to be done, 
except under the direction of the town by its committee. 
No curbing of stone shall stand above the surface of the -
ground. No enclosures or fences of any kind shall be al
lowed. Head-stones fronting the avenues shall be set back 
at least one foot and one half from the line. 

tt III. The proprietor of each lot shall have the right to 
erect any proper stones or monuments thereon ; and to cul
tivate trees, shrubs and plants in the same; but no construc
tion of any vault or catacomb other than a general receiving 
tomb shall be permitted. 

tt IV. If any monument, effigy, or any structure whatever, 
or any inscription be placed in or upon any lot, determined 
by the committee to be offensive, improper, or injurious to 
surroundina lots or not in harmony with the character of 

0 ' 

the cemetery, it shall be the right and duty of the town to 
remove the same. 
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cc V. All earth or rubbish accumulated by the owners of 
lots or their workmen, must be carefully removed as soon 
as possible, and be deposited in the place appointed for such 
material by the committee or their agents. Neither litter 
nor trash shall be left on the lots, or thrown on the avenues." 

The cemetery was dedicated on the afternoon of the twelfth 
day of October, 1876, according to the following order of 
services. 

Introductory remarks, by the Chairman of the Committee, 
Rev. George M. Bartol. 

Hymn by a select Choir : c~ How oft beneath this sacred 
shade." 

Scripture Selection, by Rev. Alfred Emerson. 
Prayer, by Rev. Benjamin Whittemore, D. D. 
Historical Sketch, by J. L. S. Thompson, l\1. D. 
Hymn : ~~See the leaves around us falling." 
Address, by Rev. Mr. Bn,rtol. 
Hymn : ~~ Shall I fen,r, 0 Earth ! thy bosom? " 
Benediction, by Rev. Abijah P. Marvin. 
The services were held in n, pine grove, about fifty rods 

from the main entrance, on a hill-side sloping towards the 
Bolton road. The sun of the late n,fternoon shone pleasantly 
upon the scene; the many-colored leafage was beginning to 
fall, suggestive of a beautiful old age ·and a gracious dep~rt
ure ; the faint hum from the villages in sight, told whence 
would come the future tenants of these quiet sleeping places; 
and the words of Scripture taught us to make life cheerful 
by the hope of a glorious resurrection through faith in Jesus 
Christ, who rose from the dead, and ~~ ascended up on high, 
and led captivity captive, and gave gifts to men." 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

LANCASTER IN THE WAR OF THE REBELLION. 

THE voters of Lancaster were conservative in politics till 
the conservation of the republic imperatively demanded a 
change of measures and of men. It was found that slavery 
must be abolished, or the nation .must perish. But this con
viction was not willingly admitted by the majority of our 
citizens until it was forced upon them, and they were im
pelled by love of country to sever their ancient bonds of 
party, and enter into new combinations. In the fall of 1853, 
the town gave a large majority of votes for Hon. Emery 
Washburn, the whig candidate for governor. The V<?te stood: 
Wa.shburn, 154; Bishop, democrat, 45 ; vVilson, free soil, 
43. But this was the last of whig ascendency, as the ~~know
nothing" wave swept over the town in 1854, removing all the 
old and new party landmarks. Henry J. Gardner reeeived 
one hundred and twenty-eight votes out of two hunch·ed and 
twenty-one. Another revolution came in 1856 when there
publican party carried New Englan<i, and a majorjty of the 
free states. The presidential vote in this town was as fol-J 
lows: For John C. Fremont, 232; John Bell, (Union,) 10; "'-
S. A. Douglas, ( dmnocrat,) 35. From that time forward the 
town was firmly bound to republican and anti-slavery prin-
ciples and 1nethods. 

The consequence was that when the rebellion broke out in 
the spring of 1861, the people of Lancaster were ready for 
the crisis, and at once rallied to the defence of the country .. 
Fort Sumter was attacked by the rebels, under Gen. Beau
regard, Oii. the twelfth of April. It was surrendered by 
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Major Anderson on the morning of the fourteenth. The news 
came north with lightning speed, and awakened a tempest of 

' patriotic wrath. The national flag had been Insulted. A 
national fortress had been compelled to strike its colors by 
traitors. The unity and life of the nation had been smitten. 
The uprising was swift and terrible. Public meetings were 
held in town as well as city, all over the north. The pulpit 
summoned all, in the name of God, to defend the Union, and 
make it free. The press called upon all able-bodied men to 
rally round the flag, and fill the ranks of the army of free
dom. 

In the midst of this excitmnent the sixth regiment was hur
ried off for Washington. Its bloody passage through Balti
more, on the nineteenth of April, intensified the public feel
ing to the highest pitch. The bonds of party were burned 
like tow in the flames, and the people were united as one man. 
A public meeting was held on the evening of Monday, April 
22, to devise means to aid the government. J. L. S. T~omp-
son, M.D., was called to the chair, and Henry C. Kimball.A.ll . 
was chosen secretary. The (( meeting was largely attended 
by all classes," says a manuscript of Dr. Thompson, ((many 
ladies being present, proffering their aid and influence for the 
public welfare." An account of the meeting published in the 
Clinton Cow·ant, states that the assembly was addressed by 
Col. Francis B. Fay, who after a few earnest and emphatic 
words proposed in a series of resolutions, that, ((the citizens 
of Lancaster, old and young, rich and poor, abandon for the 
present all side issues, know no party but the Union, and 
recognize no guiding star but liberty and the constitution." 
The resolutions were ((unanimously adopted, with tumultu-
ous applause, every man rising to his feet." 

Eloquent and patriotic speeches were made by many of the 
most influential citizens, after which thirty men were enroll
ed to form a volunteer company, with the prospect of rais
ing twice the number. It was also voted to form a ((home 
guard" to look after the families of such as might be called 
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into the service of the country. A vote was passed in favor· 
of calling a :(legal town meeting at the earliest possible mo
ment,'' and Jacob Fisher and Charles L. Wilder were chosen 
a committee to prepare and present business for the action of 
the town. A committee to raise volunteers was appointed, 
viz., Woodbury Whittemore and C. A. Pollard. 

The town meeting was held, April 29, and Solon VVhiting, 
Esq., was chosen moderator. The meeting was hrge and 
spirited. The object of the meeting was to see if the town 
would raise money to defray the expenses of an outfit of the 
Lancnster volunteer company, and also grant aid to the fami
lies of said volunteers in their absence. The committee
chosen by the citizens' meeting, in reference to raising a com
pany of soldiers, reported in the words following: ((The 
committee would recommend that a committee of seven be· 
chosen by the town to take charge of such funds as may be 
voted by the town, and that said committee have full power
to expend any portion, or all of such appropriation for the 
above purpose, as they may deem expedient. That the town 
pay each volunteer; from.the time call~_<tfor until discharged.,, 

... ~ d.:/..d~ tii ~~ /:t1!:f-, 
thirteen dollars per month~nd one dollar per day for each day 
devoted to drHl-not exceeding thirty days- and not less than 
six hours to be considered a day. That the town treasurer is 
hereby authorized to borrow, on behalf of the town, ::my sum 
that may be needed for the above purpose, not exceeding fiiVe 
thousand dollars, subject to the order of the above com
mittee." They also nominated for the general committee, the· 
following. George W. Howe, George Dodge, John M. \-Vash .. 
burn, John Bennett, Anthony Lane, J. L. S. Thompson, J. 
M. Damon. The town unanimously adopted the report, and 
added to the committee the names of Jacob Fisher and 
Charles L. vYilder. 

The committee on outfit for volunteers reported an outfit,. 
in part, for forty men, as follows: 

Forty men, 2 shirts apiece, = 80 shirts at $1.50 = 
'' " 2 flannel waistcoats, = 80 waistcoats at $1.00 = 

$120.00· 
80.00· 
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Forty woolen blankets lined with brown drill, $1.00 = 
" India-rubber blankets, $1.50 = 

Eighty pair socks, .50 = 
Forty light·colored soft felt hats, $2.00 = 

Total, 

160.00 
60.00 
40.00 
80.00 

$540.00 

The committee had canvassed the town, and about forty 
names of steady and able-bodied young n1en had been en
rolled to serve in the volunteer militia, with the understand
ing that they were liable, at any moment, to be called into 
active service. It was hoped that enough men would join 
from Sterling to form a company. One hundred and seventy 
ladies had pledged themselves to prepare clothing and other 
necessary articles when needed. There (( vvas a noble will
ingness to meet all demands and make all sacrifices." 

Another meeting was held by adjournment, on the eighth 
of June, when the proposition that the town should raise and 
equip one-half of the company, and arm it free of expense 
to the state, was, ~(after full and free discussion," left to the 
discretion of the general committee. 

After about twenty days spent in drill the men went into 
camp in Worcester, proposing to join the fifteenth regiment, 
Col. Devens·. The commissioned officers were Capt. Thomas 
Sherwin, Lieuts. Woodbury Whittemore, William L. Cobb, 
Levi E. Brigha% and Calvin W. Burbank. The company 

'll ·consisted of sev~nty-nine men, including officers. For some 
unknown reason the governor did not commission Capt. Sher
win, and the company being highly dissatisfied with having 
a stranger from Salem put over them, disbanded. In this 
action they had the sympathy of the whole regin1ent. Most 
of these volunteers joined other regiments, and did good 
service. ~~heir names will appear in their proper connec
tion. 

( The next public meeting of which any notice can be found, 
was on a special Fast day, September 26, in the Orthodox 
church, when the Rev. E. A. Lawrence preached an (~exceed-

•. 







VOICE OJ!' THE CLERGY. 687 
. ~ 

ingly interesting and appropriate discourse " to a. large con- .. , f 
gregation, from Judges 6: 13. tt And Gideon said unto him, ·~ 

0 my Lord, if the Lord be with us, why then is all this be- :~ 

fallen us? and where be all ' his 1niracles which our fa.thers t n 

told us of, saying, Did not the Lord bring us up from ~ f:
Egypt? but now tho Lord hath forsaken us, and delivered ? 
us into the hauds of the Midianites." Mr. Lawrence referred ~ ~ 
to the fact of the rebellion as a great calamity; and also to the t-r r'\._ 
reverses which had befallen the northern armies, as at Bull~ t 
Run, and other plnces. These things showed that God had ~ f 
a controversy with us. Thence he inferred that our calami-J t 
ties were caused by our sins. These were many ; but sla- ' c; 

very' in which the north was implicated' was the tt sum of r b 

villanies." Still he maiutained that God was on the side of r~ 
our government, though rebuking us. To the question, when -:r 7 
will the war end? he replied, when slavery is ended. God ~ f 
will bring the administration to abolish slavery; then our ~ 
armies will triumph. How· completely this prediction was J 
verified by the proclamation of Emancipation in 1862, and~ 
our subsequent victories, is matter of history. ~ 

And here it may be said that the pulpit of Lancaster spoke ~ 
with no uncertain sound from the outhreak of the rebellion ~ 
till it was subdued. Rev. Mr. Bartol, of the First church, t 
and Rev. Mr. Lawrence, of the Evangelical church, not only ..! 

preached repeatedly on the duty of upholding the govern- f 
ment, a~d abolishing slavery, but they in common with resi- l 
dent ministers in the town, 011 many occasions., addressed -.,\,. 
the citizens in puulic meetings, and in all ways gave encour- { 
agement and sympathy for the soldiers in the field. ·r' 

On the eighth of October a public meeting was held, over ~ 
which Mr. Henry C. IGmball presided. Remarks were made 
by Col. Fay, Rev. Bradford l{. Peirce and Rev. ~1ilo C. 
Stebbins. ..A .. town committee was chosen us follows. Fran-
cis B. Fay, George W. Howe, Henry C. Kimball, Stowell 
Bancroft, ,John W. Barnes, Jonatha.n Buttrick and \iVillian:: 
J. Knight. 
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At the annual election, in November, the town w_~J;rt;.JQr 

Gov. Andrew by an overwhelming vote. 
vVhen the news came of the disaster at Ball's Bluff, on 

the twenty-first of October, the feelings of the people were 
deeply moved. Several of our men belonging to the fifteenth 
reO'iment were in the battle, and some of them lost their lives · 

0 

while in the :fight, or in the endeavor to swim, the turbulent 
Potomac. 

At a meeting held N ovem her 14, presided over by Solon 
Whiting, Esq., the committee on military outfit made the 
following report. 

Paid for drilling volunteers, 
'' drill-master, 

,t. . " 0 E. ~lard, for printing, 
0J-U. . 1/!Zu.P.L~.;. 'fut sw~·rds' tt • • 

I' 

'' committee of ladies, . 
" for towels, 
" F. B. Fay for cash advanced, 

Balance at expiration of ninety days, . 

Total, 

$357.00 
20.00 

2.50 
60.00 
31.42 

7. 74 
250.00 
241.50 

$970.16 

In November a military company was formed, with one 
hundred names enrolled. They voted to supply themselves 
with guns. Col. Fay was chosen captain, and Solon Whiting, 
Esq., lieutenant. They declined, probably on account of 
age, when Dr. )f. Barron was elected eaptain, and Lyman 
Moore, lieutenant. A. B. Collins was clerk of the company. 

The Lancaster Independent Phalanx drilled, December D, 
carrying seventy guns. These facts are given because they 
evince the spirit of the times. The martial spirit animated 
all, both young and old. 

On the ~ of December, a meeting of citizens, called 
by Dr. Thompson and others, was held, to concert action in 
relation to ((sending supplies of winter clothing to our sol
diers." G. Frederick Chandler was elected chairman, and 

; -~ 
l,d 

t.. 
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J. P. vVilder, secretary. A committee consisting of Dr. 
Thompson, and the selectmen,- n1essrs. James Childs, 
Jeremiah nfoore and Warren Davis- was raised to ~~as

certain the number of men in the service, and what they 
needed." 

Another committee, four ladies and five gentlemen, was 
chosen ~~to canvass the town, and soU cit subscriptions of 
money and articles of clothing." The committee were Miss. 
Mary G. Chandler, l\1rs; George Dodge, Mrs. C. F. Mcintyre,. 
Mrs. Joseph H. Dudley, Dr. J. L. S. Thompson, George 
Dodge, G. F. Chandler and Spencer R. Merrick. l\1rs. 
Dodge and 1\Irs. l\1clntyre declining, Mrs. Emily Leighton 
and Miss l\1m·i:I-Iumphrey were substituted. 

It was found that thirty men were, or had been in the ser
VIce. Those still in the field needed blankets., boots, towels, 

~ bedticks, etc. Most of the articles needed were purchased 
with money given by the citizens, amounting to $166, in 
sums from a half dollar to ten dollars. 

The first public event in Lancaster which marked the year 
1862, was the celebration of the birthday of Washington. 
The town ha1l was filled with citjzem; who rever~d the~~ father 
of his country," and who were resolved to preserve the free 
institutions for which he labored. Col. F. B. Fay presided, 
and Dr. Thompson acted as secretary. Prayer was offered 
by Rev. Amos E. Lawrence. The Farewell ... t\...ddress of 
Washington was read by Prof. \Villinm Russell, with all the 
effect which that consummate master of expression could 
give to it. Those -who beheld his tall, dignified and com- ) 
man ding form, and the majesty of his noble countenance, 
almost felt as if they were in the very presence of vVashing
ton himself. The Tending of the address 1vas followed by 
pah·iotic and eloquent remarks from Revs. Jol~,..a'I1 E. Ed
wards, Quincy "\Vhitney, Bradford IC. Peirce and Amos E. 
Lawrence. 

The month of July was a time of great activity in matters 
pertaining to the w·ar. The army of the Potomac was near 

-!4 
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Richmond, with alternating fortunes, one day beating the 
rebels, and the next giving way before them, but finally with
·drawing from the Peninsula. The whole country was greatly 
agitated, and Lancaster shared in the excitement. Many 
meetings were held, and much was done to encpurage the sol
diers and sustain the cause of union and freedom. 

On the eighth of July a citizens' meeting was held to take 
measures for the relief of sick and wounded soldiers. George 
W. Howe was placed in the chair, and Dr. Thompson chosen 
secretary. Spirited remarks were 1nade by several gentle
men. A committee was appointed to raise n1oney to be ex
pended by the Sanitary Commission. The committee were 
Caleb T. Symmes, G. F. Chandler and George A. Johnson. 
Dea. George Cummings gave fifty dollars, and Mr. Nathaniel 
'Thayer gave an equal sum. 

The meeting was adjourned to the fourteenth, when many 
ladies were present, though it was a stormy evening. Sev
-enty-five ladies had in the 1neantime been working upon ar
ticles which were needed by the suffering soldiers. Mr. 
Howe was chairman of the meeting. Mr. Symmes, from 
the committee, reported that the sum of $360.73 had been 
raised. Of this sum, $200 had been sent to the Sanitary 
Commission and the balance had been paid for two hundred 
and forty-seven yards of cloth. Spirit~d remarks were made 
by Rev. Milo C. Stebbins, Rev. J. E. Edwards, Col. Fay 
and Rev. Mr. Lawrence. Dea. Cummings urged the encour
agement of enlistments, and offered $100. Col. Fay made 
the same offer. 

During this month came the call of Pres. Lincoln for a 
large addition to the army. The quota of Lancaster was 
seventeen. The citizens held a meeting, July 23, and l~nder
took to raise $1,700, and give each volunteer $1.00 as bounty. 
The committee, in addition to the selectmen, for raising re
cruits, were Messrs. Lawrence, Stebbins, Burbank and John
son. At a citizens' meeting held on the twenty-third, the 
committee reported that they had canvnssed the town, and 
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raised the money. Four men had already enlisted. Speech
es were made by l\1essrs. Edwards, Thompson, Stebbins, and 
Edmund C. vVhitney, a young man who soon after went in
to the service. 

A legal town meeting was held the same day, George W. 
Howe, presiding, when it was voted to assume the $1,700 
subscription, and pay the bounty to the volunteers; for each 
man, $100. The sum of $2,000 was raised for paying to fam
ilies of volunteers the sums granted as ((state aid." The 
recruits already at Camp Wool who should be accepted as a 
part of the quota were to have the bounty. A committee 
was chosen to act with the selectmen in procuring recruits. 
The men were speedily mustered into the service, and many 
of them joined the thirty-fourth regiment, Col. Wells. 

At a meeting of citizens, July 24, a committee was cho
sen to provide for the wants of absent soldiers; and also to 
see that necessary work on their farms should be done at 
proper times. The committee to look after this service were 
Messrs. Howe, Thompson and C. A. Pollard. The hay of 
T. A. G. Hunting, a soldier, was cut and put in by B. B. 
Otis and J. Moore. Other citizen·s- names not recorded 
except in the ((book of remembrance,"-in all parts of the 
town, volunteered to perform similar service. 

Public meetings were held, July 26 and 28, and there was 
much enthusiasm, until the quota was filled. 

On the ninth of August, there was a call for nine months 
men. In consequence a to·wn meeting was held, August 25, 
when Mr. Whiting presided. It was voted to offer a bounty 
of $100 for each man, provided the full quota of twenty-one 
was filled. The bounty was to be paid as soon as the men 
were mustered into the service. In the words of Dr. Thomp
son, written in a Diary at the time : ((Some of our best young 
men, in the receipt of handsome salaries,- $1,000 or. more 
per year-relinquished their business, left their families and 
friends, and nobly gave their services to their country; and 
the news of their noble bravery came in due time- 1863-
from Port Hudson." 
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In the meantime the ladies had not been idle, hut in their 
own graceful way had shown their ready sympathy with the 
men who had left home, and perilled an· in their country's 
service. Under their direction, Shakesi)eare readings were 
o-iven in the town hall, August 21, by Prof. Husse11, Rev. 
b • ~ 

Mr. Bartol, Mr. Henry C. J5il'l2~ll, ~1r. S. Ilath;fway, Miss 
Anna U. Russell and l\tirs.))r. \tV are. The entertainment 
was varied with vocal and instrumental music under the care 
of Dr. Thompson. 

In the month of September two war meetings were held by 
the citizens. One of these was addressed by Rev. l\ferrill 
Richardson, of \tV orcester · the other by Hev. Dr. ~ut
nam, of Roxbury, and Mr.~. vVashburn. These gentlemen 
spoke with great power, and did much towards filling the 
quota of the town. Relief for the sick and wounded was 
one of the objects of these meetings. The selectmen were 
requested to raise a relief fund by subscription, for the bene
fit of the soldiers and their families. One person gave $300; 
and the sum was increased speedily to $500. \Veeldy meet
ings were held,- Mr. Howe and Dr. Thompson acting as 
president and secretary, until the amount of $1,300 was rais
ed. There were more volunteers than the town was required 
to furnish by the call in September, but aH in excess of the 
quota were credited to _the town. 

On the second of October the volunteers were presented 
Y- with a copy of the Scriptures by the generosity of a lady. · 

At u legal meeting held October 15, Col. Fay was chosen 
moderator, and the town voted to give a bounty of $100 to 
~~those men who have enlisted, and who shall be mustered in 
and accepted by the United States service." 

This closes the record of public meetino·s whether leg·al or 
b ' . L,; 

spontaneous, during the year 18()2, but no such recital can 
give an adequate idea of the spirit of patriotic devotion and 
sacrifice which animated all hearts at the time. There was 
a constant stream of communication between the men in the 
army and their friends at home. Letters went to and fro, 

I ~ 
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some bringing tales of toil, danger and suffering in the field, 
from heat and cold, hunger and watching, marching and bat
tling, hospital and prison; and others carrying sympathy, 
love and encouragement from home to dear ones in the ser
vice. Frequent visits were made to the different regiments 
and hospitals, where our men were to be found, by citizens 
who bore messages of kindness and more substantial tokens 
of good will from mothers, daughters, wives and children. 
The news of every defeat caused sadness, and tho intelli
gence of every victory sent a joyful thrill through every 
family in the town. 

There was no faltering on the part of old or young, and 
the conviction grew stronger that the rebellion rnust be sub
dued, the Union be preserved, and the cause of all the na
tion's existing trouble, slavery, be abolished. 

The action of the town in the year 1863, in relation to the 
war, may be given in a few lines, as most of the work neces
sary to keep up the town's quota, or to supply the soldiers 
with comforts not provided by the government, was done 
through committees, and by the constant sympathy of pat
riotic women. 

At a town meeting held September 19, George W. Howe 
was moderator. It was voted that the selectmen and treasu
rer should borrow, if expedient, such sums of money as might 
b~ necessary to pay the state tax for the reimbursement of 
money paid by towns to volunteers. 

In October the quota for Lancaster to fill was fourteen 
men. In November, 23, a meeting was held to encourage 
the raising of volunteers, George vV. Howe was in the chair, 
and Dr. Thompson was secretm{. It was voted to invite 
Hon. A. H. Bullock and Col. Jg1!8Qg- \V. Kimball to address 
the citizens. 

On the third of December Rev. Merrill Richardson, of 
Worcester, gave a thrilling address. The following rallying 
committee was chosen. Lieut. William L. Cobb, Dea. George 
Cummings, Rev. M. C. Stebbins, Col. F. B. Fay, G. F. 
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Chandler, Rev . Marcus Ames, Charles J . Wilder, Jonas Goss, 
James Childs, C. W . Burbank, Lieut. J. C. Ayres, B. B. 
Otis , Thomas Laughton, Calvin Holman, Levi P. Wood,j1·., 
L evi Farwell, Barney S. Phelps, Sewell Day, G. S. Colburn, 
Charles L. Wilder, Samuel Rugg and Spencer R . Merrick. 
The town was in hot earnest to have the quota filled, 

The committee called a meeting of citizens in the town 
hall, December 10, when it 1vas voted to pay each volunteer 
one hundred dollars, in addition to state and national boun
ties. The money was quickly raised. 

When the year drew to its end, though rebellion still held 
up its defiant head, yet it had received stunning if not mortal 
blows. The year had been signalized by the capture of 
Vicksburg and Port Hudson, and the victory of Gettysburg. 
The tide had turned, and the fortunes of the confederacy 
were ebbing. The nation no longer doubted its ultimate 
success. But much remained to he done before the last trai
tor should lay down his arms, and this town was called on to 
do its part. The duty was faithfully done. 

At a town meeting held April 4, 1864, it was voted to 
abate the taxes of the nine months men who were in the ser
vice in the previous year. A bounty of $125 for each man 
required of Lancaster to fill the quota under the last call of 
the president was voted. Then nn additional vote was pass
ed, giving a bounty of $125 for each man under the present 
or any future call of the president before the :first of March, 
1865. Then the sum of $125 was offered to any enrolled 
man, who should send an alien substitute, on any quota, be
tween March 1, 1864, and the same date in 1865. 

This action was followed up, June 22, by a vote authoriz
ing the selectmen and treasurer to borrow the sum of $2,000 
for the purpose of refunding the money contributed by in
dividuals for the purpose of filling the quotas of the town, 
under the calls for more troops by the president, October 17, 
1863, and February 1, 1864, provided the money [ contribu
ted] should be put into the hands of the recruiting commit-
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tee for the-purpose of procuring more troops. This was the 
last. municipal action taken in the town for raising soldiers, 
and no more was needed, as the vote passed in the April 
meeting provided bounties for the year ensuing, by which 
time the rebellion was in its death struggle. 

SOLDIERS IN THE FIELD. 

It is now time to follow the soldiers into the field. The 
action of individuals, and especially of the ladies, in fur
nishing supplies, and in rendering sympathy and comfort to 
those expo~ed to the storm of war, will not be forgotten. 
ffwenty-~ men of Lancaster belonged to the fifteenth 

regiment of volunteers, under Col. Charles Devens, jr. This 
regiment was in the battle of Ball's Bluff, October 21, 1861, 
and suffered fearfully in the action, and in the attempt to 
swim the turbulent Potomac. There was a deep personal in
terest in the fortunes of several members of company C, as 
they were ~ townsmen and relatives. The narrative of the 
fight, and the perils of the river, brought the dread realities 
of war to many homes and hearts. The fate of the several 
soldiers will be given under their own names in the ((Roll of 
Honor.)' ~~~ 

The twenty-first r~ment, C~ ~n~ton, left for the 
seat of war on the ~ day of Oct~ 1 :fr~urteen men from 
Lancaster were in different companies of this regiment. The 
d~on was R011noke Island, under Gen. Burnside. The 
regiment partook of the dangers of the voyage and landing, 
and of the battle which immediately followed. 

On the fifteenth of August, 1862, the thirty-fourth regi
ment, Col. George D. vVells, left Worcester for. the field of 
con_flict, having ~ soldiers from this town, in com
pan;sH. A,C.Y F . 

The fifty-third regiment, Massachusetts volunteers, was 
formed in the autumn of 186f,.2and contained ~~~-six 
men of Lancaster in company I. 1\ Col. John vV. IGmball 
was· commander, and Edward R. Washburn was captain of 
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company I. On the twenty-ninth of November the regi
ment started for New York. The men suffered much the 
:first week, being in camp with shelter tents only. They 
were then transferred to Franklin barracks, where they 
awaited transportation to the South . . , . 

These four regiments contained ~ men who form
<Cd part of the quota of this town. The remainller were scat-

"' tered through various regiments and batteries, to the number 
of one, two, three or fotu~in each. Some were in the in
fantry, and some in the artillery, the cavalry, or the naval 
branches of the service. 

Returning to the four regiments already mentioned, we 
:find that they all made an honorable record. The fifteenth, 
after the baptism of blood at Ball's Bluff, and of water in 
the cold and swollen river, was stationed at Harper's Ferry. 
In the early part of 1862 it was engaged at Yorktown, and 
in the summer, took part in the battle of Fair Oaks and the 
fight at Savage Station. Later it was in the service near 
Washington, and bore itself bravely in the battle of Antie
tam. In 1863, the. regiment was in the struggle near Fred
ericksburg, and was hotly engaged in the second and third 
days of the great battle of Gettysburg. With the army, the 
:fifteenth followed the rebels to Virginia, and endured all the 
hardships of the winter of ] 863-4. In the spring it went 
through the successive struggles in the Wilderness, and was 
reduced to a p~toqn. Our 1nen endured its hards~1ips and 
enjoyed its glory. 

Meantime the twenty-first regiment had not been idle. In 
1862 it was in the battles of Newbern, Bull Run No. 2, 
Chantilly, Antietam and Fredericksbm·o· where its losses 

o' 
were heavy. Marches, camp duties and battles :filled the 
long season with severe toj]s, and reduced greatly the num
ber of men in the ranks. The spring of 1863 found the 
regiment in I{entucky, and encrao·ed in the action at Blue 

- b b 

S~ngs. Transferred to Tennessee, it fought bravely at the 
siege of I{noxville, and performed brilli~nt service during 
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a.. 
the campaign. ~ In 1864 the twenty-first was moved to Vir-
ginia, where it fought at Spottsylvania, passed the James 
river, and was in the ~( .i\1ine." Twenty-three battles were 
fought under its flag. 

Not less arduous was tho service of the thirty-fourth 1:egi-~ ,) !.) 
ment, Col. Wells. It proceeded to Alexandria m-the---ftt-H- I 
6f 1862, where it was engaged in the duties of the camp, 
-and became eminent in drill. It was afterwards stationed 
.J:~~F~rVct. }~ 1863, was engaged in a~~ smnrt fight" 

nea-r=Eurryville, and escaped from the clutches of Early. In 
1864 the regiment was in nine battles, including New Market, .b. 
Piedmont, Winchester, Fisher's Hill, and the two eonfiicts 
at Cedar Creek. It was also at Battery Gregg, fighting to 
the last, and returned home 'vith a high reputation for all 
soldierly qualities. 

The fifty-third was a nine 1nonths regiment, but consider
ing the brevity of its term, did much hard work, and was 
exposed to danger . It performed long marches in Louisiana, 
in extremely hot weather, and was engaged in frequent skir
mishes and combats, as at Bayou Sara and · Brashear City. 
The l01ig contest before Port Hudson till the place surren
dered, July 9, witnessed the heroic devotion, and the fearful 
losses of tho regiment. In one assault, ffi the month ot: June, llftt:JS"'3 

the loss was very heavy. ~~Of the three hundred officers 
and men who went in, seven officers and seventy-nine men 
were killed and wounded." It was here that Capt. Edward 
R. Washburn received the wound that finally cost him his 
life. 

During all this time constant communication was kept up 
between the soidiers and their friends at home. Some were 
wounded, and returned to tell of the scenes in which they 
had been engaged. Some were killed, or died in the hospi
tal, and their remains were brought back to receive the hon
ors of sepulture in the family lot. These cases awakened 
universal sympathy. Letters were going back and forth by 
every opportunity. Frequent visits were made to the army 
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by relatives of the men, or by citizens deputed for the pur
pose. Boxes, barrels and packages, :filled with clothing, 
food and delicacies for the well and the sick, were sent to 
the front, or the hospital, or wherever the soldiers !!.light be 
found. 

To accomplish this work of patriotic kindness, money was 
raised by vote, contribution, subscription, fairs, entertain
ments, and the nimble needles of the ladies, who were un
failing in their efforts to cheer and sustain the defenders of 
the Union and the cause of freedom. 

Whenever the enlisted men left home for the field, if they 
went in squads, the occasion was one of marked interest; 
but less, certainly, than if they had gone in whole compa
nies. Quite a number belonged to different companies of 
the :fifteenth regiment, most of whom enlisted in the summer 
of 1861. Others joined at later dates. The names of those 
belohging to the :fifteenth are as follows. 

Alexander, Nathaniel, 
Balcom, Charles H., 
Copeland, Joseph, 
Cutler, George W., 
Cutler, Isaac N., 
Davidson, Thomas H., 
Ellis, Warren, 
Farnsworth, Frank H., 

Gray, James*-, ..JJ.# 
Green, Gilbert)(, IV, 
Horan, Fordyce, 
Hosley, Henry H. , 
Johnson, A. W., 
Kilburn, Sumner R., 
Kingsbury, Joseph W., 
Kittredge, Solomon, 

Lawrence, Willard R., 
Mann, George C., 
Moses, Robert R., 
Rugg, Henry H., 
Shea-a-,- Gee~., 
Turner, Luther G., 
'\Varner, James, <1 
Willard, Edwin. 11 

Four of our men enlisted in the sixteenth regiment, as fol
lows: 

Frank W. Barnes, George A. Barnes, George K. Richards and William 
Thompson. 

In the twenty-first regiment were the following men, the 
larger part of whom belonged to company E. 

Bigelow, William, ',' 
Burke, Jam.es, rz. 
Field, EdwJi:r , 4 
Fox, ·william L., 
Hardy, George H., 

'1.. 
Mahajt', Dennis, 
McQuill~n, Charles E., 
O.llis, Luke, 
P

t{. 
-e1rce, Frank E., 

Richards, Eben W., 

Robbins, William H . , 
Sawyer, Oliver B., 
Sinclair, Charles H., 
Whittemore, Woodbury 
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ENLISTED MEN.- LADIES' AID. 

The thirty-fourth regiment had tw1n'ty otle Lancaster men, 
nearly all of whom were in company H. Many of these en
listed on the last day of July, 1862 ; others in the following 
months. They were soon engaged in active warfare. These· 
are the names. 

Blood, Charles E., 
Brown, Jonas H., 
Burbank, Levi B., 
Chaplin, Solon W., 
Cobb, jVilliam L., 
C~burn,"George, 
DaJey, James, 

Damon, Daniel W. ,M 
Dillon, James, 
Fairbank.$ Francis H., 
Farnsworth, John A., 
Farnsworth, John E., 
Flagg, Charles B., 
Fuller, Edward M., 

Fury, Michael, 
Gray, Stephen W., 
Hunting, T. A. G., 
Matthews, D. W., 
Matthews, George W., 
Mellor, William H., 
Wise, John P. 

Here follow the names of those who enlisted in the fifty-
:} third.regiment, (nine months,) in the autumn of 1862. 

Albee, John G., 
Ayres, John C., 
Brooks, Walter A., 
Chalfee, George E., 
Chandler Frank V\T , 
Cutler, Henry A., 
Fisher, William H., 
Flagg, Albert, 
Frary, Oscar, 

Harriman, Harris C., 
Hills, Thomas A., 
Jackson, David W., 
James, John, 
Keyes, Stephen A., 
Moore, Joseph B., 
Nourse, Byron H., 
Nourse, Roscoe H., 
Patrick, G. Henry, 

Rice, Walter C., 
Rugg, Henry H., 
Rugg, James, 
Sawtell, Edwin, 
Turner, Walter S. H., 
Washburn, Edward R., 
Whitney, Edmund C., 
Wilder, Charles H. 

The soldiers who went singly, or by two or three at a 
time, will be remembered in the Roll, with their term of 
service. ~ rf. ;f-t¥ 

The following persons were drafted,,.. but furnished substi-· 
tutes, by payir1g $300 each. 

Brewer, Miron H., Harris, l~t=~mdqfcs~4h.. Humphrey, Horatio D., 
C_arter, 0. W., Hosmer, E. W., Stowe, Henry, 
Cutting, H. C., Howe, Eli E., Wilder, Charles L., jrr 
Dodge, George E. P., 

WORK FOR THE SOLDIERS BY LANCASTER WOMEN· 

Under this head will be arranrred a brief account of the 
0 

aid rendered by the women of this town, to the soldiers who 
went out from their homes, some of them never to return. 
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At :first there was no formal organization for this work, but 
the Ladies' Benevolent Society of the :first parish sent, pre
vious to September, 1862, the sum of $30 in money to sup
ply the soldiers of Lancaster with Bibles, and $53.67 cash 
to buy clothing and hospital supplies. In addition they sent 
two boxes of quilts, blankets, clothing, etc. 

