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j The' original copy of petit:: for 
Harvard is now probably lost; but in 

. the first volume (page 53) of "Ancient 
<.j Plans Grants &c." among the Massa-f chusetts Archives, is a rough plan of 
l .;. the town, with a list of the petitioners, 
£ which may be the " Schedule " referred 

to in the extract from the printed Jour-
1 nal. It appears from this document 

S that, in forming the new town, forty-
1:"-1" eight hundred and thirty acres of land 

:t1 were taken from the territory of Groton ; q J and with the tract were nine families, 
'\ including six by the name of Farns-

J ti worth. This section comprised the 
1 1 district known, even now, as " the old 

l J' mill," where Jon as had, as 
'j early as the year r66 j,?a· gristmill. The 

heads of these ijtmilies were Jonathan 
Farnsworth, Eleazer Robbins, Simon 
Stone, Jr., Jonathan Farnsworth, Jr., 
Jeremiah Farnsworth, Eleazer Davis, 
Ephraim Farnsworth, Reuben Farns-
worth, and [torn J Farnsworth, who I 
had petitioned the General Court to 
be set off from Groton. On this plan 
of Harvard the names of John Burk, 
John Burk, Jr., and John Davis, appear 
in opposition to Houghton's petition. 

The town of Harvard took its name I 
from the founder of Harvard College, 
probably at the suggestion of Jonathan 
Belcher, who was governor of the 
proyince at the time and a graduate 
of the college. 
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D
uring 

tllis 
period 

the 
tow

n 
of 

H
arvard w

as 
incorporated. 

It 
w

as 
m

ade 
up 

from
 

portions 
of 

G
roton, 

Lancaster, and Stow
, and the engrossed 

act signed by the governor, on June 
29, 1732. 

T
he petition for the tow

n-
ship 

w
as 

presented 
to 

the 
G

eneral 
C

ourt 
nearly 

tw
o 

years 
before 

the 
date of incorporation. 

In the Journal 
of 

the 
H

ouse 
of 

R
epresentatives 

(pages 84, 85), O
ctober 9, 

173o, 
it 

is recorded : -

A
 Petition of Jo1las H

oughto1t, Sim
on 

Stone, J
onatha1z 

W
hitney, and 

Thom
as 

W
heeler, on behalf of them

selves, and on 
behalf and at the desire of sundry of the 
Inhabitants on the extream

 parts of the 
Tow

ns 
of Lancaster, 

G
roton and Stow

, 
nam

ed in the Schedule thereunto annexed; 
praying, T

hat a T
ract of Lanrl (w

ith the 
Inhabitants thereon, particularly described 

·and bounded in said Petition) belonging 
to the Tow

ns above-m
entioned, m

ay be 
incorporated and erected into a distinct 
Tow

nship, agreeable to said B
ounds, for 

R
easons m

entioned. 
R

ead, together w
ith 
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FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT. 

WISCONSIN lliSTORICAL COLLECTIONS. f•c{ l.f 

Additions to the Cabinet . 
AN ANCIENT by PRESCOTT BRIGHAM. 

'rhis gun was the property vf J olm Prescott, and was brought 
by him from Lancashire, England, who went first to Barbadoes, 
and owned land there in 1638, :111d came to New England about 
1640. In 1645, Sholan, the Indian proprietor of Nashawog, 
offered to him, nnd other persons a trnct of lund ten miles in 
length, which was accepted, an<l the General Court subsequently 
confirmed the deed. Crhc town was named Lancaster, in tho 
present county of Worcester, Massachusetts. .J olm Prescott 
bad occasion to usc this gun during King Phillip's Indian 'Var 
of J G7!;. On one occasion, as tradition has it, a number of 
Indians made their nppcarnncc at Prescott's olcl milJ, J10isted tlto 
wnter-gntc, when Prcl'lcott tovk this gun, l1eavily Joadetl, and 
started towards the mill, when tho Indians retired to tho liiiJa 
close b;y; Presct)lt ltaving. fixc<l the mill, thought it prudent to 
retrace ltis steps, but <lid so backwanls, with his eye upon the 
for, until he reachetl his house, when the Indians raisc<l a whoop, 
when Prescott concluded to give them a. specimen of his gun-
mnnsl1ip; ancl ·as he shot, they scampered off. Afterwards visit-
ing the spot where the Indians were when he shot at them, blood 
was found upon tho ground. The Jn,lians eyer after kept dear 
of the Prescott Prescott had at least Eeven 
children; and Prescott, the father of 
Col. 'V m. Pr\scott, who commanded at Bunker Hill, and grmd· 
father of Judge W m. Prescott, of Tioston, and great grandfather 
of 'V .• the historian. The old gun in question was 
given DJ.jrGcOtt to his daughter Tabitha, wife of Silas Drigham, 
wlto in :C:er okl age gave it to her grandson Prescott Brigham, 
born in 1780, now a. resident of Sauk county, 'Visconsin, and by 
him presented to the Society. Prescott Brigham is the elder 
brother of the pioneer settler of Dane county, Col. Ebenezer 
Brigham, of Blue l\Iounds. 
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s E 0 N, 
Preached at the FIRST-PARisH, 

In JLa nta!;)tt .. 

By TIMOTHY I-IARRINGTON, 
Pa{lor of the Firft Church in Lancafter. 

ijlt !wdnot beetz the Lerd, ·wlw was on our side, now may 
,.. Israel say-If it had not heen the Lord wlzo 9J.ws o."Z oz.-r 

s3de '7.vhen men rese up against then they lzad swal-
lowed us up quic.k, when tlteir ez,uratlz was kindled .against 
1.ts-lllessed be the Lord, wlzo hath ur;: given us a prey 
to tlzc:it teeth. · David. 

/will remember the years of the riglzt lzand ojthe 
High-1 will remember the 1ez,uorlls of the Lord: 
I ·will remember t!zy wonders of old. Asaph. 

LEOMINSTER: 
PRINTED By s. & J. '·VLLDER,, 

Pet" JOSI-IUA FLETCH.t:R, Lr;;?J.caster .. 
-July 1806.--· 



To the Fiifl-Parijh in LANCASTER 

THE follovving · difcourfe is 
Dedicated by theirs in the 
pel. T. HARRINGTON. 

. 
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Century-SER1\10N. 

P S A L 1, 2 . 

. l'dany a time ha'Ve they af!iicted me from my routh, may 
J srael no<t.v St7:J : 

Jllany a time lzave afflicted me frqm my yoz{t!t ; yet 
they· have not prevaileq me, 

fi¢ Cent my from the Incorporation of the 
Town . day expires-And altho' it 
was long a Frontier, and has often suffered 
the Fury qfthe Enemy; yet and 

biitc :etc 5td' flourishing, 
The- Church of Gop has been his peculiar care in all 

a.ges of the world....:-And therefore the seed of the 
Serpent l1ave pften the seed of the Woman : 
yet they have never been able fully to accomplish their 
qesires-'Tlw hath often lifted up the Hon1, 

they tpat .ftiount-Siou have often bro't her low; 
yet tqey have been no mqre than a scourge in the h\l!ld 
of God·, to chastise his people, to correct what was a. 
miss, to :p1ake therp n1ore hun1blc and fervent it\ 
his ; Y ct the rnea.pt not 

rrhe Church in ·this world is in a and may 
well expect shockix:r; assaultq from that her . ....,.,.. 
She ha.th been troubled on every stde·; and perplexed, 



.A CENT'llRr.sERMON. 



I . 

A· fi.-£ N 'TU R i'-SE R .J.l!O .. Y. J 

'' of God, they have never aLlc to accom-
' c their desire of our utter Extirpation.'' 

from the Words let us consider, 
l. 1'be Clwrr:h ar.d People of Gon,as frequently affiic-

ted by their Enen1iets, and yet preserved frmn utter 
rui 1 : ... nd, 

II. As the Glory of their 
Gop. 

I. Then let us the Cf?uuh8.nd Pec1';le of God, 
as frequently afilieted by their Encn1ies, aud J.et preserv"' 
cq from utter ruin. 

The Eistory of their zffiiction frcn1 
their s.ojo.Jrning in E_g)'jJt, to the Reign of Alwsucrus 
King of Persia, you have on sacred Record, and is 
fore unnecessary to be recited * After the ·return of the from Bchylon, the 
Jewi were subject to the Pe1·sians tlll the destruction of 
their Empire--and had the privilege of being governed 
by th.eir o·wn laws, un.der the Administration of the Tir .. 
shatha., in \Yith the ar;.d !!reat •.,J <..) 

rJJzll e.drim. · 
13ut when the Grecbn arose o!1 the Ruins of 

the l!ersian, the became su hiect. to P.llexc:nacr the 
Great-who bei11g by 'Yvhilc.at the siege 
of Tyre.., immediately after the redi..l'(:t!on of it, rnarch<. d 
for Jerusalem, \vith a of &evere rcvenge.--In 
·distress, God directed Jaddua, the high priest, in his pon-
tifical robes, with. the Pr:itsts in their habits. the inhab-
itants of Jerusalem in v.rhite to go forth in pro-
cession, to meet h · n1-. 

,.fhi.s agreeable to a vi.,ion he seen [tt 
JJio in encouraging bim to n1arch into 
t:;...."1d assuring him of the conquc8t. i\..t the first sight there-
foreAle:x,ander c.onclu.ded him to be the priest of thatGJ · 
v::ho condnctcd his arms; and en1bn:.cing hiln \Yith re ., 

':ve:1t into the city, and offered sacrifice ta the God 
of Israe.l., and at his departure granted large hvours to 
them. * P:id-e StackhoustJ, on tlte, state of tl1e J"ews under t}te 
Persians, Grecians and Romans, to the comi?zg n.f C!tris?..:....,. 
And Pri.deau:;;'s 



A 

After tht; of his divided 
fqur of his the four spoken _of 

fell to the share 
lemy Sote:-, who laid siege to' Jerqsalem ; and inaking [\ · 
general assault on the sabbath, 'vhen the Jews · 
tously to he City, 
and captivated an hundr.ed on considera"! 

of their fidelity to to "·horn they had 
been subjected, he coqfer-red on thep-1 rnany valuable 
vileges and imtnunities, . 

Anq. continqed Egypt about an hun.,. 
drcd then u W<lr ·arising between Ptolem.y 
Epiphan.es King of Egypt, and Antiochus the great King 
of Syria, apd bclng th.? war, the 
Jews unto him. -
.. · Seleucus suGceqicd Anticchu& in 
Throne of Syria, lrho informed of irnmensq 
treasure& in the of Jerusalem, sent to/ 
make the he forcibly entering the 
!Temple fm1 that purpose, was struck speechless by a 

to the ground, and was off by l,1i3 
frgst:tatcd in his design! 

Epiphanes, a most cruel Perseeutor of the 
Church and people of su9ceeded Seleucv.s-. -.He as- . 
s2.ultcd and took it, ·and slew forty tnoQsand, 
and sold intQ a1so fqrocd f;1111self in-: 
to the Holy of Holies, he offered a s.wine on the Altar of 

qefiled the 1'emple, bo.th that, 
and the City. . · 

-j" as if this h::1d been but a small thing-, he aftcr·-
\Yard;-; sent one of his Generais with an Army a1.10- express 
order to destroy g.U the :men rem:tining in Jerusalen1t and 
tv "Nomen and ; "irllo fdl on City· 
on the path, when they were at their rp2.ssa-. 

the Men, the \Vomen and childnm. 
this c·ame forth an Edict, for aU [but 

phiefly at the Jews l to forsake their ov;n religion_,' 
gnd confonn to that of the 'klng. · · 

Ano offlGer- to whoP1 had con1mittcq the cxc-: 

t Vide 2 J1facc-ab. 3, {, 5, 6 21" :'f. Chapters. 

,. 



tution of this Decree, coming to 
caused.the daily to cease, suppressed the rights 
bf the J burnt the L::r\y of Moses ; ccnse-

·rernpk to Jupiter 0/ympius, set his Image 
on the Altur, and compe1led the pe8ple on pam of death 
t0 offer sacrifice to it. . 

Such as ,\·ere founcl asscmbied for c11v1ne '"',·orship in 
the Caves ·were burnt--·-And Eleazer, Sol om on a and her 
se;veri Sons, with numerm.is others·, rather to sub--
init to the most exquisite torments, tha."1 their 
God. 
. to t1me it suppose? the , (iu1hor of the 

Epzstle to tne Hebre'lus almdes ; saylng; ' Some were tor-
• turcd not accepting deliverance, that . they might obtain 
' a better had trial of cruel mock-

ings, yea more.ov'er of bonds and 1'-hey 
' were stoned; they \-rcre sa\vn asunder{ lrete burned,*· 
' were sla1n \Vith the sword-''rhev wandered about in 
l Sheepskins, and in the· & mountains,. 
' dens and caves of the earth, destitute, afflicted, tormen• 
' ted. 

_ But althq' God at this time severely his Peo.-
ple, yet l-Ie did not utterly forsake them; excited 
Milttathias, and his valiant sons, to up in the cause 
of Israel ; who :raising not only made a gallant 
stand, but obtained ma»y signal victories over their op-
pr.essors.-And three years and a half :J.fter the pollution 
of the Temple, they pnrify'd it, and afresh dedicated it 
to the Lord. ; \-Vas the original of the Feast of Ded. 
ic.ation spoke1.1 of in the New-·Testament .. 

The ):faccabean Family are said to have held the Gov.-
erm;nent- ofJ.udea for above an years ; and some 
part of the time as Sovereign Princes, until a difference-
arising bet\Yeen Hyrcanus and Aristobulus, two Princes 
6f thatiBlood ;, they refer'd it to Pompey tHe Great, a Ro-
lhan General, t..l)en in C,dosyria-But he refusing fully to 
l1ear the matter before his arrival in Jerusalem ; Aristo-
bulus distrusting hi·s cause,flcd and shut up himself in the 
fortress of Ale;-::andrion;· but on the approach of Pompey, 

* See on tlze.fJlace .. 
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srt1Tendei·ed h!tnse1f . ..-...I-Iowever1 his party at· Jc-r:1sdcm 
seiz-ed the r:fount ·of the Temp-i.e, and made preparutlon 

a vigorous On Pompey tt.2rehtd his 
anny to JerusJl::n1, besieged tooit the 

and put h\·el ve thousand. to the sword. . 
thisr Ru?us anQther Roman General, plundered 

'T'emple.-And, 
.AJter this, Herod the great, the Son of Antipas, n no .. 

ble Idumtan, obtaiced. the Kingdo!h of Judea, by a fJll.. 
vote of the Ron: an Ser:ate.-I!1 his tir.1e OuR B r, EssE D 
l..o R D was bon1 and the infants murdered at Bctl1lehe!n. 
· But the affiictiopg of israel, fron 

infmcy of thtir nution, they continued the Church 2-nd. 
peculiar r:e:ople of God, until the appearzmce of tile M.ts-
SIA s, to take do\vn the wall of partition between Jew 
and Gentile, and until Cmfstitutioo they 
had stood its nppcintcd time-And until by thegtcatcst of 
all cri1nes, t!1c Crucifixior! of the it' lVIE s s·I As, they had 

- - G d l 1· ' ' " h ·· provoke"t o to c.e .r;er to tne power 01 c:r: e1;.e ... 
:mics.--

And the p:-escrvation of the Christian Church under 
her anJ hath been aJ ren:arkable as 
the of the Jc,vish. 

For al tho' the pe<?ple of the Jcvirs conibinecl agz,;inst it; 
and altlio' t:;.e rag'd, the Kings of the Earth set 
themsd ves, and the Rulers took Counsel together to ov 
erthrow it; yet their counsels were turned into foolishness, 
and they tinable to accomplish their desire.-rfhe me-
thcd.s they p•.1rsucd in derision by the King_Qf 
Zion, and: overruled to the; quicker spread, and est tblish-
ment of the truth. 

The ho!y lives ofthe primitive ; th;:'! con-
stancy and intrepidity of the 1na1tyrs in Flames, 
and Death, under the prosecutions of Rome 

effectual to the pro·motion of christianity, th:.n 
... ui the and fury of the enemv to 
s:oa.-F or- thi:s reason the blood ofthe f\11rtvrs is culled:. 
the seed of the church .. -And thus christiai-;.ity triumphed 1 

over all its adversariesf until Consta1 tine 1·he gi·e2.t 
fully se1ted on the in1perial throae,-when it the 
&sta.bli.shed r::ligion of the R0:nl!1 Ea1pj.re-..:'\.:1::l for some 
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ti;}le the church \Vas in prosperity and peace: 
I-Iovvever, 

Before the d.eJth of Constantine, tr1e Arian Heresy ap,-
peared: n.ncl at last the asserters of it became so nn mE'rous, 

and maltvolen::? as tc persecute those \vho ad-
.bercd tp the Apostolic Lirh. . . . . . . : , 

After this, came the A and Par::tl Ty-
r:tnny ; the vvhole 
·westc:rn ct.m:co--·· T'o which may be added, 

The Nb.hometan Inipcstttre in the Eastern ; (l .. nd the 
_ClJprcssing the churches df Asia, by the Sar:1cen Power 
und.e:- which they g:-oan to. this day: 
. But to return; ultho' the western chJJrch suffered un-
der Papal oppressions ; yet eve1i in the thickest darkness, 
there \vas a rernnant, who did not bow the knee to ; 
the Vaudois, and vV aldenses inhabiting the vallies of 
Piedmont. . And, 

Besides these; ahnost irt every age G·od :r:-aised wit-
nesses td the tn until the sixteenth century ; "vhen 
Luther, and a nurnber ofpiot1s r_eforn1ers arose in Qer.:. 
tnany, boldly contending for the truth, against the errors 
and t.isurpations of Rome. . 

And divers Princes ofGerman-"-l embracing the re!'orm-
td religion, in a diet of the Enipire, prote"'ted a-
gainst a dedt::e -r.vhich ·was n1acle agai1ist it ; whereby 
they acqeired the name . . 

l"ron1 \e r::-form<1tio, spread into Enp.)and; 
1 • l • • • • f, p· y,·ay ffid.C t:: f(.) i)J tnc rC"10Ul1Cipg 0 tne ores 

I b ' • • l • f I"' •1 St!prem1cy, ::me 'Y .tncr m t 1e re1gn o . .!."':h.tng· 
llcnry the VIII. . 

. And therefore o;1 accession of Ed'.n:-t:d the VI. ro 
the Crown; Arch Bp. CrQnmer, Bp. Bi)· Ridley, 
and oth-:.4 r excd!cnt ptrsuns, under the approbation· an(l 
patroruge of piduJ Prince, carried 1t on a very 

le11gth. . . , 
·vVhcn God turned again.the c::tptivity of Sion, 

":hey v;ere Eke those that dream ; then their month \/.tS 
iilled 'i''.tith "Jr-h.tcr, ::m<l thev s:1.id among their Enemies, 

Lord ha·d-' done great things i(Jr them, whereof they 
·-.,·,-ere e:lad. · 

p1ons refonriet•s, by ·reason of the tem-
f;(:r r:nd .irClnnstances of the times, and the ,premature " B , , .. 

.. f; 
. 
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de«.th of that good Prince, could not . carry on the ref ore 
n1ation so far as t.l,.ey earnestly desired. 

-A..nd on the accession of the Princess l\1ary, a black 
and heavy c1oud overspi·ead the noble design; the Homan 
st1perstition was restored, ai1d the professors of the re-
formed religion ·were persecuted to the 9take. and 

But on the t;tccession of the Princess Elizabeth, the re-
religion was re-established:. H:o,vev¢r, . neither 

that illustrious Princess, nor King Jaines the I. her suc-
cessor, their suffer the refqrmation to 
be ori ftirther, than it had been in the reign of 
King Ed\Yard. _ 

lYforeover, in the reign ofQ. Elizabeth, ah act of Par-
liament requiring Uniformity in vVorship Ut}· 
der very severe by K. James I. 
and 1nore urged by 1(. Charles I. 

Our Fathers therefore, earnestly desiring a greater 
formation, and liberty .to v\·orship God according to their 
_consciences, chose rathet to expose themselves to ahnost 
any hardships, than violate them • 

.:-\.nd having obtained liberty of Kir.g the I. tore,-
movc, and set down '-vi thin cett,1in limits in America, with 
liberty o_f \vo:rshipping Gc;d according to thc..t 
appeared to them inost to Scripture. _ 

Thev left their riative Country and crossed the Atbn-
tic, lvifh the_ir families, into this then howling wilder-
nt>ss-founding the colony of Pb:IDtYuth in 1620.-·---

colony pf the ; Massrich•;, . in rear. _1630. 
after then· a.rnva1; for tb -; of tht:lr fa1th and 

patience, God exercised them,., 1·h grevious 
with scareity &. br.1ine-Yet they soon 

abro:1d ; and before the )'C:1,1 1636, bad founded the CCJl-
ony of Councc.:tictit, ancl had planted in , other p:lrts; 

fl nut .iri the year 1636, the Pequots, the most fierce 
and of all the Indian tribes in that part of the coun-
try, and forn1idable to all their ncighb_on1·s ; haYing com .; 
mitted many barbarous ont_r;,1gcs on thc_Nan:agansetts, to 

and on the I\1<?heags to the of 
on the English & J?utch, as they occasionally can-:e 

among them, and on the Plankrs on Connecticut river-
The unanimously raised their fo:-ces, ::nd cut oil 

8 :Hubbard;s N.;.rrative, PageS· 
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-... seven hundred ; part of those English 
sword, fled to the aud by them; 
and the other were by the English su to, and in. 
corporated with q1e NarragansettJ and 

After this, there \Vas a general peace qnd pl·osperity fqr 
a oonsiderable tern1. 

Thus much in general we now proceed to a particu':" 
lar consideration ot' the affiLirs of this ToH·n. 

In the year 1645; $holan, alias Sha.un.au w, 16lf-J 
, ofNashm\.·ogg,ancl of the Nas1-uv, as, lived at -
'Vaushacum, informed ¥r. 'fhomas K ing of\\l ct:cr-tol'• n 
(with whom he traded .ancl for whom 1-:e had a 

frienc;ship) of said t!'act of as v.:ell acco.n,ne: -
for a. desinng that the English ·.vuL!ld 
and set down by 

Accordi.qgly King, John frescct, mid others;*' 
-procured of s·aid Shob n, a Deed of said ten 
!niles ip lengt4, and eight in brec-..dth ; vvit h these restric-
tions, that the· English should not molest the Indians in 
their hunting, fishing, or usual planting placcs-i1.nd the 
General Court confirmed the Deed. 

On this, the Associates of I\1r. King all his 
Interest in the Premises rr.utual ob!iga-
tion by a certain term to appe'lr on sp?t, to bcgm and 

on the Plantation, and :Preacher 
to go on with 
· thus sent divers 
persoas, t (to whom they had giveq Lots) to per 
vers things, at the con'nnon expense of the 
before the time of their general appearance ; and these 
were the first inhabitants. 

But before the time for tl1eir general appearance ; thei.:· 
Minister, to they had con1mit1ed their mutual obli-
gation, by reascn of qis ·own tp the 
place, or the of of as 
were Uri\Vll!mg to come up Is upce1tmn) 
sook them, carrying with him said mutual obligation. 
And in consequence of this all the associates, except L\Jr. 
Prescot, refused to fulfil their contract, but yet held their 
Interest. So that for the Sj9ace . of seven years, very little . .. 

Garrett, Skidmore, Mr. Day, Mr. Symorios,S:c . 
i Richard Lir.ton1 V{aters, and John 
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was dor.e to fon,:ard pJantation.-.-But nt length 
of the rest being \Villi.ng to engage 1nore heartili i11 the 
affair ; on the eighteenth of .!v1ay, \653, there 1Vine. 

in the plac<;, they petitioned the Court 
for an lncorporati_on, and o_b.tai_ncd i_t 9y the of L_A N-
CASTER. 

Frcn1 the year 1654, 1\1r. R{nv1andson preached mnong 
thetn, tmtii 14th of April ; at ·which tin}e they' 
invited him t<? in the \V ork of the Iv1in!stry a1nong. 

; and he accepted and 
v·8s the s<.n11e year. · 

rrhe town ·was in Peace and Prospe!·!ty for the Sl1ace of 
years ±ron its Incorp8rat_ion. -And the In-· 

(Lti:s l\·cre vf'i·y strviceable t<:• the by supply-
ing t11c!n v.-ith sueh Corn and. \\'Ed meat as t,h · y :;tood in 
need of-; and th:1t m, very moderate tern1s. · 

But op 1.he twenty-fourth of June 1675, Philip, 
of Pocanol:ct) cc:ntmon1y called KiHg Philip, rebelled a-

the English, a1)d a very olood.y and 
tive vVar. · . . 

J\ ... nd 011 22d of August fopo'<ving, eight persons, in 
diiL:rent parts of the tol\-n \vere killed.* 

And as the Sachems of the Narragansett country joined 
Vi;ith Philip in his Rebellion ; so after the destruction of 
C,monicus'-Fort, commonly called the 
by forces of the united on the 19th of De-· 

leaving ·that part of the c-oun-
try, moved to\vard Wachusett, and, rnecting with the 
_ T1pnets. and Nashawas, in their march, ·persuaded them. 
to rake up arms ag:tinst the English ; and after this com-
bination,, part turned back tov.rards Plymouth Colony, 
burning ·and destroying as went alon:g.l! 

But Phili-p_, wi.th the r€st, confessed by tbemst:1ves after 
peace to be 1500, marche<;i for Lancaster, in which. 

v;ere above fifty nd on the 1Oth of 
February assaulted in five distinct bodies &places, 
bi.uning most of the houses, ancl killing sever-
al pe!·sons. t , · 

George Bennett, William Flagg, Farrar, Jofeph, 
Wheeler, Mordecai Me Load, and his wife, and two children.' 

1\ See Hubbard, Page 6o. · 
t Mr. Jonas Fairbank, Jofl}ua Fairbank, Richard Vlbeeler, at. 

'Vheeler's Garrifon-:Ephraim Sa\vyer at Prefcott's Gatrifon. And 
otr,c· p1aces Henrv Farrar- And-·:Ball & Wife. · · ' 

· • ·· • . -v-/ L. · I .... -1 :1 _1 /u-vl,..-vJ 
.,L 5-<._<!it:.._...J '<' ,_ .:t:-/..['c.___ 

.S ..:c , 

> I 



they destroyed 110 Garrison, but that bclong-
to R-.::v. ; in which, f1erc 

soldH:TS and tq the of forty-two .. l\.nd 
.As w.1s no fortification oq. the back of the house, 

;l:1d · Enblish being to 1}ly their on that 
sic!e ; Lhc erj·emy hr.-:ing lo::H:k:d a Cart y;ith comlJustib!e 

it flaming tp house and thus beiug 
;-educed the sad necessity of either rerishing in the 

or to the they 
rendered. · · 

On this, !\1en, one ,_,·ho made csc:1pe,* 
were or reserved for And abcnt tv-rentv 
of the vV mnen and \\'ere into Captivity .. ; 
among which, \vas the Consort of the Hcv. Mr. Rm·dai1d-: 
son; an account whose Captivity ,Sufferings 
written by her own band,. you h3.ve doubtless rr.any of 
you seen ia Print. · 

Rowlandson was the]!. at)1oston,, the 
and Cpuncil for 1110rc soldiers. for the protec-

of the place-And on his r-::turn,. heavy 
he with a submission and 

II Qne of the vV m:nen taken at t1JiS ti·me being 
to travel by of her Pregnm cy·, and being also very 

the Indians n1ade a fire, formed a ring. 
about and first her on the head, btript her 
11aked, and cast her into it. - .-But 
· Tlie 'vomen and children in general 1_ suffered no other 

amoeg the th<L!1 ·what were nnavoidabie 
of captivity,_ and the 1)/'lnts the Indians the1nselves 

\-rere in-And most ofthcn1 ·were returned. 
. Capt .. vVadsworth of the ... of the tO\V!l 
at Le !1K :1 'virh forty brave 

to 1ts re1ief-, -Ar.cl Hs 
was then a \'Cry f:,_,od, the of 
sequence every" where u bu,t L the Briclg·e ; the 
Indians had taken thence the pbnks to, prcven,t the 

* Ephraim 
· Enfign Divol, Abraham J.oi'l)n, 9ains, 'Thomas 

landfon, William · o c Kerley, Jvhn Me Lo<td, John Kettlt;, 
and p,, o Sons, Jdlah Divo1 &c. 
· N. B Capt. \Vit, and Ephraim Roper's \Vife, '''ere al:-
f9 in to II A bn!ham Jofli,ns .· 
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passing of Horsemen-And ambushed to prevent th;e 
passing of Footmen; but had left their ambushment be: 
fore the arrival of Capt. W who therefore pass-: 
ed it unmolested, and entered the town undiscovered, and 
forced the enemy fpr the present to quit it.-He quarter-
ed his men in parts of town, and tarried 
days; but before his lost one of his men * by 
the Indians. · 

This is that famous Capt. Wadsworth, who 
with Capt. the much greater part of 
their men, glorivusly fell in the cause oftheir country in 
a fight with the enemy at Sudbt.ry. B.ut to return-

About six weeks after the assault of to\\·n, it being 
:Judged under the present 
both of that and the countrv; the of the inhab-
itants, .except one t vvho kflled that' very da:v- by the 
enemy, drew off under a of Horse anq Foot.-
And on this c1esertion of tht? place, every 
building that save tw9, were reduced to ashes. 

And 'in this state of Desolation the town continued for 
about four years.t , · ·. ' 

During this of people, the 
P:ev. lVIr. was iJ;l vi ted to preach at \V eathers.-
field in the colony of and died before the re-:-
settlernent of the town. 

After the re-settlement, diyers gentle1nen for 
spHce of seven years supplied the II , 

In Mr. Jphn ·was invited to 
on :probation; and continued preaching until Nov. 1690, 
when he was invited to settle in the Vv" ork of the 

• George Harrington at 
t John Roper- -t It may be proper to here, That Sholan, com•eyed 

this traa: of lanP. to the E_nglifh, alway!. behaved in a peaceable and 
friendly manner towards them. Matthew, who was his ncph· 

and fucceeded him as Sachem the t ribe, was always in goo.d 
terms with the EngliQl.-But that Sagamore Sam, v>ho was neph-
ew to Matthew, and fucceeded him, was different temper, and 

; and joining with fhilip in his rebellion, was taken 
the Engl ifh, and executed as a Rehel. Thofe of the uibe who fur-
v ived the war, divide.d ; one part moving to Albany, the othc.r 
t o Penicook, with which tribe they incorporated. 

U Mr. Carter, Mr. and Mr. Oakes. 

J,h'iJWL4A m-v 
" 
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fy ; and he accepting the invitation, was probably soon 
after ordained. . 

In 1688, William, Prince of Orange, arrived in Eng-
land, and K.ing Jan?-es the Second abdicated the Throne; 
;whose cause the French King espousing; involved the 
Nation in a war with France, and New-England in a 
war 'vith the Canadians, French and Indians--.In the cal-
amities of which this tqwn had a large shar.e. 

For on the 18tl} of Jt,ily, 1692, the lndians assaulted 
the house of Mr. Peter Joslin, * wko was at his labour in 
the field-and knew nothing of it till ei1tering the house, 
found his wife and three children, and a woman t that 
lived in his family, barbarously butchered by their hatch.:. 
ets, and weltering in their . 

His wife's sister, § with another of his children were 
carried into e<:,lptivity-She : that child was 
murdered in the wilderness-Thus was he stript naked, 

called to bitter.weeping and lamentation. 
. .ln 1695; on a Lord's Day M9rning, Abraham 
Wheeler, going frmnGarrison to his own house, on some 
occasion,, was there shot l:Y an enetny, that had 1ain in 
ambtish for hiln ; but .altho' mortally he rested 

· the gun front him, and bro't it towards the Oarrison, un-
til met by his frie11ds. . . 
_ In 1691, a cdnsiderable body of the enem.y, five 
commanders, but one in chief, came and lurked in the 

. v.:oods for some tin1e, sending in their scouts by night to 
observe the posture . df the town.-And having dcne this, 
they determined to the attack on $aw-
yers ; and the firing a.t that V/ 2.S to be a signal 
to all rest, to fall on their respective statio:1s. 

And accordingly on the ele..-enth of Septen1ber, \vhcn 
the inhabitants, suspicious of no enemy, \vere gone out 
to their labour ; they can1e in sevetal conlp!-mies into the 
town, and '\vtre very near surprizing said Sawyer's Gar-
rison, both the ga.tc3 being left open; but that :VIr. Jabez 
Fairbank, who was at his o'\vn hm.ise half a rr..ilc's dis-
trmce, and designing to bring his little son from saiu Gar-
rison, 111ounted his horse v:hich running to him in 
a fright ; and rode full speed into the gate, \)ut yet 

*He fri1I fut•vives !n the 83th year of his age. 
t The Widow Whitc0rnb. § 



lng' of this a 
uf f;aving t:hc GatTi8on : ·for the e:1emy who \Yere just 
re-tdy to rush into it, they were discovereds 
g:1.ve {j,:er that design ; and fired at such as were out in 
the. . 

th't i't T 1 ,1-, b • ,.... ... , .c, Lh. - , .ne 1..e\. 1v1r • ..1 o 1n tV n1 .:.11g on6 on 
S'Jme at a dis:a:lCC f:Om hiJ thev SUf-

and killed hi!i·i.-Thcy indeed offered hjrn "'quar-
ter ; but he chose 1"ather td fight to the bst; than resil.?.'li 
birnsdf \o tl-iose wlibse tender are cruelty.- .

0 
__ 

. A.t the &-1tne ti1ne they kille'J. twer1ty others ; wounded 
t:Nc, tYlt net ri"lol·tallJr; and captivated si:s:, five of \Vhorn 

g 
On this sb-!-ro_'.vful occasion, ite town set a day 

for and Fastinf!. 
- •:J 

:From 1697 to 17CO, gcntlctheh si1pplied the 
t 

In :rv1:.1y 170 l !vir. Andrew Gardner '\\'as invited to 
preach aud in foHowing was invited to sett!e 

' l\1" m tne ' l Lbtry. . · 
I:< l 704·. there an arr:1v of seven hundr;.,,l French 

a:1cl fron1 Canacla-",dth two under the 
coninlJ.ncl of Boocore, designed for No ·thamptorL 
-But a deserter c_arne and gave notice of their nurnbcrs 
and approaci.1.-And: those \Vestern frontiers were season-
ably stren;;thened. . 

r.'lorccvcr, in thejr tnarch there arose a !nutiny among 
the1n ab0ut tlie division of the plunder ; and the conten-
tion rose so high, above two hundred of 
t:d-Bnt the rest carne on, and sent out their scouts. who 
rep-orted, th:1t the E-nglish were ready in great numben to 
rc2civc thc1n. -Oa this they culkci a Council of \Var, in 

'I K.i11ed. Mr: Whiting, Daniel Hudfon and his \Vife 
DJ..nghters, Eph:aim Roper and "Wife a:1d Daughter, John 

Skait and \Vifc, Jofeph Rugg and and three Children, the widQ 
ow Rut;g, Jonathan Fairbank and two children, and two Children 
of Na•ll<tnicl Hlldfon. - , 

Captivated, Jonathan Fairbank's the widow Wheelerp 
Ephraim Roper's Son, Jdm Sr)n, Jofeph Rugg's Son; and 
IV1arv G laGer. 

t i-Jr. H..obinfon, Jones, and \Vhitman. Mr. Jones was 
invited to fettle, but d-ifficulties arifing, his Oxdination was prttc 

and he removed. 
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r-"rhish they to lay aside the onN orth::tmp-
t.)a....;...;.::mtl to beat up !or V oiunteers, for the assault of 
L 2..ncaster ; and a large number enlisted.*'< . 

And on the 30th of J Liiy they c1me within about two 
miles of the Town-::md and by night sent in 
their spies to observe tl1e Posture of the l:.:ng:ish.-A:1d 
0:1 the S 1St they fell y U p011 the to Wil early in the 
n1orning : and ir1 their first bnset killed L ieut. N atbQniel 
\Vilder, ncar the gate of his own GarrisoJn.-· And the 
s:ll'ne day three others near the smne Garrison. t 

1'he enemy were uncon monly braye : and thetefore 
altho' Capt. 'fyng, who had the comm::md of the Garrison 
soldiers ; and Capt. How, who on the alann, ntarcbed 
i1nrnediately fro1n Marlborough vvith what 1nen he could 
suddenly raise ; and the inhabitants rriaintained a warm 
dispttte with the1n for some time ; yet being much in. 
ferior in nurnber '':ere obliged to r'etrei.lt into Garrison.-
On '\·vhich the)' burnt the Meeting•-House, and six 
buildings,& destroyed much of the live stock of the to'ivn. 
Jtlote. Vv'hat numlxTs of the enemy were killed,-either in 

the field, or at the othe1· Garrison is uncertain, but i.:; 
thought to be considerable-among the a Ftench 
cfficer of distinction, was mortally \\'ouacl2d, 
which '·greatly exasperated their spirits. 
Before night the1'e came such numbers to relie£ of 

t.'ile town, that the enetny retreated ; and although pur-
sued, yet were not overtaken. Had they like those in 1697 
tarried till the inhabitants vrere dispersed to their labour, 
they might in all human probability, have done ·_much 
R'reater if they had not entirely desttoycd the 
t crvn. -But God had 1nercy on his people.. 

On the 26th ofOctober following, t_here having been a 
of the enemy discovered at Still-River, the soldiers 

and inhabitants belonging to the Rev. Mr. Gardner's Gar-
r :son, with divers others, went in quest of them ; v;:ho 
rdurning· in the evening fatigued with service of the 

Gardntr, in compassion took the \Vatch that 

• Scrne of the accQunts ·which 1\fr. Penhailow h:lth given of the 
mi!chicfs done in this town by the enemy, are in divers c2.fes not 
mdy imperfec:, but very erroneous, which are doubtlefs owing to the 
·.vrong inform:1tion he Ind. . 

t P.braham H e\·.', John Spaulding, and Benjamin Hutchin3. 
B 
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night upon himself ; and coming out of the Box late at 
night, on some occasion, was heard by one between sleep-
ing and waking in th6 house, '\vho supposing him an ene .. 
my, seized the first gun which came to hand, and shot 
him through the body in the Parade. !I 

But the fatal1nistake immediately appeared; and he 
being carried into the house, forgave the person that shot 
him ; and in an hour or two expired, to· the fSreat grief 
not only of his consort, but of his people, who had an 
exceeding value for him. t 

In May 1705, Mr. John Prentice was a-
mong them, and continued preaching, until Feb. 1707, 
when he was invited to settle in the Work of the Minist· 
ry, and the invitation. 

On the 15th ofOctober 1705, l\1r. Thomas Sawyer, 
with his son, t and another was captivated. 

On the 16th of July 1707, Mr. Jonathan White was 
killed by the Indians 

And on the 18th of August follov.ring, twenty-four stont 
Indians., who according to their own account had all been 
Captains, came to Marlborough, and captivated Mr. Jon-
athan Wilder, a native ofthis town, and but lately remov. 
ed from it.-The next day being pursued by about thir ... 
ty of Marlborough and Lancm;ter ; and overtaken-the 
front of our men came up0n them before they had the 
least apprehension of a pursuit. 

'fheir packs were all slung, and it being a misty day, 
their cases were on their g-uns.-And therefore had ours 
all run down upon them, they might easily have destroyed 
or taken all, and saved the life of the captive.-The ene-
my themselves at the first app:arance of our men, had 
termined to resign themselves to their mercy .-But ob ... 
serving that but ten of t:1e thirty down upon them, 
they took courage, unsLr:;s 1bc.r and fought like 
n1en-having first :beir captive. 

In this action, the enemy lost ;1ine, and all their pad;s; 
and on our part two,*· were killed, and wounded, 

II Mr Samuel Prefco 
t Mr. G:udner wa-> not ordaineu. 
t' Elias Sawyer and John Biglo. 
• Mr. John Farr:u, and----· Singleterry. 

Mr. EplJrarm \Vildet, and :'<1r. Samuel Stevens. 
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but not mortally. 
It ought to be observed, again, that but ten of our men 

were in the action. 
On the 29 of March 1 'i08, the Rev. Mr. John Pren-

tice was ordained. 
On August 5, 1710, a party of the eneiny coming by 

the advantage ofthe bushes, very near to l\llr Nathaniel, 
and 1.\'!r. Oliver Wilder, and an Indian servant, at la-
bour in the field, fired upon them. 'l'he servant was kil-
led· but they escaped to the Garrison.-And this is the last 
mischief that been done by them in this town. 

The Records of the church in Mr. Rot:vlandson's time, 
were in all probability consumed in his Garrison.-A Gd 
the Records in Mr. Whiting's day not beingto be found, 
we have no account of the number of Communicants, 
or of Baptisms, from the founding of this church to the 
ordination of the Rev. lVIr. Prentice in 1708. 

But during Mr. Prentice's l\!Iinistry, 331 were receiv-
ed to full communion, and 1593 baptized. 

After a life of much service, faithfulness, and loved, 
on the 6th of January 1747,81 the Rev. Mr. Prentice de-
ceased, greatly lamented. 

From the last recorded by him, to the re-settlement of 
the Ministry on Nov. 16, 1748, were 38 baptisn1s. 

And from the re-settlemet to this day, 70 Persons 
have been admitted to full con1munion, and 183 baptized. 

So that from l\1arch 1708, to this day, 401 have been 
admitted to full communion, and 1814 baptized. 

Of the Men1bers in this church was formed a consider-
able part of the Church in Harvard in 1733. 

The church in Bolton, in 17 41. 
In part, the church in Leominster, 17 4..3. 
1.,he church in the second precinct, in 17 44. 

With Propriety therefore this Church may s3y ; Many 
a tin1e have they affiicted n1e from my youth, many a 
time have they afllicted me f.rom mJ youth; yet they 
have not prevailed against me. 

Proceed we now to a briefconsidc-.Jtion ofthe 
II. 'fhing, viz. rfhe Church and People of Gon as-

cribing unto H 1M the Glory of their Preservation.--
Tet they lzarve :not prevailed al{ainst me, is designed not 

only to assert their Preservation utter Ruin, but also 
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to ascribe the glory of it unto God-Unto God, 1n 
consequence of their peculiar relation to Him, and of his 
gracious prcmjses to had gloriously appeared 
for then1 in Egypt, and at the Red- Sea ; and ofte·n after .. 
'vards, when or oppressed by eneinies, more 
numerous al1d pov.·erful than 

These .A.scriptiorrs are common in the sacred pages.-
\;V e ha, he::trd with our ears, 0 God, our f,tthers have· 

' told us what work thou didst in their in the times. 
'of old ll--.' If it had not bean the. Lord who wa.s on our 
' side, 110 \Y Uilay Israel say-. If it had not been the L ord', 

who was en oqr side, n1en. rose up against us ;, 
' thtrn they had swallo-.;,Yed us up quick, \vhen their \vrath 
' was kindled against us-Then the v1:o.tets had oYer ... 
' '\vhehned us ; thc:m the proud had gone over our 
' soul-Blessed be the Lord, '\vho hath not given us a prey 
' to their help is in the nmne of the Lord.;-

Tl ese acknoYi'lcdg·cp1tnts and ascriptions arc- not cn1y 
iiJlmded on the reason and natu re of things ; but alsu 
cnjoi1 Jed by divine authc.rity, to keep divine benefits in 
111E a10ry, to in spire succeeding g·enerations with gratitude 
<.lncl to them effect.ually in the fear and service of 
the m ost high God-.-Accordingly we have the church of 
lsrael assignmg· this. as a reason of her practice. 

' ..,.,Ve she\Y to the generation to come the praises 
' of tr:e and his strength and his wonderful works 
' that he hrtth done-For he a in 

and a law in Israel) which he c on1-
, manded our fathers that they should make them known 
• to their children-.- .That generation to come might 
' krJow them, even the children which should be born ; . 
. , v.·ho sl1ould arise and decbre them to their children--. 
' they migl:t set tbeir hope in God) and not forget. 
'the '\Yorks of Crod,. but keep his commands, and be sted ... 

fast with him .. 
'The deliverance of Israel fi·om oppression and bondage 

in was to be celebrated \Yith solemn festivity, & 
with the reasqn of it carefully to fue transmitted by divine 
8ppointme11t to pos_terity---' ltnd thou shalt thy son 
in that This is. done because of that v.;fiich 
the Lord did un.to n1e, wL.cn 1 came out of Egypt,..-And 

U Pfal. 44· t. + Pfal. 124--145·, Il--14. induG.. Ifa.i. 63, j ·)&. 
§ J;fahn. 78. 4-7. inclufi. 
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it shall be for a sign unto thee, that the Lord's 
may be in thy mouth; thou therefore shalt keep this ord!-. 
nance. * 

And when Haman, 1.vho "'.vas of the blood royal of Am-
4lleck, and therefore the natural enemy of Israel, plotted 
their destr 1ction through the v.rholc Persian Ernpire, and 
had procured of Ahasuerus a decree for that purpose ; 
God by a very signal interposition cast him into the pit 
which he had digg;ed, and bro't his devises upon his OY'i'n 
head, but gave joy nnd gladness and a goocl day unto the 
Je'\vs. - VVherdore Mordecai (no doubt by diYinc 
tion) appointed this Presen·uticm to bo celebrated anntwl-
ly v;ith festivity and joy on the fourteenth and fifteenth 
days of the n1onth Ad2tr.-1'h;s celebrated with 
thanksgiving and praise to G<Jc1. -j 

And as the commemoration of God's appearing to the 
relief of his people under their distresses is of diYine op-
pointmcnt ; v:e accordingly find tlwn1 the glory 
to I-Iim. -Thus ahcr the destruction of and his 
host in the Red-Seu, Iv1oses and the people or'hr:::el give 
God the praise-' The Lord hath triumphed g1oriDusly : 
' the horse and his rider he l:ath throy,·n into the 
4 'l'he Lord is nr· strcn:th and rnv sdvation-Thv rig-ht ,/ 0 ., j I 

' hand) 0 Lorcl1 is glorious in pow·er-::md hath dashed 
' in pieces the enerny. 
- VVhen Deborah and Barak delivered Israe1 from the 

oppression of Jabin Kjng ofHazor,they in thtirtriumr-hal 
song give all the glory unto God.-· Praise ye t!tc Lord 
' for the avenging of Israel- Lord) \vhen thou \··;entest 

thou n1archedst OlJt ofthefield ofEdom; 
' the tren1bled, and the 1-Ieavens dropped ; tLe 
• mounta1ns 1nelted before. the Lord God of 
'foug-ht fro1n Heaven, the Stars in their courses foud1t 2. -

\) L' 

a.nd the River 1\.isban swept thc1n il 
And "-hen the Lord ·with thunder and lig1 tning dis-

cmnfitted the Phllistines before his people,_ \vho pursncd 
then1 to the confines of their o\vn country ;, Samuel tcok 
a stone und set it up bet-.veen Mizpeh and She;;, and 
kd the name of it Ebenezer, saying,, the Lt..rd 
hu.th helped us. 

-'It Exod. 1 3· 8,9, ro. + l!fth. 9,20, &c. + Exod. I;. 
il Judges_), z Sam. 7· u. 
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And what shall I more say ? For the time wonld fail 
me to tell of David and of Asa, and of Jehosaphat, 
and of Hezekias, anel of other worthies ; who ·with the 
prophets and people of God, gave Hjm the glory of their 
preservation under affiiction and in distrf·ss from enemies. 

And as the reason of these ascriptions hath always been 
the same, and the smne spirit of gratitude hath rested 
upon the saints of all succeeding ages ; the christian 
church hath always given to the sar-ne God the glory of 
her preservation, under the numerous evils which have 
been bro't upon her by her enemies-whether n1en or 
devils. 

And 1vell may the inhabitants of this country join with 
the church in all preceeding times, in giving glory to the 
Gcd of salvation. 

For when they wer€ few in number, when they were 
far from hu1na.n help, in a howling wilderness, and sur-
rcunded vvith nume ous Barbarians who thirsted for their 
blood, and often plotted their destructi0n ; 'God the God 
of Israel was their saviour-They trusted in hiln, and 
w<tre not ashamed- And not-.vithstanding all the attempts 
of their enen1ies> whether American or European, are yet 
a growing people. 

'fhe habitations of cruelty are become a valley of vi-
sion-\Vhere Sat:1n was worshipped with horrid rites, 
the God of Heaven is nC\V adored-The solitary places 

the {vilderness blossometh as the rose, and the 
of is given unto it. 

Surely_,/ it \vas God that bro't a vine from far, cast out 
the heatllen before it, planted it, and caused it to take 
root, and fill the land ; so that the hills are covered with 
the shadow, and the bows thereof are like the goodly ce-
dars. 

God g·rant, that the hedges may not be broken down, 
th:1t it rnay never be plucked. by those that pass by, that 
the Hoar out of the wilderness n1ay never waste it, nor the 
wild beasts devour it ; but 111;-ty the glory of the ·Itord be 
upon it from Generation to Generation. 

But the present Assembly calls for a particular ftddress. 
Brethren, as through the good hand of our 9'ocl upon 

us, vYe this day see the completion of a Century fro1n 
the incorporation of the "f own, a 1d h::we recollected s01ne 
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of the signal mercies of God to our fathers under their 
numerous afflictions by the enemy ; we may with Pro .. 
priety join with Israel of old, a..'r'Jd,say, 

' If it had not been the Lord who was on our side ; if 
' it had not been the Lord v.rho was our side, when 
' men rose up against us ; then they had swallowed ·us 
' up quick, when their wrath was kindled against us.-
' Blessed. be the Lord who hath not given us a prey to -
' their help is in the natne of the Lord-
Who reigns in Zion head over all things unto his church 
- .. o\nd will reign, · till all opposing rule, authority and 
power shall be put down, and the time ceme for deliver-
lng the kingdom of God, even the fathers, and for pre. 
sentiug· his church without spot, and with exceeding joy 
before the presel).Ce of his glory. 

As the church was purchased by his own blood, the 
Father hath in all ages committed tbe preservation of it 
to Him : and as Mediator vested him with all power 
in heaven and earth. In all the afflictions of his people, 
he was afflicted, in his love and in his pity he redeemed 
them, he bare the1n, and carried them all the days of old. 
He was the refuge of our fathers in their distresses. Let 
us therefore mention the loving kindnesses ofthe Lord, 

. and the praises of the Lord, according to all that he hath 
bestowed upon us-And the great goodness towards the 
house of Israel, which he hath bestowed according to .his 
n1ercy, and according to the multitude o_f his loving 
kindnesses. · 

Let the consideration of these things animate us. 
1.) To a firm and unshaken confidence in Him cnder 

all ad versitv. 
This is one important end for which the merciful ap-

pearance of God for our fathers in their distresses are to 
be recollected. He commanded our fathers that they 
should mot.ke them to their children, that they 
might set their hope in God. 

2,) Let these things excite us to a sincere compliance 
with all his precepts, whether relating to faith or practice. 

Th:s also is another important to be made of them. 
they might set their hope in God, and 1 .. ot forget his 

,,.-orks. but keep his com1nandments. 
And \vithout a sincere regard to divine precepts, our 
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confiden-ce Ydll be presumption. For there i3 no promise, 
of protection or blessing to such Rs persevere in disobe"' 
dience and unbelief. 

If ye forget the 1vorks o1 the Lord, and walk not in his 
w·avs, ve may well cxDect to be abandoned to all evi:. 
TI{is is evident frOln hi.:;tory of IsrL1el-For \Vhen J 0-

and an that generat:ion lrere gathered to their flthers; 
::nd there atose another P"cneration, \Yho knetv not the 

<..) . 

works of the 1vhich he Iud done· in Israel ; They 
forsook the Lord l:.oci of their hthers, and follo\ved after 
the Gods of the People that \vere round about them, and 
brovoked the Lord to he deliYered the1n in-0 

to the hands cf Spoilers, that spoiled them, and sold 
them into the h:mds of their ene111ics round about, so that 
they codd not stand any longer before their 

\Vhethersoever they vent out, the hand of the :_..ord 
was against them for evil ; as the Lord had said, as. 
the Lord had S\Vorn unto them,. and they were greatly 
distressed. 

Muse therefore on hi"s \vondcrs of old, and on his works . 
in the days ofyour fi1thers, until the fire shall burn within 
you-until sacred ardors shall rise in your souls, and an· 
imate you to the most cheerful tntst and obedience. 

Ye are the fJced of the blessed of the and the 
children of the ·which he made \vith them-
:FuHil therefore the oblig1tions,. as ye expect the blessing.-:-
t>f that Covcnant.-Lct yoHr hearts be steJ:[ast in it. 

Be ambitions of imitating whatever lVJ.s excellent in 
your ancestors-C0nsidcr from \vhence ye are faren-
y our ·works are not perfect before God ; Remerabe!· 
t11erefore how ye have received anu heard, & repel 
strengthen the things that ren1ain and are ready to die . 
• Is not this the voice of your fitthers, ' 1\.nd ye our 

' children, know ye the God of your f<-ttl!ers, and serve 
' him with perfect hearts and \viliing- 1ninds ; ifye seek 
"hinr Ire wih he ftx1nd of you, hut if you hin1 he 
' ivill c1st you off forever.' 

Your fathers bear the heat and bnrden of the day, they 
submitted to many h:n·dships and dangers ; not only tha:t 
they might leave unto you a f<1ir ten1poral inheritance, as 
it is thi:> day ; but also, what they estce1ncd infinitely 
preE:rablf::'> th;t they Inight i:1 th:" enjoy1ncnt c;f 
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of the i11 its purity-.:' or t}'e sake of this they 
their lives i·1 this ess-For this) they 

posed to periis by sea) to ] __ the wilder« 
ness. to perils by the a.1'l to evils. 

A -_d ye are up in :·o.._ r fa'h steD.d ; and prosper-
it - "hi !t:S ic' fuL orh nro:-; fast in 

.J L J 

the Chnst hath made --:;u f1·te. 
(}i ve COn1Til mdm<. nt to VODf household, and to YOUr 

seed yo 1, to vaPz in the commandrr.ents and 
of the Lord and to do mercy and 

judgmeht-That they tnay give the sarae in charge 
to tl}eirs_:_fror"1 generation to generation--

. That the divine bles3iPg may be upon then1, aad the 
Kit!gdom of God be .ad d . n. 

'--





A P 1' E N D I X. 
!!HE following narrative is a9ded, to fatisfy the tnr;ofity of 

fuch as feel a partiC"alar concern in the hiH:ory of at q tq 
perpetuate faB:s, whic.h may be interefl:ing to future generation • 

In the more adva.nced of their ancient lettiement it has 
feen good according to the days 'lfl.hich in its infancy it 
affiicred. It has not fufrair..ed the common inte' of union 
or profperity. Few in New England have been fwotul:'d 
by Provide'nce with fo long enjoyment of thtir pafi:ors. onlf 
an intermiffion- 0f about ten months ; the m:niftry of Rev. Mr. and Rev. Mr. flARR!N:GTOW , filled up a of more 
thaH eighty ye)rs. Some o{ Hilll ivi11g agree \\1 ith t lF)f,"" 
'Who have retfred from the irt teflifying to the fidei ity, ZC4 
and profeffional .em inence of)).e:v. N_.!r. P1 entice. · · ' 

The Rev. Mr: .. has 'ever been venerated as a IDQl d 
ef minifierial excellence. W-ith a good portion of fc ier.df c a ..ti 
theological attainn1ents he united fingula.r per t inency '"e t.ll.r 
in the performance of devotional exerci les. He. was all(> ·a patte n 
of chrifUan cheetft:tlnefs and aff4bil ity, of fy 1l,athy !th he 
and affi itl:ed, and of cQmpaffion to the poor. The d" 1ef( e4 
and affeCtion fiill.he<frti.y render .d by tO f is IL<C!"(Wrf is a 
folid p1oof of his p · eet di errit virtues. 

A fter bd Pg ur a lc fr.om the \nfi·. m'ities of age for nearly f0ur 
Y"'·lrs to pc f(wm tL" d.l.tie'· cf the rn"nifhy, 1 e died Dec. t8, '79.!)· 

I.: m·in '.ils 1-z::n\..:; , . v:ere ad 1 't ed to the communioB of the 
Ln ch, and to 151 I ' Jl baptifrn adrrinifi:ered. ' · 
It lhould be reco•·dfd in h01 om of the peopl e, whom b.:" 

that with ur a :!'" forwarcJnefs they pa1d hi!> falary ip fulU 
to the d1y of his death, and generou!ly 4efrayed of the 
funeral. · · ' 

On C)th of 0 ckbcr I 793, the Rev. Nathaniel was 
or .:laincd c@lleague Pafi:or ,.vith the Rev Timothy Barring 1 'm. 

Since that time 166 pcrfons made a prblick profeffion of 
religion and been received to the enjoy"ment of c4riftiap 
4 13 have been baptized. 

The union and flot11ifhi11g fiate of the Town form a g rnund of 
hope . that th.e p efent generat:on w1ll prove worthy r f tr e pr•vil. 
eges and bleffings for by a race of s a nd niou · 
ancefl:ors. ' · 

JuLY Ie, 
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AN 

ORDINATION SERMON. 

:dCTS XX. 27. 
--I HAVE NOT SHUNNED TO DECLARE UNTO 

YOU ALL THE COUNSEL OF GOD. 

T H E difcourfe with which thefe words 
are conneCted, is rnofi pathetic and affecting. As 
addre:ffed to chriftian minifl:ers , it furnifhes direttions 
highly fuitable for them in fulfilling their minifiry. 
What the apofiles and firft preachers of the gofpel 
were, exclufive of their fupernatural call and quali-
fications, all who flill fucceed them in teaching the 
religion of Jefus, ought undoubtedly to be. In their 
example 1ve have a model for the right difcharge of 
the duties of the miniftry. Their doctrines, manner 
of preaching, temper <1nd conduCt through the various 
fcenes of their miniftry, are recorded, as for the 
infiruB:ion of chrifiians in general, fo for the imita-
tion of minifl:ers in fpecial. And J.S the labours of 
Paul abounded beyond thofe of tl:c other apofUes, fo 
his example is exl1ibited in fcrip ture with a diftin-
guifl1cd lufire. After the evangeli:fts, his epi.flles and 
the hiHory of his minifiry, form ·the part 
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of the writings in the new teftament. But in no other 
:lingle paifage, we fo full an account of his min-
ifl:ry, and of the manner of his fulfilling it, as that 
which he himfelf gives, in the context, to the elders 
of Ephefus. 

With unwearied pains, and amidft many fears and 
dangers, he had planted the church of Chrifi in that 
city. And being now called away, and obliged to 
leave the work in other hands, he was anxious for its 
fuccefs, and that it might frill flourifh, under the fof-
tering care of thofc to whom it was committed. He 
therefore called for their attendance, that he might, 
with his own lips, renew the folemn charge and fay, 
"Take heed unto yourfelves, and to all the flock, 
over v;hich the Holy Ghofi hath made you overfeers, 
to feed the church of God, which he hath purchafed 
with his own blood." To quicken them in keeping 
this charge, he fets his own example before them in 
f01ne of its more fignal infiances during his minifiry 
2mong them ; bringing to their recolleCtion both his 

and his practice. And having apprized 
them, that he was now taking his leave of them, and 
that they would fee .him no more; on this folemn occa-
fion, he tefiifies to them, that whatever the iffue of 
his preaching might be with refpea to fome, whatever 
1nelancholy confequences might enfue after his de-
part.urc, if any of them, or of the people of their 
charge, :fhould finally 1nifcarry, yet for himfelf, he 
was clear frmn the blood of all men ; having fully and 
faithfully delivered the gofpel meffage. For I have 
not Jlzunned to declare unto all the counfel qf God. 

Ju holding up the apofUe's example a'\ a model for 
\\C may confider both t 1 lcfubjec1 and the manner 

of his preaching_. 
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In the .firfl place, the fubjeB:, viz. the cou17Jel of God, 

or the gofpel of his grace, concerted by the divine 
wifdom, and now, in its moft full and complete dif-
penfation, publifhed to the world for the obedience 
of faith. The whole chriftian fyfrem is included in 
that counfel of God which Paul preached. To its 
peculiar and diftinguiili.ing doctrines, however, he 
did not, upon every occafion, confine his difcourfes. 
In addre:ffing the idolatrous Gentiles, he began with 
afferting the great principles of natural religion,* 
the unity of Gon, his perfections and univerfal prov-
idence ; our relation to him as his creatures, depend-
ence upon him, and confequent obligations to ferve 
him with our mental faculties, in diftinB:ion from 
thofe bodily exercifes which cannot profit. Thefe 
primary truths of religion, together with thofe equal-
ly obvious ones of morality, of doing j'L!Jlly and loving 
mercy in our dealings with one another, and walking 
humbly in the government of ourfelves, are that good 
which God hath jlzewed unto men in furnifhing them with 
the gift of reafon. They are the great law of our 
nat.ure, coeval with our exiftence, written upon the 
hearts of all men, and binding at all times. 

Yea, God has fo conftituted our nature and the 
frame of things around us, that while reafon difcerns 
thefe fundamentals of religion and morality, experi .. 
ence teaches us how effential to happinefs is our con-
formity to them. Our felf-love, the principle of , 
felf-prefervation, fo firong in every one, is made to 
fanEtion thefe dictates of reafon, and to urge our com-
pliance with them. And were our reafon clear and 

- * See Afls xvii. 22. 
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perfeB:, unclouded by paffion, unbiaffed by preju ... 
dice, unimpaired by difeafe or intemperance ; did it 
retain its original ftrength and fupremacy over the 
propenfities of nature, it might prove a fufficient 
guide to virtue and happinefs. If it hath totally 
failed of thefe ends, the caufe lies in its perverfion 
and abufe through the ftrength of prevailing cor-
ruption. 

After the apoftacy, men became vain in their 
imaginations; and while they retained fome know ledge 
of God, yet glorified him not as God; but rebelling 
againft reafon, gave themfelves up to vile affeB:ions. 
Thefe their underftandings more and more, 
and gradually funk them into deplorable ignorance, 
fuperftition and idolatry. Under this mafs of rub-
bifh, the light of reafon was nearly and 
many ages elapfed, while the moral world lay buried 
in darknefs, grofs and heavy, like that which over-
fpread this earth in its chJ.otic ftate. 

And when, at length, the divine mercy introduc ... 
cd the gofpel difpenfation for the general benefit of 
the world, the firft object of this revelation was, to 
recover reafon from its degradation, and re-efiablifh 
the principles of natural religion. This voice from 
heaven confirms the diEtates of reafon, refiores thofe 
which had been loft, enlightens; thofe which had been 
obfcured, firengthens thofe which had been weakened, 
and clothes them all with a divine authority ; giv-
ing to the voice of reafon and confcience com-
manding energy of the voice of. God. 

But, were this all that is effeU:ed by revelation, 
( fo great is the change made in the condition of man 
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by firt) this which was ordained to life, would be found 
to be unto death-ferving only to fhow us the extent 
of our mifery. It would be like the appearance of 
God to our firft parents after their tranfgreffion, ar-
raignil!g, convicting and condemningi and then leav-
ing them without the hope which he actually gave 
in his fentence upon their feducer. By clarifying 
our reafon, and fetting before us in its purity and 
perfeaion the great law of our nature, rr.velation en-
ables us to behold the number and aggravations of 
our fins. "By the law is the knowledge of fin.', 

Aftonifhed at the view of his guilt, and alarmed 
with the apprehen!ion of the divine difpleafure, the 
awakened convinced finner is anxious to find fame 
mercy to pardon, fome kind power to fave. He 
earneftly inquires, by what facrifices and offerings, or 
in what way, he may appeafe an offended Deity, and 
make fatisfaB:ioti for the breach of his law. Rea-
fort cannot anfwer the inquiry. All nature is filent, 
and affords no certain ground o£ hope. The more 
we think and reafon upon our condition, the more 
helplefs defperate it appears. 

Thefe are the real circumftances of all men as · 
under fin and guilty before God. And thus circum-

"' ftanced, the gofpel, in its literal import, as glad tid-
ings of great joy, comes in to our relief. Its glorious 
peculiarities, the fcheme of mediation, the perfon, 
charaft.er and offices of the Mediator, his propitiation 
for fins of the world, and ability to fave all -who 
come to God through him, the fe arc our on 1 y grounds 
fJf hope. 
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To the inquiry upon what terrns this hope may 
be ours, St. Paul anfwers when he teflijies both to the 
Jews, and aljo to tiLe Greeks, repentance toward God, and 
ja,ith toward our Lord Jejus Chrift : A return from 
iniquity, and cordial fubmiffion to him who is made 
King in Zion, obedience to his precepts, and conform-
ity to his example; thefe are the requifitions of the 
gofpel; thefe form the difiinguiihing character of real 
chrifiians. 

In attempting thefe things, however, we find a 
new difficulty arifing. All our moral powers have 
been weakened in the fervice of fin, and evil habits 
have gained fuch dominion over us, that it is no eafy 
matter to turn the current of our affections from 
earthly to heavenly things, to mortify the deeds of 
the body, get free from the bondage of corruption, 
and recover the loft reaitude of our nature. After 
fome unfuccefsful efforts, we fhould be in danger of 

\ giving over the attempt, were we not encouraged to 
1 expect aid from above. But fo complete is the pro-

vifion made in the divine counfels for our falvation, 
that the gofpel is the minifiration of the holy fpirit. 
This divine agent is tendered as the guide of our fee-
ble fieps in our return to virtue. vV c are directed 
to feek, and encouraged to hope for his affifiance 
on our :firfi honefl: attempts to reforn1. " Turn ye 
at my reproof: Behold, I will pour out n1y fpirit 
unto you. Af.k, and it fhall be given ; feek and ye 
ihall find ; if ye being evil , kno1v how to give good 
gifts unto your children: How much more rnall your 
heavenly Father gi":e the Holy Spirit to them that 
afk him?" 



11 

And that nothing proper to quicken our exertions, 
may be wanting, the fanB:ions with which the gof-
pel is enforced, are as full and perfeCt as can be im-
agined. Its promifes and threatenings addreffed to 
our hopes and fears, are fo great, folemn and awful, 
that, when duly confidered, they feem fufficient, to 
overwhelm the mind, and feizing upon all our fac-
ulties, to bear us away by an irrefiftible influence 
from all other objetts of attachment and purfuit, to 
the great and mmnentous concerns of eternity. 

Thefe things, in their connetlion with various 
other particulars in the infpired writings, were thofe 
divine counfels which Paul, with fuch unremitting 
diligence, declared. Not this account of them how-
ever, but the fcriptures themfelves are to be regard-
ed as the law and the td£inzony, the oracles of in con-
formity to which every difcourfe upon religion and 
chrifiian morality is to be compofed. By the fiudy 
of thefe infpired writings, every chriftian, and efpcc-
iall y every chriilian minifter is to fa.tisfy himfelf what 
are indeed the counfels of God. The ftudies of a 
minifter principally confift in fearching the fcriptures. 
From thefe he muft derive the things· new and old 
with which he is to entertain and edify his hearers. 
That he may" rightly divide the word of truth," and 
approve himfelf ''a workman who needeth not to 
be afhamed," it is neceffary, that he have a thorough 
and intimate acquaintance with every part of divine 
revelation. Its doB:rines and duties ihould be fo fa-
miliar to his thcughts, that on every occa1ion his lips 
may preferve knowledge; drop as the rain and diftil as 
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the dew. As fet for the defence of the gofpel, it is 
alfo neceiEtry, that he be fo verfed in the various and 
abundant evidence of its truth both internal and ex-
ternal, that he may be ready at all times, to remove 
the fcruples of the yet wavering and unfettled i:pquir-
er, anfwer the objeetions of infidels, and fiop the 
mouths of gainfayers. 

In fearching out the meaning of the fcriptures, 
and determining what doB:rines they really coniain, 
a knowledge of ancient manners, cufioms and lan-
guages, efpec.ially of thofe languages in which the 
fcript'ures were originally written, is highly requifite. 
Much ufeful information may be derived from thofe 
piofane authors who wete cotemporary with the iri-
ipired writers. as many of thef€, as have 
reached modern times, the interpreter of fcript1,1re 
fhould be acquainted. He fhould know what 
lowance to make for the difference between ancient 
and languages; and for the peculiarphrafes, 
idioms and proverbial fayings of the people for 
whofe ufe the fcriptures wer€ at firft defigned. In 
confiruing thofe paifages which are hard to be un-
derflood, he mufi keep in view the general aim and 
fcope of the writer, and by comparingjpiritual thi?zgs 
with Jpiritual, make what is clear and plain to reflect 
light upon that which is doubtful and obfcure. 

To the difgrace of all Chriflendom, it has been 
the too general praB:icf>., to adopt, with little or no in-
quiry, a fet of doElrines as the fiandard of orthodoxy 
from fome celebrated Father, Reformer, efiablifhed-
. Church, Synod or Council. f ... nd having thus etrr· 

S I 
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braced our of divinity, all out ftudies have 
been to weave thefe do chines into our interpreta-
tions of fcripture; and detached texts, fehtences and 
phrafes have been turned and twifted in every direc-
tion to the fupport and defence of pre-conceived 
op1n1ons. " Inftead of impartially examining the 
facred writings with a view of difcovering the truth, 
in what ever ihape it may appear, we enter on the 
inquiry with a fyftem already adopted, and have 
ereB:ed the edifice, even before the ground has been 
explored, on which it muft be reared. It is from 
this c<1ufe, that the Greek and Latin churches have 
difcovered in the new tefiament their different ten-
ets, and that the moft oppofite parties, which have 
arifen in the chriftian world, have made the fame· di-
vine oracles the bafis of their refpet11ve ·creeds. It 
is from this fource that the church of Rome derives 
her feven facraments, the Divine of the church of 
England his thirty nine articles, the Lutheran his 
fymbolic and the Calvinift his confeffion of 
faith." 

To the honour of the prefent age, a mote ration-
al method of treating the fcriptures fcems to be gain-
ing ground. Thefe !hackles upon the minds of men 
are evidently loofened, and we may hope, will grad-
ually fall off. It begins to be generally acknowl-
edged that " as an hifiorian fhould be of no party, 
an interpreter of fcripture fhould be of no feet. His 
only bufinefs is t6 inquire what the apoftles and 
eyc:ngelifis them{d ves intended to expreis; he mufr 
tran fplant himfclf, if poilible, into their fiLV.ation, 
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and in the invefl:igation of each controverted point, 
muft examine, whether the facred writers, circum-
fianced as they were, could entertain or deliver this 
or that particular do&rine. This is a piece of juf-
tice that we refufe not to profane authors, and no 
Teafon can be affigned, why we fhould refufe it to 
thofe who have a frill higher title to our rega:·d." 

Having, by diligc.nt and impartial inquiry, fet-
tled in his rnind what are the doctrines of fcripture, 
the preacher, who would regJ.rd Paul as his model, will 
make thefe the confiant theme of his difcourfes : And 
his great concern and ftudy ·will be, to teach them 
in their purity and fimplicity, and with fuch perfua-
fiv,e force and energy as if poffible to a juft 
fenfe of them upon the minds of his hearers. This 
he will be mofi likely to effeCt:, if in the difcharge of 
his rninifiry, he fets before him, 

Secondly, the m,anner of the apoftle; his faith-
fulnefs, earneftnefs, .confiancy, and fincerity in 
praB-ifing himfelf whu.t he inculcated upon others. 
Thefe virtues are highly important, are indifpenfably 
requifite in the character of a gofpel minifier, and 
they were all eminently illuftrated in the example-
of Pa:1l. Each of thetn is firongJy in1plied in what 
he fays of himfelf to tl::.e Ephefian elders. His 
faithfulnrfs is the direct import of the text. " I 
have not fhunned to declare unto you all the counfel 
of God." Nor was it more obvious in the unreferv-
ednefs of his communicatJons than in his manner of 
making them. As he kept back nothing that might 
be profitable; his confiant fiudy ·was, how to be 
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mofr profitable, and accompliih the great end of his 
minifiry in perfuading men. Every faithful minif-
ter will copy after him in this ref pea, and will propofe 
to himfelf the fame object as his grand and ultimate 
atm. To promote this end, all his fiudies and en-
deavours will be fieadily directed. In the choice 
of his fuojeas, and in his manner of handling them, 
he will be guided by what in his cor1fcience he 
thinks will be mofi ufeful to his hearers. Merely to 
amufe and entertain them with the pomp of lan-
guage, or the charms of eloquence ; or to gain their 
applaufe by gratifying their curiofity, or feeding 
their paffions and prejudices, he will always efteem 
unbecoming the folemnity of a religious affembl y, 
and below the dignity of a chrifiian minifler. St. 

' Paul preached not himfelj, but Chrijt Jejus the Lord. 
That defire of fame to himfelf, that ambition of be-
ing known and difiinguifhed, which fired the an-
cient orators of Greece and Rome, was'far below the 
fublime views by which the apofile was actuated. 
Had he been capable of feeking praife with men, his 
know ledge as an apofUe might have been no impedi-
ment. The man who had been admitted within the 
veil, caught up into heaven, and initiated into the fe-
crets of the invifible world, had it undoubtedly in 
his power to have gratified human curiofity on a 
number of queftions concerning which it eagerly in-
quires. Should not his filence upon fuch queflions, 
correa the vanity of thofe preachers who are al-
ways fiudying to furprife their hearers with forne 
new difcovery in divinity? 



If fuch pretended difcoveries have no conceiva. .. 
'ble relation to praCtical godlinefs; if cqrious 
fitions upon fubjeets of little confequence, uninter-
efting [peculations, or dry criticifms even upon the 
fcriptures themfelves, form the bulk of a preach-
er·s difcourfes ; or if he confounds his hearers with 
controverfial divinity, and is always endeJ.vouring to 
reftabliili fome favourite f yftem of human confiruc.., 
tion, and under the impreffion of its peculiarties, gives 
to every difcourfe, be the text what it may, the fa.me 
general complexion ; if his preaching be defiitute 
of that variety of different views and illriftrations 
which the rich treafure of fcripture affords; or 
if in treating on the important doCtrines of the 
gofpel, he introduces a train of intricate and 
perplexed reafoning ; or if in teaching the moral 
virtues, he recommends them by no other arguments 
than a Plato or a Socrates would have ufed; if he 
forgets to affign them their proper place in the chrif-
tian fyfiem, or to enforce them by thofe peculiar 
motives which the gofpel furnifhes; if he adopts 
either of thefe defective modes of preaching, though 
he fhould be ever fo laborious in his fiudies, yet muft 
lie not fall fhort of that profit to his hearers which is 
effential to faithfulnefs ? 

As the arts of perfuafion are the only ones by 
which fuccefs in preaching is to be attempted, with 
what diligence fhould they be fiudied? llow folicit-
ous will the faithful minifler be in acquainting him-
fclf with the mofi. engaging methods of add:-cfs ? Ho·v 
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carefttl and circumfpea, 1eft in little things, he ftir 
up prejudicc.s which may leifen his influence in mat-
ters of greater mmnent. in this refpea, few of us, 
perhaps are fufl1ciently wary. Some, indeed, when. 
they have once fettled in their own minds, what is 
right) feerri to make it a point of confcience, to pay 
no refpect td the opinions or prejudices of others. 
Rigid and inflexible, they pufh their fentimertts with 
a zeal often fubvedive both _of peace and charity. 

How very different was the conduct of the apof-
tle? To gain upon unbelievers, to edify the faithful 
and fl:rengthcn the weak in faith, with what eafe did 
he accommodate himfelf to their known prcpoifef-
fions ? With what condefcending tendernefs, in mat-
ters not effential, did he become all things to all rnen, 
that by all means he might jave jome. \Vith thofe 
der the law, or who looked upon themfelves bound 
by its ceremonial rites, he readily complied with · 
thofe rites, though he knew them to have been abol-
i:fhed: Whilft with thofe who had obtained the fa1ne 
know ledge with himfelf, he as confiantl y ufed his 
chrifiian liberty. "To the weak he became, as weak, 
and would eat no meat, whilft the world flandeth, 
rather than make the weakeft brother to offend.;; 
Had the fame temper continued univerfally to pre·-
vail in the church, the bonds of charity would never 
have beert broken. From the beginning, all the dif-
ferent feB:s and denomit1ations of chrifiians would 
have dwelt together in unity like brethren. 

The faithful minifter will confider, not only the 
prevailing prejudices of his but their capaci-
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ties, charaaers and religious eircumfiances; and to 
thefe adapt his difCourfes, his method of reafoning and 
addrefs. Thus he will diftinguifh the precious from the 
vile, warn the unruly, and comfort the feeble minded, 
and give to every one his portion in due 

admirable w ifdom and a difcern1nent of 
circumflances and this was done by the 
apofile on every occafion. To fhe heathen worihip-
ing dumb idols, he 'iet forth the abfurdity of jdola-
try. Their objetl:ion againft hi1n was, his faying, that, 
they be no Gods, which are made with ha,nds. To the Jews 
who had received by Mofes and the prophets the iliad-
ow of the gofpel, the hope of the Meffiah, he imme- ,' 
diatel y teftified, that J efus was the Meffiah whom 
they expected. To the awakened jailor inquiring, 
ff/hat he j!wuld do to be faved, '' he immediate! y anf-:v ers, ,), 
believe on the Lord .7efus Chrijl: Whilfi with the har-
dened unprincipled Felix, he reajons of righteoujnejs, 
temperance and a j1tdgment to come. Knowing himfelf 
the terror of the Lord, he fought to perfuade men, 
to alarm the vicious, and aroufe the thouo-htlefs 

0 ' 

by a faithful denunciation of that wrath, "which 
is revealed from heaven againft a!l ungodlinefs, 
and unrighteoufnefs of n1en." Many there are in 
every congregation, to whom thefe warnings are 
frill neceffary. *And whether they will hear, or 

* It is matter of regret, that any ihould object to this part of 
al faithfulnefs. No excufe indeed is to be offered for thofe preachers who 
endeavour to fupply the want of fenfible compofition and of a ferious and ra-
tional method of addrefs by overbearing noife and terrour: Cenfure upon 
them is juft. Yet it is a melancholy fact, that the refinement of modern 
ti.mes has produced fome occafional hearers, (for they are not in general, 
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whether they will forbear, the watchman cannot, 
with fafety, ihun to declare them. For he is him-
felf warned, " If thou fpeak not to warn the wicked 
from his way, he fhall die in his iniquity; but his 
blood will I require at thine hand. Yet if thou 
warn the wicked and he turn not, he !hall die in his 
1n1quity; but thou haft delivered thy foul.., 

In difpenfing thefe warnings,and indeed all the oth. 
er truths of the gofpel, the fervour and earnefinefs of 

very conftant in attending public worfhip) whofe delicacy feems to be !hocked 
at the leaft mention or the threatenings in fcripture. " Let us, fay they, be 
drawn by the beauties of virtue and the hopes of heaven, and not driven by 
the terrours of hell. We chufe not to be frightened into our duty." Upon this 
principle, they openly avow their difapprobation of all difcourfes upon the 
terrours of the world to come and the doom of the ungodly at the lajl day. 
They affect. to defpife the preacher, wh(}, by thefe motives would perfuade men 
to holinefs. In their opinion he not only expofes his ignorance of human 
nature, but his want of fenfibility and of heart, by thus endeav-
ouring to alarm his hearers. Pronouncing him ro be both ignorant and un-
feeling, they glory in their contempt of all his admonitions. But, before 
men fuffer themfelves to receive the prejudice which fuch fentiments and 
language are adapted to convey, they ought ferioufly to confider, whether 
the danger of which they are warned, be 1'eal or not. From ignorance or 
ill defign falfe alarms do indeed proceed. With thefe we are juH:ly di1fleaf-
ed. But no man is offended at being apprized of a danger which he believes 
to be real, efpecially when the warning tends to facilitate his efcape, and is 
given folely for this purpofe. Were you walking in the dark till your feet 
approached an unfufpeCl.ed precipice? Were you fitting fecure in your houfe, 
"r fieeping in your bed, while your habitation was k indling into flames ? Or 
in any other circumftance of real danger to your perfon, family or intere!r ; 
previous warning of it would be fo far from being deemed unkind, that he 
would be accounte rl a wretch indeed u lit to live in fociety, who fhoulJ 
wilfully withhold it from his neighbour or friend. The only reafon why 
men are offendeJ at beinz warned of the danger ta which their fouls are exfl 
pofed, is becaufe they believe not this danger to be real. Lot feemf'd as oJr,• 
that mocked unto bispns in law. In the fame light every monitor appears 
whofe warnings are not believed. And hence it will come to p:1fs, that, as it 
was in the days of L ot ; even thus ·will it be in tl:w ·wl>en the fin if man iJ 

revealed. 
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the apofile, as well as his faithfulnefs, are to be our 
model. Upon· his mind the gofpel took full hold, 
and knowing its truth, he felt its importance "count-
jug all things to be lofs for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Chrift," he felt no other interefi or 
concern here below but in its fpread and fuccefs. 0 f 
courfe his preaching, was not with the enticing words 
o/ man's r,.vijdom, or the fiudied forms of hum4n elo-
quence, but in the words of truth and fobernefs 
warm from his heart. With an air of deep and aw-
ful concern he perfuadcd tnen. In his addreffes to 
thc1n, his foul melted, (if we may fo fpeak) and like 
his divine Mafter weeping over Jerufalem, flowed 
forth in fireams of tendernefs and compaffion. To 
thofe addreffed in the text he fays, remember that by 
thejpace rf three years I ceajed not to warn every one night; 
and day with tears. 

This appearance of earnefinefs cannot be tolera-
bly imitated without the reality. The affectation of 
it in feigned tears and a melancholy tone, or by vo .. 
ciferation and unufual geftures, fuccccds with a very 
few only of the mofi ignorant and undifcerning : To 
a judicious audience thcfe hypocritical arts are 
ways difgufiing. A degree of St. Paul's faith, charity 
and piety is eifential to that ea,rneftnefs which he ex-
preifed. If the great principles of religion wa1·m the 
heart of the preacher, they will influence hin1 in the 
compofition as well as in the delivery of his dif-
courfes. Defpifing frivolous oftentatious harangues, 
pe will ftudy to place divine truth in a light thQ 
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1nofi advantageous for conviaion and perfuafion, 
that it may at once enlighten the underfianding and 
touch the heart. In order to this it is neceifary, 
that the compofition be folid, cogent and animated, 
free from dull explanations of what is already fuHi-
ciently obvious, and unintcrcfting pflraphrafes on 
paffages of fcripture needing no illufhation. The 
plain fimple language of the bible is always more 
lively and {hiking, than the circutnlocution of a 
paraphrafc. * 

\Vhen due care has been taken in the c:ompofition. 
of a difcou:-fc to render it worthy of attention, the 
confcioufnefs of this in the preacher will animate 
his delivery. And if he enters into the fpirit of his 
fubjcB:. and feels it upon his own heart; his earnefi-
nefs being rea], "'"'' ill prove affeB:ing to the hearers : 
The piety which glows in his bof01n will be in a 
meafure communicated to their's. 

With this earneflnefs is to be united the mofr 
perfevering diligence in fulfilling the private as well 
public duties of the miniftry. In the exatnple of 
Paul we behold an unremitting attention to his work. 

* "lly a multiplicity of words the fentiment is not fet off and accomodat-
ed, but like David cquipt in Saul's armour, it is encumb::rcd and oppreffed. 
Yet this is not the only, or perhaps the worft confequencc refulting trom this 
manner of treating facred writ. \Ve are told of the T c· rpedo, ·that it has the 
wonderful quality of numbing every thing it touch..:s. :\ p·.1raphrafe. is a 
do. By its influence the moft vivid fentimcnts become Jifclefs, the mo!t: fu-

• blime are fL:ttened, the moil: fervic the moil: vigo.rous enervated. In 
the very bcft compofitions of this kind that can be expeC!eJ, the gofpel may 
be compared to a rich wine of a high fl::vot:r, d:'t:t::J in fuch a ql.iantity of 
water as rcnJers it extremely vapid." 



He taught not in public only, but from houje to ho7ife, 
and by night as well as by day. And he charges 
Timothy to be in Jeafon and out of Jeafon, 
"watching for fouls as one that muftgive an account.'' 
The chrifl:ian minifier fhould be always ready to de-
liver t!wfe who are drawn unto death; pulling them out if 
the fire, giving to every one that a{keth a rcafon for 
the gofpel hope, reproving, rebuking, exhorting fam-
ilies and individuals as there may be occafion from 
day to day. In the courfe of providence favourable 
opportunities frequently occur for rendering, in a pri-
vate 1vay, important fervices to the fouls of men. 
Among the fons and daughters of affliEtion, in the 
chambers of ficknefs and houfes of mourning the vif-
its of a fympathizing minifl:er are always welcmne, 
and his counfels and exhortations are heard with 
more than ordinary attention. In this way it is ex-
peEted of him, that he go about doing good. 

Yea, it is expected, not only in thofe kind of-
nces which belong immediately to his profeffion, but 
in his whole converfation and deportment, that he 
exhibit the benevolent fpirit of the gofpel and exem-
plify its precepts. It is effential to the right 'difcharge 
of their office, that minifl:ers confider themfelves, 
"not as Lords over God's heritage, but as enfamples 
to the flock; in a word, in converfation, in charity, in 
faith, in purity." Having the fame intereft with 
their hearers in the gofpel which they preach, it will 
:not be believed, that they are earneft in pointing 
out the 'yay of falvation to others, unlefs they them-
fch·cvifibly walkin this way. Their exemplary deport,. 

nt as will add weight to their infl:ruB-ions 
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as minifters of Chrift ; and have an happy influence 
in recommending his religion. No arguments have 
a more perfuafive force with the world in general 
to the practice of religion, than the beholding of it 
illuftrated and fhining in the lives of its teachers. 
Every minifter fhould fo live, as to be able thus to 
addrefs his people, Be ye followers of me as I aljo am of 
Chrifl. 

In Paul we behold a difintercftednefs, fortitude 
and fincerity in praB:ifing himfelf what he inculcated 
upon others, worthy of univerfal imitation. To the 
Ephefian elders he appeals as having witnelfed the 
difplay of thefe virtues through the whole period of 
his continuance among them. '' Ye know, from the 
firft day that I came into Afia, after what manner I 
have been with you at all feafons, ferving the Lord 
with all humility of mind, and ·with many tears and 
temptations; ihewing you all things, how that fo 
labouring ye ought ti) fupport the ·weak; coveting 
no man's filver, or gold or apparel. Yourfelves know, 
that thefe hands have miniftered to my neceffities, and 
to them that were with me." While he ftrongly af-
feited the right of thofe who preach the gofpel, to live 
of the gofpel; for fpecial reafons he waved this right 
in his own cafe. Straits and difficulties he y 
experienced, and in every city had the certain prof-
pea of bonds and affiiB:ions; yet no difiref.fes, how-
ever heavy, no dangers, however formidable, did in 
the leafi di{hearten him, or fhake his refolution. 
" None of thefe things move me, fays he, neither 
count I my life dear unto myfelf, fo that I 
finifh my courfe with joy, and the minjfiry, I 
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helve received.'• And fo well did he finifh, fo com ... 
pletc was his fulfilment of this miniflry atnong the 
Ephefians, that he adds, " I take you to record this 
day, that I am pure from the blood of alltnen." IIap-
PY Paul ! ·who had managed fo high a trufl with 
fuch fidelity as to enjoy the comfort of this rcfleaion. 

To us, n1v fathers and brethren, the fame truft, 
though in an inferiour fcnfe, is committed. With 
.the o!-Iice of decb ring the counfels of God for the 
ialvation of n1cn we arc honoured. To ou -felves, 
as well as to our refi)cCiivc charges, it is of no fmall 
m.01nent, that we form ourfdves after the model of 
Paul and the apofilcs ; that the principles and 
views from which they aB:ed, have a governing influ· 
ence over 1{S, that like thcn1 we approve our fidelity 
hy keeping back nothing that may be profitable, and 
enforcing the ..,.,vhole by our own example. Moder-

defires with to the good things of this life, 
<.1nd patience and fortitude in bearing its evil things, 
aJ:c highly becoming the minifiers of a crucified Sav-
10ur. Some evil things arc to be expecred. From 
men of corrupt 111incls oppofition is fcarcely avoida-
ble. Faithfulrtcf:;, when it fails of reclaiming thetn, 
often provokes their angry paffions and draws upo;1 
itfelf a torrent of abufe. Let none of thcfc 
1nove us from thefieadydifcha1·geof ourduty. Know-
ing that it is but a fmall thing to be J:.u!ged of rnan's judg-
ment, "let our great concern be to fiand approved at an 
higher tribunal. Behold, our V.)itnifs is in !Leaven our 
1·ecoTd is on h£g!z. Stewards of the ?l'LJ.fleries of God let it 
fatisfy us, if our faithfulne[c;; be knmn1 to him. The 
period vlill {oon arri ' C vv hen his judgment will br. 
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manifefted. Let the ferious thought of this, under 
every difcouragement, animate our diligence and fi- · 
delity. The expected fummons, give an account of 
thy .flewardjlzip; for thou maytfl be no longer .fleward, may 
well aroufe our utmoft exertions. 

In the meaR while, changes are tak· 
ing place. Paul is conftrained to bid adieu to his 
Ephefian friends: The period of feparation arrives, 
and they can fee his .face no more. Thus all earthly 
friendfhips, relations and conneCtions are diifolved. 
While we ourfelves are fuffered to continue, the flight 
of time, of days, months and years bears away from 
under our care the fouls at fi rft committed to our 
charge, and tranfmits theminto thatftatewheretheytry 
the reality of thofe difcoveries which we announce to 
them from the word of God. How many who once 
fat under our miniftry, are gone already ! What their 
condition is in the world on which they have entered, 
we know not. But to ourfelves it may be of impor-
tance, ferioufly to inquire, whether if any of 
have mifcarried, it has been in no degree owing to 
our negligence ? Are we indeed pure from the blood 
of all men? 

Under a confcioufnefs of our defeets, it becomes us 
to humble our fouls before God, and while we im..o 
plore his pardon for the pail, to renew our refolu-

by his grace affifting, of greater diligence for 
the future. And may his mercy grant, that when 
our day £hall end, we may be able to look b<ick up-
on its labours with comfort, and forward to their re-
ward in the world of glory with hope and joyful ex-
p eEtation! 

D 



To you, my brother, in particular, at the clofe of 
that fcene of labour on which you are now enter-
ing, I moil ardently wifu this felicity. To point out 
the way leading to it, has been the defign of the pre-
ceding difcourfe. From my acquaintance with you 
I have jufi grounds to believe that your heart is frea-
dil y inclined towards what has been now recommend-
ed, and that you wifh to excel in a:ll the qualifica-
tions of an able and faithful minifter of Chrifi. 
fcended from one of this charatter, * an ornament to 
l1is profeffion, and trained up with every advantage 
from his infiruttion and example ; you now come 
forward with the raifed hopes of your friends, and 
the good wifhes of all your acquaintance. Providence 
is cafting your lot in a pleafant part of the vineyard, 
and many circumfiances concur in rendering the prof-
pea before you agreeable and pleafing. 

But you are not infenfible of the arduous nature 
of the work in which you are engaging, nor of the 
trials to be expeacd in its profecution. Oft have 
you contemplated the charge which you are now to 
receive, and under the apprehenfion of its weight and 
folcmnity, have breathed forth the figh, who is Jtif/i-
cient for thife things ! H1d your father's life been flill 
fpared, what a tide of paternal affeElion w·ould have 
fwollen his bofom in addre!Iing you on this folemn 
occafion ! How would he have poured forth his foul 
in tcndernefs for you; in foothing your fpirit; in 
encouraging, directing and anirr1ating you ! A fove-

* The Rev. Ebenezer Thayer, late of Hampton, in New-Hampiliire, 
who died Sept. 6, 1792, JEt. 59· 
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reign God .has ordered it othetwife, and one fl:ands 
in his place who can only fay, "Look to thy Father 
in heaven w hofe grace is Jujjicient for thee." A lively 
fpirit of devotion, my brother, is not more fuitable 
to the character of a chriflian minifter, than necdfa-
ry to fit him for the right difcharge of every part of 
his duty. It raifes the mind to an elevation proper 
either for ftudying the great myfteries of godlinefs, 
or performing its :Cacred offices. It invigorates all 
the faculties, and renders that a plc3fure which 
would otherwife be gone through as a burden. It 
even leads to the hope of communication and affifi-
ance from above. If under a fenfe of our lack of 
wifdom, we hutnbly afk it of God, we are encourag -
ed to expeB:, that he will give liberally. 

Of every advantage from devotion, read1ng', con-
verfation and fiudy you will endeavour to avail 
yourfelf. With your aged and venerable colleague 
you will frequently confult, and by a refpeB:ful ten-
dernefs and fympathy with him under his gro,ving 
infirmities, confole the evening of his life. From his 
experience and know ledge of the fiate of this people 
you may receive much ufeful information. By 
ad:1pting your difcourfes to their fpiritual circum-
fiances and giving to every one their portion in due 
feafon, you will, in the courfe of your tninifhy, de-
daTe all the counjel of God. he prolong yotp- life, 
give eminence to your charaC1:er, fuccefs to your la-
bours, and in the end, accept you with a well done, 
good and faithful Jervant .1 
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It is with pleafure, my brethren of this church 
and fociety, that we witnefs your zeal for the infiitu .. 
tions of the gofpel, and defire of hearing thofe divine 
counfels which concern the common falvation. The 
decays of nature having withdrawn your aged pafror 
from thofe labours, which, through the courfe of 
many years, he performed with honour to himfclf 
and profit to his people; you early fought, and this 
day happily obtain another to be fet over you in· the 
Lord. We rejoice in your peace and unanimity; 
and honour you for the wifdom and judgrnent, which, 
in our efieem, you have fhown in this election. \Ve 
are perfuaded of the good abilities and good difpofi-
tions of our friend, who is now to be indutied into 
office. 

With you it remains, to give an hearty welcome 
to him who thus cometh in the name of the Lord. Know 
him in his office as a minifier of Chrifi:. E.fleem him 

in love for his work's Jalu. Affifr him with your 
prayers, and encourage him by a regular and general 

on his minifrrations. Look with candour 
on his public perfonnances and private conduct. 
Forbear to notice thofe failings which infeparable 
from human Guard his reputation with 
the vigilance of true friendfuip, and protcEt it from 
every rude affault. Clear his vv-ay before him of all 
difficulties and obfracles fo far as you are able. Study 
to extend his influence, and prmnote his ufefulnefs 
to the utmofi. let him fee, that you profit by 
his labours ; that you improve in kno·w ledge and 
yirtue, and in a converjation becoming the gofpel of Chrifl. 
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Thus he will prove an helper of your joys, and you will 
become his in the day of the Lord J efus. 

My refpeEi:ed hearers of this great affembly, we 
find ourfelves lately brought into exifience, and rap-
idly hurrying through life. We are anxious to know 
what is to be done with us hereafter, and what are 
the intentions of our Creator concerning us. But who 
hath known the mind of the Lord ? or who can penetrate 
the fecrcts of his will ? The things o/ God knoweth no 
man; but the fpirit of God fearcheth all the depths 
of his counfels, and is confcious of all his defigns; 
and by his fpirit they are revealed unto us in the 
gofpel of his fon. This divine revelation removes the 
veil, and lays open to human viev{ his eternal coun-
fels with refpecr to the prefent and future defiinations 
of men. On thefe fubjeB:s your minifiers from time 
to time addrefs you. They declare to you the coun-

Jels of God-the go[pel of his grace. Your recovery 
from fin and ruin, and final falvation are the object 
of this high difpenfation. For the obtaining of this 
end, it makes the moil ample provifion, and furniihes 
every neceffary mean. Suffer it to have its due effect 
upon your hearts and lives, and it will guide you to 
life eternal. Let me entreat you, therefore, not to re .. 

the grace if God in vain. For lzow }hall we efcape, 
if we negleEl Jo greatjalvation? To day if>e will hear his 
voice, haT den not )'OUr hearts. The wages o/ fin is death ; 
hut the gift o/ God is eternal life, through Jrjits Chrifl our 
Lord; to whom be glory for ever, 

A M E 
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The RIGHT HAND of FELLOWSHIP, 
BY THE 

REv:- vVILLIAM El\1ERSON 
• OF 1l A R v A R D. 

THE benevolence of God is the principle 
of his works. It reared the pillars of the univerfe; 
it gave to all material and intellectual fy fl:ems their 
being; and unlefs this divine influx had been the 
motive of creation, neither men nor angels would 
have ever exifted. 

To itnagine the Deity, therefore, to be deficient 
in love towards any of his creatures is criminally to 
mifl:ake his true character. It is, without doubt. lefs 
wrong to deny the exifl:ence of a God, than to ,fup-
pofe the God, whom we adore, is not infinite! y good. 

Ht>nce chrifl:ianity feems principally concerned 
to difplay the benignity of the divine nature. Chrift 
has, indeed, taught us truths, which we could not 
have known, except by preternatural revelation. It 
is, however, a difiingui{hing excellence in his religion, 
that it ripens the hope, which nature, from the firfi, 
produced, that the original of all things is full of placa-
bility and good will. I fay, it is the glory of the 
gofpel to confirm to us the truth, whicn., fince time 
berran, was imprinted, as with a fun beam, on the face 0 • 
of the world, that God is love. 

It is remarkable, as this divin€ difpenfation had 
its origin in love, and is the mofl: illufl:rious infl:ance 
of love, that the hifiory of 1nan can furnifu, fo it rnuft 
be perfected by the fame heavenly quality. 

Accordingly, profeffors and teachers are happy 
to embrace every fit opportunity {enfibly to 1nanifeft 
to each other and to mankind, that they are in truth 
governed by the fpirit of their religion. 
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Wherefore, reverend and dear Sir, perceiving the 

grace that is given to you, and ardent to love you, not 
in word only and in tongue, we thus exprefs to you 
the joy we derive from the late folemn tranfaB:ion. 

In obferving, on the prefent occafion, this fignif-
icant and apoftolic cullom, the elders and meffen-
gers from many branches of the chrifiian church, 
now convened, acknowledge you a difciple of Jefus 
Chrifi:, and duly commiffioned to preach his religion. 
We hereby welcome you to a place in our fellowihip 
and affettions. We rejoice, that God has qualified 
you for the office of a chrifiian minifter, and that he 
has inclined your heart to devote yourfelf to fo ufe-
ful and pleafurable an employment. It aHo glad-
dens us, that the bounds of your habitation are fix-
ed in this part of Chrifiendom. that the lines have 
fall en to you fo pleafantl y, and that you have {o 
goodly an heritage. As long, as you continue 
to feed this heritage with knowledge, and to fufi:ain 
the funB:ion, you have aifumed, with true dignity, 
it will form one of our mofi exalted pleafures to be 
auxiliary and kindly affeB:ioned towards you, as 
well in the private fcenes, as in the public labours 
of your life. 

At the fame moment, ir, we are filled with the 
joyful perfuafion, that you will ever readily meet 
us in the exercife of the friendly difpofitions. Yes, 
my friend, this hand, which I have long been ufed 
to receive as the faithful reprefentative of a found 
heart, is to me, and, I prefume, to my reverend fath-
ers and brethren, a fure evidence of ) our purpofe to 
live with us in the charity of our holy faith, and in 
the cordial reciprocation of benevolent offices. 

Now fare thou well , brother! whom I love in the 
truth! May the God of thy fathers bleis thee, and 
make thee happy through the courfe of a long and 
fuccefsful minifhy. Let the dictates of an enlighten-
ed underfranding, the love of humanity, the fhade of 
a pious parent, the honour of Chzifl, and the 



of God's approbation uniformly incite thee to fidelity 
in thy facred character, and to deeds of honeft glory 
in the various relations, thou mayefi hold, in the 
brotherhood of man. And, at the lafi, mayefi thou 
be crowned with confummate and eternal felicity! 

We gratulate you, brethren of this religions fo-
ciety, on the joyous folemnities of this day. Surely 
this is the day, which the Lord hath made. \Veil may 
your hearts rejoice and be glad in it. For it is the 
day, to which ye have long anxioufly looked, and 
which confers upon you the minifter of your early 
choice, whom ye juftly confider as an indeed, 
in whom there is no guile. Behold, now, the man! 
BleiTed be he, that cometh to jOU in the name of the 
Lord ! Be entreated to own hi1n as a gift of 011r af-

. cended Redeemer, and to know hitn in his Hation. 
beloved in the Lord, we befeech you, by min-

ifiering to his neceilities, by fair conflruB:ion of his 
conduct, courteous behaviour to his perfon, and, 
chiefly, by giving heed to the wo!ds of his mouth, 
confirn1 your love towards this ot'ir brother. 

Atnid the important concerntnents of the 
your aged and worthy paHor has a dear interefi in 
our memory and feelings. Ve have blcffed him this 
day out of the houfe of L. Lord. Vv e truH, ye will 
folace the evening of his days by the continuance of 
thofe amiable kindneifes, which have fo endear-
ed you to his heart, and w hofe commendation gives 
fuch an unaion to the precepts of our Lord and yours. 

Finally, brethren, feeing that ye walk in the truth, 
and in love one with another, we do recognize you, 
as the church of God and of Chrift. So, then, ye 
are the temple of the living God. As God hath faid, 
I will dwell in them, and will walk in them ; and I 
will be their God, and they fhall be my people. 

1\rife now, therefore, 0 Lord God, into thy 
ing place, thou and the ark of thy Hrength ! Let thy 
pricfls be clothed with falvation, caufe thy faints to 
rejoice in goodnefs, and let all the people iay -Amen. 
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SERMON. 

. PSALM cii. 14. 

'J'Hr SBRY.AN'J'S 'l'.AKE PLB.ASURlt. IN HBR STONES, FA. .,. 

YOUR <J'HZ DUS'l' <J'HERZOF. 

IT was a token of goodness and piety in Jewish 
worshippers, to cherish veneration for the anCient 
temple, and to weep over its ruins. With that 
consecrated building were connected the most in .. 
teresting circumstances in their national and relig-
ious history. When reflecting upon it, there would 
be excited a respectful remembrance of the pious 
David, who projected, and of the renowned Solo-
mon, who faithfully executed that great work.-
There would be presented to the mind the peculiar 
exhibitions of '' the glory of, the Lord, which had 
often filled that house of the Lord." There would 
be called up to view the priests, who had there pre-
sented the offerings of the people of God. 1·here 
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would be a mournful recollection of the successive 
generations of men, who had prostrated themselves 
before that sacred altar, and "who were not suffer-
ed to continue by reason of death." There would 
likewise be revived the providential and spiritual 
deliverances and blessings, which had, from the 
erection of that temple, been dispensed for the re-
lief and happiness of the family of Israel. Well 
might one, who, with these things in view, was pon-
dering over the ruins of that splendid edifice, feel-
ingly exclaim, "Thy servants take pleasure in her 
stones, and favour the dust thereof." · 

A train of reflections and remembrances, very 
similar to this, will occupy the mind of every Chris-
tian comn1unity, when called in providence to wit-
ness the destruction or desertion of the temple in 
which they have worshipped. It would be proof 
of extreme inconsiderateness and ingratitude, and, 
constituted as men are, it would·lead to the grossest 
impiety, to feel an indifference for a building which 
had been thus solemnly appropriated. It shpuld 
be remembered as the place where God " recorded 
his name," and where, we hope, he has often 
'' commanded the blessing." It should be revered ·} 
as the house in which the pious of many genera-
tions have mingled their prayers and vows, and 
been fitted for celestial glory. It should be con-
templated as the place which has given rise to the 
moral sentiments and feelings, which, when dis-
playing their influence on the publick stage, have 
originated much of the Christian glory and happi .. 
ness of a people. I am perstladed that arguments 
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need not be multiplied, to awaken your sensibility, 
or to induce you to think correctly of the house 
from which, as a worshipping assembly, we are 
this day forever to retire. 

Had not my venerable predecessor recorded with 
minuteness and impartiality the early history of this 
Church and Town,* I should have considered the 
present a very suitable season for presenting it to 
your view. The recent in1pression of his Century 
Sermon, which you have in your families, would 
render such a recital from me only a recapitu1ation 
of facts which are familiar to you. There are, 
however, some thoughts, which the circumstances 
of our present meeting naturally suggest, which 
may conduce to our mutual edification and im-
provement. 

Nearly seventy-five years have elapsed since this 
house was erected for religious worship. A very 
small number survive who retain a knowledge of 
the event. It will be a just tribute to departed 
worth, and will, I hope, excite a laudable etnula-
tion in the generation now upon the stage, if I as-
sist you in reviewing the moral and religious histo-
ry of this Town, since this temple was consecrated · 
to religious worship. I have no intention to bestow 
an unqualified commendation. We cannot boast 

*On May 28th, 17'58, the day which completed a century from 
the settlement of Lancaster, the Rev. Mr. HARRINGTON deliver-
ed a Sermon, commemorative of that event, which was published. 
It was reprinted, with Notes, in 1806; It contains a very minute 
detail of facts relating to the settlement of the Town, to the forma-
tion and growth of the Church, and to the sufferings and 
experienced by the first settlers ft:om the natives. 



we are inhabitants of a town which has, during 
this long period, been disgraced with no examples 
of religious indifference, and which has shown no 
syn1ptoms of moral and spiritual decay. " If we 
should presume in this way to justify our fathers, 
our own n1outh would condemn us : should we' 
say they were perfect, this would prove us per-
verse." My only purpose is to state facts which 
may be received as a delineation of their general 
character. 

It has been the privilege of this Town to contain 
a race of inhabitants, who have united the virtues, 
which are essential to internal prosperity and peace. 
There appears to have prevailed amongst them the 
liberality of feeling and sentiment, which induced a 
cheerful sacrifice of personal prejudice, interest and 
convenience for the common good. A very hon- · 
ourable testimonial of this fact is collected from our 
pub lick records. No less than eight legal meet-
ings were held, before the then inhabitants of Lan-
caster* completed their preparations for the erec-
tion of this house. Nearly seven years elapsed , 
from the time the subject was first considered, be-
fore the final decision of the question. \Vhere is 
the corporation that can frmn its history adduc€ the 
circumstance, that a of this nature had so 
often been agitated and decided in publick town-

* Lancaster and Sterling were then one corporation. A vote 
was passed at the same time to build in that Town the house for 
worship which preceded their present' meeting-house. The sepa-
ration took place by mutual agreement in 1781. The present in-
hab itants are happy to recognize the former union of the Towns, • 
and to cultivate the ancient friendship. 
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meeting, without going very far towards effecting 
the destruction of its order, harmony and prosperi-
ty ? We this day glory in recollection of an-
cestors, who closed this scene of trial and danger, 
without leaving a stain upon their history, or suf-
fering a diversity of judgment to produce alienation 
of affection or lasting division. May the genera-
tions who shall here live, show, in all their deliber-
ations, decisions and subsequent conduct, the mag-
nanimity and condescension which wiU prove them 
worthy of a descent from such progenitors. 

The period we contemplate cannot be reviewed 
without finding cause devoutly to acknowledge the 
privileged state of this Town, with reference to the 
men of honour and affiuence who have been its in-
habitants. Individuals of these classes may justly 
be accounted a blessing to the people amongst 
whom they live, when their influence and wealth 
are applied to the accomplishment of liberal designs. 
Inspect on this day our catalogue. Scarcely a 
name can be found whose energies were not em-
ployed on the side of the pu blick good and of re-
ligion. Were it not that in the detail I might in 
one or more instances fail of doing justice to de-
parted excellence, I could recount many worthies, 
who were the friends of the ministers of Christ; 
who were the unfailing observers of religious insti-
tutions ; and whose exatnple, talents and riches 
were consecrated to the interests of virtue, and to 
advance the prosperity and quiet of this Church 
and Town. " Blessed are these dead, for they rest 
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from their labours, and their works do follow 
them.'' 

In a summary review of this portion of the com..-
tnunity for more than threescore years and ten, i 
should be justly charged with a criminal on1ission, 
was I to pass in silence the propriety, the order, the 
union, and dispatch, which have commonly attended 
the customary transactions and elections within 
these walls.* Illiberal competitions, jealousies and 
rivalships have not disgraced onr history. It has 
been with common consent, and has evinced an en-
lightened and enlarged spirit, that the privileges, 
distinctions and burdens of the Town should be 
bestowed and shared without reluctance and with-
out envy. vV e may this day indulge in self-gratu-
lation, that our predecessors have enrolled on our 
records lists of officers, who were not distinguished 
on account of local or invidious considerations, but 
who were worthy of trust, and who sacredly pursu-
ed the interests committed to their management. 
1\tlay it never be the reproach of this favoured place,. 
that the unprincipled, the immoral, the irreligious 
shall receive publick patronage, or be advanced to 
an elevation where their example shall have an in- . 
creased influence in contaminating the manners and 
morals of the people. 

* It deserves to be recorded as a reform in th.e customs of New .. 
England, and a token of their increased reverence for places of re-
ligious worship, that, when building a meeting-house, so general 
provision is elsewhere made to hold meetings for the transaction of 
ordinary business, and for elections. The temple of God should 
never be exposed to profanation from the interfering interests, and 
the discordant feelings and passions, which on such occasiom· are 
too frequently known to triumph. 



in the present delineation; a leading trait in the 
inoral character of our ancestors would be over-
looked, did we omit the distinction they obtained 
by their hospitality and charity. Here was always 
found an asylum for the stranger. Here; also, lib-
eral provision was made for the subsistence and 
comfort of the '\tVhen redi1ced to poverty 
by incapacity or inevitable misfortune, the 

and charitable were ever ready to distribute 
of their good things to the necessitous: Poverty 
and. misfortune were considered a sufficient trial of 
the Christian virtues, without the cruel addition of 
ridicule or neglect. 

So far as can be coiietted of the morai state of 
this Town, in the days of our fathers, it proves them 
to have been a sober and virtuous race. Practisers · 
of industry, temperance, and frugality, a compara..: 
tively small number were found, who by idleness 
and profligacy brought disgrace upon themselves; 
ruin upon their families, or reproach upon the place 
of their residence, And it is a circumstance 
1y impbrtant, that the enlightened and influential of 
every corporation should evince, by their habits of 
diligence, their aversion to scenes of riot and dissi-
pation, and by their open and exemplary practice of 
the Christian virtues, the deep interest which they 
feel ii1 the reputation and welfare of their own and of 
succeeding generations. For the fair and unblein-
ished moral character, which the first settlers of this 
Town gained and preserved, and for the foundation 
which they thus laid for its lasting welfare and hon .. 

2 
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our, we their descendants and successors do this , 
day " arise up and call them blessed." 

From the religious equally as from the 1noral his-
tory, many things may be collected, which, on an '· 
occasion like the present, are worthy of being re-
corded. · The Christians who here t0ok up their 
early residence, or received 'their first views of relig-
ion, appear to have been tnen extraordinarily en-
lightened, and whose hearts were full of the charity 
of the gospel. i\ scene which is usually denominat.. J 
ed a religious frenzy has never interrupted the or-
der or quiet of this Church. It has been ready for 
communion with the regular members of all protest-
ant churches. It has enjoyed the inestimable felici-
ty of never having assembled within its limits an 
Ecclesiastical Council, except for the })Urpose of 
assisting in the ordination of a There 
have been uniformly entertained rational and correct 
ideas of religious liberty. \Vhenever individuals 
imbibed a sectarian spirit, they were allowed, with-
out persecution, and without any infringement of 
their rights of judgment and conscience, to worship 
the God of their fathers in the mode which to them 
seemed right ; and were cordially recomn1ended by· 
their Christian brethren to the grace of God. To 
this spirit of toleration and charity is to be ascribed 
a great portion of the prosperity and peace which 
here prevailed. Cast an eye on the internal state 
of churches and towns, in which the catholicism of 
the gospel has not been in which a spir. 
it of religious controversy and uncharitableness ha' 
been predominant. Sectarians have 1nultiplied; 
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{1isputes and divisions have ensued; the church 
has -been rent ; a period has been put to their 
growth and happiness. 

are the evils and dangers, which flow 
from ·Churches b.eing without the regular dispensa-
tion of the word and ordinances. In view of these 
evils and dangers, we not-ice the extraordinary good-
ness of Divine Providence in the longevity and use. 
fulness of my two immediate prede·cessors, who 
ministered in this house. It is . indeed a tnerrlQra-
ble fact in our history, that in one hundred and 
eight years past there have been only ten months, the 
time which elapsed between the death of Rev. Mr. 
PRENTicE* and the ordination of Rev. Mr. HAR· 
RINGTON,t in which this Church has been without 
a settled minister. It is no less worthy of being 
mentioned with gratitude, that our records are not 
defaced with any instance of .a controversy between 
this Church and either of their pastors. I have 
er contemplated those two holy men as remarkably 
displaying a model of the ministerial character, at 
the time in which they respectively In the 
Rev. Mr. PRENTIcE were united the commanding 
dignity, the severity of manners, the pointedness in 
his publick preaching, which were thought by the 
generation he served to be indispensable character-
istics of a Christian n1inister. " The young men 
saw him and hid thetnselves; and the aged arose 
andstoodup." rfhe R<::v.Mr.HARRINGTON exhib-

*Rev. JOHN P.RINTICE was ordained March!9, 1103. Hediecl 
January 6, 17 47- 3, aged 66. 

+Rev. TIMOTHY HAltRINGTON was ordained Nov. 1G, 17-li. 
He died December U, 1795, aged 80 . 



ited the urbanity, the condescension, the cheerful!: 
ness, the candour for youthful errours and 
which are congenial with the spirit of more moderq 
times, and· a nearer imitatjon of the temper of his 
Great Master! While classical learning shall be 
viewed an honourable attainn1ent;, while charity 

the general practice of the ministerial and 
Christian virtues shall enhance personal worth, or 
be esteemed an ornament to society and to the 

the name of will be in pre-
remembrance. 

In the of this valedictory service, 
you will indulge with making a few remarks 
more imtnediately to myself! Standing f9r 
the last time to addre&s you from this sacred 
there is an impressive of the 
solemn charge which I here received, Neither can 
I forbear to say that this temple is endeared to me 
by the remembrance, that since my ministry 
menced, hundred and tc:;n have received bap-
tism, the initiating seal of the I do also de-
rive consolation from the that two 
dred and thirty-eight paye, during this beeQ 
received to the coipmunion of this Church. I do 

the same time join with you in indulging a mel-
ancholy pleasure, I :review the names of a vast 
multitude, with whom we once delighted to associ., 
ate in this house, b"Qt who, we trust, are advanceq 
pefore us tq the higher \lonours aud the more edi"! 
fying servi<;e of the temple which is above. 

The occasion loudly calls upon me for a 
e:xpression of my gratitude for every instance of fa-

interpretation of my motives and i 



for your candour in judging of n1y n1inisterial ser .. 
vices ; and for the many instances of respect, kind ... 
pess, and liberality which I have experienced. u Out 
of the abundance of my heart" I am constrained to 
speak of the goodness of a kind Providence toward 
me, when I compare my own sitqation that of 
111any of my fathers qnd brethren in the ministry. I 

·them deserted by their former supporters and 
friend.s; who, without 'concern for the feelings and 
happiness of those who have faithfully broken to them 
the ·bread of life, are H heaping to then1selves teach-
ers, having itching ears." I behold these minister& 

between the porch and the altar," be-
wolves in sheep's clothing" have pillag'P 

ed their flocks, I then lift up my heart in gratitude 
to God, that he has appointed me to tninister to a 
Society, who have a laudable pride in preserving 
jts reputation unstained, its order and harmony un,. 
broken. I add a devout prayer, that so long as he 
shall see meet to continue me in the Christian vine-
yard, he will save rne from the mortifying, the heart.,. 
rending trial, of seeing the flock con1mitted tO my 
charge "scattered upon the mountains." 

We have now cmne to what facts have often 
proved to be an interesting and critical stage in the 
history 'of a Christian society. How mmty church., 
es ai\ci towns have dated the terminatio!1 of their 
union and prosperity from the change of their place 
of ln view of this scene, and during the 
preparations for it, I assure you a for the 
result has caused me to tremble. Had you the 
feelings of a minister, who respects and esteems the 
people- of his charge, you cotlld better imagine7 them 
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I describe, the happiness I derive from a hope of 
your continued union and peace. 

Now, therefore, treasure in your memory the 
moral and religious history of our ancestors, which 
I have this afternoon sketcheu. Does it not enkin-
dle in your bosoms a flame of gratitude to Heaven, 
that you have descended from, and entered into, 
the labours of such men? Does it not fire you with 

holy ambition to become like them ? Would you 
not make any sacrifices, endure any efforts or priva-
tions, that it may be recorded concerning you when 
you are dead, as of your predecessors, that you 
have served your God and your generation accord-
ing to his will? Nothing remains for you to secure 
this honour, but to "stand in the ways ahd see; 
and to ask for the old paths, where is the good way 
in which our fathers walked?" Walk ye in it, and 
you and your families shall find honour and rest. 
Let no circumstance efface from your mind the per-
suasion, that you have a large share of 
ty for the moral and religious state, for the welfare 
and happiness of this Society, while the building 
you have now finished shall stand. 

When we think of the frowns of Providence the 
past season, and the ill success of our agricultural 
labours, it may appear to each of us an arduous ad-
venture to take an interest in, and' to engage to de-
fray a proportional part of the expense of the tern. 
ple we have erected ; which will be the appropriate 
duty of the morrow.* I an1 convinced, and I hope 

• The Town at a late meeting had voted, that there should be a 
pub lick vendue for the sale of the pews in the new Meeting-House. 
en Monday, December SOt h. 

·' 

I 
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to confirm you in the belief, that there is no 
cient cause for hesitation or distressing anxiety. 
Let me call to your remembrance the n1otives, 
which 1nay well encourage you to apply a part of 
your substance to this object. I do not believe 
that house has been built from mercenary views. 
Had this been the case, you might be told that you 
calculated correctly when you judged that it would 
give an increased value to your other possessions. 
You may also be told of the additional pleasure you 
shall receive, when you go up to that house of the 
Lord. You may there hope to meet your neigh-
bours and friends, who have with apparent sincerity 
lamented that they could not find an accommoda-
tion for themselves and their families in this ancient 
_house. They will there find "roo1n eno\1gh and to 
spare ; " and we shall bid them a hearty welcome to 
our religious services and pleasures. You may 
consider yourselves as contributing to a building, 
which is viewed by the discerning and pious as an 
honourable proof of the publick spirit, of the moral 
and Christian character of this people, and of their 
" zeal for the Lord of Hosts." You n1ay believe, 
that in the expenditure of tomorrow you are pur-
chasing for yourselves and for your posterity for 
many generations a precious bond of union. You 
may, moreover, and what is most highly to be val. 
-ued, perfonn this act with the belief, that if you are 
influenced by a regard to the glory of God, his 
blessing will attend you, and carry you to the full 
accomplishment of the work you have in _hand. 

, We do now bid these walls adieu, '"hich are 
1·emem.brancers of the \\iorth of our fathers, and of 
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the ancient moral glory of this town. tv e bid 
them adieu, as precious memorials· of many relig..: 
ious privileges, blessings; and consolations we have 
ourselves shared. We bid them adieu ; and we· 
appeal to Him, in whoni is "all our st1fficiency /' 
to aiel us irt executing this solemn purpose; that 
we will, by · out example,. our publick spirit, our 
condescension, consecrate every power he has 
en us to pteserve the teputation1 to advance the 
prosperity 1 and to protnote the peace of this Church 
and To\>vn. 

If it can be any addition to the happiness of In-
habitants of the upper world, to contemplate the 
scenes through which mortals are passing, we tnay 
believe that the ministers and other perfected spir-
its, who here once preached and worshipped, are 
fiow beholding with extacy us, their children and 
successors. They look with delight, while they see 
us as a band of brothers casting a wishful eye toward, 
and hoping soon to be peaceful worshippers in the 
bouse which we have built as ('a habitation for the 
mighty God of Jacob." We tnay go forward to the 
duties of the week, and bend our course to that 
temple ; hoping that we may each apply to himself 
the animating and consoling promise of the God 
whom \ve ·worship-" My presence shall go with 
t.!:lee, and I will give thee rest.', 
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SERMON. 

I' 

EPHESIANS ii. 19, 20, 21, 22. 