The ladies of the Sewing Society connected with the Evan
gelical church sent two boxes of clothing, etc. Both socie
ties united in sending supplies of which there is no record. 

On the twenty-seventh of August, 1862, a Soldiers' Relief 
Association was formed by the ladies with the following 
officers. 

President, MRs. HARRIET W. WASHBURN. 
Vice-Presidents, Miss MARY ANDERSON, Miss MARY A. 

THAYER, M1ss MARY WHITNEY. 
Secretary and Treasurer, MISS ELIZABETH P. RussELL. 
The reports of the secretary and treasurer furnish the in

teresting facts which follow. The receipts of the society 
from all sources, during the :first year, were $301.26. All 
but $48.25 had been expended at the date of the first annual 
report, in the summer of 1863. 

"' As showing the activity of the Association, the following 
list of articles made by the ladies, during about nine months, 
is appended. 

Bed quilts, 19; sheets, 7; flannel shirts, 73; cotton shirts, 6i; drawers, 
20 pairs; flannel drawers, 4; socks, 139 pairs; dressing gowns, 17; hand
kerchiefs, 144; napkins, 260; towels, 66; pillows and cushions, 16; caps, 
27; shoes and moccasins, 20 pairs; rolls and bandages, 7 53; compresses, 
223; boxes of lint, 26; eye-shades, 43; arm-slings, 6. 

The above does not give an adequate idea of the work of 
the ladies in the time under review. The report of the sec
retary says : ~~by setting a value upon the articles sent out 
by our Association, and comparing it with the receipts in 
money, we shall gain some idea of the aid we have derived 
from the contributions of nwterial. We find that a moderate 
estimate of our ten boxes of garments, etc., gives us $477.70, 
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upwards of $200 more than the amount received in money. 
This estimate is not supposed to include the work, but only, 
or mainly, the material ; neither does it include the supplies 
of food and delicacies sent separately, as three barrels of dried 
apples; and five boxes of wines, jellies, fin·ina, etc., on which 
it is difficult to set a money value." Sixteen boxes, includ
ing one to the Christian Commission, were sent this year. 

The Association had now become interested in the Sanitary 
Commission, and made that organizati(~m, to some extent, the 
channel of its bounty. Its work was not remitted as time 
rolled on, and the necessities of the soldiers increased. In 
a report made after the battles of July, 1863, the secretary 
writes : ~~to many of us, the sufferings and privations of the 
soldier, have been brought home, within the last three months, 
in a sense never known before, while the sympathies of us 
all have been quickened anew. And as we listen with pride, 
again and again, to the story of the bravery and herois1n of 
our own Lancaster men, we can but feel kindled within us 
the desire to fulfill the part permitted us as faithfully." 

From this date the reports were 1nacle quarterly, and w~xe 
of such a nature and spirit that they would be read with in
terest now, if there were space for them in the~e pages. The 
hands of the women were as busy in the ln.tter years of the 
war as in the earlier. Comforts and delicacies went to the 
soldiers in a steady stream. The summing up at the close of 
the war, in the report of August 30, 18G5, is as follows. 

The amount raised by public entertainments nnd private dona-
tions, was $1,555.36. Of this amount, $1,185.30 ~t to the MM,. tUff~ 
Sanitary Commission, of which the Lancaster Association was ~ "'?,~«t. 
an nuxiliary. But boxes, jars and bnrrels went continually to "f.- ~ 
the soldiers. A partial valuation of the supplies sent in this 
manner, gives the sum of $2,271.50. ·Here are some of the 
items. Boxes nnd barrels of quilts, garments, etc., through 
the Sanitary Con1mission, 53; boxes of jellies, 7; barrels of 
apples, 2; do. of potatoes, 25; do. of dried apples, 5; do. 
of hooks and papers, 2 ; boxes of clothing, etc., to privato 



' t 

'702 HISTORY O:F LANCASTER. 

individuals for distribution, 5; and one box of clothing to 
.the Christian Commission. The contents of boxes and barrels 
ma_y be estimated from a few s2ecimens. Quilts, 76; draw
ers, 211 pairs; socks, 99 pairs; slippers, 130 pairs; hand
kerchiefs, 444. These are part of the articles made in a 
single year. In all these estimates there is no value set on 
the labor of the ladies, which at ordinary wages, would have 
made a large sum. The total amount raised by the ladies in 
money and in articles at a moderate valuation, except about 
-eighty-three dollars from gentlemen, by the hand of Mr . 
. Symmes, was $4,544.82. 

FREEDMEN'S AID SOCIETY. 

The above is a brief statement of the work done by the 
women of Lancaster to aid and comfort the soldiers. At the 
.dose of the war, there was in the treasury the sum of $370.10. 

The society was reorganized into a (( Society in Aid of the 
Freedmen," with the same officers, and the money on hand 
was given to the new society. J\1rs. Washburn, after faith
ful service, had resigned the office of president, and had been 
-succeeded by Mrs. Mary G. vVare. She retained the office 
in the new organization. 

There was an extraordinary interest felt for the newly en
Jranchised colored people, and great exertions were made to 
provide for their wants. The society operated in part as an 
·auxHiary, aud in part, directly through the agency of J\1iss 
Alilllill6 J. Knight. In reference to her the secretari s report 
-says : (( the society was so fortunate as to find among their own 
townswomen, a lady peculiarly fitted for the work by her own 
qualifications and attainments, and her heartfelt interest in 

·the cause. She taught for four years under the auspices of 
the society, and continued the work for nearly a year after 
independently of any organization." tif S:~~- S.c. 

The amount of money raised and expended by the society 
was $1,976.52, besides the balance from the soldiers' aid so
,dety, making $2,346.62. This money was raised in various 
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ways. Some came from donations; some from work, some 
from levees, concerts, readings and lectures. Among the lec
turers and readers were Mr. · Murdoo/C, the tragedian, Prof. 
William Russell, and Miss Anna U. Russell, Rev. A. E. 
Lawrence, Rev. Marcus Ames, Mr. Frank Fay and others. 
Mrs. Ware arranged a very pleasant entertainment at which 
the little colored girls in the State Industrial School sang 
many songs with great spirit. 

The money raised by the citizens for the benefit of the sol
diers, and for paying bounties, whether by voluntary subscrip
tion, or by the town in its corporate capacity, will be given on 
a following page . 

THE lWLL OF HONOR. 

In the following list of soldiers, the three years' regiments 
will be arranged according to number, and the names in each 
regiment will be placed alphabetically. Regiments of Mas
sachusetts volunteers will he placed first. The date of en
listment, and of discharge for whatever cause, will he stated 
in all known cases. The names and dates are derived from 
the~~ Record of the Massachusetts Volunteers,'' corrected from 
personal recollections of soldiers in some cases. The remarks 
are drawn chiefly from a most valuable record k~pt by Dr. 
J. L. S. Thompson, during the war; and in part from the 
·statements of surviving soldiers. ( N.n mention is made of ad- (·~- .J...u..... 
vancement in rank sin~e the close of the war j The decease (i::::__.~ :F(_ 
Df those who have died since the war, is stated in all cases ( f:; ~ 6-( ~ 
which have been reported . Every n1a,n is to be honored as ( ~~ ~ r 
a faithful soldier, unless otherwise reported. . 

FIFTEE~TH REGil\IENT. 

Alexander, Nathaniel; C; enlisted December 17, 1861. Termination 
of service by disability, October 15, 1862. Exposure rendered him unfit 
for duty, and after bein(T in several en(J'a(Tements, he was honorably dis-
charged. 40 yra. 

0 0 0 

Balcom, Charles H.; C; December 14, 1861; transferred to Veteran 
Reserve Corps, April 15, 1864. 3.3 r~· 
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Copeland, Joseph; D; ·April 29, 1864; transferred, July 27, 186t!, to ~ 
twentieth infantry. 21 'f4· 

Cutler, George W.; C; July 12, 1861; killed at Ball's Bluff, October 
21, 1861. He was one of £our brothers who entered the service of their 
country. Three of these .at l,e.a,.s.t gave their lives to the cause of freedom . .2..2. Y· 

Cutler, Isaac N., brother of the foregoing; C; July 12, 1861; disability, 
March 2-1, 18G3. He was wounded at Antietam through the ankle, and 
after being in several engagements, was h<;:morably discharged. ::.11 j 

2. Davidson, Thomas H.; A; July 12, 1861; disability,~' 1862. ~U}' 

3 

.r 

Ellis, ·warren; F; July 12, 1861; transferred to :v;. R.:l%, October 27,_ u.s s~.,_.......... .../> .. 
1863. ;,_~ ~ !,;.._ • . o 

Farnsworth, Frank
11
H.; C; July 12, 186~; killed at Fair Oaks, May 31, 

1862. He was a good soldier, and was in the battles of Ball's Bluff, York
town, Williamsburg and Fair Oaks. He was a young man of much prom
ise, and his early death was a serious loss to friends and acquaintances. 11;M 

Gray, James M.; C; July 12, 18G1; disability, February 11, 1863. !(,? 
~. 23 

w. J.' I 
Greent Gilbert 1:1,.; ~. ~ lea1 ned respeet.-itl: MI. Creefh-o 

Horan, Fordyce; A'; December 24, 1861. Enlisted in l 7J1;·t-ed States 
army, November 17, 1862. He died in the war. 2-tJ 

Hosley, Henry H.; C; July 12, 1861. Enlisted in United StA.f~!.army, 
7 November 12, 1862. Credited to Townsend in "Mass. Volunteers.'' IS' 

Johnson, Adelbert W.; C; July 12, 1861. Discharged at unknown· 
date. 23 

Kilburn, Sumner R.; C; February 18, 1864. He had enlisted from 
Sterling, July 12,1861. On re-enlisting he received a bounty of $325. 
He died of wounds, Jot~:"e 10, 18_64. He was in the battles of Ball's Bluff 

f{ and Fair Oaks; in the seven days fight on the Peninsula; at Antietam and 
Gettysburg, in eaeh of which battles he was wounded, but not severely. 
He was in the battle of Frederit:ksburg, ~t'w"' 0-a,y~. Kilburn 
was the only child of a widowed mother, and so exempt from service, but 
be readily volunteere'd, joined in all the trials, hardships and glory of the 
old fifteen tb, and gave his life for his country. I 8"' 

Kingsbury, Joseph \V.; A; Angnst 1,1861. Disability, ~ovember 27, 

1862. /8' 
ID Kittredge, Solomon; C; December 17, 18G1; May 1, 1862. ~1.. . 

Lawrence, "\Villard R.; C; July 12, 1861. Killed, October 21, 18Gl, at 
Ball's Bluff. He entered the service from a sense of duty, leaving a wife 
and two ehiltlrcn, one in addition, being born after his enlistment. He • 

Jl was killed by a ball in the~. Lawrence was a man of steady and in
dustrious habits, and was esteemed uy all his acquaintance. His wife 
and three young children were left as a sacred It>gaey for his country's . 
care and protection. .2. ~ 
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2 

Ayl 
Mann, George C.; F; July 12, 1861; expiration of service, July 28,1864. 'lt · 

j Moses, Robert R.; C; December 17, 1861; died of wounds October 5, 
1862. He was wounded in the battle of Antietam; the wound proved 
mortal. Mr. George W. Howe found him, gave him every care and atten-

I 

tion, and after his death had him decently buried. 

Rugg, Henry H.; C; July 12, 1861. Re-enlisted in the :fifty-third, and 
then in a three months regiment; wounded in the shoulder while swimming 
the river, after the battle of Ball's Bluff. 

J.?. Shean, George C.; C. Nothing farther is known of this soldier. 

i-1 

Turner, Luther G.; C; July 12, 1861; he was wounded at Ball's Bluff, 2. 3 
~ v. and died in consequence, November .t<-1, 1861, aged twenty-four years. 

(b) Warner, James G.; C; July 12, 1861. He was in .the battle at Ball's 
Bluff, was seen on the bank of the river, but never after; was probably 31 
shot while swimming the Potomac. He left a widowed mother wholly de
pendent on him tor support. 

Willard, Edw~ H.; C; July 12, 1861. Expiration of service, July ll 

28, 1864. 
SIXTEENTH REGIMENT. 

Barnes, Frank '\V.; enlisted, afterwards entered the navy; see under 
1 that head. ~.IV'~ ~ ~(,(.((:_ 

Barnes, George A.; C ~ corporal, July 2, 1861; was in battle, June 25, 
and also in all the battles during the seven days retreat in Virginia. He 
was wounded in the foot in t.he second battle of Bull Run, August 29,1862, 
and discharged for disability in the following October. !O.fff.z. 

Richards, George K.; C; November 25, 1861; transferred to V. R. C. 
August 11, 1863. He was engaged in the battle of Fair Oaks, and in the 
fighting of the seven days retreat; he was also in the battles of Fredericks
burg and Chancellorsville. 

Thompson, William; B; July 2, 1861. He was wounded at the battle 
of New Mar~., a musket ball entering by the side of his nose, pass
ing through his head, and making its exit at the back of the head. No 
one expected him to 1i ve, and when he plead for a chance in an ambulance 
he was told that he must die, and they could only take those not mortally 
wounded. He was left to die, and was reported as dead. But he lived 
and was transferred to Mass. Battery May 11, 1864. His term of service 
expired July 27, 1864. He has since died. 

NI ~ETEENTH REGIMENT. 

2..0 

Green, Frank W.; F; January 25, 1862; disability, Feb. 19, 1863. 2. 1 
1 [Credited also to Clinton.] 

TWENTIETH REGIMENT. 

Burdett, Thomas E.; D; September 4, 1861; expiration of service, _1.2 

September 14, 1864. 
45 

/ 
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.As.-s 
Moeglen~Louis;f.; A; August 29, 1861; disability, April29, 1862. He H 

·dW.d several years sinQe. 
1. ~ J 

TWENTY-FIRST REGIMENT. 

Bigelow, William. W. N othing ascertained. 
Burke, James E.; E; August 23, 1861. Killed at Chantilly, September 

1, 1862. He was ln the battles at Roanoke Island and Newbern, N. C., 
and in the battles before Richmond, Va., in 1862. He was a brave and 
noble soldier. He left a widow and three small children. 

Field, Edwin F.; E; August 23, 1861, sergeant; December 18, 1862, 
Z. second lieutenant. 

Fox, William L.; E; corporal, August 23, 1861. Re-enlisted, January 

2 9 

1, 1864. Bounty of $325. Supernumerary, September 24~ 1864. He took 17 
part in the battles of Roanoke, Newbern, Camden, second Bull Run, Chan
tilly, Fredericksburg and Knoxville, and was never seriously wou.nded. 

Hardy, George H . ; D; August 23,1861. Re-enlisted, January 1, 1864. 2J 
.3 [Credited also to Harvard and Leominster.] 

Mahar, Dennis; B; August 23, 1861. Disability, January 16, 1863. 2.1 

[Also credited to Clinton.] 

4- Macquillan, Charles E.; E; August 23, 1861. Transferred to U. S. to 
Cavalry, October 30, 1862. [Credited also to Worcester.] · 

.t Ollis, Luke; E; August 23, 1861. Transferred to U. S. Cavalry, Octo- 11 
ber 23, 1862. 

C Pierce, Frank E.; E; August 23,1861. Transferred to U.S. Cavalry, z.,, 
October 23, 1862~.v. 

7 

Richards, Eben~W.; E; August 23, 1861. Killed at Fredericksburg, 
3

.r 
December 13, 1862. He was engaged in nine battles, including Roanoke, 
Newbern, seven days before Richmond, and Fredericksburg. 

Robbins, William H.; A; A'ugust 23, 1861. Order War Department, 
August 11, 1862. He was constantly with his regiment and faithfully per- 3 't 
formed his duties. When the Bands were discharged he left the service. 

Sawyer, Oliver B.; E; August 23, 1861. Disability, June 30, 1862, 
2.../ being sick with small-pox. Recovering, he enlisted in the fortieth regi-

ment, company B, and became sergeant. 

Sinclair,~ St Cla-M, Charles H.; E; August 23, 1861. Killed at New- 2.J 
bern, March 14, 1862. [Credited also to Leominster.] 

.J W~ittemore, Woodbury; D; August 21, 1861, second lieutenant. March 3 2_ 

~~'first lieutenant. July 27, 1862, captain. Resigned, October 29, 
1862. 

TWENTY-TIIIRD REGIMENT. 

Lawrence, Sewell T.; H; October 5,1861. Disability, Augu5t 11,1862. 31 
[Credited also to Clinton.] 
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Sweet, Caleb W.; H; September 28, 1861. Re-enlisted, December 2, 
1863. Bounty of $325. Died of woun<ls, August 3, 1864, at Richmond. 2 j 
He was in the battles of Roanoke, Newbern, South West Creek, Kinston, 
Whitehall, Goldsboro, Wilcox Bridge. Finally he was wounded, taken 
prisoner and died, as above. 

TWENTY-EIGHTH REGIMENT. 

True, George H.; A; October 8, 1861. Discharged by order of War 2; 

Department, August 17, 1862. Member of regimental band. 

True, James G.; A; October 8, 1861. Discharged by order of ·war 2 S 
Department, August 17, 1862. Member of the band. Like the prece-
ding, he performed his duties faithfully, while in the service. 

TIIIRTY-FOURTH REGIMENT. 

Blood, Charles E.; H; December 19,1863. Transferred, June 14,1865, '2 
1 

to the twenty-fourth infantry. He was a faithful soldier, ready for every 
duty, and was engaged in several battles. 

Bridge, James A.; H; December 19, 1863; he was shot dead at New 'f 
Market, Va., May 15, 1864. 

Brown, Jonas H.; H; July 31, 1862; expiration of service, June 16, 
1865. He was a good soldier. 

1.7 
Burbank, Levi B.; H; July 31,1862. Disability, February 7, 1864. He 

was exempt from military duty by age, but determined to strike a blow for 
his country. After serving bravely and faithfully nearly two years, he was 
compelled by sickness to leave the army. 

f-1 

J 

Chaplin, Solon W.; corporal; H; July 31,1862. Killed June 5, 1864, .., '{ 
at Piedmont, Va. lie was a brave soldier, and was killed in battle. 

Cobb, William L.; II; July 18, 1862, second lieutenant; August 23, 
first lieutenant; February 18, 1865, captain. Cobb gave his whole atten
tion to duty. He was stationed at Washington a long time. ~ 
m~ad at IIarper';LEru:i~ he was wounded by a musket ball in the forehead. 

Coburn, George B; H; July 31, 1862. Discharged by order of War 
Department, May 16, 1865. He was in the battle at New Market, May, 
18 64, under Siegel. LJ:~~:M.e.PflrHm"DcHtre~>gi.Jn.en.t--w::rs-tili:l--!:7e&t~l.ll.<;L...tl:JJ 

~. 

Dailey, James; H; July 31,1862. Expiration of service, June 16,1865, 'S 

when he was at Fort LyoR, Va. A brave soldier and reckless of danger. 

Damon, Daniel M.; II; July 31, 1862, first sergeant. May 15, 1865, 
second lieutenant. Expiration of service, June 16, 1865. lie was in thir
teen battles in the valley of the Shenandoah, and elsewhere, was never 
wounded but was taken prisoner. His record is honorable. 

Day, Joseph N.; II; January 4, 1864. Transferred, June 14, 1865, to ., 2. 

the twenty-fourth infantry. \Vounded in the head. 
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J~ 
Dillon, James; H; July 31, 1862. Disability, April 7,1863. Died soon 2b 

after returning home . 

.... Fairbank$ Francis II.; H; July 31, 1862. Died at Salisbury, N.C., 
January 5, l865. He was first in the fifteenth regiment, was discharged, zc, 
and re-enlisted in the thirty-fourth. He was in several battles and was a 

good soldier. 
Farnsworth, George W.; H; January 4, 1864; order of War Depart

ment, June 8, 1865. Was shot near the right eye at the battle of Pied- fil 
mont. 

Farnsworth, John A.; H; July 30,1862. He was a good soldier through- f'l 
L out the war. 

Farnsworth, John E.; H; July 30, 1862; corporal; expiration of ser
vice, June 16, 1865. He was wounded in the leg in the battle of New ~~ 
Market. He was also in the battle of Winchester, and shot in the arm. 
He was also in the battle of Hatcher's Run, was at the surrender of Peters
bur(]' and at the surrender of Lee at Appomattox Court House. 

o' ~~ 
Flagg, Charles B.; A; June ..J-0', 1862, corporal; expiration of service, 

2.3 
June 16, 1865. He was in sev~ral battles, and was a .good soldier. 

9 C4..{~t:C<..t..•,_ 
Fulle:, Edward M.; F; August "'i-,.1862, lieat-en-a-n1T; March 21, 1864, ~ 

.f" Major in United States Colored Troops. His record as a soldier and offi
cer was highly honorable. 

31 
Fury, Michael; H; July$, 1862. He was wounued at the battle of 

Piedmont, August 5, 1864, and discharged at expiration of service, August 
16 

5, 1865. 

Gray, Stephen W.; H; July 31, 1862. Died April 2,1864, at Martins- Jo 
burg. Va. He was faithful to his duties. 

{, Hodgman, Oren; C; was a Lancaster man, also credited to Sterling, !9 
July 31, 1862; taken prisoner at New Market, and died at Charleston, S.C. 
0£ twenty-four taken prisoners at New Market, all but one died. 

Hunting, Thomas A. G.; H; July:M, 1862. He was in the battles of l.f-5 
Charleston, Va., New Marl<et and Piedmont, where he

1 
was wounded in 

the small of the back. Discharged for disability, Maj-;1865. 
A 

Matthews, David W.; H; September 18, 1863. He was engaged ·in L. s. 
several battles; was tr::~.nsferred, June 14, 1865, to the twenty-fourth. 

Matthews, George W.; H; September 18: 1863. Though but seventeen 
7 years old he was determined to serve his country. He was wounded in the 

leg at New Market, May, 1864; was taken prisoner in June, at Liberty, 'M 
W.Va. He was in the prisons at Richmond, Salisbmy, Charleston and 
Andersonville. Most of the time he was sick, starved and abused until 
his strength and courage almost deserted him. He had been wounded in 
the head, which added to his sufferinO's. At lenO'th he was paroled in 
December, 1864, and returned home. Being taken °with typhoid fever tl e 

r. 
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horrors of prison life were repeated in the delirium of fever. He was then 
sent to the military hospital at Worcester. George lived till November,~. 
18i6, but never was a well man. j 

1 
Mellor, -Gr Mil hw, William H. ; H; J u 1 y a!, 18 6 2 ; transferred, January 1 R' 

19, 1865, to Vetefn Reserve Corps. 

~ Sh~·y, Patrick; H; June 5, 1864; transferred, June 14,1865, to twenty- :_ 6 

.'0 

fourth infantry. 

Tisdale, Charles E; H; July 31, 1862; disability, January 8, 1863. 2u 

Turner, Horatio E.; F; August 2, 1862. Died at Andersonville, Sep- ~~ 

tember 8, 1864. [Also credited to Clinton.] 

/1 Wiley, George E.; H; January 1, 1864; transferred, June 14, 1865, to ,.._l. 

the twenty-fourth infantry. 

Willard, Henry W.; C; August 2, 1862; disability, .February 26, 1863. 

[Also credited to Le~t:;·J 
Wise, John P.; A; · 

3 1
, 1862; acted as company clerk; died at home, 2. f 

March lf-[1864. 

FIFTH REGIMENT.-NIN1: MONTHS . 

"'Vyman, Benjamin F.; E; September 16, 1862. He was in the battles 
23 

of Kinston, Whitehall and Goldsborough, and did his whole duty as a 
soldier. 

FORTY-SEVENTH REGIMENT.-NINE MONTHS. 

Weld, George D.; K; October 31, 1862. His comrades speak well of 4 4-

him as a soldier. 

FIFTY-FIRST REGIMENT.-NINE MONTHS. 

Nourse,. Frank E.; C.; September 25, 1862; expiration of service, July :_1 
27, 1863. 

Otis, Edwin A.; C; September 25, 1862, corporal ; expiration of ser- J y 
vice, July 27, 1863. 

r~ Plaisted, Simon M.; E; September 25, 1862; expiration of service, :_lf
J uly 27, 1863. [Also credited to "'iV orcester.J 

FIFTY-THIRD REGIMENT.-NINE MONTHS. 

Albee, John G. ; I; September 6, 1862. Ile was left sick at Algiers, 
La., in the advance of the army, April 8, 1863; subsequently sent to Bra- /J 
shear, convalescent, taken prisoner and paroled. lie reported to his com-
pany, August 11, 1863. I 1 , o,· -.:J (!fiL I.,_ G .!>'1.. St._,.,_..,. ,r. 

Ayres, John C. ; I; ~· 2-;--1:-StrB; c~, Oeteber 18-;-18-&2-;- He _ 
{/} reached the rank of first lieutenant, July . 2, 1863. He was with the com- lJ 

pany throughout the campaign. 

Brooks, Walter A.; I; September 6, 1862; corporal, January 22, 1863. 
2~ 

He was left in a feeble condition at Memphis, the regiment being on its 
passage homeward. His death occurred August 22, 1863. 
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ChaJI~e, George Edwin; I; September 6, 1862; was in hospital in New + 
Orleans and Algiers. lie was in the fight at Brashear, and taken prisoner. 3r 
Beincr released on parole, he returned to New Orleans. 

Ch
0

andler, Frank w·.; I; September 6, 1862. lie was necessarily left 
behind when the army moved up the Teche country, but rejoined his com- /i 
pany in time for the final assault on Port Hudson, although at that time 
hardly well enough to do active duty. 

Cutler, lienry A.; I; September 6, 1862. He was a faithful boy, and 
was with his company until sent to hospital from Port Hudson. His death }1 
occurred July 9,1863, at the age of 19. 

Fisher, William H.; I; September 6, 1862. lie was in the battle of 
Fort Brisland, April 13, 1863. Sent to hospital in New Orleans, where 1 

he continued until the regiment left for home. 

Flagg, Albert; K; October 17,1862. [Credited also to Sterling.] /f 
Frary, Oscar; I; September 6, 1862. Frary was a good and ~aithful 

soldier, constantly on duty, acting as cook a large part of the time in the Jo 
field. He died at Baton Rouge, July 28, 1863. 

Harriman, Harris C.; I; September 6, 1862. He was in the battle of , 
Fort Brisland, April 13, 1863, and in subsequent engagements at Port JJ 
Hudson, where he received a wound in the leg, June 14, 1863. 

Hills, Thomas Augustus; _tfseptember~1862. He was with the regi- 7_1 
2 ment till it returned, and was a faithful soldier, prompt to every duty. 

4-

Jackson, David W.; I; September 6, 1862. He was with his company 33 
during the whole campaign. 

James, .. Tohn; I; September 6, 1862. He was with his company until 
21 

the final assault on Port Hudson, after which he was sent to Baton Rouge 
on account of illness. 

Keyes, Stephen A.; K; September 6, 1862. Joined the Sterling com- !<! 
pany, but credited to Lancaster. lie was a good soldier, ready for any 
service. His death occurred on board ship, while returning home, and he 
was buried at sea off the coast of Florida. 

Moore, Joseph B.; I; September 6, 1862. lie was constantly with his J 
company, and probably was never off duty until wounded in the head, in ff 
the advance on Port Hudson, May 27, 1863. 

Nourse, Byron H.; I; September G, 1862. He was promoted to the rank Lfl.. 
of first sergeant, January 22, 1863. 

Nourse, Roscoe H.; I; September 6, 1862. He was one of the company Z :2. 
drummers, and did duty in the drum corps. 

5" Patrick, G. Henry; I; September 6, 1862. He was incapacitated to do 11 
duty most of the time on account of disea-se. 

Rice, Walter C., I; aged 45; September 6, 1862. He was company cook 4~ 

I 
\ .. : 
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for a time; then for a short period in the ranks; afterwards detailed as 
nurse and hospital attendant, in charge of the regimental surgeon. 

Rugg, Henry H.; · September G, 1862. [See under fifteenth regiment.] t1 

Rugg, James; K; September 6, 186 2. He served faithfully till the ter
mination of his enlistment, and suffered much in marching as well as in ~
engagements. 

Sawtell, Edwin; I; September G, 1862. He was in active service, l 
sometime; then detailed in the hospital department under the direction of ~ 
the hospital surgeon. 

Turner, WalterS. H.; I; September 6,1862. He was on duty through
out the campaign, and was in all the marches and battles in which the 
company was engaged. 

Washburn, Edward R.; I; September 1, 1862; first lieutenant; he was 
promoted as captain, November 8, 1862. The upper part of his left thigh 
was fractured by a musket ball and buck shot in the assault on Port Hudson, 
June 14, 1863. The bone was much shattered; but his courage did not ._(, 
fail, and he resolutely determined to preserve his limb and his own life. 
Notwithstanding the great heat of July, he succeeded, and was finally con
veyed to his home in Lancaster, where he, to all appearance, fully recover
ed, with about one inch shortening of the limb. His life was doubtless 
prolonged by his own resolution, for, says Dr. Thompson, "if he had 
doubted," he would soon have died. The wound, however, proved too 
serious for human skill or will . In August, 1864, he began to have trouble 
with his limb, this increased, abscess formed, irritative fever supervened, 
and he died at his mother's residence, September 5, 1864. He was a brave 
and noble officer, kind and attentive to his men, and ever commanded the 
respect and esteem of his company, associates and friends. 

Whitney, Edmund C. ; I; September 6, 1862; corporal October 18. 
He was detailed for service in commissary department on board ship L_b 

7 Monteb~llo, December 16; reported for duty March 16,1863; promotedser
geant-iR.J~ ~00-li~tttr, A~-St--lB,-1:-8-6-3-:- He was in the 
battles of Fort Brisland and Port Hudson. 

~~ 

Many of the following were strangers to the town, but 
were hired by the committee of the town to :fill the quota. 

A- SECOND MASSACHUSETTS CAVALRY.- Goodwin, John. 

THIRD MASSACHUSETTS CA YALRY.- Bergman, Albert. 

SECOND "GN-rffii INFANTRY.- Clinton, Joseph; Zahn, Peter. 

"FIF'l'Ii:ll:~TTH ttlife=N- UTF 4 NT:&~Gopela.n.d, Jes-e-ph. su- f!"r-.1 2alt:: 
. ~ 

TWENTY-SixTII {JmoN INFANTRY.- Souvenir, Charles L. S.v-1f-~doh.7ol .2.' lutf 
TWENTY-EIGHTH lJNWN INFANTRY.- Smith, John. du. 2 ~~~~ '. 
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SLt- THIRTY-THIRD~ INFANTRY.- Dupee, John. 

S"u.. THIRTY-l!,IFTH~&N lNFANTRY.-Krum,John; Ma~ ;Pierre, 
Edward; Watson G~ttrg.e. · 

Su.. FIFTY-SEVENTH -~~ INFANTRY.-Leroy, Frank B.;~; . 
Sykes, Edwin . . 

FIRST YNION CAVALRY.-Washburn, Col. Francis. [Seenextchapter.J 

. s.._. SECOND UNrtffi' CA v ALRY.-Bell, John ; Coyle, John ; Langley, James; 
Monyer, John; Ross, '\V'illiam. 

a.. ELEVENTH BATTERY.- Fox, Thomas; Toolef, John; Yaldt;Johft.~ 

], THIRTEENTH BATTERY.- Davis, George W.; Smith, "\Villiam. · 

SECOND HJ~AVY ARTILLERY.- Kern, John; l\{iller, Frank; Neu, 
e Louis; ~Paeey' DMiEl y, f\ --€~ ro. Wi.utw ~C- 2.. .... 1~;, 
a THIRD HEAVY ARTILLERY.-McCarron, William. 

e t&IMEER CoRP~ Elde1\. Henry H. 
S(rt.l!-1.. ,.. 

RECRUITS. 

8eve:Pal, if H:6t all,-o the fellewi~d served faithfttlly, 
bat re enli~ied:- . 1,1!Lt a 7~ e. .i~ ~ r -

Blood, Charles E.; Bridge, James A.; Day, Joseph N.; Farnsworth, 
George W.; Haynes, John C.; Ollis, John; Parker, Leonard H.; Sh~ir¢y, 
Patrick; Wilder, J. Prescott; Wiley, George E.; Verett, John. /, 

UNITED STATES NAVY. 

Barnes, Frank Wallace. Having enlisted among the volunteers, and 
not finding immediate service. Barnes entered the navy, and was in active 
service about one year. He sailed with Capt. Harrison, in the Minnesota, 
to Hampton Roads, 1862, blockading; off Wilmingtou, 1863. 

Gould, John. Nothing has been learned of the service rendered by 
Gould. 

Mackrill, Ephraim, like his brother, in the following notice, was faith
ful to the flj!.g of his country, and encountered perils in her service. 

Mackrilf,'William. Shipped August 12, 1862, ·at Charlestown, on gun
boat Isaac P. Smith, Capt. Conover. Captured in Stone River, S. C., 
February 1, 1863, when nine were killed and twenty-five wounded. He 
was in prison at Charleston and Richmond till March 1 ; sent to Norfolk 
hospital, and discharged, August 13, 1863. ~w~ 

DRAFTED MEN WHO FURNISHED SUBSTITUTES. 

Brewer, Miron H.; Carter, 0. W.; Cutting, H. C.; Dodge, George E. P.; 
Harris. Josiah: Hosmer, E. W.; Howe, Eli E.; Humphrey, Horatio D.; 
Stowe, Henry; Wilder, Charles L. jr. 
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STATE RECRUITS. 

There were five of these men credited to Lancaster in the 
navy, and two in the regular army. Their names and resi
dences are not known .. 

The names of the following soldiers are found in the rolls 
of regiments belonging to other states, but they belonged to 
Lancaster, made a part of its quota, and did honor to the 
town. f)S-rt:! 

'I'HIR'f'EEil''f'II ILLINOIS REGIMENT. 

Nourse, Henry S., October 23, 1861, joined the fifty-fifth Illinois volun
teers, and at the outset acted as regimental clerk and drillmaster. Here 
follows his subsequent record. Jdarch 1, 1862, adjutant of the regiment; 
commissioned as captain company,.:& to elate from December 19, 1862. The 
regiment was one of those composing Gen. W. T. Sherman's original 
division, and/ attached to the fifteenth army corps, followed his fortunes 
during the war. It was engaged in over forty battles and skirmishes, and 

'in the sieges of Corinth, Vicksburg, Jackson, Atlanta and Savannah. It 
first met the enemy in battle at Shiloh, April 6 and 7, 1862, and out of 
six hundred. and fifty men actually engaged, the regiment lost two hundred 
and seventy-three by casualties of war; eighty were killed or mortally 
wounded in the battle. Eight officers were wounded and two killed, out . 
of a total of thirty-six. Lf:::.rr~4~ £1-.~- ~....._.__"f....v-) 

The more important battle experiences of~]Nourse, after Shiloh, 
wete the following. Battle of Russel's House; Siege of Corinth; battles 
and assaults about Chickasaw Bayou, in 1862._, These in 1863 : battle of 
Arkansas Po~; Champio~s I-Iill; assault upon Fort Pemberton ; general 
assault upon works at Vicksburg; siege of Vicksburg; siege of Jackson; 
battle of Mission Ridge; Chattanooga. In 1864 were the following actions. 
June 27, assault upon fortifications at Kenesaw Mountain. After this 
date he was acttng Major, the commanding officer having been killed in 
action. Battle of Atlanta ; Ezra Chapel ; assault upon fortified picket line 
before Atlanta; siege of At.lanta; battle of Jonesboro. After this he was 
seni·or officer commandino- the reo-iment. March throua-h Georgia; assault 
upon Fort McAllister; siege and capture of Savannah~ Nme• l•er/4, ap- Ocl;;t....- 2~ 1"1t
pointed commissary of musters, seventeenth army corps. 