NOW . THEREFORE, YE ARE NO MORE STRANGERS AND 
FOREIGNERS . BUT FELLOW-CITIZENS WITH THE 

SAINTS , AND OF THE HOUSEHOLD OF GOD; AND ARE 

BUILT UPON THE FOUNDATION OF THE APOSTLES 

.AND PROPHETS , JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF BEING THE 
CHIEF CORNER - STONE; IN WHOM ALL THE BUILD· 
ING FITLY FRAMED TOGETHER, GROWETH UNTO AN 

HOLY TEMPLE IN THE LORD. IN WHOM YE ALSO 

ARE BU ILDF.D TOGETHER FOR AN HABITATION OF 
GOD THROUGH THE SPIRIT. 

IF we except the allusion to their former state 
as heathen, which appears in the phrase, '' ye are 
no more strangers and foreigners/' the sentiment of 
the apostle will admit an equally pertinent applica• 
tion to all Christians, as to the tnembers of the 
Church at Ephesus. By the metaphors of a" city" 
and a ''house'' or temple, our attention is directed 
to the Church of Christ. With reference to a city, 
the newly initiated disciples are affirmed to have a 
clear title to all the rights, immunities and privi-
leges of citizenship. '' Y e are fellow -citizens with 
the saints.'' 
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In a variety of instances a " house" and " tem-
ple" have the same application. Of each I will re-
cite one example. "To whom coming as unto a 
living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen 
of God and precious, ye also as lively stones are 
built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ." " Know ye not that ye are 
the temple of God, and that the spirit of God 
dwelleth in you ? If any man defile the temple of 
God, him shall God destroy ; for the temple of God 
is holy, which temple ye are." It is not a solitary 
instance in which the Saviour, who is the unchange-
able foundation and support of the Church, is de-
scribed as "a corner-stone." "Behold, I lay in 
Zion a chief corner-stone, elect, precious; and he 
that believeth on him shall not be confounded.'' 
" Unto you, therefore, who believe, he is precious ; 
but unto them who are disobedient, the stone 
which the builders disallowed, the san1e is made 
the head of the corner " \'V e are carried forward 
to contemplate the edifice which stands upon this 
broad and immoveable basis, rising in all its come- \ 
liness, majesty, order, hannony and beauty. "In 
whom all the building fitly framed together, grow .. 
eth unto an holy temple in the Lord." The repre-
sentation closes ·with the idea that this splendid and 
finished building, through the sustaining influence 
of divine grace, becomes a fit residence for the 
Eternal God. "In whom ye also are builded to-
gether for an habitation of God, through the Spirit." 

We are assembled, my Christian friends, to ded-
icate this house to the worship of God, and to wit-

/ 
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ness a building designed as an accommodation for 
the Church of Christ. The scene has collected 
members from many branches of the Redee1ner's 
family. I have therefore thought it an appropriate 
employment of the present hour, if I invite you to 
accompany me in a consideration of the equality of 
Christian Churches; of their common foundation; 
and of the p2eans by which they n1a y be made to 
appear as a well-proportioned and perfect spiritual 
structure. 

I. We are to meditate upon the equality .of 
Christian Churches. · 

It was a standing ordinance under the Jewish 
dispensation, that the respective tribes should three 
times every year rnake a publick appearance in the 
temple. They there beheld peculiar exhibitions of 
the divine glory. This assembly formed the an-
cient Church. 

Under the Christian dispensation are no exclu-
sively local provisions. Jesus saith to the vvoman 
of Samaria, "Believe me, the hour cmneth, when 
ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at J erusa-
lem, worship the Father. The hour cometh and 
now is, when the true worshippers shall worship 
the Father in spirit and in truth; for Father 
seeketh such to worship him." In entire corre-
spondence with this liberal and delightful view of 
religious worship are the instructions relating to 
the Christian Church. It is described as a vast 
coinmunity, composed of believers in Jesus Christ, 
of all nations, kindreds and tongues. 
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In the execution of their comn1ission, the first 
planters of Christianity, wherever success attended 
their labours, organized a church. They did this, 
that individual disciples might with greater ease 
and convenience maintain the offices of religion. 
1'hey had also in view the advantage derived from 
mutual aid, counsel, encourage1nent and consola-
tion. By this arrangement the union of the disci-
ples was cemented, the common edification ad-
vanced, and the Church universal " grew and mul-
tiplied." 

It was the ordinary usage to ordain over each 
church an Elder or Bishop as its instructer or gov·-
ernour. Deacons were likewise appointed to dis-
tribute the charities of the brethren, and to perform 
other appropriate and necessary services. These 
limited communities, when thus organized, as 
bodies politick had discretionary power to form and 
adopt rules of government ; to decide questions of 
an indifferent nature ; and to manage all concerns 
·which did not infringe the rights of other Chris-
tians and churches, prevent the progress of " pure 
and undefiled religion," or interfere with the com- \ 
1nands and authority of Him " who is Head over all 
things to the Church." 

Every precautionary instruction and measure 
'vere published, to prevent particular branches of 
the family from usurping or itnagining they pos-
sessed pre-eminent authority. Said its Great Head, 
in view of the ambition which is a predominant 
frailty of the human heart, and that his followers 
might clearly perceive the grounds of that equality 
v.rhich is a ruling principle in his kingdom-'' One 
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is your Master., even Christ ; and all ye are breth ... 
ren." The evidence that his most distinguished 
minister understood this principle, appears in his 
affectionate and catholic salutation to the Corinthi-
an Church. "Unto the Church of God which is 
at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ J e ... 
sus, called to be saints, with all that in every place 
call upon the name of Jesu._s Christ our Lord, both 
their's and our's." 

Various and weighty reasons may be pleaded in 
favour of reminding all who have lived since the 
apostolic age, of the spirit and extent of Christian 
equality. Houses are built for the accon1modation 
of disciples of a particular class. Christians are 
denominated Presbyterians, Episcopalians., Anabap-
tists, Congregationalists ; or are known by some 
other discriminating title. Through the influence 
of natural temper, ·parentage, education, or means 
of investigating truth, they are liable to a diversity 
of ideas, to various scriptural interpretations. They 
are tempted to attach to their own sect or denomi .. 
nation an exclusive sanctity, and to imagine that 
they alone are entrusted with " the keys of the 
kingdom." rfhey are in danger also of connecting 
with particular forms an unauthorized sole1nnity ; 
of believing that the mode of administering the seal 
of the gospel is essential to its validity; that a par-
ticular attitude in prayer is necessary to its accepta-
bleness ; that uniformity of sentiment may consist-
ently be established as a term of communion ; and 

I 

that "the words which man's wisdom teacheth,'.l 
may with safety be the basis of Christian inter-
course. These circumstances a.nd views are not 
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irrecondleable with sincerity, and may be -the 
ral result of frailties and prepossessions, which are 
inseparable from human weakness and 
They notwithstanding point it out as a duty, that 
\ve make an urgent appeal to the Christian commu-
nity to be influenced by a correct sense of their 
equal standing in the family of Christ. They lead 
us to infer the instruction to be in1portant, that 
while "there are many mernbers, there is one 
body ; " that although there are many branches of 
the family, scattered amongst the nations of the 
earth, and each is known by a distinct appellation, 
they have one Head. They give weight to the 
sentiment, and render its enforcement at all times 
important, that the Church is the depositary of the 
scriptures, and that each individual nlay independ .. 
ently consult and interpret them as the inalienable 
charter of his religious privileges and rights.. They 
prove that it is profitable in its design and tenden-
cy for the minister of Jesus "to affirm constantly,'1 

_ that all who love him in sincerity, and walk in his 
commandments and ordinances, are worthy mem .. 
hers of his family; that he is an universal Redeem .. 
er, being "the Author of eternal salvation to all 
the1n that obey him." They moreover plead the 
necessity of" stirring up the pure minds of believ-
ers by way of remembrance;" that when He, who 
is now Head of the Church, " sh'all come in his 
own glory, and in the glory of his Father and of 
the holy angels," to execute his authority as 
" Judge of the quick and dead, H the following will 
be circumstances in this splendid, all-important and 
final scene. The distinctions of churches, of sect 

\ 
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and cienornl.nation w111 be unknown. Their several 
leaders, who on the earth were worshipped and 
honoured, " will cast their crowns" at the feet of 
the J ucfge. One rule shall measure the decisions 
of " the Great Day." Sincerity will be the test of 
character. "Every man shall be rewarded accord-
ing to his works." 

II. Fr01n a consideration of the equality of the 
Churches, we proceed to a survey of their commmt 

foundation. " Y e are built upon the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself be .. 
ing the chief corner-stone." 

Evangelical history brings to our view two 
of prophets. They who lived under the 

ancient dispensation had premonition of, and were 
enabled to foretel events relating to the Messiah, 
and to the general interests of the Church. The 
superior Christian prophets, from personal knowl-
edge, aided by supernatural light, were capable of 
interpreting the ancient prophecies, and of applying 
them to their own times and to passing scenes. 
Being mentioned after the apostles, it has led some 
to the conclusion that the latter only were inte1ided. 
The apostles and both classes of prophets had for 
their great object to display the evidence and to 
publish an impartial history of the instructions and 
mediation of Christ. It cannot therefore be a li-
centious construction, if the fruits of their several 
labours be respected · as important parts of the 
Christian foundation. \Vith singular pertinency is 
Jesus Christ called'' the chief corner-stone," .bein.g 

4 
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essential both to unite and complete the foundation, 
and to support the superstructure. 

pre-eminence is assigned to "the Author 
and Finisher of our faith" for two very important 
reasons. 

1. That portion of the Christian revelation which 
contains his particular instructions and history, is, so 
far as relates to doctrines and moral rules,. to be re-
lied on as a key to the whole. Is evidence necessary 
that the inspired \Vriters had this conviction, and that 
their preaching was only an amplification and en-
forcement of that of their Master? It may be found 
in what the great apostle declares was the ruling pur-
pose of his ministry.. " I determined not to know 
any thing amongst you, save Jesus Christ and him 
crucified." If at any time in the epistles expres-
sions occur "which are hard to be understood," or 
doctrines ap_parently irreconcileable with the general 
spirit of the instructions of Christ, we are not hasti-
ly to decide their On a more critical 
examination, we shall find them relate to existing 
controversies in the churches which were address-
ed, and to contain no principle which their author 
did not find expressed or implied in what was 
taught by our Divine Master. It may be received 
in the most unqualified sense,. that all essential 
faith, all general rules relating to the government 
of the church, or to the direction of life ; the sub-
lime and consistent doctrines of the mediation of 
Christ, and of divine influences; the certainty of a 
resurrection and future life; and the conditions of 
final salvation and happiness, are all to be found in 



I 

27 

the Sennon on the Mount, or in the occasional les .. 
·sons of Him who " spake .as never man spake." 

2. A still more itnportant reason may be given 
for the place which the Redeetner occupies in the 
foundation of the ·spiritual building. Common 
perplexity has embarrassed the reflections and in-
quiries of the wise and good in all former ages and 
in Gentile nations, who had faith in the being and 
government of God. Considering in 
with these the impotence and corruption of man; 
the dangers which beset a virtuous and religious 
course; the temptations to vice and impiety ; and 
the high moral elevation which was conceived to 
be a reasona.ble term of happiness ; they were en-
veloped by a cloud, but could find no adequate 
means for dispersing it. Curiosity sometimes per .. 
plexes itself to devise reasons for the provisions of 
the gospel, to learn the full extent -of the benefits 
which it proffers, and the precise measure of moral 
goodness necessary to their attainment. To what 
purpose, in reference to the religious progress of 
individuals, or to the edification of the spiritual 
body of Christ, can be the searching after reasons 
and views which God in wisdom hath not seen fit 
to reveal ? Having knowledge of " the new and 
living .way" through a Redeetner to pardon and sal-
vation, let this check all needless perplexities. Let 
it satisfy the inquiring believer, 'that the mercy of 
God in the mediation of Christ, by which he un .. 
derstands every article of his instruction, his life, 
sufferings, death, resurrection, ascension and 
cession, forn1s the ground of his hope. This it is, 
which makes the Son of God "the corner-stone" 
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in the :spiritual foundation. It may well be the 
theme of continual praise, that " God is in Christ 
reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing 
their trespasses unto them ; and hath comn1itted 
unto us the word of reconciliation." 

III. It remains that we review the means, by 
which the Churches may be made to appear as a well .. 
proportioned and perfect spiritual structure. This 
opens a wide field for Thne will only 
allow me to enter it, 

Preparatory to the recapitulation, I would call 
your attention to one natural conclusion of reason 
and revelation of the gospel, It is, that all our tern .. 
poral and spiritual labours depend for prosperity 
and success on th<y concurring agency and blessing 
of Heaven. '' Except the Lord build the house: 
they labour in vain that build it." " Except the 
Lord keep the city, the 'vatchman waketh but in 
vain." 'Ve are, at the same tin1e, indebted to the 
heavenly Messenger for cmnmunications, which 
evince this doctrine to have the support of the high-
est reason. We have hi1n for our authority, that in 
its operation it has no necessary influence over the 
natural or moral powers of any order of intelligen-
cies. With equal does he teach us, that 
this rich blessing may be secured by every humble 
and importunate applicant. He has instructed us, 
and given us as a pledge the essential of 
our Father in heaven, that the common and evan-
gelical blessings which are needed, shall be freely 
bestowed upon those who perseveringly use the 
appointed means for obtaining '' If ye 
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being evil, know how to give ·good gifts unto your 
children, how much more shall your Father, who 
is in heaven, give the Holy Spirit to them who 
ask it." 

It is not less necessary, that to the proper selec-
tion of these means, the cautionary lesson, so forci-
bly expressed by the apostle, receive an universal 
and obedient attention. " According to the grace 
of God, which is given unto me as a wise Inaster-
builder, I laid the foundation, and another 
buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how 
he buildeth thereupon. For other foundation can 
no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, 
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble, every 
man's work shall be made manifest." The prima-
ry purpose of this monition probably was, to in .. 
fluence religious teachers in the first Christian age, 
in their selection of persons to serve as materials 
of the spiritual edifice they were rearing. With-
out a forced construction it may be read as a moni. 
tory address to all Christians, in reference to the es-
tablishn1ent of their theory of religion. "Gold, 
silver, precious stones," do in this case impres-
sively represent the divine principles which Je-
sus inculcated, producing their genuine fruits.-
" Wood, hay, stubble," with no less emphasis de-
scribe the imaginations and delusions, which spring 
from superficial inquiry, ungoverned fancy, and ar-
dent feelings or passions. May I not with perti-
nency admonish all disciples of the danger of build-
ing on a mistaken foundation ! May I not apprize 
them of the hazard, lest they contemplate what are 



only ornamental parts of the edifice as the founda-
tion ! Is it an uncandid reflection on their under--
standing and judgment, to exhort them to take heed 
lest they admit, as inestitnable and sacred in a 
Christian view, what are no parts either of the basis 
or the superstructure! If we submit our under-
standing and conscience to human authority, to 
traditionary lessons, to misguided zeal, to sudden 
and transient impressions, or, indeed, to any thing 
short of the express laws and instructions of Christ, 
we are in danger of building upon the sand. We 
may bend our energies to demolish, rather than 
to rear, the spiritual fabrick. 

In the judgment of Protestants, one of the most 
effectual means of advancing the glory of the Chris-
tian Church is a strict adherence to the great prin-
ciples of the Reformation. We can be at no loss 
to determine what these principles are, if we listen 
to a concise description of the character of that em-
inent reformer, LuTHER, as we find it recorded by 
an ecclesiastical historian* in high estimation. "As 
a philosopher, he embraced the doctrine of the 
Nominalists, which was the system adopted by his 
order; while in divinity he chiefly followed the 
sentiments of AucusTINE; but in both, he pre-
ferred the decisions of scripture, and the dictates of 
right reason, before the authority and opinions of' 
fallible men." Reason being " the cand e of the 
Lord," and scripture his infallible and perfect work, 
these can never with consistency be held in sub-
ordination to any inferior means of light and know! .. 
edge. 
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Christian COffil11Union, declared terms or 
the gospel, is indispensable to cause the building 
\Ve contemplate to be "fitly framed together."-
"_!\.. house divided against itself cannot stand." It 
is true we have the promise of the Redeemer for 
the ground of our fmth in the final security and 
prosperity of his Church. Our humble part in the 
bringing forward this glorious scene is, to be united 
in the love and service of God, and in the love of 
each other. In view of the diversities of temper, 
education and associations, there is no ground upon 
·which Christians may reasonably hope to meet and 

communion, but upon the terms which Christ 
has appointed. Some fathers in the Church have 
engaged in bitter dissensions with others. Human 
formularies of faith are expressed in the favourite 
terms of their promulgators, and too often tend to 
enchain the understanding and bind the cons<::ience 
of the humble and inquiring disciple. Let it not 
be thought to result fron1 indifference to the truth, 
or frorn want of conviction of the rieed and all-suffi-
ciency of the Saviour, if a hope is expressed that 
the time will come, when he who adopts the Chris-
tian revelation as his universal rule, acknowledges: 
Jesus Christ as his Lord and Master, and displays 
the spirit of his gospel, shall be believed by all to 
possess every qualification for the offices of Chris-
tian fellowship. Each individual of the family of' 
Jesus, who is under the influence of this hope, will 
be ready to address men of this description in the 
following affectionate language of an eminent ser-
vant* of Christ. " Blessed of me be ye all, who 

• ZOLLiltOiFBI.. 
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love God and man, truth and virtue ; who love the 
grand restorer and promoter of them, Jesus Christ. 
Be ye blessed of me as brethren, as mernbers of the 
same family. Your names and distinctive marks af-
fect me not. Here is the hand of love and friendship. 
My heart accords with your's ; our sentiments and 
affections are the same; our object is the same; and 
if at times we part in the road to it, we shall here-
after come together again, and felicitate ourselves on 
the attainment of it. In the mean time let us, as 
often as we meet, hold out the hand to each other; 
encourage each other to proceed, and never forget, 
that we all, on our road to that object, experience 
many vicissitudes of light and darkness, and that 
even none of us arrive at it without stumbling, 
without sometimes striking into crooked paths, or 
even into devious turnings and insidious mazes." 

It is no less essential to the comely proportions 
and perfection of the spiritual edifice, that the n1oral 
system of Christianity have its full influence and 
operation upon all, who profess their faith in its di-
vine Author. 

Equally necessary it is, that the ordinances insti-
tuted by Christ, and that every inferior n1eans of 
religion, should command the cordial, the decided 

of all who desire./ the advancement of his , 
Church. In compassion to the frailties of men, and 
to the control which visible objects and external 
means are fitted to have over their understanding 
and life, were these means divinely appointed. 

It cannot be doubted that a decent and liberal 
attention to the building and decoration of houses 

I 
\ 



/ ' 

\ 

t 
I 

of worsi1ip wlli have a favourable influence on the 
social and 1noral state of a cmnmunity, and happily 
aid the object we have contemplated. If this ob.-
ject be constantly in vie\V; and the divine glory be 
the ultin1ate purpose, every encourage1nent is held 
out in the scriptures to expect a blessing, 

So far as liberality solicitude in finishing a 
house for divine worship are evidence of a desire 
:for the prosper1ty and growth of the Church of 
Christ, the men1bers of this Religious Society may 
hope, that when weighed irt art impartial balance, 
they shall hot be found wanting. They have 
caped the reproach of living in ceiled houses; while 
the house of the Lord Was suffered to lie waste. 
The reflecting willi)erceive, from a view of the du-
rability and value bf the materials; that selfishness 

avatice had no control ovet these atrangetnents. 
They will see and applaud the cdncern which is 
manifest for the continued prosperity and welfare of 
the present, and for the union and happiness of suc-
ceeding generations. 

I am happy in giving publlck that this 
temple has been erected partly with a view to the 
general good of our churches. If it shall stimulate 
them to a stili more effectual method to save the 
churches from being rent by divisions, we shall not 
envy their wisdom or success. We shall accon1.; 
pany their efforts w1th a devout prayer, that the 
sheep and lan1bs of the flock 1nay not be led astray 
by those who "corne not in at the but by 
some other way." 

5 
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Our fellow-townsn1en who had an arduous agen .. 
cy in this laudable undertaking assigned them, will 
find an inestitnable reward in the approbation of 
their own minds, and in the universal acknowledg-
lnent, that, for systematic, rapid and thorough 
execution, this great work has been seldom if ev. 
er surpassed in our country. It is an interesting 
fact, and will remain a memorable proof of their 
fidelity and enterprize, that on the ninth day of J u-
ly last the corner-stone \Vas laid of what we now 
behold a finished ten1ple. 

\:Ve ascribe it, under Providence, to the prudence 
and skill which directed the immediate superintend-
ence of this house, that the artificers and labourers 
have escaped all disaster and injury, and that they 
have lived as an harmonious and happy family. I 
should withhold the tribute which is due, did I not 
bear open testimony to the circumspection, sobrie-
ty, diligence, and faithfulness of those who have 
been here etnployed. I have beheld them as men 
who had a prevailing sense that the house they were 
erecting was for the worship of that God, who fill-
eth all worlds with his presence, and to whom all 
are accountable. 

We gratefully remember the friends of publick 
enterprize and Christian institutions, who have 
·wished us success, or \vhose liberality has aniinated 
our courage, and aided us in carrying to so high 
perfection the work we had in hand. At this usual 
season for the interchange of friendly \vishes, we 
express our desire, and add our united supplication, 
that they rnay inherit the best temporal and spiritual 
blessings. 

f 
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My Christian friends, who hope to be stated 
worshippers in this temple-you will pern1it n1e to 
remind you of the in1portance which is universally 
attached to consistency of character. By the crec 4 

tion of this superb edifice for divine worship, you 
have given to the Christian cmn1nunity a pledge of 
religious zeal, which can never be redeetned but 
by sincerity and constancy in worship, by a practi-
cal respect for all the institutions of the gospel, and 
by attaining to high distinction in social and n1oral 
life. .A tnore glaring instance of desecration can 
with difficulty be conceived, nor a greater contra-
diction imagined, than that religious sacrifices 
should be here presented by the immoral and un-
holy. On this first day of the first n1onth, God is 
permitting you to realize the desire you have cher-
ished, to be " placed in this house of the Lord." 
May you " flourish in the courts of our God." 
The alacrity and spirit of love which you have 
taken an interest in this temple, and provided for 
yourselves and your families an accmnmodation for 
religious worship, afford a cheering presage of the 
uninterrupted harmony and concord, which have 
been the honour and happiness of this Church frmn 
its earliest establishment. your minister so high-
ly estimates the eligibility of his pastoral conncx-
ions, that in this respect he cannot wish for his suc-
cessors to the latest period a greater blessing, than 
that this may be the heritage of men who are dis-
posed to all the candour and friendship which he 
has experienced. your virtues and attain-
ments correspond with this spirit ; and n1ay your 



so 
earthly and spiritual prosperity be "precious in the 
sight of the Lord." 

I may be allowed, without justly incurring the 
charge of ostentatious boasting, to state it as an 
ho11ourable trait in our religious history, that the 
former rr1inisters and the professing Christians have, 
frmn the infancy of this Society, understood, and in 
their practice respected, the equality of Christian 
Churches. In what was probably the first cove-
nant, for I find it to have been renewed more than 
a century since, an article is recorded, which proves 
that those who subscribed it had imbibed the true 
spirit of the Reformation. They adopted for their 
direction the following principle, which is the only 
effectual safeguard of Christian liberty and equality. , 
" We further promise to keep close to the truth of 
Christ; endeavouring, with lively affection towards 
it in our hearts, to defend it against all opposers 
thereof, as God shall call us at any time thereunto. 
Which that we may do, we resolve to use the ho-
ly scriptures as our platform, whereby we may 
cern the mind of Christ, and not the new-found in: \ 
ventions of men."* 

From the time this covenant was renewed to the 
present day, this holy volume has been sacredly re-
spected as .the basis of Christian communion, leav-
ing the interpretation to the judgment and con-
scien'ce of each individual. In pursuance of exist-
ing regulations, I am authorized to extend the hand 
of fellowship to all in every place, and of every 

covenant containing the above article was subscribed by 
the Rev. JoHN PRENTICE and thirty-two male members of the 
Church, on March 1708, previous to his ordination. 
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church, who give scriptural evidence of sincerity 
in "calling on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
both their's and our's." My heart's desire and 
prayer to God is, that to the latest generations this 
temple tnay be by worshippers, who shall 
cherish and strive to disseminate this apostolick 
spirit. 

My Christian friends of this assembly will, in the 
conclusion, " suffer the word of exhortation." We 
are willing to interpret your readiness to come and 
rejoice in our joy, and this expression of your de-
sire for Christian union with us, as an auspicious 
comn1encement of this new year. In return for all 
your friendly desires and devout prayers for our 
prosperity, we do now beseech the God of all grace, 
that the churches to which you respectively belong 
may " be built up in the faith and order of the gos. 
pel." "Holding the head, from which all the body, 
by joints and bands having nourishment minister-
ed, and knit together, may you increase with the 
increase of God.'' 

Means which are in our hands, and which, as 
Christians, we are under a sacred obligation to 
use, may, with a divine blessing, aid the ac-
complishment of this prayer. What can I better 
recommend, than that in your individual character 
you stedfastly maintain purity and rectitude. Bear 
also in mind, that you have the high responsibility 
resting on stewards of the divine bounty. You 
cannot render a more in1portant service to your Re-
deetner and to the interest of his Church, th:m to 
contribute of your substance to the building, or 
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keeping 1n decent repair houses of pu blick worship 
'vhere they are needed, and generously to support 
the ordinances of his gospel. For "this world's 
goods" which you thus appropriate, you may hope 
to reap an abundant n1oral and spiritual harvest ; 
" some thirty fold, smne sixty fold, and son1e an 
hundred fold." Cl.1ltivate a liberal inquiry after 
Christian truth. Unloose the fetters of prejudice 
and delusion, which may at any time threaten to 
obstruct your progress in learning the mind of 
Christ. " Call no man your master upon the 
earth." Cherish a profound respect for sincerity, 
wherever it may be found. When tempted to mul-
tiply the terms of admission to your charity, be 
ready to suspect their genuineness, till you have 
found in the Sermon on the Mount, or in some oth-
er instruction of Jesus, authority for proclaiming, 
''thus saith the Lord.'' In the exercise of this 
spirit, and in the prosecution of this course, may 
each Christian whom I address " be kept from fall-
ing." 

What can I better recommend, than that in your 
associated capacity you strive to maintain the order 
of God's house. "Love as brethren; be pitiful; 
be courteous." With vice and itnpurity you may 
never hold cmnn1union. Take heed, lest, presuming 
beyond this, and exercising what is at best a doubt-
ful authority over the judgment and conscience of 
1nen, you set at nought those whom God hath re-
ceived. By cultivating a fellowship which rests on 
the broad foundation of Christian charity, may you 
be instrumental of breaking down the \Vall of parti .. 
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tion which now separates those, who with equal sin .. 
cerity " contend for" what they believe to be '' the 
faith which was once delivered to the saints." You 
may then expect to be honoured as fellow-workers 
with God and with Christ, in building up "a king .. 
dom, consisting of righteousness, peace, and joy." 
Having fulfilled the terms of our probation, what-
ever may have been the class to which we have be-
longed in the church militant, we may hope, and will 
a merciful God grant us the blessedness, through 
the n1ediation of his well-beloved Son, to come 
hereafter to '' the Zion which is above ; to the city 
of the living God; to the heavenly Jerusalem; to 
an innumerable company of angels ; to the general 
assembly and church of the first-born, which are 
written in heaven; and to God, the Judge of all; 
and to the spirits of just men made perfect ; and to 
Jesus, the Mediator of the new covenant .. " 
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IDenication. 
THE new Meeting-House, in Lancaster, was dedicated on 

\Vednesday, the 1st inst. The services commenced with an Intro-. 
ductory Prayer, by the Rev. Mr. CAPEN, of Sterling, who also 
read the prayer of Solomon at the dedication of the Temple. The 
Dedicatory Prayer was made by tlie Rev. Dr. BANCROFT, of 
Worcester. Sermon by the Rev. Mr. THAYER, of Lancaster, 
from Ephesians ii, 19, 20, 21, 22. Concluding Prayer by the Rev. 
Mr. ALLEN, of Bolton. The services '\.vere accompanied with good 
vocal and instrumental musick. A very numerous assembly of 
people, convened on the occasion, testified by their profound si-
lence and solemnity their approbation of the services. This edifice, 
which is of brick, and from a design of CH.ARLES Bu LFINCH, 
Esq. of Boston, unites in an uncommon degree, !!implicity with 
beauty, The body of the building is 14 by 66 feet, with a Porch, 
Portico, Tower and Cupola or Steeple. The Portico is 48 by 17' 
feet, and is composed of square brick columns arched, with pilas-
ters, entablature and pediment, of the Do rick order ; the V esti-
bule, or Porch, is 48 by 19 feet, and contains the gallery ·stairs; 
the Tower is 21 feet square; the Cupola is circular and of sin'gu-
lar beauty; -it is surrounded with a colonnade of twelve fluted 
pillars, with entablature and cornice of the Ionick order; above 
which is an Attick, encircled with a festoon drapery, the whole 
surmounted by a Dome, Balls aad Vane. The height from the 
ground is about U.O feet. The inside of the house is neat and 
handsome : the front of the gallery is of ballustrade work, and is 
supported by ten fluted pillars of the Dorick order, and has a hand.-

clock in front, opposite the Pulpit, presented by a gentleman 
of the Society. The Pulpit rests on eight fluted columns and four 
pilasters of the Janick order; the upper section is supported by 3ix 
Corinthian columns, also fluted, and is lighted by a circular head-
ed window, ornamented with double pilasters fluted, entablature 
and cornice of the Corinthian order ; this is decorated wi \ a cur-
tain and drapery, from a Parisian model, which, with the beauti-
ful materials, were presented by a friend : - they are of rich green 
figured satin and velvet, trimmed with ball fringe ) roping and tas-
sels, and put up in a style of neat and simple elegance by Mr .. 
WILLIAM LEMON, Upholsterer, of Boston. A handsome Pulo 
pit Bible was presented also by a friend, and a Bell from the found-
ry of the Messrs. REvEREs, of Boston, weighmg 1300 lb. was giv-
en by gentlemen of the town. 
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HISTORY OF LANCASTER. 

IN ,giving a sketch of the history of Lancaster, I labor under se-
rious disadvantages. "!..,hose valuable sources of information, the 
records, are quite imperfect: the records of the Church till the 
t ime of Rev. Mr. Prentice in 1708, are lost; while those of the 
town extend no further back, than 1725; the first volume having ' x 
unaccountably disappeared, more than forty years since. After 
much exertion, I have been able, only in part, to supply these de-
ficiencies, from various and distant quarters ; and from the books of 
the proprietors, in which are preserved some valuable materials : 
but. even here there is a lamentable hiatus from 1671, to 1717, in-
duding King Williams' war, of eight, and Queen Ann's war, of elev-
en ) 

After giving the topography, present state &c. of the town, I 
shall touch upon its civil and ecclesiastical history. 

The town of Lancaster is situated in the north part of the Coun-
ty of 'iVorcester, about 33 miles west from Bobton,* and 15 miles 
nearly north from Worcester. 

BouNDARIEs.-The general qoundaries of the town are as fol-
lows, viz. north by Shirley and Luuenburgh, west by Leominster 
and Sterling, south by Boylston and Berlin, and east by Berlin, Bol-
ton and Harvard. The general direction of the town, in length, is ' 
northeast and southwest. 'l'he average length, is nine and eleven 
sixteenth miles ; greatest length nine and fifteen sixteenths, de-

;;<' The distance was till the last ytar, 35 miles. The great alterations in 
the road, especially through Stow, and the new road from Watertown to Cam 
'briclgc, make a difference oftwo mile!!. 
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duced from an accurate map.* It was originally laid out for ten 
miles, and this slight variation of one sixteenth of a mile, was prob-
ably owing to an error, in the original survey, which will be men-
tioned in the sequel; a less error it is supposed than was usual in 
such ancient measurements. The breadth, is very irregular; it va-
ries from 4! to 2i miles. 

RoAns, MAILS, &c.-The public roads extend over 600 acres of 
land. The principal road, is the one leading· from Boston, through 
Leominster, to Greenfield and Brattleborough: and another branch of 
it through Sterling, to Barre, Greenfield, &c. The mail arrives and 
departs daily,excepting on Sunday: thirty two mails are opened and 
closed, and the various stage coaches pass and repass the same num-
ber of times, in the course of each week. There is a short turn-
pike road which hegins in Bolton, and terminates in Lancaster, a 
mile north of the church. 

SoiL, PRoDucTioNs, &c.-The town contains twenty thousand two 
hundred and eight acres of land. Of this three tho•1sand acres, no 
inconsiderable part of the whole, are intervale, and about seven-
teen hundred, by estimate, are covered with water. Much of the· 
soil is deep and rich. The hg-ht lands, produce large quantities of 
rye, barley, oats, &c. while the better part of the upland, and all 
the intervaJes, are well aJapted to Indian corn, the potatoe, grass, 
and indeed to- every kind of cult iv;ltion, with but comparatively lit-
tle labor. The intervale, in particular, yields largely, and rewards 
the husbandman, many foid, for the little care he 1s obliged to take 
of it. 

Its fertility, is owing to the annual overflowings of the river1 
when the ice and snow melt in the !'pring. The WRters Ot'l )fl1£: 

turbid by the rapidity of the current, and the that is washed 
into its bosom, is deposited on the land, and serves all the good 
purposes of every kind of manure. These freshes, llndo_ubtedly, 
sometimes occasion much immediate injury: f0r reason of the 
elevation of the country in which the river has its sources, and 
through which it passes, the stream rises rapidly, and is borne along 
to the valley of the Nashaway,t by an accelerated and furious cur-

* Made bv order of thP General Court in 1794. I hnve followed the ad-
vice of a valued friend, and have omitted the boundaries, by degrees, rods, 
stakes, stones, &c. 

tIt will be observed that I spell the word Nashaway; it is a better word 
than Nashua, the modern alt:>ration, or refinement, as some may think it. 
The formP-r, is the ancient rearling, the true orthography; !or which, I have 
the authority of Winthrop, Colony Records, Middlesex ReciJrds, proprietor's 
books, &c. from 1643, to a late period. The innovation should be rejected at 

as a 
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r.ent, filled with large of ice, destroying mill dams, and sweep-
away bridges, in its destructive course.* In the spring of 1818, 

i.t was very busy in the work of ruin: most of the bridges were 
dashed in pieces by the ice, and not1e, I believe, escaped -uninjured. 
Since that time! only two bridges have suffered; one in the spring 
of 1823, called the Centre BriJge, just below the confluence of the 
two branohes of the river, and the other, during the last spring, 
(1826,) on ti1e south branch, between the first mentioned bridge, 
and the late Dr. Athert<?n's residence. But, notw\thstanding the 
numerous losses that have been sustained of old and of late years, 
they are far outweighed by the annual benefits, which the Nasha-
way, bestows upon the land t The principal trees on the uplands., 
are the ever-green, and oak of the different kinds, the chesnut, ma-
ple, &c. on the interva les, the elm in all its beautiful variety 
the walnut.t More attention is now paid to the cultivation of fruit 

than formerly; but it is chiefly confined to the apple, and in 
the pear. A strange neglect hail ever prevailed, tvith re-

gard to the delicious summer fruits, as the cherry, peach, plum, 
ricot, nectarine, garden strawberry, &c. that might be cultivated 
with but little expense of time or money. No place, within my 
knowledge, in this state, is better adapted to these fruits, both as 

_. it respects the soil, exposure to the sun, and gardens ready made. 
Some few individuals are beginning to think of these things, and to 
set out trees: and probably in a few years, these articles of luxury 
that may be so cheaply obtained, will be more generally attended 
to. At present, excepting a few tolerable, and some intolerable 

and a fe w wild strawberries, &c. we have nothing, deserv-
ing the nam Jt summer fruit. A few sorry peaches, the growth 
of other places, perhaps I should mention, are occasionally sold in 
town. 

SuRFAcE OF THE CouNTRY, 4·c.-The general surface is undulat-
ing, with no very high or steep ascents. The principal eminence, 

*The damage to bridges in 1818, amounted to $1639 71. 

t Whitney says that "the river overflows the whole interval twice in a 
year, in the spring, and in autumn." However, this may have been in his 
day, it is not so in this nineteenth century. 

:j: Of the Shagbark kind. Much attention was paid by some of the prin-
cipal inhabitants, some seventy years since, in ornamenting different spots, 
with the elm, and we, of the present day, enjoy the beauty, and the shade. 
'I'he present age is less considerate in this n' spect. DumbiedikPs' advice to 
his son is disregarded-" Jock, when ye hae naething else to do, ye may be 
aye sticking in a tree; it will be growing, Jock, when ye're sleeping. My-
father tauld me sae forty years sin', but I ne'er iand time to mind him.'' 
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is called George hill;* a fertile and delightful ridge, extending about 
two miles from southwest to northeast, on the west side of the town. 
Nearly parallel with this and rising gently from the river which 
skirts it on all sides but the north, is what is frequently termed the 
Neck. Not far from its extremity, towards the south west, is the 
centre of the town. The prospect to the east, is confined by the 
range of hills in Harvard and Bolton, beyond the intervale. To 
the west, beyond the intervale on that side, appears the whole 
length of George hill, and as the eye passes over its fine outlines, 
and gentle ascent, it rests upon the W achusett as the back ground 
of the picture. The walnut tree, and the majestic elmt are scat-
tered in pleasing irregularity over the wide spreading intervale. 
The variety of fD!iage, of light and shade, and the frequent chang-
e.s of tints, shadow out a landscape, that never fails to charm all 
who are alive to natural beauties. The prospect is equally invit-
ing from George hill, and from the hill on the road to Sterling·. 

lhLM> *The southern part of this hill, is the highest and in some points of 
view, may pass for a distinct hill. Tradition says, it took its name from an 
Indian, called by the English, George; who once had his wigwam there. The 
name I first find in the proprietoris' records, the date of Feb. 16'71 . ./J12. e.. . 166 '-f. 

t There is a number of different oi the elm in Lancaster. One 
kind is very tall, the branches high and spread but little. In another the 
branches shoot out lower upon the trunk, and extend over a much larger 
space. A third kind resembles in some measure the first, in form, excepting 
that the trunk is entirely covered with tw1gs thickly set with leaves, and 
forming a rich green covering to the rough bark, from the ground to the large 
branches. Many of these elms are uf great size : The following are the 
memions of a few of them, measured by Mr. George Carter and myself, in 
July, 1826. 

( I) "A One on the Boston road, between the house of the late Dr. Atherton and 
the last bridge on the south branch of the !\ashaway, measured in 
ence twenty six: feet at the roots.(;) Another on the old common, sb called, and 
near the burying ground, twenty fivt: feet five inches at the roots ; eighteen 
feet at two feet from the ground, and fourteen feet ten inches, at J..>U r t 
from the ground ; the diameter of the circular its branches, 
ed ninety eight feet. A third, southeast from centjt.bridge, and near what W< :s 
formerly called the neck bridge, was twenty six feet six inches at the roots, 
and twenty feet, at four feet from the ground.(3jA fourth, a little to the south 
west of the entrance to centre road, and some fifty rods south of the church, 
twenty four feet at the roots, and fifteen feet, at four feet from the ground. 
This tree, when very small was taken up and transplanted be:tween ninety 
and one hundred years ago by the late Col. Abijah Willard. We also 
ured l ;jcamore tree, a little to the southwest of centre bridge and found its · 
circumference at the ground, twenty five feet, and at four feet from the 

. ground, eighteen feet. The height of this must be about one hundred 
feet. There are also some large and beautiful elms in front and on one side 
of the Rev. Dr. Thayer's house. They were all set out by his immediate 
decessor the Rev. Mr. Harrington. The two largest measure fifteen and 
fourteen feet at the ground. 1_J}n the farm of Mr. Jonathan Wilder, on the old 
common so called, there is n:--oeach tree which measures eleven feet. It is 
upwards of a century Q]d. A tree of this kind) and size, is very rare in this 
part of the country. 

«-
,.. / . J«-<A ..L r.t 

rk . ' t i)._U..:..... 
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There is an appearance, occasionally on a summer evening that 
struck me forcibly the first time I beheld it. Wh en the vapours 
are condensed and the moon is up, th.e whole expanse of the val-
ley, appears like one broad sheet of water just below you, and ex-
tending as far as the eye can reach, in distinct vision. rrhe tops of 
the tall trees, as they appear above the mists, look like little is-
lands, dotting . the broad bay. The illusion is perfect, without bor _ 
rowing largely from the imagination. 

MINERALs, &c.-More than seventy years ago, a large slate )( 
quarry was discovered, by a Mr. Flagg, near Cumberry pond, in the 
north part of the town. The slates were in use, as early as 17 
or 1753, and, after the revolutionary war, were sent in great num-
bers to Boston, and !o the atlantic states,* and formed quite an artL 
cle of commerce. For many years past, however, the quarry has 
not been worked. r.rhe slates, I believe; though always considered 
as of an excellent quality, could not at lJ(ast come in succes>:ful 
competition with those imported from \Vales, &c, on account of the 
expense of transportation. 'rhe water is now quite deep in the 
quarry. 

The minerals, according to Dr. Robinson, are the following.-
viz. .!lndalusite, reddish brown, in a rolled mass of white quartz, 
and on George hill in transition mica slate. Macle, abundant on 
George hill and elsewhere. Earthy Mad, an extensive bed, in 
New Boston, so called. Pinite, in clay slate: also, green and pur-
ple pinite, fine specimens on George hill in granite. Spodumene, 
£ne specimens, in various parts of the town. Fibrolite, abundant in 
mica late. Phosphate of lime, on George hill, in smail h exahedral 
JH'isms in a spodumene rock, of about two tons in weight. Peat in 
the swamps and low in the south west part of the town.t 

STREAMS AND OTHER BODIES OF WATER.-'J:'he largest stream that 
flows through the town, and indeed the largest, and most important 

says, "great numbers of them are used in Boston every year." 
This was in 1793. · 

t A Catalogue of American minerals, with their localities &c. by Samuel 
Robinson, M.D. Boston, 1825. The marl, mentioned above, is found great 
abundance. It extends in strata, from the neighborhood, of lV1essrs. Po1guand 
& Plant throuo-h New Boston, almost to the middle of the town. Though 
very val'uable :s a manure it is but little used. Probably indivi(luals are not 
fully sensible of its enriching qualities. Mr. John .who has made us<" of 
it for some years on li<>'ht soils, bas assured me that 1t mcreases the product 
nearly one half. 'The 

0
few who have tried it, are abundantly satisfied 

of its great service. 

';4 c4XJ-
ol ·,- 1 

>'- Ltvl.AJ ,.__ .,.. 
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in the County, is the river Nashaway, formed by the junction of 
two branches.* The north branc'h rises from the springs in Ash· 
burnham, and from Wachusett pond in Westminster, and passing 
through Fitchburg and Leominster, enters the town on . the west. 
The south branch has two sources, one from Rocky pond on the 
east sicie of the Wachusett, the other from Quin.epoxet pond, in 
Holden. These unite in West Boylston, and enter the town on the 
south. The two main branches, after pursuing a devious course 
for many miles, unite near the centre of the town, soutb east from 
·the church. There are a few small streams that issue from Oak 
hill, Mossy, and Sandy ponds, all of which find their way to the riv-
er. The streams fed by the latter ponds unite, and between 
their junction and the river, are situated the works of the Lancas-
ter Cotton Manufacturing Company. 

Besides the rivers, there are ten ponds in Lancaster, viz: 
.!lcres. .!1 cres. 

Turner's pond 30 Oak hill pond 15 
Fort do. 100 Gumberry do. 13 
Part of White's do. 80 Clamshell do. 50 
Great Spectacle do. 115 Sandy do. 55 
Little do. do. Mossy do. 55 

·whitney relates, that the "water in Cumberry pond is observ-
ed to rise as much as two feet, just before a storm," and that 
dy pond, rises in a dry time." However pleasing it may he to be-
lieve these things true, and to have some phenomena of natural 
philosophy in one's own neighborhood, I cannot to con-
firm them, but contrarywise, must set them down, after a" 
fabulous. There are various springs in town; from three of tbet' 
on George hill, the village situated a mile south west from the 
church, is bountifully supplied with water, by means of an aqueduct 
consisting of leaden pipes that extend in different directions and 
branches, more than two miles.t 

BRIDGEs.-There are no less than seven bridges over the Nash_ 
away supported by the town, besides one half of the bridge leading 
to Harvard. A bridge over the turupike road, supported by the cor-

* The first Inhabitants early gave to the north branch, the name of north 
river, the south branch they called Nashaway, and the main rinr, after the 
junction of the two streams, which is now p.roperly the Nashaway, they nam-
ed Penecook. 1 find Penecook used in the town records as late as 1736, and 
north river, in a deed dated 1744. 

t A company was organized last winter by virtue of Stat. 1793, chap. 59· 
The whole expense of the work, was not far from $2000. , 
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poration, and one or more private bridges, complete the number. 
Great expenses, as will readily he supposed, have been hitherto 
incurred in maintaining go many bridges-greater, indeed, than 
were necessary. It bas, till lately, been usual to uuild them ·with 
piers resting upon mud sills, inviting ruin in their very construc-
tion; for ice freezing closely round the piers, the water upon 
the breaking up of the-river in spring, works its way underneath 
the ice, which forms a compact body under the bridge, raises the 
whole f<lhric, which thus loosened from its foundations, is sw£!pt 
away by the force of the ,large cakes of ice that be-
come irresistible by the power of a very rapid current. A better 
and by far more secure style of building has lately been adopted, 
and from its great superiority, will doubtless gain general favor 
and superfede the old method. ·rwo bridges on the improved 
plan, each consisting of a single an.l.i, have been constructed; one 
in June, 1823, near " the ·meeting of the waters," and the other in 
June, just above, on the south branch of the river.* They 
are entirely out of the reach of the spring tide fury, and though 
more expensive at first, their durability wil,I prove their true econ-
omy. c-,._t.,. 

MILLs, TRADEs, MANUFACTURES, &c.-Lancaster contains five saw 
mills, three grist mills, two fulling and dressing mills, one carding 
machine, one nailfactory, two lathes, turned by water, and two 
brick yards. There are also four wheelwrights, two tanners, ten 
shoemakers, one saddle and harness maker, two cabinet makers, 

ne dock and watch maker, six blacksmiths, three white smiths, 
n gunsmith, one baker, one bool{seller, one. apothecary, one 

stone cutter, one cooper and one hatter. The business of printing 
maps, is very extensively carried on by Messrs. Horatio and George 
Carter. About are struck off, and supply a great 
number of the schools in every part of the United States. In the 
various departments of this business, viz. printing, coloring, binding· 
&c. fifteen pe,.sons are usually employed. 'l'here are fifteen or six-
teen. for making combs, in whicl;l fifty persons, at · 
least, are employed. The annual sales of !:his. article are from fif-
teen to twenty thousand dollars. In consequence of the great im-

*The bridges vary in length from seventy to one hundred feet. The 
-arched bridges were constructed on a plan furnished by Mr. Farnham Plum-
mer, an ingenious mechanic of this town. The chords of the arches arB nine-
ty eight feet six inches and seventy feet respectively. 



10 ffiSTORY OF LANCASTER. 

provement in machinery,* within a few years, double the quantity 
of this article is now manufactured, with a considerable deduction 
in price. 

The foundation of the Lancaster Cotton Factory, was begun in 
the fall of 1809, on a small stream, which empties into the south 
branch of the N ashaway. There are two large buildings, one for 
carding and spinning, with eight hundred and ninety six spindles; 
the other for weaving, with thirty two looms, which are equal to 
delivering two hundred thousand yards of four fourths of 
two qualities, viz. No. 18 and 25, in a year. The strf!am on which 
the buildings are erected, is fed from and powerful and nf!V-
er failing springs, which are supposed to have their sources in Mos-
sy and Sandy ponds. From the situation of the factories the fall in 
the bed of the stream is upwards of a mile. This fall in 
the whole is about sixty two feet. rrhe present improved mode of 
spinning, by means of circular spindle boxes, was first put in opera-
tion in this establishment: and one of the managers was the inven-
tor ofthe picker for cleaning cotton, with two be.rters, now in gen-
eral use in all well conducted establishments of the kind. The res-
ident managers are Messrs. Poignand and Plant, who are assiduous 
in their business. Probably no establishment of the same kind and 
extent, ls under better regulations, or is managed to greater advan-
tage. 

PoT AND PEARLASH.-The manufacture of pot and pearlashes was 
undertaken in Lancaster, at an earlier period than in any other 
part of America. I cannot state the precise time; but as early as 
1755, these works were in operation. 

In that year, Joseph ·wilder, Jr. Esq. and Col. Caleb "\Vilder, 
m a petition to the General Court, that they " have acquired 

the art of making pot anJ pearlaehes, and that they ship 
them, because no assay master has been appointed." The business 
was carried on quite extensively, for many years. Col. Wilder was 
chiefly interested, and the quality of the article made by him was 
so good, that after other similar works were established, his manu-
facture, was the most valued. 

"-' The improYed machine was an invention of Mr. Farnham Plummer of 
this town. It will cut one hundred and twenty dozen side combs, in a day. 
It cuts out two combs, from a square piece of horn, at the sa;ne time. The 
circular saw which was previously used, cuts but one tooth at a time. Capt. 
Asahel Harris, an intelligent man, who deals largely in this business, assure!l 
me that the new machine, is a saving of nearly one half in point of time, that 
it saves also a third part of the stock, beEides much hard labor. It can be 

constructed as to cut combs of any size. 
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lt.t one lime 'the quantity sold annually, was as high as one hund-
!'ed and fifty tons of pearlash, and eighty of potash After his death 
his son Levi \Vilder conducted the busiBess, nearly to the time of 
his own decease, in.{ 793. individuals,* have at various times 
paid attention to this business, subsequent to Col. Wilder; but now 
it is only a matter of history in this place. 

S1'0REs, &c.-There are in Lancaster five public houses, six: 
'8tores, containing English and. fancy goods, &c. and in fi.ve of them 
the usual Stjpply of West India goods. 

LTBRARIEs.-'rhe private libraries in this town are not very nu-
merous. There are, in all of them, about three thousand volumes._ 
The bouks in general1 are well selected, there being but little trashy 
matter. 

A social library now containing nearly four hundred volumes, 
most of them valaable, was established in the year 1790. 

To supply a want that was felt by many, a number of subscrib-
-ers joined together in the autumn of 1821, and established a Read-
ing Room. The .principal and primary object was, to procure the 
most valuable periodical publications, and such miscellaneous works 
()f the day, as possessed a good reputation. lt was supposed that in 
this way, a taste for reading might increase, and that whatever 
should be done to extend and elevate the love of would 
equ<\lly tend to raise the tone of society. The original plan has of 
late been somewhat enlarged, as the establishment gained favor and 
began to promise to be permanent. Besides the class of works con-
templated at first, hooks are now admitted f-rom time to time, whose 
fame survives the day, books that have already a standard charac-
ter. The success of the undertaki!lg has probably surpass-ed gen-
eral expectation. 'rhe annual increase of the libraryt of the Read-
ing Room is not far from one hundred volumes. The whole num-
ber, at .present, is about three hundred: and the increase has been 
greater during the last and present year, than at any earlier period, 
during the same length of time. 

ScHOOLS AND AcADEMY.-For a few years subsequent to the Rev-
olutionary war and occasionally, before, the Grammar School was 
kept the whole year, in the centr·e of the This arrange-

+ Dr. Wm. Dunsmoor, Dr. James Carter, Mr. Oliver Carter and others. 
tIt. consists of Reviews, WGrks of fiction, poetry, history, voyages, 

els, biography, &c. 

:f: A few historical data, relating to schools, may not be without interest. 
ls:t 1729, there were three schools, viz. on .the N e.ck, ,( pre11ent towp. 

2 
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ment did not last long: it was supposed that tbe requisitions of the 
law could be answered in a way that would bring a fractional part 

this school, almost to every man's door. It was therefore soon 

house) at (now in Bolton,) and at Bear hill, (now in Har-
vard.) In 1731, these schools were kept as follows, viz. hill 82 days, 

104, Neck, 177. 1736, on petition of Ebenezer Beman and 
others, it was voted, that the school should be kept at divers houses in the 
north part of the town: so also in the southwest part of the town. In 1742, 
three new school houses were built: this was after tlle incorporation of Har-
vard and Bolton. One of them was in Chocksett (Sterling) and the other 
two in Lancaster proper. The old school house on the Neck, above 
ed, was ·given to Rev. Mr Prentice for a stable!! 1757, voted, that the 
gr"J.mrnar school be kept in each precinct, (Lancaster and Sterling) " accord .. 
ing to what they pay." The reading and writing schools to be kept in the 
extreme parts of the town, five months in the winter. 17612, voted to give 
leave to Col. Abijah Willard and others, to build a school house on the town 
land, below the Meetmg house in the first on petition of Levi 
Willard, Esq. and others, voted, that the grammar school for the year ensu-
ing be kept in tlle middle of the town, provided they build a school house, 
and support the school for the year, after the amount of their taxes has been 
appropriated for that purpose. 

In 1767, the grammar school was kept seven months in the first, and five 
months, in the second precinct :in 1771-72-73-78, one half of lhe year in each. 
In 1789, the grammar school was kept on neal'ly the same plan as in 1764; so 
in 1789. In 1790 voted, to build a school house opposite to Gen. Greenleaf's. 
Wm. Stedman, Esq. now occupies the Greenleaf house. 

The following are some of the school masters. 1724, Edward Broughton, 
1725, do.1726 Mr. Flagg, Rev. Ebenezer F.lagg, of Chester, N. H. 
graduated 1725; 1727, Henry Houghton, Jonathan Moore, Samuel Carter; 
1729, Samuel Willard, Esq. (Judge C. C. Pleas,) Thomas Prentice, (who 
graduated 1726, afterwards minister in Charlestown,) Mr. Bryant and Jabez 
J!'ox. Josiah Swan was a veteran schoolmaster : I fmd him as early as i 733,- 3 'L 
and through many intermediate years, beginning with 1751, to 1767 inclusive. 
Mr. Swan was of Lancaster, and graduated at Cambridge, in 1733. In May 
1715, he was admitted a member of Rev. Mr. Prentice's church, and it may 
be, pursued his theological studies under the direction of Mr. P. He was set-
tled in Dunstable, N.H. 1739, dismissed in 1746, in consequence of a di-
vision of the town, by running the line between New Hampshire and Massa-
chusetts. He remained there a few years, then returned to this town; after-
wards went to Walpole, N. H. where he died. 2 Mass. Hist. Col. 55. 1736, 
Jo5iah Brown and Thomas Prentice. 

Mr. Brown was probably a graduate at Harvard University that year or 
1735. He kept school for a number of subsequent years, and as late as 1765. 
1744, Brown and Stephen Frost. There was a Stephen Frost, of the class of 
1739, at Cambridge. 1746, Edward Bass of the class of 1744: afterwards 
the first bishop of Massachusetts. 1747, Bass and Joseph Palmer, who was 
afterwards a cl ergyman, graduated at Cambridge, 1747. 1749-50, Edward 
Phelps. 1752, Abel Willard, Esq. of the class of 1752, at Cambridge. Sam-
uel Locke, Jr. aftt>rwards Rev. Samuel S. T. D &c. President of Har-
vard University. He graduated at Cambridge, in 1755. The late President Ad-
ams graduated the same year. 1756, H zt·kiah Gates, an inhabitant of Lan-
caster and a useful citizen. 1757-8-9 MosPs Hemenway, afterwards Rev. 
Moses Hemenway, S. T. D. class of 1755, and minister of Wells, in Maine. 
1758, Mr. ·warren, the cele,rated General, who was killed at Bunker's Hill. 
He graduated in 1759. 1762, IYir. Parker, a graduate at Cambridge. 1762, 
.Israel Atherton, of the class of that year, M. M S. Soc. for many years 
after a physician in Lancaster, aud the M!rt physician of liberal 

I 
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voted, that it should be kept in different parts of the town, in the 
course of each year, for the convenience of those who lived in re-
mote places. Both the spirit and the letter of the law, were mis-
understood, and the most important advantages intended to be se-
cured by it, were lost. The Latin Grammar School, after linger-
ing some years in a doubtful state of existence, was discontinued a 
few years previous to the modification of the law. As much atten-
tion, however, it is believed, is paid here to education as in most 
other places, and we have caught something of the excitement, 
that is becoming prevalent on this subject. The school law of the 
last winter, of such manifest importance and usefulness, has already 
been productive of benefit, and has increased the interest, which 
every good citizen should take in education. There are twelve 
school districts in town. The following, is taken from the return 
of the school committee, to the General Court, in May last. 

trict. 

Amount paid for public instruction, $1005 
Amount paid for private instruction, 50 
Tuition fees at the Academy, 600 
'I'ime of keeping school in the year, siX: months in each dis-

Males of the various ages specified law,. 351 
Females do. 349 

Total, 700 
In this number the pupils at the Academy are not included. 
Number of persons over 14 unable to read and write-None. 
Number prevented by expenses ofschool books, None. 

education in the County of Worcester. 1762, Joseph Willard; afterwards 
Rev. Joseph Willard, S. T. D. L. L. D. &c. and late of Harvard 
University; graduated at Cambridge, 1765. 1764-65-66, Ensign Man)(, a 
graduate at Cambridge, in 1764. 1765, B,!;.Q.!Yn, probably a graduate at Cam-
bridge, Joseph Frederick Albert, Mr. Hutchinson, probably ofthe class 
of 1762, and Peter Green, now living in Concord, N.H. aged )/I, and still 
active in his profession as a physician, class of 1766, M. M. S. Hon. 1766, 
John Warner, Robert Fletcher. 1767, Josiah' Wilder, probably Dr. Wilder 
of Lancaster. 

It seems that a large proportion of the instructors I have mentioned, re-
ceived a public education. At the present uay, it is far otherwise in this 
place. 

I will close this long note, with the mention of the a_mount of money 
raised for schools for a number of years. 1726 to 30,£50. 1739, (after Har-
vard and Bolton were incorporated) to 1742, £80. 1755,£50 lawful money. 
1764, and to 1769, £100. 1769, £104. 1778, and 9, £200 depreciated cur-
rency. 1781, £8000, old emission. 1782 and 3, £80. 1784, £100. 1804 
and 1805, $400, for Latin and Grammar school the year through, in the cen-
tre of the town, $600, for English. 1810, $1056 in all. 1815, $1000, and 
for a number of years past, $1005. Regular sch9ol committel;'s have been 
chosen annually 1794. 

9/ 
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Some years since, many of the inhabitants felt desirous of afford-
ing their children more abundant opportunities of instruction, than. 
could be obtained at the public schools, which, it cannot be expec-
ted, will ever be li:ept the yeal' through in the various districts. 
Jn ordei" to secure a permanent school, a number of gentlemen 
from this and the neighboring towns, associated together, and estab-
lished an Academy eai"ly in the summer of 181&. Few institutions 
of the ldnd ha\'e probably ever done more good. Many have al-
:ready been taught there,* who, but for its es-tablishment, would have 
been much less favored, itl their opportunities for learning. The 
building used for the school being inconveniently situated, at some 
distance from the centre of the town,. an effort was made in Ap_rii 
last, to obtain a subscription to erect a new building, in the centre 
of the town. A large and ample sum was obtained in town for this 
purpose, with but little difficulty. The land just south of the church 
was given by Messrs. Horatio and George Carter, who, with theiJ:> 
brothers, have also most liberally or to the 
A new and very tasteful building- of brick, two stories in height, 
with a cupola and bell, is nearly completed. The situation is weH 
chosen : a fine common in front is thrown open,. and a beautiful view 
of the valley and rising grounds, particularly to the west, renders 
the spat delightful. It is intended to add to the present school, a 
distinct and permanent school for females, in the second story of 
the building. This indeed is a highly important part of the, new 
plan; for it is believed, that if society is to make great advances 
in future, it must be by improving the means of female education ; 
and that the progress of society in learning, refinement and virtue, 

' is in proportion to the cultivation of the female mind. An act of in-
corporation has been applied for; a bill for that purpose passed the 
Senate at the last session of the General Court, and, without much 
question, will pass the House, next winter. The Academy thus £1[' 

bas had the advantage of able instructors : the following are their 
}James, viz. 