In the early part of 1865 the army marched northward, and on the 
twentieth of March fouo-ht its last battle at Bentonville, N.C. After the 
surrender of Lee, rathe; than be mustered in as Lieut.-Colonel, and return 
to Illinois, Mr. Nourse came directly home, his term of service having ex-

'pired a month before. Thus terminated a military career full of most 
faithful and honorable service. Ji, ... ;? .. 11 17-..<V>..c4-.. ... M- S 3 n -.J-AA 
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s.s'! 
Thurston, George L., captain of company B, ~ Illinois volun-

teers. Thurston in his boyhood had great fondness and aptitude for the 
military. He was captain of a company of his playmates. In after years 
he belonged to various military organizations; among others, the Boston 
Tigers. He was captain of the Clinton company when he left Lancaster 
for Chicago a short time before the war. By desire of Col. David Stuart 
he was appointed adjutant of the Illinois fifty-fifth, October 31,1861. On 
the first of March, 1862, he was appointed captain. Nothing less than the 
purest patriotism influenced him to enter the army, for his health was very 
frail, and a wife anJ. young child claimed his care and support. At Shiloh, 
on the first clay, his company, advanced as skirmishersl met the first onset 
of the enemy, and checked their advance so as to enable the regiment to 
occupy a strong position, whence the overwhelming forces of the rebels did 
not drive it until ammunition failed and night came on to cover the combat
ants. Capt. Thurston, far from well, led his company through the day, 
and lay with his men on the field through the drenching rain of the night. 
He was at the head of his command the next morning, but fatigue, expo
sure. and the loss of food and sleep during thirty hours wert too much for 
his feeble frame, though his will remained undaunted. He was seen to 
stagger, and was helped fainting to the rear. From this shock he never 
recovered, but remained with his regiment until he received leave of ab
sence from Gen. Grant, July 1, 1862, given on surgeon's cerWicate "that 
such absence is necessary to save his life." His comrades feared he would 
never reach the North alive. Arriving in Chicago, the tender care of 
friends gave him strength to reach home at last, where he gradually sank 
and ended his warfare, December 15, 1862. The foregoing has been chiefly 
made up from notes by his friend, Mr. Nourse. It should be added that 
captain Thurston was not only held in high esteem by his friends, \mt that 
feeling tributes to his memory came from different organizations 'of which 
he was a highly respected member. 

EIGIITH NEW HAMPSHIRE.- Bancroft, Frank C. 

t. THIRTEENTH NEw HAMPSHIRE.- Carr, William D. 
3 ELEVENTH RHODE IsLAND.- Wiley, Charles T. 

SIXTIETH NEW YORK.- Kelley, Martin. 

~ NEw YoRK TAMMANY.-Finnesay, James. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Thomas A. G. Hunting had two sons in the war. As the family moved 
into Lancaster about the time of the outbreak of the rebellion, the sons _ 
seem not to have been properly recognized in this town, or the town from 
which they came. One of these was Joseph W. Hunting, aged 22, who 
enlisted in company B, sixteenth regiment, July 2, 1861. He left at the 
expiration of his term of service, July 27, 1864. Since died. 
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SOLDIERS WHO DIED IN THE WAR. 715 

Albert ~Hunting, aged 19, company B, sixteenth regiment; enlisted 
July 2, 1861. He was killed at Fair Oaks, June 25, 1862. [Both credit
ed to Holliston, also.] 

Henry T. Taylor, company A, fifteenth regiment; enlisted July 12, 
1861. Disability, April 25, 1862. His eyesight was injured by a bursting 
shell which filled his face with earth. He was in the battle at Ball's Bluff, 
and swam the river. [Credited to Leominster.] 

The following names are on the marble tablet at the rear 
of the Library Room in Memorial Hall. The date of the 
decease and the age of each soldier are given. 

GEORGE WRIGHT CUTLER, OCTOBER 21, 1861. 23. 

INI'-\_1\RDw~ RAYMOND LAWRENCE, OCTOBER21, 1861. 28. 

JAMES GARDNER WARNER, OCTOBER 21, 1861. 31. 

GERRY. LUTHER e-RA¥ TURNER, NOVEMBER 1, 1861. 24. 

FRANKLIN IIA 'VKES FARNSWORTH, MAY 31, 1862. 19. 

JAMES BURKE, SEPTEMBER 1, 1862. 26. 

ROBERT ROBERTS MOSES, OCTOBER 3, 1862. 26. 

EBENEZER WATERS RICHARDS, DECEMBER 13, 1862. 37, 

GEORGE LEE THURSTON, DECEMBER 15, 1862. 31. 

" HENRY MAYNARD PUTNEY, APRIL 2f, 1863. 20. 

DAVID WILDER JONES, MAY 3, 1863. 46. 

JAMES DILLON, MAY 10, 1863. 26. 

CHARLES TIMOTHY FAIRBANKS, JUNE 19, 1863. 27: 

HENRY ALBERT CUTLER, JULY _t 1863. 19. 

OSCAR FRARY, JULY 28, 1863. 27. 

STEPHEN ADAMS KEYES, AUGUST 10, 1863. 19. 

WALTER ANDREvV BROOKS, AUGUST 22, 1863. :00. 2~ 

JOHN PATRICK WISE, MARCH 15, 1864. 19. 

JOHN CHICKERING HAYNES, MARCH 19, 1864. 30, 

STEPHEN vVESLEY GRAY, APRIL 4, 1864. 32. 

JAMES ANDREW BRIDGE, MAY 15, 1864. 21. 

HENRY JACKSON PARKER, MAY 15, 1864. 28. 

SUMNER RUSSELL KILBURN, MAY 16, 1864. 2L 

SOLON WHITING CHAPLIN, JUNE 5, 1864. 40. 

WILLIAM DUSTIN CARR, JUNE 20, 1864. 40. 

SAMUEL MIRICK BOWMAN, JULY 26, 1864. 28. 

CALEB WOOD SWEET, AUGUST 3, 1864. 23. 

EDWARD RICHMOND WASHBURN, SEPTEMBER 5, 1864. ~8. 

HORATIO ELISHA TURNER, SEPTEMBER 8, 1864. 20. 
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·wiLLIAM SCHUMACHER, SEPTEMBER 13, 1864:. 22. 

FH.EDERICK FOH.DYCE NOUH.SE, SEPTEMBER 13, 1864:. 22. 

GEORGE WALTON DIVOLL, REPTEMBER 21 , 1864:. 37. 
~ ~ l;.;,.t.M..w --~-

JOHN LOUIS MOEGLIN, SEPTEMBEH. 28, 186-4:. 53. 

OREN HODGMAN, SEPTEMBER 30, 1864:. 21. 

LUKE OLLIS, OCTOBER 13. 1864:. 21. .,_ . 
. 3 '~ k. . .lNl<r< ...... ""A' /.J~ 

FORDYCE HOH.AN, NOVEMBER 9, 1864:. 21. 

FH.ANCIS HENRY FAIRBANKS, JANUARY 4, 1865. 30. 

EDWAH.D RUSSELL JOSLYN, APRIL 10, 1865. 21. 

FH.ANCIS W .ASHBURN, APRIL 22, 1865. 26. 

The above is a brief and imperfect sketch of the services 
of the Lancaster volunteers engaged in suppressing rebellion, 
and making liberty the right of every p·erson born or living 
in the United States. No one can regret the defects and 

116 G.. +- ( omissions so much as the author, as no one else can have any 
adequate idea of the difficulties which must be encountered, 
and the labor and pains expended in trying to make the re
sult approach to accuracy and fairness. The soldiers were 
actuated by a patriotic spirit, they endured almost incredible 
hardships, and they achieved grand results. Many gave their 
lives for the cause in which they were engaged ; many more 
received wounds or suffered disabilities fi·om which they never 
recovered, and all, with exceptions too few to be noticed, 
marched under the flag until their duty was done. They are 
held in honor, and their names will go down to distant gen
erations us the heroes of the greut era of union and freedom. 

THE COST OF THE WAR. 

Under this head will be included the sums expended by 
the town, and by citizens of the town, in carrying on the war 
from the beginning to the end. The statement will embrace 
bounties, state aid to volunteers and their families, military 
expenses, and voluntary subscriptions to supply arms, cloth
ing, and many things conducive to the health and comfort of 
soldiers in camp or in the field. The total amount found in 
the books of the selectmen from 1861 to 1866, is eighteen 
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thousand seven hunch·ed and nineteen dollars and seventy 
cents. This includes two thousand dollars which was reim

. bursed to citizens who had subscribed that sum for war pur
poses. 

The amount raised by the men of the town, by subscrip
tion, exclusive of the above sum reimbursed, is believed by 
those who were conversant with matters at the time, to have 
been between two thousand five hundred and three thousand 
dollars. These an1o~nts are generally understated, because 
many gifts are made to soldiers which are never reported. It 
will be safe to say three thousand dollars. To this must be 
added the .benefactions of the ladies, which, as we have seen 
were four thousand five hundred and forty-four dollars and 
eighty-two cents. Putting the whole in figures, the statement 
is as follows. 

Expenses paid by the town, 
Contributions by citizens, mostly in money, 
Gifts by the ladies, 

Total, 

$18,719 70 
3,000 00 
4,544 82 

$26,264 52 

The money and other valuables given by the ladies for the· 
benefit of the Freedmen,~ not included in this statement .. -

What was done by the town and by individuals in honor 
of the soldiers, in the erection of Memorial Hall, has been 
recited already. Since the war closed, the town has been 

. paying, annually, five hundred dollars, n1ore or less, as state 
aid to the families of soldiers. This is really a town charge, 
because the state treasury is replenished by the taxes of the· 
town. In addition, the people of this town, ever since the 
outbreak of the rebellion, have been paying their proportion. 
of the interest on the public debt, either through the internal 
revenue or the custom house. The amount is large, though 
it cannot be accurately stated. With a great price was our· 
national unity, and the freedom of all our people secured,. 
but the cost, in money, was but a trifle in comparison with 
their worth. 
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DEATH OF PRESIDENT LINCOL T . 

Just as the nation was beginning to rejoice in the prospect 
.of the immediate suppression of the rebellion, came the over
whelming intelligence that Abraham Lincoln had been assas
sinated. Never was a people so suddenly and cruelly turned 
from the height of joy to the depth of grief. The people of 
Lancaster shared in the generh.l sorrow, and joined in the 
services of the national day of fasting, and the universal 
funeral solemnities, at the times fixed by national authority. 
The town also in its corporate capacity put on record its 
sense of the great calamity. At a legal meeting held May 
20, 1865, the Rev. Mr. Bartol offered a series of resolutions, 
tw~ of which were as follows. -,.._ 

((Whereas, on the fifteenth day of April, 1865, Abraham 
Lincoln, the venerated and beloved president of the United 
States, was by an assassin, suddenly assaulted and slain, the 
blow by which he fell being aimed not only at his life, but, 
through him, at the life of the nation : 

((Therefore, we, the citizens of Lancaster, assembled ac
cording to warrant, in our usual place of public meeting, for 
the purpose of expressing our sense of this calamity to us 
in common with all the people of the land in which we live, 
do hereby declare that while we recognize in this event an 
appaling crime which has :filled us with a grief, astonishment 
:and indignation we cannot describe, we also acknowledge it 
to be one of those visitations permitted by the Supreme 
Disposer, before which we bow in awe, with the prayer tha~ 
it be overruled to the good of our whole country. -1-- -r... ~ :\ 

((Resolved, that in recording our tdbute to the memory of 
the late president with profound sorrow for his loss, we do 
all, beyond all party prepossessions, own and bless in him 
an unselfishness of disposition and singleness of purpose, a 
gentleness, humanity and benevolence under great provoca
tion, with an honesty of intention, an ardent patriotism, a 
fidelity to duty, and a growing mastery of the circumstances 

'I 







GENERAL GRIEF. 719 

of his position, which enabled him, with the blessing and fa
vor of God, to fulfill and bring to a successful completion, a 
work almost unprecedented for difficulty; that in his remo
val at the moment in which his labors were being crowned 
with the triumph of the national authority and the evident 
approach of the blessings of peace, we see the completion of 
a career which the nation will ever look back to with thank-
fulness, and hold in tender and niffectionate remembrance." ;c. " r ;--. 

( The meeting was fully attended, and the resolutions were 
adopted with entire and emphatic unanimity, while solemnity 
and sadness sat on every countenance. What was expressed 
in public meeting, was felt in every home and heart through
o,ut the town. The common grief added a new fervor to the 
services of the sanctuary on the Sabbath, and inspired the 
people to look, in the day of their calamity, to the God of 
theh· fathers. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

W ALKS ~\.BOUT TOWN. 

THE design of this chapter is to gather up some items of 
interest which could not be easily interwoven with the pre
ceding narrative. The subjects will be partly biographical 
and partly genealogical, with such anecdotes and incidents 
as may be associated with places and persons. 

Before proceeding, attention will be called to a point or 
two of some interest, such as the distribution of the early 
families in the town, and the incoming of persons of foreign 
birth . during the last thirty years. 

It might be supposed, at :first thought, that the members . 
of a family whose ancestors came into the town more than 
two hundred years ago, would be, by degrees, dispersed 
over the township ; but this seldom appears to be the fact. 
The children live near the old homestead, or remove to other 
towns or states. The odginal proprietors of Lancaster ob
tained six ffi? seven divisions of land, by lot, and in time, 
these fell to their children, but in most cases the children 
took the lots which lay in the towns which have been formed 
out of the mother town. Within the limits of the town, the 
families generally have been confined to narrow sections. 
For example, Major Willard had his home on what may 
well be called Willard Avenue, when~ Se"~ll Day non lives. 

. S Jo.,. ...... z~ . H1s grandson amuel eeeutned-.tlw .~ s1te, and probably 
~ R.Pv. 

built the .pr~sent house".· ·Three of Col. Samuel's sons lived 
on the avenue, one of whom, Col. Abijah, lived in the same 
house, as did his son, Samuel, and daughter, ~~Irs. Goodhue. 
The descendants of Henry Willard, son of the Major, have 
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LOCATION OF EARLY FAMILIES. 721 

lived on the Harvard road, from the place of Warren Willard! 
towards Still river bridge, and in the northeast corner of the·· 
town, more than a hundred and :fifty years ; but none of the 
name, so far as appears in records and on old maps, have 
ever lived in other parts of th~i?.'¥~1. · 

Thomas "\Vilder bought the~ place in the middle· J~j &~ 
of the eastern base of George hill, and resided there. Two Jt} { ~ 
of his sons had homes on the Old Common, and a few de- M _ ~;:;,:.;~..t.t 
scendants have lived in the southeastern part of the Center,~ ~"'-<:.~ 
but the Wilder family has been mainly confined to George L ~ ~~ ~ 
hill, which they almost peopled, at one time, and the south-l<~ ~ ~~ 
ern part of Clinton. A few have lived in South Lancaster. It;_ ~ ~CC:.7 

John Prescott's descendants held the old place in South ~ 

Lancaster, through several generations, but what is now 
Clinton soon became his headquarters, nor has the family, 
unless in rare instances, been found in other parts of the 
town. The same has been true of the Sawyers, who early 0 

intermarried with the Prescotts. The Sawyers took a bend 
towards Doers Horns as well as Clinton. Here and there r~~w 
one may have purchased in other localities, as the late Ezra~ -a ~ ~ • 

Sawyer, father of Hon. Edmund Sawyer, of Easthampton, ~~0J 
whose home was next to the Center railroad station. The ::::U -: 
Fairbank family, also connected by marriage, with that of Pv1 ~ -
John Prescott, took a similar direction. The name is not 
found, with few exceptions, in any other part of the town. 

The Rugg family has been located more widely. The first 
of the name had a lot in South Lancaster[ near wheie Aifred! x 

~) and some of the descendants have been in 
the neighborhoo~l till recent times. Others have lived on 
George hill, and on the Greenway road, and several families 
have had their homes on the pleasant plain east of Canoe 
brook, and both sides of the upper end of Ponakin brook. 
The Carter and Fletcher families once occupied nearly all 
of George hill north of the road which goes over the hill 
from the brick school-house, and some of them lived on 
that roa<.l, where they were wedged in by Wildm·s; but 
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neither of these families have lived, to any great extent, in the 
Center, the Old Common, the North Village, or the northern 
section of the town. They slid down hill, gradually, to 
South Lancaster and Clinton. Dr. Carter lived at the pres
ent town farm, and Sew~ll Carter kept store in the North 
Village, as _ J oscph and Gardner Wilder lived on Ballard 
hill, but these were exceptions to a general fact. In like 
manner, the Phelps, vVyman, Whitney, Damon, Farwell and 
other families, have been confined, to a great extent, to the 
vicinity of their original homestead. 

The Houghton family is a noticeable example. Ralph 
Houghton held nearly all the land between Willard avenue 
and the new road from the Orthodox church to the Neck 
road or Eastern avenue; but this estate went into the hands 
of the Glazier family. John Houghton,- his eousia, live-d on 
t~~Eldoc hill in Boltorr, but moved to 
the Old Common, where his family resided during one or 
two generations. Neither branch of the family spread in 
Lancaster, with here and there an exception. The Hough
tons now living here,-Silas and Edward-of the same old 
stock, came from other towns. Cases might be multiplied, 
but these are sufficient to exemplify a general fact. 

In regard to in-coming of persons of foreign birth, it may 
be said that some of this class have come hither in every 
generation, not only from Great Britain and Ireland, but 
from Canada, France and Germany. The number, however, 
was small previous to about thirty years ago, when the build
ing of the Worcester and Nashua railroad brought many 
upon the line as laborers, sonw of whom chose to abide here. 
Since then there has been a considerable increase of this 
class of our population. The onportunity to work in the 
factories, mills and shops at PonAkin, South Lancaster and 
Clinton, has also induced others to come hither, some of 
whom have become permanent residents and industrious 
citizens. 
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FOHEIGN-BORN FAMILIES. 723 

In 1855, when Dea. Charles Wyman took the census of 
the town, under the state law, he reported the whole popu
lation to be 1729. Of these 814 were males and 915 were 
females. Those of foreign birth were 248, or a little more 
than one in seven. About 194 of the foreign born were 
from Ireland, and the remaining 54, were from several coun
tries. 

On the list of voters in the town, in the autumn of 1878, 
were the names of three hundred and seventy-five men. 
About sixty of these were foreign born, something less 
than one in six of all the voters. Not far fi·om fifty of these 
voters are from Ireland, and the remaining ten or t\velve 
are of other nationalities. 

Judging from the number of male heads of families the 
increase has not been large in proportion in thirty-three 
years; but one or two facts should be noted. By the cessa
tion of business at Ponakin and South Lancaster mills, there 
has been a decrease of foreign-born f~tmilies, within a few 
years past. The other fact, and a nwst significant one is 
this. The children of foreign-born parents are numerous. 
In the two northern schools, Nos. 1 and 3, n~'trly all the 
children are of An1erican parentage. All the other schools 
have a large infusion of the foreign-parentage element. In 
No. 7, or George hill school, not far from one-half belong 
to either class. At South Lancaster the primary school has 
had a large majority of children of Irish, French and other 
foreign parentage, several terms, within a few years past. 
In the upper room the division is more nearly even. At 
Deers Horns, the aggregate of children fi·~m Scotch, French 
and Irish parents includes the larger part of the school. In 
the primary and grammar schools at the Center the number 
of each class is about even. In the high school the number 
of foreign-born parentage is not far from one-fifth; but the 
proportion is constantly increasing. However, t.he scholars 
in all our schools are, almost without exception, natives of 
the soil, and heirs to all the blessings of our unrivalled privi-
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leges of industry, education, liberty and religion. This Is 
H their own, their native land," and as they advance io man
hood, they may be relied upon to defend it against all foreign 

foes. 

SOUTH LANCASTER. 

In walking about town we will come first. to the Prescott 
place, because this was the home and place of business of 
the first permanent settler. This point should be fi~ed, as 

'Juri-.~ Jw ~.e4here is sQ_me c·onfusi.Qn .a.bout .it even in the ~inds of those 
M ....:._, .li...v~ ·who are somewhat familiar w1th our early history. After 
L -~ John Prescott bo_gg!1t o~t the ((trucking-house" business of 
~~,_f._ .. ., Mr. King, the vVatertown tra.der, he put up .a store some-
~""- £.....4 ~~_.. . where near the corner of Mrs. '-'Tare's yard 1n South Lan..: 
i;::J~ -:,1~ caster. '-'There was the precise spot? On the supposition 

that the north and south road wns then located as it now runs, 
some take it for granted that the store was either on the cor
ner of the lot of Mrs. Ware, or across the road, near the 
corner of the lawn of Mrs. Fay. But the first road was west 
of the house of Mrs. Ware, and west of the ravine behind 

:f:!:.r1 f;;:,);;j.~her house. According to Willard, the store was aYfew rods 
~ ;:;:}sL~ ~northwestf' of the house. This would place it about half 

. t , ~ oJ-t- way from Mrs. Ware's house to the house occupied by Will
··Jl.a ··~ 1'- t 9'.n L iam A. Kilbourn. It was at the corner made by the road 
::f:S0.;:::;;.~ running northwest from Mrs. Ware's, intersecting the road 
~~ ~~~"'":' exten~ing towards t?e Center. The last road ran along the 
Jt:<.ur~Jr> ~':""""':'<.YL..Iv west s1de of the ravme some forty rods, then descended the 
ft., ~....tt~ s...~Lc;; h'll d h · d J{...tt..~ wa.~ . 1 , crosse t e ravine, an ascended near the house of Al-

'ho fl.A<"-4........ ~ 

lUI.. ,J.j_...~I!J.J.k 

~~~ ....... 