SILAS HoLMAN-1\i. D. Cambridge, 1816, now a physician in Gar-
diner, Maine. He kept but a few months in the summer of 1815. 

lll> Mr. Frederick Wilder a graduate at Cambridge, in 1825, and son of Mr. 
Jona\.han Wilder of this town, was educated at this academy. He died at 
Northampton, in the winter of 1826. He was full of promise; be possessed a 
mind of a high order and a heart filled with every good feeling and virtue. 
No one was ever more generally beloved; the highest rank seemed to await 
him, whatever path of study he might incline to pursue. Death has destroy-
ed bright prospects and deprived the world of the good influences ·that a 
ing and pure mind eyer exercise society. 
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JARED SPARKs, Tutor Harvard University, 1817 to 18 i 9, after-
wards clergyman in Baltimore. Now editor of the North Ameri-
can Review, in Boston. Graduated at Harvard University, 1815. 
He was the preceptor from the summer of 1815, one year. 

JOHN W. PRocToR, Preceptor from summer of 1816, one year; 
graduated at Harvard University, 1816; now Attorney and Counsel-
lor at Law, in Danvers. 

GEORGE B. EMERSON, From summer of 1817, two years; g·radu-
ated at Harvard University, 1817, and 'rutor from 1819 to 1821; 
for some time Preceptor of the English Classical school, and now 
of a private school, in Boston. 

SoLO;\ION P. MILEs, from 1819 to 1821, August two years; grad-
uated at Harvard University, 1819, and Tutor 1821 to 1823, now 
preceptor of the high (English Classical) school, in Boston. 

NATHANIEL Woon, from 1821 to 1823, two years; graduated at 
Harvard University 1821, Tutor 1823 to 1824, now a student at 
law, in Boston. 

LEvi FLETCHER, from August 1823, to the fall of 1824; graduat-
ed at Harvard University, 1823, now Chaplain on board the United 
States frigate Macedonian. 

NATHANIEL KINGSBURY, from the fall of 1824, of the class of 
1821 ; left college during the third year and went to the island of 
Cuba. He is the preceptor at this time. 

Urilder the present preceptor, the sustains a high 
character for discipline :;tnd instruction. By t'\le new 0\fl;angement, 
the inconveniences that are too apt to occur by 'reqtJCn.t change 
of teachers will be avoided. The situation principal ·of the 
Academy, is to be a permanent one, as far as is practicable . 

PooR.-The suppo!'t of the poor, formed for some years no in4 

considerable part of the annual tax. They were dispersed in diC-
ferent families, in various parts of tbe among those who 
would support them at the least exp.ense to the town. Too 
and as a natural effect of this wretched system, the lot of these un-
fortunate persons was cast among individuals, themselves but 
tie removed from absolute poverty. The too, if such it 
could be called, was clumsy extravagance ; the highest price wa" 
paid for the support of the poor, and the treatment of poverty ap-
peared like the punishment of crime.* In view of these things, 

t' Various attempts, from the year 1763, to the present century, have 
been made, tp establish a work-hou::e) but without success, till the late 
fort. 
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the town purchased two years since, a large farm, as an establishD 
ment for all whose circumstances compelled them to seek public 
support. It is under the care of an attentive overseer. Each in-
dividual able to work has his appropriate duties suited to his age 
and capacity. Comfort, economy, and humanity are there united. 
Religious services are performed at stated times, and the children 
who never before received any instruction, are now regularly sent 
to school. In a moral point of view, this establishment is a public 
blessing-it prevents much immediate suffering, and much pros-
pective ignorance and vice.* The actual expense for the support 
of the poor, which formerly was as high as $1 200, not, in fut-
ure, exceed $500. 

PoPULATION.--\Vb.at little I can gather of the number of Inhabi-
tants, at certain periods, in the seventeenth century, will be men-
tioned, subsequently, in the civil history of this plantation. Ex-
cepting this, there is no way of asv,ertaining the population earlier 
than 1764. . trrr_ 

Inhabitants, 328 families. This was af-
ter Harvard and Bolton were incorporated. 

1790-1460 Inhabitants, 214 houses. This was after Sterling 
was incorporated; which contained by the census of the same 
year 1428 inhabitants, making the population of both places 2888, 
an increase of 1062, in 26 years, viz. from 1764 to 1790. 
/f 3 o _ 2111u 1800 1584 Inhabitants. 1Y"& o • -

f lt"6s- n- . 
I'd' 2-,0I'/ tu.6 1810 1694 do. !fr711 - I lfs-
/ff.jc ·- /.ft, 1820 1862 do. /5'/.J - 11"' 
I yiT - 1/ - La D 

During the period of commercial restrictions, and the Jast war, 
and for a few years subsequent, the population it appears increased 
but little. Many persons emigrated to the state of New York, to 
the west of the Alleghany mountains, and to other parts of the 
country, in search of the promised land. The business of the town, 
muchd'ected by this state of things, has of late, materially increas-
ed, and is now greater than at any former period. The population 
at the present time, may be estimated at 2100. The number of rata-

* It is chiefly to the exertions of the Rev. Mr. Packard, that the town is 
indebted for this establishment. He first suggested the plan in this place, 
and labored diligently to have it adopted. It is no slight praise, to have 
served with effect the cause of humanity. 

In 1786, the selectmen were ordered to bind out poor children, to the 
end, that the rising generation) may not be brought up in idleness) ignorance, 
and vic-e . 
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ble poles, at this time, is 422. The militia is composed of three 
companies, viz. the standing company, one of Light Infantry, raised 
at large, and one of Artillery. There is besides a part of a com-
pany of Cavalry within the limits of the town. The whole 
ber of soldiers, is somewhat over two hundred. 

BIRTHS Ar-ID DEATHs.-The -progress of population, compared 
with the losses might be very satisfactorily ascertained by accurate 
lists of births and deaths, for any given period. Some negligence 
prevails here, as well as elsewhere, in furnishing the Town Clerk 
with information on the subject. The following list, however, 
may be considered as nearly correct. 

BIRTHS. BIRTHS. DEATHS. DEATHS. 

1810 38 1817 39 1810 31 1817 .26 
1811 42 1818 42 1811 17 1818 26 
1312 40 1819 34 1812 31 1819 20 
1813 40 1820 29 1813 25 1820 21 
1814 36 1821 29 1814 29 1821 15 
1815 49 1822 31 1815 26 1822 28 
1816 39 'Total 488 1816 22 Total 
Deaths in the Congregational Society since the settlement of 

Rev. Dr. Thayer, October 9, 1793, to August 1, 1826, six hundred 
and fifty six. Of this number one hundred forty were over seventy ; 
and sixty six of the one hundred and forty four, over eighty years 
of age. . The family of Osgoods, shows remarkable ages. 

Joseph Osgood died, aged 77 
his wife 92 
Jerusha 
Martha 
Joel 

96 
92 
75 

432 
Making an average, of eighty six years and nearly five 

months. 
The following is a list of the ages of Deacon Josiah VVhite and 

his family. 
Josiah the father, 90. His wife, 84. 

Their Children. 
Mary, 86 Martha, 94 

*The statement of deaths is taken from a comparison of the Church and 
town records, and is perhaps quite correct. The births are only in the town 
records, and making a reasonable addition, for names omitted, the number 
ma.y be estimated at more than five hundre.d. 1 
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Jonathan, 80 Joseph, 60 
Hannah, 77 Joanna, 75 
Abigail, 86 Jotham, 87 
Josiah, 9-1- Silence, 75 
Ruth, 40 John, 91 

Elisha, 90 
Making an average of eighty years, :,even months and six days. 

A few other remarkable ages may gratify the curious. 
DIED. DIED. 

Adams Sarah 1802 81 Phelps Edward 1784 90 
Atherton Israel Dr. 1822 82 Priest Elizabeth 1798 84 

his wife, Rebecca 1823 86 " Joseph 1798 83 
Baldwin Keziah 1815 91 Pollard John 1814 85 
Divolll\'IanassSh 1797 82 Rugg John 1799 85 

" Ephraim 1798 84 " Jane 1805 93 
Divoll Elizabeth 93 Robbins Bathsheba 1805 85 
Fletcher Mary 1813 86 Rugg Zeruiah 1807 86 
Fletcher Joshua .Xwl!f-1814 90 " Lydia 1807 91 
Fletcher RP-beccaJA.r-1820 92 Sawyer Josiah 1801 82 
Fuller Edward 1802 85 Simmons Micah 1817 83 
Houghton Elij. Capt. 1810 82 Stone Isaac Svft 1'1- 1816 93 

" Alice 1808 83 Tenny Rebecca 1802 81 
Joslyn Mary 1825 88 Thurston Priscilla 1811 83 

" Samuel 1826 88 "White John Capt. 1797 83 
J ones Mary 1805 85 Wheelock Martha 1802 94 
Leach Mary 1818 86 Wilder Martha · 1811 94 
Nichols Joseph 1826 82 Wilder Samuel 1824 81 
Phelps Asahel 1812 86 ·willard 1825 97 
Priest John 1797 88 Wilder Ephm. Capt. 1769 94 
Phelps Joshua 1784 84 

CiviL HisTORY.-The first settlement of Lancaster goec; far back 
in the early history of Massachusetts. It was the tenth town, in-
corporated in the CQunty of Middlesex, and precedes, by many 
years, every t()wn now within the limits of the County of Worces-
1er. Indeed, no town, so far from the sea coast, was incorporated 
so early, Springfield; Northampton was in 1654: Chelms-
ford, Billerica and Groton, in 1655, Marlbotough, in 1660, and Men-
don, in 1667. 

According to Winthrop, an incoqtrovertible authority in these 
the plantation at Nashaway was undertaken sometime in 
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·1643.* The whole territory around, was to Sholan, 
or Shaumaw, Sachem of the Nashaways,..-whose residence was 
at Waushacum,t now Sterling. Sholan occasionally visited \!\Tater-
town, for the purpose of trading with Mr. Thomas King, who re-
!ided there. He recommended Nashawogg to King, as a place 
well stdted for a plantation, and invited the English to come and 
elwell near him. 

From this representation, or from personal observation, that na-
ture had been bountiful to the place, King united with a number of 
others,+ and purchased the land of Sholan, viz. ten miles in length, 
and eight in breadth; stipulating not to molest the Indians in their 

Winthrop's hitJtory of New England, date, 3d mol'lth, (May) 1644, 
and relating events that preceded that time. I have cited the see 
post-Rev. Mr·. Harrington states the purchase to ha\·e been made in 1645: 
but the authority of Winthrop is not to be questioned. Rev. Dr. Holmes 
gives the same year as Gov. Winthrop. 

t The orthography of this \vord is very various. I arrington spells it as 
in the text ; in other parts of Worcester Magazine, it is different: Gookin ir1 
bis historical collections of the Indians, writes '' Weshakim." I Mass. Hist. 
Col. I Vol. "w·echecum" says Roger Williams, is the Indian for sea. Key 
to lndiau languages, Chap. 18. 

A. D. Winthrop says that "Nashacowam and Wassamagoin 
two Sachems, near the great hill to the we!lt called Warehasset, ( Wachusett,) 
came into the court, and according to their former tender to the Governor, 
rlesired to be received under our protection and government, &c. so we caus-
ing them to uuderstand the ten commandments of God and they assent-
ing to.,a_l)t...they were solemnly received and then court with 
twenty;ra.1homs more of Wampum, and the court gave eac6'0£ them a coat of 
two yards of cloth, and their dinner; and to them and their men, every of 
them a cup of sack at their departure, so they took their leave and went away 
very joyful." Coats and dinners and sack, were wonderful persuasives with 
the Indians. \Vas not" Nashacowam," the same with Sholan? 

:j: John Prescott, Harmon Garrett, Thomas Skidmore, Mr. Stephen Day, 
Mr. Symonds, &c. Here Mr. Harrington in his century sermon stops. Who 
are meant .by &c. it is impossible to ascertain; perhaps, they may be¢'ill, lf/tL., 
Davies and others, mentioned subsequently in the text. Of those first men-
tioned, a few gleanings may not be without interest. Prescott came from 
Watertown: Garrett probably from Charlestown. He never moved to Lan-
caster. Two thousand acres of land, were mortgaged to him by Jethro the 
christian Indian, and laid out to Garrett, near Assabetb river, in 1651. There 
were two or more of the name of Garrett at this time in New England. Where 
Harmon lived, I do not discover. An Indian of the same name, lived in 
Rhode Island. 3 Mass. Hist. Col. I. 221. Skidmore is mentioned in Boston 
Records, as of Cambridge, in 1643. Day was of Cambridge, and the first 
Printer in America. In 1639, he set up a printing press at Cambridge, at the 

of Rev. Joseph Glover, who. died on passage to this country. The 
press was soon after, under the management of Samuel Greene. Day occa-
sionally visited the plantation at Nashaway. He was of Cambridge in 1652-
'53, and in '57. In the last, year the General Court, on his complaint that 
he had not been compensated for his printing press, granted him three hund-
red acres of land. Also, in 1667, they allowed him to procure of the Saga-
more of one hundred and fifty acres of upland, and twenty of 
:mF>a.d"w. If he !ired at Nashaway, be probably c11-me in 1665. The 

3 
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hunting, fishing, or planting places. This deed was sanctioned by 
the General Court.)je It was probably not a common thing for towns 
to be settled under such favorable circumstances ; not only was there 
a fair contract made, satisfactory on all sides; but a previous invita-
tion, in the feeling of friendship, was given to induce the English, 
to extend their population, to the valley of the N ashaway. The 
precise time of the removal to Lancaster, cannot' be ascertained. 
The first building was a trucking house, erected by Symonds and 
King, about a mile southwest of the church, and a little to the north 
west of the house ofthe late Samuel Warci,Esq. King never moved up, 
but sold his interest to the other proprietors, who covenanted with 
each olher, to begin the plnntation at a certain time. To secure 
their purchase, they directed certain individuals,t to whom lots 
were given, to commence the settlement immediately, and make 
preparations for the general coming of the proprietors. ·winthrop 
gives the following marked account of the first settlement. "3d 
mo. (May) 1644. Many of WatertOWJ?, and other towns, joined in 
the at N ashaway; and having called a young man, a uni-
ve?·sal scholar, one Mr. N ocroff ( quere Norcross ?:j:) to be their 
minister, seven§ of them, who were no members of any churches, 
were desirous to gather into a church estate; but the magistrates 
and riders, advised them first to go and build them habitations, &c. 
(for there was yet no house the! e,) and then to take some that were 
memhers of other churche-;, with the consent of such churches, as 
had formerly been done, and so proceed orderly. But the persons 
interested in this plantation, being most of the_rn poor and some 
of them corrupt in judgment, and others profane; it went on very 
town, in Feb. 16€4, 0. S.-1665, N. S. granted" Master Day" one hundred 
acres of upland, twenty of it for a house lot. Symonds never resided here. 1 He was, perhaps, Mr. Samuel Symonds, for some years an assistant; the title 
"Mr." not then universal, but confined to particular persons, somewhat ").. 
strengthens this suggestion. King was a proprietor of Marlborough, irr 1660. 

*This deed, I believe is not, in rebus existentibus. I have diligently 
searched in Middlesex, and Suffolk recotds, and in the office of the Secretary 
of State, without success. 

t Richard Linton, Lawrence Waters and John Ball. 
j: Th!s spelling is taken from the old edit.ion of Winthrop ; the new ed-

ition with its corrected text, and learned notes, by Mr. Savage, does not ex-
tend so far. The second volume, however, which will be published in a few 
months, will reach nearly to the time of Gov. Winthrop's death. Norcross, 
is an early name in Watertown. "Nocroff," I have never met with. 

lVIr. Savage says the co.ojecture is right ; he also says, that in the same para 
graph of Winthrop; "Universal scholar" should be ''University scholar." 

number was necessary, according to Johnson's wonder working 
pro-vidence, to constitute a church, in the colony. 2 Mass. Hist. Col. II. 71. 

• 
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slowly, so that in two years, they had not three houses built there, 
and he whom they had called to be their minister, left them for 
their delays:'* , 

It appears further by the records of the General Court 1. 8. 45 
· (Oct. 1645,) that" upon the petition of the undertakers for the 

1 
(·II 

plantation at Nashaway, the Court is willing, that John ?m, Ser- N£-A-{, 
geapt John Davies,t John Chandler, JS'tthrh Walker and Matthew j, o..a..e 
Barnes, or any three of them shall have· power to set out lots to all 
the planters belonging to the said plantation, provided that they set 
not their houses too far asunder ; and the great lots to be propor-
tionable to men's estates and charges; and that no man shall have 
his lot confirmed to him before has taken the oath of fidelity." 
These men, however, did nothing to forward the plantation. The 
General Court felt still unwilling to give up all effort to advance 
the growth of the place, as appears by the record of a subsequent 
session : I will recite it, trusting that I shall not be thought too mi-
nute in the early, and most interesting portion of the history of the 
town. It is as follows, viz : 

"27, 8, 1647" (Nov. 7, 1647, N. S.t) "Whereas the Court hath 
formerly granted a plantation at N ashaway unto J Chandler, o.1 
&c. and that ill is dead, Chandler, Walker;, and Davies§ have sig-
nified unto the Court, that since the grant, they have acted 
nothing as undertakers· there, nor laid out any lands, and further 
have made request to the Court to take in the said grant, manifest-
ing their utter unwillingness to be engaged therein, the Court doth 
not think fit to destroy the said plantation, but rather to encourage 
it; only in regard the persons now upon it are so few, and unmeet 
for such a work, ail be taken to procure others, and in the 

*This does away the imputation in Rev. Mr. Harrington's century ser-
mon, that the minister left them by the instigation of such of the proprietors 
as disliked removing, or else by his own aversion to the place. Winthrop 
noted down events day by day, as they occurred. He is distinguished for his 
accuracy. Mr. Harrington's relation probably was derived from tradition in 
town. Winthrop's Jourual remained in manuscript, till 1790, I believe ; of 
course Mr. Harrington had not access to a correct account of the matter, as 
his discourse was preached in 1753. 

t The same probably who distinguished himself in the Pequot war, 1637. 
Mass. Hist. Col. VIII. 147 ; and went against the Nianticks, Hubbard 465, 

and was sent as one of the commissioners to the Dutch in New York. Ibid,547. 
+To speak with more accuracy, the present difference between the Juli-

an and Gregorian year, is twelve days. Before the year 1800, it was eleven 
days. That year by the calendar of Gregory XIII, the intercalary day was 
omitted, making the difference twelve days as 1above stated. :lJefore the cal-
endar was reformed, the year began on the of March, Lady Day, or 
nunciation. 

9 These names I have not met with, excepting in the. above extract from 
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mean time to remain in the Court's power to dispose of the plant-
ing and ordering of it." 

It appears, by what has been related, that many circumstances-
combined to retard the growth of the plantation. All the associ-
ates, excepting Prescott, refused to fulfil their contract, though 
they chose to retain their interest. Linton and Waters* returned 
to Watertown, where I trace them in 1646, and again to Lancaster 
in the spring of 1647. Prescott preceded them, and must be re-
corded as the first permanent inhabitant in Lancaster. This is a 
clear inference from Mr. Harrington, (p. 11.) John Cowdall of 
Boston, in his deed, 5. 8 mo. 1647, of a house and twenty acres of 
]and, at Nashaway, made to Prescott, calls him late of 
\Vatertown. Others soon followed, viz. Sawyer, Atherton, Linton, 
"Waters, &c. 

This is as full a sketch of the history of the plantation, previ-
ous to 1653, as can be obtained after employing no little diligence. 

At that time, the number of families had increased to nine, and 
on the eighteenth of May of the same year, the town was 'incorpo-
rated by the name of Lancaster.t As this was the first town in the 
County, in the order of time, it may not be improper to recite some 
of the provisions of the act of the General Court. '.rhey say, "In 
answer to the petition of the inhabitants of Nashaway, the Court 
find, according to a [Qrmer order of the General Court, in 1647, 
that the ordering of the plantation at Nashaway is wholly in the 
Cqurt's power." 

"Considering that there are already at Nashaway, about nine 
families; and that several, both freemen and others, intend to go 
and settle there, some whereof are named in this petition,t the 
Court doth grant them the liberty of a township, and order that 
henceforth, it shall be - called Lancaster, and shall be in the Coun-
ty of Middlesex." 

The next provision is to "fix the bounds of the town according 
the records of the General Court. I do not feel sure that they belong to Lan-
caster, and on the other hand, have no evidence that they belong to any oth-
er plantation. James Savage, EsCf!. the learned editor of Winthrop, informs 
me, that this notice in the records is claimed for Weston. 

* Lawrence Waters dwelt in Watertown, as far back as 1635. 
tAt this early period there were no formal acts of incorporation: the 

course was as in this instance to grant a plantation the liberty of a township, 
on certain conditions; as making suitable provision for public worship,&c. and 
when these conditions were compli€d with, H full liberty of a township accord-
ing to law," was granted. It is correct, for common purposes, to 
say, that Lancaster was incorporated May 18, 1653, 0. S. 

t This petition, and the are, probably, not in existence. 
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to Sholan's deed, beginning at the wading plac.e, Nashaway river, 
at the passing over to be the centre ; thence runniug five miles 
north, five miles south, five miles east, and three miles west, to be 
surveyed and marliedt by f commissionerS. Six of the inhabitants. 
viz. Edward Breck, Nathaniel Hadlock, W'illiam Kerley, Thomas 
Sawyer, John Prescott, and Ralph Hough to , or any four of them 
whereof the major part k freemen, to be1prudential managers of 
said town, both to see to the allotments of land for planters, in pro-
portion to their estates, and to manage their prudential affairs, till 
the General Court are satisfieu that they have able men, sufficient 
to conduct the affairs of the plantation; to have full liberty 
of a township according to ·And further, it was permitted all 
the old possessors, to remain, provided they took the oath of fidelity. 

The inhabitants were ordered to take care, that a Godly min-
ister be maintained amongst them, that no evil persons, ene-
mies to the laws of this Commonwealth, in judgment or practice, 
be admitted as inhabitants, and none to have lots confirmed to them, 
but such as take the oath of fidelity. 

A similar provision to this last, was common in the incorpora-
tion of other towns, and shows the great importance that was plac-
ed upon religion, and habits of order; that theSJe were conceived 
to lie at the foundation of all good government, that they reached 
the highest, mingled with the humblest, and exercised a controlling 
influence over the whole character of society. The effect of 
these things in past and present times, is a fruitful subject of dis-
cussion,-the effect upon remote generations, permits wide specu-
lation; not however to be indulged in, on the present occasion. 

() 

The act of incorporation concludes, with ordering, that the inhab-
itants remunerate of the first undertakers, as had been at any 
expense in the plantation, "provided they make demand in twelve 
months ; and that the interest of Harmon Garrett, and such others t'l--) 

.. had been at great charge, should be made good in 
allotments of lands; provided tbey improve the same, by building 
and planting within three years after their land is laid out to them . 
Also that the bounds of the town be laid out, in proportion to eight 
miles square." In the fall of 1653, (Nov. 30, 0. S.) the Commit-
tee or selectmen, as they may be called, proceeded in their duties 
of laying out land, and managing the affairs of the town . The first 
division of lands, was between the two branches of the Nashaway 
to the west; and to the east, on what is called the Neck, lying be. 
tween the north branch of the ril'cr, and the principal stl'eam. To 

/ 
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the north branch, they gave the name of North river; the south 
branch only, they called the N ashaway; and the main river, after 
the confluence of the two streams, which is now the N ashaway, 
they named the Penecook. Each portion contained twenty acres 
of upland, besides intervale. On the west, the first lot by which 
all the others on that side were bounded, was laid out to John 
Prescott, at the place I hav·e before mentioned, where Simonds and 
King some years before, built the trucking or trading house; about 
a mile a little to the west of south of the present church. Then in 
regular order towards the north, followed John Moore, John John-
son, Henry Kerley, William Kerley, (his and one purchased 
of Richard Smith,) and John Smith. Next, south of Prescott, was 
the land of Thomas Sawyer. The land on the Neck was divided 
as follows-first, Edward Breck, on the south east corner of the 
neck, and very near the house of l\fr. Davis ·whitman. Then fol-
lowed in order, towards the north, on the same side of the way, 
Richard Linton, ltalph Houghton, (his own Clnd one purchased of 
Prescott,) James Atherton, John White, William LPwis, J olm Lew-
is, son of V\Tilliam, Thomas James, and Edmund Parker. Richard 
Smith's land a triangular piece, apart from the rest, between 
the present church and Sprague bridge. Robert Breck's* land 
was on the west side of the Neck, and from the description, must 
have been in the middle of the town, by the church. 

As soon as the first division of lands was completed, the Inhab· 
itants and others entered into a covenant for themselves, their 
heirs, executors, and assigns, in substance as follows, viz: after 
sundry orders touching the ministry, &c. which will be mentioned 
in the context, they agreed that such of them as were not inhabi-
tants, and who were yet to come up, build, improve, and in-
habit, would by the will of God, come up, to build, plant, and in-
habit," within a year, otherwise to forfeit all they had expended, for-
feit also their land and pay five pounds for the use plantation. 

'.ro keep out all heresies, and discourage the spirit of liti-
gation, they inserted the following article, which I will recite, y-iz: 
"For the better preserving of the purity of religion and ourselves 
from infection of error, we covenant not to distribute allotments, 
or receive into the plantation, as inhabitants any Excommunicant, 
or otherwise profane and scandalous, (known so to be) nor any one 
notoriously erring against the doctrine and discipline of the church-
es, and the· state and Government of this Commonwealth. And for 

,., Edward Breck dwelt in Lancaster awhile. Robert never moved up. 
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the better preserving of peace and love, and yet to keep the rules 
of justice and equity, amongst ourselves, we covenant not to go to 
law* one with another, in actions of debt, or damage, one towards 
another, in name or estate ; but to end all such controversies, 
amongst ourselves, by arbitration, or otherwise, except in cases 
capital or criminal, that some may not go unpunished ; or that the 
matter be above our ability to judge of, and that it be with the con-
sent of the Plantation, or selectmen thereof." 

Each subsc!·iber engaged to pay ten shillings towards the pur-
chase money, due to the Indians, &c. That the population might 
not be too much scattered, the first division of land was marle on 
the principle of equality to rich and poor: but the second, and sub-
sequent divisions, were according to the value of each man's prop-
erty. Every per!'on was put down at ten pounds, and his estate es-
timated according to its value. They reserved to the plantation 
the right of conferring gifts of land on such indiviuuals as they 
might see fit, as occasion might offer. These covenants were sub-
scribed at different times during the few first years, as follows, viz : 

' save that it is agreed, we are not bound to come up 
Edward Breck "I subscribe to this for myself, and for my son Robert, 

Robert Breck, to inhabit within a years time, in our own persons." 

John Prescott, 
William Kerley,( b) 
Thomas Sawyer,( c) 
Ralph Houghton,( d) 

l 
Subscribed first. 

J 
John Whitcomb (e) } 20 9 16 ,.G> 
J no. Whitcomb, Jr. ' mo. o_. 

l\ichard Linton,({) } 
John Johnson,(g) 4, 9 mo. 1654. 
Jeremiah Rogers, 
John Moore,(h) 11, 1 mo. 1653. / 

*Thomas Lechford, the earliest Lawyer in New England, came to Bos-
ton, and resided there from 1637 to 1641. Though he wrote himself of 
"Clement's Inn, in the County of Middlesex, Gentleman," he had but little 
professional business. He seemed to be looked upon ad rather a useless ap-
pendage to society, under the Theocracy. In his "Plain dealing," a rare, 
and curious pamphlet, he observes, that he had but little to do for a 
hood except" to write petty things.n He fell under some censure, returned 
to England, irritated with the colonists, and published his pamphlet, con-
taining, I sincerely many truths. Certainly it is far from deserving 
the bad character, that was attributed to it by our ancestors. There were 
some of the profession in N. E. when this town was incorporated, but they 
were probably not men of much talent or acquirements; else, their names, at 
least, would have reached this day. In 1654, a law was passed, prohibiting 
any usual or common attorney, in any inferior court, from sitting as a dep· 
uty, in the general conrt. 
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} 1 31 mo. 1653. 
John Lewis, ' 
Thoma.s James, 21 1 3 mo. 1653. 
Edmund Parker, } 
Benjamin Twitchell, 1, 8 mo. 1652. 
Anthony N ewton,(J) 
STEPHEN DAY,(k) l 
James Atherton,(l) I 
Henry Kerley,(m) } 15 1 0 1653 Richard Smith,(n) 1 ' m · · 
William Kerley,J r.( o) J 
John Smith,(p) 

W ( ) ? Between March and May, 
Lawrence aters, q S 1653, probably. 
John White,(r) 1 May 1653. 
John Farrar, (s) 24 Se t. 1653. 
Jacob Farrar, S P 
John Houghton, t Se t. 24 1653. 
Samuel Dean, S p ' 
James Draper, } A ril 3 1654. 
Stephen Gates, sen 'r. P ' 
James Whiting Qr Witton,· April 7, 1654. 
Jno. Moore, } 
Edward ·u , April 13, 165L1. 
John l\fansfield, 
John Towers, } 
Richard Dwelley, April 18, 1654. 
Henry Ward, 
John Pierce, } 
W .11 . B'll' 4, 7 mo. 1654·. 1 Iam 1 mgs, 
Richard Sutton, April, 1653. 
Thomas Joslin, } 
N th . 1 J 1. (t) 12, 9 mo. 1654. a an1e os m, 
John H.ugg, 12, 12 mo. 1654. 
JosEPH RowLANDSON,('u) 12, 12 mo. 1654.-
And it is agreed by the town, that he shall have 
.20 acres of upland, and 40 acres of intervale, in 

Pasture. 
John Rigby, 12, 12 mo. 1654. 
John Roper, (v) 22, I mo. 1656. 
John Tinker, (w) Feb. 1, 1657. 
Mordecai McLoad, (x) March l, 1658. 
Jonas Fairbanks,(y) .1\tiarch 7, 1659. 
Hoger Sumner, (z) April 11, 1659. 
Gamaliel Beman, 1\lay 31, 1659. 
Thomas Wilder, (aa) July 1, 1659. 
Daniel Gaines,(bb) March 10, 1660. 
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1654. By the following spring, there were twenty families 
in the place; and the inhabitants feeling competent to manage 
heir own affairs, presented a petition to the General Court, that 

NOTES TO THE FOREGOING LIST OF NAMES. 

_(a) The Brecks were probably of Dorchester. The Rev. Robert Breck of 
Marlborough, a clergymen, who died Jan. 7, 1731, ;pay have 
he en of this race. 'fhere were Brecl<s, early in Boston. John Dunton in his 

Life and errors" 1686, speaks of Madam Brick (Breck) as the flower of 
Boston," for beauty. 2 Mass. Hist. Col. ll. 108. 

(b) William Kerh:y, senior, wall from Sudbury; 1 find him there,in Nov. 1652. 
Afttr the death of his wife,Ann, .in :v.Iarch, 1658, he married Brjdget Rowland-
son, the mother, l think, ofthe Rev. Mr. Rowlandson, She died 
is..June!'Tr.662. 1-Ns son William, J31'a€al3ly lhe }ennef', married Rebecca 
Joslin, widow of Thomas Joslin, May, 1664. Ile died i/J J uly';+l670. He was 
one of the proprietors of Marlboro' in 1660. I find many years after, this 
name spelt Carley. 

(c)'l'homas and Mary Sawyer, had divers children, viz:-Thomas born 
1649, and was" married to Sarah, his wife, Oct!1 1670.-Mary, their daughter, 
born Jan. 7,1672 (N.S.)-Ephraim, born Jan. 7,1651, (N.S.) killed hy the In-
<lians, at Prescotts' garrison, Feb. 1676.-l.Vlary, born Jan. (N.S.)-
.Elizabeth, born Jan. 7, 1654, (N.o. )-Joshua, born (N.S.)-
James, born March, 1657, (N.S.)-Caleb, b.orn April, 1659,(N.S.)-John, born 
April!" 1661, (N.S.)-Nathanieh born (N.S.) Thomas, I think the 
father, was again married Nov. 167.2. 

From this stock there are numerous descendants in Lancaster, Sterling, 
Bolton, &c. 

(d)Ra1ph Houghton came to this counh·y not long before the town wa3 in· 
corporated, in company with his John Houghton,father of John Hough-
ton Esq. usually called Justice Houghton, who will be mentioned more partic-
ularly by and by. Ralph, and John, senior, first lived in Watertown; Ralph 
early moved to Lancaster. John probably came up at the same time. When 
the town was destroyed, in 1676, they went to Woburn, where they lived till 
the town was rebuilt. Ralph was clerk ot· .recorder as early as1656 and for 
many and was quite a skillful penman. A single leaf of the original 
volume of Records in his hand writing, is in exislence. It was found amongst 
the papers of the late Hezekiah Gates. 

(e) Died, 
(!)Linton was of Waterto\vn in 1646. He died, March, 1665. George Ben-

nett, who was killed by the Indians, Aug. 22, 1675, was his grandson. 
(g)One of the same name is mentioned as one of the proprietors of Marlbor-

ough, 1657. 
(h)John Moore was of Sudbury in 1649. Married John Smith's daughter, 

Anna, Nov. 1654, and left a son, John, born 166.2, and other children • . 
(.i) Wm. Lewis, was probably of Cambridge, He died, Dec. 1671. 
(j) One of that name, and I suppose the same person, was a member of 

Dorchester Church, in April, 1678, and was dismissed with others, to form a 
church in Milton. This was while Lancaster remained uninhabited, after its 
destruction, by the Indians. 1 Mass. Hist. Col. IX. 194. 

' (k) An account of Day will be found in a preceding note. 
(l) Of his children, were James, born 13 May, 1654.-Joshua, 13 May, 

1656.-His wife's name was Hannah. 
(m) Henry Kerley musl have been the son of William Kerley, senior. He 

married Elizabeth White, sister to Mrs. Rowlandson, Nov. 1654. His chil-
dren were, Ht::nry, born Jan. 1658, Jan. 1659, (N.S.) 
and killed by the Indians at the destruction of the July, 

4 
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the power, which was given to the six individuals, the year before, 
to manage the affairs of the town, might be transferred to the town, 
and the inhabitants in general ; one of the six being dead, another 
having removed, and some of the remainder bemg Jesirous to re-

NOTES TO PAGE .280. 
1663-Mary, Oct. 1666.-Joseph, March, 1669, and killed with William.-
Martha, 1672.-Henry, the son, married £Iizabeth How, in Charlestown, 
April, 1676, where they probably retreate< , after the town wa!! laid waste.-
The Kerleys did not return after the re-settlement,it would seem ; but went to 
Marlborough where Capt. Kerley owned land. In the pamphlet entitled 
"Revolution in New England justified," printed 1691, he gives his deposi-
tion relating to Sir Edmund Andros:;' passing through that town in 1688, who 
demanded of Kerley " by what 6rder they garrisonf'd and fortified their hous-
es." Kerley was then 57 years old. The onf' mentioned by Rev. Mr. Allen, in 
his sketch of Northborough, (ante p. 154) was probably Henry, the son.-
There is a tradition of Capt. Kerley, who married Mrs . Rowlandson's sister; 
that he bad sundry little passages with a damsel, in the way of differencf:s. 
On of th t>se occasions, after they were published, he pulled up the post, 
on which the publishment, as it is called, was placed, and cast it into the riv-
er; but, like all true lovers, they soon healed up their quarrels, and were 
married. 

(n)'T'hP. name ofSmith was early, so common that I cannot trace individu-
als of the name. 

(o)A son, I think, of vVm. Kerley, Senr. He was of Sudbury, in 1652. One 
of the same name was of Surlbury, in 1672, and of Cambridge, in 1683. 

(p) John Smith died, July, 1669. 
was of Watertown. 1635-1638-1646, married Annf, daughter 

of Richard Linton. His children were, Joseph, Jacob, Rachel and Ephraim. 
(r) l here were some threP. or four of this name, early in New England. 

This or> e probably came from Weymouth. In March, 1658, at a meeting of 
the town, all the orders of the Selectmen passed, except that of Goodman 
White,. was rejected •4 because he feared not to speak in his own cause." 

(s)Killf'd by the Indians, Hf'T5. His grandchildren, Jacob, 
George, John and Hen7, lived iq Concord. They sold all their grandfather's 
land in Lancaster, to their uncle, John Houg-hton, Esq. Oct. 1697. 

(t)He had a son Nathaniel, born June, 1658. 
(u) What is known of Rev. Mr. Rowlandson and family, will be related in 

the sequel. 
( v)Roper was killed by the Indians, six weeks after the attack of Feb. 1676, 

and the very Clay that the inhabitants withdrew from town. 
(w)I find master John Tinker's name in Boston records, in 1652. He was 

Clerk and Selectman for sometime, and his chirography was very neat. In 
1659, h e moved to" Pequid." 

(x)He was with his wife, and two children, Aug. 22, 1675, by the 
Indians. 

(y) Jonas Fairbanks was killed by thP Indians. when they destroyed the 
the town, in Feb. 1676. His son Joshua, born April, 1661, was killed at the 
same time. 

(s)" 1660, Aug. 26. Roger Sumner was dismissed, that with other christ-
ians, at Laucaster, a Church mif!ht be begun then· ." Church records of Dor-
chester, 1 Hist. Col. IX. 192. He ·nar rif! fl a daughter of Thomas Jos-
lin; as I find he is called son-in-law to the wit.low Rebecca Joslin, who wa1 
wife to Thomas. 

(aa) He sptlt his name, "vVyelder :" further accounts of this family, will 
be_, found in the sequel. 

(bb)Killed by the Indians, Feb. 1676. 
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linquish their power.* They further requested, that the Court 
would appoint some one or more to lay out the bounds of the town. 
They say, they shall be well satisfied, if the Court will grant seven 
men out of ten, whose names they mention, to order their munici-
pal concerns ; and that afterwards, it shall be lawful to make their 
own elections, &c. This petition was signed by the townsmen, to 
whom the General Court on the lOth of May, 1654, returned a fa-
vourable answer, granting them the full liberties of a township, 
and appointed Lieut. Goodnough,t and Thomas Danforth, a com-
mittee to lay out the bounds. I cannot find that any survey was 
made in pursuance of this order, nor, at any time, till1659, as will 
be mentioned below. 

The first town meeting on record, was held, in the summer of 
1654, probably soon after the petition, I have just mentioned, was 
granted. The doings of the Committee were then confirmed and 
at a subsequf:'nt meeting, which is not dated, but must have been 
early in 1655, it was voted not to take into the town above thirty 
five families: and the names of twenty five individuals are signed, 
who are to be considere-d as townsmen. They are as follows, viz. 
Edward Breck, Master Joseph Rowlandson, John Prescott, William 
Kerley, senior{. Ralph Houghton, Thomas Sawyer, John Whitcomb, 
and John \Vhttcomb, Jr. Richard Linton, John Johnson, John 
Moore, ·william, and John Thomas James, Edmund Parker, 
James Atherton, Henry Kerley, Richard Smith, William Kerley, Jr. 
John Smith, Lawrence Waters, John White, John, and Jacob Far-
rar, John Rugg. Many of these names still abound in Lancaster and 
the vicinity. 
· · The first highway, out of town, was probably laid out in 1653, 

according to the direction of the General Court, from Lancaster to 
Sudbury ; and for many years this was the principal route to Bos-
ton. 

A highway to Concord, was laid out in the spring of 1656. It 
commenced" near Prescotts', in what is now called New Boston, 
thence by the then parsonage, which was a little N. E. of Rev. Dr. 
Thayer's, and over the river some 15 or 20 rods above the present 
bridge, then passing over the south end of the neck, and crossing 
Penecook river,t in the general direction of the travelled road, till 

*Nathaniel Hadlock and Edward Breck. Hadlock was the one that died. 
t Goodinow, as Johnson spells it, was of Sudbury. 2. Mass. Hist. Col. 

VII. 55. For Danforth, see note, post. 
:t: It crossed at the wading place of the Penecook, to the east of what waa 

afterwards called the Neck bridge. 
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within a few years, and extending over Wataquodoc hill in Bolton. 
This road, I find afterwards in the proprietor's books as beginning 
at Wataquodoc hill, passing the Penecook, and North Rivers, by 
''Master Rowlandson's house, and fenced, marked, and staked up to 
Goodman Prescotts' rye field; and so between John Moore's lot 
and across the brook, &c.-and so all the lots into the 
woods." The present roads on the east and west side of the neck, 
were probably laid out as early as 1654. The latter extended as 
far to the N. vV. Quassaponiken. 

In 1657, the good people of Nashaway, found that they were 
unable to manage their town affairs satisfactorily to themselves, in 
public town meetings, "by reason," they say, " of many inconven-
iences, and incumbrances, which l\'e find that way; nor by select 
men by reason of the scarcity of freetmen,* being but three in 
number." It therefore repented them of the former p.etition, 
which I have mentioned, and they besought the General Court, to 
appoint a committee, (to use the language of the request) "to put 
us into such a way of order, as we are capable of, or any other 
¥ay which the Honored Court may judge safest and best, &c. till 

the committee make return that the town is able to manage its 
own affairs." This request was granted, May 6th, of the same year, 
and Messrs. Simon Willard,t Edward J ohnson,t and Thomas Dan-
forth§ were appointed commissioners. 

*'At the first session of the General Court, in the colony of Massachusetts, 
!\1ay, 1631, it was ordered H that no man should be admitted to the freedom 
of this Commonwealth, but such as are me!llbers of some of the churches, 
within the limits of this jurisdiction." And this was the law till1664. None 
but freemen were allowed· to hold any office. 

t Major Willard came to this country from the County of Kent,"'"' 
the same time, I think, with the Rev. Peter Bulkley, a di;,tinguished 

clergyman of Concord. He was one of the original purchasers from the In-
dians of Musketaquid, afterwards called Concord. He resided there many 
years. The town was incorporated, Sept. 1635, and he was the d9puty or 
Representative from the spring following, till 1654, with the omission only of 
one year. In 1654, he was c)l.osen one of the Court of Assistants, and was 
annually re-chosen till the time of his death. He died in Charlestown, April 
24, (0. S.) 1676. This Court was the upper branch of the General Court, 
the Court of Probate, a Comt for Capital and other trials of importance ; and 
with power to hear petitions, decree divorces, &c. The members, were 
magistrates throughout the Colony, and held the County Courts, the powers of 
which extended to all civil cauEes, and criminal, excepting life, member, 
be.nishment and divorces. 

:j: Johnson was of Woburn, and came from the County of Kent. He was 
the author of" Wonder working Providence of Zion's Savior, in New Eng-
land;" a very singular, curious, and enthusiastic work. 

p Danforth lived in Cambridge. He was distinguished in the early his-
t_ory of Massachusetts; some time one of the assistants, and Deputy Governor. 
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Tl\ese Commissioners were instructed to hear and determine 
the several differences and grievances which " obstruct the pre!i!-
ent and future good of the town" &c. and were to continue in of-
fice till they could report the town to be of sufficient aLility t<r 
manage its own <l.ffairs. 

The Commissioners appointed in September of the same year, 
were, master John Tinker, Wm. Kerley, sen'r, Jno. Ralpl1 
Houghton, and Thomas Sawyer, to superintend the municipal con-
cerns with power to make all necessary rates and levies, to erect 
" a meeting house, pound AAd three things that were then 
as necessary to constitute a as, according to Knickerbocker, 
a "meeting house, tavern and blacksmith's shop" are, at the pres-
ent day. None were to be permitted to take up their residence 
in town, or be entertained therein, unless by consent of the select-
men, and any coming tvithout such consent, on record, and persons 
entertaining· them, were each subject to a penalty of twenty shil-
lings per month. However much we may be inclined to smile at 
the last regulation, something of the kind probably was necessary 
in the early state of society, and especially in so remote a planta-
tion as that of to exclude the idle and unprincipled; not 
only strong hands.but stout hearts, sobriety of character, and pa-
triotism, properly so called, were needed to sustain and advance 
the interest of the town. Vicious persons would be disorderly; 
the situation was critical, the danger of giving provocation to the 
Indians would be incre'ased, and it would require but a slight mat-
ter to destroy the settlement. The commissioners. directed fur-
ther, that lands should be reserved for " the accommodation and 
encouragement of five or six able men, to take up their residence 
in the town." 

Early attention was paid by the town. to its water privileges. 
In Nov. 1653, John Prescott received a grant of land of the inhab-
itants, on condition that he wo.ulcl build a corn mill." Bv a mem-y_Of"?, r 40 t w 

orandum in Middlesex Records, H appears, that he finished the 
mill and began to grind corn, the following spring, 3 mo. 1654. 
A saw mill followed in a few years, according to the records of the 
proprietaries; where I find that'' in November 1658, &.t a training, 
a motion was made by Goodman Prescott, about setting up a saw 

He was one of the few who dared to oppose openly, the witchcraft delusion. 
Gov. Bradstreet, President Increase Mather, and Sumuel Willard, son of Ma-
jor W. minister in Boston, and afterwaPds V. Pres. of the College, were alq 
most the only lead!ng men who withstood the mighty torrent. 



HISTORY OF LANCASTER. 

mill; and the town voted that if he should erect one, he should have 
the grant of certain priveleges, and a large tract of land lying near 
his mill for him and his posterity forever; and to be more exactly 
recorded, when exactly known." 

In consideration ofthese provisions, Goodman Prescott forthwith 
erected his mill. '!'his was on the spot, where the Lancaster Cot-
ton Manufacturing Company have extensive and profitable works 
under the superintendence of Messrs. Poignand & Plant. l mention 
these mills, the more particularly, as they were many years before 
any of the l<ind in the present County of Worcester. People came 
from Sudbury to Prescotts' grist mill. The stone of this mill was 
brought from England, and is now in the vicinity of the Factory*, in 
fragments·. 

There were no bridges in town till 16b9. In January of that 
year (3. 11 mo. 1658) it is recorded that "the Selectmen ordered 
for the bridges over Nashaway and North river, that they that are 
on the neck of land do make a cart bridge over the porth rivert by 
Goodman Water"s? and they on the south end, do make a cart bridge 
over N ashaway about the wading placet at their own expense." 

These two bridges were supported in thi5 way, eleven years. 
"""t:W" In February 1670, it was voted, that the bridges"should be a town 

charge from the second day of that month, (1669, 0. S.) only, it 
was ordered, that if the town should think it " for the safety of 
north bridge, that the cages be put down, that then they shall ue 
!let down upon theN eck's charge, the first convenient opportunity." 
There is reason to believe that no bridge was built over the Penc-
cook, or Main river, till after the re-settlement of the town in 1679 
and 80.§ The "Great bridge by the :inight pasture," (the £arne as 
the Neck bridge,) a little to the east of the present centre bridge 
is spoken of ·in 1729, and a vote was passed in to repair this 
bridge. 'l'he road that I have before mentioned from Bolton, across 
the Penecook, and "staked up to Goodman Prescott's ryQ fielcl," 
was laid out in the spring of 1656. But I assert with confidence, 
that no bridge was there as early as 1671. From 1671 to 1675, it 
is by no means probable that the inhabitants were in a -situation to 

* This rests on information received from Mr. Jonathan Wilder, of this 
town, a high authority in traditionary lore. Mrs. Wilder is a descendant, in 
direct line from John Prescott. 

t This was near the residence of the late Judge Sprague. 
:I: This was on the south branch, near the present mill bridge. 
J The remark, relative to the bridge in the first volume of Worcester 

Magazine, p. in note, ie incorrect. 
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suppert three bridges,* and after that time, Metacor;net's war left 
neither opportunity nor means, to pay attention to any thing but 
self-defen<;e. t 

1658. Selectmen met in January following their appoint-
ment, and ordered the inhabitants to bring in a perfect list of their 
lands-the quality, quantity, bounds, &c. that they might be re-
corded, to prevent future differences, by reason of mistake or for-
getfulness. In the course of the year, finding their authority in-
sufficient to manage the municiral concerns of the town, they pre-
sented a petition to the commissioners, in which they say " the 
Lord has succeeded our endeavors to the "settling," we hope, or 
Master Rowlandson amongst us, and the town is,in some sort,at least, 
in a good preparative to after peace ; yet it is hard to repel the 
" boilings and breakings forth" of some persons, difficult to please, 
and some petty differences will arise amongst us, provide what we 
can to the contrary," and that unless they have further power giv-
en them, what they possess is a "sword tool, and no edge." 

The Commissioners, then in Boston, explained-_to the Select-
men the extent of their powers, and authorized them to impose 
-penalties in certain cases, for breach of orders, to make divisions of 
land, to appoint persons to hear and end small causes, under forty 
shillings, and present them to the County Court for allowance, &c. 
This increase of power, probably answered the purpose, so long as 
the management of affairs to the Commissioners, and till 
it returned to the inhabitants of the town, at their general meet-
ings. 

As was before observed, although a committee had been ap-
pointed for that purpose some years before, it does not appear that 
the boundaries of the town were surveyed and rnarl{ed before 
1659. At that time, Thomas Noyes was appointed to that service, 
by the General Court, and the selectmen voted that when ''Ensign 
Noyes comes to lay out the bounds, Goodman Prescott do go with 
him to mark the bounds, and Job Whitcomb, and young Jacob Far-
rar, to carry the chain," &c. provided " that a barg·ain be first 
made between him and the selectmen, in behalf of the town, for 
his art and pains." Noyes made his return 7th April, of that year 

*There was a wading place over the Penecook.--See note ante. 
t Since the abo,·e was written, I have ascertained satisfactorily, that the 

Neck bridge was built, 1718. The vote to build, was March 10, 1718--aud 
to be finished by the first of August following. In the vote, it was ordered, 
"that the bridge have five trussells, and to be a foot higher than before." It 
would seem then, that this wa-a not the first bridge over the priacipal stream . 
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as follows, viz.: beginning at the wading place of Nashaway* river, 
thence running a line three miles in length, N. W. one degree 
'Vest, and from that point drawing a perpendicular line five miles, 
N. N. East, one degree North, and another one degree 
South. At the end of the ten miles, making angles, and run-
ning at the north end, a line of eight miles, and at the south, six 
miles and a half, in the direction E. S. East, one degree East, then 

, , connecting the extremes of these two lines, finished the fourth side, 
,;tuJ..r(A.(Gt-J · 

a. makmg in shape a Four miles of the S. East part of the '2t¥ line, bounded on Whipsufferaget plcmtation, that was granted to Sud-
a.ftt" • .7'"" bury, now included in Berlin, Bolton and Marlborough. The re-

turn of Mr. Noyes was accepted by the Court, provided a farm of 
six hundred and forty acres be laid out within the bounds, for the 
Country's use, in some place not already appropriated.t 

The town, which for a ·number of years, bad labored under the 
many disadvantages incident to new plantations, increased, perhaps, 
by being quite remote from other settlements, now began to acquire 
somewhat of municipal weight anJ importance. It was becoming a 
place, to which the enterprising colonists were attracted by ils nat-
ural beauties, its uncommon facility of cultivation, and by the mild 
and iriendly character of the natives in the vicinity. The select-
men, therefore, in July, 1659, found it necessary to repeal the fool-
ish order of 1654, by which the number of families 'vas limited 
to 35. Their eyes being opened, they conceived it to be most for 
the good of the. town, ''that so many Inhabitants be admitted, as 
may be meetly accommodated, proviileu they are such, as are ac-
ceptable ; and that admittance be granted to so many, as shall stand 
with the description of the selectmen, and are worthy of acceptance 
according to the Commissio"'Ilary acceptance." 

1G63, the town also began to feel sufficient strength to regulate 
the affairs of the Corporation by regular town meetings. The se-
lectmen were willing, and in a letter expressed to the town " that 
there was not such a loving concurrence as they co1Ild desire,,, in 
their proceedings, and go on to obse!'ve, that if their labors in en-
deavoring to procure the town liberty to choose its own officers be 

*This it will be recollected was the South branch, and near the present 
mill bridge by Samuel Carter's mills. The main stream was invariably c.alled 
Penecook. --

t This is the English name. Rev. Mr. Allen, in his sketch of Northbor-
ough, in which he discovers the true spirit of the 11.ntiq uary 1 says, that the In-
dian word is Whippsuppenike. See Worcester Magazine forJuly,1826, P· 134. 

:j: The tradition is, that it was laid out in the south part of the town, and i'll-
<.;]Gded a very poor tract of land. 
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of use they desire to bless God for it; but if not, they desire not to 
create trouble to themselves, and grief for their loving brethren 
and neighbors," &c. &c. The town confirmed the doings of the se-
lectmen, and petitioned the Commissioners early in the year 1665, 
to restore the full privileges to the town. The answer of the . 
Commissioners is, in part, as follows-
" Gentlemen and loving friends. 

"We do with much thankfulness to the Lord acknowledge his fa-
vor to yourselves, and not only to you, but to all that delight in the 
prosperity of God's people, and children, in your loving compliance 
together; that this may he continued is our earnest desire, and 
shall be our prayer to God. And wherein we may in our capacity, 
contribute thereto, we do account it our duty to the Lord, and to-
you, and for that end, do fully concur, and consent to your proposals, 
for the ratifying of what is., and for liberty among yourselves, observ-
ing the laws and the directions of the Geaeral Court, for the elec .. 
tion of your selectmen for the future." 

SIMON WILLARD, 

THOMAS DANFORTH, 

EDWARD JOHNSON. 

·•· Dated, 8th 1 mo. 1664\" 
The town was soon after relieyed from the inconveniences and 

embarrassments of having its affairs directed by gentlemen residing 
at a distance, and, in future, sustained its new duties, without further 
assistance from the General Court. 

A highway was soon after laid out to Groton, passing over the 
intervale to Still river hill , in Harvard, thence to Groton in a very 
circuitous course. 

In order was passed establishing the first Monday in 
February, at ten o'clock A. M. for the annual town meetings, and 
obliging every inhabitant, to attend, under penalty of two shillings 
unless having a good excuse. The limitP.d population, rendered 

the sanction of all qualified persons, to the municipal pro-
ceedings. 

The affairs of the town seem to have proceeded with tolerable 
quiet for more than twenty years from the first settlement, till 1674. 
'1-,he population had increased quite rapidly and was spread over 
large part of the township. The Indians were inclined to peace, 
and, in various ways, were of service to the Inhabitants. But this 
happy state of things was not destined to continue. The day of 
cleep and long continued distress was at hand. The native.s wit_h 

5 
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whom they had lived on terms of mutual good will, were soon to 
become their bitter enemies: desolation was to spread over the fair 
inheritance: fire and the tomahawk, torture and death, were soon 
to be busy in annihilating all the comforts of domestic life. 

The tribe of theN ashaways, when the country was first settled, 
was under the chief Sachem of the Massachusetts. Gookin, who 
wrote in 1674, says, "they have been a great people in former 
times; but of late years have been consumed by the Maquas* wars, 
and other ways, and are now not above fifteen or sixteen families.t" 
He probably referred to the setttlement at Washacum alone.-
There were Indians in various parts of the town at that time; in 
fact so large a part of the trihe, as would, perhaps, swell the whole 
number to twenty five or thirty families, or from one hundred and 
fifty, to one hundred and eighty persons. This miserable remnant, 
that was rapidly wasting way by intemperance, which, at this day, 

its thousands, was under the influence of the master spirit, 
Phiiip. Whilst Gookin, with Wattasacompanum, ruler o the Nip-
mucks, w11s at Pakachoog, in Sept. 1674, he sent Jeth rot of Natick, 
one of the most di'3tioguished of the converted Indians, vho, in gen-
eral, made but sorry o;hristians, to Nashaway, to preach to his cvun-
trymen, whom Eliot One of the tribe happened 
to he present at the Court, and declared "that he was desirously 
will ing as well as some other of his people to pray to God: but 
that there were sundry of that people very wicked, and much ad-
dicted tn and thereby many disorders were co ·omitted 
amongst them;" and he intreated Gookin to put forth his power, to 
suppress this vice. He was asked, "whether he would take upon 
him the office of constable, and receive power to apprehend drunk-
ards, and take away their strength from them, and bring the de-
linquents before the court to receive punishment." Probably ap-
prehending some difficulty from his brethren, if he should accept 
the appointment at the time, he answered, "that he would first 
speak with his friends, and if they chose him, and strengthened his 
hand in the work, he would come for a black staff and power." 

It is not known that Jethro's exhortations produced any effect. 
* A fierce tribe residing about fifty miles beyond Albany and towards the 

lakes. 
t 1 Mass. Hist. Col. I. 193. 
+Gookin gave Jethro a letter directed to the Indians, exhorting them to 

keep the sabbath and to abstairi from drunkenness, powowing, &c. At this 
time and for many years after Gookin was superintendant of all the Indians 
under the government 
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The conspiracy that in the following summer lighted up the flames 
of war, was secretly spreading, and but little opportunity existed, 
to improve the condition of the N ashaways. At thts time, Saga-
more Shoshanim* was at the head of the tribe. He it 
appears, a hostile feeling, and a vindictive spirit against the Eugtish. 
He joined heart ami. hand in the measures of Philip. He probably 
engaged early in the war, and took an active part in the attack 
upon his fo1n1er friends. James · Q,uanapaug, who was sent out by 
the English, as a spy, in Jan. 1676, (N. S.) relates that Shoshanim 
was out with the hostile Indians in the neighborhood of Menuimes-
seg, about 20 miles north of the Connecticut path. Robert Pepper 
was his prisoner. Philip was in the neighborhood of Fort Atirania, 
(Albany) and was probably on his return to Mennimesseg. This 
circumstance, taken in connection with ilie positive declaration of 
Rev. Mr. Harrington, in his Century Sermon, and the frequent men-
tion ma+.;.J! him by Mrs. Rowlandson, shows pretty conclusively • 
that he powerful force that overwhelmed Lancaste!'. I 
find in a scarce pamphlet, entitled a "Brief and true Narrative ot 
the late wars risen inN ew England," printed late in 167 5, that the 
report was current, that Philip had " fled to the French at Canada 
for succor." And Cotton Mather says, that the French from 
Canada sent recruits to aid in the war. Philip probably returned 
early in the winter with the recruits. Whiist Q,uanapaug was at 
Mennimesseg, one eyed J ohn,t (an Indian every whit,) told him that 
in about twenty days from the Wednesday preceding, ''they were 
to fall upon Lancaster, Groton, Marlborough, Sudbury, and Med-
field, and that the first thing they would do, would be to cut down 
Lancaster bridge, so as to hinder the flight of Iuhabitants, and 
prevent assistance from coming to them."+ The war broke out in 
June, 1675, by an attack upon Swansey, as I should have stated be-
fore. On the 22nd day of August, the same summer, eight persons 
were killed in Lancaster.§ On the lOth (0. S.) of February fol-
lowing, early in the morning, the Wamponoags, led by Philip, ac-
companied by the N arrhagansetts, his allies, and also by the Nip-

*Sam was his name in the vernacular. He succeeded Matthew, who, as 
Mr. Harrington relates, always conducted himself well towards the English, 
as did his predecessor, Sbolan. Shosbamig, after the war, was executed at 
Boston. See post. · 

t Or John Monoco. 
:t I. Mass. Hist. Col. I. 206, 207 and 208. 
§George Bennett, a grandson of Richard Linton; William Flagg; Jacob 

Joseph Wheeler; Mord-.cai McLoad, bis wife, and twe 
II • f 

.· . 
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mucs and Nashaways, whom his artful eloquence had persuaded to 
join with him, made a desperate attack uvon Lancaster. His forcd 
es consisted of 1500* men, who invested the town" in five distinct 
bodies and places. "t There were at that time more than fifty fam· 
ilies in Lancaster. After killing a number of persons in different 
parts of the town, they directed their course to the houset of Mr. 

the clergyman of the place. The house was pleasant-
1y situated on the brow of a small hill, commanding a fine view of 
the valley of the north branch of the river, and the ampitheatre of 
hills to the west, north and ea!'t. It was filled with soldiers and in-
habitants to the number of forty two, and was guarded only in front, 
not like the other garrisons, with fiankf!rs at the opposite angles.§-
" Q,uickly" says Mrs. Rowlandson · '' it was the dolefullest day that 
ever mine eyes saw." The house was defended with determined 
bravery upwards of two hours. The enemy, after several unsuc-
cessful attempts to set fire to the filled a cart com-

matter, and approached in the rear, where there was no 
fortification. In this way, the bouse was soon enveloped in flames. 
The inhabitants finding further resistance useless were compelled 
at length to surrender, to avoid perishing in the ruins of the build-
ing.ll No other garrisoiJ was destroyed but that of Mr. Rowland-
son. One man only escaped.** The rest were 
either put to death on the spot, or were for torture. Of 

*Hutchinson says several hundred. I have taken the number given by 
Mr. Harrington, who says it was confessed by the Indians themselves after 
the peace. 

t I can ascertain but three of these places, viz. Wheeler's garrison, at 
Wataquodoc hill, now S. West part of Bolton. Ht:r·e they killed Jonas and 
Joshua Fairbanks and Richard Wheeler. Wheeler had been in town about 
15 years. The second was garrison, near Poignard & Plant's Man-
ufactory. Ephraim Sawyer was killed here; and Henry Farrar and (John?) 
Ball and his wile in uther places. The third was Mr. Rowlandson's. 

i This house was about one third of a ,mile south west of the Church.-
The cPllar was filll:"d up only a few years since. Where the garden was, are 
a number of very aged trees, more or less decayed. These, I doubt not, date 

- back to the time of Mr. Rowlandson. 
§ So says Harrington. But Hubbard relates that the "fortification was 

on the back side of the building, but covered up with fire wood, and the In-
dians got near and burnt a leanto." Edition 1677. 

II On the authority of Hubbard, I state, that the Indians destroyed about 
one half of the buildings. 

**Ephraim Roper • 
.j.t Ensign Divoll, Abraham Joslin, Daniel Gains, Thomas Rowlandson, 

, William and Joseph Kerley, John McLoad, John Kettle ap.d two sons, Josiah 
Divoll. Instead of giving the twelfth name, Mr. Harrington puts down 

ttc., The name therefore must rest, in nubibus. . 

.. 
(J'J '1 L Cl.'U-1. tc.-

· , ·, , • ,., 1 
. f:-tlh'<-- ,- ··u) 
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the slain, Thomas Rowlandson was brother to the clergyman; Mrs. 
Kerley was wife of Capt. Henry KerlE>y, and sister to Mrs. Rowland-
son;* Wm. Kerley, Jr. I may have b_een Henry's brother, and 
Joseph his not venture, however, tl) give this as a hi_stor-
ical fact. Mrs. Dr-e-w,t another sister, was of the captives. Mrs. Ker-
ley, and Ephraim Roper's wife were killed in attempting· to escape. 

Different accounts vary in the number of the slain, and the cap-
tives. At least there were fifty persons, and one writer says, fifty 
ti ve.t Nearly half of these suffered death.§ No less than seven-
teen of the Rev. Mr. Rowlandson's family, and connexions, were put 
to death or taken prisoners. He, at that time, with Capt. Kerley, 

was at Boston soliciting military aid from Gov. Lev-
erett and the council. The anguish they felt on their return, is 
not to be described. Their dwellings had been destroyed: the 
wife of one was buried in the ruins, the wives of the two others, 
were in the power of the savages, threading their way, through the 
trackless forest in the midst of winter; with no comforts to supply 
their necessities, no friends to cheer them, and nothing but the un-
mingled dread of a hopeless captivity in prospect. Mrs. Rowland-
son was taken by a N arrhagansett Indian, and sold to Quannopin, a 
Sagamore, and connected with Philip by marriage; their squaws be-
ing sisters. Mrs. Rowlandson's sister, was taken, it would seem by 
Shoshanim.ll 

r 
I 
) 

*Mrs. Rowlandson was Mary, daughter of Mr. White, probably John 
White, who was the richest man in town in 1653. Henry Kerley married . :; 
Elizabeth. £.-. 4,·1", J.-j a_._._,_.J... _ 

t This is inserted on the authority of" News from New-England:" 1>-f Z) IA.tt-<.L, -
pamphlet relating to Philip's war, published in 1676. I have not met with the 
name elsewhere. )S., "Zro.. J__ . 

:J:" News from New Eoo-land." lZ....v-. ':J-./f.R-tJ -1 
b " . etu.. ot xu.o 

§Abraham Joslin's wife was a capt e. In the neigtlborhood ofPayquaoge 
(Miller's river,) being near the time of her confinement, the Indians became 
enraged at her frequent solicitations for liberty to rt:turn home,and cast her in-
to the flames with a young child in · her arms, two years old.· Of those of the 
Nashaway tribe of Indians who survived the war, a rart moved to Albany, 
and the rest to Penecook, one of the New Hampshire tribes; with this tribe 
they incorporated. There have been Indians residing in town, within the 
memory of some of the present inhabitants; they were wanderers from other 
places, and not descendents of the Nashaways. 

II Mrs. Rowlandson during her captivity was separated f1·om her sister.-
At one time when they were near, the Indian, Mrs. Drew's master, would not 
suffer her to visit Mrs . Rowlandson, and the latter in her "removes" remarks 
with much apparent comfort, that "the Lord requited many of their ill do-
ings, for this Indian. was hanged afterwards at Boston." was Sept. 26, 
1676. The Sagamore ofQuoboag, and old Jethro, were executed at the same 
tirne, at t.he town's end. Hubbard, Edition 1677. 

ed. 
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The Indians made great plunder in various parts of the to''o,:o. 
They were forced, however, to retreat on the appearance of Capt. ' 
Wadsworth,* who, hearing of the distressed situation of the town, 
immediately marched from Marlborough, where he was stationed, 
with forty men. The Indians had removed the planks from the 
bridge to prevent the passage of horsemen, the river at the time 
being swollen, and had prepared an ambush for the foot sol-
<Hers, but fortunately withdrew from that spot, before the arrival 
of the soldiers. vVadsworth stationed his men in different parts of 
the town, and remained there for some days. Before his depar-
ture, he lost one of his men, George Harrington, by the Indians. 

But the alarm of the Inhabitants was so great, and such w· s the 
general insecurity of the border towns, in the then unsettled state 
of the Country, that wheo. the troops withdrew, about six weeks af-
terwards, the rest of the inhabitants left under their protection, af-
ter destroying all the houses, but two.t The return of peace on 
the death of Philip, in August, 1676, did ·!lot restore their courage 
and confidence. For more than three years, Lancaster remained 
without an inhabitant. In Oct. 1679, a committee was appointed 
by the County Court, under a law then in force, to rebuild the town.t 
It is probable that the resettlement took place in the spring of 
1680.§ No record exists by wh1ch the precise time or mode can 
be discovered. Some interest naturally attaches to this era, as the 
whole work of building up the town was to be again undertaken. 
Some of the first planters, or their children, who were still living, re-
turned accompanied by others. Of the former, were the Prescotts, 
Houghtons, Sawyers, Wilders, &c. The Carters, a name cow 

*Capt. Samuel ·wadsworth of Mi.Hon, a brave soldier and valuable man· 
. He was killed on the 18th of April following, in a severe battle with the In-

dians at Sudbury. A monument over his grave, on the spot where be fell, 
was erected by his son, Rev. President Wadsworth of Harvard College. 

t The house of public worship, was not destroyed by the Indians at this 
time. The French, according to James Quanapaug, before the commencement 
of the winter campaign " bid them th.at they should not destroy meeting hous-
es, for there, God was worshipped." John Roper was killed the very day 
that the Inhabitants withdrew. 

· +Oct. 7, 1679. The committee consisted of Capt. Thomas Prentice, 
Deacon John Stone, and WilLiam Bond. Prentice, was a distinguished caval-
ry officer in Philip's war._ Mass. Hist. Col. Vol. V. p. 270, I. 

§ To avoid the charge of plagiarism, perhaps it should be stated, the 
account of the dtstruction of Lancaster, excepting what was taken from Mr. 
Harrington, was extracted principally from an anonymous article, written by 
the compiler, and published in the New Hampshire Hi1.torical and Miscella-
neous Collections for April and May, 1824 ; and another, in · the Worcester 
Magazine, for Feb. 1826. Harrin0ton tookmost_of his account from Hubbard; 

' ' 
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quite prevalent, came in soon after the restoration. A number of 
brothers of that family, came from Woburn ,* and took up their res-
idence on George hill, where, and in other parts of the town, many 
of their descendants still live. 

Under the numerous inconveniences, hardships and dangers of 
a new settlement, it is not to be supposed that the wealth or popu-
lation of the town, for some years, increased with much rapidity. 
In 1631 and 1682, in consequence of these things, and of the ex-
posed situation of the town, on the confines of civilization, an ex-
emption was granted from the County rates. In 1694, 20 pounds 
of the public taxes were allowed to the town, in consideration of 
its "frontier situation." 

The civil history of Lancaster from 1680 to 1724, excepting 
what is preserved by Mr. Harrington, is, I fear, irretrievably lost. 
I regret thi!! the mote, from the circumitance stated above ; and 
in common with others, have to lament, that Mr. Harrington, who 
preserved so much, did. not preserve much more. Private docu-
ments of various kinds, and important in this respect, which were 
then doubtless numerous, have since been lost by lapse of time, or 
destroyed through ignorance of their value. Tradition was then 
fresh and distinct; and, more than all,. the original volume of re-
cords containing a complete sequence of events from the first settle-
ment in the valley of the Nashaway to the year 1724, was then 
in existence. What progt·ess therefore the town made in popula . 

*Thomas Carter, first minister of Woburn, came to this country in 1635. 
I find also one of that name, the same person, there is reason to suppose, who 
took the freeman's oath on the 2nd 3 mo. ,1638. In 1642, Woburn was taken 
from Charlestown, and made a distinct town. There were no officers or 
members of the Church, capable of ordaining Mr. Carter, and they feared to 
invite the elders of the other churches to perform the service, as it might sa-
vour of dependency, and Presbytery; l.IO that at last it was performed by two 
.of their own members. "We ordain thee, Thomas Carter, to be pastor unto 
this church and people." Hubbard says "it was not to the satisfaction of the 
magistrates, and ministers present." 

In consequence, it soon became common to invite the neighboring elders to 
the services of ordination. Huhbard, 408. 

Johnson that the people of Woburn, "after some search, met with 
a young man named Mr. Thomas Carter, then belonging to the church of 
Christ at Watertown; a reverend, godly man, apt to teach the sound and 
wholesome truths of Christ." &c. 2 Mass. Hist. Col. VII. 40-42. 

Mr. Carter was one of those mentioned by Cotton Mather, "young schol-
ars whose education for their designed ministry, not being finished, yet came 
over from England with their friends, and h::td their education perfected in 
this country, before the College was come unto maturity enough to bestow 
its laurels." Magnalia, B. III. · 

This Thomas Carter was the ancestor of all of the name of Carter now in 
J.. .. ancaster. They propably migrated to Nashaway after the town was 

I 
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tion and wealth for thirty years after its resettlement is unknown. 
For the remainder of the seventeenth century, however, it is fair to 
suppose, from the assistance afforded by the General Court, and 
from the long continuance of the Indian wars, that its progress was 
slow and interrupted. In the mean time the measure of the suffer-
ings was not yet full. The war that was rekindled 
between France and England on the accession of William, of 
Orange, to the throne, extended to his transatlantic provinces. In 
the 18th ( 0. S.) 1692, a part;r of the Indians attacked the 
house of Peter Joslin, and murdered his wife, three children, and a 
widow by the name of Whitcomb, who resided in the family. J os-
lin himself, at the time, was at work in the field, and knew nothing 
of the terrible calamity that had befallen him, till his return home. 
Elizabeth How his wife's sister was taken captive, but was after-
wards returned. Another child of his was put to death by the en-
emy in the wilderness. In 1695, on a Sunday morning, Abraham 
Wheeler returning from garrison to his own house, was shot by the 
enemy lying in ambush. No further injury was dpne till 1697, 
when they entered the ,town under five leaders, with an intention, 
after ascertaining the situation of affairs, to commence their attack 
on Thomas Sawyer's* garrison. It was by the merest accident, that 
they were deterred from their plan. The gates of Sawyer's garri• 
son were open. A Mr. J abez Fairbanks, who lived at some dis-
tance, mounted his horse, that came running towards him much 
frightened, rode rapidly to the garrison, though without suspicion, 
for the purpose of carrying away his son, who was there.--
The enemy supposing they discovered, being j.ust ready 
to rush into the garrison, relinquished their de.sign, and on retreat-
ing, fired upon the inhabitants at work in the fields. At no time, 
however, excepting when the town was destroyed, wa.s evt!r so 
much injury perpetrated, or so many lives lost. They met with 
the minister, the Rev. Mr. John Whiting,t at a distance from his gar-
rison, and offered him qu:uter, which he rejected with boldness, and 
fought to the last against the cruel foe. After this they killed 
ty others ;t wounded two more, who afterwards rPcovered, and took 

'*'This was the first planter, or his eldest son; probably the latter. 
t A more particular nMice will be taken of Mr. Whiting, in the Eccle · 

siastical sketches. 
t Daniel Hudson, his wife and two Hudson, first moved to 

Lancaster, in 1664. He was originally of Watertown. Ephraim Roper, his 
wife and John Skait, and wife, Joseph Rugg, wife and three chil-
dren, Widow Rugg, Jonathan Fairbanks and two children, and two chil-
dren of Nathaniel Hudson. Harrington's Sermon. 
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'!.ix captives,* five of whom in the end, returned to Lancaster. 
This sad calamity sweeping off so large a part of their population 
called for some religious observance, and a day of fasting and prayer 
\fas set apart for the purpose. The restoration of peace, in 
Europe, brought a season of repose, to the afflicted inhabitants of 
Lancaster. In 1702, war between England and France was 
reneweJ. With slow, but steady progress, it reached the Colo-
nies. In July 1704, seven hund.red French and Indians proceeded 
against N ortbampton. Finding that the inhabitants were prepared 
for an .attack, they turned their course towards Lancaster, except-
ing two hundred of them, who returned home, in consequence of a 
quarrel with their fellow soldiers about the division of spoil. On 
the thirty first of July, they commenced a violent and sudden at-
tack early in the morning, in the west part of the town, and killed 
Lieut. Nathaniel Wilder, near the gate of his own garrison.t Near 
the same place, during the day, they killed three other persons.t 
Nor was this the only injury committed by them on that day. The 
inhabitarats were much inferior to the French and Indians in num-
ber. Capt. Tyng hap'pened, at this time, to be in Lancaster with 
a party of soldiers, and Capt. How gathered in haste what men he 
was able, and marched with thP-m, from Marlborough, to the relief 
of the town. They fought with great bravery, but the great num-
ber of the enemy forced the inhabitants to retreat into garrison. 
This gave the enemy opportunity of doing further mischief. They 
burnt the Church, besides six other buildings, and ·,destroyed no 
small part of the live stock of the town. 

What losses the Indians sustained in their various encounters 
was nevet· known. They were always quite careful to remove 
anJ conceal their slain. ln this last conflict, Mr. Harriogton ob-
serves, it was thoug-ht that their loss was consideraule, and that a 
"French officer of some distinction, was mortally wounded," which 
excited them probably to prolong the battle. 'l'owards evening, 
many flocked in to the relief of the town, and .the enemy made 
good their retreat, with such success, that they were not overtak-
en by our soldiers. On the 26th of October following, a party of 

;¥.<Jonathan Fait-banks' wife, wiclow Wheeler and Mary Glazer, and son 
of Ephraim Roper, John Skait and of Joseph Rugg. 

t This N·athaniel Wilder was youngest son of Thomas, the first inhabitant 
of the name of Wilder. The garrison was on the farm now owned by Mr. 

']" Xoombes, and from the early settlement, till lately, owned by the Wilders. 
t Abraham How, John Spaulding, and Benjamin Hutchins. How and 

Hutchins were Marlborough men. Worcester l\1aga;dne, II. 156. 
6 
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the enemy was discovered at Still river, (Harvard.) Some of the 
soldiers and inhabitants went in pursuit of them : returning much 
fatigued, Rev. Mr. Gardner the minister, took upon himself the 
watch for the night. In the course of the night, coming out of the 

'll sentry's box, the noise was heard by one in the house, a Mr. Sam-
uel Prescott. As Indians were in the neighborhood, Prescott fired 
upon Mr. Gardner, supposing him to be an enemy, and shot him 
through the body. Mr. Gardner freely forgave the innocent, but 
unfortunate, cause ofhis death, and breathed his last, in an hour or 
two after. This closed hostilities for the melancholy year of 1704. 
On the 15th October, 1705, Thomas Sawyer, his son Elias Sawyer, 
and John Biglo, were taken captive and carried to Canada. Thom-
as Sawyer was a man of great bravery. On the arrival of the 
party at Montreal, says 'Whitney, Sawyer offered to erect a saw 
mill on the Chamblee provided the French Governor would obtain 
a release of all the captives. Thi11 he promised, if possible, to do. 
The son and Biglo were easily ransomed, but the father the ln-
(Hans determined to put to death, by lingering torture. His deliv-
erance was effected by the sudden appearance of a Friar, 'Vho told 
them that he held the key of Purgatory in his hand, and, unless 
they immediately released their prisoner, he would unlock the 
gates and cast them in hea<llong. Their superstitious fears, which 
the Catholics could so easily excite in the breast of the savage, 
prevailed. They unbound Sawyer from the stake, and deliver-
ed him to the Governor. He finished the mill* in a year, and was 
sent ho:ne with Biglo. His son Elias, was detained a while to in-
struct the Canadians in the art of sawing and keeping the mill in 
order, and then was dismissed with rich presents."t The town 
suffered no further violence from the Indians till July 16, 1707, 
when Jonathan White was killed. On the 18th of August follow-
ing, Jonathan Wilder,t a native of Lancaster, was taken captive. 
The party consisting of twenty four men was pursued, the next 
day, by about thirty of the inhabitants of the two towns, and was 
overtaken in a remote part of the town, now included in Sterling, 

*Whitney from whom the above relation is taken, says, that this was 
'" the first saw mill in Canada, and that there was no artificer there capable 

ofbuilding one." pp. 43, 44. 

t A grandson of Elias Sawyer) is livi?g in Templeton, aged 
eighty six. He recollects ndmg horseback, behmd hts ::nother, to church, 
hear Mr. Harrington's century sermon, May 28, 1753. \ ' 

tHe was son to Lieut. Nathaniel Wi.lder, who was kilJed in 1704·, as 
mentioned above. Jonath_an was born Apnl 20, 168f! r' 
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and known by the . name of the "Indian fight." The day being 
quite damp, and having cases on their guns, and their packs secur-
ed from the weather, the Indians were wholly unprepared for com-
bat. However, as only ten of the English rushed upon them 
and engaged in the action, they determined not to surrender.-
Having killed their captive, they fought bravely till they lost nine 
of their number. On the other side two* were killed and twoi' 
wounded. After a lapse of three years, on the 5th of August 1710, 
a number of the enemy fired upon Nathaniel and Oliver Wilder, 
who, with an Indian servant, were at work in the fields.t The 
Indian boy was killed, but the others made their escape and reach-
-ed the garrison. From this time till peace was concluded at 
Utrecht in 1713, the inhabitants were doubtless in a continual state 
of alarm, from expectations of secret and sudden attacks, to which 
they had been trained by long and bitter: experience. 

But this was the last hostile measure of the Indians, against 
N ashaway, and it may be considered, as worthy of remark, that the 
last person killed by the Indians, in this place, was himself an In-
dian. 

The following is a list of the houses fortified, at various timei 
from the year, 1670, to 1710, &c. 

Rev. Mr. Rowlandson's Garrison, before described. 
Wheeler's Garrison.-Now in the south part of Bolton, where 

Asa Houghton lives. 
Fortified House.-Now the farm house of Mr. Richard J. Cleve .. 

land. This is where the first Judge Wilder lived. 
White's Garrison.-On the spot where Mrs. 'Vhite now lives, on 

the east side of the Neck-and opposite to the house of Major Jon-
athan Locke. 

Joslin's Garrison.-West side of the Neck, one fourtp of a mile 
north of the church, an·d near the house successi-rely occupied by 
Peter Green, Dr. Manning and Dr. Peabody. · 

James Wilder's Garrison.-A large h.:>use, twenty rods back of 
the house of late Thomas Safford. This was the chief garrison, 
The house is not now standing. 

*John Farrar, and Richard Singleterry. 
t Capt. Ephraim Wilder and Mr. Samuel Stevens. Ephraim W3.$ son to 

Nathaniel Wilder, and died Dec. 13, 1769, aged 94. 
t Their guns were resting against a fence at some distance, and the In-

dians succeeded in getting between the men and their guns before firing. 
Nathaniel was son of Lieut. Nathaniel,Oliver another son afterwards 
appointed Justice Peace, January 28, 176.2. · 
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Minister's Garrison.-N P.arJy opposite the house of Samuel 
Ward, Esq. It was erected in 1683, and successively occupied 
by Rev. Messrs. \Vhiting, Gardner and Prentice.* 

Thomas Sawyer's Garrison.-To the west of the last, and proba-
bly a little north of the house of Samuel Flagg, E!!q. 

Nathaniel Wilder's Garrison.-North of the last, on Mr. Toomb"s 
farm, between his bouse and the bouse of Samuel Wilder. 

John Prescott's Garrison.-About thirty rods southeast of Messrs. 
Poignand and Plant's Factory. 

Cypr;an Steven's House.-A little to the south of the church, 
and near the house of William Stedman, Esq. on the Boston road, 
was probably a garrison. 

There were Indian settlements, besides the orie at Washacum, 
at the following places, viz. near the house of Samuel Jones, not 
far from the road to Leominster; one on a neck of land running info 
Fort pond; a third, east of Clam Shell pond, and north of John 
Larkin's, near Berlin; · a fourth, above Pitt's mills in the south part 
of the town. 

Hannah Woonsamug, an Indian woman, owned the covenant, and 
was baptised October, 1710. 

In November, 1702, on the petition of Lancaster for leave to 
purchase of George Tabanto, an Indian Sagamore, and nephew of 
Sholan, a tract of land adjoining the west end of the township to-
wards the Wachusett, a committee was chosen by the General Court 
to examine the land. 

The in 1701,t but was not confirmed by the Gen-
eral Court, owing to the distressed situation of the country, till some 
years after.t 'I'he corr1mittee made their return in 1711. The 
whole of this grant is now included in other towns; and it will be 
sufficient, on tl:is matter, to refer to the first vol. of Worcester Mag-

after the death of :vir. Prentice, the propriP.tors voted to sell the 
Church lands in Lancaster. · 

.- t June 26, 1701, as appears by a copy in my possession in the hand writ-
ing of John Houghton, Esq. who was proprietors clerk. 

tIt is proper here to correct an inaccura€y in the sermon of Rev. Mr. 
Conant of Leominster, delivered Oct. 12, 1823. He says that "the Lancas-
ter New, or additional grant," was made to induce the return of the inhabi-
tants, (of Lancaster, after its destruction by the lndians1) and that conse-
quently the first grant of Leominster must have been prior to the year 1680." 
This grant included what is now Leominster and was not made till the eigh-
:teenth century,(1713,) as stated in the text. The purchase was made by the 
inhabitants of Lancaster, the confirmation was by the General Court. See I.. 

' Worcester Magazine, 272-3-4-5. 
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azine, p. 272-3-4. It was settled as ear1y as 1720, especially the 
part which is now included in Sterling. Gamaliel Beman, Samnel 
Sawyer, Benjamin Houghton, David Osgood, and Jonathan Osgood, 
removed to that place, from other parts of 

From the close of the last Indian war the population began to 
increase rapidly. The descendants of the original pla-nters, and the 
new comers, were spread over a broad surfacE: in every part of the 
town. Uninterrupted industry produced an improved state of the 
social system, and the character of the place at this time, and for 
many succeeding years, ranked high for general intelligence, good 
habits, uoion ;\nd prosperity.t 

In 1730, sundry people living on the east side of the Penecook 
petitioned for a new town. Afterwards, in the same year, the in-
habitants were willing to give their consent, if the Court 
should see cause.'' An act of incorporation was granted, June, 1732, 
by the name of Harvard; at which time, there were fifty families 
in the place.t 

Stimulated by this· success of their neighbors, and subjected to 
great inconyeniences by their distance from church, the inhabitants 
living south of Harvard, and within the limits of Lancaster, in 1733, 
petitioned for a new town. This was refused at the time, but was 
granted, as far as was in the puwf>r of Lancaster, in 1736, and in 
June, 1738, was incorporated by the name of Bolton. Gamaliel 
Beman and others in Chocksett,§ stating the same grievances as 
the Bolton men, urged the same suit in 1733, in their own behalf. 
This petition was rejected for a number of years, till, in 17 41, a 
c;onditional permission to form a separate town, was granted to 

""A minute and valuable history of Sterling having been published by 
Isaac Goodwin, Esq. it will not be expected, that I shall touch upon the same 
subject, any further than, as incidentally, it becomes necessary, in describing 
Lancaster. 

tIn May, 1721, Gershom and Jonas Rice, two inhabitants ofWorcPster, 
sent a letter to John Houghton, Esq. of this town; and Peter Rice of Marlbo-
rough, requesting them to present a certain petition to the General Court, in 
behalf of Worcester, and closed with saying; "so craving your serious 
thoughtfulness for the poor, distressed town of Worcester, we subscribe our-
selves," &c. 

:j:J Feb. 5th, 1732. The proprietors of Lancaster granted to the town of 
Harvard thirty acres of land, where the inhabitants of Harvard "have built 
a house for public worf\hip-also for a training fielcl, and for a burying place, 
and other public uses." Feb. 1734. They gave Mr. Secomb, the first min-
ister of Harvard, the two islands in Bear (or Bare) hill .pond. 

0 This word is a corruption of Woonksechauxit, or W 
Dow Sterling, 

; ,. 
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them. To these conditions, they did not assent. They, however; 
were made a separate precinct. 

Next came forward those o/ the northwest, in 1737. They 
were incorporated June, 17 40, by the name of Leominster. N 
standing these successive diminutions in territory, which included a 
part of Harvard and Bolton, and the whole of Leominster, the popu-
lation and wealth of the town still ranked high, and went on increas-
ing by the accession of new inhabitants,in the east and west precincts. 

The town, however, suffered in proportion to its means, all the 
evils that attended the state of the currency at that period. 'l..,he 

evil extended as far back, as the seventeenth century; 
when, to meet the expenses attending the expedition against Cana-
da in Hi90, bills of credit were issued anticipating the taxes of the 
year. This system was continued for some years, and till 1704, 
the bills were in good credit and answered the purpose of specie. 
But draughts, beyond the means of the province to bear, being made 
to defray the heavy expenses incurred in subsequent expeditions, 
the evil at length became intolerable, and, after the peace of 1713, 
the public mind was turned towards finding a remedy. There was 
not sufficient silver and gold in the country to redeem the bills, and 
the very currency caused these metals to disappear. A public 
bank, loaning bills on land security, was, after much debate, estab-
lished in 1714. The few, who at that day seemed to understand 
what are now deemed first principles in banking, were out voted. 
These bills, from the operation of the cause I have mentioned above, 
sunk continually in value, and to an equal extent occasioned a loss to 
the community. The system was continued many years, and pro-
duced a continual sacrifice of property to artificial and imaginary 
wealth. The bills were loaned by trustees, in every part of the 
province, on mortgage, with interest and one fifth of the principal 
payable annually. And when the time ofpayment arrived, the pa-
per having sunk much below its nominal value, the debtors would 
be obliged to pay a much larger amount in this trash, or sacrifice 
their estates in payment of the mortgages. To avoid this, laws 
were passed from time to time, extending the limit of payment, but 
prolonging only a lingering state of affairs, that must, in the nature 
of things, have its crisis, and shake the province to the centre. So 
infatuated were the people, that they supposed paper emissions 
would one day work out their redemption from distress and poverty. 

Lancaster, I find, instructed her Representative in 1731, "to 
pay such a regard to his majesty's Governor, as becomes the Rep-
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rcsentat i ve of a loyal people, and that he also use his utmost vigi-
lance that no infringements he matle on the prerogative, nor 
on any of the privileges of the people; and especially by supplying 
the treasury, without appropriations, unless of some small quantities 
that may be necessary to defray unforeseen charges that may re-
quire prompt payment." This probably related to the Governor's 

Hutchinson observes that "the major part of the house 
were very desirous of giving satisfaction to the Governor, and to 
their constituents both." Lancaster had its p,roporUon of the vari-
ous issues of paper from time to time, 'and appointed trustees among 
the inhabitants to distribute it upon mortgage.* The tand bank 
company of 1741, established for the same purposes as the bank of 
1714, loaned bills of credit on security of real estate, but possessed 
no funds for redeeming them. The evil at length, after long and 
indiscribable distress was removed in a great measure, in 1749, by 
the introduction of specie, from England, in payment of the provin-
cial expenses of the expedition ngainst Cape Breton. 

At this time, and for many years previous, Lancaster was in the 
County of \-Vorcester. In 1728, a petition by Capt. William J enni-
son, for a new County, was forwarded to Lancaster; and the town 
instructed its Representative,t "that in case the Superior Court be 
holden at Marlborough, and two inferior Courts at Lancaster, an-
nually, then to accede to the proposal. But in case the Courts 
cannot be so stated, then to offer such objections as the selectmen 
shall furnish him with." At a subsequent Feb. 1729, this 
vote was reconsidered, "as the westerly part of the County of :Mid-
dlesex will be broken in pieces, in case that the towns petitioned 
for by Capt. Jennison, be joined with Suffolk." It was also voted 
to "petition for a new County in the westerly part of Middlesex."t 

This was afterwards granted and an act of incorporation was 
obtained in 1731. 

In the wars subsequent to this period many of the inhabitants 
called into service. VVar was declared against Spain, in Oc-

tober, 1739, and some of the soldiers from Lancaster perished at 
$In 1728, the proportion of the £60,000 issued in bills of credit, to which 

Lancaster was entitled, was £471 05. 
i Josiah White. 
+James Wilder and Jonathan Houghton were chosen agents. Judge 

Joseph Wilder, a man of extensive influence in the depths of his wisdorn, pre-
vented Lancaster from being made a half shire town, lest it should be the 
means of corrupting the morals of the inhabitants. In 1743, an attempt, it 
seems was made to divide the County. Lancaster chose Wm. Richardson, 
Joseph ·Wilder and David Wilder, to oppose a division, before the General 
Court. 
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Jamaica in the sickly season of the year.* At the siege of Louiso. 
bourg there were present 3250 soldiers from not in-
cluding commissioned officers. In this number, there were many 
from Lancaster, both officers and men. The treaty of Aix la Chap-
elle in 1748, by which Cape Breton was restored to the French, 
was not of long continuance. The contest was renewed in 1755, 
under a much wider range of operations, aml continued with migh-
ty efforts, and unabated zeal, till the French were finally driven 
from the American continent in 1762. During this war a large 
proportion of the aLle bodied men, both cavalry and infantry, in 
town, were actively engaged in the service.t These troops were 
not merely " food for powder" men, but the substantial yeomanry 
of the country. New England poured forth her best blood freely, 
lilre water, and gained the military experience that afterwards 
proved so useful in the war of '7 5. 

The year previous to the French war, an effort was made to 
unite the colonie:; for all measures of common protection and safe-
ty. But the ' plan that _ was projected, was far from satisfactory, 
either to the King or the colonies, though for opposite reasons. In 
referC'nce to this scheme, the representative of the town was in-
structed "to oppose all plans of a general or partial union, that 
shall anywise encroach upon the rights and liberties of the people." 

An addition was made to the town in February, 1768, by taking 
from Shrewsbury a strip of land belong ing to that town, and usual-
ly called the Leg. ' Those who lived at this place, sought to be 
united to Lancaster as early as 1748, hut did not obtain permission 
from the General Court. 

The minds of men were now generally intent upon the great 
question of right, that was at this time in fuU discussion. The 
whole bias of this town was towaeds liberty. The attempts of Par-
li ament to bind us in all cases were r ece ived with indignation. 
Here, as well as elsewhere, though the act was disliked, it 
was thought that reparation should be made to those who suffered 
by the mobs that law occasioned. "The cause of liberty" it was 
believed, "was a cause of too much dignity, to be sullied by turbu_ 
lence and tumult.t 

* Jacob Wilder in a letter written at Jamaica, Dec. 1740, after men-
tioning a number of hi a acquaintance who had died, says, Hthrough the prov-
idence of God, I am in nomination for an Ensign, and I hope that I may be 
fitt ed for i t." There were eighteen or nin eteen in this expedition, who be-
longed to Lancaster ; none of them lived to return. 

t The whole company of cavalry, excepting fi\'e privates, was out dur-
ing the war. 

;t: See the whole of the fine passage in Farmer Dicldnson's third letter, 
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No event of much local importance occurred in town for many 
years preceding the revolution. The whole current of thought 
was turned into this one channel, the arbitrary exactions of parlia-
ment. All men were looking forward beyond their immediate 
anxiety, to the darker prospect that clouded the future. The prin-
ciple of resistance was at work in every village. It is quite im-
portant to dwell somewhat at large upon the transactions of the 
town at this period, and till the terminatil)n of the war. Pos-
sibly all are not aware how much was accomplished by towns, 
as such; how many sacrifices were made in every way, to 
help on the cherished undertaking. New England contributed 
more, both in men and money, to the success of the great struggle, 
than all the other provinces ; and those miniature republics, the. 
towns, so singular a feature in the body politic, gave to New Eng-
land, weight and importance. 

At a town meeting, in January, 1773, "The dangerous condition 
of public affairs, in particular the independency of the Superior . 
.Judges, came into discussion, as a subject of great interest. The 
representative received particular instructions, herein, and also as 
to the right claimed by the mother country, to transport persons to 
England for trial. He was directed to use his utmost endeavours 

·' , to obtain a radical redress of grievances. 
A committee* was chosen, and reported the following resolves: 
"That this and every other town in the Province, has an un-

doubted right to meet together and consult upon all matters inter-
esting to them, when, and so often, as they shall judge fit. And it 
is more especially th·eir duty so to do, when any infringement is 
made upon their civil or religious liberties. 

" That the raising a revenue in the colonies, without their con-
sent, either by themselves or their representatives, is an infringe-
ment of that right, which every freeman has to dispose of his own 
property. 

" That the granting a salary to His Excellency the Governor of 
this province, out of the revenue unconstitutionally raised from us, 
is an innovation of a very alarming tendency. 

"That it is of the highest importance to the security of liberty, 
life an property, that the public administration of justice, should 
be pure and impartial, and that the Judges should be free from 
every bias, either in faillur of the crown or the subject. 

" That the absolute dependence of the Judges of the superior 
* Dr. William Dunsmoor, Messrs. John Prescott, Aaron Sawyer, Josiah 

Kendall, Jose ph White, Nathaniel Wyman and Ebenezer Allen. 
7 
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Court of this province upon the crown for their support, would if 
it should ever take place, have the strongest tendency to bias the 
minds of the Judges, and would weal{ en our confidence in them. 

"That the extension of the power of the Court of Vice Admiral-
ty to its present enormous degree, is a great grievance and de-
prives the subject, in many instances, of the noble privilege of En-
glishmen, trial by jury.* 

In Sept. 1774, William Dunsmoor, David \tVilder,t Aaron Saw-
yer, Asa Whitcomb, Hezekiah Gates, John · Prescott and Ephraim 
Sawyer, were chosen as a committee of correspondence.:j: £50 
were voted to buy ammunition; two field pieces were purchased, 
anfl one hundred men were raised as volunteers, to be ready, at a 
minute's warning, to turn out uprm any emergency; to be formed 
into two companies and their own officers." 

Committ<>es were also chosen to draw up " a covenant and for 
non-consumption of certain articles, and to be signed by the inhab-
itants." Also, "to post up such persons as continue to buy, sell or 
cons:um any East India Teas, in some public place in town;" and, in 
January, 1775, to "receive subscriptions for the suffe .. ing poor of 
the tow of Boston,"' crue11y oppressed by the port bill. 

On the alarm of the commencement of hostilities, on the 19th of 
April, 1775, the company of minute men marched directly to Lex-
ington, and the company of Cavalry§ under the command of Capt. 
Thomas Gates, proceeded to CambriJge, to uid in driving the Brit-
ish troops to Boston. The cavalry remained in Cambridge while 
their aid was considered necessary. Ten of their number enlisted 
into the service of their country in the Ma£sachusetts line. 

I have no data at hand, by which to ascertain the number of 
men from this town, who joined the army during the war. The 
demands from head quarters for soldiers were numerous and were 

* ln 1774, the town instructed the representative, Col. Asa Whitcomb, 
not to vote for compensation to the owners of the tea destroyed, neither by 

tax nor by assessment on the people." 

t Mr. Wilder was foreman of the grand jury that voted, April, 1774, 
h that should Peter Oliver, Esq. appear and act as Judge at this present Court, 
(Supreme Court at Worcestet,) they would not proceed to business, but would 
utterly refuse." 

t The committe of correspondence and safety in 1777, consisted of Col. 
Asa ·whitcomb, Capt. Thomas Gates, Joshua Fletcher, Elisha Allen and Ja-
bez Fairbanks. 

0 Of this company James Goodwin, the oldest man in Lancaster, Moses 
Burpee, Samuel Sawyer, John Hawkes, Phineas Fletcher and Joseph Blood, 
are living. The company of minute men was commanded by Capt. Benjamin 
Houghton. Iu June following, Andrew Haskell was the Captain. 
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all answered by the town with great cheerfulness. Indeed, l have 
no reason to doubt, that at different periods of the long conflict, all 
the able bodied inhabitants either in person or by substitute, were 
in the field, in defence of their country.* Large sums of money 
were voted at various times, to encourage those who were drafted. 
Clothing for the troops and great quantities of provision were often 
purchased ; committees were chosen to furnish the families cf those 
who had enlisted with-the necessaries anu conveniences of life, and 
in short, great and unwearied efforts were made by the town to 
help on the struggle to a successful termination.t In onP- instance 
only was there any hesitation. In J u.ne, 1780, an order came from 
Gorernment for a draft of forty men, for six months. When the 
subject was brought before the town, Josiah Kendall, a leading and 
flammg patriot, addressed himself to the question, and declared that 
the town could not furnish the supply, being exhausted by repeat-
ed efforts. Samuel Ward, Esq.t seeing the course that was likely to 
Le taken, urged a compliance with the order, and was pCI:suaded 
that a course which he suggested, might be adopted, that would 
satis(y the men to he drafted. On his motion, a Committee§ was im-

* About forty were engaged in the service over nine months ; the rest 
were out for less terms of time, from one to nine months. Messrs. Jonathan 
Wilder, Silas Thurston and Jacob were at the talting of Burgoyne, Z WV>--"'-«J 

t Prices were annually set to every article of life. In the summer of 
1777, farming labor was 3s per day, wheat 6s 8d. rye 4s 6d. per bushel-
Physician fees-emetic 1s, cathartic 1s, travel 8d. per mile, vist 8d, pulling 
tooth do. 

t This gentleman died August 14, 1826, aged 87. He was born in Wor-
cester. At the age of sixteen, he entered the army, early in the French war. 
He was first out as a private in 1756, and rose before 1760 to be Adjutant in 
Col. Abijah Willard's regiment. He was at the taking of Ticonderoga and 
Crown Point, by Gen. Amherst, in 1759, and of Isle aux Noix and Montreal, 
in 1760. Towards the of the war, he commenced business in Groton, 
and moved to Lancaster, in 1767. He represented the town in the General 
Court in 1800 and 1801, and for a great number ofyears served in various of-
fices in the town. 

Few individuals, who have not been extensively engaged in public life, 
have been so widely known. His acquaintance was sought by all. No one 
who ever knew him, though but slightly, could forget him. His powers of 
entertainment were never exhausted: his hospitality was inexhaustible. His 
knowledge was eminently practical, and. had he enjoyed the advantages of a 
public education, he would have been distinguished as a Statesman. A mind 
of uncommon acuteness, a quick and keen perception of character, wide views 
ofmen and things, belonged to Mr. Ward, and enabled him to be highly use-
ful as a citizen. In the daily charities of life, in giving aid to objects of pub-
lic benevolence and usefulness, in distributions to the poor, he was ever ac-
tive and ready. The indigent in this town have lost a valuable friend; one 
who for many years, week by week, ministered to their necessities, and whose 
good deeds will cause him to be long remembered in future years. 

9 Nathaniel Balch, so celebrated for his powers of entertainment, so 
"merry and facete," the life of Gov. Hancock, and the great wit of his day, 
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mediately chosen of which he was chairman, and they proceede 
to take measures to pay the mep. The bounty in addition to the 
wages, was sometimes paid in continental money, and, at others, in 
corn, beef, live stock, land, &c. At this time, the old emission 
compared with gold anu silver, was as 68 to 1,* and as compared 
with the new emission, as 40 to 1. The men.received their boun-
ties, in different ways. One of them, named Dunsmoor, was asked 
in what he would receive his bounty. He answered that Deacon 
,Moore, (one of the committee,) had a piece of land adjoining his 
own farm, and he wished to own it. ''Take it," criell Moore, 
"take it; I'd rather part with that land, which is the best I have, 
than loose the whole by my neglect in aiding the cause of my coun-
try." The effort succeeded: the forty men were drafted, paid off, 
anu commenced their march within twelve days. 

In June, 1777 in pursuance of a resolve of the General Assem-
bly, Col. Asa Whitcomb was chosen "to collect evidence against 
such pe,rsons as shall be deemed internal enemies to the state." 
Soon after, the names of a number of citizenst were placed on the 
list in town meetingl as being included in the above description. 

of them were afterwards stricken off. It is related of Rev. 
Mr. Harrington, one of the number, that when his name was added 
to the list, on the fo0lish motion df"some individual, the venerable 
and truly excellent man, bared his breast before his people and 
exclaimed, "strike, strike here, with your daggers; I am a true 
friend to my country." The passion for proscribing innocent per-
sons, soon subsided in a measure, and a new mode of managing the 
was one of the committee. He was quite a whig, without :1. pPrsecuting 
it; hut not liking "guns and drums," he left Boston and r.esided in. Lancaster, 
during the war. Here he was of much liervice in the violence, 
oftentimes so unnecess:try, but to which the feelings of patriotism frequently 
urged the patriots. He lived a little to the north of the church, on the \Vrif-
ford place. 

*That is, on 16th June, 1780, one Spanish milled dollar was equal to six-
ty eight doll:c>.r.s of the old emissi{)n, On the first of April previous, the pro-
portion was 40 to 1. 

t Moses Gerrish, Daniel Allen, Ezra Houghton, Joseph Moore, Solomon 
· Houghton, James Carter and Rev. Timothy Harrington. At the commence .. 

ment of hostilities, Col. Abijah mandamus counsellor, and his broth-
er, Abrl Will\a.rd, Esq. went to Boston, and remained there during the siege. 
They left the before the war t erminated. They were both very much 
beloved, particularly the latter, and their departure was a cause of regret to 
the inhabitants. Indeed, they might have remained without being molested. 
Like many others, believing that the contest was hopeless, and that inevita-
ble defeat would place the country in a state of 5ervitude, they left their 
homes, and when convinced that their course was not well chosen, it was too 
late to remedy the error. 
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business was devised. The examinations of the suspected were af-
by the committee of safety, where less excite.-

of a calm and dispassionate way of proceeding 
was introduced. No great vi·ol.ence however, no mobs, no riotous 
conduct dishubed the g<>neral state of the town. The spirit of 
liberty was deeply rooted and widely extended; indeed, so general 
was it, that it did not demand the rnoral refreshing of a mob to im-
part an active principle. 

A number of tbe citizens who joined the army, were killed in 
battle, or died of their wounds. Of these, David Robhins was killed 
at Bunker Hill. Robert Phelps, wounded there, died in August, 
1775: Jok·n Ballard, Abel Wyman and John Bennett, died in 177o: 
Jonathan Sawyer, killed in 1777: Joseph Phelps died of his wounds 
in 1778: be was on board an armed vessel: Joseph Wilder died on 
board the same vessel. There were but few officers from this 
town in the continental service. Col. Henry Haskell, was:'a native 
of this town, lived here most of his life and died here. The other 
officers were Capt. Andrew John Hewitt, Winslow 
Phelps, Philip Corey, and J eremp8ilo- Hasltell. Andrew Haskell 
was a soldier, and deserves a passing notice. When the ap-
l)eal was made to arms, he marched to Lexington as Lieutenant of 
the company of minute men. He joined the army soon after. He 
was subsequently promoted to be a Captain in the Massachusetts 
line; and afterwards in the continental army. He posseF:sed but lit-
tle education, ancl of course but little refinement, and though a can-
didate for higher rank, was kept from promotion by his wa!lt of 
proper dignity and self respect. Irritated with this treatment, he 

left the service. But his love of country was too 
fui, to suffer him to remain idle. In the course of a few weel\:s, he 
again enlisted, and served as a common soldier in the continental 
army, till the peace of 1783. After this perlod, he lived in Lancas-
ter till1791, when he joined the army led by the unfortunate Ma-
jor Gen. Arthur St. Clair, against the Indians northwest of the Ohio, 
and was killed in the memorable battle near the Miamies' villages, 

1791, when the American forces suffered a sad overthrow. 
In Feb. 1778, the "articles of confederation and perpetual 

union between the colonies, were accepted on the part of the town. 
The various temporary for a state government, were 
agreed to, and the Constitution of this Commonwealth as it stood 
till 1821, received the assent of the town by a vote of one hundred 
and three, to seven, io May, 1780. In the choice of Governor the 
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first year, the votes were sixty nine for John Hancock, and nine 
for James Bowdoin.* 

In April, 1781, the second precinct, formerly called Cliock;ett,t 
was incorporated into a town, by the name of SterlinP'. This meas-
ure was, at first, not well pleasing to the inhabitants of the old par-
ish, because the former were unwilling to aid in the support of the 
French neutrals, the bridges, and poor, to which the whole town 
w:1s liable. However, they of '\Voonkseckaukset, at last, obtained 
the majority, turned oot the town officers in the old parish, and 
held the town meetings in their own precinct. This was in 1780. 
This state of things not being a very agreeable one, and the town 
records having suffered somewhat in chirography and iiM:ihography 
by the change of clerk, the "Pharaohs" were willing after one 
year's experience, "to let the people go."t All former causes of 
difference, having been done away, the inhabitants of both towns 

towards each other, feelings of good will and kindness. 
The war, as is well known, left the country in an impoverish-

ed and exhausted condition. Industry had been abandoned; the 
old sources of trade were for.l-time closed; the pursuits of pe:tce, 
were in strong to the excitement of a protracted contest. 
A disbanded army, with victory for its portion, spread its influence 
on every side; an influence in no degree favorable to ha its of 
peace, and the restraints of virtuous principle. Poverty" .,.s every 
where. A sound circulating medium, which industry alone could 
restore, was still wanting. 

In this state of things, the town chose John Sprague, Timothy 
'\iVhiting, sen'r,§ and Samuel Ward, a committee to petition for a 
lottery, to enable the town to repair the numerous and expen::-ive 
bridges it was obliged to support. Permission for a lottery was ac-
cordingly obtained, in 1782. There were, it appears, fourleen 
classes drawn between that time and 1790. In the few first classes, 
the town was in debt to the managers; a.fter·wards some money was 

for the repair of bridges. No scheme of taxation could 
*The highest number of votes m this town, was A. D. 1U09, two hundred 

and ninety five. In the year 1814, two hundred and ninety four, viz: Ca-
leb Strong bad two hundred and twenty six, and Samuel Dexter ba(j sixty 
eight. In 1815, two hundred and ninety two, viz: two hundred thirty nine 
and fifty three. The present number of voters, is more than three hundred. 

t Woonksechaukset. 
::t See ·worcester Magazine, vol. II. p. 44. 
P Father of the late Timothy Whiting, Esq. and General John Whiting, 

ef this town. 

/ 
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have been devised more injurious and extravagant. It was paying 
under a fascinating prospect of gain, a much larger sum, than the 
citizens would have been obliged to contribute by regular rates. 
Nor was this all. Many will recollect the time --consumed in draw-
ing the numerous classes of this lottery, the idleness and consequent 
dissipation it induced, to say nothing of its natural tendency to be-
get a love of gaming. 

1786. During the rebellion of Shays, the town was quite loyal 
to government, and a number of the citizens joined General Lin-
coln's army and continued with him till the rebels were dispersed. 
A delegate was sent to the county convention at Leicester, in Au-
gust, 1786 ; and some of the proceedings of that body were accept-
ed by the town: the articles relating to a change of the Constitu-
tion and to an issue of paper money were rejected without hesita-
tion. 

From 1790, to 1794, a hospital was kept open in town, under 
the direction of Dr. Israel Atherton, for the purpose of inoculating 
for the small pox; and in 1801, he directed to ascertain the 
efficacy of the kine pock. 

In a proposition to divide the County, was negatived, but 
three votes being cast in favor and one hundred and seven against it. 

/ , On the death of Washington, an Eulogy was delivered by Rev. 
Dr. Thayer; the pulpit was shrowded in black, and the audience 
wore emblems of mourning. 

One family of the society of Shakers, a branch of the society in 
Shirley, resides in this town. Their reputation for good order, and 
industry, and consequent thrift, makes them useful citizens. YVith 
the peculiarities of their religious worship the public must be well 
acquainted. With due credit for their sincerity, their diligence 
renders them a good example in the neighborhood in which they 
live. 

During the violence of party conflict, a greater deg·ree of union 
and good fellowship was preserved here, than in many other plac-
es, and did not give rise, as, in some instances elsewhere to religious 
dissensions and lasting bitterness. Quiet and harmony now reign in 
the midst of us; the population and wealth of the tqwn are increas-
ing more rapidly than at any period, within the memory of our 
aged people. 'rhe local situation combines advantages, as a place 
of retirement for the man of leisure and fortune, whilst an abun-
dance of highly productive soil renders it favorable for the 
suits of agrj_cultQfe. 
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In 1823, the old meeting house was taken down, and a neat 
building, with a portico in front, was erected in its place. In this, 
the meetings of the town are held for all municipal purposes. 

EccLgsiASTICAL HisTORY.-ln the act of incorporation of the town, 
the General Court ordered the inhabitants " to take care that a 
Godly minister be maintained among them." In the fall of the same 
year, ( ov. 1653,) when the allotments of land were completed, 
the planters entererl into mutual for themselves, their 
heirs, &c. and set apart :' thirty a.crP.s of upland, forty of intervale, 
and twelve of meadow, forever as church lands for the use of, and 
toward., the maintenance of the minister, pastor or teacher for the 
time being, or whomsoever may be stated to preach the word of 
God;" permitting the " to improve* the lands himself if 
he should so choose." They further covenanted" to build a meet-
ing house for the public assembly of the church and people of God, 
to worship God according to his holy ordinances ;" the building to 
be erected " as near to the church lands and to the neck of land as 
can be without any notable inconvenience." Also " to build a 
house for the minister on the church lands." Each one agreed to 
pay ten shillings annually for his home lot towards the support of 
the minister, and to make up the deficiency, if any, in the salary, 
by an E1qual rate. To exclude heresy, as we have before seen, 
"and for the better preserving of the purity of religion, and them-
selves from infection of error.," they agreed " not to distribute al-
lotments of land, nor to receive into the plantation as 
any excommunicante, or otherwise profane and scandalous, so 
to be ; nor any notoriously erring against the doctrinet and disci-
cipline of the churches, and the state and government of the Com-
monwealth." 

*The word in this sense, (occupy) was in use in New Eng-land soon :tf-
ter the first settlemet of the country. I have met with it earlier than 1658, 
in a numbe r of instances. Dr. Franklin is in error, in supposing that this cor-
ruption was not till the eighteenth century. 

t Toleration was considered a high both by the clergy and laity, in 
the seventeenth century. Our early writers discover great indignation and 
b itterness when they touch upon the subject. Ward, in his simple Cobler of 
Agawam, The state that wi1l give liberty of conscience in matters of 
religion, must give liberty of conscience and conversation in their moral laws, 
or else the fiddle be out of tune, and some of the strings crack." "It is 
likewise said that men ought to have liberty of theit· conscience, and that it 
is persecution to debar them of it. I can rather stand amazed than reply to 
this ; it is an astonishment to think that the brains of men should be parboil-
ed in such wilful ignorance. Let all the wits under the heavens, lay their 

together and find an assertion worse than this,( one excepteo,)and I will 
petition to be chosen the uni-t,ersal idiot of the 1corld." pp. 8, 12, Ed. 1647. 
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ti Master Joseph Rowlandson," the minister of Lancaster, 
commenced bachelor at Cambridge in 1652, with ·all the honors of 
his class, as he appears to have constituted the whole of the 
of that year. Of his ancestry* or the or place of his I-,( 
know nothing. Cotton Mather calls hi:n an author of" lesser com-
posures."t 'What these were, I venture to say, after diligent in-
quiry, is not to he discovered. Mr. Rowlandson began to preach 
in Lancaster as early as the summer or fall of 1654. In February 
following, (12, 12 mo. 1654,) be subscribed the town covenant, 
which I have before mentioned. an_d received his allotment of land. 
The commissioners, at their meeting, April 25, 1656, directed the 
town to pay Mr. Rowlandson " fifty pounds lly the year," taking 

wheat at six pence per bushel," under the usual price, " and as 
God shall enlarg·e their estates, so shall they enlarge therein an-
swerabiy," &c. In September, 1657, the Commissioners ordered 
the selectmen to talw care for the due encouragement of Master 
Rowlandson, and also for the erecting a mf'eting house," &c. In 
compliance with these orders, a house for worship was erected 
soon after. A town meeting was held in it in June, 1658. It was 
situated on the north east side of what is now the new burying 
ground, on the brow of the hill, opposite to Mr. Rowlandson's house, 
and about one third of a mile a Ji ttle to the west of south of the 
present church. In Auguet, 1657, the town conveyed to Mr. Row-
l<1ndson "by deed of gift," the house and land that been set 
apart for the use of the ministry. After preaching in town nearly 
four years, he probably became discouraged as to the prospect of 
being invited to settle, and gave out his intention of removing from 
town. '\Vhether this was done in sober earnest, or was merely to 
bring the town to terms, is only a matter of conjecture at this late 
day. The following extract from the records has some point, and 
perhaps will bear being qu.oted. 

"Monday 3, 3 mo. 1658. On the certain intelligence of Master 
*I may qua1ify this remark in a measure. Thomas Rowlandson, who, 

T think, was his father, died in Lancaster, Nov. 17, 1657. At the County 
Court in Middlesex, April, 1658," Mr. Joseph Rowlandson brought into Court 
the inventory of his father's estate, and had Administration granted to him.n 
By another entry in April Term, 1659, it appears that return of Mr. 
Rowlandson his brethren concerning their father's estate, was accepted." 
His brother Thomas was killed, as we have seen, when the town was destroy-
ed. - · 

t" Not only have we had a Danforth, a Nathaniel Mather, a Hoar, a 
Rowlandson, &:c. the authors of lesser composures out of their modest studies, 
even as with a Cresarean section, forced into light ; but also we have had an 
Hubb:ud, an Isaac Chauncey, a Willard, a Stoddard, the authors of lar,er 
composmes." Magnalia. book 4, part I. 

.?-rwJJ., /tJJ tz-e .. { ;t,:t-
o.Jt "1. 
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Rowlandson's removing from us, the selectmen treated with him to 
know what his mind was, and his answer was, his apprehensions 
were clearer for his going than for staying. They replied they 
feared his apprehensions were not well grounded, but desired to 
know his resolution. He said his resolutions were according to his 
apprehensions, for ought he ]\new. the selectmen, consider-
ing it was a case of necessity for the town to look out for other sup-
ply, told Master Rowlandson, that now they did look upon themselves 
as destitute of a minister, and should be forced to endeavor after 
some other ; so discharging him. 

"Friday 14, 3 mo. 1658.* A messenger came from Billerica to 
fetch Master Rowlandf'on away ;t upon which, the town having no-
tice given them, came together with intent to desire him to stay and 
settle amongst us : and, after some debate, it was voted as follows : 

" 1. Whether it were the mind of the town to invite Master 
Rowlandson to abide and settle amongst them in the work of the 
miaistry. The vote was affirmative by the hands of all held up. 

"2. Whether it was their mind to allow him for maintenance 
fifty pounds a year, one half in wheat, six pence in the bushel un-
der the ct.rrent prices at Boston and Charlestown, and the rest in 
other good current pay, in like proportions ; or, otherwise, fifty 
five pounds a year raking his pay at such rates as the prices of corn 
art=> sP.t every year by the Court. The vote was affirmative by 
the hands of a.ll held np. 

"3. Whether they willing that Master H.owlandson should 
have the dwf\:J.Ung house which he lived in as his own proper right 
according to the deed made uy the town and confirmed by the 
committee; with the point of land westward, and some land west, 
and some north, of his house, for an orchard, garden, yards, pasture 
and the like. 

" This was put to the vote and granted by the major part, (and 
opposed by none but old Goodman Kerley,t only there was a neuter 

*-Mr. Harrington says this was April 14, 1658. This is a mistake: the 
original record, in Ralph Houghton's hand writing, is distinct, 14, 3 mo. 
(May) 1658. 

t The meaning is, that he was invited to preach in Billerica. After-
wards, in the same year, Rev. Samuel Whiting began to preach there, and 
was ordained in April, 1663. "I-list. Memoir of Billerica," by John Farmer 
Esq. pp. 8-9. 

t Goodman Kerley (William Kerley, senior,) seems to have continued 
in a wrathful state of mind for some time; for though one of the number 
appointed to manage the municipal concerns of the town, he did not attend the 
meetings of his brethren ; it being a usual entry in the records that the Se-
lectmen met at such a time and place, all excepting Goodman Kerley . 

.. 
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or two) with this proviso, that it hindered not the burying place, 
the highway, convenient space to pass to the river, and the land* 
intended to be for the next minister, &c. 

"And upon this, Master Rowlandson accepted of the towns in-
vitation, and gave them thanks for their grant, and agreed to the 
motion, concerning his maintenance, and promised to abide with 
us in the best manner the Lord should enable him to improve his 
gifts in the work ofthe ministry." 

Mr. Rowlandson was, there is reason to believe, a rr.an of good tal-
ents and a faithful minister.t Cotton Mather and all traditions are 
in his favor. I can gather no particulars relative to his ministry: 
the early records of the town being lost, and those of the church 
probably consumed, when the town was destroyed. Nothing can 
be found relative to his ordination. 

Mr. Harrington supposes that Mr. Rowlandson was ordained the 
same year that he accepted the invitation of the town. But there 
is reason to believe that this did not take place till September, 
1660, more than two years after. The church, it seems, was not 
organized till that time. This is a fair inference froi:n the entry 
in the records of Dorchester, that on the "26th August, 1660, 
Roger Sumner was dismissed" from the church in Dorchester, "that 
with other christians, at Lancaster, a church might be formed 
there."+ Church is here spoken of as distinct from congregation. 
At that period, the law of 1641 was in force, which first establish-
etl the right to gather churches, vesting in them the power of 
electing the pastor, &c.-and according to the Cambridge platform, 
chap. ix. s. 3, 4, 5, Ordination, which was by imposition of hands, 
was to be performed by the elders ofthe church; and iftherc were 
no elders, then by some of the brethren selected for that purpose, 
or, if the chHrch desire it, by the elders of other churches. 

No instance under the Jaw of 1641 occurs to me, in which a. 
minister was ordaineu without the intervention of the church; the 
strictness that was then introduced continued many years, and was 
l\:ept in full vigor by an explanatory statute in 1668. It is then a 
reasonable supposition in the absence of all opposing testimony, 

*This probably was the land opposite to the residence of the late Sam-
uel Ward Esq. and extending towards the north east, and next to John 
Prescott's estate. 

t Mary Gates, daughter of Stephen Gates, of Lancaster, "for bold and un-
becoming speeches used in the public assemblies, and especially against Mr. 
Rowlandson, the minister of God's word there," upon evidence of John Pres-
cott and others, was convicted. She acknowledged the offence and was dis-
charged on paying for the attendance of the witnesses. Middlesex County 
Court Records, 1658 , + 1 Mass. Hist. Col. i:c. 102. 

'" , I p •, · . ' . . ... ,. 
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that the ordination did not take place earlier than September, 
1660. 