~~~~ o.U--~ 
J.Lvvu) IN'. ~J 
u0L-wL.-~~ 
~~~~ 

fred Heald. In a winding way it passed the ((minister's gar
rison," and reached the river about twenty rods up the stream, 
northwest of the Sprague bridge. It is not easy to locate 
Prescott's house, but there is reason to believe that it stood on 
the east side of the ravine, because we know that he lived east 
of the road. He owned the lot on the west as well as on" the 
east side of the road, but that on the west was soon sold to 
another man. His own home was on the east ranO'e of lots, 
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and next south of John Moor on the north. Thomas Sawyer 
was next south of Prescott's home lot, the Qa~~ and west 1 oa:d. 
.pmming betwes.u. This being settled, the most convenient 
place for Prescott to live would be on the lot of ~irs. Ware. 
It would be near the store; mor:eover, his blacksmith shop, 
where his son Jonathan is known to have worked, was on 
Frederick Chandler's land, and this is another reason for sup-
posing the house was near. Probably things remained in this 
condition, till the destruction of the town. 

From that time the Records are missing for nearly forty 
Jb 

years, or till ~ 17~ In the meantime the town had 
been again settled, and the roads had been altered at un
known dates. It was in this interval that the Ward corner 
was fixed where it is now, and the road thence to the Sprague 
bridge ·placed substantially in its present bed. 

The road having been moved east, it is supposable that 
the store was moved also, and it will not be thought unrea
sonabl:e if we locate it where it is ku.Qwn that a store was 
kept more than a hundred years ago, that is, n~r the SQ_uth
west corner of the Fay estate. Levi Willard and "Samue~ 
Ward had a store there, it is believed, as early as 1768; and 
the presumption is that they occupied an ancient site . 

.... Jww Where then was the house of Prescott, or of his son, after 

.::.\ ' . 

, f the rebuilding of the town? Perhaps his home was near his 
~ h mill in Clinton, but if so, his §.Q!! occupied the homestead. ~ ~! ~ 

L ~.;:~(What · reason is there to doubt that it was erected on the old W -3- W ~ 
I.Jii.4 ~ ;.t:!.- C?.v-1~ spot, that is the Ward place? For it should be remembered t;:Jf!:;;,~ 

r ~.that the ward or ware prope.rt! ~s no.t co.nnectecl wit.h the ~, Jt:: < 

riJ7 property on the west. The drv1dmg hne JS now, as It was 6vJ. u:. ifa'f-k~ 
at first, the fence on the brow of the hill west of the ravine. aJ.tt.;, '~ ~·· 

~, •• t?.'f- -

Here, or very near this corner, was the homestead of the v4 ~J ~ 
Prescott family, who did so much to shape the destiny of Av-r.A ~ ~ ~~ 
Lancaster and Clinton. Historians have noticed the fact that 1;::::';"~:_!~':, 

1 )( Prescott came near drownino- in Sudbury river when moving p f {, J'f- ~ ~ 

his goods and chattels to. thi~ place, and have raisedta query ~ t:.:::_ ·~ 
in regard to the chan<Ye in results, if he had sunk to rise no ;-& ~~( L. .,.,.L.~ 
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more. Then Col. Prescott of Louisburg f:nne, and the other 
Col. Prescott, of Bunker Hill renown, and judge Prescott, 
and Prescott ·the historian had never seen the light. Coming 
to n. narrower circle of events, we may inquire what would 
have been the earlier fortunes of Lancaster? Doubtless it 
would have been settled, if he had been cut off, but his death 
would probn.bly have retarded the settlement, and certainly 
would have been a most serious loss. llis energy, his good 
sense, his wise counsel and his undaunted resolution, were 
greatly ·needed, and not less his great talent for business. 

Stdu. : His ~.t.Qr.e, his shop, his farm and his mills connected him 
with all the enterprise of the new settlement; and h.e was 
also a firm supporter of the civil and religious interests of 
the· people{ as his mind worked clear of the notions of Dr. 

f"'f...A rC ~.,LaJ ChildJ and he saw his way to take the oath of fidelity, and 
"!';_~~finally to unite with the church. I 
C.Jfl ~W. So far as is now k.nawn, the ~rs~ ch'l,elling-house on the I 

T lawn of the Fay family, was b0J-t 1n Vs9-90, for the min- · 
ister, Rev .• John vVhiting. ~¥:;tory of this honorable ] 

S.t.v /;>./~ b transaction has been given in a former chapter. The land was 
bought and the bouse built~rt*'Y by the town~ 
~'and then made over to the pastor. After his 
tragi cal death, it was occupied by his successor, Rev. Andrew 
Gardner. If not at first, it was made into a garrison, and 
guarded by one or more :flankers and sentry boxes. This 
was the second cc minister's garrison," the Rowlandson house 
having never been rebuilt. Not fa~ from this spot, 1\fr. Whi
ting was killed by the Indians in 1/97, and on this spot Mr. 
Gardner was mortally wounded by one of his neighbors, by 
a sad mistake. 

For some reason the next n1inister, Rev. John Prentice, 
did not occupy this house. Perhaps the associations were 
too sad for him, and fo1· hL wife, t!1c ·,vidvw of }f::.--. Ga1'(1n~. 
Possibly the house, after the necessity for a garrison had ceased, 
was not so desirable as would be one free from a fort-like ap
pendage. However that may be, Mr. Prentice lived on the 
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SAMUEL \V ARD. 727 

site now occupied ·by the family of the late excellent Dea. 
Humphrey. Here he lived till17 48, during a long and faith- 1 
ful ministry ; and here lived the once celebrated Dr. Israel a. 

Atherton, in a later generation. His education was superior 
to most practitioners at that day, and he had the courage to 
open a house on Pine hill for inoculation for small-pox, which 
was the precaution before vaccination came into Vzl1e. 

Going back to the l!.reseett corner, now Mrs. Ware's, we 
look upon the house owned and occupied by Capt. Samuel 
Ward about fifty-six years. The age of this house cannot be 
ascertained. When purchased by him, not far from 1770, it 4. 
was so old that he hesitated whether to tak.r it down, or re-
pair it. He chose the latter, and often said that he had re
gretted doing so ever since. Yet the house is in good repair 
to-day, thanks to the care of himself and his niece, Mrs. "\Vare. 
It is a fine specimen of the better class of houses erected in 
the early part of the last century. Square in form, built , 
around an im~se chimney, two stories and an old-fashioned ro..-t 

Mansard roof in height, with such an addition of L andleanto 
us a large hospitality demanded, it suggests to the traveler 
the thought that here dwells a n1an of ample means and liber-
al housekeeping. 

The occupant of this ample mansion from 1770 to 1826, 
was a remarkable man. Capt. Samuel vV ard was descended 
from vVilliam Ward who came from England in the first half 
of the seventeenth century. With him came his son Rich
ard, who married Mary Moore of Sudbury in 1661. He was 
drowned there, March 31, 1666. He had a son named Oba
diah, who was married to Joanna Harrington of vVatertown 
in 1693. He settled in vVorcester in 1715, taking with him 
his son Daniel, who was born in 1700. This Daniel was the 
father of Samuel vV arcl., who was bprn u1 Worcester, Sep- 6il ~~ ~ 1J <-C., 2.. ~ If t. ~! ;,[} .,, fi'Y . 
tember 25, 1739. The latter marrieCL"Dolly, a daughter of 
judge John Chandler. Having no surviving children, he made 
his~' Mrs. Dolly Green~ wife of Nathaniel Chandler, 1~e ( k 
his heir. Mrs. Mary G. Wa;e , the daughter of Mr. Chan-
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dler, is the present owner of the fine old homestead, which 
has been greatly improved by. her good taste and judgme11t. 
It was by his intermarriage with the Chandle~ family, that Capt. 
Ward became a relative of his partner, Col. Levi Willard. 
Young Ward entered the army early in the last French and 
Indian war, in 1755, at the age of sixteen. He was a private 
in 17 56, but rose to be adjutant in Col. Abijah Willard's 
regiment before 1760. He was at the taking of Ticonderoga 
and Crown Point, in 1759, and of Isle aux Noi.x and Montreal 
in 1 7 60. The war being over, he commenced business in 
Groton, but moved to this town in 1767. Here he lived fifty
nine years, with ever growing respect and esteem, till the 
day of his decease, August 14, 1826, avhe great age of 

. 7,'f- - - J J . J 
eiO'hty-seven .years. // ,·J 4 ~ ih.c ~ t.18'1'?' , ~ ~$hvv 5wwJ 1 rrb o w a; 

0 ~ . 

Mr. Ward is still remembered by -aged persons, and they 
all unite in a chorus of eulogy. He was widely known for 
one in private life. vVillard says that ~~his acquaintance was 
sought by all. No one who ever knew him, though but 
slightly, could forget him. His powers of entertainment were 
never exhausted; his hospitality was inexhaustible." If he 
had chosen public life he ((would have been distinguished as 
a statesman." Mr. Nathaniel Thayer, who bas known the 
greatest men of the country during the last forty years, 
places Mr. Ward in the same grade of intellect and weight 
of character. He was a n1an of wonderful sagacity and 
shrewdness. Free from trick or chicanery, he had singu
lar success in carrying his points. The anecdote of his tri
umph in a town meeting during the revolutionary war, will 
be recalled. Doubtless he sympathized with the royalist 
party before actual hostilities began, but his foresight as well 
as his love of liberty early brought him over to the side of 
the patriots. When men whom he respected joined the king's 
party, he stood firm. It is related by Mr. Willard, in his 
sketches of theW orcester bar, that Ward met judge Sprague 
in Boston, about the time when the war broke out, and find-

. ing him in a doubtful mood, advised him to go home and take 
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his lot with his patriotic countrymen. He was a kind neigh
bor, and never failing in his benefactions to the poor. 

An anecdote is told, which, true or invented, is illustra
tive of his exuberant hospitality. Having at one time. his 
house full of company, he induced them, in pleasant ways, to 
overstay their time. At length they rnust go the next morn
ing. . When morning came their horses were found without 
a shoe, and they were obliged to remain till a tardy black
smith could replace the shoes. The good humor of Mr. 
Ward was magnetic, and his guests readily acquiesced in 
their forced detention. ' 

The clergy ·were always welcome to his bountiful table. 
Oi1 one occasion the Rev. Mr. Emerson of Harvard, father 
of the cc ~~oncQ_@," was among the guests at dinner. f o--.... .J2~ ? 
Amid the profusion of viands was a little plate of pickerel WoJ.)_~..,...... . 
put on as a side dish. Mr. Emerson was in the habit of 
going into particulars minutely in his prayers, and being cali- (ec. J 

ed upon to say grace, gave thanks for the fruits of the earth, 
and the fowls of the yard, and the birds of the air, and also 
for the fishes of the lake and stream. When he had closed, 
Mr. Ward pointed to the pickerel and with a twinkle of the 
eye said: cc Very pretty little fish, but hardly worth praying 
about." 

The following letter from the Hon. George Bancroft, 
sent with his cc warmest wishes for the prosperity of the town 
of Lancaster," supersedes the necessity of all other notice 
of the subject of this sketch. 

((You ask me to give you my recollections of the charac-
ter and manners of Captain Samuel Ward of Lancaster. 

tt The trait that impressed itself 1nost deeply on my memo
ry, was his moderation, which, indeed, is the truest test of a 
well-ordered mind. He was in easy circumstances ; but not 
rich, nor desiring to become rich. fie lived within his in
come; but being of a generous disposition, very hospitable, 
and having no surviving child, he was not anxious to accu
mulate property. Cases of private distress -which admit-
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ted of relief- were sure to be brought to his notice; and in 
questions of importance in the parish he was n1 ways consult
ed. No one stood nearer than he to Dr. Thayer; the minis
ter of that clay, whom he habitually visited on Sunday 
evenings, even in winter, no matter how deep might be the 
snow, nor how bitingly cold the winds. 

~~He was a man of thought and reflection, and of some 
reading; though not enough to be called a scholar. In his 
political principles he was a Federalist of the old school, but 
to no one would he utter a harsh word of a political oppo
nent, or indeed of anybody else. He had an evenness of 
temper that I never once saw ruffled. 

~(He was always cheerful, serene and contented; and as 
he grew old, the nearer approach of death had no terrors for 
him. He never found fault with the doings of providence; 
and never fretted at encountering waywardness h1 his fellow
men. His wife being a confirmed invalid, nothing could ex
ceed the never failing respect and regard and care for her, 
shown during the many long years of her infirmities; and 
his own example formed the rule for his household. 

~~He was a keen observer, quick in his perceptions, and 
shrewd in his discernment ; but he never seemed to take to 
heart, that there were faults and imperfections in those who 
were nearest to him. fie accepted his friends just as they 
were ; and no one could perceive from his words or man
ner that the thought ever passed his mind, that they might 
be better than they were. He delighted in a pleasant story, 
had an endless fund of good-natured humor, and with a half 
suppressed smile on his lips, he could rally a friend on a 
trait of character or an incident; but he never uttered a 
word that could wound. 

(~It wns one of his rules of life, that it is better to pre
serve one old friend than to gain ten new ones. Another 
was : that confidence is never to be violated; no, not even 
of any enemy. 
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cc He took an interest in all that was going on in the world, 
and when his newspaper came from the mail or the post rider, 
reeking with dampness, it went at once into the kitchen to 
be ironed on both sides by a hot flatiron, which gave snwoth
ness to the page and dearness to the type. In the parlor, 
green hickory was burned ; and to my boyish wonder nnd ad
miration, he was a master in the art of building up the :fire 
on the broadest foundation consistent with the power of the 
chimney to carry smoke, narrowing upward to the top; to 
be sure of a circulation of air between every stick of the 
lofty pile, an iron wedge would be inserted here and there; 
and then the lambent flame curled through every part of the 
skilfully constructed fabric. 

((I will mention one accomplishment, which perhaps no one 
alive remembers but myself. He was celebrated in early 
life for possessing a 1nost exquisite tenor voice ; and in his 
later years I have heard him sing snatches of old songs in a 
manner that showed what must have been its quality, in the 
season of its perfection." 

J\ir. Nathaniel Chandler, the successor of Capt. Ward on 
the Pr@soott corner, was also a man of a pleasant humor, 
and many anecdotes and sayings of his are reported. But as 
the point of these depends much on tone of voice, and ges
ture, and surroundings, they lose their flavor in print. A 
single specimen may be hazarded. Lending his horse, one 
day, to some ladies, he went on in his pleasantry to specify 
the bad points of the animal ; but, said one of the ladies : 
cc how is he about stopping?" Quick as a flash came the re
ply: (( Oh, he shines at that!" 

Crossing the road again towards the east and passing the site 
of the old store of vVillard and Ward, and of the garrison
house, under the great elrns, near the well and pump, we 

• p ?. tt.-.. .,..._ . . 
are In presence of the~ manswn of Mrs. Fay, w1dow 
of the late Col. Francis B. Fay. As this gentleman passed 
nearly the last twenty years of his busy and useful life in 
this town, it is :fitting that a brief notice of him should :find 

ra..J 
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a place in this work. He was born in Southborough, June 
12, 1703. As his parents were in limited circumstances, his 
means of education were only such as the schools of that early 
day could give one who only attended a few weeks in the 
winter months. Thirsting for knowledge, he borrowed books, 
and almost committed them to memory. He was employed 
in different families until his sixteei1th year~ when he became 
a clerk in a country store. At eighteen he ((bought his time" 
of his father for $80, and when he ((came of age," had saved 
$50. From this time he was engaged in different kinds of 
business in his native tpwn, in Chelsea, and in Boston, until 
he had acquired a handsome property, and filled many places 
of public trust with honor. He was in the retail line part of 
the time, and then in wholesale business, being in the firm 
of Fay & Farwell, which for a number of years did the 
largest western produce commission business in Boston. Be
fore this he had been deputy sheriff of Worcester county, 
and postmaster of Southborough during the administrations 
of Monroe, Adams and Jackson. He also represented South
borough two years in the legislature. l-Ie was fond of military 
exercises and associations, and rose to the position of colonel. 
In the years 1834, 1835 and 1840 he represented Chelsea, of 
which he was the first mayor, in the general court. In 1843 
and 1845 he 'was senat~:n· from ~u~p,~~J?ounty, after which 
he declined the office. He was~ to Congress in 1852 
to fill out the term of Hon. Robert Rantoul, jr., and after 
settling in Lancaster, was, in 1868, elected to the state sen
ate, being seventy-fiye years of age. 

It is needless to state how many ba1iks and other corpo
rations he was connected with as director or president, for 
which positions he was much sought, as a man of energy and 
discretion. He was an honest, unpretending man, of simple 
manners, and great kindness of heart. In 1851 he gave to 
the tow1i. of Southborough the sum of $500 for starting a 
public library for the young, on condition that the town 
should grant a like sum for the same purpose. The enter-
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prise which occupied his mind chiefly during the last two 
decades of his life, was the ~~ State Industrial School for 
Girls," of which he has sometimes been styled the ~~father.'" 
In October, 1854, Gov. Emfry Washburn appointed him one _ 
of the board of commissioners to select the site and super
intend the erection of the buildings. He was also appointed 
one of the trustees, and the treasurer. It was his deep in
terest in this institution which induced him to take up his 
residence in ~ancaster. His official connection with the 
school closed in 1864, at the end of ten years of faithful and 
efficient service. 

As Col. Fay was honest in business, always ~~paying one 
hundred cents for a dollar," so was he upright and independ
ent in politics. It is related of him that he was at one time, 
in public meeting, called on to give a pledge as the conditioL 
of his election to the general court. He refused. positively,. 
and said that he would not give up his convictions for the 
sake of office or honors ~ that public li~ was not desirable 
unless the office sought the man, and left him free to serve 
the public as an honorable and self-respecting man. It was 
this course of action which secured Col. Fay universal re
spect and confidence. 

It may be added that he was large-built and tall, with a 
commanding appearance. His features were those of a man 
of enterprise and energy, and expressive of vigilance, cau
tion and sincerity. His manner of speaking inspired confi
dence, and gave weight to his words, in town meeting and 
other public bodies. 

Leaving the 1?rBseof;~ corner, and going down the west 
side of Main street, at No. 17 on the ~~Map of Villages," is () 
the site of the house and garrison of Thomas Sawyer. The 
spot is marked E on the ~~Map of Central Lancaster," and 
is northwest of the barn of Gem·ge- A. Rice. (~e l'Qaa, is J,7,.,.,_ 
e~ IJvf.-4-fl, 

~~ This was probably one of the ~~five places '" 
which were attacked by the Indians in 1676, when the town 
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was destroyed. Willard could designate but three; but 

besides the garriso~cl1J?~:s 512l~~inton, at Mr. 
Rowlandson's, -and on Wattoquaddoe hill, there wns another 

9/h~~ 
at Sawyer's and still another on the Neck,~· near l)..r-. 

.._1;, ~--~ • 
Thom.pwn's, or at the John '7\TIHte plnce; probably. -th~la-t-

.:ter-. It will be recollected that after the massacre, the 
remaining people, who had neither fled nor been killed, 
gathered into two garrisons, one on the north side of the. 
river, and the ot}1er on Jhe south. Thes~isons were, 
in~'~ ho~ses of~ and Thomas 
Sawyer. At all events, the Sawyer place is historical, and 
therefore has been designated on the n1aps. The Sawyer 
family bas become numerous ; it is widely scattered frmn 
the Atlantic to the Pacific, and has furnished many enter
prising and eminent men, in the walks of business and the , 
professions. Their specialty seems to have been dams, mills 
and factories. Among the n1ost distinguished of the name 
are Hon. E. H. Sawyer, of Easthampton, Mass.; Rev. Lei
cester A. Sawyer, D. D., formerly of New I-Iaven, Conn., 
and l-Ion. Lorenzo Sawyer, of San Francisco, judge of the 
United States circuit court. Others equally eminent bear 
the name, but their connection with the Lancaster stock has 
not been traced. 

The house near the same spot, occupied by Mr. Rice, is 
·ancient, but was built long after the massacre. In more re
cent times it was the home of the Hon. John G. Thurston, 
who kept the largest store in the county. He was a JUan 
of superior ability in business and in public affairs. Besides 
holding many town offices, he was, during several years, a 
·member of the general court, either in the house or the sen
ate. His local influence was great. By his large fund of 
information, his intimacy with all the leading men of the 
town older than himself, and his hospitable spi:rit, he was 
very entertaining. 

Benjamin Holt lived nea~· the spot on which the house of · 
Daniel Goss now stands. After long and successful service 
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as master of oue of the best schools of Boston, he came here 
to spend his declining years. He was a friend of Lowell 
Mason and other composers, who did so much to elevate the 2~fJJuAA-~ science of sacred music in our country. As president of 

h. fi 2_ '1-'~8-17-ltt- . the 1-Iandel and Haydn society, Is in uence was extensive; r _ --

and this was increased by his own musical compositions. 
At No. 21, now occupied by Mr. Cilley, Rev. Chandler 

Robbins, D. D., made his summer home, for quite a term 
of years. His land extended back to the road at the foot 
of George hill. Dr. Robbins was highly esteemed here by 
all classes of people. He 1night properly be enrolled among 
Lai1caster authors. ~ a~ t, ...., . ~ ~t,o. ;L ~/...._w"'--4 ~SC(.,..r-

.fk~~ (Z'-) wf<..l ~ 1~1:1. - r ...t< N£c1S~~-lM 
The house at the corner, No. 38, pn the Map of Villages', (ev_j 

I.L ,, t:/uJ../;,. •-v..o..t.--
formerly stood on Sandy hill, ~a tbii:El--t*- the- distanee 
ftom the -brow to the house of l\1:r. Parker. It was moved 
down to its present location, and made a tavern. Over the 
L was a dancing hall. For many years it h~~een owi1ed 
by Mrs. Rice, and the hall, until recently, was the meeting 
place of the Second Advent church. At one time the Young 
Men's Christian Association held meetings here on Sunday 
afternoon. (e-) 

Coming north again, and turning into the west road, at 
No. 16, th~ residence of \¥". A. Kilbourn, we find a site which 
was long occupied by a tavern. Here a Mr. Andrews, ~ ( b ) 
r-ey-F-itch, James "Wise, and how many others cannot be re
called, kept a much pfttf&B.-treel hotel. Here also lived the 
Locke family a hundred and thirty years ago. Samuel Locke 
of Woburn, married Rebecca Richardson, in 1730; he moved 
into Lancaster in 17 42, and bought the house and lands of Ll.~- fL..,u ,.,_, 

;:;.;~ _ J7, 
John Buss for £1,000. He kept tavern many years, and his J~ 
house, says the author of tho ~~Book of the Lockes," was a ~ ~ ~ 
~~place of resort for the principal1nen of the town, and where ~4 ~<, ~ 
the fathers of the town were accommodated with their wines ~~ li1j!: 
and other beverages, if tho old account books in mypossession 13«.A.A , 7 , 1 _ 

are true." He was a man of ~~great b usiness qualifications, 
and was respected as an intelligent and honorable n1an," says 



736 HISTOHY OF LANCASTER. 

~ tho same authority. He died, April 13, 177 5, aged 72, and 
..A- n...U.ot.l::..... L""'"his widow married Col. Joseph Wilder,~6he second iud~ r-v--·- r S~ t~f~ -- ~ ~I~ f'J7 -'!:16'+-1 -~J-u{ Joseph) who clied-tw.e ye~tts be FB- · cembe-r- 9..7 , ! 77 .. 
~ ~ John and J~~ph Locke, her sons, married two daughters of 

u_.- Col. \Vilder. The mos;t eminent son of Mr. Locke, was his 
b.ll)1-.Xov. u. ""'w~ · 

son Samuel ,"whose early education was guided by Rev. Timo-
thy Harrington. Here he fitted for Harvard college, of which 
he became president in ·1769. He resigned in 1773 on ac
count of alleged ((domestic infelicities," and returned to Sher
born, 'vhere he had formerly been the minister. He was 
respected by his townsmen, and his memory is there held in 
honor to this day. From the reports of John Adams, his 
classmate, nnd Pres. Styles of Yale college, he was a man or" 
great and varied a~ilities and of prodigious learning. 
' The ancient house occupied by the Locke family and their 
successors in the tavern, has been replaced by a new one, 
and now, with all the ln.nds north to the river and west to the 
back road, belongs to the estate of Mr. Thayer. 

Returning to the main road, and coming towards the 
Sprague bridge ,~1.-w-aHcient-h.o.u~f-Goh-Q-livei'-Wi-1-
~~n-d-6-,-G-n-t~ ~ttag-e-s-J and 
come to No. 2, the residence of Mr. Thayer. Between this 
house a.nd the road, was the very ancient house of Rev. Mr. 
Harrington and Dr. Thayer. It was a :fine old house, in the 
style of the early part of the last century, and its removal 
to make way for the new and more spacious residence was 
regretted by many ; but by none so much as the present 
owner. His purpose was to repair and preserve it, but examina
tion showed that it was decayed beyond repair, and it was 
reluctantly taken down. A good sketch of it, drawn and 

( a ) painted by MajM Fabius Whiting, is kept in the new house, 
and would be an ornament to this work if all pictures of 
private houses had not been excluded. The house is in the 
general style of the residence of Judge Sprague, now oc
cupied by ~Ir. Vose. It is supposed to have been built 

1 long before J.\IIr. Harrington came to Lancaster, hut by whom 
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is unknown. The splendid elms were set out by Mr. Harring
ton. The walnut tree, near the old well, stood but a little 
way from the back door of the house. In this bouse was~ · f T · 
reared the late John Eliot Thayer, whose capacity for busi- ){';:};j ~-~ 
ness placed him in the front rank of the solid men of Boston. dcJ 1 t.r.t'f'S 1 ~ 

Half way fi·om this locality to the river was the Rowland
son garrison-house. On the south bank of the river, just op
posite the house of Mr. Vose, was the house of Hooker 
Osgood, senior or junior, or both. Mr. Osgood was driven .JL_ y,.l,., ~ _ 
from the site by one of those occa~ional floods, like that on y ff ~ 
the eleventh of December last, wh10h surpassed any rernem-~ ~ ~ ~ · 
bered by the ((oldest inhabitant." The cellar, some eight rods ~'~L ~ 
west of the bridge, is not yet entirely filled. At one time ft&_ ~ s_:::t t;; 
Hooker Osgood lived nearly opposite the Middle Cemetery, 14-.r/~ o-t 1~ . ' 
and perhaps in a house built on the Rowlandson €W Keil~ 17/o - , 7~ tL 
estate after the burning and massacre. ~ ~ ~:::r:!:x,~ 

fz_. ~ ~--:'""' -~~ 
THE OLD COl\IMON. X. 

Instead of cmning over the Sprague bridge, and perambu
lating the Neck or Center, we will follow the people, who 
built their third meeting-house on the Old Common in 1705. 
This now became the center of the town, Harvard and Bol
ton still belonging to the township. Though there ·has never 
been a time when many families lived here, yet quite a num-
ber of these have been above the average in education and 
respectability. One branch of the Wilder family had a seat 
here during several generations. The ((Book of the Wil
ders" supersedes the need of going into the genealogy of 
the family at length, but a few items will be of general in
terest. Thomas and John, sons of the first Thomas Wilder, 
lived on the Old Common, and on the land now occupied by 
the Industrial School buildino·s. The sons of the second 

· t6S'o .. tpr 0 ''~3-.!,Js7 
Thomas were Col. James and the first Judge Joseph. By 
Gardner, one of the sons of James, came many descendants 
in Leominster and other places. 

47 

s~ (!_~~....,;,£ ~ /U~ .... IJILA-·tk~ .f1.~:c/·· L -1-J 
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The sons of Joseph, chief justice of the Court of Common 
/ 7oq. 17"-f-lfl'f 17o'i'- l]jl 

Pleas from 17 31 to 17 57, were Thomas, Anctrew, Joseph and 
11 1C~1~b. Joseph was a judge of the same court as his father, 

from ·1762 to 1773, when he died. )Lc He and Col. Caleb, his 
brother, were the first who established pot and pearl ash 
works in America. Their place 9f manufacture was on the 
northern slope of the Old Common, descending towards the 
intervale. Aged willow trees still mark the place. They 
had another establishment in Leominster. Their brother 
Thomas settled in Leominster,[and ~ls~tain of a com
pany] One of his descendants was the Hon. Abel Wilder of 
Winchendon, a model man. ~ . 

Levi Wilder, a descendant of Thomas, {_oegan t'<; huil§J the 
Stijwell house, so called, now in ruins by fire, in 1776. He 
was the father of Sampson V. S. Wilder. 

• (.,13 ll.?t. "\--3 
John Wilder's sons were J onn, Thomas and Ebenezer, 

whose descendant~ are settled in many towns and SJ...~al 
states. David was a representative many years. Col. ~il
der of Sterling was another of his stock. Jonathan, the 
grandson of John, had eleven sons, of whom the following 

• • /7fJo 11'1!7 ll'rf 17ft 
hved to man's estate, viz.: Jonathan, Dav1d, Jolin, Luke, 

11J~ 11t(S" ....J.L tSo:>. /froo lb'l> :f-
CephaS, Prescott~---'Lewis, Henry, lately deceas~d., and Frea-
erick, who die\i much lamented, when young. Gharles h. 
:Wildgr iB of the family of John. The cc ~ns " of the ) 
south part of the town, in former times, were of the same " 
family. 

Nathaniel, third son of the first Thomas, lived on George 
hill. He was killed by: the Indians in 1704, as was his son 

b t(,~~ • b tf.11 
Jonathan in 1707. His son Epliraim represented Lancaster 
in the general court for a number of years, and died in 1769, 

1:. ll.,'t Jf:"h....~-nn~ _r. aged 94 years. Col. Oliver, ll!llv- v~vf-th.&-So~aR-
eas~w:W>~g:we:r] was another son. Ephraim had a son 
of the same name, who died in 1770, aged 6fJ & also had 

b I1Y\ 
a son Epliraim, who was one of the seven delegates from 
Worcester county who voted for the adoption of the Consti
tution of the United States. He lived in Sterling. His 

, ) 



x""/" .kJ..:.-'77•.~~ L~~ -d,..~...,~ ~ 
177.r:' -~ ~ ~ /2., 171'- ;4 p + ~ ~ 17}.1. 



t-
,Jj<A- .J ..4 ~~ k-1 ~ Y ,LQ_. .. L_jLJeu) ~ r'J '7. '''/ 

~r.,._--;::_?~"~ k.--1 ~- f>d -- ~:.~4). 
h'' 7'17- ~ ~;---..- "-/.19·o . /~~ ~ 
fit~. 

1 tho ~w-.- So.i~ez-~ ~ !¥~. Cu-L ~ -~ ~ 
~ dktt ~ ~ <?AAI\. ~ ~ ~ r tf;:;_ 

~' 



WILDER.- HOUGHTON. 739 
1, 1767. ) 1737 

wife was"' sister of Pres. Locke. Deacon Joel Wilder of t 
Lancaster, and father of the present aged citizen of the 
same name, was his son. S~d:Htel Locke Wilder, Esq., of 
Rindge, N. H., was another son of Ephraim. The Hon. 
Marshall Pinckney Wilder, of Dorchester, whose honorable 
fan1e is as extensive as the country, is one of the sons of 
the aforesaid Samuel. The Rev. ~loses Hale Wilder, author 
of the cc Book of the Wilders," is a descendant of the Hon . 
.Abel Wilder of Winchendon. 

A careless reader of our Town Records ' and Annals, wil~ 
f 

, 17o ~ - 177' 
o ten confound Judge Joseph W 1lder, the younger, and Col. t.L. 

Joseph Wilder. They were contemporaries, and their names 
occur in such a manner as to confuse the reader. Rarely 
are they mentioned at the same time. If they were, the 
distinction would be evident. But the evidence of their 
separate identity accumulates by degrees: Judge Joseph 
was the son of the :first Judge Joseph. Col. Joseph is not 
mentioned in vVillarcl's notes respecting the Wilclers, and it 
is hard to trace his connections in the Book of the Wilders f 
But he.... lived here, owned the Ponakin mills, had a son ~" ~ p-~-

'h · I?J ' • . fs..u...._ ~~ 
named Garaner, known as M~Jor Gardner Wilder, who own- · · 
eel the large house on Ballard hHl, now o~cupied by the 
family of the late Mr. Noah Worcester. Capt. John Maynard 1 
was son-in-law to the Major, and had the mills in r.ight of 
his wife. It may be noted here that ·among the signers of~ 
the Church Covenant at the settlement of ~1r. Prentice, in 1 
1708, are the names of two Joseph Wilders. One of these 
is styled cc jr." This junior could not have been the second.] II< ~~ .. 
judge Joseph, because he was born in the year 1708. Here 
is room for conjecture ; but it seems certain that there were I :.W. 
two Josephs in the time of the first judge, and also in the 
time of the second judge. Col. ~osep~ carried on the mill ? 
business at Ponakin, while a dis~a11t~re'Iative, Col. Oliver, 

., o....(r~ J 
(awned the mill. f>r mills at. 'South Lancaster . 

.Another family long seated on the Old Common, bears the 
name of Houghton. Ralph floughton lived on the Neck; 
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tit: _ but the property passed into other hands long ago. His 
Ot...,.. _ ~ ~"-!:-cousin John seems to have first settled in the southwest sec-
fk "'....MMAA 17"'-' • 

~~... · · t1'on of Bolton, but not lonQ.· after, he n1a.de h1s home on the IJU>.-V-/,1 f~(._ ~A-v 1 
'-"" 

'l.Yv-lt (_ .,_.___ ~ south side of the Old Common. The house, supposed to 

( tt-) 

1 

have been a garrison at one period, was in the field, perhaps 
twenty rods south of the road, a.nd half way between the 
two roads which run southward fi·om the main street. This 
John is sometimes. taken for John, son of Ralph. John 
Houo-hton was born in Lancaster, England; came to this 
plac: in 16!)3, and d'ed in 1684. The oldest i~·fhed stone 
in the first burying yard, bears his name. The name of 
his wife was Beatrix. His sons were Benjamin, W±Hiam, T cn-t_q_S 

Robert and John; jr. The latter was born a year or two 
before his parents left the old country. HeQ1eld an elfgant 

pen] ~}~~pp, is futh~(~.uR._ou~ Between {,.169f and 
1724 _ a "'del gatesto the general court foH11~en years. 
He seems to have been the only magistra.te in the town for 
many years after the rebuilding. Dm·ing nearly a genera-

J{_,_ ~ L tion he was a lending man, not only i1i the town, but in all 
H S~the region. According to :&1r. Willard, who, as a lawyer, 
t..K-r;;~ ~· had special mea.ns of knowing, he was a. very skilful con-
7 ~ · - F veyancer, and had much employment in that business. The 

land for the meeting-house, as stated in a former chapter, 
was given by him. He wa.s the lender in the movement 
which took the place of meeting from the spot where the 
first and second houses stood, to the Old Common. Fifty 
years ngo ((three aged penr trees, planted by himself, stood 
in front of the site of his house." All traces of house and 
trees are gone. l-Ie was afflicted with blindness in his old 
age. His death occurred, February 3, 1737, when he was 
in his eighty-seventh year. J-h.A ~ ~ JJ.-~ J-4-.-..~ 1 j'-~ ltvvo-~ ~e-.-:-

His son Jacob was born in ·1674. Jacob, jr., in 1696. 
Abraham, son of the latter, was born in 1725, and di~d in 
1815 in Leyden, Vt. !-lis sou vVilliam was born in Bolton, 
March 23, 1774, and died h1 1863, aged eighty-nine. Seve
ral epita.phs of this family will h~ found in the chapter on 
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cemeteries. Mr. H. 0. Houghton, senior partner of the firm 
of Houghton & Osgood, is a son of the aforesaid William. 
Gen. J. F. Houghton, and the Hon. S. A. Houghton, who 
has represented California in congress, are of the Lancaster 
stock. The family hn.s had but few representatives in this 
town, fot several generations. ~eughton and-Benj-amin / I ~A.J .... A~...J 

~- are found often in the Records, midway in our · '~~~ 
h-istory. 

The large wooden house belonging to the State school, 
No. 5,-marked No. 19, on the 1\!Iap of Villages-which is · 

7 
the northeast building on the grounds, was built by thg :first ~.Ra. !~ 
Jenathan iV:ilcler. I-I is son Jonathan, father of the late · 
Henry, was born there. I~ has. been handed down, by 
word of mouth, that de=eldgr:f"e\~thaa-, in his early man-
hood, sought the hand of a Jamsel who was averse to mar-
riage at the time. He married another, had children, and 
lost his wife. His former suit was then renewed, but de-
clined for the same reason as before. He married a second 
time, and again was bereaved. Then he turned again to his 
~~first love," who was now past middle age. She consented, 
and to her surprise, was blessed with an heir. Then in due 
time, came twins, causing inereased wonder. Finally she 
bore triplets, when she is said to have uttered the following 
prayer: 

"0 Lord, give me no more by twos and threes, 
But one to time as often as you please." 

Jonathan, -j.h, was the ~(immovable " man ; but in this re- ? 

gard wa.s only a fair representative of the family, who were 
characterized by an ancient wit of the town as the ~( wilful 
vVilders." Firmness, tenacity, perseverance belong to them 
as a race. The late Henry Wilder was an intelligent and 
honorable man, but when his mind was made up, he could 
not be driven from his purpose. 

The house passed from the vVilders into the hands of Da
vid Stewart, an intelligent eut eccer:tric Scotchman, and a 
friend of Dr. Steuart Robertson. After him came Dr. Sied
hof, the German, who had a private school several years. 



() 
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The property came into possession of the state when the School 
for Girls was established. 

The Wilder garrison was probably near the (( Sti.J/Well 
house,'' so called, or No. 3 of the school buildings, and 
marked No. 18 on the map. Here, as is believed, lived Col. 
Caleb and Judge Joseph vVilder, one or both, when engaged 
in the potash business. The great iron boiler used by them 
is now to be seen by all travelers from Lancaster to Bolton, 
in the shape of a watering trough, midway between the house 
of Jonathan Forbush and the meeting-house. (!.uJ.Jr 

The Stilf<vell house was begun, as said above, by Le-vi, 
father of ~ampson Wilder, in 1776. This house has a his
tory in connection with its successive inmates. Perhaps no 
one of these has been so widely or favorably known as the 
son of Levi, viz.: Sampson V. S. Wilder, who was at one 
time, [consul general, and acting minister at Parisj) at an
other, one of the greatest business men and largest opera
tors in cotton in the country, and in the latter half of his 
life, very prominent in~oral and religious enterprises. 
But the interesting Memoir of his life and character, by his 
daughter, precludes the need of dwelling upon his career in 
this place. e a..LJr 

The house begun by _knti Wilder, in the first year of the 
American revolution, was bought by a man named Carnes, " 
an Englishman, who finish.ed it. The house was spacious, and 
was well built of brick, with good finish inside. There were 
large barns, long since removed, ·and a farmer's house, not far 
from the mansion. The farm house, looking like an old
fashioned, neglected meeting-house, now stands on the south 
side of the street, and is numbered 8 in the Map of Villages. 
Carnes had a deer park, and kept a pack of hounds. He 
lived in the style of a well-to-do Englishman, and was styledt 
in common parlance, ((lord Carnes." 

His successor was Sir Francis Searles, another English
man, who was a noted farmer and. kept up the English style 
of living. Another Englishman, named Benjamin Lee, came 
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after Sir Francis. Otis Hunt was the manager of the farm 
for the next owners,.)tndt'ved in the farm house. 

• • lji-Of.t 
Early In this century t o brothers by the name of Cleve-

land, came from Salem, and took up their residence in the 1~0 '+- t'/2-s

old n1ansion. William Cleveland was a respected citizen, 
and represented the town in the general court. Capt. Rich-
ard J. Cleveland was the celebrated ~~captain Cleveland," 
who was in those times, known as one of the bravest and 
most enterprising officers that ever sailed from the port of 
Salem. He went to all parts of the world, engaged in mer-
cantile business of every variety, made great ventures and 
gains, and met with ruinous losses. His Narrative in two 
volumes, went through several editions, and is still vital with 
interest. Miss Peabody, on a former page, speaks of him 
as a noble and chivalrous character. Here his three sons, 
all bright with promise, were educated for coll~ge, or for 
business. One of these sons fell from the tower of the brick 

J ti'3o (a.} 4_~ f ~If 
(a church, .. and was taken up for dead, but recovered. ~his Vwi..<:.. 

made a deep impression on the heart of the father, and in a. 
letter written in his old age, in 1853, he refers to the event 
with the liveliest sensibility, and with touching gratitude to 
a kind and fatherly providence. 

The brothers Cleveland married sisters, two daughters of 
Major Joseph Hill.er, also of Salem. The~or occupied the 
house, with the families of his daughters, s~veral years. li'tJif- l t:r 

There was life in the mansion in thos.e days, as has been well 
set forth in the letter of Miss Peabody. Study, the educa-
tion of children, discussicw of the best methods of training, 
reading the best authors, music, a hospitable table and enter-
taining conversation, :filled. the day and evening. 

Next the propedy came into the possession of William 
S~ .. Esq., a frt<.md of the Clevelands. He had been con 

_§jill'-at Algiers, and. had rendered a great service to our sailors 
who were e)\:p)s~ to the tviolence of the pirates on the Af- ~ 

~~ .Jy_.C<A-4 16'2-7 ~Y'J3 
rican coast. He~ also~ consul at I-Iavana, and was a 

" man of extensive information and agreeable manners. At 
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his deceaseA.the property fell to his sister11who was generally 
styled madam Sti}lwell. She with her family occupied ~he 
house until it was purchased by the state. The :fire whiCh 
ruined the house, was set by two g irls, members of the school, 

-!J.,v..J... f the month of March, 1:8-1-&. The blackened and broken 
1-A.''fl walls make a O'rand ruin, but the grounds would be greatly 

5 -
improved by razing it to its foundations, and still more by 
erecting a new building. 

While ~Ir. Shaler resided here, two other gentlemen, with 
consular title, became familiar with the scenery and the so
ciety of Lancaster. One was William Lee, Esq., of Boston, 
formerly consul at Bor<leaux, who n1ade his home in the town 

- J!,.ctl-1:;1-<,/ 
for a while. The other was Mr .. Manners, then British con-
sul at Boston, who sought a s umt~er resi deuce for his fan1ily, 
remarking that he was induced to locate in Lancaster, because 
his government had found that people did not die in this sa
lubrious place. He had in mind certain long-lived pension-
ers of the British crown. Says a writer, supposed to fiave 

•..J clr, 
~ ... the late Capt. GeorgQ£rhurston : (( they passed several 
summers here in social intercourse and enjoyment, finding 
ample means for indulging in refined tastes and recreations. 
Delightful drives were daily enjoyed through the cool and 
shady groves which abound in the vicinity, and which were 
a constant theme of praise. The hills and woo<ls were ranged 
for game, the Nashua river and our numerous well-stored 
pon<ls, were frequently laid under contribution to supply the 
tabl)i with substantials for a chowder party of thirty or forty 
friends, who were gathered in a delightful grove on the mar
gin of some beautiful pond, to do justice to unsurpassed cook
ery, and sing the praises of old Lancaster, to whom nature 
has been so bountiful in her gifts." 

All these worthy and interesting families seem to have been -
a transient colony, rather than a constituent part of the town. 
Though they mingled, to some extent, in local society, and 
felt an interest in civil and reHgious affairs, yet they took no 
Toot here, and they have no living representatives in the town. 

J~S.ll.S-tJlnQ,t"y.ur·~i L~1~ ~~a~:·~~~~ 
~~ t.o, ~~~3 _ 
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~ {._ DEATH OF GEo~qE M.unmns. U.orge' Man. ~ • ~ 
pf;__ ~ ners, fonnerly British Consul a.t this port, died in ~ ~ I 

H- ·I Coburg, Canada West, 18th ult. We Uud the fol· ~ t,- d:J! f'1., .J. i- ~ 
fAv.- r::j, W.... lowing obituary notice of the deceased in an ex- 5. --r~ 

ltA....· ~ W change: r C<...<) "' ~ 
rJ t I ''lie was born in London, England, 4th of Jtmuary, /1- 11 11 • _ 1 . . 1778; his fatherl Rober~ llannersi Esq., was the grand- <...v ~ _ 
' /'l.,A.Ar-V ~ son of Lord T'!i liam Manners, w lO was the son of the 

third Duke of Rutland; the mother of Mr .. Manners 
was lady Elizabeth Grey; by this \mion there were 
ei~bt sons and three daughter fot•r of the sons were 
<•n.cers of rank iu the Brit:iBh army, and were iu mo-3t I 

1 of the e11gagements in the Peninsular war. Three were 
woUIJded at the battle of ·wn.terloo-one of them, Col. 
Thom11s Mauners, commanded in Canada in the war of 
18124 who married the sister of the Hon. Richard Rush, 
of Pniladelphia, Ambassador to the Court of St. James, 
London. :Mr. Man.n~rs was e ucatedm. Y esL'lllinster 

I School, l.ondon-ealled to the bar in 1805 under the 
auspices of Sir James. Scarlett afterwa;ds Lord Abin
aer-was often urged to take a at · Pat•liament by 
ilis uncle, Lord William, but 1\lr. Pitt having died, ha 
declined the h?nor. l\1r. Manners enjoyed the friend
ship of the Prince Regent, the lJuke of "York, the Duke 
of Sul!sex and other branches of thl'! r oyalty, and all 
tl:c elite ofthe nobility. He was editot J)f the Satirist, 
iu conjunction with Gifford, 'of the Quarterly-Theo-

'1: llil~~Afhe retu=:t of ~itfo~~h~~~~':~ 
Q1'a tnlp,_ he was strongly urged fo take it in hand 
but havmg left England, he declined it-an intimate 
friend of Lo~<.\.Kirkw~HLwh,_o was returned to Padia
ment by h¥! IEstrument:tUty m-1802, then known as the 

l 
greatest wit of ~e age. 

Mr. Ma~nelll marp.ed, in 1797 Charlotte Hughes, a 
Welsh hezress, COUSJn to Lor<J_ norb'ln and fu1• some 
years after rcsideci in -ales, w re fishing and shoot
lllg er hill favorite recreations from close studies. 
In :t817, by t~Q recommendation of the Prince Re,gent, 
he w~s appm~ted to the Consulate of 'Boston, where he 
!emamed .uJ?-til183?, when he Femoved to Canada, leav· 
mg bis o!nClal dl!I'Ies to the VzceConsul. No consulate 
'WAF ''er better filled-his society being courted and 
m• h sought after by all the leading characters of the 

~. Before.Jeaving Lone\! e wr~te several dramas 
. . eat me~ch weN: !dtiy applauded' by }lt·s. 

• l'i!f:>.u". a. d t~e I{emble t'a niTy, with whom he was 
v~ry mhmate, In after yeatl'l. U1·. Cba,·lP.sF.:P"D.blca.nd 
h1s .daught~r, .l!'annr, visited him for some days during 
fhe.ll' stay. m. Boston. .At Boston his pen was inde
fntlgable m literary ptu·suib:. A dreadful fire taking 
place, :tie ~otv a poem called 'The Conflagration ' t110 t...-. 
ale 01 wh1ch, amounting to several hundt·ed doflars 

·v,., app1i~d to the sufferers. For another charity, his 
uomedy of 'Reformation ' was performed with great ;, I success. His 1inest Latin poem was on the death of his 

_;ZlPJ"t,_ ~- g1·anddaughter, Miss Andrew, which was printed in 
,.,/ r- the. Star ant! greatly admired. The late Daniel Web· .. ~' ""' ~~ 7 /k · 

.:d-1~ 1 ~>tel un!f Chlct Just1ce Story were guests at his table to 
dt,.u._._ «-J t-<.' ~;~~t_;~u· •' raiford Canning, then on his way to Eng-
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fear of the repeti ·on or ~;nc .,c., ...... _v'--'-:1 ~ f~..A- ~ 

~ ~ last, and a similar feeling pervaded the minds of all 'I J _ ~ . • n. .J" , •• A .1.<~- I ' 

good citizen!! in the neighboring oities; but at the same ~ -rrz--~ , 
pt,_ ~ time, it was very properly deemed advisable by the au- ~d hv_. ~ 

· _} thorities of CharlestowR to have a force i I'eadiuesa , 
It;_ Q_, W-..- U for an emergency, an a large number of military and lo- 11 ... _.jf_ I.- tv..-.-) 

, ~~ police were accordingly kept under orders. 5-7~ 
' ' ~ Yesterday forenoon, the mother of the girl passed C<..4 ~ 

/} , Considerable time in the COmpany Of hor daught.el' at l .A . 1 

'~ ~ the residence of her guardian, during which she de· I ~ - 1 

clared that she would not leave the house without her. 
The girl1innly asserted her desire to remain with her 

I 
guardian, and ~tot len-gt c.:h m th~r left. awarently 
better ntisfied with suoh ~rrangem~Pt than wlren she 
first entered t~ house. · 

Thul! matten remainci in comparative quiet until 
about the middle of th~ dteruoon. when Mayor }'roth
ngbam 1·ecei ed 1t ut1 rom t ;1 "y,1.1· ~~ Oh· mi.>111 .. 

lain, to the effect that upon information r-30 ivcd frorn 
what he conaid'ered iable autil.ority, he was or the ' 
opinion that a large milituy force would be required 
to preserve tite~e f tho city-through the night. I 

r~~~N~~i-l'~l • After consulting with the Mar·:hal and other author- I 
ities of the city ._-Mayor FI·otbingham applied to His 
Excellency the Governor, who at ·once issued orders 
f'M· }lp attqlio or T,i{J'ht. n' ll.I!OOnS. "9)»1'V'"Pd.. ot.. .r. 
.A. National Lan • , Capt. G1pr.on all:r .i<J· F . H~ ut 
Dragoons. \.1 pl. r'gut, • i.id t - ~> " !z06i- J ;;;P " · 
fantry, Col. Holbrook QO~nu~uuir ;, to. nc h. readin:~S 
at their armori~ t 6} o'clock, 1~. ~I., armed aud equip
ped for puty. The tw militAry compiinies in Che.rl<'S· 
town M ved -;mi "d<>t·s. and l\t bout the hottr 
named, the several •Pa tE' n11 ~ .Jl>rw~d the rdet·, 
and were in attendan wlth full ran· . -

AJ•" ' ~ .; th.:l ~y l'... of the ,yen::.ng,-.. feW' 
eo!lected in groups in rnlon and Austin streets: in t; c 
imm~.;diate vicin'ity' of Rev. Mr. Lyndon's hur h on 
Richmond street, Cn .. "lestown, :md by al.;C\lt l.'l~:a~,.~.;;'i3\!~ 
o'clock some two hun~Hrl, or perh11.ps I?'ore, 
'J~ule • ...... w-...a. ""'- > ,._ -, ;~ 

tin stre.: 'l, was closed ~o Pll passengers. nd either 
was guah.~d by ~tro:u~ body of Polk;.-. Tho Oha lea
town City Guard,. Lieut. Rogers Mmmanding, and the 
Charlestown Artillery, Capt. Lakeman, arrived about.I1J~ 
this time ·n Richmond street, wifuoaf. tM sound ofr.,~.u.. · . 
mut>ic, the forruel' from Austin st1•eet nu the latter . 
from Union street. A detachment of the Bo3ton O• 
lice and Watch bad in tbe meanwhile reached ht i 

.:!J£DH
1

"' ~~ ground, and repaired to the building adjoining thO' -"'-.,c.._. tJ' l/'-'". '1-<i>.J c<r~./ 
/); r- church, where they await~d further order . 1 ...., ~...__._/ ..../, /£-< . 

<t)-- 1 ~ l Y 17 ~ Mayor Frothingham, accompanied by ·ome of t . 

.d-t.u..~ .:..-J ~ members of the City Government, aud l>eputy :Sbim 

t. .. alrVlf{... 

,, ~~ w ~ !V-'-J._ ~ 41-Vv~ ~ ~ Q_wv- ·0; +-~ ~d.v ~~ .__~cJ4i-
~ ~1 -~ ~ ~. ~ ~ M-~~ t~~ l(._ 1t~ oW- I t-«-,.-~ L<1"4 ·· ,~ 
,~'bj~ ~ ~uJ._ ~ ~ ""'- ~~+~ t.; 'ti.,.v i pt.._ Tr-J~.,_,_ ~ 
/r\L-:- ll- 1~." ~~ ~'lAs.~~ 1>- ~._._,&_ ~""" ~--.{ L we... W""-d 
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That brilliant society of men and women,- officials, sailors, 
teachers, scholars, authors, - have all passed away. Only a 
few still linger on earth, but several of them have made their 
names illustrious. 

An ancient family, though not among the earliest, was that a 

of Timothy vVhiting, Esq. What his relationshiD to the Rev. 
J h Wh. . . k H . ~ ' 7.r'i' f o n 1t1ng was, 1s not nown. e cn.me"n;mny years a ter 
the death of the minister, and yet a -long time ago. His 
house stood on the corner now occupied by Joseph B. :Moore, 
and was a tavern so far back that the mind of no Lancaster .;;;;_u f>d-t.l~ 

~-man runneth to the contrary. Mr. Whiting became conspic-
uous in town affairs. Two of his sons were Timothy, jr., and 
John. The former lived in the hotel, and followed the call- tu__ ~ 
ing of his father. He was also a prominent man in the town, f 't-7(, 

and was a justice of the peace when the mere holding of 
the office ·was an honor. The other son, known as Gen. 
John Whiting, owned and occupied the house,-No. 10-
where John A. Messenger now resides. Afterwards he be-
came possessed of the property known as the Whiting place, 
next north of the house of Frederick Johnson, beyond the 
oid brick-yard. It is numbered 1 as the first house inN orth 
Village, and is now owned by vVilliam A. Powers. Here 
grew up his family of sons and daughters; r~markable for 

• j'J.,.r lv-, 
beauty and accomphshments. One became ~Gen. Henry, and 
another Major Fabius vVhiting, of the regular army. Caroline ~, I}.H.M.4 J. 
Lee, known as Mrs. Caroline· Lee Hentz, was a very popular 1 8-oa. (). 

author, in her 1naturity. The family became widely scattered 
from Maine to Florida. 

" They grew in beauty side by side, 
They :filled one home with glee; 

Their graves are severed, far and wide, 
By mount, and stream, and sea." 

The last surviving son, Solon Whiting, Esq., has recently 
moved to Andover, and thus another old family ceases to 
have a representative where the name has been familiar more 
than a hundred and fifty years. 
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The house and store of Moses Emerson, when he was 
:flourishing as one of the most extensive traders in the coun
ty, was at No. 13, the last house on the north side of the 
road to Eastwood Cemetery. It is now occupied by Dea. 
Frederick Whitney, and belongs to the Industrial School. 
Mr. Emerson was a man of great size, growing corpulent 
with age. Retiring from mercantile business, he bought a 
farm of two or three hundred acres, including the old Allen 
place, now held by Mr. Currier, on the Clinton road. The 
romantic pl~ce at the bend of the river, called Emerson's 
Bank, was in his farm. He had four wives, two of whom 
were sisters of Moses Carleton. Sometjmes he employed 
ten or a dozen men on his farm in the busy season of the 
year. 

Emerson was preceded as a merchant on the Old Common 
by Oliver Carter, who built the house No. 13, which is one 
of the ancient houses of the town. He was a son of one 
of the Ephraim Carters, of whom there were several, named 
after the first settler bearing the name. Oliver married 
Emily Harrington, granddaughter of the minister. He did 
a large business at No. 13, and afterwards in the V\Thiting 
house, No. 10, where he used an L part for trading. Here 
he kept everything needful for starting a family in house
keeping, and for supplying the wants of a country neighbor
hood. The sons did honor to their parentage. Their names 
are Horatio, George, Timothy Harrington, . Charles and 
Richard, some of whom are still living. During a large part 
of the eighteenth century, the name of Carter makes a con
spicuous figure in the annals of the town. The Carters were 
moderators, selectmen, delegates to the general court, and 
generally stood high in the records of town and church. 
The sons of Oliver Carter were engaged in the printing and 
publishing business here fifty years since. Other branches 
of the family will be noticed in our Walks. 

Opposite the Emerson store lived Dea. Haven, at No. 1, 
and also Mr. Paul Faulkner,- at No. 4-father of Horace 
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Faulkner, formerly of Clinton, but now residing in Groton. 
He still retains his connection with the Orthodox church in 
Lancaster, from cherished recollections of the past. 

Capt. Orice King 'was another notable of the Old Com
mon. He was a sea captain, and a man of wealth and con
sequence. He lived on the old Pollard place,- No. 12-
named from a respectable family which formerly resided 
there. His house was the one now occupied by the super-
intendent of the Industrial School. Capt. King was a man 
of public spirit, and was held in esteem. One of the tombs 
in the cemetery bears his name. 

The house numbered 11, and lately occuP,ied by Rev. 
Marcus Ames, was formerly the Safford hou!e!~re lived 
Thomas Safford, grandfather of Charles Safford. He was a 
man of respectability, but was subject to fits of mental aberra
tion. Subsequently the house passed into the possession of 
David Steuart Robertson, whose remarkable monument and 
epitaph are noticed in the chapter about cemeteries. Mr. 
Robertson was a scholar, of gentlemanly manners and tastes. 
He was an ardent admirer of our republican institutions from 
principle, and his preference for them was, perhaps, increased 
by the fact that the law of entail, in the old country, gave the 
bulk of the family estate to his eldest brother. He inherited 
only from his mother. Though formed for society, and genial 
with particular friends, yet he lived a retired life. He had 
however a peculiar fondness for the company of young peo
ple, and deHghted to form a party with boys and girls for 
a walk or a pic-nic. It is about thii'ty years- since his sud
den death, but he is often mentioned kindly by surviving 
friends. 

THE CENTER, OR NECK. 

In early times the present center of the town was called 
the Neck. It did not become, in fact or name, the Center, 
until after the incorporation of Harvard, Bolton and Leo-
minster. In 1743, the meeting-house on the Old .Common 
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was abandoned, and the fourth house of worship was erected 
on the brow of the hill, near the road, between the houses 
of A. E. Royce and Mrs. Abby Lane. It was not until the 
town was a hunch·ed years old that the Center was establish
ed where it ought to have been fixed at the beginning. The 
Neck with its broad expanse between the north branch and 
the main river, is the place pointed out by nature, for the 
center of the region round about. The town has suffered 
much in all its material interests from the mutability of its 
center. If this bad been fixed at the first settlement, the 
nucleus formed here would have grown, and have been able 
to give unity and stability to the town, without which no 
town can have influence with other towns, or harmony with 
itself. The main bond of union in Lancaster from the be
ginning till the decease of Dr. Thayer, was the First church 
and parish. Since then, as a general fact, the want of unity 
has been aggravated. Though there is little antagonism be
tween sects or villages, yet there is a failure to draw together 
in favor of any measure to promote the business interests 
of the town ,(or provide creditable edifices for the purposes 
of education} Formerly Lancaster had its judges, senators, 
sheriffs and a representative in congress; but during forty 
years, with brief exceptions, the town bas had no promi
nence in state or county. The same spirit that prevented 
the town becoming the center of a county, in the last cen
tury, and in this, discouraged the building of a great railway 
through the town to Boston, has hindered the development 
of natural advantages, and forced the enterprising youth to 
seek for business in other towns and states. 

If, on the other hand, the center had been fixed in the 
beginning; if the old Concord road had been kept up across 
the Nashua river and intervale direct to Bolton; if the road 
which formerly went from the Sprague bridge, across the 
intervale, west by north, and over George hill, by Frank 
Taylor's, to Sterling and Leominster, had been continued; if 
the meeting-house, stores and shops had been permanently 



.). ~ V..a.......~ ~-;/...;, _s" ja.-v a-.J S'~ ~~ evu.--~~ 

_ .J~~t:i; ~ ~ ~~~~rL,ov-;~-









THE CENTER, OR NECK. 749 

located ; if the offer of a shire or half-shire court-house had 
been accepted, the fortune of Lancaster would have been 
secured. Eve~·ything else would have followed as a natural 
consequence. Business of every kind would have increased, 
the great water power would have been utilized; railroads 
would ·have secured direct connections with marts of busi
ness in all directions, and a large and beautiful city would 
now cover this splendid site for a capital. 

What is lost cannot be recovered, but even now, if a spirit 
of unity can be developed, and the minds of the people can 
be induced to combine in useful enterprises, Lancaster can 
at least keep pace with the growing towns in the vicinity. 
If not, it 1nust, by degrees, take a lower relative rank, until 
its children can only take pride in its past history. These 
lines are not written for the sake of reproach, but in the 
hope that the inhabitants of the town may be awakened to 
the importance of uniting in every feasible measure to pro
mote all the interests of this fair and noble heritage. 

But we must resume our walk, and for convenience, will 
begin at the 1ninister's lot of land, which lay in fi·ont of 
Charles L. Wilder:s house. It was bounded on the south by 
the N 9.rth river, east by the Penacook, part of the way, and . _ 
~ ;{1;~~', west by the land of Richard Smith, and ":.V~;i!;. 
north by east, by the Concord road, or \Villard Avenue. ~ 
The west line-fence which was between the Rowlaud~on and ~~:;~~~
Smith lots, stood where the present fence stands. In the 
minister's lot were thirty-nine acres; thirteen of upland and 
twenty-six of interv~·tle. Tl c la d on the north side of the 
road belono·ccl to ILL_ • The minister's son, 

o ·\.·~M, ~~ .__, 
Joseph, sold the .ll!J:l4?io .t'hllip Goss of Boston, merohant, 

1'\ 
in 1687. The lot west belonged to Lawrence \Vaters, and 
reached to the North river, but he sold a- pad; et: it to good-
mln~all, after having built a house upon it. [The line be- . 
tween I-Iall and \Vaters cannot be defined on paper, but?. , 
Waters still held t he part near the river, including. tl~e site (;:_:;~. 
of Mr. Vase, Mr . Symmes, and some others] Hall sJcnd to 1ratw 1J-<>U v 
~~ u , Jkj~ 1t; a..~ ;_ff-~~( L::l ~~ ~ (,.,_J. 7) Z,' 

) .jt:J.,t. 'iL:.J tvM ~ ~- ~ .~Jv~ ~~ -1- H.~~~ _ 7 J/ "/;?vl-r 
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Richard Smith; he to Mr. John Tinker, merchant, and he 
to Major Simon Willard when that Christian soldier settled 
in the t~~~- . ~D: 1673, having moved to Nonacoicu~ now 
.Ayer, he~~-· . toZ/-~on-in-law, Cyprian Stevens/ Philip 
ani~{2~~s wen~ the next ownern-, in 1714;-~ sold 
the-~ 4-QQ iaHle year. to Simon, son of Cyp1~n )'tevens. 
~-=t.H~*-~lH<ffi:m:sm~s=-8~--S'tell-e., who sold,~ 172y, to 

X' Col. Samue_l Willard, grandson of the valiant major. From 
that time till the death of the first wife of the late Henry 
Wilder, excepting the interval when the estate was confis
cated, this property has been jp.Jk~l~~ession of the Wil
lard family. Through Mr. WildmAifgoes into the ownership 

(CL) of the New J erusalen1 Society. 
Nothing more needs to be said of the Willards who for

merly lived on the avenue, but a brief reference must be 
made to three of the children of Col. Abijah Willard, who 
occupied the homestead after the revolution, the property 
having been purchased of the government. These -children 
were Samuel \Villard, Mrs.J?ea. Wales and Mrs . .Anna 
Goodhue. The son was bot~l.iil 7f759, and died in this town 

:T~.tst>m 1856, aged ;{fJciy~;~:U. The second, Elizabeth, the wife 
of Joseph Wales, was an excelle~"Ypman, whose memory 

tAAA l'f .:.J (,{ 
is still fragrant, though she died "1822.; The youngest 
chilo was AAJyna, born Augm;;t 20, 1763, and baptised the day 

S-0. ~ ~'1-'l!.J~s-g--
following. fJ1 .November, 1804, she was married to Hon. 

/I 

Benjamin Goodhue, a disting·uished merchant of Salem, and , ?, _ __:1 ' 
r:f , p_ . • , 17~-q -1 'i{o&-' • h.A.A ~ ""''1~ 
''?~~~ __ .one of the first s-enators )n the congress of the U nitecl States. 
1
7
n! e; 179 c.· ~He was a man of high character i:md great influence. His 

I '7-. £., {?'ero 

/u.... ~ death in 1814 was probably the occasion of her returning to 
Lancaster, where she lived to the great age of ninety-five years, 
less eighteen days. These three children of .Abijah Willard 
were born in the house now occupied by Sewell Day. Two 
.of them, Samuel and .Anna, lived in the same house in their 
later years, and there breathed their last. It was written of 
Samuel Willard, in 1854, that though in his ninety-fifth year, 
he was in the ''full enjoyment of his mental faculties." He 
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still wielded a ((pen readily and with vigor," and sought enjoy-
ment in society, reading or a game of whist. The same writer ....... ~ 

-Mr. GeorgectThurston-speaks of Mrs. Goodhue in ~ ~~ 
iT t..v-. 1 I r N. 

these words, when she was in her ninety-first year: ¥She 
'"retains her youthfulness, and all her faculties, except hear
ing, to a remarkable degree. Her beautiful auburn hair re
mains unsilvered ; she is still an interesting correspondent, 
and her chirography is round and fair,- almost unchanged 
in three quarters. of a century. Her eyesight remains perfect, 
and the most exquisite specimens of her needle work and 
€mbroidery are not unfrequently presented to her friends." 
She was ((always cheerful and fond of society," and in her 
·conduct an ((exemplification of all the Christian vidues." 

Mrs. Goodhue is still remembered by many who knew her 
in her ((green old age," and they all speak of her in terms of 
admiration. She is represented as a woman ·of great effi
dency in her home, and in society. The poor found in her a 
sympathizing neighbor, and it was her pleasure to do kindly 
things for her friends. Joseph Willard, who was intimately '") 
acquainted wit~ her, wrote in 1858, just after her decease, kr 1 tfS''l. 

as follows : 4ler life was on the whole eminently happy .J 

1' It was made so by a cheerful, affectionate temperament; by 
great good sense ; by unwavering Christian faith; never ~ W~ 
murmuring or complaining, but placing herself in position on ~ /:>_.,_,7 
the bright side of events; always endeavoring to do her duty 
in her sphere, and seeking to promote the happiness of all 
with whom she was in any way connected. Hence she ac-
quired (troops of friends,' who were always welcome to her 
hospitable ~ansion, and never left without an increase of 
esteem and loving regard. Her presence was a benediction, 
while her winning smile revealed the ~eauty of the spirit 
within." It is pleasn.nt to know that such women,- inherit-
ing the strength and beauty, the brightness and sweetness of 
the old Puritan stock- once walked these streets, and looked 
upon this scenery. Though they pass on to brighter scenes, 
they leave a benediction to all coming time. The air seems 
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more fragrant, the verdure more vivid, and the blue of the 
arch above us more fnll of the love of God. 

It should be noted that the Willard house is not on the 
originallot_..of Mr. Rowln.ndson, as that was south or east of 
the road. lMajo_L.!Yl!l~d~on w~~.J!Jot_Qf_~d 
~ ~nd we may suppose that,-lr& bought it as a 
better site for a house than could be found on the south side 
of the streetJ The major had large possessions in other 
parts of the old and undivided town. 

The Waters place lay along the east side of North river, 
above and below the Sprague bridge. His line on the east, 
ran frmn near the west line of the Henry vVilder gnrden, 
south by west to the river, which it reached somewhere be
hind the house of James Chandler. We will not stop here 
except to pay a tribute of deserved respect to a citizen who 
came to Lancaster nearly a hundred and forty years after 
Waters began to plant and sow his beautiful intervale and 
upland. The Hon. John Sprague was a citizen of the town 
from September 1, 1770, to the time of his death, Septem-

~ ber 21, 1800. He was born in Rochester, Plymouth county, 
!>tT~-a-o-f.•li a-.J.--. ~' 1740.· His ancestry was highly respectable on the 

~e ~i· both father and mother. The latter was descended 
from Elizabeth, sister of admiral Penn, one of Cromwell's 
indomit.1ble eapta:ins. Mr. Sprague graduated with honor, 
at Cnmbridge, in 17G5. He taught for some months, and 
then studied physic ·with a view to the medical profession; 
but in May, 17 G6, he cnterod as a clerk in the office of Col. 
James Putnam, an eminent lawyer, in Woreester. Two 
years later he was admitted an attorney of the court of 
common pleas. After a few years' experience in Newport, 
R. I., and Keei{~~7N. H., he came to Lancaster in 1770, and. 
entered into partnership 1vith Abel '\Villard, Esq., a counsel
lor at law, of good repute in his p.rofession, and as a peace-

~~e. . d 
maker among his townsmen. In 1772 he was marne to 
I{atharine, ninth daughter of Richard Foster, Esq., sheriff of 
Middlesex county. By her he had one son ar1d two daughters. 

1 
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His practice soon became extensive, but was broken up dur
ing the revolution, when private questions gave way to the 
mighty quarrel with the mother country. At this time he 
bought a small farm, and labored upon it with his own hands. 
He put off his ((linen and rn:flies and other appropriate ha
biliments, and assumed the garments of labor, which were 
then the chec~d shirt and trowsers." Such is the descrjp
tion of Wilhn:d, from whom this notice is drawn. After the 
war legal business revived, and Mr. Sprague rose by degrees 
to the rank of one of the most ((safe, discerning and upright 
counsellors" in the state. Though not eloquent, he was an 
impressive and convincing advocate. l-Ie divided the busi
ness, the profitB and the honors of his profession with such 
lawyers as G&'v:i;·trong and Judge Strong, of Northampton, 
and the :first Levi Lincoln, of vYorcester. His practice 
reached into New Hampshire as well as Into Middlesex, 
Worcester and Hampshire counties. 

In town affairs he took commendable interest, and was a 
safe adviser and faithful officer. He was frequently a mem
ber of the general court, in the house or the senate ; in 1786 
he was chosen by the government as the law adviser of Gen. 
Lincoln, when sent with military force to suppress the Shay's 
rebellion; and in 1788 was a member of the convention for 
ratifying the Constitution of the United States. The town 
was opposed to the Constitution, and through a l;committee
iustructed him to vote against it, yet leaving him to act ac
cording. to his discretion. But he looked at the subject with 
the eye of a statesman, rose above popular clamor and local 

~ prejudice, and gave his vote for the ratification, though only 
six other dQlegates from the county voted with him. 

In the same year he was appointed sheriff of the county, 
but having reduced the administration of the office, (which 
had become subject to irregularities,) to order and system, 
he resigned in 1792. Renewing and enlarging his practice, 
he was appointed chief justice of the court of common pleas 
for "'V'Vr orcester county in 1798, in which station he presided 
with honor to the time of his decease. 

48 
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Though a lawyer, he was not a fomenter of litigation; but 
rather a ]over of peace. In him. was mingled a high sense 
of justice and a happy faculty for reconciling jarring incli
nations and discordant wills. On this account he was often 
employed as a referee or arbitrator, before he was elevated... 
to the bench. 

In his time there were no law schools, and candidates for 
the bar studied under the eye of eminent practitioners. Judge 
Sprague had many such young gentlemen in his office in the 
course of his public life. It may be safely said that no citi
zen of Lancaster, in all its generations, has surpassed Judge 
Sprague in the combination of elements which make a great, 
usefu1 and honorable man. 

The words of ¥lilla1·d may be quoted in conclusion. ~~In 

his domestic relations he was faithful and affectionate ; a good 
neighbor, unostentatious in his professions of friendship, but 
manifested his sincerity by kindness and beneficence, and 
untiring efforts to do good. He was a lover of order, and 
ready at all times to promote the interest and honor of the 
town. His charities, hospitality and benevolence are by 
many still remembered. The writer -l~- of this 
memoir, who was his neighbor, and by his desire by his bed
side the last twenty-four hours of his life, witnessed his 
calmness and resignation at the approach of death, and his 
faith in Him who giveth the victory." On his grave-stone 
are the words of the Saviour: ~~Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they shall be called the children of God." 

The house occupied by his grandson, Mr. Vose,-No. 65 
-and for sever.al years till recently, by Rev. Alfred Emer- ~ 1111 
son, who mar~1ed a granddaughter, was buil~for Judge / 1 

Sprague by Eh Stearns and Jonathan Whitney, thorough-
bred carpenters. It is perhaps the finest specimen of the 
better kjnd of dwellings erected here towards the end of 

. the ~ast century. It is well built and very spacious, with 
considerable of the old-fashioned carvina which adds so much 

• b 

to the amemty of ancient interiors. Dr. Dwight, president 
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(~I 

of Yale College, in his t avels throhuo-h New 
th h h . o t.J- r ?r . 

roug t Is town · In of t · and he 
probably had in his mind such people as Judge Sprague, Mrs. a.t' 

~ Capt. Ward, and others of that stamp, 
and such mansions as the houses of Levi Wilder, and the 
Sti}fWell house on -the Old Common; the houses of Daniel i 
Bemis, built by Judge Sprague, and sold to l-Ion. Daniel ~ 

.13~q,~ c{;._~ u 

Waldo, of ~r, who lived here a few years,""' .r rs. 
Goodhue, Mrs. Carleton, Major Rice,-Mrs. Greene's-and 
Judge Sprague in the Center, and those of Dr. Thayer, Capt. 
Ward, and one now gone, Dr. Atherton, in South Lan.caster, 
when he wrote as follows: ~~ Lancaster~is a beautiful town
ship. y.frhe surface is ex~remely pleasant, and even elegant. 
It consists of hills, valleJ,s., and plains, finely insterspersed 
with groves and orchards; and a succession of intervaJis.>' x x >'--if--7-

The houses in Lancaster are, in many instances, very good ; 
and appear obviously to be the habitations of gentlemen. 
A greater degree of taste is conspicuous than in various 
other places, where the buildings are equally expensive. A 
number of polished people have always resided here; and 
the inhabitants at large have been distinguished for industry, 
sobriety and good order." 

The house of Mr. Royce, though recent, .stands on an 
ancient site, and an old well was found on the' premises 
when the house was erected, in 1833. Richard Linton was 
probably the first owner, because his lot extended from the 
road which was then west of the present house, to the Pena
cook river, before it was divided i-a half with Ralph Hough
ton. '};.hmc i:s reason to believe th .. tH{obort B1eek, uho~ 
~t~nded along the re><cel west crf the ~VJJ. ball, 1\ ,us the , 
~~ The horse sheds behind the n1eeting-bouse, 
reached from the house of Mr. Royce, almig th.e bank, to 
the house of Mrs. Lane, and perhaps beyond. The Royce 

. house was built hy Elias Danforth. l-Ie sold to Capt. John 
H. Shaw, a retired ship-master who ~a public-spirited 
citizen. Ilc was a man of intelligence and pleasant manners, 
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but being a democrat, and :finding the whiggish temper of 
the place too hot for him, sought more congenial society. 
George Dodge, the merchant, came next, and with his family , 
filled the house with life. 1Yiore recently Gen. Joseph Stevens 
purchased the house and farm, and made it the abode of 

dM~~~aste and hospitality. Mr. Royce came into P?ssession two 
/'dlf' or three years since. It has been the summer home, the last 

/I /~ two years, of Mrs. Bishop Eastburn. 
The ori<Yin of Mrs. Carleton's house has not been traced 

0 

by the writer. It is certainly very ancient, though well pre-
served. It was an old house when Mr. Thayer moved into 
it, about the tin1e of his settlement in 1793. Moses Smith, 
Esq., lived here at one time. It has been occupied by Mr. 
Tidd, Mr. Carleton, and Mrs. Carleton, the widow of both, 
a long term of .years. 

The ((Homer house," so called, and by jfveral other 
names,-No. 126-now owned by lVIrs. Elmi!Jbfh·~ ... ep~, was 
erected near the beginning of the century. lMUJffi;:Rice, a 
lawyer, built and occupied it, but failing to persuade the 

./.t. ~u :)._..: young lady for whom it wa~~7' to grace it as his wife, 
~ ~ he :finally sold it and left town. The house was considered 

.114-1- .. 1. ~ trll- the best in the county, as before stated, and is still in good 
~ ~ ~ condition, It has had many owners, and more occui)ants . 

.,. ~~~ ~!'i'l'f 
~ ~ ..._., 17~), A lVlr. Yickman, of Salem, bought it, and his son Gayton 
l{.t, WV~ ~ i . . occupwd1t. Hori. James G. Carter dw~lt there many years, 1~L7-1~~9 
f~ ~ r~w)when it was owned by his father-in-law, Rev. As~t Packard. 
~ p· W1:'1(, {, Dinner parties and musical parties were entertained there in 
Ju) ~~ those clays. The arched ((blue room" was called the music 
~~~ ~ ( i ~room. Peter T. Homer, of Boston, was another owner, who 
P7.t'l ,.~ occupied it several years. Jonathan Forbush then purchas-
l'i · .. · ·\ eel it, but still resided at his mansion in Bolton. Among-
~~. . ~ 

his tenants were Rev. ~fessrs. l.nw-IAenee, Bartol, Leavitt, 
Marvin and Dr. H. C. ICenclrick. ~ ~v(1~ 

Another occupant was Solomon Carter, son of one of the 
Ephraim Carters. The father lived at the Frank Taylor place, 
where a tannery was once worked by tt Carter in early times. 
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The children of this Solomon, who lived in the Homer house, 
and at other places, were Solomon, of Boston, WilJiam, of 
Chicago, George P., of Cambridge, and James CoolJ'dge, of 
New York, a lawyer who has achieved wealth and eminence 
in his profession. The daughters were Elizabeth and ~1ar
thu, wives of Dr. vVellington, of Cambridge, and Mrs. Abby 
Lane. Their mother .was a sister of the late Dea.. Samuel 
White, and Rev. James C. White, a minister of ability and 
earnest devotion to his work, now residing in Cincinnati. She 
is spoken of as an ~~excellent woman.~' The father was kind 
to everybody, but not attentive to his own interests. Such 
men do not accumulate property, but are held in kind remem
brance. 

'rhe Hon. James G. Carter has been referred to so often 
in the course of this work as to anticipate what might find a 
place in a regular biography. He was a man of good educa
tion, and great versatility. He seemed qualified to serve the 
public in many ways, and was much in public life. There 
was scarcely any posjtion in the state which, at one tjme, did 
not seem within his reach. But the commonwealth has more 
men of mark than places, and the ablest do not always reach 
the hjghestposts. Mr. Carter left Lancaster about 1849, and 
when fortune appeared to be smiling upon him benignantly, 
he suddenly died in Chicago. 18"4-r M 2.~ cu...t. r~ 

We pass the house of Rev. Mr. Bartol, only stopping to 
say that the pl::tn of it is a work of genius, and come to the C<_ 

t~ old Wriffordhouse,"-'- No. 130-back of the house of Frank 
P. Breed. In ancient times the road ran there, and there were 
houses at Nos. 135 and 137. Wrifford was a famous writing 
master, and for a long time his system was in vogue. The 
house was removed many years ago to Green bush, where it is 
now occupied by ~1ichael Burke. J\1any families have lived .'b 
in the house of Mr. Breed,-No. 129-but it was l~t 
in possession of the late Ezra Greene, and after his death, 
.of Mrs. Elmina M. Greene and her family. 
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No. 137, now the barn of William H. McNeil, was once a 
tavern, and long time a private dwelling. Here lived Peter 
Green, town treasurer many years, and a man of sense and 
humor. At one time, before Sterling was set off, the people 
in that part of the town, among other eccentric t~1ings, ral
lied at a town meeting, and voted that the minister, Mr. 
Harrington, should preach three or four Sundays in succession 
there, leaving the meeting-house here to be closed. Peter 
Green had not heard of this until the pastor announced from 
the pulpit, when he spoke so as to be heard by those around 
him : !! Ah, ha ! that's right ; they need preaching over there, 
give it to 'em hot." After Green, ~ 
4l<Tt be stated; came Dr. Manning and ·Dr. Peabody, father 
of the three celebrated daughters. They were here in 1820, 
and a year or two afterwards. 

The house of Frederick Johnson,-138- is ancient, and 
probably was built by a Joslyn of the second or third gen
eration. Jacob Sweetser, a man of property and standing, 
owned the place in the early p~rt of the century; he was 
succeeded by Capt. Thomas B. Warren, who set up a bakery 
between the house and road, nearly forty years since. 

Passing over to Lane's crossing we are at the lower end 
of !! Phelps' street," as the I-Iarva.rd road was sometimes 
called, because several families of that name lived on the road 
from the corner to the top of Ponakin hill. The Lanes, Dea. 
Jonas, and his son, Cnpt. Anthony,- Nos. 25 and 31-gave 
an importance to the locality during two generations. They 
were both men of enterprise and influence, in town, parish 
and church affairs. Across the railroad, at No. 30, the house 
of EmgrjlvYhite, we :find one of the oldest buildings in the 
town, though the date of its erection cannot be fixed. It has 
the appearance of great age, and Mr. White remembers a 
woman who was very aged, when he was a boy, who said that 
it was an old house when she was a girl. Eighty or ninety 
years ago it was occupied hy Robert Townsend, a shrewd but 
eccentric man, of whom many anecdotes were formerly told. 

I 

I 
, I 
l 
I 
l 
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l 
I 
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He had a brick-yard, and built the Lancaster House. He was 
deputy sheriff at one time, and held other employments. 
One of his interesting daughters became the wife of Mr. 
Whitney, the schoolmaster so kindly mentioned on a former 
page by Rev. Mr. Beman. He was the fath~r of the l-Ion. 
Giles H. Whitney, of Winchendon. 

The hour:;e of Samuel R. Damon is not one of the very 
ancient ones of the town, and yet it is old, as it was built by 
Eli Stearns, an active man here seventy or eighty years since. 
As hewasacarpenterwho had served a seven years apprentice
ship, and knew the whole trade, it is ea,sy to believe that he 
made thorough work in a house erected for his own habita
tion. ~r. Stearns filled a prominent place in town and par
ish, besides his figure as a man of business. 

The house of Nathaniel C. Hawkins,-16 -is al!long the 
most ancient in the town. Willam S. Locke, who was born 
in the house the year his father Major Jonathan Locke "'
moved into the town, thinks that this is the oldest, and even 
conjectures that it was built before the massacre, and was 
the solitary dwelling left by the Indians, where Mr. Hoar, 
Mrs. Rowlandson and two Indians staid over night, after her 
ransom. Her words are: ~~about the sun's going down, Mr. 
Hoar, myself :;tnd the two Indians came to Lancaster, and a 

. solemn sight it was to me. Th.ere had I lived many com
fortable years among my relations and neighbors, and now 
not one Christian to be seen,~r one house left standing. 
We went on to a farm house that was yet ·standing, where 
we lay all night; and a comfortable lodging we had, though 
nothinO' but . straw to lie on. The Lord preserved us in 

0 

safety that night, and raised us up again in the morning, and 
S'

6 t c d " carried us along, taat before noon we came o on cor . 
T~o~og_,of t]le ~~jarfR_hot§e ".w~its Ql~, be-
cause it is hardly supposable that If It had ,been east of the 
river, she would have spoken of it in such terms. In old 
times there was a rope hanging from the roof-tree, and 
reachinO' to a well in the cellar, ·enabling the family to get 

0 

;/... 
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water if besieged by an enemy. .These are plausible reasons 
for thin king that the house may be the lone survivor of all 
that stood here in June, 1G76; but on the other hand, it is 
quite difficult to believe thnt tradi tion, and even authentic 
history would not have preserved the fact. 

However the house is very old, and yet is jn good repair. 
It htlS passed through many bands, anc1 rp.ay outlast many 
recent and more showy d\vellings. The builder and first 
owner is not known. As John vVhite and his immediate 
successors were the very early proprietors, it is at least sup
posable that it was erected by one of the family. This 
supposition is strengthened by the fact that a blacksmith 

o.-' shop was once on the land northeast of the house. One or 
more of the early vVhites carried on. the trade. It is true 
that vVilEam and John Lewis, at first, owned the two lots 
next north of John White's, but in time he became owner 
of these and several others farther north. 

But leaving conjecture it is known that the house was 
used as a tavern far back in the last century, and probably 
at an earlier date. All travel from the north and west, in 
those times, went down the Neck road to the crossing of the 
Penacook, and thence to Groton, or _ to Bolton, Concord, 
and so on to Boston. The road was a thoroughfare down 
to the close of the eighteenth century, and the old tavern 
was the home of old-time travelers. Families by the name 

fL {)f Jones, Hildreth, and others have lived here, and the 
bridge below the house went by their names, as well as 
by the name of White, earlier, and of Locke and Hawkins, 
in recent years. .. 