Mr. Rowlandson was the minister of the town till it was destroy-
ed in Philip's war, as bas been already related. His wife, after be-
ing a prisoner eleven weeks and five days, was ransomed early in 
May, 1676, and lived in Charlestown and Boston, with her husband 
about a year. Probably in May, 1677, they moved to Weather,·field, 
in Connecticut. Mr. Rowlandson there a while, and died 
before Lancaster was 7 The name of Rowlandson is not 
common ; and I am not able to say whether there are any descend-
ents of the worthy minister living·.t 

After the town was re-settled, and for seven years, the pulpit 
was by 1\lr. Carter (probably Samuel Carter, Harvard Uni-
versity, 1660) Vvilliam Woodrop,t anu Mr. Oakes.§ Mr. Woodrop 
was one of the two thousand ministers turned out of their benefices 
under the act of conformity, on St. Bartholemew's day, 1662. He 
came over to New England, says Cotton Mather, " after the perse-
cution which then hurricanoed such as were non-conformists." He 
was never settled in this town, although Mather and Neal, it 
would seem otherwise. 

In Feb. 1688, Mr. John Whiting was invited to preach as a can-
didate; he continued to supply the pulpit till Nov. 1690, when he 
was invited to settle, and undoubtedly was ordained soon after.\1 

*The following is a list of his children, as far as I can ascertain. I can-
not assert that it is complete. 

Mary, born 15, 11, 1657, (Jan. 1658) died 20, 11, 1660, (Jan. 1661.) 
Mary born 12, 6 mo. (August) 1665. She was taken captive, at the same 

time with her mother, and made her escape in May, 1676. 
Jos pll, born 7, 1, (March) 1661. In a deed ofhis, July 1, 1686, to John 

Wilder, ancestor of the present :VIr. Jonathan Wilder, he cal1s of 
Lancaster yeoman." This proves nothing. He is not mentioned in any of 
the rates at that period, and I doubt whether be resided here, after the res-
toration in the spring of 1680. It appears . by Whitney that he was one of :he 
original purchasers of Rutland, 22d December, 1686. That town, however, 
was not till thirty years, or more, afterwards . 

Sarah, born Sept. 15, 1669. Wounded by the lnd:ans when her mother 
was taken captive, she died at New Braintree, on the ninth day afterwards. 

tOne of the name bit off a man's em· last June in Belfast, Maine. I 
trust, however, that no one from the stock of Master Joseph Rowlandson, 
could be so mordacious. 

:j: Magnalia B. III. Neal's New England, Chap. VIII. Harrington 
the name, Wooddroffe. 

9 This may have been Edward Oakes, Harvard University, 1679. 
II It was not usual during the first age of the New England Churchfr.or in-
through the seventeenth century, to have a discourse preached at ordi-

nat.on. And when the practice was introduced, the minister elect preached 
it himself. 

{)_ 
Jh t.ar,..• (',_,.V.. i •. ,f !t.4.» tl...Ltck. 
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l tJ "'" "'" i 6.{. .. ()/I 0-t.•.FI:-d I U..\, .. 



HISTORY OF LANCASTER, 63 

'"fhe town voted, in Feb. 1688, to build;a house for their minister, 
payment to be made eighth in the rest, one half in 
work, and one half in corn, viz. Indian, one third, and English two 
thirds, at country price, or other merchantable pay." When the 
building was finished, the town gave Mr. Whiting possession in this 
way, viz. "at a town meeting Jan 3, 1690, agreed to make convey-
ance to Mr. Whiting of the house and land formerly granted by the 
town. And the town the same time went out of the house, and gave 
Mr. John Whiting possession thereof in behalf of the whole above 
written, formerly granted by the town."* Arter serving faithfully 
more than nine years, he was killed as has been before related, by 
the Indians, Sept. 11, 1697, aged thirty three. I can give no par-
ticulars touching his mioiRtry; the records of town, church and pro-
priety, being wanting during this period.t 

Mr. Whiting was the second son of Rev. Samuel Whiting, of 
Billerica, and was born in that town, August or Sept. 1, 1664, and 
graduated at Harvard University, 1685. He probably received his 
name from that of his grandmother, Elizabeth St.John, wife of Rev. 
Samuel Whiting of Lynn. It was necesRary to sink the St. lest it 
should seem an acknowledgment of the authority of the Pope and 
his power of canonization. Our fathers even when they spake of 
the and the holy fathers of the early church, did not use 
the adition of Saint."t 

On the death of Mr. Whitbg, the pulpit was supplied by Messrs. 
Robinson, Jones and Whitman, till the year 1701. The first of 
these, Mr. John Robinson, was· afterwards settled at Duxbury, in 
Nov. 1702, and continued there till his death, in 1731.§ 

says Mr. Harrington, "was invited to settle,ll but, difficul-
ties arising, his ordination was prevented and he removed." Mr. 
Samuel Whitman was of the class of 1696, Harvard University, and 

*This house was pleasantly situated opposite to the house of the late 
Samuel vVard, Esq. It· was taken down a few years ag-o. Those who paid 
the highest rates towards this building, were John Moore, Jr. John Houg·h-
ton, Henry Kerley, Thomas Wjlder, l)eac. Rogef Sumner, Whitcwb, 
EphraimRoper,&c. f7 • .. ,"' ;:: Jl...,...-.- .J ..,v- 1 ,,,..___ 

t Oliver Whiting, Esq. his Mother, in January, 1717, petitioned the pro-
prietors to have a record made of Rev. Mr. Whiting's land at Ro<.;k :vleadow, 
a?c,.also, to.do what further was necessary for ratifying the bargain between 
lus s1ster Ahce and the town. A committee wc>.s chosen who gave him a 
deed in February following. 

:t: Hutchinson, and J. Farmer. 
§ l. Mass. Hist. Col. IX. 183. 

II May not this have been John Jones, Harvard University, 1690? What 
the difficulties were, is not known. 
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in 1699, w,ls a school master in Salem. He was afterwards settled 
in the ministry. 

In 1\Iay, 1701, Mr. Andrew Gardner was invited to preach, and 
in the following- September received an invitation to be the minis-
ter of the town. He preached in town, to great acceptance, for a 
number ofyears. Mr. Gardner was unfortunately killed by one of 
his society, Oct. 1704, as has been already mentioned. He was 
soon to be ordained when this unfortunate occurrence brought sor-
row upon the town. Why his ordination was so long deferred does 
not appear. It was indeed not customary to have this ceremony 
follow so soon after the invitation, as at the present day: but the 
delay was unusual even for that period. Tradition speaks in praise 
of Mr. Gardner; and Mr. Harrington remarks that be died, "to the 
great grief not only of his consort, but of his people, who had an 
exceeding value for him."* The late yYm. ·winthrop, in his 
script catalogue, says that Mr .. Gardner "was the son of Capt. An-
drew Gardner who was killed in Canada."t 

Mr. Hancock also, in his sermon preacheil at the installation of 
Mr. Harrington, speaks of him as "son of the worthy C.tpt. Andrew 
Gardner, who miscarried in an expedition to Canada, under Si r ·wil-
liam Phips." Mr. Gardner was but thirty years of age when he 
died. He was born, I have reason to believe, in that part of Cam-
bridge, which is now Brighton,i and graduated at Harvard Univer-
sity, 1696, in the same class with Samuel Whitman. He is not in 
italicks in the catalogue of the University, because he never re 
ceived ordination. 

On the 31st July, 1704, a short time before l\1r Gardner's death, 
the meeting house was burnt by the Indians. This as I have al-
ready mentioned, in Philip's war and was the 
first house of public worship in town. 
-From the records of the General Court, it appears that some 
difficulty attended the erection of a second building. For, on the 
28th December, 1704, the Court voted to allow the town forty pounds 
towards a.new building, .as soon as the inhabitants should erect a 
frame. And on petition of sund!'y of the inhabitants, referring to 
the place of setting the building, a committee was chosen to hear 

*See also Mr. Hancock's sermon, mentioned below. 

t Letter of James Savage, Esq. Aug. 1826. The first Judge Joseph Wil-
der and his brother, Col. James WildPr, married sisters of Rev. Mr. Gardner. 
Ten acres ofland, in town, were set off by the proprietors to his heirs in 1747. 

t.Lette.r from Rev. Mr. Homer of 
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the parties, and report." In :May, 1706, John Houghton, Esq. the 
Representative of the town for that year, petitioned that "the 
striction might be taken off against the said town's proceeding in 
the finishing of their meeting house in the place where they had 
raised a frame for that use." The request was granted, and the 
building was probably completed that year. It was situated on the 
Old Common, so called, opposite to the second burying ground.* 

In :May following Mr. Gardner's death, Mr. John Prentice com-
menced preaching in Lancaster. He continued to supply the pul-
pit until February, 1707, when he was invited to become the min-
ister of the town. The invitation he accepted, and was ordained 
March 29, 1708. On the same day, previous to the ordination, a 
covenant was signed by the members of the church, general in its 
nature, binding those who professed it, to holy lives, with watch-
fulness of each other's conduct, :1cknowledging tJ.e equality of the 
churches, and the sufficiency of holy scripture, and refraining from 
the injunction of particular doctrines as necessary to enable one to 
pn.rticipate in the ordinances. It is reasonable to suppose that the 
earlier covenants were not more technical and precise, and that, 
while due regard was paid to Orthodox faith,1· christian liberty was 
reg-arded as a sacred right.t 

In 1726 and 1727, motions to build a new house of worship 
were negatived. Another attempt for a new building where the 
first meeting house stood, or on School House hill, where the town 
house now stands, was made without success, in 1733, and 1737. 
A motion for one on the west side of the Neck, and another on the 
east side of the river, was negatived in 1734. A new petition in 
17 41, for two buildings, one for the accommodation of the mile and 
the south part of the town, and another for the remaining inhabi-

I ' /": v 
*This burying field was given by Capt. Thom:1s Wilder, who died in ,11 (;, tovt C ... 

1717. He was the eldest son of Thomas Wilder, the first settler of the name. 1.. ..._,4,--
The old burying ground, was probably separated for that use as early as 1653. .__ .... 
The third, was purchased of Rev. Dr. Thayer and Hon. John Sprague, in 
1798. 

t March, 1731--Town voted to buy Rev. Pres. Samuel Willard's" Body 
of Divinity, to be kept in the meeting house for the town's use, so that any 
person may come there and read therein as often as they shall see cause, and 
said book is not to be carried our. of the meeting house, at any time, except 
by order of the selectmen or the town." This divine was son of Major WiL.-
lard before named, one of the or-iginal purchasers of Concord, and great grand 
father of the late President Willard, of Harvard University. 

f. Nov. 1734--voted, that any desirous of admission to full communion, 
and declining to make a rf!lation of his or her experiences, may be admitterl 
by making a written confession of their faith. Church Recor<is. 

1 
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taots, met with the same fate. However, in January, 1742, at a 
town meeting called by a magistrate, it was voted, to builJ two 
houses, according to the petition of 1741, viz. one of them for the 
new precinct near Ridge hill in Woouksechauckset, and the other, 
on School House hill. 

March 8, 1742, the old or first parish formed itself into a pre-
cinct, and chosP. officers. The new building in the first parish was 
completed in 1743.* It contained thirty three pews on the !ower 
floor, with many long seats, as was usual at that day. 

The church and town were in great harmony during the minis-
try of Mr. Prentice. In 1746, his health began to fail, and, from 
that period to the time of his death, his pulpit was supplied by 
Messrs. Benjamin Stevens, ·william Lawrence, Cotton Brown, and 
Stcl'hen Frost.t He died muclt lamented, January 6, 17 , aged 
66, "after a life of much service and faithfulncss."t He is said to 
have possessed great dignity and severity of mam.ers, and to have 
been bold, direct, and pointed in his style of preaching.§ ''God 
gave him the tongue of the learned" said Mr. Hancock, "so he 
knew how to speak a word unto him that was weary; the God of 
the spirits of all flesh fitted him for his work, and taught him how 

*The committee consisted of Joseph Wilder, Samuel Willard, Josiah 
White, Oliver Wilder and William Richardson. The parish granted £1045, 
5s. 8d. old tenor, to build the church; the actual cost was £863, 3s. 7d. 

t Benjamin Stevens, S. T. D. was a native of Charlf'stown, and minister 
ofKittery, in Maine. GradnatediHarvard University, 1740. Mr. Lawrence 
Harvard University, 1743. Mr. Brown, Harvard 1743, born in 
Haverhill, and minister in Brookline. Mr. Frost, Harvard University, 1739. 
Tbe same who is mentioned ante in note p. He was a member of Mr. Pren-
tice's church. 

:j: Mr. Prentice was twice married. His first wife was Mrs. Mary Gard-
ner, widow of his predeceswr. Their sons were Sta/nton, Thomas and John. 
:Mary, the eldest daug-hter, married Rev. Job Cushing, minister of Shrcwshu-
ry, March, 1727; Elizabeth, Mr. Daniel Rohbins, of the west parish, and af. 
ter his death, Capt. of Worcester; Sarah, Dr. Smith, and afterwards 
Col. Brigham of Southborough. The second wife was Mrs. Prudence Swan, 
mother of Rev. Josiah Swan, before mentioned. She was born in Cbal'les-
town, and her maiden name was Foster. Prudence, a daughter, manied Jo-
siah Brown, of the west parish, a graduate at Cambridge. Relief, married 
R ev. John Rogers, minister of Leominster, March, 1750. Rebecca, married 
Rev. John Mellen, of the west parish. 

H ie preached a number of occasional sermon!!, viz. an Election sermon, 
}lay 2B, 1735, from 2 Chron. III. 4,5 and part of 6th verses, which was printed. 
A sermon at the opening of the first Court in the County of Worcester, Aug. 
lO, 1731, from 2 Chron. XIX. 6, 7. A sermon at the ordination of Rev. Eb- . 
enezer Parkman, Oct. 28, 1724, from 2 Cor. XII. 15. A funeral discourse, 
'at Marlborough, on occasion ofthe death ofH.ev. Robert Breck, Jan. 1731. 
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he ought to behave himself in "the house of God. They that knew 
him esteemed him for his piety, his probity, his peaceableness, and 
g·entleness, and fot• his commendable steadiness in these uncertain 
times. He was a practical, scriptural, profitable As to 
his secular affairs, with the help of that PRUDENCE,* God gave 
him, he managed them with discretion." Mr. Prentice was ana-
tive of Newton. He graduated at Cambridge in the class of 1700, 
which contains the names ofvVinthrop,Bradstreet, Hooker, Whiting, 
Robert Breck, &c. His father was 1\lr. Thomas Prentice of New-
too, who married Mary Thomas Prentice, a brave and dis-
tinguished commander of a corps of cavalry in Philip's war, was a 
relation. Thomas, the father, died Nov. 6th, 1722, aged 93. He 
lmd been, according to tradition, together with Captain Prentice 
and another relation of the same name, one of Oliver Cromwell's 
Body Guard. By an ancient manuscript, in the possession of Rev. 
l\ r. Homer of N ewtoo, it appears that Mr. Prentice (without doubt · 
H.ev. John Prentice) was admitted to the ·church inN ewton, March 
14, 1708, and tal{en out the same day. His relation was then, I pre-
sume, transferred to the church in Lancaster, over which he was 
ordained J1onday, March 29, 1708.t 

On the fourth of January, 1748, a few days before the death of 
1\Ir. Prentice, it was voted to settle a colleague "if God should spare 
their miniater's life." Thursday the ·21st was set apart for a day of 
fasting and prayer, and the neighboring ministers, Messrs. GarJner, 
Secornb, Rogers, Goss, anll Mellen, were desired to assist on the 
occasion. Feb. 28, 17 48, the united with the church in in-
viting .Mr. Cotton Brown to be their minister ; and voted to give 
him £2000 old tenor, to enable him to purchase a parsonage, and 
£-180 old tenor for his annual salary. Mr. Brown probably declin-
ed the offer ;t for, on the' 8th August following, they voted to hear 
no ·more candidates till they came to a choice, and desired the 
church to select one from who had already preached. Ac-
cordingly, on the same day, the church made choice of the Rev. 
Timothy Harrington, with but two dissenting votes, and the socie-
y immediately concurred in the choice. They offered him £1000, 

second wife. She died, July, 17G5. 

tFor what relates to the parentage of NTr. Prentice, I am indebted to 
Rev. Mr. Homer of Newton, and John .Mellen Esq. of Cambridge. 

Mr. PrE'ntice',: salary in 1717, was £70: 1718,£85: 1726, £100: 1731, 
.£130: 1737 £ ·210, old tenor: the same in 1744, 5 and 6, the prtsent 
currency,,, 

tHe was ordained at Brookline, Oct. 6, 1748, died, Aprill3, 17il 
9 
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old tenor, as a settlement, or £2000 for the purchase of a parson-
age, and the same salary* that was offered to Mr. Brown. Mr. 
Harrington accepteu the invitation, and was installed Nov. 16, 
1748. The sermon was preached by Rev. John Hancock, of Lex-
ington.t Thirteen churches were· represented by their " Elders 
and delegates, viz: Mr. Loring's of Sudbury, Mr. Gardner's of 
Stow, Mr. Stone's of Southborough, Mr. Parkman's of Westborough, 
Mr. Secomb's of Harvard, Mr. Goss' of Bolton, Mr.· Rogers' of 
Leominster, Mr. Mellen's of the west parish, (Sterling,) Rev. Dr. 
Appleton's of Cambridge, Mr. Hancock's of Lexington, Mr. Wil-
liams' of Waltham, Mr. Storer's of Watertown, and Mr. Stearn's of 
Lunenburg." 

Mr. Harrington had been the minister at Lower Ashuelot or 
Swansey, in New Hampshire. That town was April 2, 
1747, and the inhabitants were scattered. Monday, Oct. 4, 1748, 
his church met at Rutland, Mass. and gave their former pastor a dis-
mission and warm recommendation to the first church in Lancaster. 
The letter was signed by Nathaniel Hammond, Timothy Brown, 
and Jonathan Hammond, and was highly acceptable to the church 
in this town. 

During the ministry of Mr. Harrington, great changes took 
place in the state of society in New England. No period of our 
history is fraught with greater interest and instruction. Ancient 
simplicity was yielding to the alterations, if not the refinements, in 
manners, induced by a widening intercourse with the world, the 
increase of general intelligence, and the number of well educated 
men. 'l'he profession of law had acquired weight and influence, 
and its members were taking the lead in all that related to the po-
litical exi£tence and improvement of the provinces. An inquisitive 
spirit began to stir in the chnrch, which is still active and busy, 
under a change of the points of discussion. 

I do not find that the introduction of instrumental music as a part 
of public worship, or the change in the mode of gave rise 
to any uneasiness in the parish.t Not so however with the intro-

* The salary was annually settled by the price of the principal articles 
of life, £480 old tenor, equal to £64 lawful money, or $213 33. Fot· a few 
years the salary was as high as $300. 

t This sermon was printed. The text was from 1. Cor. IX. 19. Mr. 
Hancock was father of Rev. John Hancock of Braintree, and Grandfather of 
Gov. Hancock. 

:j: Except Mr. Wheelock used to shake his head, when the pitch pipe wa,! 
sounded, and Thomas Holt would leave the house at the sound of the pitch 
pipe, or when 11 funeral was sung. 
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duction of the" New Version." Many weregrieved because ofthe 
change, and two individuals proceeded further. The version ot 
Sternhold and Hopkins,* the first metrical version of the Psalms, in 
English, was never used in this town. This was not in high repnte; 
Eliot, VVeli:le,. ·a.nd Richard Mather, in 1639, attempted a translation, tlN4. ' .. ,, - . I' '1--D but their labors were not valued; and President Dunster, _ - _ 

vear, was called upon to revise the collection. His im- ,h .. 
proved version was the one in use in most· of the New England :1 
Churches for many years-and, in Lancaster, till the time of Mr. • J£ 
Harrington. ProLably about the year 1763, the collection by 
'rate and Brady was introduced. Early in 1}65, a complaint was 
made that one of the members of the church, Moses Osgood, 
with bis wife, Martha, had been absent from the communion service 
more than a year. On being inquired of };ly the church, why they 
absented themselves from the Supper, they sent a written reply, in 
which they say that the reason is, "the bringing in of the New 
Version, as we think, not in a pTudent and regular way. Also we 
find, in said Version, such words and expressions as are unknown 
by us, so that we cannot sing with the understanding also. The 
composers of the said version, we find, have taken too great a lib-
erty to themselves, as we think, to depart from the scriptures. 
And as for the hymns taken from the other parts ot the bible, we 
}mow of no warErnt in the bible for them, and shall humbly wait on 
such as are the maintainers of them to produce and demonstrate 
the warrantauleness for them from the word of God. We are 
therefore waiting the removing or in some way or other the satis-
fying the above said doubts; for they are a matter of grievance to 
us, nod we think we are wronged in our highest interest, &c." 
Further complaint was made against them, that they had 
declared "the church bad broli:en covenant with them, 
in bringing in the !'! P.W Version of the Psalms, which they af-
firmed to be made tor Papists and .flrminians, to be full of her-
esy, ancl in an unknown tongue." Also, that "Mr. Harrington 
ed at the conference meeting, that he was one half the church, 
and that he would disannul the meeting." 

For this second charge, the offenders made satisfaction; but on 
the first, the evidence that was adduced to consid-

*Thomas Sternhold, a Court poet, translated 51 psalms. John Hopkin!!, a 
c1ergyman,58. The other contributors were, principally, William 
ham, Dean of Durham, and Thomas Norton, a Darri:tter. fee 2-Ellls' speci-
mens of the ear·ly English Poets, p. 116. 
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-ered insutncient, and no excuse being offered, the cborch ·voted an 
admonition ancl "suspension." The wife afterwards (1780, May,) 
came forward, made explanations that were deemed satisfactory, 
and was restored. The husband probably continued s eadfast in 
adhering to the old version by President Dunster. I do ot find that 
he forsook his first love, or that his suspension was 

Many of the clergy, of Mr. Harrington's time, had departed 
from the standard of faith professed by the churches in general, 
from the first settlement of New England. The prevailing doc-
trines from the beginning n•ere those of Calvin, and it reqnired 
no ordinary moral courage, years ago, for any one to break 
asunder the of religious dogmas that had encompassed a11, 
and come out in the independent and conscientious avowal of a new 
system of doctrine. The people were not prepared for a sudden 
change of the faith which had been handed down from parent to 
child, for many generations, and which had collected veneration in 
its progress and by its long continuance. Most of the clergy, in 
this vicinity, who embraced the tenets of Arminius, soon found 
that the age was not arrived that would tolerate a departure from 
the metaphysical speculations of the old school. They were 
ohliged, therefore, as honest men, to avow their sentiments, at 
whatever hazard, and in consequence, to relinquish their pastoral 
relations to their persuasion of the truth. Mr. Harrington howev-
er, who was of this class of believers, was regarded with singular 
affection by his people, and in that way probably, escaped the fate 
of his brethren.t 

A history of this period in our Ecclesiastical affaris, impartially 
and faithfully written, would be a work of great interest to exh ibit 
the spirit of inquiry and speculation, then just starting into exist-
ence, tracing it from its Beginning, and shewing how the excite-
ment of political discussion that was preparing the way for nation-
al independence, opened the mind to general inquiry in other sub-
jects, especially to those relating to the true interests of man. 

*He died, March 10, 1776. Rev. Zabdiel Adams of Lunenburg, in 1771. 
delivered a discourse in Lancaster, "on the nature, pleasures and advantages 
of Church Music." This was probably about the time of the change introduc-
ed in the mode of singing, &c. See page 87, Note. The was 
printed. s superseded Tate and Brady, Lan-
caster. ! L /r 

t In justice however, it should be stated, that his conduct at this time 
was not decided and manly. Although fully an Arminian, he displeased 
many, at time, by the temporising course he adopted. He was of the 
council assembled to decide upon the difficulties at Leominster, and voteU. for 
t:he diemission of Mr. a theologian of the same persuasion. 
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The difficulties in Bolton resulted in the dismission of Rev. Mr. 
Goss, the minister, by a majority of the church in that place. To 
this ..... they seem to have been driven by the course pursued by 
the Ecclesiastical council, which acquitted Mr. Goss of the chflrges 

, brought against him-charges which, it sef:ms, were true-at least 
sufficiently so to disqualify him for the duties of his holy office . 
The Council, besides, passed a censure on those who had dismissed 
Mr. Goss, and attempted to exclude them from partaking of chris-
tian privileges in otber churches. The ground ·work of the whole 
difficulty was an effort, on the part of the clergy, to assume an ar-
bitrary and irresponsible power o\er the laity, which led to a prop-
er resistance on the part of the latter. In June, 1772, Samuel Ba-
lcer, Ephraim Fairbanks, and Nathaniel Longley, a Committee in 
behalf of the Church in Holton, sent a letter to the first Church in 
Lancaster, containing a clear and satisfactory defence of their pro .. 
ceedings, as "not being a usurped authority, but as being the prac-

--ttee of the primitive churches-as being allowed by their own plat-
fo)·m,-but still, a power they were unwilling to exercise, unless 
rei).uced to real necessity." They then inquire whether they are 
to be excluded from communion with other churches, and to be 

(tondemned without being heard. This letter 'Vas ]aid by Mr. Har-
rington, before his church, nnd the following is a cop}' of the pro-
ceedings. "At a meeting of the first Church in Lancaster, by 
adjournment, on July 21, 1772, voted as follows-Whether this 
church be so far in charity with the brethren of Bolton, let-
ter is before them, as to be willing to receive them to communioa 
with them in spP.cial ordinances occasionally." 

Passed in the affirmative. Which vote was nonconcurred by the 
Pastor as follows :-"Brethren,! think myself bound in duty to God, 
to the Congregational churches in general, to this church, in par-
ticular and to my own conscience, to declare, which I now do- be-
fore you, that I cannot concur with this vote. 

" This vote shall be recorded, bnt my nonconcurrence must be 
recorded with it. And as the brethren from Bolton now see your 
charitable sentiments towards them, I hope they will be so far sat-
isfied. But as the church act in their favor is not perjected, I 
bope they will not offer themselves to communion with us, till 
their society is in a more regular statP.." 

Mr. Harrington continued to live in harmony with his people,. 
during a long and useful ministry : no lasHng disturbance injured 
his good influence; no root of bitterne.ss sprang up between him 
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and his people. He i5 represented as having possesseJ respecta-
ble powet·s of mind, with great mildness and simplicity of charac-
ter. Liberal in his feelings, he practised charity in its e as 
well as its narrow sense. 'frue piety and an habitual exercise of 
the moral and social virtues, rendered him highly useful in his sa-
cred office, and an interesting and instructive companion in the 

1 common walks of life. 
In 1787, Mr. Harrington, being quite advanced in life, received 

some aid from the town, in the discharge of his duties. From 
March, 1791, till the following spring, the gentlemen, who, in part, 
supplied the pulpit, were Messrs. Alden Bradford, H. U. 1786, 
afterwards settled at w ·i$casset-now residing in Boston, and late 
Secretary ofState; Thaddeus M. Harris, H. U. 1787, S. T. D. now 
a minister in Dorchester ; Daniel C. Safnders, H. U. 1788, 
dent of Burlington College, now minister in Medfield; and Rev. Jo-
seph Davis. 

ln March, 1792, it was voted to settle a colleague with Re..v. 
:Mr. Harrington, and a committee was appointed to wait upon Mr. 
Harrington, touching his inclination respecting a colleague, &c. 
and to supply the oesk for twelve weeks.* In July, 1792, 
that the town will hear Mr. Thayert a further time. June 3, 179J 
the voted unanimously to concur with the church, in gh' ing 
him an invitation to be their minister, with a settlement of £200, 
and a salary of £90, during Mr. Harrington's life time, and £120 
($400t) after his decease. The invitation was accepted in a letter 
dated Cambridge, July 11, 1793. The ordination was Oct. 9,1793.§ 
The sermon was preached by Rev. Dr. Osgood, of Medford, from 
Acts xx. 27. The other services were as follows, viz: Introduc-
tory prayer by Rev. Dr. Belknap; consecrating prayer, by Rev. 
1\fr. Whitney; Charge, by Rev. Mr. Jackson; Right hand of Fel-
lowship, by Rev. Mr. Emersou; Concluding prayer, by Rev. Dr. 
Clarki.. The following were the churches present: Leominster, 

'*The other gentlemen who preached here before the invitation given to the 
present minister, were Rev. Thomas Gray, D. D. of Roxbury, Rev. Heze-
lriah Packard, D. D. of Maine, R.eY. Aaron Green, of Malckn, 
Rev. Hezekiah Goodrich, of Rutland, ll.ev. Thomas C. Thafchr:>r, formerly of 
Lynn. 

t H. U. 1789. Tutor, S. T. D. 
:j: In 1804, $S 10; 1805, $400; 1811, raised permanently to $525. 
9 Messrs. "\Vales, Oliver Carter, and Eli Stearns, were thanked by 

the town "for t.Ceir timely and useful exertions in preparing suitable proYis-
.on, &c. for the ordaining council, and for the polite manner in which they 
conducted the business of atteuding upon them, and it was voted, that their 
freely rendering thiil -service be recorded in grateful remembrance of their 
1;enerosity .'> 
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l'tev. Francis Garuner; Lunenburg, Rev. Zabdicl Ad,uns; Shirley, 
Rev. Phinehas 'Vhltney; Harvard, Rev. \Villiam Emerson; Bolton, 
Rev. Pliinehas Wrrghtl; Berlin, Rev. Reuben Puffer, D. D.; Ster-
ling, Rev. Reuben Holcomb; Worcester, Rev. Aa1·on Bancroft, D. D.; 
Brookline, Rev. J osepll Jackson; Newburyport, Rev. Thomas 
Cary, Rev. John Andrews, D. D.; Medford, Rev. David Osgood, 
D. D.; Cambridge, Rev. Abiel Holnfi", D. D.; Boston, First Church, 
Rev. John Clarke, D. D. ; Federal Street, Rev. Jere my Belknap, 
D. D.; New North Church, Rev. John Eliot, D. D. 

Mr. Harrington, preached but little during the last five years of 
his life. After being in an infirm. state of health for some time, 
he died, December 18, 1795, in the .80th year of his age. A ser-
mon was preached by his colleague and successor, at the funeral, 
Dec. 23, from 2 Tim. iv. 7, l3, and was afterwards printed.* 

l\'Ir. Harrington was born in Waltham, Feb. 10, 1716, and grad-
uated, Harvard University, 1737, in a distinguished class. He was 
first ordained, as we have already seen, at Swansey, inN cw Hamp-
shire. After leaving Swansey, he preached in this town and other 
places as a candidate, till his settlement inN ov. 1618. 

The building that had been usetl as a house for public worship 
from 1743,being old, and inconvenient, the town voted, Dec. 4, 1815, 
to erect a new building of brick. A farm a little to the northeast 
of the old house was purchased of Benjamin Lee, Esq. by a num-
ber of individuals, and two acres were conveyed by them to the 
town for the sum of $633 33, as appcised by Messrs. James Wilder, 
Moses Thomas and Thomas II. Blood, of Sterling. Messrs. Eli 
Stearns, J acoh Fisher, and William Clefvcland, were chosen a 

*Further, as to his character, see the above sermon, also two othet·s from 
the same hand, printed Feb. 1817. Ylr. Harrington's printed discourses, be-
sirles his Century Sermon, 1\Iay 28, 1753, Psalm CXIX. 1, 2, were," Pre-
vailing wickedness, and distressing judgments, ill-bouing symptoms on a stu-
pid people." IIosea, vii. 9. Also, one at Princeton, Dec. 23,1759, from 1 Cor. 
vii. 15. 

Mr. Harrington was twice married. His first wife was Anna Harrington , 
of Lexington, a cousin, born June 2, 1716, and died, May 19,1778. Their 
children wer<l Henrietta, born at Lexington, 1744, and married John Locke, 
of Templeton, brother to President Locke, of the University; Arethusa 
born at Lexington, 1747. Eusebia, born at Lancaster, May 175.1-married 
Paul Richarrlson, sometime of this place; afterwards of Winchester, N. H . 
Timothy, born Sept. 1753. H. U. 1776, a physician in Chelmsford, died, Feb. 
26, 1804. His only son, Rufus, died in Boston, eighteen ot· nineteen years 
!ince. Uea. Thomas Harrington, born Nov, 1755, now living ip Heath. An-
na, born July, 1758, married Dr. Bridge, a physician Pct"ersham, son of 
Rev. Mr. Bridge of Framingham. After death, she was married to Josh-
ua J!'isher, M.D. M. M.S. &c. of Beverly. They are bolh living. Mr . 

. Harrington bad other children who died in infancy. His second wife 
widow of Re\'. Mr. Bridgr, of li'rarninghRm 
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building committee. In January, 1816, it was voted, that the new 
church should contain not more than 4,400, nor less than 
squa-re 1eet, and that there should be a porch and portico, of such 
size as the committee should approve. 

After the spot for the new church wa'S selected, difficulties oc-
curred in deciding whether the front of the building should be to-
wards the west, or south. Aft!r much discuss,ion, and various votes 
on the subject, at a number of different meeting·s, the parties 
agreed to abide by the decision of certain gentlemen from other 
to\vos mutually selected for the purpose. 

The opinion of these gentlemen was in favor of a south entrance, 
and their decision being final, was in afte1· a short time. 

The corner stone was laid July 9, 1816. A silver plate with this 
inscription was deposited beneath-" Fourth house built in Lancas-
ter for the worship ofGod. Cornerstonelaid, July 9, 1816. May 
God make our ways prosperous, and give us good success. Rev. 
N'athaniel Thayer; pastor of our Chut·ch." A previous address 
was made by the pastor: 87th psalm, Belknap's collection, was 
sung, and prayer by the pastor concluded the exercises. The build-
ing was dedicated on the first day of January, A. D. 1817. Intro-
ductory prayer by ;Rev. l\1r. Capen, of Sterling, " who also read 
the prayer of Solomon at !he dedication of the temple." Dedica-
tory prayer, by Rev. Dr. Bancroft, of Worcester. Sermon, by the 
pastor of the Society, from Ephesians, ii. 19, 20, 21, 22. Conclud-
ing prayer, by Rev. Mr. Allen, of Bolton. 

l!""'rom a description of the pubiished at the time, I 
extract the following:-

The dt!sign of the edifice was by Charles Bulfinch, Esq.* of Bos-
ton. The body of the building is 74 by 66 feet, with a porch, por-
tico, tower and cupola. The portico is 48 by 17 feet, of square 
brick columns, arched with pilasters, entablature, and pediment of 
the Doric order; the vestibule, or porch, is 48 by 19 feet and 
contains the gallery stairs; the tower is 21 feet square; the cu-
pola is circulat\ and of singular beauty ;-it is surrounded with a 
colonade of 12 fluted pillars, with entablature, and cornice, of the 
lonic order; above which is an Attic encircled with a festoon dra-
pery, the whole surmounted by a dome, balls, and vane. The 
height from the ground is about 120 feet. Inside, the front of the 
gallery is of ballustrade work, and is supported by ten fluted pillars 
of the Doric order, and has a clock in front, presented by a gentle-

Now N alional Architect at ·w tuhington. 
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man of the sociP.ty.* The pulpit rests on eight fluted columns, and 
four pilasters of the Ionic order : the upper section js supported by 
six Corinthian columns also and is lighted by a circular bead-
ed window, ornnmented with double pilasters fluted ; entablature · 
and cornice of the Corinthian order ; this is decorated with a cur-
tain and drapery from a Parisian model, which, with the materials, 
were presented by a friend ;t they are of rich green figured satin. A 
handsome Pulpit Bible was presented also by a friend,t and a bell, 
weighing 1300 lbs. was given by gentlemen of the town. 

The following is a complete list of baptisms and admissions to 
full communion from March 29, 1708, to the present time. 

Baptisms dtn-ing Rev. Mr. Prentice's ministry, 
From his death, Jan. 1748, to settlement of Rev. Mr. } 

Harrington, Nov. !6, 1748. 
During Re\1'. Mr. Harrington's ministry, 
From the ordination of Rev. Dr. Thayer, to the pre-} 

sent time, _ .... v....-..<ft- t ¥ ..t c.. _ 
· Total, 

Admissions during Rev. Mr. Prentice's ministry, 
H Rev. :Mr. Harrington's, " 
" " Rev. Dr. Thayer's " t;. fyu., 

Total, 

1593 
38 

1531 
862 

4024 

331 
478 
307 

1116 

"rhe town of Lancaster bas ever enjoyed singular peace and 
harmony in its religious ·affairs. N Q council, so of-
ten the cause of bitterness at the present day, has ever been held 
within our limits, except for the purpose of assisting at ordinations. 
\Vithin the present bounds of the town, there is, and never has 
been but one regular and incorporated religious society, and that 
of the Congregational denomination. 

Individuals here, as well as in other towns, make use of the fa-
cilities which the law affords them and join themselves to other 
persuasions. In many it is not to be doubted, this is done· 
from conscientious motives-in others, a ce1·tijicate proves a cheap 
and expeditious riddance of the expense of !upporting the institu-
tions of our holy faith, and a general indifference to prosper-
ity may be concealed under the appearanee. of ef COD• 

science. 
*Jacob Fisher, Esq. 
t S. V. S. Wilder, Esq. 
±Mr. Abel Wrifford. 

10 
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)1 ... g{L-&<-l••"' 
- MEMOIR OF JUDGE SPRAGUE. 

The Hon. John Sprague was a citizen of Lancaster from Sept. 
1, 1770, to the of Sept. 1800, the time of his death. The 
town was much indebted to him for the correctness of their munici-
pal proceedings, and the unanimity with which their affairs were 
conducted. He was born at Rochester, in the county of Plymouth, 
then Province of the Massachusetts Bay, on the 21st of June A. D. 
17 40, 0. S. corresponding to the 2d of July, N. S. He was the 
son of Noah Sprague, by Sarah, his wife, who was a lineal de-
icendant of Elizabeth Penn, the sister of Sir William Penn, who was 
an Admi·ral under Cromwell, and the father of William Penn, the 
J>roprietor of Pennsylvania; her husband was William Hammond, 
of London. Benjamin Hammond, their son, removed from London to 
Sandwich, in the colony of Plymouth, married there in and 
thence removed to Rochester. J oho Hammond the second son by 
this marriage, married Mary Arnold, daughter of the Rev. Samuel 
Arnold, the first minister of Rocltester, and Sarah, a daughter, by 
this marriage was Mr. Sprague's mother. Judge Sprague began to 
prepare for College in Dec. 1760, and entered therein at Cambridge 
at the end of the summer vacation after, viz. A. D. 1761. Having 
pursued his collegiate studies with reputation, he graduated in 1765, 
and soon after took charge of the grammar school in Rox!>ury; 
commenced the study of physic there, and. pursued it under the in-
struction of the late Doct. Thomas VVilliams for a short time, viz. 
until May, 1766. In that month he removed to Wor.cester, aban-
doned the study of physic, and entered as a clerk in the office of 
Col. James Putnam, an eminent Barrister at Law, and kept a pri-
vate grammar school there. At the May term of the Court of 
Common Pleas, 1768, he was admitted an Attorney of that Court, 
removed from thence to Rhode Island, and in the following Sept. 
was admitted an Attorney in the Superior r.ourt in the county of 
Providence, colony of Rhode Island, &c. and opened hhi office in 
Newport; there he remained without the prospect of much busi-
ness, in the diligent pursuit of his professional studies, until May, 
1799, when he removed to Keene, in the county of Cheshire, then 
provincP- of New Hampshire, where he pursued the practice of 
Law until Sept. 1, 1770, made himself acquainted with the people, 
and the business of the Courts there, and by his talents, industry 
and fidelity, acquired a reputation which long ·afterward afforded 
him extensive professional employment in the interior counties of 
that province. Inclined to take up his permanent abode in his na-
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tive province, he then removed from Keene to Lancaster, in the 
county of Worcester, and opened an office in partnership with Abel 
Willard, Esq. a respectable Counsellor at Law, for the term of ten 
years, beginning the 21st of the same month. This partnership was 
interrupted by the war with Great Britain. Mr. Willard adhering 
to the King, left Lancaster in March, 1775, and never returned. 
In April, 1772, he was admitted an Attorney of the Superior Court 
at Worcester. In Dec. 1772, he married Catherine Foster, of 
Charlestown, the twelfth child and ninth daughter of Richard Fos-
ter, Sheriff of Middlesex ; by this marriage, he had one son 
and two daughters. He was occupied in extensive professional 
employment, till arms silenced the Jaws; then he shared in the 
burdens and privations common to his neigbhors and fellow citizens 
in the eventful period of the revolution. Having purchased a small 
farm in the centre of the he labored upon it as a farmer; dis-
mantled himself of his linen and ruffles and other appropriate ha-
biliments, and assumed the garments oflabor, which were then the 
checkered shirt and trowsers. He was resorted to for counsel in 
all cases of difficulty which occurred, and toward the close of the 
revolution, when our government was formed, and business revived, 
he was one of the principal counsellors and advocates in our Courts 
of Justice. His legal learning was so well combined with and aid-
ed by common sense, and a sound discretion, that he was consider-
ed one of the most safe, discerning and upright counsellors in the 
Commonwealth. As an advocate, he was not the most eloquent, but 
such was the fairness of his statements and force of his arg·uments, 
that conviction seemed their natural result. He wa5l cotemporary 
with the two Strongs, the late Governor, and the late Judge, both 
of the county of Hampshire, and the late Hon. Levi Lincoln, of 
Worcester, and di virled with them the multiplied business of advo-
cating causes and collecting debts in the counties of Hampshire, 
W orc,ester and Middlesex, and in the counties of Hillsborough and 

in New Hampshire. In May, 1732, he was elected a 
representative of the town to the General Court, and in the J anu-
ary session following, a vacancy in the Senate occurring, being a 
candidate, voted for by the people, was elected by the Legislature 
to fill that vacancy, and was again elected to the Senate by the 
Jleople in 1785. In February, he was first commissioned a 
Justice of the Peace and quorum, for the county of Worcester. So 
high was he held in the estimation of the Judges of the Supreme 
Judicial Court, as a Lawyer, that at the February term of that 

. . •, 
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Court in Suffolk, 1784, he was made a Barrister at Law, and wat 
called to that distinction by the first writ that issued for Barrister 
jn the Commonwealth ; the mode of admission preceding the rev-
olution having been without writ. He was to have been admitted 
before the revolution, but the tumults in the country interrupted 
the Courts. He was elected to represent the town in the General 
Court in 1784 and 1785. 

In 1786, Mr. Sprague w·as selected by the Government ag the 
law adviser of MaJ. Gen. Lincoln, to attend him in his expedition 
against Daniel Shays and his adherents, who had excited a rebel-
lion in the Commonwealth. 

May 5, 1787, he was bereaved of his wife, and in the latter 
part of the same year, he married Mary Ivers, the widow of Thom-
as Ivers, Esq. late Treasurer of the Commonwealth, and eldest 
child of Mr. John Cutler and Mary, his wife, of Boston, who surviv-
ed him. In 1788, he was elected a member of the convention for 
ratifying the ConstitutLon of the United States. The town was op-
posed to the ratification, and by a committee of seven gave him in-
structions to vote against it. Having confidence, however, in the 
intelligence and rectitude of their delegate, they so qualified the 
instructions as to leave him to vote as he should think proper. He 
was one of seven out of fifty members frvm the county, who voted 
in the affirmative. In the winter of the same year, he was appoint-
ed Sheriff of the county of Worcester, in the place of William 
Greenleaf, Esq. who was removed from that office. He was punc-
tual and faithful in the performance of his official duties, reduced 
the former irregularities in the administration of the office to or-
der and system, and resigned it in 1792. 

He returned to the practice of law, and continued in it until 
1798. He represented the town in the General Court from the year 
1795 to 1799 inclusive. In 1798, he was appointed Chief Justice of the 
Court of Common Pleas for the County of Worcester. It was a new ami 
valuable acquisition to have a learned lawyer at the head of the Judi-
cial administration of the County, whose integrity and talents fitted 
him for the station, and whose justice and impartiality ensure 
the confidence of all engaged in the business of the Court. In this of-
fice he continued until his death. His historical and legal knowl-
edge, the accuracy of his mind, and its adaptation in the choice of 
language to express it on all subjects, rendered him a very useful 
member of the legislature, and he was looked to as a safe adviser 
anJ guide in the political and concerns of the Commonwealth . 

.. 
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He was a lover of peace, and possessed a happy talent at reconcil-
ing jarring interests and harmonizing discordant feelings. Such 
were his mental qualities, so strong his sense of justice and honour-
able dealing, that he was selected, before he was on the bench, a 
commissioner or referee to adjust the numerous 
which prevailed to an alarming degree in the then District of 
Maine, between those who, without title, had settled on the lands 
of the Commonwealth, of the Waldo Patent and Plymouth Company 
on the one part, and the lawful proprietors of them on the other. By 
his co-operating agency, together with the enactments thereon by 
the legislature, such a settlement of the contending claims was ef-
fected as restored peace and contentment to the parties. 

In the course of his professional career, many young gentlemen 
of liberal education, entered his office as students in Jaw, and de-
rived from him the requisite iustruction. Of the distinguished men 
now living who were his pupils, are the Honorable Edward H. 
Robbins, late Lie'tlt: Governor of1he Commonwealth, now Judge of 
Probate for the county of N orfolk.-The Honorable Nathaniel 
Paine, Judge of Probate for the County of Worcester.-The Hon-
orable Artemas Ward, Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas 
for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,-and John M. Forbes, Esq. 
now Charge d' Affairs, at Buenos Ayres. 

In his domestic relations be was faithful and affectionate ; a 
good neighbor, unostentatious in his professions of friendship, but 
manifested his sincerity by kindness and f:?eneficence and untiring 
efforts to do good. He was a lover of order, and ready at aJl times 
to promote the interest and honor of the town. His charities, hos-
pitality and benevolence are by many still remembered. The 
writer of this memoir, who was his neighbor, and at his desire by 
his bedside the last twenty four hours of his life, witnessed his calm-
ness and resignation at the approach of death, and his faith in Him 
who giveth the victory. 

His tomb stone, it is hoped, justly repeats the benediction of 
the Saviour,-" Blessed are the peace makers, for they shall be 
tailed the children of God." . 
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LIST OF REPRESENTATIVES TO THE GENERAL COURT, FROM 

THE FIRST ON RECORD, TO THE PRESENT TIME. 

1671 Thomas 1737 J abez Fairbanks, 
1672 B'¢attle, 1738 J abez Fairbanks, 
1673 /Ralph4} Houghton, 1739 Ebenezer Wilder, 

! 6sq.o,_< ) 1689 -rR<llph .Houghton, 1740 Samuel Willard, 

' 

o - "'11t.n.. :,;.c;.l: c"-. • " ::t1693"' John Houghton, 1741 William Richardson, 
l l.'l - q'l. t'' 1697 John Houghton, Sam.J!el W!Jlard, 

1705 John Houghton, . 17 44 Ephraim Wilder, e..f-1--
1706 John Houghton, 17 45 'Villi am Richardson, 
1707 Thomas Sawyer, 1746 Joseph 'Vilder, Jr. 
1708 John Houghton, 1747 Joseph Wilder, Jr. 

' f710 Josiah Whitcomb, 1748 William Richardson, 
1711 John Houghton, 1749 J 1 J ·o 
1712 John Houghton, 1751 Joseph ilder, Jr. 
1714 JabezFairbanks, 1752 Joseph Wilder, Jr. 
1715 John Houghton, 175'3 Joseph ·wilder, Jr. 
1716 John Houghton, 1754 William Richardson, 
1717 J oh:1 Hough ton, 17 55 David Wilder, 
1718 John Houghton, j 1 1756 William Richardson, 
1719 John Houghton, 17 57 David Wilder, 
1720 Joseph Wilder, 1758 William Richardson, 

1721 } John ?.,.j 1759 William Richardson, 
J abez Fatrbanks, 17GO w·illiam Richardson, 

1722 J abez Fairbanks, 1761 William Richardson, 
1723 J abez Fairbanks, 1762 David Wilder, 
1724 John Houghton, 1763 David Wilder, 
1725 Joseph Wilder, 1764 David ·wilder, 
1726 Joseph Wilder, 1765 David 'Vilder, 
1727 Sam ue 1 ' '" illard, 176p As a 'Whitcomb, 
1728 Josiah Wh ite, 1767 David Wilder, 
2729 Josiah White, 1768 Asa 
1730 Josiah ·wbit4- .• 1769 Asa ·whitcomb, 
1731 J osia b Asa Whitcomb, 

· 1771 Asa 
James Keyes, 1772 Asa Whitcomb, 

1734 Ephraim ·wilder, 1773 Asa Whitcomb, 
1735 Ephraim Wilder, 1774 Asa Whitcomb, 
1736 Ephraim ·wader, GvYY 1775 Ebenezer Allen, 
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.1775 Hezekiah Gates, 
1776 William Dunsmoor, ' 
1777 William Dunsmoor, 

1778 } -yvmiam Dunsmoor, 
::;amuel Thurston, 

1779 Joseph Reed. U. 
UNDER THE PRESENT CONSTITUTION. 

1780 William Putnam, Cfl- 1807 Eli Stearns, 
1781 William Dunsmoor, 1808 } Eli Stearns, 
1782 John Sprague, Jonas Lane, 
1783 John Sprague, 1809 } Eli Stearns, 
1784 John Sprague, Jon as Lane, 
1785 John Sprague, 1810 t Eli Stearns, 
1786 Ephraim Carter, J :r. Gsff-. j Jon as Lane, 
1787 Michael Newhall, 1811 } Jonas Lane, 
1788 Michael Newhall, Jacob Fisher, 
1789 Michael Newhall, 1812 } Jonas Lane, 
1790 Ephraim Carter, -J:-1.::. Jacob Fisher, 
1791 Ephraim Carter, Jr. f. 1813 } Jacob Fisher, 
1792 Ephraim Carter, Jr.Ctt.# William Clejlveland, 
1793 John Whiting, .d_ 1814 } William 
'794 John Sprague, John Thurston, 
1795 John Sprague, 1815 } William Cleaveland, 
1796 John Sprague, John Thurston, 
1797 John Sprague, 1816 } John Thurston, 
1798 John Sprague, Edward Goodwin, C.,t.J.. 
17§9 John Sprague, 1817 } John Thurston, I• 
1800 Samuel Ward, Benjamin Wyman, c.f..l--
1801 Samuel Ward, 1818 } .J..&sa 
1802 William Stedman, Solomon Carter, 
1803 Jonathan Wilder, 1819 Benjamin Wyman, 
1804 J onaxhan ·wilder, 1821 Jacob Fsher, 
1805 Jonathan Wilder, 1823 Jacob Fisher, 

1806 } J o?athan Wilder, 1826 John Thurston. 
Ell Stearns, 

81 

WllePe - any year is -otrti-Hed the · town 
Beattie was afterwards one of the deputies from Concord. I do not 

know that he ever lived here. Thomas Sawyer was the one who 
was taken captive in 1705. Col. Asa Whitcomb, the revolution&ry 
patriot who represented the town many years in the Legislature, is 
particularly mentioned in Mr. Goodwin's history of Sterling. 

October, 1774, William Dunsmoor was chosen to represent the 
town in the Provincial Convention at Concord. 

Dunsmoor and Asa Whitcomb were t1elegates to the Provincial 
Congress at Cambridge, 1, 1775. 
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Joseph 'Reed and Ebenezer Allen, delegates to the State Con-
vention in Concord, July 14, 1779, to the County Convention at 
Worcester on the second Tuesday of August, 1779, and to attend at 
Concord first Wednesday in October, 1779. 

William . Dunsmoor, Ephraim Wilder and William Putnam, dele-
gates to the Convention in Cambridge, September, 1779. This was 
the Convention that formed our present Constitution of State Gov-
ernment. 

Timothy Whiting and Ephraim Carter, delegates to the County 
Convention at Worcester, April, 1782. 

Ebenezer Allen, delegate to the County Convention at Leices-
ter, August 1786. 

John Sprague, delegate to the Convention for ratifying the Fed-
eral Constitution. It is .worthy of remark that out of the whole 
County of Worcester on th,e question for adopting the Constitution, 
there were forty three nays and but seven yeas. The latter were 
Messrs. Sprague of this town, Seth Newton of Southborough, Sam-
uel Baker of Bolton, David Wilder of Leominister, Matthew Patrick 
of Western, Josiah Goddard of Athol, and Ephraim Wilder of Ster-
ling. 

John Maynard, Jonathan Wilder, and William Cleveland, dele-
gates to the County Convention at Worcester, August, 1812. 

Jacob Fisher and Dav"is Whitman, delegates to the Convention 
in Boston, November, 1820, for revising the Constitution of the 
State. 

PUBLfC OFFICERS. 

County Treasurer, J onathau Houghton, 1731 to 1733. 
Judge of Court of Common Pleas and Chief Justice, Joseph Wil-

der, 1731 to 1757. 
Judge Court of Common Pleas, Samuel Willard, 1743 to 1753. 

Joseph Wilder, son of first Judge Joseph ·wilder, 1762 to 1773. 
John Sprague, June 28, 1798, Chief Justice, .July 31,1798 to 1800. 

Clerk of the Courts, William Stedman, 1810 to 1811. 181 to 
1816. 

Sheriff, William Greenleaf, 1778 to 1788. John Sprague, 178S 
to 1792: 

Judge of Probate, Joseph \Vilder, 1739 to 1757. 
Jlssistant Justtces of the Court of Sessions, John 1Vhiting, March 1, 

1808 to April 20, 1809. Timothy 'V"hiting, November 14, 1811. 
Senators, John Sprague, 1785 to 1786. Moses Smith, 1814 to 
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Representatives to Congress. William Stedman, 1803 to 1810. 
Justices of the Peace. I have no means ofbeing accurate prior 

to 1788. Soon after the settlement of the town, Major Willard, 
who resided here for a short time, was a magistrate by virtue of 
his office, as one of the Court of Assistants.. After the town was 
rebuilt, came John Houghton, and,!probably, he was the only mag-
istrate for some years. Then followed Judge Joseph Wilder, fath-
er and son, Col. Oliver 'Wilder, Col. Samuel Willard, father and 
son, Col. Abijah \Villard, and Abel Willard, 'Villiarn Richardson, 
Joseph Reed, &c. After William Duns-
moor, and John Sprague. 

Since 1788, they are as follows,* viz: 
Appointed 

March 14, 1788r Josiah "Wilder. 
Jan. 23, 1789, Israel Atherton. 
Oct. 14, 1789, Timothy Whiting jr. quorum, Oct. 15, 1807. 

/ 
Sept. 18, 1790, William Stedman, quorum, Jan. 921, 1801. 
J nne 24, 1799, Samuel ·ward, quorum, Jan. 28, 1806. 
Feb. 1, 1803, Jos·iah Flagg: 
June 14, 1803, Benjamin Wyman. 
May 26, 1806, J osepli Wales. 
May 13, 1808, Merrick Rice. 
Oct. 18, 1809, Moses Smith, jr. quorum, July 3, 1816. 
Dec. 17, 1811, Paul 'Villard. 
June 16, 1812, Jacob Fisher. 
Jan. 20, 1814, Ebenezer Torrey. 
Dec. 3, 1816, Edward Goodwin. 
June 9, 1821, John Stuart. 
Jan. 24, 1822, Jonas Lane. 
Aug. 26, 1823, Levt Lewis. 
Jan. 7, 1825, Joseph Willard. 
'' " Will·iam Willard. 

Those in Italics are now in commission. 

ATTORNIES AND COUNCELI.ORS AT LAW· 
Admitted to practice, 
Worcester C. C. P. Nov. Term, 1755, Abel W!Uard, to 1715.-

Removed. 
·worcester, C. C. P. March Term, 1768, John Sprague, 1770 

to 1800.-Died. 
Admitterl in Worcester, Let·i Willard, about the year ! 11 t 

This list was fl.lrnished by Eli ward D. Bangs, Etq. ll3eGretary Q( 5Wlte •. 
11 
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Repre$entatives to Congfess. 'William Stedman, 1803 to 1810. 
Justices of the Peace. I have no means ofbeing accurate prior 

to 1788. Soon after the settlement of the town, Major Willard, 
who resided here for a short time, was a magistrate by virtue of 
his office, as one of the Court of Assistants.. After the town was 
rebuilt, came John Houghton, and,:probably, he was the only mag-
istrate for some years. Then followed J ndge Joseph Wilder, fath-
er and son, Col. Oliver Wilder, Col. Samuel Willard, father and 
son, Col. Abijah \Villard, and Abel Willard, 'Villiam Richardson, 
Joseph Reed, &c. Afte-r William Dnni!-
moor, and John Sprague. 

Since 1788, they are as follows,* viz: 
Appointed 

March 14, 1788, Josiah Wilder. 
Jan. 23, 1789, Israel Atherton. 
Oct. 14, 1789, 'I'imothy Whiting jr. quorum, Oct. 15, 1807. r 
Sept. 18, 1790, William Stedman, quorum, Jan. 1801. 
J nne 24, 1799, Samuel 'Vard, quorum, Jan. 28, 1806. 
Feb. 1, 1803, Josiah Flagg: 
June 14, 1803, Benjamin Wyman. 
May 26, 1806, Joseph Wales. 
May 13, 1808, Merrick Rice. 
Oct. 18, 1809, Moses Smith, jr. quorum, July 3, 1816. 
Dec. 17, 1811, Paul VVillard. : 
June 1o, 1812, Jacob Fisher. 
Jan. 20, 1814, Ebenezer Torrey. 
Dec. 3, 1816, Edward Goodwin. 
June 9, 1821, John Stuart. 
Jan. 24, 1822, Jonas Lane. 
Aug. 26, 1823, Levt Lewis. 
Jan. 7,1825, Joseph Willafd. 
'' " William Willard. 

Those in Italics are now in commission. 

ATTORNIES AND COUNCEU.ORS AT LAW· 
Admitted to practice, 
Worcester C. C. P. Nov. Term, 1755, Abel W!llard, to 1715.-

Removed. 
Worcester, C. C. P. March Term, 1768, John Sprague, 1770 

to 1800.-Died. 

,J .... 

Admittecl in Worcester, Lel'i Willard, about the year 1786-Dieq. ! /1 t 
This list was by EGJ.ward D. E•q. S"'tc •. 

11 
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Essex, Sept. Term, C. C. P. 1787, William Stedman, to 1810 and 
from 1821. 

"\Vorcester, March Term, 1789, l\Ierrick Rice to 1815.-Re-
moved to Harvard-Died. 

Worcester, Dec. Term, 1802, Moses Smith to 1825.-Relin-
quished the practice. 

Worcester, March Term, 1803, Samuel John Sprague to 1805-
J)ied. 

In Middlesex, John Stuart, here from 1821 to 1822.-Removed 
to Boston. 

Worcester, Sept. Term, C. C. P. ·1811, John Davis, jr. to 1821.-
ltemoved to Charlton. 

Middlesex, Dec. Term, C. C. P. 1819, Joseph Willard from 1321, 
July; at ·waltham from March 1320, to July 1821. 

Middlesex, June Term, C. C. P. 1824, Solon Whiting, Attorney 
at Law. 

Those in Italicks are now in practice in this "town. Abel Willard, son 
of Col. Samuel Willard, who was representative of the town some years, was 
held in great esteem, and was the instrument of healing many differences 
without litigation. He went to London in 1775, earlier than was stated in a 
former note, and died there before the termination of the war. Samuel J . 
Sprague, Harvard University, 1799, was son ofJudge Sprague, Harvard Uni-
versity, 1765, A. A. S. died Sept. 10, 1805, of an injury received by a fall . 
L evi Willard, Harvard University, 1775, born 1756. Aftet· leaving college 
he resided for some time in England, on his return h e studied law with Judge 
Sprague. He opened an. office in Lancaster, and practised there for a short 
ti_me in 1786, and till his death. William Stedman, Harvard University, 
1784. Merrick Rice, Harvard University, 1785. Joseph Willard, Harvard 
University, 1816, L. L. B, Solon Whiting, son of the late General John 
Whiting. 

PHYSICIANS. 