On the west side of the road, at No. 14, is the Wyman 
place, where Nathaniel ·vvyman settled when he came from 
Woburn to Lancaster in 17 42. He was son of Benjamin 
and grandson of Francis Wyman. The latter died in 1699, 
aged 82; hence it is inferred that he was born in England. 
His great grandson Nathaniel, was born, January 26, 1719, 
the tenth in a family of fifteen children. One of hi~ sons 
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named Benjamin, was born, September 21, 1765, in Lancas
ter. He lived to 1826, and was for many years in public 
service as clerk, treasurer, assessor, selectman, representa
tive and deacon of the First church. Besides fn.rmino-, he 

b 

did much work as a surveyor, though not a man of robust 
constitution. He seems to have been held in hio-h esteem. 

' 0 

His .sons Charles and Nathaniel have perpetuated the family 
name in the town. The former was deacon of the Evangeli
cal church from its formation till his death in 1871. The 
house and land now occupied by his widow, and his son 
Benjamin F., was once a part of the John White estate. 
The house is~~cellent s·pecimen of the country architec
ture of the -Hiiddle of the last century. The barn has an 
interest from the fact that mnch of its frame was taken from 
meeting-house No. 3, which stood on the Old Common, and 
was left in 1 7 43 . 

We next come to the John vVhite place, No. 13, where 
Edward Houghton now resides. This has been the property 
of the family from 1653 to the decease of the late Dea. 
Samuel F. White. His widow married the late Dea. Peter 
Osgood, whose daughter is the wife of Mr. Houghton. The 
present house is recent, the former one having been destroy
ed by fire, as the earliest one was by the Indians. Here 
the first John White lived till two or three years before the MA ~ -:: J.t. 
destruction of the town. His son Josiah, sloiGQll aBfr- cap-
tain, ~ably succeeded his father,l!hough his son, Josiah, ~ 
jr., .~ deacon, was on the south side in 1705] and joined 
in the petition to the general court in favor of locating the 
third meeting-house on the old site. 

John White, the famous captain, who died in 1725, was 0 
1- the brother or son of the p~, and occupied the home~ 

stead of the family. He died in the prime of life, leaving 
several children. In 1724 he purchased a lot of land at the 
north end of Pine hill, of John Good·man, of Hadley. He 
was a blacksmith as well as a farmer, and a man of energy 
and character. A road extended from the White place over 
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Wheelock hill, and the whole length of Pine hill, to the Dyer 
place. Doubtless one of the sons of captain John White 
took up his abode on the south side of the road,- nearly 
opposite Dyer's- where the old cellar is still to be seen, 
because in later times there were in that neighborhood, three 
Whites, styled John, John, jr., and John, 3d. I find in 
17 88, one John White bought a small parcel of intervale of 
Dorothy, wife of Phinehas Ward. She was granddaughter 
of Eunice White, widow of Capt. John White, who died in 
1725. . 

Dea. Josiah White, last mentioned, resigned in 17 49, on ac
count of age, but continued in the office of treasurer till 
1766, when Dea. Joseph White was chosen treasurer of the 
church. His son Joseph became deacon in 1802, though 
modestly reluctant . In 1839 his son Samuel F. White was 
elected to the same office, and held it worthily about a quar
ter of a century. The latter had two brothers in the minis
try; th~ former, Rev. William H. White, Unitarian pastor 
at Littleton, deceased; and Rev. James C. White, Ortho
dox Congregationalist, still living. The family of the 
original John White of Lancaster is scattered abroad in the 
land, far and wide, and a full genealogy of it would fill a re
spectable volume. His descendants have almost uniformly 
held a respectable position in society, and in the church. 
Some have risen to distinction in military and civil life. The 
Hon. Joseph White, late Secretary of the Board of Educa
tion, is in the line of su,ccession. The only living male rep
resentative of the family, bearing the name, in Lancaster, is 
Emery H. White. The late deacon Samuel had several sons 
and daughters, none of whom reside here. 

Next came the Atherton lot, twenty rods wide; next to 
that the three lots of Ralph Houghton, sixty rods wide, an¢[ 

'I- · e. All thi~ 
c: · y e a · famfly. Then 

the Whitneys, father and son, lived on opposite sides of t4e : 
Neck road, where now reside Mrs. Frost and Mr. Avery. 

~, 
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The exact site of the Houghton house cannot be designated. 
The house close by the river, with its magnificent elms, 

now occupied by Daniel Bemis, was built by Judge Sprague, 
and sold to Daniel Waldo, of Worcester, who lived here for 
a time. The next house west was ancient, and might have 
been the residence of the Houghton family after the rebuild-
ing in 168Q, but of this there· is no proof. It ceased to be 
ma~~flars since. It Wll:S occupied, in succession, by Abel --r. 
Wil , Ebenezer Torrey and Davis vVhitman, the last two 
retired merchants from Boston. 1?-~ ~a..~~ ~.t ...:... J'i¥-'~- -

-~~a_~ 1'5o..Ac..o-<- -
A word must be said of the ((Mansion House," so called, A 

on account of its successive inmates, It was built by Aaron c..{. ~ · 
Willard, a carpenter. ~s it was occupied by him, 
though that j ~ do abtful. . , , <I> · ~ · 

~? After him, with pomaps i11tervCftingr~w<-~fr 
tenaB:17.s, came Gen. Greenleaf, proprietor of the mills at Pon-~frat~ 
akin, aH:el; Dt. Greenleaf~ the Hon. vVilliam Stedman, sheriif, -~ '

7'rr. 
~--..l.. t t' ' i ~ o J .-.(!l • M S h -ttH"'rrepresen a IVOin congress, ~enn::S:t':%8IOns; rs. out -- ~ .... - ~ ~ ~ '+ ':. 

wick, who had a boarding school, taught chiefly by Miss 
Everett, a daughter of Oli~r Everett, and assisted by Mrs. 
S.'s daughter. More recently the· Rev. M. C. Stebbins, and («-I 

William A. Kilbourn, A. M., have, in succession, used it for 
a boarding school, for which purpose, on account of its dl- . 
mansions and location, it is well adapted. 

Directly opposite the Mansion Honse, at Mr. Stowell's, -
No. 60-lived Calvin Carter, lVL D. He was son to Dr. 
James Carter, and of the same stock as all the other Carter8 
in the town. He was a widely known and successful physi
cian and surgeon, in his day. Forty years ago his practice 
extended through the northern and central parts of Wor
cester county, and far into Middlesex. He was a man of ec
centric genius, and though a scientific physician, cared little 
for professional etiquette. He did not refuse to consult with 
empjkics, though he would have his own way, or drop the case. 
Hence he was not in favor with ·the faculty, and his students, 
however well started in their medical education, could not 
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get advanced standing when they entered the medical school 
in Boston. This broke up his school here, which was in the 
present almshouse. He was sometimes rough and brusque 
in demeanor, but could be gentle in the sick room, and the 
touch of his hand wa::; soft as that of a lady. There was no 
end to his jokes and pleasantry. Though not regardless of 
religion, yet he was rarely seen in the house of worship; yet 
occasionally, on stormy days, when but few were present, 
he would be seen in the church, and also in the chapel in the 
evening. Once when a good man had led in prayer, he said to 
Rev. Charles Packard; ~~Well, if I could not pray better than 
brother I would not try." He was courteous andre
spectful to the. clergy, and faithful to his patients, bat not 
always choice in his language, or master of his temper. He 
loved company, and was very entertaining to those seated 
round his hearth or his hospitable table. His sagacity in 
diagnosis was rarely at fault, and his skill in tre~~ent, wheth
er as physician or surgeon, placed him high i1i" professional 
standing. 

Behind the Mansion House, in the lane, still lives Dr. 
Right Cummings, who began practice here more than fifty 
years ago, and continued in it till a few years since. He has 
survived wife and child, both long since dead, and now feels 
the infirmities of extreme old age. The skill and prudence 
of earlier secured the comforts of the later yearl;l of his life. 

Before leaving the Center, a word must be said in regard 
to one whose name has already been mentioned with rever
ere nee and esteem, the late Prof. William Russell. IIis em
inence as a scholar and educator has been recognized in all 
Dircles of education. It was his felicity, not merely to teach, 
but to teach those who were to become teachers. His con
nection with Normal Schools and Teachers' Institutes, ena
bled him to exert a powerful influence for good over thou
sands who have been employed in schools of every grade, 
and who have been made better by his instructions and ex
ample. Perhaps in no way was his life made a blessing to 
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(a1 the world more than by his~locutionary training in colleges 
and theological seminarie:D The effectiveness of a large 
number of ministers in the pulpit has been vastly increased 
by his labors. 

But his friends will remember him as a man · a laro-e-
' b 

hearted, exquisitely cultivated, high-toned Christian gentle-
man. It was his. intention, in college clays, to become a 
missionary to India, but the state of his health caused a change 
in his plans of life. But though the form of his labors and 
the sphere of his influence were altered, he was essentially 
a missionary from Scotland to America, and his genial pres
ence was felt far and wide in the land of his adoption. In 
all places he was respected and loved by old and young. In 
advanced life there seemed to be a halo about his person, and 
his presence was a benediction. The little side street some
times called Russell Court, where he and his accomplished 
family made their home several years before his decease, is 
a shrine hallowed in the memory of many a grateful pupil 
and friend. J-1-v.J W<-~ ~ 1 n-.3 _ 

NORTH VILLAGE. 

Though Mordecai McLond had his lot and home, before 
the massacre, at the east end of the North Village, and John 
Bennett/c · 1 ) owned the , ('(.. 

. ~ b ? 
place at the ·west end, nearest the bridge, after the rebuild- . 
ing, yet this did not become a village till more than a hundred 
years had passed. It is not known when it was first styled 
H the Village," but probably not before the coming of Niajor 
Jacob Fisher, and some of his contemporaries, whose mechan
ical skill and energy created bu~i1iess in the locality. By 
deo-rees families moved in who made fL lively neighborhood, 

b 

but the fact of its situation on the great road to Boston, 
brought travelers who needed entertainment. The taverns 
were supported by the traveling public, with the help of the 
men of the vicinity who, far more than now, patronized the 
bar, with its rum, brandy and toddy. Blacksmiths, harness 

,, • 1 / ufj;~ J~un...4 ~~~ ~~ Y- ~ 
(). ~ 'lf"~.vw f £L-~ ... 1~ .l......d. ~f"-- ~ J6 s-j-S_.J, o.s. 
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makers, wagon makers and painters found steady employ
ment. Other business followed, and the street was cheerful 
with the sound of prosperous labor. The only anecdotes 
which have come down to us from the past of the Village, 
are connected with the taverns. One or two may be admis
sible, as they are free from the profanity and vulgarity which 
exclude many stories of old times from the printed page. 
Yet these exhibit, quite clearly enough, the rough~~ horse 
play" of former days. 

One story relates to a pretended horse trade, in which one 
of the parties, on trial of the animal, was thrown. A horse 
had died, and the weather being cold, had frozen stiff. 1\:now
ing this, one of the frequenters of the tavern, and a jockey, 
played .a practical joke on a traveler. He told the company 
that he had a horse which he was ready to part with, and 
would like to have him tried. He was already saddled and 
bridled, and ready to show his paces. Finally a man agreed 
to try the horse, and see how he liked. It was evening. The 
company followed the bargainers to the drive-way, where 
the horse stood on his feet, as if alive. But as the buyer 
seized the bridle, placed his foot in the stirrup, and began 
to mount, the old. carcass came over upon him, amid the jeer
ing shouts of the crowd. 

At another time, when a large company of teamsters and 
others were having a lively time before a roaring fire, in the 
great, old-fashioned fire-place, a man came in and joined 
them. They called on him for a treat. He was not ready 
to gratify them. They pressed him, but being a temperance 
man, he refused. This roused their spirit of mischief, a raw
hide of an ox was brought in, the man was seized and laid 
upon it, when four stout fellows taking it hy the corners, 
held it, man nnd all, over the blaze, till he roared in pain, 
begged for mercy, and promised to treat all round. Such 
anecdotes, whether true to the exact facts or not, are doubt
less characteristic of former times, which, in some respects, 
were not better than these. 
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We have already referred to a distinguished family which 
formerly lived at the house,--No. l-as we approach North 
Village from the Center, that is, the family of Gen. John 
Whiting. Here also lived Major Fisher, and it is supposed 
that some of his children were born and reared in this an
cient dwelling. I-Ie built and occupied the large brick house 
on the south side of the street. I-I is sons, captains Jacob and 

~Carter, had their homes in North Village, nearly opposite >'-

the house of their father, till a comparativly recent date. 
Times have changed since their prime, when the Village was 
brisk with the branches of business mentioned in a former 
chapter. The three taverns are reduced to one, and the owner 1tl.4 t>t<..(.. 

has other resources for a living. The stores are all closed. " 
The only shops are those of Mr. Rugg, the blacksmith, and 
the Messrs. Stowe, wagon makers. Yet there was a time 
when the Village seen1ed on the turning point of fortune. 
The parties who gave a start to Clinton, made advances to 
get control of the Poni kin water power, and of the intervale, 
but were not met in such a way as to encourage investment. 
((There . is a tide in the affairs of 1nen," whether singly or in 
villages, and if not ((taken in the flood" it does not lead to 
fortune. 

The policy which has prevented the growth of Lancaster. 
has forced away scores of enterprising boys who have done 
much to build up other places. Two or three cases bearing a:... 

on this point are suggested by the locality which now is claim-
ing our nttention. On the east end of North Village lived 
the familie::; of Newhall, Lyon and Bigelow. James New
hall's house was at or near No . G, now owned hy Miss Eliza 
Newhall, his daughter. He was a musician of consider-
able prominence in his day ,"as preceding pages have shown. 
Several of his brothers were gjfted with a taste and talent for 
music, and were mneh employed in singing-schools, and as 
leaders of church choirs. They sought other homes to better 
their fortunes. Miss Newhall owns n house here, hut her 
ability as a teacher of music, as well as other branches of 
education, finds employment elsewhere. 
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Farther east we come to the early home of the late John 
a_ E. Lyon, who had in him enough of business talent to en

rich his native town, if it could have found scope and induce
ment. He became a man of fortune in connection with the 
railroad interests of~ ew Hampshire, but with the exception 

d{ '.)ooo . .J L 1-. L .J! ~ -

1 

of a small donatio'i1 to a 'llluarit~' Bl!iBtRIBeu v' t tt8 -~ 

• the First Parish, left his large property to enrich other 
places. :<r 78 

About half way from Lane's crossing to the Whiting place, 
lived the four Bigelow boys, in their early days. As they ' 
grew up, the conviction that this was a poor place for boys ' f 
with limited advantnges, inducec~ to exert their energies 
in other tOWnS and States. .Ono or two of thP. fom• ~etJlAO 

in Grafton, and became pro 
elected to the senate~ lf. ~ ·~_:_"""" ·-.:_:_~...=--::_:<-~~"~;=~~~~,;_:-_,;~"'~ '"";·. ·~ - -
and is a hizhly respected ger · ·'· 1'\; o. . .d ....., ;. I I· 1 
birthplace. ~ 1· TE E PRon:a n· C'F '(-~ 

( 1 r • r - -~--On the eastern edge ~ ·,· '""''!I.. -LA V 11-J C .. A RTF "'!'?t : ','-~ 
'-' \• I - - ' 

h. l l T r ·H 
W IC 1 laS :\ .. ;. .L A 1\" C.~ ..S '1 f r. . ~ ; 

( .;.._~~~;::;+::--01-;:~;.~ . ~-:~ ~~~ :-./ ~ 

~Fiille:n partners in medicr ~ 

father, Calvin l!Lft the home, but ret11rned to i.t._afterwards , 
and removed thence to tho Stowell house. This house, No. 11 ,. 
was purchased by Mr. John 1\f. '\Yashburn, a merchant of 
Boston, about forty years since. He carried on the farm, but 
was ever ready as well as competent to serve the public. His. 
name is mentioned often, in preceding pages, in connection 
with town and parish affairs. lie was also a friend of temper
ance, schools and libraries; and he gave his time, influence
and means to promote every good cause. 

Here his sons, John, Edward and Francis, grew to man
hood, ancl from this spot went out into the great world to. 
take a course which has brought honor to themselves, their 
parentage and the town. Col. John D. Washburn, of W or-
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Farther east we come to the early home of the late John 
E. Lyon, who had in him enough of business talent to en
rich his native town, if it could have found scope and induce
ment. He became a man · of fortune in connection with the 
railroad interests of~ New Hampshire, but with the exception 1Sooo . 
of a small donatio 1 to a iiluuity i!HtB~RHHHi "b' tli8 -~ 

""' the First Padsh, left his large property to enrich other 
places. :~ lff 

About half way from Lane's crossing to the Whiting place, 
lived the four Bigelow boys, in their early days. As they 
grew up, the conviction that this was a poor place for boys 
with limited advantnges, inducec~ to exert their energies 
in other towns and states. .Qne or two of the four settled 

ff-
in Grafton, and became prosperous men. rt \::J-Re of these w~ 
elected to the senate ~ A tt .Ird lives in Chicago, 
and is a highly respected gentleman. All have honored their 
birthplace. 

On the eastern edge of North Village is a house,-No. 11-
which has interesting associations. It was built by Ol' for 
Dr (\Jhrin--~l~. ~ly-~t was occupied by him, several 

( years. He had lived in the large three story house, now the-
1 almshouse, with his father, Dr. James Carter, where they 
! had been partners in medical practice. Before the death of 

the father, Calvin l~t the home, but ret11rned to i.t_afterwards , 
and removed thence to tho Stowell house. This house, No. 11 ~ 
was purchased by Mr. John 1\L \Yashburn, a merchant of 
Boston, about forty years since. He carried on the farm, but 
was ever ready as well as competent to serve the public. His. 
name is mentioned often, in preceding pages, in connection 
with town and parish affairs. He was also a friend of temper
ance, schools and libraries; and he gave his time, influence 
and means to promote every good cause. 

Here his sons, John, Edward and Francis, grew to man
hood, and fron1 this spot went out into the great world to. 
take a course which has brought honor to themselves, their 
parentage and the town. CoL John D. vVashburn, of Wor-

,'1<1 



-John E. Lyon, late president of the Boston 
<Jon cord ~nd ~ Montreal railroad, bcqueated $5 " 
to the Unltarian society oT Lancaster his -na: 
town. The income is to be apptJ>prlated fort e 
benefit of the poor of the _Earish.vft-..vt t~J% 
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cester, is well known as a man of large capacity in business, 
and as a prominent member of the legislature. The honorable 
service of Edward R. Washburn, as captain of company I, 
fifty-third regiment, and his lamented death at the early age 
of twenty-eight, was recorded on page 711. It may be ad
ded here that he is always mentioned by his surviving com
rades, who followed him in the marches and combats through 
Louisiana, and in the furious assaults upon Port IIudson, in 
terms which indicate that he was esteemed as a friend, and 
respected as a brave, capable and efficient officer. 

It was the fortune of the youngest brother to achieve a 
still more brilHant reputation. There c~tme to Col. Francis 
Washburn, at the very last moment, one of those rare occa
sions, when a man may rise to distinction if he has the 
genius to seize it. But let us trace his brief career until 
fortune met and crowned him as one of the heroes of the 
war, though his life was the precious forfeit. The facts are 
taken from various sources, but chiefly from a biographical 
notice prepared by the Hon. A. H. Bullock. 

Francis Washburn was in Germany, for the purpose of 
completing his education, when the rebellion broke out, but 
that event came to him as a summons, and he returned to 
offer his services in the :field. He was commissioned as junior 
lieutenant in the First Massachusetts Cavalry. It was sug
gested to him that his studies and practice in Germany ren
dered him fit for higher rank, but this he declined, preferring 
to rise by merit in actual service. His first promotion was to 
the captaincy of the Second Cavalry. At the organization 
of the fourth regiment' of Cavalry, he was offered the lietit.
colonelcy, without solicitation. It was the act of Gov. An
drew in recognition of meri~. When Col. Rand resigned; 
he was commissioned as colonel, and immediately secured 
the respect and confidence of his command, and the appro
bation of his superior officers. With the exception of a few 
days' absence, in 1864, to attend the funeral of his brother 
Edward, he was constantly on duty. He was in several 

49 
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actions in South Carolina and Virginia ; ~~led his men under 
Sheridan, in the presence of Ord and of Grant," and was 
recommended by the latter as deserving to be brevetted bri
gadier general, after his last battle, and while it was hoped 
that his wound was not mortal. A letter from Gen. Grant, 
received by his mother, soon after his death, speaks of him 
as ~~your noble son who fell so gallantly leading his men." 

He was in many engagements and saw much hard service, 
during three and a half years, but never received a wound 
until he fell in the action at High Bridge, April 6, 1865. 
The soldiers of Lee fought for this bridge, that his army 
might have a passage in the effort to escape from Grant, and 
thus be enabled to prolong the war. The object of Col. 
vVashburn was to destroy the bridge. In this contest he 
was surrounded by Rosser and F. H. Lee, and fought them, 
though followed by only one man to eight of the enemy. 
The infantry were behind him, but fur infer1£}' !9. the force 
of the rebels, yet it was necessary to impress'~h the 
conviction that the Union forces were present in strength. 
In this supreme moment, Washburn formed his men, and 
dashed like a whirlwind through the opposing ranks. Then 

0 wheeling, he led them back with like impetuosity, making 
great gaps in the lines. He might now, having shown his 
mettle, and discovered the overwhelming force of the enemy, 
have withdrawn with honor, and escaped with safety ; but 
that would have left the infantry to be attacked, with fearful 
odds against them. This he could not do, and therefore 
made another charge. Swinging his long sword, which few 
men could wield, he had nearly disarmed a rebel officer, 
when another shot him in the head. He fell from his horse, 
and according to the statement of the surgeon of the regi
ment, while he lay helpless on the ground, a rebel soldier 
began to plunder him, taking watch and purse, and attempt
ing to pull off his new cavalry boots. The colonel, coming 
to feeble consciousness, remarked that he would take care 
of them, when the brute struck him on the head with his 



The Charge of "The Fourth Cavalry." 

(From New York Evening Post.) /'('to 
Dedicated to those who fell on the 6th of April, 1865. 

fThe fourth Massachusetts cavalry, or rather a small 
portion of its rank and file, but with most of its field 1 1 
and staff officers, and by its colonel, Francis Wash- ~ 
burn, formed part of the advance, which, to use · 
Gen. Grant's words in his last general report of the 
war, "heroically attacked and detained the head of 
Lee's column near Farmville, Va., until its commall<1-
ing general was killed and his small force over
powered." Less than a thousand men, all told, with. 
out any artille1·y, held in check for a considerable time, 
when eYery moment almost was worth au empire, a 
rebel force otttnumbering them ten to on~. Of the 
twelve fourth cavalry officers who went into the fight, 
eight were killed and wounded, including their gallant 
leader. He lived to reach his home and die in his 
mother's arms.] 

Onward they dash : 
It mattered not the toilsome mareh, 
The foeman's cannon crash; 
Their souls were in their swords, 
Their steeds beneath one throb; 
Onward they charge, 
The grave's disdain to rob I 

Many or few? 
••six hundred?" nay; that were a host 
Be. we this band o true. 
Fo •t ~core of t:usty arms 
A inst an army Irn~d . 
.A 1, weep with us 
Tb,e comrades left behiud! 

I see them still; 
Down .deep ravine, then up "to form" 
On battle-shaken hill; 
One word is all enough, 
One waving blade their light 
Into the hordes 
Of rebel-ragi.n~ fight. 

He at their head 
A knight, a paladin of old, 
A hero-honor Jed, 
And fib red with the faith 
Of ages won to God-
0 what to him 
The soaked and waiting sod! 

0 sweet is it 
For love of land to do and die ; 
'fbe heart-strings heaven-knit, 
Relaxed f1·om tensest strain 
Upon His arm to rest 
In whom alone 
Is earthly conflict blest! 

And shall not we-
Survivors of the martyred brave, 
By tears and blood made free
Gave what they gladly give? 
Y ~s ! by the loved and lost, 
Most sacred hold 
Our country's priceless cost. -A. z. G. 
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sabre, and stunned him. Two days he . remained in the 
enemy's hands, and in the confusion preceding Lee's surren
der, his wounds were not dressed, and little was done to 
mitigate the severity of his condition. But he had fulfilled 
his mission. His daring charges led the rebel officers to 
believe that he n1ust be supported by a. large force of in
fantry, and that the attempt to flank the advance of Sheri
dan was a failure. This hastened the surrender of Lee, and 
closed the war. When Lee surrendered, on the eighth of 
April, Colonel Washburn was recovered, and taken to the 
hospital at Point of Rocks. While there the Hon. E. B. 
Washburne of Illinois wrote the following lines. ((I have 
seen Col. Washburn at the hospital. I cannot refrain from 
testifying to his unsurpassed gallantry and prowess in the 
action in which he was wounded, which challenged the ad
miration of both armies. Gen. Grant and Gen. Ord both 
bore testimony to his daring courage, and expressed to me 
the greatest anxiety for his speedy recovery." . But the hope 
was fallacious. He was brought to the home of his brother, 
in Worcester, where he arrived on the twenty-first of April, 
but died the next day, having the satisfaction of greeting 
his dearest kindred before his spirit departed. 

Thus fell one of the brightest and bravest of the heroic 
sons of Massachusetts; but he died not in vain. The im
mediate benefit to the country was great, and the example 
of soldierly duty and dauntless courage wilL incite thousands 
of his young countrymen to like virtue and valor. It is 
said by on~ who had it from his own lips that he had a 
((presentiment that he should not survive the war. But that 
feeling in no wise hindered his fidelity to duty, or prevented 
him from exposing himself tb danger." His remains were 
brought to Lancaster, and after funeral services at the house 
of his mother, were committed to the earth in the North 
Village cemetery, beside the grave of his soldier-bro~her, 
on the twenty-fifth of April, a large concourse of sympa
thizing friends and citizens attending. While surrounding 
the grave the following lines of Collins were sung. 
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How sleep the brave, who sink to rest, 
'Vith all their country's wishes blessed! 
'Vhen Spring, with dewy fingers cold, 
Returns to deck their hallowed mould, 
She there shall dress a sweeter sod 
Than Fancy's feet have ever trod. 

By fairy hands their knell is rung; 
By forms unseen their dirge is sung; 
There Honor comes, a pilgrim gray, 
To bless the turf that wraps their clay; 
And Freedom shall awhile repair, 
To dwell a weeping hermit there ! 

FROM DEER'S HORNS ROUND TO PONAKIN HILL. 

This walk will include all of the town outside of the vil
lages. Because of 'the length of the way, our pace must be 
rapid, lingering for a moment only here and there, to retrace 
some fi.1ding records of the past. 

The origin of the name,- Deer's Horns- is said to have 
been as follows. Between seventy-five and eighty years 
ago, a deer- some say a moose- deer- was shot just below 
the mill which stands near number nine school-house. The 
h~ad was cut off and fixed upon a post by the roadside. 
Latei,,{ihe skin and :fleshy parts were remove4} and the· broad 
antlers were mounted in better shape.. Several posts have 
decayed, but the horns have been mounted anew, and are 
still to be seen by all travelers, where they have been an 
object of curiosity to three generations. 

The Deer's Horns district, as it has long been styled, is a 
section of good farming land, and has been well cultivated 
by several succeeding generations. In early tin1es it was 
occupied by families of the name of Sawyer, Fairbank, 
Richardson, Thurston and vVilder. It has been sparsely 
settled till within a few years, but its proximity to Clinton 
has induced quite a number of men who find employment 
there, to locate their homes on the Lancaster side of the 
line. This process will probably continue. The number of 
scholars in the school has trebled within half a dozen years, 
rising from ten or twelve to more than thirty. 

:. 

I 
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The families just mentioned have figured largely in our 
history, but their descendants are mostly scattered up and 
.down the land. Coming northward to the Thurston corner, 
-No. 185-we are at the estate .Qf George A. Parker, which 

1
-.> 

./t1f" ... 
was formerly in the hands of ~ Thurston. Mr. Parker's 
father, who carne from New Hampshire, lived in the old 
house, which was enclosed in the west part of the new one, 
a few years since, and then taken down, piece by piece, till 
room was made for a ne~ interior. The beauty of this 
.situation and the historical interest connected with ICing's 1 

~~trucking-house," at the north end of the home lot, were re
ferred to in tho proper place. Mr. Parker, an eminent civil 
engineer, has done much to enhance the natural beauties of 
the place, consisting of upland, plain, valley and hillside. 
This was a ~esg_rt of the late Cornelius C. Felton, b 

(a brother of Mrs. Parker,) president of I-Iarvard Univer
sity, and his brothers, one the president of the great railway 
line betweyn Philadelphia and Washington, and the other a 
distinguished la;wyer in California. 

The road starting on the west side of the house, and ex
tending over George hill to school-house No.7, was, during 
more than a hundred years, almost wholly occupied by the 
descendants of N athauiel Wilder, youngest son of Thomas. 
The next road north, extending over the hill by Frank Tay
lor's, was taken up by the Carter tribe, who, however, were 
not confined to it. Their name and lineage have received 
due attention. 

The Fletchers nearly monopolized the third road, going 
up by the Matthews place to the old Rugg and Osgood 

· home. Pleasant notices of this family, as well as of the 
Carters, have already gratified the reader. A few lines in 
regard to the Fletcher genealogy will not be out of place in 
this connection. 

John Fletcher, great grandson of Robert, who came from 
En()'land and who settled in Concord, in 1630, was born in 

0 ' 

Chelmsford, and in 1712 married I-Iannah Phelps, soon after 
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his removal to Lancaster. His courtship and marriag~ have 
been described by one of his lineage. His home was direct
ly west of the Brick church, and the homestead remained in 
the family until 1868. His son Joshua married Mary, the 
daughter of Ebenezer and Sarah Allen, May 25, 17 48. He 
was born, lived and died in the house erected by his father, 
the :first house-No. 152-on the north side of the Fletcher 
road over George hill, and never traveled forty miles from 
home. He was on the committee of safety ·in the Revolu
tion. Though more than fifty years old when the news of 
the battle of Lexington came, he left the plough in the fur-

><. row, mounted his horse, and hastened, with other volunteers, 
to Concord. 

Timothy, second son of the last mentioned, was born, 
September 20, 1750. His wife was Hannah Fosdick. He 
was an ardent patriot like his father. In the winter when 
Washington and his army were suffering from cold and hun
ger at Valley Forge, and crimsoning the snow with the 
marks of bloody feet, he :filled his sleigh with shoes and 
took them to the camp, leading his horse all the way. He 
seems to have lived in different" places, as his :first child was 
born in Grafton; then several were born in Alstead, N.H., 
and the younger ones in Lancaster. His son Joshua was 
one of the Alstead children, where he was born, May 8, 
1783; he married Nabhy Warren in Boston, November 20, 
1811, and died in Lancaster, July 4, 1844. Among his 
children was Charles Thornton, one of the committee to 
whom the publication of this work was assigned by the 
town. The Fletchers of Lancaster have, in every genera
tion, been an intelligent, industrious and temperate race. 

For example, William, brother of Timothy who led his 
horse to Valley Forge, and son of Joshua, who hastened to 
Concord, was, according to the ~~Fletcher Genealogy," one 
of the pioneers of the temperance cause, an honored man in 
the community, and a consistent Christian. He occupied 
the old homestead on G(wrge hill, where all his children 
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were born. Among these was Otis, now a bookbinder in 
Clinton. 

Ascending the hill we come to the house of David Mat
thews, built by one of the Carters, who stepped over from 
Carter to Fletcher street or road. This was ((:fiddling John," 
so called, not becaw;e he was addicted to the :fiddle so as to 
neglect his trade, which was that of a rake maker, but be
cause he delighted in music, and often solaced his weariness 
by playing on the instrument. The grand old elms were of 
his planting. Long may they adorn the hillside. 

Curving to the right, and going north, we come to the laet 
homesteads on the road, now, sad to say, in ruins. Here 
lived the Osgoods, deacon Peter, and ((uncle David." ((The 
Lancaster Osgoods," says the late Ira Osgood, the compiler 
of a ((Register of the Osgood fan1ily ," ((are very numerous 
and widely dispersed. They appear to be a sober-minded, 
substantial, industrious and useful people. They have not 
entered so largely into the professions, nor held conspicuous 
positions so much as many other branches of the same family. 
I find among them a large number of deacons, some clergy
men, some physicians and teachers, but the body of them 
have been farmers and mechanics." 

Three brothers Osgood came from Andover, England, to 
this country between 1634 and 1638. John was the ances
tor of the Lancaster branch. His son Stephen married 
Mary Hooker, hence the name so often used as a Christian 
name in the Laneaster family. Their son Hooker was born 
in Andover, learned the trade of a saddler, and married 
Mary Wood. In 171 {I he removed to Lancaster, with his 
entire family of seven sons and two daughters. The sons 
hadlaro-e families. The first house of this family was near 

b 

the river side, whence they were driven by a great freshet, 
as said before, leaving a cellar hole as a memento. The 
next house was in the same :field, farther south, and· nearly 
opposite the Middle cemetery. One of the sons was !-looker, 
ir. ; another was Moses, the sixth son, who married Martha 



776 HISTORY OF LANCASTER. 

· Powers, and settled in the west part of the t~wn on a farm. 
lVIoses had seven children, of whom the fifth was Joel, born 
in 174(:). He married,- in 1774, Lois Rugg, whose ancestral 
home was the Osgood place on George hill, above mentioned, 
now owned by William G. Wilder. The view from this 
place is one of the 1nost extensive and pleasant in the Nashua 
valley. Joel Osgood's home was the last house in Lancaster 
beyond the mill of Barney Phelps, where he owned large 
tracts of land. cc Here eight children were born, and his 
wife died. After settling some of hi~ children on portions 
of his land, he moved to the Rugg estate, before mentioned, 
married 1\-irs. Lucretia Rugg Thayer, a sister of his former 
wife, and ~·esideu there until his death, in 1821." His sons 
Peter and David were born on George hill, where the former 
lived till 1849, having bought out the homestead. He mar
ried Mary N. Bridge, iu 1825, and had four daughters, the 
youngest .of whom was Martha Sophia, now Mrs. Edward 
Houghton. His wife having died in 1847, he was married, 
two years later, to Mrs. Elizabeth G., widow of Dea. Samuel 
F. vVhite, and having purchased the White estate, remained 
upon it until his decease in 1864. Peter Osgood was a dea
con of the First church until he united with the Evangelical 
church many years before bis death. His brother David 
married Eliza Bridge, and resided son1e years in Medford, 
but in 1849 returned to Lancaster, where he died in 1874. 
He was a man of gentle and devotional spirit, upright in all 
his ways, and noted as one of the ~c sweet singers " of our 
Israel. 

The old road from the top of George hill, down the west 
side to Phelps' n1ill, was formerly named after a family by 
the name of Greenway, which lived at the present Brockel
mann place. We find the name of Osgood, vVebb, Sawyer, 
etc., in the old records, but cannot linger. Coming over 
Ballard hill, the Ballard neighborhood is reached at the house 
of Thomas Lawton. Those bearing the name were numer- · 
ous, the families were respectable, and many of the men 
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were prominent in the town, the church, and the military 
-companies. The place which once knew them, knows them 
no more, as they are dispersed abroad from east to west. 

Coming down the road, the Wilder house, with its ~lcl ... 
fasfti..Gned l\1ansard roof, rises in large proportions. Here 
lived Col. Joseph Wilder, a very prominent man in his day . 