Daniel Greenleaf, died in Bolton. 
John Dunsmoor, died Dec. 7, 1747, aged 45. 
Staunton Prentice, died Dec. 1, 1769, aged 58. 
Phineas Phelps, dieu Aug. 1!e, 1770, aged 37. 
William Dunsmoor, died May 26, 1784, aged 50. 
Israel Atherton, Harvard University, 1662, M. M. S. Soc. died 

July,. 182-2, aged 82. 
Josiah Wilder, Y. C. died Dec. 20, 1788, aged 45. 
James Carter, died 1817. 
Samuel Manning, Harvard University, 1797, 1\f. D . .M. M.S. Soc. 

moved to in 1221, died 1822. 

, '1..) e/v..lc 



·'' 

'J 

APPEN.DIX. 

Nathaniel Peabody, M. D. Dart. M. M. S. Soc. 1821 to 1822. 
Cal'Vin Carter, Licentiate. 
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George Baker, Harvard University, 1816, M. D. M. M. S. Soc . 
Right Cummings, Licentiate, 
The three last are now in practice here. Greenleaf from New-

bury, I find first mentioned in 1734, and as late as 1760. John 
Dunsmoor, was probably born in Ireland. "Old father Dunsmoor," 
probably John's father, a member of the Chursh in Ireland, was 
atmitted to communion in Rev. Mr. Prentice's Church, Aug. 21, 1740. 
Sauoton Prentice was the eldest son of Rev. Mr. Prentice. Wil-
llam Dunsmoor was son of John. Israel Atherton, was a descend-
ant of James Atherton, who came to Lancaster March 15, 1653. 
James had a son James born 13 May, 1654, Joshua born 13 May,. 
1656. Joshua was father of Col. Peter, borii' 12 April, 1705, died 
June 13, 1764. Peter was father of Ron. Joshua Atherton, born 
20 June, 1737, and Dr. Israel, born Nov. 20, 1741. Josiah Wil-
der was son of Col. James Wilcler. James Carter was son of 
Capt. James Carter, of this town. Samuel Manning was fi·om Cam-
bridge. Calvin Carter is son of Dr. James. George Baker is a 
native of Dedham, and Right Cummings, of Lunenburg. 

Before the first Dunsmoor, and Greenleaf, the earliest of the 
Faculty in this town, was a female," Doctres8 Whitcomb." The 
"Doctress" was he!'e, probably, as early as A. D. 1700. She stud-
ied the profession with the Indians, with whom she was at one time 
a captive, and acquired her knowledge of simples from them. She' 
was quite distinguished in this neighborhood as one of the Faculty. 
Before her time, there was no .physician nearer than Concord. 

GRADUATES AT DIFFERENT COLLEGES. 

Harvm·d University. 
1733* Josiah born 1701, minister of Dunstable, as before 

mentioned. li77 
17 52* Abel Willard, born Jan. 12, 17 32. 17n 
1755* Samuel Locke, S. T. D. born Nov. 23, 1732, son of Sam-

t:el Locke of this town, minister of Sherburn, and President of Har-
vard University, 1770 to 1773, died in Sherburne of apoplexy. 177'1' 

1766 Peter Green, M. M.S. Soc. hon. born Oct. 1, .1745, son of 
the late Peter Green of this town. See ante note. du:) trz. t' 

1770 John Mellen, 'rutor, A. A. and S. H. S. born July 8, 1752. dW/i'1t 

1775* Levi w·mard, born Aug. 13, 1756. t7f" 
1776* Timothy Harrington, born Sept. 17, 1753. A physiciaft 

in as before mentioned. 11to1-

..... 
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1777* Joseph Kilburn, born No¥. 3, 1755 or 6 .. 11'16 

1781* Isaac BIJzey, born Feb. 24, 1753. 
1798* Artemas Sawyer, born Nov. 2, 1777. l'i'tr 

1799* Samuel John Sprague, born 1780. ;fo.J 

1817 Sewell Carter, merchant in Lancaster. A. d . /S'j<? 
1817* Moses K. Emerson, a physician, died in Virginia, 182&. 
18171-£!i Willard, Counsellor at Law, Charlestown. A. ltn 

1 Henry Lane, M. D. a physician in Boston. vCt_fJ . .ft . , 
1822 Samuel Mannin studied law. He now rEsides in Mexico.d<.Utt.ry 

" Ebenezer Attorney at law in Fitchburg. cl.Lv: . 
1823 Levi Fletcher, Chaplain U. S. Frigate Macedonian. 'd<.u£ I'J'.Jr 
1824 Christopher Theological student at Cambridge. 
1825 Frederick Wild:;,"<lied at Northampton, ").lultis ille bonis 

flebilis occidit," Feb. 1826. 
1826 Stephen M. Weld. ./kv /f''7 
Messrs. Mellen, Kilburn and Bailey, are of the "Chocl{sett lit-

erati." See Vol. l. Worcester Magazine, 379, 380. 
i,1 • - Dr. Josiah Wilder and Israel Houghton, Graduated at Yale Col-

lege about ten years before the revolution. I have not the cata-
logue by me to fix the year. 

Jacob Willard graduated at Brown William/C ..... J-
cJ.uJ ttn do. do. Theological students at Cambridge. l'iU 

Abel Willard, son of Joshua W. of Petersham, entered Harvard 
University, 1772, left in 1775 and went to England with his uncle 
Abel 'Villard, Esq. of this town. Died in Canada. · 

Nathan Osgood entered University, 1782 left. 
Samuel Ward " '' 1784, " 
Jeffery Amherst Atherton, " 1791, died 1793. 
Abel WUJard Atherton, " 1795, and left . 

. and Henry RussellCleveland are no\V in the 
Senior Class at the University. · 

NO'l'E ON THE WILDERS. 

The tradition of the family is, that Thomas Wilde·r tl)e first of 
the name in this country, came from Lancaster in Rng\and; that he 
settled in Hingham, and had four sons, that one son remained in 
Hingham, from whom are descended all of the name ofWilder, 
in that .town and vicinity. I find that Thomas '\Vilder was made 
freeman, 2d June, 1641, and that he was o(Charlestown in 1642. 
One named Edward took the freeman's oath, 29th May, 1644, and 
was afterwards ofHingham, (2 Mass. Hist. Col. iv. 2'21) but wheth• 
er, or how, related to Thomas I do not know. · 
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Thomas tlToved to Lancaster, July 1, 1659, was one of the se-
lectmen , · nd tlied October 23, 1667. He left three sons in Lan-
caster, viz, Thomas, John and Nathaniel, from whom are derived 
all of the name of Wilder, in this town. Thomas, the eldest son, 
died August, 17l , aged 7 , had Col James and J oscph. From 
James who married Rev. Mr. Gardner's sister, came 2d Colonel 
James of Lancaster, and Gardner, in Leominster. From the last 
Colonel J ames, came James, Dr. Josiah, ·and Asaph, all of whose 
families are extinct. Gardner has many descendants now in Leom-
inster. 

Joseph, the son of Thomas above mentioned, married Rev. Mr. 
Gardner's sister; he was a distinguished man in town, and posses'" 
sed great inflYence. He was an active magistrate; for many years 
he represented the town in the Legislature, and was Judge and 
Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas, from 1731 to 1757, 
and Judge of Probate from 1739 to 1757. He died March 29, . 
1757, aged 74. His sons were Thomas of Leominster, Andrew, 
Judge Joseph, and Colonel Caleb. Joseph was Judge of the Court 
of Common Pleas, from 1762,. to 1773, of the town ,...,- d:.w 
in the Legislature, and died, 1* 3.; ag.ed He and Col. 
Caleb were the first in America, who established pot and pearl- i:f.tc.. _ 1-lt.-<4l.) 

:, nsh works. Caleb died, June 19, 1776, aged 59. Thomas, last '7'7/ _ 
named, had three sons, Hon. Abel Wilder of Winchendon, of the 
Senate, from 1786 to : Thomas of Leominster, and Joseph 
of Winchendon. Caleb's sons were Samuel and Caleb of Ashburn-
h am, Nahum and Levi . Samuel had a large of sons. Calel> 
md two sons, one was Dr. Wilder of Templeton. Levi, who died 

J an. 5, 1793, was father of the present Sampson V. S. "\Viluer of 
Bolton. 

John, the second son ofthe first settler, had three sons, viz :-John, 
Thomas, and Ebenezer. From .T ohn came .John of Petersham, 
Jonas of Bolton, Josiah and Jonathan of Sterling, Aholiab and Beza-
leel of Shutesbury, William of Bolton ; 7h'omas had two sons, John· 
of Ludlow, and .J otham. The latter four sons, Stephen and Titus, 
J otham of Saltash, Vt. Reuben, do. From Stephen and Titus are 
descended the present Wilders in the "six natious."* From Eb-
enezer, Representative in 1739, who died, Dec. 25, 1745, aged 
64, came Benjamin of Sterling, and David. From Benjamin, 
Col. Wilder, of Sterling. From David, who was a Representative 
many years, came David of Leominster, Samuel and John, Abel 
and J ac')b of Vermont, Luke of Penobscot, and J onathan. 

:J!" f outh part of Lancaster. 

I. 
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l1'rom David last riamed, is descended the present David 
commissioner of Highways, &c. Jonathan had eleven sons) 

nine lived to man's estate, viz :-Jonathan, David, John, Luke, 
Cephas, Prescott, Lewis, Henry, and Frederick. rrhe last died at.-
Northampton, in Feb. 1826, universally lamented. 

JVathg.niel, the third son of the first settler, lived in Lancaster, and 
was killed by the Indians, July 1704. From him are descended 
Jonathan, l{illed by the Indians August, 1707, Nathaniel of Peters-
ham, Ephraim of Lancaster, a Representaive for a number of years,. 
who died Dec. 13, 1769, aged 9L1, and Col. Oliver. Nathaniel, last 
named, had a large family. Ephraim, had a son of the same name, 
lvho died March 17, 1770, aged 68. This last had three sons,. 
Ephraim, lVIanassah, and 'Villiam. Ephraim last named, settled in 
Sterling, had a large family, of whom Dea. Joel of this town is one. 
Manassah had iwo sons, Joseph and Sumner. William had two sons 
who left children, viz: Ephraim and Elijah. 

Col. Oliver had four sons, Oliver, Tilley, Phineas and Moses. 
Oliver and Moses remained in Lancaster, and from them are de-
scended all of the name of \Vilder, in the westerly part of Lancas-
ter, except Joel and Elijah. 

NOTE ON SEVERAL OF THE NAME OF HOUGHTON. 

Ralph and John Houghton, as has been before mentioned, were 
cousins, and came to Lancaster in 16b3. Ralph wrote a good busi-
ness hand and was recorder many years. He represented the town 
as a deputy in the general court in 1673, and 1689. He probably 
died a few years after. Of his children, were John, born April 28, 
1655, ancl Joseph, born July 1, 1657. John, the cousin of Ralph, 
whose wife was Beatrix, had a son Benjamin, born May 25, 1668. 
\Villiam anJ Robert were also sons. There is reason to 
that he died April 29, 1684. John another 
of John. He was born in England, it is said, in 1650, or 1651. r 
He was quite young when his parents moved to Lancaster. From 
1693 to 1724, inclusive, he represented the town fourteen years 
in the General Court. For a long time after the town was rebuilt 
he appears to have been the only magistrate in the place. He was 
quite celebrated in this neighborhood, as a man of weight and in-
fluence, and was a very skilful conveyancer. In this business he 
h ad great employment. He gave the land for the second meeting 
house. His dwelling house was on the south side of the old com_ 
moo, a little to the sooth west of Mr. Faulkner's. Three ancient 
pea r planted by h imself stand in front of the site of bis house. 

c \ 
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During the last twelve years of his life he was blind. He diecl · 
Feb. 3. 1736-7 in the 87th year of his age. 

The epitaph on his tomb stone, is the same that was common in 
the country a century ago. viz. 

As you are 
So were we 
As we are 
So you will be. 

Jon a than Houghton, the first County Treasurer, was one of his 
sons. 

ADDENDA. 

A few additional memoranda, the names ofthose who" desired to be made 
freemen," taken from 2 Savage's just published. Those in Italics, 
at least those of the same name, were among the early settlers of Lancaster. 
John Johnson, Oct. 19, 1630· 
William l:'helps, Oct. 19, 1630. 
John .Moore, May 18, 1631. 
John Pie1·ce, " " " 
Thomas James, No¥. 6, 1632.-This 
was I presume, the minister of Charles-
town, one of the same name per-
haps a son, was here, 1653. 
John White, March 4, 1632-3. 
John Smith, " " " 
Joshua Carter, May 14, 1634. 

Fairbanks, " " 
John Hawkes, Sept. 13, 1634. 
George Phelps, May 6, 1635. 
John Whitney, March 3, 1635-6. 
Edward Bennett, May 25, 1636. 
Thomas Carter, March 9, 1636-7. 
Thomas Rawlinson, May 2, 1638.-l 
must think this to be the same as Row-
landson, father of Rev. Joseph. 
Thomas Carter, May 2, 1638.-proba-
bly the same as above, and ancester of 
the Carters in Lancaster. 

• William Ballard, May 2, 1638. 
John Towe1-. Dec. 13, 1638. 
James Bennett, " " 
Henry Gains, Dec. 14, 1638. 
Edward B1·eck, May 22, 1639. 
Thomas June 2, 1641. 
John .Mansfield, May 10, 1643. 
John Thurston, " " " 
Nathaniel Norcross, May 10, 1643.-

, This is the gentleman who was enga-
ged to accompany the first planters, 
and was a" University scholar." Mr . 
Savage thinks that he returned to 
England. 
William Fletcher, May 10, 1643. 
John Carter, May 29, 1644. 
Edward Wilder, " " 
John Maynard, " " 
Nathaniel Hadlock, May 6, 1646. 
Thomas Carter, jr. May 26, 1641. 
Samuel Carter, " " 
John Smith, " " " 
John Pierce, May 10, 1648. 

Richard Dwelley probably did not return to town after it was resettled, 
ifhe ever lived here. I find him mentioned as a soldier iQ Scituate, in 1676, 
2. Mass. Hist. Col. iv. 229. "Others of the same town, (Watertown) began 
also a plantation at Nashaway, some 15 miles north west of Sudbury." 2 
Savage's Winthrop, 152. 

1648. "This year a new way was found out to Connecticut, by Nashft 
away, which avoided much of the hilly way." 2. Winthrop's N. E. 325. 

Maze, Rigby, Kettle, and Luxford, names in Lancaster in 1668-9, disap-
peared as early probably as Philip's war. 

Three acres of land in front of the house of .Mr. RichardJ. Cleveland, 
were used as a training field, in the time of the first Judge Wilder. 

For the biography of the late Jt1dge Sprague, I am inaebted to William 
Stedman, Esq. 
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PAGES. 

5 line 17, for read part. 
6 18th line from bottom for" area and of its branches," read area of 

its branches. 
7 line 16 from top for " least," read last. 
16 3d line from the bottom of the text, for" effected," read affected. 
19 2d line from top, dele, and, in 2d note for "presented by the Court,,· 

read presented the Court. 
20 line 18 from bottom for "1654 and 1655," read 1664, 1ey65 • 
.22 line 12 from top for " Jonathan Prescott1 '' read John Prescott, for 

'" Peter Green aged 91," read 81./ 
37 17th line from top for " had,"'' read lead. 
43 3d line from bottom for "Soombes," read 'I'oomb's. 

last line of note ("') for " Jacob Z. W ear·ers," read Jacob Zweares. 
54 8 and 9 lines from bottom read "\Villard." 
55 3d line from top after " excitement" add prevailed, 19th line from 

top for "J eremeel," read Jeremy. 
12 lines from top for "authography," read orthography,l6lh line from 
top for" indulged," read indulge. 
4th line from bottom for "or," read nor. 
in note for" 3 Ellis," read 2 Ellis. 

70 6th line from top for" broken off," read taken off. 
71 3d li11e from top "cause." 
72 21st line from top for "June 3, 1792," read June 3, 1793, last note 

for "Joeph," read Joseph. 
'!'he compiler living at a distance from the press, and not being able ta 

revise the sheets, is the reason that some errata have crept into the work; 
Some typographical errors of less con1equence, and those in the points, are 
not noticed. 

MEN OF LANCASTER LOST AT THE REDUCTION OF 
MONTREAL. 

Appendix to a Sermon preached at the West Parish in Lancaster 
[Mass. J, October 9, 17 60, on the General Thanksgiving for the Re-
duction of Montreal and the total Conquest of Canada, &c. by JoHN 
MELLEN, Pastor of the Second Church. 

NAMES OF THE MEN LosT ouT oF THIS P .A.RISH [LANCASTER, MAss.] 
SINCE 1755. 

Samuel Fairbanks, 
1
William Fairbanks, Isaac Kendal, ' rthamar Ben-

net/Hezekiah Whitcomb, 'John Whitcomb, Jacob Glazier, Simon Ken-
dal, John Farrar, Jeremiah William Brabrook, (Ebenezer 
Bigelow, Jacob Smith, Jonathan Geary, Philip Reuben Walker; 
Stephen Kendal, George Bush,' Joseph Stewart: 

The four first were slain in the morning Action, at Lake George, 
Sept. 8, 1755. .All the Rest, I think, were lost by Sickness abroad, 
or Indisposition they brought home with them from the Camp; ex-
cept the last, who was drowned, this Year, in Lake Champlain ; and 
Brabrook, of whom we ---
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To JoSEPH WILLARD Esq. Lancaster, July 5, 1825. 
Sir, 

The Committee of Arrangements, in behalf of their fellow citizens who 
celebrated the anniversary of our national independence at Lancaster, return you 
thanks for your excellent oration, and request a copy of the same for the press. 

For the Committee. 
HORATIO CARTER. 

To Mr. HoRATIO CARTER. Lancaster, July 5, 1825. 
Sir, 

In compliance with the request of the Committee of Arrangements, I sub-
mit to their disposal and indulgence the following oration, which, by reason of indis-
position and necessary avocations, I was obliged to delay writing till the last few 
days. ·with assurances of esteem, 

I am, &c. 
J. WILLARD. 

\ 
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ORATION. 

WE have assembled to commemorate an event 
distinguished in our political annals for the glorious 
recollections of the past that gather around it ; dis-
tinguished also for the bright hopes with which it 
gilds the future ; an event ·without a parallel in any 
age, if we consider the consequences that have flowed, 
and still continue to flow from it. We look on 
side, and :find ourselves in the midst of a vast . and 
populous community. Our existence as a nation is 
no longer a problem ; a half century of self-govern-
ment has proved that the speculations of our fathers 
were moulded in wisdom, and what was deemed by 
all an experiment, and by many a very rash one, has 
exceeded the expectations of friends, and destroyed 
the doubts and fears of the timid. 

Many were the predictions that our national exist-
ence would be short. Those who loved their country, 
and w·ere ready to make sacrifices in her behalf, 
looked foward to a prospect that to them seemed 
gloomy,-to a prospect that shadowed out, at no 
remote period, decay and dissolution. 

They thought they saw a frame of government, 
whose elements 'VP.re untempered, and vfhich, like 
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the image beheld by the king of Babylon in his 
vision, would crumble at the first shock. But, if I 
may use the exp ession, no nation ever perished in 
infancy ; the history of the world shows none. By 
the order of nature and the course of events, nations 
have their period of youth and mature existence. 
Factions may arise and shake them to the very 
centre ; war, with its horrors, may visit them ; the 
fairest and may be cut off; but the spirit 
they possess is not quickly lost : they must pass 
through many vicissitudes ; they must see many dark 
hours, and many perhaps of glory ; many of weakness 
and strength, before they can perish politically from 
the earth. 

There is nothing in our situation alarming, but 
every thing to nourish the highest hopes. We smile 
at the predictions that once were not entirely without 
the sanction of public opinion. We were told that 
our civil institutions of government were not fitted 
for a thickly settled and extensive territory. Your 
government may last, perhaps, whilst the Alleghanies 
are a barrier to your people against the hostile tribes 
of the west ; but should you pass the mountains, and 
extend your settlements to the Wabash, and roll 
your population along with the waters of the Ohio, 
the planet that has risen so rapidly, and looked por-
tentous to the world, and bid fair to be lord of the 
ascendant, will sink in endless night. 
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Your complicated machinery of sovereign states 
and a federate government will soon crumble ; per-
petual conflicts will spring up from your diverse and 
jarring interests. But the Wabash and the Ohio now 
roll through a country abounding in population, and 
water the soil that is cultivated by civilized man. 
Still westward and westward sets the current of 
emigration. States not forty years old feel crowded ; 
at this moment they are sending forth adventurers, 
their hardy sons, to find room for expansion. The 
Mississippi is but a resting place on this wide spread-
ing highway; and towns have sprung up on the dis-
tant banks of the Missouri, enjoying the conveniences 
and many of the luxuries of what is called the old 
world of America. 

Soon the Stony Mountains, and the intermediate 
sandy wastes of the Platte and the Yellow Stone, 
will be passed, and this generation may behold a 
people with our institutions, speaking our language, 
with our habits and feelings, covering the banks of 
the Columbia, and the shores of the Pacific. 

This is no fanciful speculation; what has already 
been accomplished may lay claim to the miraculous, 
if what remains to be done be considered of exceed-
ing difficulty. Other nations have risen to power by 
slow progression, and through various casualties ; but 
here the word seems scarcely to have been spoken, 
and an empire has sprung into existence, like" Pallas 
armed and undefiled." A little one has swollen to 
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twelve mi11ions, increasing in knowledge, the arts, 
wealth, and all that enters into the substance of na-
tional power; or serves for its embellishment. No 
sea is there that is not full of our commerce and fish-
eries ; no port that has not been visited by our citizens ; 
whilst in the mean time our civil institutions have 
been gaining strength, as the sphere of their opera-r. 
tions has extended on every side, and are before the 
world in expressive silence, a beacon and a blessing 
to the nations that are toiling after freedom. 

I have no relish for a weak national vanity, that 
would indulge itself in an over-estimate of what is 
valuable at home, and look with conte1npt upon the 
rest of the world. But I thank God, that descrip-
tions and speculations, however much they may seen1 
to borrow from the imagination, must run wild in 
luxuriance to exceed the naked, sober truth. \iV e 
are but of yesterday, "driven rather than sent to 
these shores," and already stand conspicuous amongst 
the powers of the earth. Old rules here lose their 
force ; in a few years we do the work of ages, and 
gain the point where history tells us other nations 
arrive after centuries of exertion. Whilst yet in the 
cradle, like the infant Hercules, we strangled the ser-
pents that were sent for our destruction. 

Our situation and advantages are subjects of grati-
tude, not of pride and conceit. We are accused of 
vain exultations on account of our rapid growth. 
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We . have, perhaps, been fond of indulging in a very 
complacent state of feeling and remark in speak-
ing of our privileges, and of our prospects of increas-
ing greatness. We have considered the future as 
present, and have acted upon prospective results, as 
if the day of accomplishment had arrived. For all 
this, however, we are not without excuse. The ac-
tual increase is so great, the resources of the country 
are developing so rapidly, every thing that constitutes 
a powerful nation is hastening on so singularly, that 
while we are speaking of future advancement, the 
future becomes present with the completion of all that 
we had expected. Time has as it were changed his 
mode of computation ; days stand for months, and a 
few years answer all the purposes of an age. We 
cannot hasten, we cannot impede the progress, it 
naturally follows from the peculiarly happy station 
we hold ; the result of what our fathers did for us. 

Contented at home and exerting ourselves for our 
beloved country like good citizens, we should disre-
gard the calumnies that have been cast upon us from 
abroad. They have been poured forth, it is true, 
with an unsparing hand ; we have been ridiculed for 
our pretensions; have been made the subjects of 
innumerable falsehoods ; our institutions and the na-
ture of our government have been grossly misunder-
stood ; we have been n1ade the sport of satire in 
lighter moments, and the gravest charges have been 
brought against us in hours of calm reflection. Noth-
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ing has been too gross, no wilful misrepresentation 
too bold, for those who have filled their mouths with 
slander. Sweeping conclusions have been drawn 
from single instances, exceptions taken for rules, and 
individual cases of crime, _construed as decisive proof 
of general depravity. But the time of these things is 
fast passing away; every day we live down many 
calumnies; respect for ourselves as a people demands 
that the war of retaliation should cease, and forbids 
any other answer or retort, than the example we set; 
if this is insufficient, we have no other shield, we de-
serve the worst fate that hostile feeling can wish. 

But true patriotism consists not in resting satisfied 
with what has already been accomplished, neither is 
it discovered by a multitude of words, nor is it blind 
to pub1ic faults. It is not a spirit that vapours in 
the bar-room, or gathers inspiration from the cask : 
it is active, hastening the progress of improvement; 
disinterested, making sacrifices of individual comfort 
for the general good. 

In no single case can it be better shown, than in 
endeavours to promote the diffusion of knowledge. 
Look over our country, and see what vast sums are 
annually raised in the old states, and the reservations 
of land that are made in the new states, for the pur-
pose of education alone, whose blessings, free to all, 
open to all, are brought to the fireside of the hum-
blest individual. But even here there is room for 
improvement. I confine the remark to our own 
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state. Are we as active in promoting the cause 
of education as our situation, the spirit of the age, 
and circumstances demand ? How stand we in 
this respect compared with our fathers ? Do we not 
far outstrip them in our regard for free schools, and 
the intellectual cultivation of the great body of the 
people ? No ; to our shame be it said, and repeated 
too, we are as far behind them in these things, as we 
are in ad vance of them in population and wealth. 
They built up schools, to use the language of the 
times, " to the end that learning may not be buried 
in the graves of our forefathers in church and com-
monwealth." And look for a moment at their situa-
fion; in a wilderness, to be subdued by the hard 
hand of toil ; in poverty, surrounded by inveterate 
and treacherous foes ; compelled, and that not unfre-
quently, to go forth to their daily labours, yea, to the 

· worship of their God in the sanctuary, with arms in 
their hands to protect themselves, their wives, and 
their children. These men made better public pro-
vision for the diffusion of knowledge, according to 
their ability, than is enjoyed at the present day, ex-
cepting in a few of our largest towns. Massachu-
setts, a humble, poor, dependent colony in 164 7, 
with an existence of but eighteen years, exerted her-
self rnore for the good cause, than Mas-
sachusetts, independent, powerful, and rich, in 1825. 

Let me not be misunderstood ; I speak solely of 
eur free schools. The liberality of individuals is 

R 
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great ; they have expended, and .will continue to ex· 
pend, untold sums in colleges, academies, and private 
schools ; and the beneficial results continually force 
themselves our notice. But the poor man's 
son w·ho aspires to a finished education, is shut out 
from academies and private schools ; he cannot go 
there, and, in the language of inspiration, " buy with· 
out money and without price." H-e seeks for the 
grammar schools, where genius, though clothed in 
rags, once found encouragement and instruction ; 
where the streams flowed, open to every one ; 
but the doors are barred against him, against all, by 
the strong arm of the government. He is compelled 
.to sit down in silence, and lament for the sad neces· 
sities that encircle him, or to trust to the charities of 
others, to be stung, it may be, to the very soul with 
the chill feeling of dependency. We would respect 
public authorities, we would reverence public opinion 
when fully, calmly, and fairly expressed. In this 
instance, as in most others, the Legislature followed 
the general voice, instead of directing it. It is -we, 
the people, who have blinded our own eyes, by dis-
regarding the law while it existed, or by loosely en-
forcing its injunctions ; marring the simple and beau-
tiful system projected by our ancestors in wisdom, 
and handed down to us with the sanction of almost 
two centuries, with the sanction also of distinguished 
benefits. 

But with all our deficiencies, we have, particularly 
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in New England, cherished the interests of common 
learning, beyond other nations. Throughout Chris-
tendom nineteen twentieths of the population 
ignorant of the very rudiments of education ; to them 
every book is a sealed book. Even in England, 
we have it on high authority, as late as 1819, 
only one fifteenth out of that great people could read 
and write. But since that time, the same distin-
guished individual who made the statement vve have 
mentioned, has stirred up a rnighty spirit in the isl-
and ; he has been the means of sending instruction to 
the doors of thousands, in the manufacturing districts 
especially, amongst beings who possessf;d but little 
more intelligence than the steam engines and spinning 
jennies that surround them. He has created an 
excitement, that, touched by the ·wand of know-ledge, 
bids fair to enlighten and regenerate a mighty mass; 
to give a tone to public sentiment that will one day 
settle the great questions of catholic emancipation 
and parliamentary reform, by a more summary pro-
cess than has yet been brought to the contest. 

The cultivation of the common branches of learn-
ing, however, by no means implies a high degree of 
literary excellence. Nothing obtains for a nation so 
bright and permanent a reputation as her literature. 
Long after her vain battles have ceased, and her 
proud monuments have mingled with the dust, her 
intellectual character flourishes in all the beauty and 
vigour of youth ; it brightens as it goes down the 



1.2 

annals of time, refreshing the mind. of the scholar, as 
the Oasis in the Egyptian desert solaces the weary 
traveller, where every thing around is dreary and 
barren. It was the literature of the ancients that 
swept away the clouds that had long been gathering 
around the human mind, and in the thirteenth and 
fourteenth centuries renewed the face of Europe ; it 
exerted an influence that still continues, that will be 
felt so long as the world shall last ; its err:ipire is un-
bounded, the empire of the mind. In this depart-
ment, till very lately, we have accomplished but little; 
we have been busy about other things ; it cannot be 
said of us, that " the literature of the age expresses 
the feelings of society ; '' but we trust it will be true, 
that we shall have something characteristic, some-
thing peculiar, something national, in the complexion 
of our writings, though we do speak the language, 
and are imbued with the thoughts, expressions, and 
style of the most distinguished literary people of 
modern times. Days of happier promise· are advanc-
ing ; we have scholars, and " ripe and good scholars 
too ; " a literary spirit is growing in some measure 
with the physical growth of the country, and daily 
producing in the midst of us a higher tone of feeling 
and sentiment. Science too dwells here, and has 
her votaries, men of deep study and research, who 
may fearlessly compare with their brethren on the 
opposite shores of the Atlantic. 

We live in an age of powerful and singular exer-
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tion. The deep fountains are broken up ; the very 
foundations of the world seem to be shaken ; an ex-. 
citement is abroad amongst the nations, that will not 
slumber again till its end be accomplished ; enlighten-
ed man is rising in his might, and bursting the chains 
that bound him to earth. 

Thrones, whose foundations were laid 'broad and 
deep in the darkness of the middle ages, and which 
have towered as if to obstruct the light 'that ·would 
pour in on every side, have been shaken to the very 
centre. The descendants of Hugh Capet have been 
driven as outcasts from the midst of their people, and 
compelled to invoke the aid of foreigners to regain 
an uncertain tenure of royal power. The divine 
right of kings has become a heretical doctrine, hardly 
whispered in the secret chambers of princes ; and 
legitimacy that has sprung up in its place, and will 
be suffered to walk the earth for a season, and be a 
scourge to n1ankind, will ere long become a by-word 
amongst the nations. 

We live in an age of hold speculation; opinions 
that have been held in high reverence, opinions 
that have come down to us ·with rhe sanction of time, 
gain no respect from their mere antiquity. The spirit 
of free inquiry, of fearless investigation, leaves no 
subject unexplored; every thing unsound is exposed; 
doctrines are subjected to the keenest scrutiny ; the 
philosophy of the schools has given way to the true 
philosophy of the mind ; errors and superstitions that 
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mingled with existence, and invaded every walk of 
life, and bound the mind in strong fetters, have dis-
appeared from the face of society. The phenomena 
of the natural world, that once were considered as 
exerting an influence over the fortunes and destinies 
of individuals and nations, are disarmed of their ter-
rors by the light of rational science. And science, 
\vhich of old dwelt in the recesses of the study, the 
intellectual nourishment of a few, has come out 
amongst men to the common business of life ; she has 
entered the workshop of the mechanic, and has given 
promise of indefinite increase to national wealth, and 
the solid cmnforts of life. Political economy, as a 
distinct department of knowledge, and useful to all, 
is taking a high stand in the old and new world. 
Political discussions, such as shed an abundance of 
light on the science of government in all its branches, 
are c3.rried on with a fervour that in some latitudes is 
_termed patriotism, in others, treason. Every thing is 
submitted to the test of truth,-rational, enlightened 
truth. 

Amongst ourselves we occasionally have a spirit of 
excitement, and sometimes the swelling language of 
gasconade. At the present moment, one of our sister 
states threatens to array herself against the Union, 
unless the sad remnant of the Indian tribes is driven 
from her borders, from the soil owned by the na-
tives ; their birth-place, containing the bones of 
their fathers, and dear to them by a thousand associa-
tions of which the children of the forest are susceptible. 
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·Georgia cries out, " we will stand by our arms, 
and for the support of this determination we mutu-
ally pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and 
our sacred honour." Warm language this for a state 
containing a free population of scarcely one third part 
of that of Massachusetts, and a militia of but twenty-
nine thousand n1en, armed with any thing and every 
thing but fire-arms. Warm language this to use 
against the whole nation. North of the Potomac, ex-
pressions like these would savour of treason ; but 
those who live under a scorching sun, whose tem-
perament is somewhat heated, are licensed, it seems, 
to talk and vapour as they please. Something too 
much of this; there is a decency which should be 
regarded by all public bodies ; intemperate language 
implies nothing favourable of the character of a state, 
or of the individuals who compose it. If they must 
work themselves up to angry feelings, let them " in 
the very torrent, tempest, and whirlwind of their pas-
sion, acquire and beget a temperance, that may give 
it smoothness." The confederacy is too strong to be 
seriously affected by one of its members; the system, 
.though disturbed, soon returns to its heathful opera-
tion.* 

* Since the above was written, it has appeared that the senti-
ments of the Executive and of the Committee did not meet with 
an exact response from the Legis'atute. 

It is to be hoped that the exi'sting difficulties will be terminated 
in a w.ay satisfactory to al1; though that, as yet. is very doubtful. 
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Whilst we possess many high privileges, there are 
some things, whose existence we lament. The slave 
breathes heavily on our soil. A population is rapidly 
increasing that weakens our national power, and some-
times excites the apprehensions of our Southern 
brethren. It is an evil brought upon ·the colonies 
against their consent, in opposition to their repeated 
remonstrances. It is an evil which all the exertions 
of all the active and benevolent in the land cannot 
remove. For its existence at this time the present 
generation is not answerable ; but we have a heavy 
charge to ans,ver at the bar of humanity ; we have 
extended the privilege, if privilege it may be called, 
to the new states, and at a time when the opportu-
nity was most favourable to stay forever its progress 
in the west. The principle is established, that states 
created by the power of Congress, and subject to 
whatsoever other conditions, shall not be restrained 
from holding their fellow men in perpetual servitude. 
Humanity sickens at the thought that the evil is to 
spread to an indefinite extent, as new sovereignties 
are admitted into the American confederacy. Patri-
otism grieves as she thinks of the scenes that may · 
one day occur, should this blind mass of bondmen 
attempt to shake off their chains. Christianity shud-
ders that such numbers of human beings should be 
left in ignorance of the relation between man and 
his God. 
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There is another evil existing in the midst of us, of 
the most alarming nature, and spreading on every 
side like a pestilence. It blasts the prospects of 
youth and destroys the usefulness of manhood. It 
is said, that in habits of intemperance we exceed any 
civilized nation on earth. 

I have not come up hither to assume the office of the 
moralist ; but if this be so, I would say, that as men, 
we should value too highly the nature we possess, as 
freemen, we should feel too proud to sacrifice our 
reason at the shrine of this degrading vice. We have 
gained the mastery over others; we should respect 
and govern ourselves. The circumstances in whieh 
we are placed are favourable to the exercise of 
every worthy sentiment, to the growth of all that 
exalts individual character, and gives it fine and 
manly proportions. But then we must be true to 
ourselves, and not sink man, rational man, to a mere 
animal existence, and that of the lowest kind. 

Let us turn away our thoughts from these consid-
erations to the brighter recollections that gather 
around and hallow our revolution. 

There have been wars to stay the incursion of bar-
barians, to support some imaginary point of national 
honour, to sustain the balance of power, to secure or 
defeat the succession of a particular family to a throne. 
There have been wars, too, for the protection of homes 
and firesides. But compared with all these, we 
claim a proud pre-eminence. In none were questions 

c 
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at issue that were ordained to exercise so powerful 
an influence over the destinies of future generations, 
I may say of mankind. Marathon and Platrea de-
livered the states of Greece from the threatening 
power of the Persian ; but it resulted only in per-
petual conflicts amongst themselves. They were free, 
hut it was the freedom of licentiousness; they were 
free, but it was the tempestuous rage of the ocean; 
they were free, but it was only that they might be-
come a spoil to each other. 

" Greece ! thy hard hand oppressed 
\ And crushed the helpless; thou didst make thy soil 

Drunk with the blood of those that loved thee best ; 
And thou didst drive from thy unnatural breast 
Thy just and brave to die in distant climes." 

Our purpose was higher and more sacred. We 
claimed the right of managing our own affairs in 
our own way, without undue foreign interference. 
We claimed it from a nation that should have cherish ... 
ed us with the kindness of a parent, and were rejected 
with scorn ; from a nation that was " bone of our 
bone and flesh of our flesh," and received our answer 
at the edge of the sword. We were forced to stand 
in hostile array against those who should have bid 
us, God speed ; to be armed against those who should 
have extended the hand of friendship, as to members 
of the same family and possessing a common ancestry. 
But the olive branch had withered. An effort was 
to be made in a cause worthy of every sacrifice. It 



19 

was a spectacle of moral grandeur to behold men 
venturing their lives in support of a noble principle, 
that the nations of the earth knew not of,--a princi-
ple that kings would not recognise. It was a scene 
of awful interest ; it severed the strongest ties ; the 
bands of intimacy, the restraints of kindred were 
broken ; those who had lived in the closest friendship 
were forced to separate ; childrei1 and parents were 
found on opposite sides ; and the love of country 
Wellnigh extinguished the claims of blood. These 
scenes have passed away, but they formed a nucleus 
around which have gathered the hopes and the 
patriotism of other lands. The example spread ; the 
nation that came to our aid in the day of our deepest 
distress, fell a prey to those who \vould be thought 
her friends. There, the pressure of long standing 
abuses increased the elastic power of resistance, till 
religion and la·w, all the landmarks of property, all 
that was refined and excellent, \Vere swept away in 
one common destruction. 

But good was done, deduced even from the very 
outrages that humanity had suffered. Good was 
done ; for man began to question, in a tone rather 
louder than whispers, the tenure by which he was 
held in servitude. He began to imagine that he 
had some rights ; and though his views were limited, 
because of the darkness that ages of ignorance and 
oppression had scattered around him, he saw through 
it a few distant rays, that in some n1easure shed light 



upon his path ; a flame that many waters cannot 
quench, that shall increase till it shall become strong, 
and cast its blaze abroad, and penetrate the gloomy 
recesses of despotism, and nations shall rejoice and 
walk in the light. 

The good influence still spread, opposed by the 
governments, but secretly cherished by many of their 
subjects, and since, the destruction of imperial power 
in France has found its way to almost every part of 
Europe, even to the shores of J taly and the Penin-
sula. But the death-like silence of ignorance and 
superstition reigned there, and proved to the world 
that sterner fates, and deeper n1isery and misrule 
must be their portion, before the great change, which 
is delayed for a season, can arrive. 

But the prospect brightens elsewhere. Pass over 
Austria and her dependencies, where an apathy and 
degradation exist that almost call for a new creation, 
and extend your views to the north. " The wheel 
is come full circle." Political improvement has in-
vaded the circles bf Germany ; in W urtemburg, 
Bavaria, Baden, vVeimar, and indeed in most of the 
confederate states, constitutions which afford full 
security to life, liberty, and property, are in successful 
operation. Prussia, too, has reformed most of the 
abuses, that, having their origin with the feudal sys-
tem, have come down even to this century. She has 
established universities, and raised the lowly, and 

. abolished many of the unjust immunities of the higher 
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orders. And Russia, despotic as that government is 
in principle, is building up, with astonishing rapidity, 
free schools for her whole population of forty-five 
millions, and is entering upon the cultivation of litera-
ture and the arts with all the ardour of youth. In 
the end it will prove that every government whatso-
ever must gradually yield to the force of public 
opinion, or public opinion will model anew the gov-
ernment. It is a power not to be despised at the 
present day ; though silenced for a time, it wi1l be 
felt ; though limited it will spread, till sceptres ac-
knowledge its sway. Let us rejoice at the efforts 
that are making to improve the political condition of 
man, and exalt, by neces.sary consequenc.e, his intel-
lectual being. Let us rejoice at every attempt to 
reform abuses, to engraft the popular principle in 
other governments, to cherish the interests of educa-
tion, whose influences extend through this life, and, 
connected with religion, purify for another. 

We stand before the world, and afford a practical 
illustration of the ad vantages derived from liberal in-
stitutions. Let us indulge the hope, that whilst this 
whole continent, from Canada to Cape Horn, is eman-
cipated from foreign dominion, the nations may reach 
our political security, whatever forms of government 
they may choose; we can wish them no greater 
blessing. 

We also have a sacred duty to perform ; it is not 
to lay foundations, and build thereupon,-that h:.s al-
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ready been done by venerable men. Our duty is to 
sustain the noble fabric ; to enter it with clean bands 
and pure hearts ; to guard and hand down a spotless 
administration of justice ; to discountenance all tu-
mult; to improve our systems of education ; to protect 
our excellent constitutions from those, who, under the 
name of reform, would touch them with unskilful 
hands ; to ward off intrigue and corruption, that may 
one day break in like a flood ; and, whilst we rever-
ence the institutions of religion, to avoid the perse-
cution that consists, not at the present day in fire and 
faggot, but in a spirit intolerant, in remarks severe 
and cruel, in suspicions of the sincerity of those who 
do not see with our eyes. 

There is that which is called cant, a term used by 
the irreligious against whatever is sincere and holy: 
there is that which is really cant, abounding in the 
world, and used as a cloak for hypocrisy, that covers 
the depravity of the heart, and tends to bring religion 
into contempt. Free inquiry and perfect toleration 
in practice will, more than any thing else, set these 
1natters right ; as for perfect agreement it never will 
be, it never can be; God, in his wisdom, has pro-
hibited it by the very constitution of the human 
mind. 

Whilst we are watchful of our liberties, it is 
another part of our duty to cherish in recollection,-
grateful recollE-ction,-the memory of those, who, in 
our behalf, for themselves, for distant posterity, for 



all that constitutes the idea of country, passed 
through the toils and dangers, the distress and suffer-
ings of the war that changed us from dependent 
provinces to self-governing and free states. They 
were champions for a nobler cause than history 
records ; in a conflict where unsuccessful resist-
ance would have brought on the punishment of re-
bellion ; and those whom we reverence as the master 
spirits of the day, whose names gather fresh glory as 
time rolls along, would have suffered the ignominious 
death of traitors. The late celebration on the heights 
of Charlt:·stown, shows that the cold and selfish in-
terests of the day have not effaced the feeling of 
gratitude, that should glow in every bosom, nor its 
expression, that should fall from every tongue ; grati-
tude, whose loudest breathings cannot swell too high 
the notes of praise that should spring from the heart. 

Nor should we forget him, who, in his youth, in 
the gloomiest period of the war, came to these shores, 
and laid bare his arm in our defence. Of noble ori-
gin, he threw off the distinctions to which his rank 
gave him title. He left the pomp and gaiety of the 
court of the youthful and unfortunate Louis, the fas-
cinations that dwelt around the lovely queen, " that 
delightful vision, glittering like the morning star, full 
()f life, and splendour, and joy," and flew to offer his 
services as a volunteer in a cause that was still 
doubtful; to a people without a name amongst the 
nations of the earth; to pour out his wealth to supply 
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the necessities of an army poorly fed, worse clothed, 
and almost dispirited ; to shed his blood for suffering 
men, to whom he was bound by no tie of language, 
acquaintance, or country. He left us a little one ; 
he returns to visit us, and is receiving the freely of-
fered, grateful homage of miJlions. He h_as come 
amongst us, like a good spirit descending from 
higher spheres ; he takes away the bitterness of 
our little altercations ; he unites all hearts ; he 
leads us back to the early scenes, where he did and 
suffered so much for us. And now that he is soon 
to leave these shores, and forever, we would dwell 
upon his virtue and his deeds, and show the 
·world that freemen are not insensible to the sacred 
demands of gratitude. We all remember the enthu-
siasm which swelled in our bosoms, when he 'vas 
received amongst us ; " when the ear heard him, 
then it blessed hin.1 ; when the eye saw him, it gave 
witness to him." We will cherish the deep feeling 
when it ceases to break out in open acclamation. We 
bid him farewell, with the earnest prayer that the 
singular vicissitudes of his former life, and the glo-
rious and heartfelt scenes that have marked his 
progress the last year, may be crowned with a tran-
quil and happy old age. 

.) 
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ONE hundred and fifty annual revolutions of the Sun have this 
day completed their circuit, since these beautiful plains were deso-
lated by a cruel and unrelenting foe. The event marks a distinct 
era in our annals, and its anniversary is worthy of solemn com-
memoration. From the sad recitals of that melancholy day, the 
heart of sensibility shrinks away intuit.ively, nor have we come 
hither only to feast the imagination upon those barbarous specta-
cles. But, we assemble to pay a tribute of grateful remembrance 
to the memory of our fathers : to consider the great things. they, 
under the guidance of the Almighty, have done for us: to contem-
plate their multiplied toils and sufferings on our behalf: to trace 
the progress of our nation from its humble beginnings to its pres-
ent exalted state of glory and happiness : to inquire from whence 
has arisen the fair and splend.id fabric of social order and do;nestic 
quiet that protects our rights and cheers our hearts : to consider 
what is our duty as men and citizens: and what is the return we 
are to render for all these blessings. We have assembled where 
civilization, and learning, and Christianity were first planted in our 
flourishing and wide spread County, then an uncultivated waste 
and a how ling wilderness. We behold the spot where our inter-
esting local history commenced; where a remnant of the Pilgrim 
band, who fled across the Ocean, the exiled heralds of truth, the 
champions of the Cross, the asserters of the rights of conscience, 
the fugitives from oppression, set the bounds of their habitations, and 
found a refuge from their persecutors, and a home for their children. 

The history of our State is divided into four great periods or 
distinct eras, each comprising a space of half a century, and each 
commencing with some signal event connected with our glory and 
prosperity, and apparently essential to our national existence. 
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Dating back two hundred years from the point where we now 
stand, we find the settlers at Plymouth had just obtained a perma,.. 
nent footing in the land, and had surmounted the peculiar obstacles 
incident to a colonial settlement upon new and original principles, 
on an untried soil, and in a climate to which Englishmen had been 
unaccustomed. At this juncture, we behold, from every part of the 
European continent, that Hlustrious band of Confessors, who had 
suffered from the persecutions of the British hierarchy, beginning 
to look to the western world for refuge and rest. The forlorn 
hope had been successful, and the ranks of the centre column were 
now filled with men of opulence and learning, prepared to found a 
powerful and lasting state. Endicott, and \Vinthrop, and Johnson, 
with their illustrious compeers, " the sacramental host of God's 
elect," immediately begin to plant the settlements around Massa-
chusetts Bay, and to subdue the wilderness beyond. In a few years 
the plantations had extended to this me'morable spot, and as the 
emigrations from England had ceased, here were their limits. An 
uninterrupted peace prevailed, and their numbers and their power 
greatly increased. 

The second period commences with the Indian war with Philip 
iu 1675-6. This contest scattered desolation and death through all 
the frontier settlements, and jeopardized the very existence of the 
Colony. It was followed by a series of similar conflicts, for the 
precise period of fifty years, until the treaty made with the Indians 
at Casco bay in 1726. This w.as literally a period of blood. The \ 
sufferings of the settlers were intense. A numerous foe was con-
tinually hovering upon the frontiers, and the deadly blow of their 
vengeance was seldom foreseen until it was felt. The progress of 
the settlements was suspended. More than 6,000 of the inhabitants 
had fallen by the sword. Many of the most flourishing towns were 
entirely broken up. A large . public debt was accumulated. But 
the calamities of the public were trifling when compared with the 
miseries of the individual sufferers. "Their days were made 
heavy with anxiety, and their nights restless with visions of hor-
ror." Their distempered imaginations constantly presented to 
their minds the sounds of savage yells in the howlings of the tem-
pest, and the whispers of prowling assassins in every rustling leaf. 
'rhe corruscations of the meteor n·ere the lighting up of 
conflagrations, and their dreams were of wandering captivity, and 
of victims writhing in ag·ony and expiring in torment. 

The third period, from the peace of 1726, is marked by a series 
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of encroachments upon the rights of the people by the royal Gov-
ernors, and of resistance upon the part of the oppressed. It little 
sufficed to satiate the demands of his Majesty's minions, that the 
people of Massachusetts had voluntarily expended their best blood 
and dearest treasures in extending the empire of their Sovereign, 
and in humbling his proud France, by the reduction of 
Louisburg, ancJ the conquest of the Canadas. It excited no relent-
ings of tyranny, that one fifth of our population capable of bearing 
arms, was for successive years exposed to the horrors of the camp 
and the dangers of the field. No ! they were called to submit to 
measures the most odious, to principles subversive of their dearest 
rights and their chartered privileges. Blessed I;Je God, the spirit 
that led our Fathers across the deep, still lived in the bosoms of 
their descendants. They resisted even unto blood, and the Inde-
pendence of a great empire was the result of this resistance. 'l'he 
year 1776 marks the fourth era, the proudest in the annals of ci v-
ilizecl man. Since that period another half century has been added 
to the accumulating mass of years. It will ever be distinguished 
for its brilliant train of momentous events. It has beheld the con-
summation of our Independence, the establishment of our federa-
tive form of government, and the practical illustration of the prin-
ciples of our fathers. It has beheld our beloved country rising 
with gigantic steps into· maturity, and displaying to an astonished 
world the blessings of gQ.od government, and of opinions unshack-
led by law. 

We are now entering upon the fifth epoch in our annals. It 
commences at a period of unexampled national prosperity, when 
out· country, and those with whom she is connected, are in a state of 
profound peace; when Commerce, and her sisters, Agriculture 
and Manufactures, are rapidly extending and improving, and, mutu-
ally protected by the parental care of the government, are recip-
rocally supporting each other, and pouring into the lap of theit· 
common mother the surplus of their abunr1ance. Our times will 
also be distinguished, at least from all that have preceded it, for 
the singular circumstance, that our rulers are conducting the affairs 
of the country, and discussing questions of the highest importance 
to their constituents:, uninfluenced by the bitter_ness of organized par-
ties, and the confusion of contending factions. 

Our history acquires importance by time, and the apparent 
magnitude of its incidents increases in propcrtion as we recede from 
them. This has awakened a laudable curiosity to di:;cover an adc-
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quate cause for the mighty effects that we witness around us-this 
can only be found in the principles of our Ancestors, and their re-
sults have been gradually unfolding, through all the successive 
years of our story. Anniversary celebrations, by presenting a knowl-
edge of their events to !he rising generations, have been found the 
most effectual means of aiding the records of the historian, and of 
recalling the feelings and principles they are intended to com-
memorate. 

We hear with the keenest interest the story of our father's 
wrongs in their native land; we sympathise in those sufferings and 
trials that indi1ced them to abandon forever their native fields. 
Conscience had issued her stern mandates, and the Puritans were 
not the men to disregard her solemn injunctions. We follow them 
with their wives CJ.nd their children to the strand in full view of the 
perils of a tempestuous ocean. How have our hearts been elevat-
ed with hope or depressed by anxiety as we traced their lonely 
ship across the billows of an untried sea; the Mayflower cradled 
like the lone sea bird on the mountain wave, but laden with bles-
sings that other gallant ship never bore ; with the constituent prin-
ciples of an empire beyond the seas; the germ of a government, 
from whence would spring civil and religious liberty, such as men 
had never before enjoyed, destined to spread its branches from the 
sea to the riY"ers, to protect and solace the millions, who would re-
pose in its sha.de. The tie that bound the Pilgrim to his native 
land was now severed forever; what remained to him of earth was 
now within his view; the relics of property reserved from the 
grasp of avarice and tyrannical exaction ; family and friends were 
now before him. But he had in expectancy a bright reversion in 
the wilderness beyond the seas, more valued than the cultivated 
plains of England, even a home where he could worship his God 
without molestation or terror; and he had, moreover, a yet brighter 
hope beyond the skies, dearer to him, than all the loved objects 
around him, or than all that earth could give. We follow our fath-
ers in their wanderings around our coast, a coast at that inclement 
season, terrible by its ice clad rocks and snowy cliffs. We accom,. 
pany them in their landing upon an inhospitable shore, dreary, 
house less, and forlorn. We contemplate with reverence and admi· 
ration that stern resolution, that holy self denial, and that exemplary 
patience, which enabled them to persevere, and to place the lasting 
foundations of their State, through so many hardships, the dread of 
savage beasts and ferocious men, famine, pestilence, and death. 
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Where is the American, who has not felt a glow of enthusiasm 

in listening to a recital of those events that led to our national 
emancipation? Who can contemplate without emotion that illustri-
ous band of Sages, Patriots,-and Statesmen, who adopted the high 
resolve, that the American people were free and independent, and 
who thrqugh a dubi.ous struggle redeemed the pledge they had giv-
en to the world, that they would consecrate to the noble cause 
"their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honors." 

These two events, although the most prominent in our history, 
and most frequently the themes of panegyric, were connected by a 
series of other incidents equally interesting, and if less splendid 
and imposing, will be found equally necessary to the consummation 
of our glory as a nation. 

At the landing of our fathers, most of the places where they set-
tled were entirely abandoned and destitute of inhabitants. N u-
merous T'estiges of a former population remained, but those parts 
of the country had been desolated by a sweeping pestilence some 
years previous to the atrival of the English. Whenever any of 
the natives appeared to claim of the soil, treaties were 
entered into, and equal and honorable bargains were made for the 
lands. If, in any instances, the case was otherwise, the fault was 
not that of our fathers, for they then were weak and the Indians 
were strong. These contracts were mutually fulfilled during the 
lives of the contracting parties. By the immemorial usages of man-
kind, however erroneous and unjust, these purchases were unnec-
essary and altogether gratuitous, for without them, our claim to 
the soil was acquired by titles as fair and as indisputable as the do-
mains of any other civilized nation. These bargains have been 
applauded by the most eminent writers upon the laws of nations, 
even by the French jurists,* as exemplary instances of moderation, 
and of a regard to equal and exact justice. If it is inquired wheth-
er the Indian tribes were parties to these conventional laws of na-
tions, we answer, that by their own rules of acquiring and holding 
property, that of immediate and actual occupancy, our right is at 
least as good as theirs. The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness 
thereof; its dominion was granted for the support of his intellectual 
creatures, and we know of the enactment of no moral law intended 
to defeat this great purpose of the phy$ical creation. 

In this vicinity also, the Indians had been much reduced by the 
pestilence, and their destructive wars with the Mohawks. Over a 

* Vattel-Book 1-ch. 18-:lect. 
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c<>nsiderable region in the valley of the Nashua, Sholan claimed to 
be the Proprietor. He was Sachem of a tribe, formerly of consid· 
erable power, but at this time was tributary to the principal Saga-
more of the Massachusetts. He had carried on considerable trade 
with the settlers of Watertown, for whom he had acquired great 
friendship. He invited them to occupy this territory, as being a 
place peculiarly fitted for a plantation. His offers were accepted ; 
and as early as 1643 the purchase was made. It was stipulated 
that .the Indians should not be molested in their hunting grounds, 
fishing places, and planting fields. For more than thirty years the 
utmost harmony subsisted between them and the whites. We have 
no reason to believe that the natives had any cause of complaint 
against the settlers at Lancaster. In the mean time, Sholan, the 
friend and protector of our fathers in their weakness, paid the 
great debt of nature, and was succeeded by Matthew, his nephew, 
who pursued the same pacific policy towards the English. The 
next Prince was of an opposite character; he joined with Philip in 
his rebellion, and afterwards expiated his crimes by an ignominious 
death. With this unfortunate Sachem, terminated the feeLle em-
pire of the N ashuas. The miserable remnant of the tribe dispers-

. ed, partly to the vicinity of Albany, and a part united themselves 
with the more powerful Penicooks. 

The sons of the desert were found by our fathers untamed and 
untutored, sometimes subtle and crafty, and sometimes simple and 
credulous. Laws were immediately enacted pr.ohibiting any undue 
advantages upon the part of the whites in trading with them. Pur-
chases of lands from them were void, unless made under the control 
of the Government. Men of learning and perseverance commenc-
ed the benevolent task of rescuing them from their state of barbar-
ity to the cheering light of civilization. The Scriptures and othe r 
valued books were translated into their language, a tongue to which 
the dialects of the learned bore no analogy, and a knowledge of 
which could only be acquired by submitting in unrepining conform-
ity to savage customs, and brutal modes of living. These pa-
cific measures were completely through the whole of 
he first period of the Massachusetts history. 

The Colony of Plymouth bordered upon the N arrhagansett 
bay. Those beautiful waters studded with a cluster of islands an d 
fertile were peculiarly fitted for the residence oft hose 
children of nature. The western banks were at that time occupied 
by the warlike tribe of the N arrhagansetts. The Pawkunnawkets 
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beld the opposite shore. They were then gover,ned by Philip, a 
youthful, gallant and ambitious Prince. A growing and rancorous 
animosity towards the English had long· been cherished in the bo-
som of this vindictive chief. He possessed sufficient political sa-
gacity to foresee that the superiority of the Whites would soon un-
dermine his power and dispossess him of his domains. His conduct 
had already awakened suspicions, and his motions were watched by 
the English. The wily King was at last unable to suggest any 
plausible reasons for his repeated warlike preparations. Without 
waiting for his allies, whom he had engag·ed in a general plot to 
exterminate the English, this self-willed victim of ambition flew to 
arms, June 24, 1675. 

His depredations commenced in his immediate neighborhood, 
but the flames of war almost instantaneously extended their ravages 
into Massachusetts. On the 24th of the following month his Nip-
muc subjects made an attack upon Mendon, in this County, and slew 
several of the Inhabitants. This is said by the historians of that day 
to have been the first blood shed in the Massachusetts Colony, in a 
hostile manner. Philip fled before the vengeance of his pursuers, and 
was an outcast from his dominiolis for nearly a year. His mind was 
bent on the blackest deeds, and nothing could glut his vengeance 
but the blood of his enemies. With the most consummate wiles, he 
infused his spirit foul and dark into all the neighboring tribes he 

· visited in his exile. In August, the N ashuas forgetting the ancient 
friendship of their fathers, consummated by so long an interchange 
of kind offices, led on by their newly appointed chief, who had im-
bibed much of the temper of the Prince of the Wampanoags, made 
a desperate assault upon their neighbors at Lancaster, then in the 
unguarded and unsuspecting hours of sacred worship, and barbar-
ously slaughtered eight of the citizens. 

The governments of the New England colonies were not uncon-
cerned spectators of these outrages upon their borders. In the 
depth of a severe winter, a well appointed army made a desperate 
attack upon the strong holds of the powerful and perfidious N arrha-
gansetts, and achieved a glorious and memorable victory, which 
manifested that the valor of Cressy, of Agincourt and Poictiers, had 
not deserted the Saxon race, even in a remote wilderness. 

Nothing now was wanting to arouse to the highest pitch of ex-
asperation and frenzy the temper of the savage soul. The council 
fires were lighted through the wilds of North America, from the 
shores _of the N arrhagansett to the frozen ph\ins of Canada, from 
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the rivers of Penobscot and Sagadahock to the roar of the cataracts 
in the West ; from the thickest recesses of their morasses the in-
cantations of their priesthood went forth summoning to arms. The 
spirits of their finhers howled in the blast, shrieked for ven-
geance. The foot of the stranger had polluted their consecrate·d 
groves, and had trod the ground hallowed by their sepulchre5. 
The tempest of war moaned in the wilderness ; the rising mists 
rolled through their vales and settled on all their hills. Gathering 
blackness and vengeance in its course, the lurid storm was now 
pared to burst its fury upon the inhabitants of thi!l devoted spot. 
The wilderness from her boundless wastes " unfolded her widest 
gates and poured forth all her Kings." Heacled by the master 
spirit of his race, an army of 1500 savage warriors, in five divisions, 
commenced their attack in as many several parts of the town. The 
peaceful slumbers of that ill fated morning were awakened by the 
horrid din of the war whoop, and the death cry of barbarian feroci-
ty. The dismal glare of domestic conflagration reddened the hori-
zon on every side, and from every glen and hill top around us, re-
sounded the yells of savage vengeance, and the shrieks. of the un-
protected flying for shelter. Neither arms defended the valiant, 
nor submission the timid; neither hoary age nor lisping childhood 
was spared ; the same blow that pierced the mother, transfixed 
also the infant in her arms. 