. He was the father of Major Gardner vVilder, who succeeded 
him in the house, and in the management of the mill or 
mills at Ponakin. They were men of enterprise. The only 
daughter of the son married Capt. John l\1aynarcl, who took 
an active part in town affairs, and carried on considerable 
business at and ·near Ponah:ilt, sixty years ~inc~. In.·the 
Wilder house, now owned by the \Vorcoster family, lived 
Mr. William Townsend to the great age of eighty-nine, a 
hale and hearty old man to the last. He died in 1876, and 
thus a link that bound _us to the distant past was broken. 
Next down the road we come to cc Repose Cottage," tho sum
mer home of Miss Sophia l\1aynard, granddaughter of Major 
Wilder. 
. Dr. James Carter, who lmilt and occupied the piT§ent &<.

almshouse, cannot be passed without notice. The anecdotes 
of him are numerous and humorous, but some of them are 
mixed up with his son, Dr. Calvin, and many of then1 will 

·not shine in print. Like his son, he was a man of superior 
natural gifts, and he had an extensive practice. His house 
is one of the largest in Lancaster, and standing on the 
hill, looks over a .magnificent prospect. The first house was 
burned. }!?built anew, in the· same style as before. I-Ie1·e 
he alone, or in compa~1y with his son, attended to patients, 
managed a fine farm, kept tavern, started a medical school, 
and during several years, took care of the poor of the town, 
as the lowest bidder. He was gentle or rough, as the mood 
took him, or according to the company about him. The 
story is told how he opened a boil for a man, by the road
side, with the toe of his boot, vigorously applied. Before 
the patient could gather himself up, the doctor had mounted 
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his horse, and galloped beyond the reach of stick or stone. 
In relation to this mode of practice it was aptly said of him} 
that he was a "free lance." 

About half way from his house to the Joslyn place, now 
the estate of John Cunningham, is the ite of a house which 

'-' W"'-' h,.A,.,.J._ 

once stood on the hillside, and l;ffl-loB:ged t<+ Nathan Puffer. 
His son, Nathan,jr., married Nabby Joslyn, who, after his. 
death, became the second wife of Gardner Wilder. The 
Joslyns were one of the :first families of the town, and lived 
at different times, on both sides of the river. They, and 
Daniel Stearns, living next south, are familiar to all readers 
of this work. The daughter of the latter, Miss Deborah 
Stearns, lived till January 24, 1879, to connect the past with 
the present, and to merit the kindly regards of many, by 

1 lier cheerful spirit and liber~l gifts. From her .and Miss 
Lucy Puffer, daughter of the above Nathan, the author has 
derived many facts of local interest. 

Our next stopping place is Ponakin, where lives the only 
man, so far as known, who owns and occupies the land which 

~~has come down to him in direct male line, from one of the 
first proprietors of Lancaster. ((~'s-rpasture," often re
ferred to in former pages, was between the Concord_ ~o1-~~A- 7~ 
and the Penacook river, but ~ Knight lived~ 
reeoPdod..- His descendant, William ICnight, claims, that 
among his possessions was the Ponakin estate, including the 
water priv-ilege, where some of his descendants have improved 
the power. East of the house, at the upper end of the 
intervale, is Squantum, where the Indians had a temporary, 
and perhaps a permanent ):wme. The hill north of the house 
was formerly called Beman hill. 

ICeeping up the road, and turning to the right through the 
woods,-one of the charming sylvan roads of Lancaster,
the traveler comes to the ICnight place, once the home of 
Manasseh ICnight; farther along on the same side of the 
road, resides Mr. Colburn. Back of his house, in the :field, 
once stood the house of James Rugg, a man still held in 
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good repute, though he died many years ago. He was the 
father of Josiah N. Rugg, who resides on the road some 
twenty rods east, and of other sons and daughters, among 
whom was one whose sad and tragic fate filled the family and 
the neighborhood with sorrow. Miss Martha I{. Rugg was 
on her way to Detroit, to visit a sister, in August, 1844, in 
company with a friend who was a partner of her sister's 
husband. The accident which cut short her journey and her 
life, at the same time, is told in these words: "On the 
morning of August 24, whilst approaching Table Rock, she 
stepped upon the bank, about fifty rods below the Museum, 
letting go the arm of the gentleman who accompanied her, 
in order to pluck some evergreens, when the earth, giving 
way with her weight, she was precipitated down a perpen
dicular height of one hundred and twenty feet, falling on a 
bed of sharp rocks ! The poor girl gave one piercing 
shriek; her companion grasped her shawl, which gave way, 
and she descended! A doctor from New York, who was 
near at hand, hastened with others down the stairs, and 
after much labor and fatigue, reached the fatal spot, where 
they found Miss Rugg on the pointed rocks, still alive." She 
was bled, and reviving, said faintly to those around: "Pick 
me up." She was borne clown to the river side, and con
veyed in a boat to the ferry landing. Being taken thence 
to the Clifton House, she survived about three hours from 
the time of the accident. Her remains were taken to De
troit for burial, the means of transportation at that time 
making it very difficult to bring them to Lancaster. The 
sudden death of one so young and so much beloved by her 
friends, excited mingled grief and sympathy. 

Crossing the fields, north by west., we reach the ((old 
Sam. Rugg place," but the mill is gone. Here lived an 
original genius who not only made improvements in machin
ery, but is said to have invented new combinations which 
enabled others to make fortunes out of patents that of right 
belonged to him. He was a man of strong mind and good 

I 
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sense, and did much to enrich other men without any great 
benefit to himself. He will be remembered from the speech 
in town meeting on the subject of education, in which re
spect he is like the more famous (( single speech Hamilton." 

If the traveler is on foot, and the time is winter, the best 
way will be to go through· the woods and across Spectacle 
pond. This route is very pleasant, and will take him to the 
north end of the eastern bow of the Spectacles, where lived 
the Cleverly family, in a little neighborhood of four or five 
families. The house~ are all gone, and only a few ragged 
apple trees, and garden shrubs remain to show that human 
hopes and fears, griefs and joys once centered there. The 
last of the Cleverly family was recently brought from the 
insane hospital to be buried in Lancaster. One of a former 
generation was a queer genius, somewhat ((allied to mad
ness," who was addicted to writing doggerel verses. These 
by their cynical tone, hard hits, and apt personalities, had 
currency from mouth to mouth, and gave him a certain local 
fame. (( Mobtown," one of his longer poems, is quoted still 
by aged persons. s i ,~. "'"l. 

It was through tbjs section, from the west to the east side 
of the town, that Mother Ann Lee swept like a tempest, 
revolutionizing the whole region. But there were some fam
ilies on which she made little or no impression; as the Far.:. 
wells, Ruggs, Whites, and others. Paul Willard, who built 
and carried on the Brick tavern, and Col. I-Ienry Haskell, 
whose daughter was Willard's first wife, were untouched by 
her fervid appeals. 

It is almost incredible to what an extr.eme the credulity 
of some people reached, in those days. It is said that the 
noted Ireland, living in I-Iarvard, gave out that he should 
never die ; and there were some who believed him. But 
he did die, and then his friends tried to conceal the fact by 
burying him in a field of growing corn. The intention was 
to report that he had mysteriously disappeared, without 
~~tasting death." Mother Ann. was opposed to this folly. 
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It is also related that his disciples in Lancaster undertook 
to play the role of raising the dead. It was given out that 
on a set day, towards evening, a dead man would be raised 
to life, on the top of a certain hill. It was ~(training day," 
and one Butler, a member of the company, having done his 
duty as a soldier, was on his return home, about t~psy enough 
to be up to a rough joke, and yet sober enough to do it 
well, as the hour of resurrection drew nigh. He came up to 
the fence where he could see the pine coffin in which the 
dead man lay. Loading his gun with powder and ball, he 
announced that he also would raise the dead to life. In a 
loud voice he said, ~~I shall count one,-two,-three, and 
at the word three send a bullet through that box." Then 
taking aim, he cried out~~ one,- two"- when a man sprang 
from the coffin and ran down hill as fast as his legs could 
carry him. But the community long since worked clear from 
these vagaries, though the ~~ lying spirits " seem still to ~~ re
visit the glimpses of the moon," and mix with other forms 
of credul~ty. 

We cannot leave the north end without feeling a touch of 
sadness at the sight of so many old cellars, al)d fragments 
of chimneys, where respectable families once dwelt, and of 
such a large area, formerly yielding good crops, but now 
comparatively barren. Surely the hand of skillful industry 
would make these acres smile with a bountiful harvest. If 
the wholesome influence of our spirited Farmers' Club, whose 
annual fair and cattle show is the only occasion which brings 
all the people-old and young-of the town together, could 
be felt here more potently, there would, without doubt, be a 
happy revival of the farming interest, and these waste places 
would be rebuilt. 

With our faces towards the sun, and ·passing the slate 
quarry and Cumbery pond, we come through the pine woods. 
and skirt the hill, until the very ancient Willard house, 
marked - 7 - on the ~~ Map of Lancaster" is reached. 
Amon()' others here once lived John Willard, or c~ Old 

0 ' 
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Beeswax," which was his familiar name. Of all the queer 
geniuses ever raised by the town, perhaps he was the queer
est. Only by accident or. design did he think, speak or act 
like his neighbors. When following his natural bent he was 
always singular. Some said he was crazy; but if so, there 
was ((method in his 1nadness." There are men of fertile 
minds, full of thoughts, fancies, projects, and prophecies of 
the future, who have little practical judgment, or effective 
industry. John Willard appears to have belonged to this 
class. He is the man who set the town meeting in a roar, 
by sportively proposing to put a patent wrench under the 

(a.' meeting-bouse, so that any man approaching it from what
ever point of the compass, might, by seizing the handle, turn 
the front towards his face. 1\1ore than fifty years ago he 
amu8ed himself, and excited the ridicule of other people, by 
predicting that Lancaster would, some day, become a great 
thoroughfare of travel and traffic. Sometimes he foretold a 
ship canal beside Pine hill, and reaching to Providence. 
Then his mind fixed on a railroad as a medium of transit. 
He even went so far to impress his notions upon others, as 
to begin cutting the brush in the swamp, thus making a pas
sage for the surveyors. Careless of the present, he could 
project his mind into the future, and revel in bright though 
distant prospects. 

Ascending the road we find ourselves on Ponakin hill, and 
-at the end of our walks. Standing here and looking north
ward, the eye covers the sylvan home of one who trained 
successive swarms of children in the rudiments of education, 
and taught them to (~mind their manners." This was Con
sider Studley, kindly remembered to this day by elderly 
people. He was also known by another name, because of 

'/. his love for the fermented juice of the apple. It does not 
come down to us that he was an inten1perate man, or that he 
was unfit to be the teacher of the boys and girls, the young 
men and women, of those days. It is rather to his credit, 
that when most people drank rum, he solaced himself with 
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H mild October." He served in the Revolution as a good 
soldier, but afterwards made teaching his special calling, and 
in tha1r way was a public benefactor. 

The modern name of this fine elevation is Whittemore 
hill, so called from a prominent family which has occupied 
its summit and eastern slope since 1792 until 1877. But 
Ponakin is the ancient name, which, while pleasant to the 
ear, connects us with the original lords of the soil. 

((It has been established," writes Ebenezer S. Whitte
more, Esq., whose law office is in the old state house, Bos
ton, that the names (( vVhitemore, Whitamor, Whittamor and 
Whitmore, originate from John, Lord De Whytemere, who 
was born previous to the year 1200, and resided at a place 
now called Whitin10re, in the county of Salop, England." 
The Anglo-Saxon of Whytemere is white meadow or lake, 
ftnd the inference is that the ((name of the _ place gave the 
surname to the family." The name now takes the two forms 
of Whitmore and Whittemore. 

Thomas Whittemore, born in Hitchin, Herts, England, 
about 1595, came to this country between 1638 and 1645, in 
which year he bought a piece of land in Chelsea. He settled 
in what is now Everett, and died there in 1660. His son 
John was baptised in Hitchin, February 11, 1638. He came 
with his father, and married Mary Upham of Weymouth. 
His fourth son was Lient. Benjamin, born in 1669, married 
in 1692, Esther Brooks of Concord, where he settled, and 
which he represented in the general court, six years. His 
son, Nathaniel, born December 11, 1698, removed to Har
vard in 1758, where he died in 1769. He had one son, 
Nathaniel, jr., who was born in Concord, in 1741, lived in 
Harvard, and came to Lancaster in1792. ((He was intended 
for the church, and began to study with Rev. Mr. Emerson, 
of Harvard, to this end, but this object was finally given up." 

This Nathaniel, of the fifth generation, married Martha 
Farnsworth. All their children were born in Harvard. One 
of the sons was named Nathaniel, and was born February 
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18, 1774, he died in Lancaster, August 5, 1856. Prescott, 
his youngest, resided on the h,omestead, and cared for his 
father nntil his decease in 1822. l-Ie then remoyed to 
Rindge, N. H. 

Among the children of the last Nathaniel, was Benjamin, 
who was born in Lancaster, May 3, 1801. I-Ie married, June· 

? 4, ~' Mandana, daughter of Rev. Hosea Ballou, of Boston. 
I 'o1 This brings us tQ _the Rev. Dr. Whittemore, whose venerable 

form was familiar to all until the last year, when he sold his. 
~~') homestead, and removed to Boston. He began to preach in 
/~ (:~-~, 

1821, and was ordained as a minister, in the Universalist 
~,.,~ .u-Ws~enomination at West Scituate, May 21, 1823:- He after-

f ' ~ f'ifl.j /~3o-
wardS preached at Troy, :N. Y i( and South Boston. In 184.3. 
he was invited to settle in his native town, where he officiated 
as !)astor of the Universalist church several years. His last 

• • /'a'S'f:·~~ 
pastorate was 111 NorwiCh, Conn., whence he returned to Lan-

~ 1 caster. His sons are Benjamin B., and Nathaniel H., of 
Jl~~~ r Boston, and MuFt'ay W., of Norwich. ~ 

The youngest brother of the above Nathaniel, was Prescott, 
born July 28, 1787. l-Ie married Lucy Rebecca Gear, of 
Worcester, October 14, 1811. His death occurred at Bea
trice, Nebraska, June 4, 1865. Six of his thirteen children 
were born in Lancaster, and the last seven in Rindge, N. H. 
The ninth child and sixth son is Ebenezer Stowell Whitte
more, ·w:howas educated at Michigan University, and received 
the degree of bachelor of laws at Cambridge in 1855. 

Just beyond the vVhittemore place, at No. 9, lived Rev. 
Aaron Burbank, a respectable Baptist minister, and father 

~ of two sons who deserve honorable mention (as men of sci
ence~ -tlftt1. gifted with the faculty of teaching. 

And here two other clergymen of t:P,e Baptist denomina
tion, by the name of \Villard, claim notice, though their 
early home has not been ascertained. · Rev. John vVillard, 
son, as is supposed, of John Willard, was a faithful and use
ful man in his sacred calling. Rev. Erastus Willard, born 
in the year 1800, left Lancaster early in life. He became a 



Rev. Benjamin Whittemo~e- -was buried in the 
North Cemetery 0u Saturday of last week. The 

1 services were conducted by Rev. Messrs. Bartol 
and Marvin of Lancaster, and Rev. Mr. Black
ford of Norwich, Conn. 'l'he latter gentloman 
now occupies the pulpit formerly held by the 
deceased. Mr. Whittemore was born in this 

' tewn Ma~01: married on Jr,uu: 4th, 1820., a 
daughter oflte~osea Ballou; be began preach
ing in 1821, was ordained as a minister ii}. the 
Universalist church at West Scituate iri .l8.2a., ·set
tled in Lancaster in~ remaining several years. 
During the past few years however, he has re
sided in B€>ston. His health of late has been poor 
and for the last ten or more years he has been to
tally blind. He leaves a widow and three sons, 
viz. : Benjamin B., Nathaniel H. and Maturin M., 
all of whom are now living. He has als-o bmiec 
three daughters. The funeral services were held 
in the Unitarian church -

]J~ ~ ~' ..:., .h..~-- ~~. 
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man of note in his connection, wns learned in ancient and 
modern langnages, nnd at one time was at the head of the 
Baptist n1ission in France. 

Down the southeast slope of the hill, where the barn of 
Cyrus IC Goodale stands, at No. 2, was the house where 
Samuel Damon, the father of Jonas M. Damon, Jived, and 
where the sister of the latter, Martha, known as (( M~·a Dana," 
from her sprightly auto-biographical romance, was reared. 
Before her birth, the family moved to Leominster, but re
turned soon after, so that she considered Lancaster as her 
home. Besides the work just named, she wrote, in connec- <NJ 

tion with a near relative, ((Life Scenes in Our~ Village.,. 
She was employe~~cll, in early life, when nearly all 
the operatives were 1~ born, and she was the spirited lead-
er when the girls, by thousands, struck for higher wages, 
and left the mills. Her present name is Mrs. ~I. YV. Tyler.. 

Looking southward as far us Phelps street, the eye rests 
on the spot,-No. 32-where the old sexton, Elijah Coburn, ~ /~lf-ieul-.<?r 
lived forty-six years. He w~s a character, as is quite often 
the case with sextons and grave diggers. One anecdote about· 
him ·must suffice, but it shows the practical turn of the man's 
mind, though he talked as if possessed of supernatural power. 
The case was this. He had buried a woman, but could not_ 
get pay for his work. After dunning till his patience was 
exhausted, he met the widower one day, and threatened to 
bring up his deceased wife. The man was incredulous, when 
Coburn said: (( :::f I am not paid before Sunday morning, 
yon will find your wife on the front door-step, coffin and all." 
The debt was paid. 

The same spot was the home of the Beaman family during 
four or five generations. Their farms were on both sides of 
the 'road, and one of their homes was on the spot now owned 
by Charles Safford, No. 38. Gamaliel was the first of the 
na1ne in Lancaster. His son J o~, born in Dorchester, in 
1651, succeeded him. He was followed by his son John, 

/uYJ- :who was :..l membm· of the First eh-areh-in-1-1{).8-;-- In 1710 the 
50 
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latter had a son John born to him, who was the father of 
Joseph Bean1an. The latter was the grandfather of Rev. C. 
C. Beaman, of Boston, who was educated, in part, in this 
town, as appears from the interesting reminiscences on pre
ceding pages. 

Our walks and our history here come to a close. From 
this height the whole goodly township of Lancaster is in 
sight, except a narrow outskirt concealed by woo <led hills on 
the north and west. The northern plateau rises before us 
like an almost unbroken woodland. On the east is the fer
tile slope of the elevation on which we stand. Beyond is 
Pine hill, and still farther, the ever lovely valley of the Nash
ua. Westward we look out upon Ballard and George hills, 
and the pleasant valley and intervale of the North branch. 
Below us, at the south, lie the four villages, which include a 
large majority of the people of the town, and which adorn 
one of the most beautiful landscapes in tho commonwealth. 
It is a delightful prospect, suggesting the -words of the sweet 
singer of Israel: ((the lines have fallen to us in pleasant places, 
and we have a goodly heritage." Of this fair heritage of 
every child of Lancaster, we may gratefully use the inspired 
words addressed to an ancient patriarch. ((Blessed of the 
Lord be his land, for the precious things of heaven, for the 
dew, and for the deep that coucheth beneath, and for the 
precious fruits brought forth by the sun, and for the pre
cious things put forth by the moon, And for the chief thinglll 
of the ancient mountains, and for the precious things of the 
lasting hills, And for the precious things of the earth and 
fulness thereof, and for the good will of him that dwelt in 
the bush." 
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5±7, " 5, 
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insert Daniel Bemis. 
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insert Calvin W. and Levi S. 
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GENERAL INDEX. 

This Index refers to names and topics. When names occur in masses, they are not 
repeated here, but will be founu under proper heads. In many cases, names occur 
in the work, when there is no reference to them in the Index, as when they are used 
merely to indicate loc~. 

A. 

Abbott, Joseph, 384. 
Absentee ownership, 78. 
Abutments of stone, 454. 
Academy, 512-15, 521-2. 
Adams and liberty, 326. 
Adams, John) 276,282. 
Addition to town, 18, 153. 
Admission of new families, 

83 . 
.Affecting incident, 109. 
Alarms, 122, 135. 
Allen, Ebenezer, 301, 320. 
Almshouse, 489, 492. 
Ames, Rev. Marcus, 593, 615, 

703, 747. 
Ammunition, 287,407-8,411. 
Andalusite, 31. 
Anderson, l\iiss M., 700. 
Andrews, Ferdinand, 427. 
Andros, Sir E., 121. 
Anecdotes, 198, 310-11, 451. 
Animals, wilcl, 33. 
Anne, queen, 121, 130, 164. 
Annals, 153, 265, 400-3, 406-

12, 426. 
Arbitrators, 79. 
Arched briuges, 450. 
Archives, state, 118,175,411. 
Ardent spirits, 453. 
Argyle, 164. 
Arms, supply of 289. 
Articles of Confederation, 

The, 317. 
of covenant, Y. M. So

ciety, 278-81. 
Artillery company, 411. 
Ashuelots, 223. 

Assessment, 307-8. 
Association, league, etc., 

288. 
Atherton, l3enjamin, 173. 

C., 545. 
Israel, 317,342,364-5,402, 

427. fo1J 

James, 4f-2, 54, 58, 72. 
Jonathan, 312. 
Joshua, 58. 
Phinehas, 258 

Attack, on Joslyn family, 
126. 

on Sawyer's garrison, 
127-8. 

on Lancaster, 135,178. 
Authors, 601. 
Awakening, The Great, 241. 

B. 

Ball and cartridge, 326. ' 
Ball, Jacob, 229. 

John, 38, 40, 41, killed, 
104. 

Ballard, 21. 
Capt. Benjamin, 253, 

256, 260. 
Samuel C , 260. 
Josiah, 272. 

Bancroft, George, 562-3, 729. 
Dca. Tarbell, 46!). 

Banks, 609-10. 
Baptised children, 236, 469. 
Baptismal bason, 467. 
Baptisms, 245. 
Baptists, 88, 412. 

relations with, 467-8. 
Bare hill,134. 1 5' 

Barns, Matthew, 40. 
Barrett, H. "f:• 116. 
Bartol. Rev. G. M., 116,567- .S. 

9, 718, 767. (..3/ 

Ordination of, 568. 
Bass, Edward, 267. 
Beasts, wild, 211. 
Belcher, Gov., 11!7, 216--17, 

248. 
Belknap's Collection, 466. 
Bellingham, Richaru, 77. 
l~ells of London, 216. 
Bell, ringing of, 421. 
Beman, C. C., 523, 7,59. cJY JJ.£~·,..,.) 

Ebenezer, 207, 213. 
Gamaliel, 59, 72, 200, 

205-7, 523, 661. 
John, 59. 
Joseph, 224. 

Bennett, George, 61, 101. 
John, 211-12. 
John, 515. 

Berlin, JA(. ty. 1-tr 

Bible, read by all, 99. 
Bi-centennial, 488. 
Bigelow, brothers, 768. 

Lnke,427. 
1;3iglo, John, 144, 667. 
Billings, William, 59. 
Bill nuisance, 411. 
Birds, 33; wild, 211. 
Black list, 303-4. 
Bliss, Rev. Mr., 243. 
Block houses, 200. 
Bolingbro}re, 164. 
Bolton, W, 142, 199, 201. 
Boocore, Monsieur, 1315. 
Bond, William, 118. 
Bootls, 601. 
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Boundaries, 17, 19, 20, 43. 
Bowers, Josiah, 485. 
Boylston, 19,211. 

Dr. Zabdiel, 364. 
Braddock, Gen., 251. 
Bra.tlstrect, Col., 251, 259. 
Brattle, Thomas, 157. 
Brattleboro', 223. 
Bravery of the garrison, 107. 
Breck, Euward, ~. 46-7, 

58, 72. 
• roseph, 58. 
Richard, 173. 
Ro lwrt, 58, 73. 

Breed, Franklin P, 757. 
Brewer, l\1oses, 314. 
Bridges, 24, 70, 202, 212, 26~ 

'Jl!>Ac.!L trr /~u 70, ~ l'ir3. 2-G .r-'+Sil 
~r,;._"-Y t~-J'J V !Mit: . Atherton, 185, :m1, 402, 

441-2. 

· INDEX. 

Carleton, 1\Irs. Nancy, 35, 
756. . 

Carnes, Lord, 742. '1> ~ 
Carter, Charles, 746. 

Dea. Horatio, 469, 530, 
594, 746. 

Dr. Calvin, 425, 763, 7G8. 
Dr. James, 410.- 717 
Ephraim, 1G7, 319, 333. 

336. 
George, 530, 594, 746. 
George P., 757 . 
James G , 427, 429, 439, 

497,528, 535-G, 756-7.'t'f 
James C, 757. 
John, deatl'l of, 141,252. 
Joseph, 167-8. 
Nathaniel, 222. 
Oliver, 222, 341-2, 746. 
Rev. Smnuel, 124. 
Richanl, 746. 
Sew~ll, 722.· 7l.'& ~ 

carried away, 445--B, 450. 
iron, 455, 500-;2. ~ " 
1o1tone, -143. Solomon, 435, 756-7. 

Bridgman, Samuel, 147.) Timothy H., 594, 746. 
B;~ok.s, 25. . . ' Wi1liam, 757. 

'Jhooks, 'Veils s.", 22-1. Carter's Mills, 55, 65 
Broughton, Edward, 188-9. Casting lot s, 84. 
Brown, Col. Josiah, 252. Caution in settling minis-

N. Porter, 616. ters, 124. 
Rev. Cotton, 244. Cellar~, old, 66. 
Rev. Mr., 514, 575. Cemeteries, 633. 
Thomas, 333. Cemetery ,Eastwootl, 678-82. 

Buckminstcr, Lyman, 528. Middle, 675-6. 
Bulfinch, Charles, 417, North Village, 677-8. 
Burbank, Levi;:;-26. Co~L Census, 616. l7'f- " l..6 ¥ 
Burnett, Gov., iG4, 197. CenteJVlial of 1776, 4!)4. 
Burying field, Old, 182. 1 Center, The, 213, 247. 

ground,Old,633-4,675-6. Chandler, G. F., 725. 
places. 343. James, 752. 
yard, North Lancaster, John, 40, 42. 

674. Jonathan, 38. 
yard, Old Common, 182, J\liss Alice G., 560-1. 

664. 
yards, 374, 402. 

Business, 601. 

c. 

Caley, Widow, 196. 
Call of ?11r Thayer. 339. 
Canada expedition, 125. 
Canal, 426. 
Candidates, in 1792,338,457.\ 
Ganoe brook, 22,197. 
Gape Breton, 148. 
Captives, French, 251-2. 
Capture of Sawyer, etc 144. 

Nathaniel, 731. 
Changes in town, 3!l4. 
Channing·, R ev. Dr., 523. 
Chapin, Abel, 173. 
Character, 96. 
Charles II., 121 . 
Charter of 1G89, 121. 
Child, Dr., 41, 54. 
Children, baptised, 237. 
Chocksett, 19. '2.1 ,3 'S~s-3~ 

Meeting-house, 210-11, 
238. 

Church, additions to, 391, 
470. 

Catholic, 599-600. 

Church, Committee of, 4G3. 
Brick, cost of, 421. 
discipline, 241-3,381,384, 

465. 
furniture, 467. 
Hillside, 575. 
lands, 47, 74. 
organized, 93. 
under Mr. Prentice, 231, 

237. 
Cilley, L. G., 735. 
Classing the town, 309. 
Cl ergy, euucated, ~· 
Cleveland, Capt. R., 528,530, &~'i( 

William, 743. " 
Clinton, 19,410, 482-3. 1.o 
Clintonville, 509. 'L c 

Clock, 421. 
Cloth and napkins, 467. 
Colburn, \Val'l'en, 525. 
Colleague. Mr. Thayer, 467. 
Cotton, Rev. John, 46L 
Commissioners, 75, 77, 81. 

retire, 87. 
Communion, terms of, 23G, 

465. 
Committee of inspection, 

303. 
Conconl, 65. lo 7 
Conditions of settlement, 

78. 
Constitution, State. 302,487. 
Continental 1\icn, 306, 312-

H. 
Corn daucc. 152. 
Council, 459-GO. 
County, new, 191-2. 

tHvi~n of, '483. w 1 

Course of study, 520. 
Courtship, 167. 
Coveu:mt of thcpeople,47. 

church, 161-2, 4G4. 
Cromwell, 88, 231. 
Crown Point, 252-3, 255. 
Cuba, cxpe tlition to, 217. 
Cumbcry brook, 481. 

pond, 26. l.S' 
Cummings , Dr. R. , 489, 764 
Currenc'y . poor, 211. 
Cutler, Dorcas, 223. 

D. 
T 
Uahanto. George, 166. 
Damon, Jonas l\1., 3GS. 6' 

Samuel R., 102, 269, 368., 
759. 
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Danforth, Thomas, 76, 81, 
482 .. ,, , . 

Darl{ age of N ew England, 
158. 

Daughters, educated, 95. 
Davies, John, 38, 40, 42. 
Day, Sewell, 750. 

Stephen , 38, 64, 71. 
Dead llorse, 766. 
Dead river, 69, 185. 
Dean, Samuel. 59. 
Death of Col.J.Willard, 228. 

Dr. Thayer. 476. 
first sett lers. 113. 
Rev. A. Gardner,138. 

Declaration of Indepen-
dence, 303. 

Deer's Horns, 21, 212, 772. 
Deer reeves, 430. ~o" 
Delep;at es to general court, 

mi, 205. 
to conventions, 318, 423. 

Denison, R ev. ~Ir., l,f4. 
Disasters in 1757, 257. 
Discount on taxes, 488. 
Disease of cat tle, 489. 
Distractions of Mrs. Wil-

lard, ~67. 
Distress, extreme, 214. 
Divinity, Willard's, 195. 
Division ofland, second, 84, 

86. 
Divon, Ensig-n. 107. 

Josiah. 107. 
Mrs., 98. 

Doctrine. change of, 388, 
4G3. 

Doe, Rev F. R., 586-7. 
Dogs at m eeting, 343. 
Dorchester, 58. 
Draper, James, 59. 
Drew. Mrs. captive, 107, 112. 
Dudley, Gov. Joseph, 130, 

164. 
Gov. Tllomas, 164. 

Dunlap , J. W .. 116. 
Dumm er . Fort , 112, 216,223-

5, 229. 256. 
Dummer, Gov., 164, 170-2, 

220-4. 
Dunsmoor. Dr., 212,268, 289, 

311-12, 319. 
father, W9: '2-.c,o 
·william, 656. 

Dunste.r, PreFt., 97. 3¥ t. 
Dwelley, Richard, 59. 
Uwight, I>res.,~. ]S"'+-.J 
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E. t Fay, Ron. Frank, 703. 
. ,

1 
Rev. Henry C., 593. 

Eaton, Catha nne, 469. Fire engines, 427, 495. 
Ecclesiastical affairf', 89. wards, 428, 488. 
Educat ion, 89, 94, 159, 276-7, Fish, 33. 

395, 434-41. culture, 491. 
Edwards, Jonathan, 236. wardens, 430. 

Rev. J. E., 689. wear, 183. 
Eliot, John, 88, 382. Fisher, Capt. Jacob, 429, 
Elms, great, 34. - '1- · 515. 
Emba!·go. 408, 410. Ephraim C., 411. 
Emerson, Moses. 746. Major Jacob, 4.13, 417, 

Rev. Alfred, 754. 435, 765. 
Rev. Mr., 729. Miss Ellen S., 517. 

Endicott, Gov. John, 77. Miss Mary E., 561. 
Engraving, 601. FitclJ, John, captured, 2~. 
Epic1em.ic·tever~ 409. Torrey, 735. 
Evange'rlc'.'ll Con~. ~urch, Flagg, JosialJ, 429. 

573. Mr., teacher, 189. ~bv-
organized, 576-8. William, 102. 
confession, 578, 580. Flame of war, 130. 
meeting-house, 584. Fletcher, ClHtrles F., 166. L ~/) 

Expedition,hto •Louisburg, Ch:trles T., 5, 774. 7,7 3 _ 
221. John, 167-8, 197. / 

Expeditions, four in 1756, Joshua, 385. 
251. . Flavor of antiquity, 82. 

F. 

Factories, 60-1. 
Fairbauk, Jabez, 128, 1:35, 

170-2, 190, 205, 654-5. 
IW~~IUJ.,, ldllcd, 104. 

Jonas, 59, 62, 71, 104. 
Jonathan, 125./.a.f.r.St 

Families, distribution of, 
720. ..:...,,_,"'.,t 

nine in1653, 51. 
from R eading, 368. 

Family of 1\lr. Harrington, 
390-1. 

Farnsworth; Benjamin, 2cl, 
426. 

. R ev .. J. D., 523. 
Farrar, George, 59. 

Hemy, 104. 
Jacob, 17, 59, 70, 72, 102. 
Jo1m, 5!). 

Farwe11, J. E., 35. 'f
John, 59. 
Levi, 481. 

Fasting and prayer, 129,338. 
Father's courtship, 397. 
Faulkner, Horace, 746. 

Panl, 74(i. 

Fay, Col. F. B., 38, 160,-&ft!'; 
689, 732. 

Flood, great, 202, 498. 
Fogg, Dr. J. S. H., 132. 
Forbush, Jonathan, 575, 7~6. 
F .oreil.';n born, 723. 
Fort Sumter, G83. 
Framecl houses, 168. 
French in America, 122. 

neutrals, 252. 
traveller, in 1679, 118. 

Frost, R ev. Stephen, 244. 
Stephen, teacher, 212. 

Fullam, Francis; 1G5. 

G. 
Gaines, Daniel, 59, 71, 107. 
Gardens an<l orchan1s, 99. 
Gardner, Geo. C., 514. 

J\Irs. Mary, 245, 249, 2Gf, J-
539. 

Rev. A., 13'1, 135, 138-9, 
159-60, 456. l., ,s

Garrett(, Harmon, 38, 44. 
Garrisons, 102, 132-4, 138, 

149. 73'1-
Gates set up, sn, 
Gates, Capt. Thomas, 288, 

290. 
Hezeldah, 212, 301. 
John, 73. 
Miss Mary, 93. 
Stephen, 5!). 
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Gazette, Lancaster, G09. 
George hill, 21, 136. 
George I., kinp:, 169. 

II., 21G, 267, 
dm, .goodman, 38, 4-o, 42. 
6-laZler, Mary, 128. 
Goodhue, Hon. B., 750. 

Mrs. Anna, 750. 
Godly minister, 43. 
God's house, 115. 
Golsberry, widow, 205. 
G-oss, Jonas, 6G. ~ 3% 
,.J~ip, 7!~· 1~1 

Rev. Thomas, 202, 245, 
388. 

G-overnors of the state, 87. 
G-raduates of college, 623-25. 
Grand entertainment, 168. 
Grave and comn, 141. 
Grave digging, 428. 
Grave-stones for Mr. Har-

rington, 343. 
Mr. Whiting, 644. 

Graves, unknown, 110. 
Greene, l\'[rR. Elmina M., 68, 

329, 755-G. 
Ezra, 757. 

Green, Peter, 33G, 758. 
Samuel, 1\I. D., 132. 

G-reenleaf, Gen., 352. 
Greenleaf, ·william, 329,352, 

7G3. If; 
Greenwoorl'sCollcctioiyt7o. 
Grievances, 319, 321, 
Groton, G9. 
Gtmrding and scouting, 174. 

H. 

Hadlock, Nathaniel, 42-3, 
45. 

Hall, goodma.n, 745. 
Hancock, Uev. John, 248. 
Harring-ton, Arethusa, 594. 

Emily, 746. 
Rev. 'Timothy, 35, 38-9, 

42, 93, 107, 10!), 126, 135, 
138, 236, 248·9, 282, 304-
5, 334, 337-8, 343, 376, 
378, 38G-7, 389, 392, 419, 
456, 539. Hl. 

Hartwell, Etlward, 172-3, 
188!'5., 258. . 

Harvard, 18, 142, 192-4. 
Harwoo:l, Nathaniel, 156. 
Haskell, Capt. Andre·w, 29G, 

314-15. 

INDEX. 

Haskell, Col. Henry, 270,316. 
ElLler, Stephen N., 598. 

Hathaway, S. ,V., 535. 
Haven, Dea., 574. 
Hawkins, Arthur, 607. 

N.C., 759. 
Hear:;;e house, 407. 
Hentz, Mrs. C. L., 745. b1-f 
Heywood, George, 110. 

Humphrey, Horatio D., 596.-//C 
Huntington, J. W., esq., 

429. f..t~ .....t.: 

HJ.lssey, Francis[48n ' 'f,VU'/. 

Hutchings, Benjamin, 136. 
Joseph, 190. 

Hutchinson, Gov., 270. 

I. 
Seth, 312. t.->~ 

Higginson, Col. T. ,V., 527. Indians, The peace with, 
Highways, 45, 80. 6{ S~~.<. li~ 100-1; attack in 1675, 
Hill, Rev. Alonzo, 461. 102; in 1676, 102, 107; 
Hiller, J-9.seph, 743. plunder, 108; fate 113; 
Hoar, ~rl:~:Yi2. insolence, 126; jollity. 
Holden, 19. 127; killing, 128; war 
Holman, Calvin, 500. of 1722, 170. 
Holt, Benjamin, 734. 4!1 Indian bond, 149. 
Holy hill, 371-2. camp pasture, 65.- 3r' 
Home lots, ~. 131. 7cr- fight, 146. 
Homer, Peter, 756. l and, 151-2. 
Horse thieves, 403. ruse, 226-7. 
Hotels, G05. tomahawk, 218. 
Houghton, Benjamin, 290, traits, 65. 

36G. Industrial school for girls, 
Edward, 134, 534, 761. 489, 615. 
Gershom, 222. Infantry companies, 411. 
H. 0., 741. Impressive Incidents, 462. 
lion. S. A. and Gen. J. Inspector of the market, 

F., 741. 306. 
Israel, 380. Instructions to delegate.s, 
Jacob, 194. 281, 286. 
James, 148. // Intemperance, 613, 615. 
Jon~s, 140, .~ 186, 7J9. In Yen tory of losses, 137, 

-:749. Invoice of polls and estates, 
John, 59, 73, 138, 140, 186. 

143-4, 150, 166, 182-3. 
John, jr., 148, 186, 188, J. 

668• 722· James, Thomas, 60. 
Jonathan, 192, 21T. James II., 121 , 130. 
Joshua, 211. Jewett, Asher, 35. 
Ralph, 42-3, 46-7• 54• 59· Johnson, Edward, 76, 79,81, 

G7, ~2, 79, 89J-~6 . /1{.'{.7J1.J 1 124 . 
Houses, fnst, 4if; log, 395. · · 
House for the minister, 160. Frederick H., 758· 
Howard, 1\ir., 66_ George A., 606. 
Howe, Aln·aham, 136. John, 4G, GO, 71• 155· 

A. ., 48G. U., Jones, RcY. l\1., 131. 
Capt., 136, 138, 140. Joslyn, Abraham, 60, 107. 
~., ~ ~Ir'3 ., l.nunecl, 108. 
Elizabeth, 60, 12/.b Nathaniel, 60, 73. 
Gen., death of, 259. Peter, GO, 125-6, 148. 
Samuel, teacher, 18jf.r Thomas, GO, 73' 

Hubbard, historia11, 105. 
Hudson, Daniel, 128. K. 

Humphrey Charles, 430, Kerley, or Carley, Henry 
510, 7'1. 46, GO, 71, 92, 106, 109.' 
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Kerley, or Carley, Joseph, 
107. 

William, 42-3, 46-7, 60, 
71, 83, 92, 107. 

William, jr., 60. 
Kettle, John, 107. 
Key of purgatory, 145. 
Keyes, S. W., 167. 
Kilbourn, William A., 535, 

735, 763. 
Kimball, Henry C., 533-4, 

549. 
Kingsbury, Cyrus, 575. 

Nathaniel, 531. .):Z(. 

King, Capt. Thomas, 17, 37-
8,40, 65. 

Capt. Orice, 747. 
King William, 115, 129, 150. 
Knight, Charles, 454. 

M~,~~ 
MISS A~J., 702. 
Philip, 71. 

L. 
Lafayette, Gen., 474. 
Laity, educated, 93. 
Lakes, 17, 21,24-5. 
Lancashire, 58. 
Lancaster, 18, 19, 24, 37, 43, 

54, 195, 219, 250, 284, 
317~31, 366, 428-9, 430, 
481, 517, 683. 

Lancaster CharitableFund, 
48fj-6. 

Lancaster Gazette, 455. 
Land bank, 214. 
J .. ane, Anthony, 758. 

Jonas, 352, 415, 436, 
758. 

!\-Irs. Abby, 482, 755. 
Larkin, Philip, 211. 
Latin dictionary, 522. 

school, 521-2. 

470, 

INDEX. 793 

Lewis, colored soldier, 296. Mansfield, John, 61. 
Lewis, John, 46, 60, 72. Map of Lancaster, of 1795, 

Levi, 427. 365, 427. 
William, 4B; 61, 72. outline, 20. 

Lexingto11, 284, 289. Marlborough, 130. 
Libel or squib, 96. Marvin, Rev. A. P., 591-2. ,,_ 3-.r 
Liberty party, 430, 478. Masons, Trinity Lodge, 611. 
Library, Agricultural, 54£. Mather, Cotton, 97, 124, 364. 

Club,~47 · 8. Increase, 77,121. 
Lancaster, 540-3. Richard, 382. 
Town, 552·63. Matthew, 101. 
Fund, Bancroft, in lion- Maynard, John, 329, 352, 739. 

or of Capt. Ward, 563. McNeil, William H., 134, &of lf'l/ 
Libraries, public and pri· 758. .s'?; :z.. 

vate, 538. 1\'Ieeting-house, 47, 50, 73,89; 
School district, 545. first, 90, 104, 115; sec-
Sunday school, 546. ond, 119; burned, 136; 

I.icense refused, 430. third, 142; enlarged, 
Life a burden, 147. 190, 205; fourth, 210; 
Lincoln, Abraham, 718-19. porches, 336; more 

Caleb, 327. pews, 337; fifth, 412-
Edward H., 104. 416; old, 418-19; new, 

Line, town, 333. dedicated, 420; old, a 
Linton, _Richard,38,40,41- town house, 422; 

2, 61, 71-2. warming, 427. 
List of lands, 80. Meetings, religious, free, in 
Locker of Mrs. Rowland- town hall, 428. 

son, 116. Mellen, Rev. John, 245, 263. t. :r..-' 
Locke, Major Jonathan, Memorial Hall, 554-8. .'I 

759. Men's estates, 53. 
Pres. Samuel, 539, 641, !~Iicldle Cemetery bill, 111S. i.J S' 

735. b~l. Middle Cemetery, 368. 
'Villi am S., 759. Mile, The, 205. 1 ~ 

Log houses, 99, 167·8. Military heroes, 170. 
Longevity, 616 20. service, 154. 
Lothrop, Loring, 616. Mills, 604-5. 
Lottery, 360, 3G3. Mills of Prescott, 73, 182. 
Louis XIV., 130. l\'l:inerals, 31. 
Love, R ev. William De Minister, house of, 89; 

Loss, jr., 593. burned, 105. 
Lovers' L ane, 35. salary of, 132, 186, 191, 
Lovewell's fight, 164, 177-8. 335. 
Loyalty, oath of, 55, Ministry encouraged, 77. 
Lyman, Miss Sarah I., 561. of the word, 124,159. masters, 522-3. 

migrat ory, 522. Lyon, A aron, 359. Mischievous m en, 57. 
Laughton , John, 284. 
Lawrence, !lev. Amos E., 

588, 689, 703. (,J( 

Capt. John, 411. Mo.desty, spirit of, 190. c < d.nL__'' 
John E., iti8. Mon,co, one-eyed Indian,-= t>U< y 0- · ·-

Lunenburg, soldiers killed 101. 
lleY. William, 244. in, 222. Monckton, Col., 251. 

Lawsuits, 407. 
Law~ers, 622 3. 'Jr 
Leavitt, !lev. G. R., 588-90. 

M. 

Lee, Capt. B., 413, 743. i MacLoud, J\'[ordecai, 61, 73, 
Mother Ann, 368-73, 385. lto 102. 
William, 744. John, 107. 

Legacy ofT. Sawyer, 379-80. Manners, consul, 395. 
Leominster, 19, 203. Manning, Dr., 410, 436, 758. 

Montague, lady JYL Wortley, 
364. 

Moore, Jeremiah, 489. 
John, 61, 70. 
John, jr., 61, 150. 
Joseph, 88. 

Moor, John, 200. 
Joseph, 206, 211, 667. 
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Moor, Oliyer, 211. 
M,o1·<lJs, laxity of, 239. 

state of, 275, 392. 
Mores, Jonathan, 187. 
Morse, Benjamin, 482. 

·Uriah, 279. 
Mosman, Matthias, 367. 
Mossman, Sam., 176. 
Mothers taught children, 

96. 
Mudsills, 454. 
Music in schools, 514, 516. 

instrumental, 562. 

N. 

Names of artillery men, 290. 
bui1 ding committee, 

414. 
Capt. A. Haskell's Co., 

291-2, 294. 
Capt. E. Richar<lson's 

Co., 292, 29!. 
Capt. Sawyer's Co., 291. 
Capt. White's Co., 291. 
cavalry men, 290. 
claimants to new pur-

chase, 165. 
Names of committee of 

correspondence, 287, 
301, 410. 

on beef, 309. 
bi-centennial of the 

town, 488. 
centennial of the na

tion, 494. 
Clinton, 482-3. 
dedication of church, 

417. 
embargo, 407. 
fire engine, 495. 
fish, 491. 
general welfare, 289. 
grammar school, 95, 347, 

348. 
griev,ances, 285, 320, 408, 

410, 
iron bridge, 455. 
location of mceting

house,415. 
lottery, 406. 
Mass. Central railroad, 

4nl. 
mark<~t, 306. 
meeting-house, in 1726, 

190,413. 

INDEX. 

Namesofcommitteeofnew Names of Shakers, 370-1. 
town house, 422-3,481, 
487. 

Normal school, 514. 
old meeting-house, 422. 
poor, the, 425-6. 
poor-house, 492. 
poor of Boston, 289. 
repairing bridges, 500. 
repairing me e tin g-

house, 406. 
reservoir, 495. 
roads and briuges, 361, 

363, 442-3, 448-9, 453. 
singing-school, 344. 
schools, 355. 
on sqhool-houses, 510-11. 
on Sabbath, 412. 
Sett-off to Shrewsbury, 

332. 
to call Mr. Thayer, 457, 

458. 
town library, 553. 
to confer with Mr. Har

rington, 338. 
to hire soldiers, 309. 
to see about a col

league, 339-40. 
to seat meeting-house, 

191. 
Names of continentals, 293. 

corporators of acade
my, 531-2. 

deacm1s, 245, 337, 376, 
380, 385, 471, 582. 

fish wardens, 430. 
lilll'ary committee, 561: 

, members of Y. M. So
ciety, 281. 

members of church, dis-
missed, 238-9. 

minute men, 290. 
overseers, 426. 
petitioners for Leomin-

ster, 203. 
petitioners for new 

meeting-house, 168!, 
120, 132; in 1705,143-4; 
147, 156, 198; in 1723, 
199. 

petitioners of Sterling, 
333. 

school committee, 330, 
352--5, 357, 373-4, 440-1, 
517-18. 

signers to church cov
enant, 163. 

soldiers, 170-75, 223, 226-
228, 252-03, 290-6, 312 
14, 703-10. 

sol'diers to Quebec in 
1775,293. 

subscribers, present to 
E. Broughton, 190. 

tax. payers, 1749, 234-5. 
teachers, 537. 
town ·officers, 169,187-8, 

213-14, 272-3, 328, 330 
334, 373, 400, 431-4, 502 . 
504. 

Neck, The, 184. ! 1.. 

Neck bri(lge, 169 183, 185,: 
272, 364, 375, 445-7. 

Neglect of God's worship, 
154-5. 

Negro child, 154. 
Nepotism, 269. 
New departure, 478. 
New grant, ownership of, 

151. 
New Jerusalem church, 

469, 594, 597; belief, 
596; officers, 595-Q. 

New Versjon, 382. 
Number slain in 1675-Q, 108. 

0. 

Oakes, Rev. Mr., 124. 
Oath of fidelity, 154. 
Ocl<l Fellows, 012. 
Officers of town in 1719, 169. 
Old Beeswax, 414. 
Old Commo11, 132,134,737. 
Old people, 399. &17 
Ordination of :Mr. Thayer, 

340-2. 
Osgood, A bel, 426. 

Benjamin, 384. ~ 
David, 211-12, 469. 
Dca. Peter, 761. 
Hool{er, 199,206,380, 7:>7. 
Martha, 382, 385. 
1\loses, 381-2, 384. 
Rev. D:whl, 461. 

Owning of covenant, 236. 

P. 
schoolmasters, 192,197, Packard, Rev. Asa, 425-7, 

265--7, 277. 470, 574, 670, 756. 
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c rackartl, Rev. Charles, 246, 
532,582-6. 

Ruth, 470. 
Palfrey, Rev. Dr. J. G., 530. 
Palmer, Joseph, 267. 
Paper money, 215, 305,321. 
Parentage of school chil-

dren, 723. 
Parker, Edmund, 46, 61, 72, 

154. 
George A., 38, 535. 7 7 .J 

Parsons, Dr. T. \V., 672. 
Pasquinade, 96. 
Pastorate of Dr. Thayer, 

456. ;J 
Patterson, Rev. R. '!·• 600. 
Paying taxes, relief, 156. 
Payne, Miss Eloise R., 529, 

530, 671. 
Peabody, Miss E. P., 30, 527-

530, 743, 758. 
Peace in 1713, HS. 
Peirce, Rev. Bradford K., 

615, 683. ,.;,__ 
Penacook river, 55. 

INDEX. 

Polity, change of, 464-5. 
Ponakin, 22. 

hill, 782-86. 
Ponds, 26-7. 
l'oor and profane, 41. 
Poor, care for, 19:>, 

425. 
house for, 485. 

345, 

Pope, John, 125. 
Population, 153, 156-7, 232, 

274-5, 367, 483, 601, 616. 
Porches of meeting-house, 

482. 
Port Royal, 148. 
Prayer in town meeting, 

409. 
Preaching at Choxet, 211. 
Precinct, sacred, 212. 
Precincts, three proposed, 

201. 
Prentice, Dr. Stanton, 249, 

646. 
Rev. John, 153, 1G0-1, 

186, 188, 202, 212, 231-2, 
243-9, 386, 419, 456, 469, 
539. (,'?.,(. 

Thomas, 118. 
People~ cllaracter of, 89. • ~"- .,_, 
Pepperell, Sir William, 220. 
Petition to general court, Prescott, John, 17,38-47,54, 

59, 62, 70, 93, 98,_ 135, 
724. 

~. 75; after the mas
sacre, 110; in 1682,118, 
137, 140, H2, 147, 155. 

Pettee, Rev. Joseph, 596. 
Pews, sale of, 420-1. 
Phelps, E tlwanl, 102, 426, 

492. 
Elizabeth, 223. 
Hannah, 167-8. 
John, 248. 
Robert, 292. 
Ruth, 167. 

Physicians, 620-2. 
Philip, King, 101, 104, 113. 
Phipts, Sir William, 121, 

125. 
Pickering, Col. Timothy, 

461. 
Pierce, John, 61. 
Pigwacket, 1H. 
Pillows in meeting-house, 

343. 
Pinehill, 23; houses on, 365, 

Jonas, 62. 
Jonathan, 62. 
Lydia, 59. 
S:unucl, 138. 
William, 300. 

Prices in 1777, 307, 337. 
Priest, Lewis, 597, 
Printing, 607, 609. 
Proprietors, thirty, 75, 170. 
Propriety, The, 181. 
Province Rate, in 1749. 
Prudential committee, 440, 

510, 512. 
managers, 43. 

Publishinp:, M).~:-" 
Pulpit of L:mcaster, 687. 
Purchase, original, 17. 
Putnam, Rev. Dr. George, 

692. 
·william, 319. 

ro::ul, 496. Q. 
Pitt, Willi:nn, 258. r 
Planters, names of, 51-2. Qnakers, 88,412. i.¥L 
Plummer, Farnham, 450, Qu~ssoponald11, GS, ?to-~~, 

451>. Qumcy, Mrs. Ann, 670. 
Poignand aml I'lant1,41

1
0. Quota of town, full, 311. 

~ 
6~r. ~'-<-"'-S'o..;b /J " ( .. ~c .. 

Rattlesnakes, 177. 
Railroads, 610. 

Central, 4!10-1. 
crossing, 496. 
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Rand, Nathaniel, 427. 
Re-bli.ilding the town, 118. 
Rebellion, w:n- of, 683-719. 
Record of lmHls, 79. 
Records, 87, 117-18, 169, 181, 

188. 
Churcll, 479. 
volume lost, 87,160. 7· ;r'i", J?! 

proprietors, 480. 
Reed, Rev. James, 596. 
Religion, 89,496-9. 
Religious liberty, 122. 
Remick, II. E., 27. 
Reminiscm1ces of Mr. 

Fletcher, 395. 
Revolution in England, 121. 
Rice, Edward, 79. 

John A., 102. 
Merrick, 'J2f{3c6, 407. Jtic, 

Richardson, Benjamin, 333. 
Capt., 212. 
Rev. Merrill, 692-3. 
William, 255,. ~ 2 72.- l ,..._ , 

Rigby, Edward antl John, 
62, 70. 

River, beauty of, 29. 
changes of, 185, 427. 

Road, center, 375, 403, 441, 
451, 495. 

Roads, 58, 65-7, C9, 166, 181, 
184-5, 187-8, 197, 265, 
267-9, 358-9, 375. 

no 1;omu1s, 4-16, 496-9. 
Roasting a man, 766. 
Uol!bilJs, Rev. Chandler, 

735. 
Daniel, 292. 
Ephraim, 62, 107, 128. 

Robertson, David S., 672, 
741,747. 

Rogers, Jeremiah, 62. 
Rev. Mr., 2-15, :;s6-7. 

Roll of honor, 703-16. 
Roper, John, 62, CG, 71. 
Rowlandson, l~ri<lget, GO. 

Mrs. 1\Im-y, co, 95, 106-7, 
captnrctl, 108-9, 390, 
759. t,.~ 6...-

Rev. Joseph,64,71,77-8, 
· 81, 89, 90; settled here. 
91-2; salary, 92. 
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Rowlandson, Rev. Joseph, 
scholarship, 96-8, 104, 

t.2s 115, 159, 266, 456, 538. 
Thomas, k.met:l, 106. CJC, 

Rowell, Leander, 589. 
Royce, A. E., 73, 210, 755. 
Rugg, Daniel, 135, 384. 

John, 62, 71. 
,Joseph, 62, 128. 
Josiah N., 779. 
Miss Martha K., 779. 
Samuel, 506-8. "2..$"",77 
widow, 128. 

Russell, 1\Iiss Anna U., 703. 
Miss Elizabeth P., 700. 
Prof. William, 536, 676, 

689, 703, 764. b3o 
Rye-fiel u of Prescott, 68. 

s. 
-s,abb~th., a delight', 100. 

observance of, 412. 
Safford, Charles, 134, 489. 

Thomas, 747. 
Salamander safe, 479. 
Salary of Mr. Thayer, 342, 

42!, 457. 
Sam, or Shoshanim, 101,114, 
Sawmill set up, 85. 
Sawyer, Aaron, 288. holf."' 

Amos, 212,,21-~ 
Capt. Samuel, 212, 291, 

303. 
Eclmuncl, 721. 
Elias, 144-5, 667, ~ 
EJ)hraim, 63, 10!, 207, 

211-12, 288. 
Ezra, 419, 480. 
Jotham, 145. 
Ron. Lorenzo, 734. 
Thomas, 43, 46-7, 62-3, 

70, 102, 110, 135, 144-5, 
186, 660. 

Scandalous sin, 465. 
Scene of honor, 109. 
School districts, 350-1, 355, 

505, 509-10. 
grammar, 348-50, 510-12. 
high, 506, 509, 513, 515. 
houses, 42, 352. 
Latin, 356. 
libraries, 503. 
money divided, 353, 357, 

434·7, 439, 503. 
Normal, 513-14. 
report printed, 501. 

INDEX. 

Schools, 158, 189-90, 195, 197, 
200, 201, 206, 213, 265, 
267, 269-71, 347-8, 401. 

private, 521. 2-l/ 
Scott, Col., 251. 
Scouting parties, 170. 
Searles, Sir Francis, 742. 
Sears, Rev. E. H., 505, 564, 

567. '!j 
Seasons of festivity, 100. 
Seceombe, Rev. John, 202, 

245. 
Seating the meeting-house, 

191. J./1.1 

Selectmen, 77, 80, 86./t.f.lfJ 
close accounts, 490. 
draw oruers, 493. 

September gale, 447. 
Sergeant, John, 320. 
Settlers, first, 58. - P-t.. 
Seventh <lay Adventists, 

597-9. jl..-
Shaker community, 368, 373. 

burying yard, 371. 
Shaking Quakers, 386. 
Shaler, ·william, 528, 743.6ti" 
Shaw, John H., 482, 500,755. 
Shay's rebellion, 310, 321. 
Shire town, preventeu, 195· 
Shirley, Gov. "William, 216, 

221, 251. 
Shoeshank, 497. 
Sholan, 17, 18, 37-8, 43, 65, 

101, 151. 
Shops, 605-7. 
Shrewsbury Leg, 19./.fJ.2b7 
Shute, Gov. Samuel, 164. 
Sidewalks, 491. 
Siedhof, Dr. Carl, 673. 5')C.I~ 

Julius, 549. 
Matllilde, P. A. 673. 

Silver tankard, 580. 
cups, 468. 

Silver, Rev. Abiel, 596. 
Singing school, 439. 
Size of towns, 180. 
Skait, John, 128, 
Skidmore, Thomas, 38. 
Slate quarry, 32. 
Smalley, John, 66. 
Small-pox, 364-5, 408. 
Smith, E. ""\V., 66. 

Hon. Moses, 415. 
John, G3. 
Mary, 112, 749. 
Moses, Esq., 444, 756. 
Richanl, 46, 63, 71. 

Snow shoes, 145. 
Societies, G01, 610. 
Society of young men, 277. 
Soluiers, in the field, 695,-99. 

names in Memorial 
Hall, 715-16. 

number 'of in the Revo- 2..fo 2- 5"""3 
lution,.315. 3tl.-.l 

relief association, 700. 
Solid foundations, 79. 
Somerset, duke of, 164. 
South Lancaster, 724. 
Southwick, Mrs., 763. 
Spauluing, John, 136, 140. 
Spaluing, L. ""\V., 66. 
Specie, 215. 'l.~ 

Spectacle pond, 27J-.35-6. 
Spies like nightbirds, 135. 
Sprague bridge, 54. 
Sprague, Hon. John, 319, 

322, 329, 343, 345-7, 374, 
663, 752. 

Spirit of the people in 1689. 
123. 

Springs, 25. 
Stamp act, 270. 
State constitution, 31-8. 
State of pupilage, 86. 
Stated common, 181. 
Stearns, Eli, 341-2,435-6,754, 

759. 
Miss Deborah, 778.· 
l\Iiss Sophia, 470. 

Stebbins, Rev. M. C., 763. 
Stedman, Hou. ""\Villiam. 

329, 347, 406-7, 409, 427, 
Sterling, 19, 198, 309, 33,1.3 
Stevens, Capt., 22f. g 

Cypri::tn, 155, 750. 
Gen. Joseph C., 756. 
Rev. Benjamin, 244. 

Still river,.138. · 
Stif'vell, mauam, 744. ~ 2tJ;-, ~ 
Stocldarcl, Col., 224. 

Solomon, 236. 
Stone, John, 118. 
Strong drink, 155. 
Stuarts, fare·well to, 124. 
Studley, Consider, 545.- 7~1. 

Sturdy resolution of the 
people, 197. 

Suffering poor of Boston, 
287, 289. 

Sumner, Charles, 492. 
Roger, 63, 72. 9J 

Superintending s e h o o 1 
committee, 512-13,517. 
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Superintending s c h o o 1 
committee draw or
ders, 513. 

Surface of town, 20-1. 
Surplus revenue, 429. 
Survey by Noyes, 17, 55. 
Sutton, Richard, 63. 
Swarming time, 180. 
Swan, Mr., 26{. 
SwanJ' Swamp, The, 24, 185. 

nfad over, 1866-7, 266. 
Swedenborgians, 412. 
Sweetzer, Jacob, 758. 
Sword tool and 110 edge, 81. 
Symmes, Caleb T., 34, 72, 

575. 
Symonds, Mr., 38, 40. 

T. 
'· 

Tahanto, George, 18, 149-51. 
Taylor, Frank, 134, 756. 

Gov. William, 164. 
Sergeant, 226. 

Tax remitted, 137, 156. 
Temperance, cliurch and 

ministry the main 
support, 615. 

reform, 47V. 
women's · praying 

bands, 615. 
Text books, 518-19. 
Thayer, Ebenezer, 461. 

John E., 737. 
Miss Mary Ann, 700. 
Nathaniel, 55-1-5, 562-3. 
Rev. Dr., a5, 327, 330, 

338-9, 343, 409, 412, 416, 
418, 420, 424, 457-8, 463, 
470-7, 500, 574. b%.7 

Thompson, Dr. F. H., 514. 
Dr. J. L. S., 480, 48V, G8V, 

703. 13 
Thurston, George L., 714, 

744, 750-1. 
Hon. John C., 480,· 489, 

734. 
Wilder S., 497. 

Ticonderoga taken, 261. 
Tinker, John, 60, 70, 80-2, 

84, 750. 
Tooker, Arthur, 156. 
Torrey, Ebenezer, 342, 364. 
Towers, John, 63. 
Townsend, Robert, 758. 

·wmiam, 777. 
Town affairs, 1842-1878, 

history, 3V4. 

INDEX. 

Town house, new, 481, 487. 
old, 482. 
free for singers, 489. 

Town meeting, 169; in 1775, 
289. 

Town one hundred years 
old, 213. 

Town treasurer, l1onds, 491. 
Town, 58, 87, 9V; destroyed, 

112. 
Township, liberty of, 43, 45. 
Tradition, uncertain, 117. 
Tra!?ing ~~lcl, l~~ 4-227 
Trask, Rev?George, 670. 
Trees, 30, 34. I r 7 
Truant laws, 516. 
Trucking house, 38, 601. 
Trumbull, 217. 
Turkey hills, 173. 
Turnpike, 443. 

U11ion, 444. 
Twitchell, Be11jamin, 63. 
Tyng, Capt., 136. 

Colonel, 140,172-3. 

u. 
Union of the colonies, 268. 
Universalist society, 570. 

meeting-house, 572. 
officers, 571. 
organized, 570. 
preachers, 573. 
design of, 576. 

v. 
Value of la111l, 181, 186, 399. 
Vernon, Admiral, 217. 
Veto power of pastor, 38V. 
Volunteers enlisted, 287. 
Vose, Sa.muel J. S., 480,483, 

754. 
Voters, list of in 1807, 404-,6. 

qualifications of, 318. 
Votes for eongressmen,325. 

governor, 318, 320, 322-3. 
president, 324. 

vv. 
"\Vading place, 17, 54, 183. 
Wadsworth, Capt .. 109. 
Waldo, Daniel, 755. 
"\Vales, Dea. Joseph, 327, 

329, 341-2. 406, 468. 
~Irs. Elizabetl1, 750. 

Walker, lsa:i&.IUO. 
Joshua, 222. 
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Walks about t6wn, 720-786. 
Walpole, Sir Robert, 165, 

216. 
Ward. Henry, C3. 

Capt. Samuel, 283, 329, 
374, 403, 485, 561-3, 727, 
728. 

Ware, Mrs. Mary G.,31,514, 
595, 702-3, 727. 6J; 

War, French and Indian 
last, in 1755-C3, 250. 

old, 1745-9, 219. 
Spanish, 1739, 216-17. 

War of the Rebellion, 683-
719. 

bounties, C91, 694. 
committee, 68V. 

•COSt of, 716-17. 
meetings, 684, 567-9,690-

6V4. 
quota. 694. 
roll of honor, 703-16. 
soldiers in the field, 695-

699. 
wants of soldiers, 691. 
wmk by ladies. C93, 699. 

·war with England, in 1812, 
407. 

Warning out of town, 346. 
Warren, Thomas B., 758. 
Washburn, Capt. E. R., 678, 

697, 711. 
Gen. Francis, 678, 769-

772. 
John D., 768.'-~t 
John M., 488, 547, 768. 
Mrs. Harriet, 700, 702. 

"\Vashacum, 37, 65, 151. ~s
Washington, George, 326-7. 

birth celebrated, 689. 
Benevolent Society, 612. 

\Vaters, La·wrencc, 38, 40-2, 
46, 61, 63, 72, 110, 749. 

Watertown, 39. ;n-

Wattoquadoc, 67, 104, 134. 
"\Veights and measures, 154. 
"\Vells, old, 66. 
West Boylston, IV. 
"\Vheeler, Abraham, 127. 

Joseph, 102. 
Richard, G2, 73; killed:, 

104. 
Samuel, 125. 

Wheelock, Joseph, 125, 188. 
Wheelock's head, shaking 

of, 382. 
Wheelock hill, 26S:- I 'If '?" 
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Whitcomb, Capt. Joseph, Whittemore, E. S. Esq., 783. 
253-4. · Rev. B., 545, 784. 

Col. A.sa, 255, 259, 260, Wild cat. 26'/.'f - I 1r-
285, 289, 201, 297, 303. Wilder, Calel), 738, 742. 

Col. John, 253, 29:0 Calvin, 426. 
Job, 17. Capt. Ephraim, 228. 
John, 46, 64, 73. Charles L ., 5, 35. 
John, jr., 64, 73. · Col. James, 190./.192, 196, 
widow, 126. 737. 
William, 217. Col. Joseph, 272,283,736, 

Whitr, Capt. J 'olm, 175-7. 739. 
Capt. Jo:=: l ph, 291. Col. Oliver, 125.148, 173, 
D en. Joseph, 388. ~~ o 190, 257-8, 261-2, 272, 

__.---.:f)eA:. Jot;hUH , ~ 283, 297 , 642, 736'£ 
Dea. Samu::!l F., 761-2. David, 211, 248, 2Gjf, 26~, 
Elizabet)J, 60. 287, 289, 379 738. 
Em&y li., 758. Dea. Joel , 4GG , 730. 
John, 46, 60, 6-±, 12, 81, Dr. Josiah, 288. 33-±. '1/·~ 

92, 98, 155, 169, 174,188, Ehcnezer, 187. 
252, 760-1. Ganlner, 722, 739. 

,fon_athan, H5, 222. 'is',7M Ephraim, 146, 166, 169. 
.foswh, 110, Hl2, 2:q;;~. Henry, 514-15, 595, 738, 

lli!-D-Josiah, jr., 148, 196, 385. 741, 750. 
~1iss A.dllie C.~ 516. Ron. l\Iarshall P., 146, 
:\1r::;. Eunice, 177-9. 739. 
l\Irs. Joanc, 112;11'1. ,Jacob, 21~· 
Rev. Jamcs C., 762. (,3t .Joel, 480, 493, 731. 
Re'' · 'William H., 7G2. Joel, 2J, 486. 
William, '23(. % .John, H4, 731. 

Whitefield, RDv. G ., 2±0, 244, Jonathan, killed, 145. 
302. J ·ona.th:w, GG9, 741. 

Whiting, Geu . ,John, 327, Josepll,H5,1G6, 18G, 100• 
329, 3Gli, 406-7, -!G6, 7-±5. 2Hi. f:Tt- 7~ 1 

James. G3. Juclg·c Joseph 105,~. 
:vr:-~jor Fabius. 736. Jnclgc J ·ost>ph, jr., ~. 
Rev. Jolw. 12-±. 128 . 159- l''f- 283. 207. 383, 739, 7-±2. 

60, 219, 45G, 530, 644-5. Lieut. Thomas, 122,125, 
T:mothy. jr .. 319, 329, 14-!. 

336, 3-±2-3, 3-±7. 745. Nathaniel, 66, 135, 146, 
Solon, Esq., 439, 745. H8, 150. 

Whitman, Davis, 423, 427. Sampson, V. S., 418, 57(, 
4291 Mj;- 670' 7 ±2. 

Whitney, Abel, 523-5,759. Thoma., G4, 74, 84, 22~,, 
Frederick, 592. 664-5, 721. 
Giles H ., 759. Willartl~a,ron, 208,259,261, 
Jonathan, 272,336, 754. 26 .'~--- 'hutZ /• 1'3. 
Miss Anna H . 560. Abe , 252, 282, 298, 539, 
Miss Mary. 116, 561, 700. 752. 
Rev. Quiney,553. Caleb, !\l8 258, ~.~. 

Whitney's History, 144. Capt. and Col. Josiah. 
Whittal;:er, Joseph, 272. 173-5, 225. 

W .• T .. 487. Capt . and Col. Samuel, 

,, )'o 0..aJ,.... t'- t. -

... 

-ff;' 174, 211, 220-3, 256) 
282,452. 

Col.A.bij all, 34, 251-2,262, 
268, 290,300,521,~ 
750. l.S"$- . .,'irl. <> 

Col. Joseph; see Fort 
Dummer, etc. 

Col. Levi, 282, 297, 539, 
659, 7(33. 

Jonathan, 222, 738. 
Joseph, Esq., 34, 41-2, ~- 6 t 7 

102, 112, 125, 157, 417, 
427, 480, 488, 751. 

Major Simon, 76, 79, 81, 
84-5, 103, 752. 

Nathan, 229, 259. 
Oliver, 229. 

'+. Phinehas, 200. 
RcY. Joseph, 195. 
Rev. Samuel. 19"./' '\ · 
Samuel, 211,750. Q..V~ -r 
Warren, 721. ..J~..It<; 
·wil tler, 229. 
'Villiam, 229, 254. 

'Villiam and Mary, 121-3. 
'Villinms, Zachariah, 248. 
·wilson, Jonathan, 206. 
''Vine, ale, beer, etc., 1.55. 
'Vinslow, Gov., 251. 
WinthroP,, Gov., 37-8, 77. 
"ris<'r, James, alias Qucnc-

penctt, 150. 
·witchcraft. 159. 
'Volfe, General, 122. 
Wolves, 155, 197.-96'r. '2:.11.~ l ov 

'V:omcn of L :mcaster, work 
foT soldiers, G99, 700 
702. 

Wood, Jotham. 365. 
'Vootlroffc, Rev. 1\;Ir .. 124. 
'Vorcester, Gilman, 595. 
'\Yriiiord., Abel, 418, 757. 
'Vyman, Bcnj.unin, 423,469 

761. 
Benjamin, F., 761. 
Capt., 177. 
Dea. Charles, 723, 765. 
Nathaniel, 760. 

Y. 
Young Men's Religious 

Society, 610. t 7'7 tf. 5 't' 
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