The details of that day of carnage and ruin are sufficiently fa-
miliar to your minds. Suffice it to say, that most of the unfortified 
houses were burnt, and the principal garrison, that of their Rever-
end pastor, was besieged, and after a gallant and vigorous defence, 
was surrendered, rolling forth devouring fire, agonizing shrieks, 
the mangled brave, unprotected females, helpless children, the 
widow and her orphans. From the best authenticated 
fifty five of the wretched inhabitants were doomed to death or cap-
tivity. One alone of that garrison escaped. Of the mise!'able sur-
vivors., the men were reserved for the horrors of a lingering tor-
ture, a fate that no submission, no rewards, en.treaties, nor impre-
cations, nor tears could avert. 

Twenty four of the women and children destined for the still 
more protracted sufferings of savage captivity, were hurried off to 
a hill, about a mile west of the village. On yonder snow clad emi-
nence, female fortitude was summoned to its severest trials. The 
cup of human misery was not yet full ; something more appalling 
was wanted to complete the horrid picture. These wretched fe-
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males had beheld their plantation, the fruit of an honorabie pur· 
chase, i.ts value enhanced by thirty years of toil, endeared to them 
by a thousand tender recollections, the natal spot of their children, 
and the sepulchre of many of their venerable fathers, all snatched 
from them in an unsuspecting moment. They had beheld the ruin 
of their firesides, their altars and hearths overrun by barbarians, 
possessed and destroyed by a ruthless foe. They had witnes-
sed their dearest friends falling victims to their valor and exertions 
in their defence, pouring out their blood like water, and sealing 
the constancy of their friendship by their precious lives. 
shut in; and from that memorable height they could distinctly view 
by the glimmering light of the burning ruins, the rioting of the 
savages amidst their spoils, feasting upon their plunder, and cele-
brating their triumph by the most frightful contortions and terrific 
yells. Nor was this all : the blaze of other fires than those from 
their ruined dwellings begin to light up the horizon: other sounds 
more heart-rending than the war whoop or the yells of the savage 
float upon the evening breeze, and vibrate upon the ears of 

1/ disconsolate captives. Wretched wives! It is no effort of the im-
agination that informs you whence proceed those shrieks of agony. 
You have already taken the last farewell of the objects of your 
dearest affections. Mothers! Nought avails the courage of your 
sons; their heroic valor will no more be displayed upon the high 
places of the field. 

; By the light of the morning sun the captives were doomed to 
take a farewell of their beloved village. Behind was ruin and 
desolation ; before them were the silent horrors of an interminable 
forest; on either side, the taunting savage, triumphing in their dis-
tress, mocking at their anguish, and heaping indignities and un-
speakable cruelties upon those whose feeble natures were sinking 
beneath their accumulated sufferings. 

Of the awful captivity of nearly three months that ensued, the 
simple and pathetic details are already familiar to you and your 
children. The sufferings of the intrepid heroine of that melan-
choly story, have already been consecrated by the tears of every 
succeeding generation:* Her fortitude and unwavering faith have 
called forth the admiration of many a generous and pious heart. 
\Vho does not feel an increased veneration for the Holy Oracles of 

., The wife of the Rev. Rowlandson, the minister of the place, was 
among the Captives. She published a narrative of her sufferings after her re· 
turn , entitled tb.e "Twenty removes_ of Mary Rowlandson ." 
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our faith, when we find them mitigating the bitterest griefs, and 
yielding comfort in the darkest hours of tribulation? Timely aid 
arrived to rescue the remaining inhabitants of the town, who were 
conducted to a place of aafety, when this, like all the other settle-
ments of the County, was abandoned, and for a long time left in 
ruins. Silence and desolation again resumed their solitary reign 
over these beautiful regions. Even the savage foot trod not the 
neglected fields, and the howlings of the bear and the wolf alone 
mingled with the murmurs of the Nashua. 

The death of Philip, in the following August, put an end to fur-
ther hostilities. No records of moJern warfare describe so great a 
proportional aggregate of suffering as these settlements then sus-
tained. But the inhabitants became inured to the peculiar priva-
tions and hardships of Savage wartare, which were of infinite impor-
tance to them in their subsequent conflicts with the French and In-
dians. From these wars their opponents always retired with great 

• defeat and losses. The superior prowess of civilized life prevail-
ed at length over the rude violence of barbarian warfare, and the 
ancient tribes of New England were erased from the list of na-
tions. In 1680, the re-settlement of this town was commenced; its 
sufferipgs from the Savages were renewed in the wars with the In-
dians and the French that fQllowed each other in quick succession. 
In each of these conflicts the Inhabitants bad to mourn the loss of a 
beloved Minister, each cut off in the beginning of his days, and his 
usefulness, and "their sepulchres remain with us to this day." The 
year 1710 terminated the story of Indian warfare in this town. 
Since that period but few places have had more reason for grateful 
praise for the peace and harmony that has prevailed within their 
borders. In 1708, the Rev. Mr. Prentice was ordained as the 
Minister of this place. During the long period of 118 years, the pul-
pit has been vacant but ten months, and but two other incumbents 
have filled the sacred desk. Through all those eventful periods, 
when other towns and churches were rent with dissensions, and 
brethren who had taken counsel together, and walked to the house of 
God in company, became estranged from each other, and when altar 
was set up against altar, no root of bitterness here sprang up to dis-
tract and divide thi& people. No ecclesiastical councils have been 
here assembled to reconcile the animosities of contending breth-
ren, or to heal the wounds of the Church : " no grey haired synods" 
to mete out the measure of their faith. Notwithstanding the re-
peated diminutions of their extent by !he formation of the several 

/ 
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flourishing and opulent towns within their former territory, this 
place still stands the first in the vicinity in population, and still 
maintains the proud pre-eminence of Queen among these villages. 

Assembled from the various branches that sprang from this an-
cient stock, we congratulate the venerable Mother of our towns.and 
our Churches, upon all the pleasing and interesting circumstances 
and contrasts suggested by this brief though imperfect retrospect of 
her history. We exhort you, fellow citizens, to a consideration of 
the high and awful responsibility imposed upon you by the present 
prosperous situation of our beloved country, and particularly the 
relation we bear to our fellow men of other climes, who are yet 
groping in ignorance, and bending beneath the yoke of slavery. 
Our lot is cast in an age pre-eminent above all others for high advan-
ces in mental improvement. The Government under which we live 
is literally a popular Government, and upon the discernment of the 
people depends many of our important measures. Projects of in-
ternal improvement, involving intricate questions of science, are 
daily presented for our consideration. The increase of the reading 
community demands for our public journals distinguished talent 
and laborious research, for these heralds of intelligence are now 
sought . for by almost our whole population. We believe, there-
fore, the time is arrived, having been accelerated by a rapid in-
crease of means, when our public schools should be placed upon a 
more liberal and elevated foundation; when high qualifications 
should be required in the instructers ; when more discrimination 
should be used in the selection of school books; when a new zeal 
and higher interest should be felt upon the part of those who have 
the oversight of Schools. We are not desirous that all our young 
men should be educated as Statesmen or Philosophers. But no man 
is capable of acting in the selection of a ruler, unless he is 
acquainted with the principles of the Government that is to be· 
administered. The general propositions of natural and moral 
philosophy are of importance to every citizen in his daily inter-
course with his fellow men. 

Think not that I am undervaluing the first principles of educa-
tion : these should be laid deep in the infant's mind, and he should 
be led on to further attainments by more time and more liberal ap-
propriations than have hitherto been devoted to these important 
objects. 

I introduce this subject on this occasion, because I firmly believe 
it is the most useful improvement that can he drawn from the 



jects we have been considering. I name it in this place because 
this people have been among the foremost in the liberality of their 
appropriations for the education of their children both at public and 
private schools. The catalogues of our university for the last ten 
years bear ample testimony in support of this t;1ct. 

It will little suffice "to build the tombs of the prophets, and 
garnish the sepulchres of the righteous," unless we their good 
examples, and cherish their valued institutions. This is the most 
acceptable tribute we can offer to the memories of our fathers, and 
to this duty we are also summoned by a regard for posterity. The 
time and the place fitted for high anrl decisive resolves. The 
ground we tread is holy, for it has been consecrated by the blood 
of heroes, of patriots, and of martyrs; beneath its turf are interred 
the ashes of the valiant deienders of our land, our laws, and our 
liberties : the air we breathe has been hallowed by the shrieks of 
lvidows, and the wailings of Rachels weeping for their first born. 

FELLOW CITIZENS-We have thuR traced the advancement of our 
country from its humble beginnings to its present state of opulence 
and power. We have seen the splendid fabric rising by regular 
gradations, under the hands of its master builders, fro:n its lowly 
foundations, to a towering height of beauty and magnificence. \V c 
have seen it affording to our fatheri and their descendants, through 
every succeeding generation, a resting place, safe and abiding. 
For a growth so rapid and so vast other times furnish no analogy, 
and other regions no precedent. 

Is this the work of fancy? Is it a chimera or a dream? Is it a 
castle of enchantment called into existence by the fabled genii of 
romance, and to vanish again at the tomb of the mistic wand ? Is it 
a palace of frost, glittering and evanescent, like the splendid bau-
ble of the Muscovite, "as worthless as it seemed intrinsically pre-
cious ?"-No, the progress of our country is no fantasy of the 
nation, for the registers of our fathers point to the origin of every 
column, and the n;:tmes of its Architects start in bold relief from 
every pedestal. We have seen its Tuscan foundatious laid low and 
permanent and unyielding as the soul of the Puritan, who freighted 
the unpolished adamant across the wave. We have witnessed its 
massy Doric columns, reared by unconquerable fortitude, and cement-
ed by the blood of valor, by a race who followed the thorny path 
of the Pilgrim in the wilderness, who forgot not their fathers and 
remembered the inestimable price of their purchase. We have 
seen the third race continue the growing pile by the tall and grace .. 
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ful Ionic, whose lofty elevation! exposed the edifice to the view of 
the nations, and rendered its sacred treasures the object of cruel 
rapacity. But from its vistas and its inmost recesses poured forth 
legions of armed men, who manfully repelled the insidious designs 
of it£ aggressors, and stripped the cumbrous Gothic appendages, 
defaced its beauty, and marred its proportions. Left in possession 
of its friends, already have they erected the majestic ranks of Cor-
inthian columns, attracting the wonder 'of an admiring world. Al-
ready is it enriched with the tributes of science and the arts. To 
its spacious Courts is attracted the wealth of every land, and the 
spoils of every sea. Laden with treasures of barbaric gold and 
eastern gems, the Merchants from afar flock to its light. 

On us devolves the duty of advancing the destinies of our be-
loved country ; of increasing the ascending pile by columns of sur-
passing strength and splendor, mingling her glories with the skies, 
blending her fame with all that is grand and august, extending the 
knowledge of her freedom and her faith to the oppressed and be-
nighted of all nations; of adorning her columns with trophies of 
science won by peaceful conquest from ages far diE>tant and climes 
remote; of defending from profanation her altars and her laws, 
and in preparing her sons to be as pre-eminent in moval and intel-
lectual attainments, as they now are, in the blessings of good Gov-
ernLDent. "rhus may our land become the glory of the whele 
earth : 

"Unbounded be her joy, and endless her increase; 
" Praise· be in all her gates, and on her walls, and in her streets, 
"And in her Courts, be heard Salvation." 



.... 
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TO THE 

W H I G S 
OF LANCASTER. 





WHIGS OF LANCASTER!-

You are soon to exercise your highest duty and noblest 
privilege as free citizens of a glorious country. Taking the 
reins of government into your own hands, you are to step in 
yourselves and make the laws, and govern the state and na- . 
tion, in proportion to your votes, by the kind of men you help 
to put into office. Consider the value of your votes, which 
will not lose their effect during the terms of office of the men 
whom you may assist to choose. 

The whigs of this town, county and state, never had a more 
momentous and eventful responsibility resting upon them than 
that which now shades their thoughts with anxiety, and impels 
them to exertion. The national administration, by a guilty 
series of despotic abuses, have indeed come home to your bu-
siness and bosoms, bringing, in disheartening array, signal 
injury, if not ruin to the one, and dismay, if not despair, to 
the other. Never did a government do more to harass its 
Citizens. We are not entirely out of the fiery furnace of 
ruined prosperity, crippled trade, a vexatious currency, value-
less property and unemployed labor, into which they, and 
they alone, have cast us. The people felt the wickedness and 
incompetency of their rulers, and shouted condemnation to 
them and their measures, from one end of the state to the 
other. The administration party was powerless and in de-
spair. At this seemingly auspicious juncture, so full of satis-
faction to every true whig, a· firebrand of discord was thrown 
into our camp by some whom we had considered our best 
friends and allies. They refuse to support the leading mea-
sure of a whig legislature. Our opponents are again filled 
with courage and hope. What has resuscitated their prostrate 
party? Nothing, nothing but our own dissensions. They 
stand in an exulting ring around the combatants, believing it 
easy to conquer the divided. May the wbigs of Lancaster 
and Worcester disappoint them. Will not every true whig 
among us rally round the regular ticket for senators, and faith-
fully stand by his country, and preserve his honor? Is this a 
time for Massachusetts, of all states, and Worcester, of all 
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counties, to thrust the victory themselves into the hands 
of those who have proved themselves their enemies. Wi11 
you, by voting for an administration man endorse the foul 
deeds of that administration, and subscribe yourselves subjects 
to Martin Van Buren ? 

No list of senators can be chosen but the regular Whig 
ticket; although word has been given out privately to the 
Van Buren men to vote the mixed ticket, that they may have 
a chance of getting three senators of the true Loco Foco dye 
on the ruins of the Whig party, and as their only chance of 
getting any. If a Van Buren man enters the senate it must 
be by Whig votes. Let no man call himself a Whig, who 
thus betrays his party and his principles. Probably our op-
ponents will vote for the three of their own party on the two-
faced list, and three otBers on their regular ticket. Those 
Whigs who vote for this " very liberal" ticket will probably 
lose their share of the spoils. 

A United States' Senator is to be chosen by our next State 
Legislature. Is any Whig ready to elevate men to the State 
Senate who will there vote against the re-election of Daniel 
Webster? What a double satisfaction would an administration 
man take in using the office into which some truly liberal 
Whigs had helped him, to vote the great champion of ·whig 
principles out of his seat in the Senate. Shall a paltry ma-
jority in his favor show a faint approval of those illustrious 
services which have honored Massachusetts and himself so 
much? Shall we thus recompense him? Or shall we cheer 
him on his noble career by choosing a Legislature that will 
give an overwhelming majority in his favor? 

Let us reflect, too, that any gain to the opposite party in 
the Senate or House will be instantly circulated by all their 
presses as proof that Massachusetts is swinging round to the 
administration. This will hurt the Whig cause, discourage 
our friends, embolden our adversaries, and gain them other 
victories. 

Shall the old board of Senators be proscribed, because they 
gave an independent vote for the License Law, being con-
vinced that it was right, and for the best interests of the State? 
No one complains that they are not good men, and good 
Senators. Are they not sound Whigs? No one alleges it. 
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You do not know yet that the law is not a good one. You 
have not tried it. Will you punish a man before you know 
that he has done wrong? Be not filled with resentment be-
fore you have carefully ascertained that you have been in-
jured. Try the law and the men that made it before they are 
condemned. Be it remembered that thousands for 
the License Law, but that remonstrances were not sent in 
against it, although it was several weeks under discussion, 
and the people knew it, and might have informed their ser-
vants of their wishes. As far as they had access to public 
opinion, it was strongly in favor of the law. In fact there was 
no general feeling against it. The pretended excitement now 
is chiefly fictitious. In all the tumult that has been raised, 
there has been a vast deal more powder than shot; more 
shouts than voices, and more and better men chosen 
to the convention than were willing to go. Every thing has 
been done for effect. Large delegations were sent from the 
towns to the Anti-License Law Convention, or to call things 
by their right names, the Anti-Tern perance Con vent ion, in 
order to bring together a prodigiously formidable body, and 
frighten us into the idea that their cause is more powerful than 
it is. Let them use their small arts, they will probably deceive 
themselves as to their strength, and nobody else. 

The Convention, by nominating the mixed ticket, opened 
a grand half-way house, to which all whigs of easy virtue and 
prepared for political prostitution, are invited, there to surren-
der their political conscience. What an extensive scheme for 
debauching the public virtue of both political parties! Whigs 
of Lancaster! you will shrink from this pollution, this kiss-of-
Judas treachery to your principles. Yon have been conscien-
tious in your political course, and you will refuse to be sold 
like an ox in the great political shambles. Every honest 
friend of the administration, who is also a strong friend of tem-
perance, will start in loathing from this unprincipled alliance 
to put down the purest and most benevolent cause ever brought 
to the decision of the ballot-box. Already there are those 
among them who have firmly asserted their determination to 
vote for temperance men, even if they are whigs. They 
know that the success or defeat of the temperance cause is 
identified with that of the regular whig ticket; and they are 
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willing and resolved to sacrifice a political preference in favor 
of good morals. They will vote in favor of good order in the 
community ; they will vote against having temptations to vice 
and ruin presented to their children, and against the deprava-
tion of the morals of the town and state. Here is a cause far 
higher than party politics. These men leave their party to 
sustain this cause. And will any whig be guilty of the double 
dishonoL· of abandoning this party, and abandoning it to pre-
serve a foul and noisome pestilence among us? Forbid it, 
honesty ! Conscience forbid it ! 

Let every sincere friend of temperance calmly consider the 
real magnitude of the present struggle. It is not, no man of 
foresight can t!Jink it so, for and against the License Law 
merely. However meetings may have been insidiously called 
of "those 0pposed to the license law;" however the "license 
law" may be thrust into the foreground on every occasion, the 
real aim, of those who are so active against the law, goes a 
great deal farther than the repeal of that enactment. Look 
thoroughly into this matter. The great battle is about to be 
fought for and against temperance itself. Every element of 
opposition is combined against that pure and humane, but 
calumniated cause. At the bottom of every argument against 
the law lie these moving but concealed springs of zeal and 
action; " I wish to sell," or HI wish to drink, ardent spirits;" 
or "I am dying for office." Some who know better, now 
lead on and excite the ignorant and depraved, that they may 
ride into place on the back of the storm. On the other hand, 
the great majority of the kind, the respectable, and the good, 
are uniting in a strenuous effort to do something now for tem-
perance that shall need no doing over. The good and evil 
principles are contending for mastery over Massachusetts, and 
God prosper the right. The nervous desperation of the exer-
tions made against the law by those disinterested patriots, the 
sellers . and drinkers, show its preponderating importance in 
their estimation. They do not overrate the crisis. It is, on 
their part, the death grapple; and, if defeated and put down 
now, many of them will be made virtuous against their will. 

How weak and narrow must be his mind, who, amidst the 
vast good already produced by the temperance revolution, can 
only think of, can absolutely poise his whole soul on, some 
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slight, specious objections to it? This now bright with 
hope, buoyant with activity, filling the hearts of his parents 
with joyful anticipations, would have been now, if that blessed 
reform had not snatched him from temptation, a fester on the 
body of society, a dagger to the hearts of his friends, an eating 
cancer to his own. Yes, it is positively certain that, in every 
town, there are now many pure who would have been corrupt; 
many kind who wo·uld have been cruel ; many are a comfort 
who would have been a curse; many a one honestly and hap-
pily at his work, who would have been a pauper in the alms-
house or a felon in jail. The Temperance Revolution can 
even now lay claim fairly, and without contradiction, to these 
merciful triumphs. Under the shield of the License Law the 
cause of humanity will gain yet brighter victories. Will you, 
who insist so much on your abstract or reserved rights, and 
whose friend, or brother, or wife, or self are not a grovelling 
brute, undone forever, only because of this great reform, will 
you lift a finger, say a word, cast a vote, to bring back the 
former horrible temptations, dangers and miseries upon society? 
Refrain ! Your own son or brother may be your victim. Re-
member, that, if the friends of temperance be defeated and 
struck down on the question of the repeal of the License Law, 
they are dispirited and down for years, while their triumphant 
opponents will proceed to restore the former unhappy and 
corrupting times, till we have again our children tempted by a 
dram-shop at every corner. Remember also that if, by your 
vote or influence, or inaction, this calamity should come upon 
us, and past scenes of intemperance, and cruelty, and crime 
thereby return, remember, that you are an accessary before 
the fact to any and each of the wrongs, the assaults, the thefts, 
the murders, that shall be the consequence. Think of it, and 
see if you are not thus responsible. 

Any pretence that there is danger of legal interference in 
our eating or clothing, if the License Law be sustained, is weak 
and must be hypocritical. It insults the understanding of the 
people. \Vhy has the Temperance cause grown to its present 
power, so that it directs the legislation of the State? Because 
every family has had its drunkard. Because every person in 
the State has seen his pure friend transformed into a demon 
and a wretch. Because the whole community has groaned under 
its burthens and anguish, and has risen in resolute determi-
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nation to shake them off. It is a manifestly false and feigned 
inference that without any such universal and extreme suffer-
ing, public sentiment can be embodied into laws against dress 
and food. The good sense of the people will not be deluded 
by so shallow a pretence from those interested to deceive. 
Will not the clear and mighty intellect, the pure and strong 
morality of United Massachusetts rise high above the delusions, 
petty sophistries, the lean abstractions of the artful and in-
terested, and surveying this great question in all its momen-
tous merits, settle it forever at the ballot box, in favor of jus-
tice and mercy, good order and good morals? Who can doubt 
it, or rather who will not do his utmost towards it? 

Citizens of Lancaster, come forward in all manliness and 
honesty to sustain that brave, worthy and independent major-
ity in the last Legislature of Massachusetts, the State never 
had one more deserving of honor and support, which boldly 
met this great moral question, without attempting by any of 
the acts of legislation to postpone it, lay it on the table, or in 
any way evade it, and well knowing the responsibility they 
assumed, and the risk of losing their places, staked their polit-
ical existence on a virtuous vote. Stand by those who have 
been so high-minded. Let them lose nothing by an elevated 
and honorable course, and be assured that you have much more 
at stake in this matter as citizens, than they have as your repre-
sentatives. Vote for the deliverance of your children and friends 
from temptation. Never were your suffrages worth so much to 
your town and State, as well as to yourselves. Sacredly de-
vote the 12th of November to your country. Consecrate 
your vote to virtue, and bring your upright friends and neigh-
bors with you to the polls. Massachusetts never had so pre-
cious an opportunity of elevating her own character, and she 
expects every man to do his duty. 

ANTHONY LANE. 
SIDNEY HARRIS. 
EPHRAIM FULLER. 
DAVIS WHITMAN. 
NATHANIEL CHANDLER. 
JACOB FISHER, JR. 
BENJAMIN HOLT. 
G. R. M. WITHINGTON. 
WILLIAM H. BROOKS. 
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LANCASTER, JULY 4, 1840. 

REV. ALONZO HILL, 

Dear Sir,- In behalf of the Church and Society we would 
thank you for the impressive and eloquent Discourse delivered at 
the funeral of our late lamented Pastor, and in their name request 
of you a copy for the press. 

With much respect, 
Your obedient servants, 

SILAS THuRsToN, P arish 
wARREN DAVIS, c 'tt 
NATH'L WARNER, ommz ee. 



DISC 0 U R S E. 

PSALM 12: 1. 

HELP, LORD, FOR THE GODLY MAN CEASETH j FOR THE 

FAITHFUL FAIL FROM AMONG THE CHILDREN OF MEN. 

No language can represent the transitofiness of human 
life more forcibly than that which is used in Scripture. 
Its emblems are found in the frailest things in nature 
and the most uncertain events in human experience. It 
is a vapor that floats in unsubstantial masses above us; 
the sun rises, and it vanishes. It is a shadow that passes 
over the valley; the interposing cloud goes by, and it 
disappears. It is as the flower of the plain and the 
grass of the field ; the foot of the unconscious traveller 
tramples upon it, and it withers; the scythe of the mow-
er goes over it, and it is cut down. The Lord of life has 
committed to his servants his treasures-the rich treas-
ures of the mind and heart-the means of usefulness and 
virtue and happiness, and he may come for them in the 
morning or evening, at midnight or midnoon. Help, 
Lord, is the desponding cry of the Psalmist ; as if he 
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feared that death in his unsparing progress and indis-
criminate slaughter would cut off all the godly and cause 
the faithful among the children of men to fail. 

And how truly do the realities of life correspond with 
the representations of Scripture. We are in the midst of 
a vain show. We are daily and hourly reminded of 'our 
frailty. We are taught by each passing object our inse-
curity. Where can we go, in what can we engage, and 
not be the associates of the dead? What means of 
safety, improvement, or happiness do we possess, which 
do not come from them? Think a moment. 'l..,he great 
public blessings which we enjoy, the language which 
we speak, the religion in which we are · educated, all 
come from the dead. How many of the books which 
we read, how many of the maxims and opinions of the 
living, how many of the discoveries in art and science, 
how many of our public improvements and private con-
veniences, how many of the dwellings which shelter us 
and the temples in which we worship, are the works 
of the dead. How large is their sphere, how wide 
is their empire, compared with that of the living. In-
stead then of being only occasionally reminded of the 
dead, when their image is forced upon the attention, we 
have them all around us, mingling it:l all the scenes of 
mortal existence, providing for our comfort, filling for us 
the cup and spreading for us the table of enjoyment, and 
contributing to the cheerfulness of the morning and the 
repose of evening. 

Reflect still further. Frailty is written on the very 
constitution of our frames. How tender and susceptible 

. I 
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are its most important organs. The sting of an insect, 
or the slightest puncture may derange and destroy them. 
How thin a covering protects the seat of thought and in-
telligence. A blow which a child might inflict, or a fall 
to the ground may disorder the brain, dispossess reason 
of its throne, and darken the intellect forever. Put your 
hands upon your bosom. You may almost bathe them in 
the fountains of life. How slight a barrier prevents them 
from forsaking their accustomed channel and from gush-
ing out. Close yonr eyes this night in slumber, and how 
near do you approach the regions of death. You lie as in-
sensible to all passing objects, to ali ving, breathing world, 
as if you had already entered there. Think also in how 
many forms and by what various instruments the great 
destroyer accomplishes his work. The very sources 
of life become the means of dissolutioiJ. The air which 
you breathe is charged with noxious vapors. The water 
which quenches your thirst is impregnated with poison. 
The food which nourishes you carries pain and disease 
into the frame. In the complicated system of nature the 
bane and aliment of life are found together. The means 
employed to preserve existence become the means of its 
destruction. 

But I feel that all these considerations impress us 
lightly compared with events like this which has brought 
us together. Within the last few months the sentiment 
of our frailty has been forced upon the mind with pecu-
liar frequency and power. Among the men whom we 
have been accustomed to regard with reverence there has 
been an unusual mortality. Especially has it been among 
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the Liberal Clergy of New England. The breaches in 
our spiritual Zion have been wide and in rapid succession. 
Light after light that shone long and clearly among us, 
has been extinguished. It is not yet a year since we 
deposited in the grave the remains of the venerable Dr. 
Bancroft, for more than half a century the fearless de-
fender of religious liberty, and for many years at the 
head of the clergy of this County. Then after a few 
months followed the excellent _Dr. Tuckerman, a man 
whose deep sympathies led him to consecrate himself, 
and wear away his strength in administering to the wants_ 
of the poor, and whose fame has spread wherever the 
name of philanthropist is honored and good dee·ds are 
held in reverence. In a few days more succeeded Dr. 
Kirkland, late President of Harvard University, the well 
loved instructor, the accomplished scholar and learned 
divine. And before the season of mourning has passed, 
while the funeral dirge is yet sounding on the ear, another 
champion of religion has been called to his account. 
And under what peculiarly impressive circumstances! 
As I contemplate them, I feel more than ever a sense of 
our frailty. A voice more moving and instructive than 
all our reasonings comes from that silent coffin. Who of 
all this large assembly that looked upon the cheerful and 
animated countenance of our venerable father and friend 
but three weeks ago, dreamed that he should never see 
him more? vVho contemplated the possibility that he 
would never return to his home and his duties? Who 
was prepared for a scene like this ? Though warned by 
the frequent monitions of Providence and by his advanced 
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age, I must confess when the tidings of his death reached 
me, they produced a shock which I could not but feel; 
for after he had commenced his journey, he was so cheer-
ful and active, he spoke to me so confidently of his pros-
pects, plans and hopes, that no sad mingled 
with our parting wishes. I had no intimations, no ap-
prehensions of his danger. But in the inscrutable wisdom 
of God his hour had come. The sentence of death was 
passed and could not be delayed. It overtook him far 
away from his home, and he fell asleep among strangers. 
He went from us in the full tide of enjoyment and hope, 
and he has returned, and asks only for a place in his tomb. 

My Hearers, while reflections like these are crowding 
the mind, while we are made to feel as we do not ordi-
narily our insecurity, and before we deposit these remains 
in the grave, it may be well, it may do us good, to dwell 
a few brief moments on the life and character of our 
venerable father now gone, who for more than forty-seven 
years has been the minister of this people, and has occu-
pied a distinguished position among the clergy of New 
England. Often- has his voice spoken from this place,-
let the silent record which he has left in our memories, 
and which is sealed as his account on high, now instruct 
and admonish us. 

NATHA;NIEL THAYER may be said to have been born at 
the altar and for 'the Church. He was a direct lineal de-
scendant of the celebrated John Cotton, the first minister 
of Boston, and belonged to a family in which there has been 
an uninterrupted succession of clergymen for nearly two 
hundred and thirty years, among whom may be found 
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some of the brightest ornaments of the New England 
Churches. He was born in Hampton, N. H., July 11, · 
1769-a year remarkable for the number of distinguished 
men to whom it gave birth. His father, the Rev. Ebe-
nezer Thayer, was for many years the respeG_ted minister 
of that place. For a long period an officer of College, 
the associate and intimate friend of the distinguished 
men of the revolution, professing a creed less stern 
than was usual, he was remarkable in his day for his 
learning, for the dignity and suavity of his manners, and 
the placidity of his temper and disposition. His mother 
seems to have possessed much of the energy which be-
longed to her family. Her father, John Cotton of New-
ton, was celebrated in his time for his virtues and accom-
plishments, and especially for his various powers in the 
pulpit. And we are told that they who enjoyed the 
privilege of hearing both, could trace a striking resem-
blance in air, voice and manner, between the grandson 
and his distinguished ancestor. 

His childhood and early youth were passed under the 
parental roof, where he received those deep impressions 
which saved him from the levity of youthful inexperi-
ence, and which led him to form that perfect propriety of 
deportment, and seriousness of manner, that marked his 
later years. At this period he was uncommonly thought-
ful and sedate, and he probably could not remember the 
time when the great truths of religion did not exert a 
hallowing influence over his thoughts, motives and con-
duct. At a suitable age he was removed to Exeter 
Academy, and was of the first class of pupils offered by 
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that now venerable institution for admission to our still 
more venerable University. He left this place without a 
stain upon his purity, with the unqualified approbation of 
his instructor; and with brightening hopes and quickened 
zeal entered on the larger field of collegiate study. Here 
he was brought into intimate communion with some of 
the master spirits of his times. Emerson and Kirkland 
were his cotemporaries and class mates. His rivals in the 
class room, his fellow laborers afterwards in a higher 
sphere of duty, he formed with them a friendship, which 
received no abatement until it was interrupted by death. 
In securing the affectionate regards of his fellow students 
he did not forfeit the confidence of the Government of 
the College, for he was graduated with distinguished rep-
utation, filled for one year the office of Tutor, and at a 
later period received the highest honors in his profession 
from the same institution. 

Having left College with a mind disciplined and en-
riched by diligent study-what is more, having passed 
its ordeal without a touch or stain upon the purity of his 
character, immediately after commencement in 1789, he 
entered on the study of Divinity with the Rev. Dr. Os-
good of lVIedford, at the same time as a means of support 
taking charge of the grammar school in that town. He 
could not have been more fortunate in the selection of an 
instructor. If there was a man who stood apart from the 
dry technicalities of his profession, whose discernment 
and energy of mind enabled him to perceive, and whose 
fearless independence prompted him to meet the exigen-
ces of his times, it was he. Those times were fraught 

2 
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with peculiar perH to the New England Churches. It 
was the period of the French revolution. A deep sym-
pathy with France in her struggle for liberty pervaded 
the country. French philosophy and French infidelity 
were largely imported, and were spreading through the 
community and sapping the foundations of religion and 
good morals. Voltaire and Diderot and Tom Paine were 
eagerly read, and the country seemed fast verging towards 
the unprincipled licentiousness which prevailed in the 
old world. And how was this deluge of corruption to be 
arrested ? 'rhe arm of the civil power _could not reach 
it. An appeal to the authority of the Church could not 
stop it. The technical preaching and cold dogmatism of 
the times could not prevail against it. It remained only 
to set aside the creeds of other days, appeal to the great 
principles of rational freedom, review the grounds of 
Christian faith, and shew that Christianity is consistent 
with reason, 'that it is the gift of love, and that it is con-
nected with man's highest intereflts in this world and 
another. Besides this, among the better educated minis-
ters a more intimate acquaintance was beginning to be 
formed with the more liberal and enlightened theologians 
of England. Fifty years before, Whitfield complained 
that the clergymen of New England were forsaking the 
good old Puritan writers, and were drinking in the heresies 
of Taylor and ·Tillotson and Clarke and Emlyn. And now 
Lardner and Price and Priestly were added to the list, 
and were diligently.studied by those who were preparing 
for the sacred profession. Accordingly, a class of divi-nes 
arose, distinguished, not so much for a fervid eloquence, 
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for appeals to the imagination and heart, or for an indis-
criminate and undiscerning inculcation of traditional 
doctrines, as for addresses to the enlightened understand-
ing. They stood up for truth and freedom and the sacred 
rights of the mind. They discarded in a great measure 
the peculiar language of theology, and uttered tones 
familiar to the ears of men. They stripped religion of 
its stern and gloomy aspect, and vindicated its affectionate 
character: and shewed, more fully than had been done 
before, its intimate connection with the duties of common 
life. They had their mission, and wisely and faithfully 
was it sustained. Under such circumstances, it was easy 
to foresee to what class of Christians the intelligent stu-
dent in theology would belong. Dr. Thayer was from 
the first a Liberal Christian. The principles of toleration 
were engrained in his heart. Religion lay in his mind, 
not encompassed with subtleties, but in a simple and 
rational form. And, addressing himself to the reason, 
judicious in his thoughts, never offending the most fas-
tidious taste, possessed of a voice of rich, deep, and varied 
tones, and a manner peculiarly impressive; above all, 
meeting by a combination of powers the wants of his 
times, from the moment he obtained a license, he was a 
decidedly popular preacher, and was received with wel-
come into the pulpits of our New England churches. In 
proof of this, it needs but be stated that only a few 
months after his approbation he received a formal invita-
tion to settle in the ministry over the Church worshipping 
o_n Church Green in Boston, afterwards committed to the 
pastoral charge of his friend Mr. Kirkland. And at a 
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subsequent period overtures were made to him to occupy 
the pulpit of the First Church, soon afterwards so ably 
filled by his other friend Mr. Emerson. 

The first scene of his ministry was Wilkesbarre, Pa., 
where he spent nearly a year in the delightful family of 
the Secretary of War, the late Col. 'rimothy Pickering. 
This period was always remembered by him with peen .. 
liar gratification. It was the bright morning of his 
ministerial life, when the dew was yet fresh upon the 
mountains, and before a budding hope had withered. At 
the end of half a century, the enchanting scenery of this 
village on the banks of the Susquehanna, so famed on 
the sad page of history and in song, was bright and clear 
and well defined in his imagination, as if it had been seen 
but yesterday. 

Fair Wyoming, 
Although the wild flower on thy ruin'd wall 
And roofless homes, a sad remembrance bring 
Of what thy gentle people did befal, 
Yet thou wert once the loveliest land of all 
That see the Atlantic wave their morn restore, 

Sweet land-how do its melancholy story and romantic 
groves rise on the memory! Among the expected pleas-

of his last journey was that of again visiting the 
spot where his youthful labors began. He told me that 
he had never been there since he left it forty-eight years 
ago-that his early friends were gone--that he should find 
himself among strangers-that all would be changed but 
his heart towards this place of his first love. But in the 
wisdom of God, the anticipated satisfaction was denied 
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him; perhaps that he might meet in fairer regions, who 
shall say how many of those friends, as the seal of his 
ministry and the crown of his rejoicing. 

In the summer of 1793 he began to preach to this an-
cient Church and Society, then under the care of the 
venerable Mr. Harrington. After the usual term of pro-
bation he received an unanimous invitation to settle as 
colleague Pastor, and was ordained on the ninth of Octo-
ber. And two years after, he was left by the death of 
his associate in sole charge of this flock. 'rhe day of his 
ordination was one of the brightest in the autumn. It 
was the season when in Indian lore the soft breezes were 
believed to come from the land of spirits, and peculiar 
auspices were supposed to attend human enterprises. It 
was a season of unalloyed joy and hope in the hearts of 
this people. And among the transactions of the day 
there was one incident, so impressive, so consonant with 
the general feeling, that it remains fresh in the recollec-
tions of the aged to this hour. While the youthful 
candidate was making his vows at the altar and was re-
ceiving from his brethren and fathers in the ministry the 
charge to be faithful and true, the aged and infirm Pastor 
was stretched upon a bed of languishing to which he 
had for many weeks been confined. His strength was 
wasting away and the fountains of life were drying up 
within him. But his work was not quite done. One act 
yet remained, and then he was ready to go. Accordingly, 
when the rite of ordination was over and his youthful 
associate, invested with the sacred office, was passing by 
with the procession of his parishioners and friends, the 
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old man was borne to the gate of his dwelling, his eyes 
dim with years and his locks streaming in the wind, and, 
there supported, he placed his trembling hand on the 
head of the young Pastor and invoked on him the bles-
sing of Heaven. Almost in the words of Simeon he 
gave utterance to his emotions. I now die in peace. 

can now go and bear witness to my brother from whom 
I received this people, that I leave them united, prospered 
and happy." Fortunate, favored man, who in dying 
could bear such a testimony as this ! Happy the minis-
ter who as he reviews the past can put his hand upon his 
bosom and appeal there for the sincerity of his motives 
and endeavors; who, as the fruit of his labor, can see 
united with him a large, prospered and affectionate society, 
and when he is no more, shall be gently laid in his tomb, 
while the associates of other days, the companions of his 
youth and the friends of later years, shall sleep all around. 
Fitting termination of a relation among the most inti-
mate and endearing on earth! 

How far the prayer of the aged saint has been answered, 
how far the wishes and hopes of his people on that day 
have been fulfilled, the history of this Church and Society 
and the presence of this numerous assembly bear witness. 
That your late Pastor entered on the duties of his pro-
fession with an enlightened view of its sublime objects, 
and with the earnest. aim and endeavor and constant 
study to promote the truest interests of Christianity can-
not be doubted. The methods which he adopted to 
secure his object and the success which has attended his 
labors can be best appreciated by those who have enjoy-
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ed them, and by Him whose piercing eye surveys every 
deed and purpose of man. So retired is the sphere of 
the Pastor's labors, and so much in the intellectual and 
spiritual world, that his truest success and best achiev-
ments can be but partially known. Like the good man 
always, apart from the observation of men he does his 
principal work. His great business lies amid the more 
tranquil and retired scenes of life. 

There unfatigued 
His fervent spirit labors. There he fights 
And there obtains fresh triumph o'er the world, 
And never withering wreaths, compared with which 
The laurels that a Cresar reaps, are weeds. 

I make no attempt therefore minutely to trace the course 
and results of his ministry, and analyze his character and 
habits of mind. It is for those who have known him for 
years and been associated with him intimately, to speak 
of him as he was, and do fnll justice to those qualities of 
mind and heart which will linger long in the memory of 
us all, and which will gain for him a lasting name among 
the New England clergy. 

Among the traits which could not escape the attention 
of any, and which imparted a peculiar coloring to his 
habits of mind, affected his manners and gave unity and 
consistency to all the purposes of life, this was remarka-
ble.-He was thoroughly a minister. He reverenced the 
sacred profession. Its duties were his delight-its objects, 
the crown of his rejoicing. The pulpit, however humble, 
in his view was a post of higher honor than a throne, and 
the pastoral relation was second only in intimacy to those 
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of the fireside of home. He was zealous for the honor 
and influence of the ministry, and the prosperity of the 
New England Churches was dear to his heart. He cov-
eted success in the sacred profession, and his thoughts, 
studies and efforts were principally devoted to this object. 
From the first he occupied a field of toilsome duty, which 
required for its cultivation the strength of his intellect and 
the freshness of his affections. Under any circumstances 
the pastoral offi.ee demands habits of unceasing activity. 
Having a numerous congregation scattered over a large 
extent of territory, he gave to it the full energy of his 
mind and heart. He was industrious beyond most men. 
He was laborious and exact in his preparations for the 
pulpit. Although from the variety and extent of his 
duties he was subject to frequent interruption, and was al-
most daily called from his study to a distance which oc-
cupied hours, the Sabbath always found him ready for its 
services. And it may be added, that even to a late peri-
od of his ministry, when in consequence of the infir-
mities of age and the changes of his congregation, he 
might with perfect propriety and perhaps equal usefulness 
have availed himself of his former labors, yet such were 
his notions of ministerial fidelity-such was his consci-
entious abhorrence of an old sermon, that he seldom 
failed to produce a new one. And at the period of his 
death he had written in a fair legible hand nearly two 
thousand. 

But the weekly preparations for the pulpit constituted 
but a part of his labors. Living in the interior of the 
State, and without a rival there for many years as a pop-
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ular preacher, he was often called away from home. 
There could be scarcely an ordination even far beyond his 
own neighborhood without him. On many of these oc-
casions he was invited to preach and his discourses were 
published. Of the twenty-three publications which were 
issued by him from the press, many were of this character. 

He often exhibited considerable ability in the state-
ment and developement of Christian doctrine, and there 
was occasionally a strain of earnestness, delivered in his 
own impressive manner, that was altogether effective. 
There are many who will remember with pleasure the-im-
pression produced on their minds by the following passage 
from a sermon delivered at an installation in Hubbardston. 
"What did the world more need than an Instructor to en-
lighten them in all the will of God ; a Model of undeviat-
ing and spotless virtue and holiness; a Savior from the 
present and distant evils of moral corruption ; a Redeem-
er from the power of the grave; and a Guide to direct 
their upward course to Heaven and to God? Give me a 
Savior who shall by his gospel impart light to my mind, 
purity to my heart and tenderness to my conscience. 
Give me a Savior who shall lead me by his instructions and 
perfect example in obtaining a over my sinful pro-
pensities, appetites and passions. Give me a Savior who 
shall secure me in the possession of a sure and unfailing 
promise of the mercy of God, if I am penitent and obedi-
ent. Give me a Savior who shall lead me in triumph, 
by faith in him, through the dark valley of the shadow of 
death. Give me a Savior who his resurrection from 
the grave has set before me a proof of my own resurrec-

3 
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tion. Give me a Savior in whom I can confide when he 
tells me that in his Father's house are many mansions and 
that if 1 am faithfnl 1 where he is I shall be also. Give 
me a Savior who can teach, practice, promise all this, and 
whose authority to reveal the promise is unquestionably 
established ; and I need nothing more to constrain me to 
acknowledge that I believe him to be all sufficient, able to 
save to the uttermost all that come unto God by him." 
This extract, while it embodies his views on a very im-
portant doctrine of our religion, may be regarded as a fa-
vorable specimen of his manner. If he never reached 
the higher efforts of eloquence, he was always appropriate 
to the time and place, always judicious in the selection 
of his topics, and in this respect was sometimes eminently 
successful. When Lafayette, as the nation's guest, made 
his triumphal tour through the country, he was addressed 
by Dr. Thayer in a manner peculiarly happy. The ad-
dress at that time made a strong impression upon the as-
sAmbled multitudes that were gathered at the spot ; and 
as he concluded with these words, "It is especially our 
prayer that on that day in which the acclamations and 
applauses of dying men shall cease to reach or affect you, 
you may receive from the Judge of character and the Dis-
penser of imperishable honors, as the reward of philan-
thropy and incorruptible integrity, a crown of glory 
which shall never fade," the Veteran trembled with em-
otion. He mentioned at, the time how deeply he was 
affected ; and years afterwards in the saloons of Paris, 
amidst the flattery of king and and the more 
sincere homage of a nation, he was accustomed to refer 
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w1th pleasure to the beautiful scenery of the banks of 
the Nashua, and the heart thrilling address of the vene-
rable minister of Lancaster. 

But there were other demands upon the time and 
strength of the late Pastor of this Church. He fell upon 
a period of great religious agitation, and of change in the 
condition of the New England Churches. The old order 
of things was breaking up, and a new condition of affairs 
was to be established. Differences between minister and 
people arose, and the rights of each were to be ascertained 
and adjusted. The great question of religions liberty 
was at issue, and was to be settled on a finn and imper-
ishable basis. During his life time he sat on no less than 
one hundred and fifty councils ; not seldom in connection 
with his venerated friend, Dr. Bancroft. The results of 
these councils were often drawn up by himself, and in .. 
valved an amount of labor, and did a service to the cause 
of Christianity, which can be but poorly appreciated by 
those who are unacquaiutecl with these subjects, and who 
do not perceive the importance of great principles in 
Church polity, as well as in Christian behef. 

Nor in consequence of these numerous engagements 
abroad did he neglect the performance of his parochial 
duties at home. rrhere was scarcely a week in the year 
in which a half day was not given to subjects connected 
with the education of the young. He was attentive to 
all the details of public instruction in the town. And 
the Sabbath School-an institution of recent establish-
ment, so wont to be frowned upon by the aged as an 
innovation upon the practices of the fathers, was cordially 
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sustained by him, and fostered with an enthusiastic de-
votion no way inferior to that of the youngest and most 
ardent of his brethren. In the more appropriate offices 
of his profession, he was prompt, impartial and exact. 
When he was able, I do not believe that the humblest 
and most obscure individual in his parish ever desired his 
attendance in the chamber of sickness and sorrow in vain. 
It might be in the most remote part of the town-amid 
the burning heats of summer or the pelting storms of 
winter, under the pressing weight of other duties7 in do-
mestic bereave·ment, in infirmity of body and weariness of 
mind-yet there he would be, in the chamber of sickness 
and by the bed of death, to administer the last admoni-
tions, consolations and offices of religion. If he did not 
always bring home to the conscience of the erring the 
power of religious truth, he knew how to speak words of 
comfort to the heart stricken and desponding. 'rhe aged, 
the poor, the burthened, they whom none else would 
pity or care for, found in him a prompt benefactor •and 
sympathizing friend. And among the many whom his 
sudden death has plunged in grief, there are none who 
will shed more. bitter tears than the destitute, the enfee-
bled, the widowed and the forlorn-who sit 
apart in their solitary places, and remember that they 
shall no more see his countenance or hear his voice 
among them. 

Nor was our venerable Father without traits of a more 
domestic and personal character. His hospitality was 
large and generous. It extended to all, like the aged 
elms around his mansion. His doors wer.e thrown widely 
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open ; and the friend and the stranger were invited to 
sit at his table and repose beneath the shadow of his roof. 
To the lnmCl;tes of his dwelling he was kind and consid-
erate. By many once occupying a circle around his fire-
side, now scattered over the land in places of dignity and 
responsibility, his influence will be felt to the latest 
period of their lives. Some of their wisest maxims and 
some of their best impulses they may trace to the uncon-

impressions which he was enabled to leave upon 
their minds. His placid countenance is associated with 
their earliest and most fixed resolves-his voice going up 
in the morning and evening sacrifice, with their most 
hallowed religious feelings. And in the more intimate 
relation of husband and father he was gentle and affec-
tionate. The playful companion rather than the severe 
governor of his children-their ready confidant from their 
tender years, his influence was like that of the rising sun 
and falling dews, constantly vivifying and refreshing. In 
a word, he was a Christian gentleman, never offending 
against the most rigid rules of propriety abroad, sweet-
ening home by the presence and exercise of the Christian 
graces, endearing his friends by his constant kindness, 
attracting strangers by his undeviating politeness and 
affability. 

Dr. Thayer enjoyed a green old age. Although, with 
a single exception, the oldest minister in the State having 
the sole charge of a parish, he continued in the exercise 
of his ministerial functions with undiminished ardor and 
with few interruptions to the last. At length, debilitated 
somewhat by the labors of the past spring, three weeks 
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ago to-day: he commenced a journey for the pleasures of 
relaxation and the recovery of his health. 'rhe day be-
fore he had stood where I now stand, and administered 
the ordinances of baptism and the supper to an unusual 
number. The spectacle of so many children and 
youth, offered and offering themselves in the holy rites of 
our religion, touched his heart. It was a season of un-
mingled satisfaction ; and he frequently referred to it as 
the happiest in his life. He began his journey under 
favorable auspices, and every hour was enjoyed. The 
almost uninterrupted clearness of the sky, the fragrance of 
the air, and the richness of fields and forests through which 
he passed, brought a glow of health to his cheek and 
animation to his spirits. Every object attracted his at-
tention -every scene awakened his interest. He gazed 
with wonder on the improvements around him, and· spe-
culated as a Christian on that portion of the country 
through which he was passing. After spending a week 
of pleasure and improvement at Saratoga Springs, he 
pursued his course by easy stages towards the Falls of 
Niagara, and was arrested by death at Rochester, N. Y., 
on 'ruesday, June 23, at two o'clo?k in the morning. 
The day before had been spent as he 'vould desire to 
have done it had he foreseen that it would be his last. 
Large portions of it had been occupied in most interest-
ing conversations on religious subjects with fellow trav-
ellers, which, if they leave no lasting impressjon upon 
their minds, will be remembered with gratitude by the 
daughter who was his companion. In the evening he re-
tired at his usual time and in his usual health; and no in-
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timations were given of the veiled events of the coming 
hour. But the messenger of death had been sent and 
was on his way-and in the silence of the night 
and in a strange city he came-and the aged pastor, 
familiar with his form, perceived th.at his hand was upon 
him, and felt his cold breath upon his cheek, but his 
presence and power created no alarm. Without a mur-
mur or a sigh of discontent he yielded to the decisions of 
an unerring Providence, and, serene and cheerful, awaited 
the final issue. His mind was never clearer, or his heart 
warmer. His thoughts were among his family and the 
people whom he loved-" Give them my dying Jove," 
said he to the daughter whose privilege it was to stand 
by his bedside. "'Tell them I cheerfully submit.-! die 
in the faith I have preached.-! die in peace and in the 
hopes of the gospel." It was all that he could say; and 
then in accordance with his oft repeated prayer that he 
might not survive his usefulness or the possession of his 
powers-that he might not die a lingering and painful 
death,-he sunk to his rest. as calmly and gently as an 
infant into its slumbers. And they who were there that 
night and witnessed that death, although bnt strangers the 
day before, and of a faith differing from his own, took 
note and said "a good man has fallen." And 

Who shall weep whert the righteous die? 
Who shall mourn when the good depart? 

When the soul of the godly away shall fly, 
Who shall lay the loss to heart? 

He has gone into peace; he has laid him down 
In sleep till the dawn of a brighter day, 
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And he shall awake on that holy morn 
Where sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

To the afflicted Widow, Children, and Relatives of 
our departed father I would present my most heartfelt 
sympathy. My it may seem almost unnatural, 
that, at this season when the face of nature is exhibiting 
such tokens of cheerfulness, and such large provisions are 
made for human happiness, your hearts should be unable 
to vibrate with the general joy-that this sudden darkness 
should have come on all your prospects-that an affec-
tionate husband, an indulgent parent, a valued associate 
should have been torn from your embrace. But it is not an 
enemy that hath done this. It is the wise discipline of 
a Father that loves you. Ye believe in God. Ye believe 
also in Christ. Let not your hearts then be troubled. 
Remember the words which he uttered while he was 
with us: "In my Father's house are many mansions." 
There dwell the good; relieved from the toils and bur-
thens of this mortal existence. And husband, children, 
sisters, friends, I trust, are there, for I behold, and lo a 
great multituue whom no man can number of all nations 
and kindred and people and tongues. And, ask you 
what are these which are arrayed in white robes, and 
whence come they ? These are they who have come 
out of much tribulation, and have washed their robes and 
made them white in the bl-ood of the Lamb. Was it not 
meet that he whom you mourn should drop his earthly 
covering and put on the immortal robes? And could you 
have desired for him a less painful-a more peaceful 
change? Comfort yourselves, my friends, with these 
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reflections. Let the hopes of our religioll be in you and 
abound. 

My Brethren and Fathers in the Ministry. The pres-
ent year will be marked in the annals of our Churches. 
How many of the pillars of our Zion have fallen ! How 
many of our associates and friends have departed ! The 
fathers, where are they? Gone are they to render their 
account. The faithful fail from among the children of 
men. The voices of the aged and venerable are hushed. 
The loved forms that used to rise up before us have dis-
appeared. Their last invitations and warnings have been 
given. Their last prayers in eartply assemblies have 
been offered. And can it be so? When we look upon 
the tranquil face of nature:-upon the material world 
retaining its wonted aspect-upon the uninterrupted out-
goings of the morning and the unfailing returns of the 
evening, . we can scarcely realize the greatness of the 
change that has passed over us. But when we come to 
the place where fervent devotions have been wont to go 
up and lessons of grave instruction to be given ; when 
questions of difficulty arise and counsels of wisdom are 
needed; when we pass the dwellihg where kindness and 
hospitality reigned and hear no word of welcome from 
accustomed lips, then do we realize indeed that a change 
has come and that they who were with us are not. 
They are gone. But we, my brethren, are yet spared, 
and have a work to do. Whether our ministry shall be 
longer or shorter, let us not be anxious to enquire. But 
while sin is in the world and temptations abound-while 
souls that might attain to angelic excellence are besotted 

4 
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and enslaved by low worldly habits-while men and 
women with capacities for immortal and ever increasing 
happiness, Esau like, are casting from them the treasure 
for a present gratification or gain, we must work,-and 
though faint and weary, we must still work. Onward 
then, my brethren, in a holy resolve and endeavor. Re-
member, the season for spiritual toil is brief. The day of 
grace is hastening to a close. The shadows of night are 
coming down from the mountains. He lives longest who 
accomplishes most. Watch ye, then, stand fast in the 
faith, quit you like men, be strong. 

My Brethren of this Church and Society. By the 
event that has called us together you have sustained a 
loss which you only can appreciate. The light which 
has shone in this place for nearly half a century is ex-
tinguished. The voice which yon have been accustomed 
to hear is silent. The heart that beat in unison with 
your own has ceased to throb. The countenance that 
was welcome to your dwellings is fixed in death. 'l'he 
guide of this people and the pastor of this flock is now 
to occupy the narrow precincts of the tomb. At this 
solemn hour, how many tender recollections must rush 
into your minds. With how many of the most interest-
ing reminiscences of life is his image associated. On many 
of you, when you were too young to be conscious of the 
act yourselves, when parental devotion in the hour of 
fervent gratitude and hope offered you to the service of 
God and Uhrist, his hand sprinkled the waters of 
and his lips invoked a blessing. vVhen in later years you 
again approached the altar, he welcomed yon to the table 
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ot our Lord and broke unto you the bread of life. When 
you have come to this place of sacred instruction Sab-
bath after Sabbath, he has stood here and dispensed to 
you the great lessons of truth and duty. He has been 
with you in joy and sorrow, sanctioned by his prayers 
your nuptial vows, soothed by his sympathies your griefs 
for the loved and lost, and entered your chamber of sick-
ness and raised your sinking sonls above the weakness of 
the body and opened to you the prospects of life eternal. 
And now, as the remembrances of these things come 
thronging iuto your minds, can you fail to ask,-does not 
the question press upon the conscience, have you redeem-
ed these pledges of your childhood, and observed these 
vows of your maturer years? Have none of his coun-
sels of wisdom been slighted? Have all the invitations 
of religion which proceeded from his lips been accepted? 
Have the lofty principles and spirit of the gospel been 
formed within you? Is the love of God and Christ and 
goodness enkindled in your hearts, and does it shed over 
your whole lives and conduct its gentle, purifying and 
ennobling influence? Are you emancipated from earth-

corrupting habits, pressing onward in the career of 
Christian virtue, rejoicing in Christian hope? My breth-
ren, these are questions which you must ask in your 
bereavement. They are forced upon the mind, and can-
not be evaded. Have you been true to your interests, 
faithful to your opportunities? Not here in this crowded 
assembly,-not when the feelings are agitated with emo-
tion ,-not to man, frail and sinful like yonrsel ves, be the 
answer. But take some still quiet hour, when the pas-
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sions are hushed and the great responsibilities of life are 
brought clearly to view, and then and there in the 
solemnity of the soul and in the presence of God, let the 
reply be made. 'rhough dead, may your lamented pastor 
yet speak to you. · Remember, your welfare was dear to 
his heart. If strength had been · given him, his last 
prayer would have been, that, as he received you, you 
may remain an united, prospered and happy people. 
Have you forgotten his earnest and almost prophetic lan-
guage while he was with you? ''You will not doubt 
my sincerity when I express a firm belief that the peace 
of this town and the hope that no root of bitterness will 
spring up to interrupt it, are to all of us subjects of de-
vout thanksgiving. I add, if on that day when death 
shall dissolve the tie that connects us as minister and 
people; I can leave you as I now behold you, an united, 
growing, prosperous and happy people ; if I may be sup-
ported by the hope that you will have a minister who 
will be a peace-maker, who will be more valiant for the 
truth and able to defend it, more faithful and devoted to 
you and your children than your present minister has 
been, one of the first desires of his soul in relation to 
your state as a Christian society will be accomplished." 
By your respect then for his memory---by your regard for 
the well being of yourselves and your children, let no 
dissensions arise among yon. Now the shepherd is gone, 
let the flock the more earnestly cleave together. Let 
your counsels be united and your hearts be as the heart 
of one ; and the prayers of all good men will be offered 
in your behalf, and the smiles of Heaven will be upon • 
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you. Happy will you be if you find a successor who 
will be a peace-maker; who will be more valiant for the 
truth and able to defend it-more faithful and devoted to 
you and your children than your lamented pastor. 

To the Children and Youth of the Sabbath School 
here assembled I have one word to add, and then I have 
done. My Young Friends, you have come here perhaps 
to look on these weeds of wo, to occupy a place in this 
funeral pageant, and to listen to what I might say of 
your honored and venerated minister. Before we part let 
me suggest a thought thut will be useful to yonrsel ves. 
You may have read, for we are told by · the Jewish his-
torian, that when Jerusalem besieged a solitary voice 
was heard at the dead of night echoing through the still 
and vacant streets of the devoted city, and saying, "Arise, 
depart, for this is not your rest." And they who heard 
that voice deemed the city no longer their home. They 
went to their Tabors with their pilgrim's staff in their 
hands and shoes on their feet for the journey ; and 
whether men, women or children, all were ready when 
another sign should warn them to go. And my friends, 
are there not many voices coming to your ears, not mere-
ly in solitude, but in the busiest scenes of life; not 
merely at midnight, but morning, noon and every hour 
of the day,-from the changing fields and forests, from the 
word and the providence of God, from the chamber of 
sickness and the fresh made graves of your friends, saying 
to you also, " Arise, depart, for this is not your rest." 
You are bound for another country. God is your Father 
and your home is in the skies-prepare yourselves to 
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receive the smile of his welcome and a place in some of 
his mansions. Lean not on earth-defer not a present 
duty-begin now your upward course. For, what is 
your life ? To-day you may rejoice in your health and 
strength, and to-morrow-where may yon be to-morrow ? 
Its sun yon may never see. You may retire this night 
with your plans and full blown hopes, as did your ven-
erable father, and amid silence and darkness be hurried 
to your account. Be thoughtful then, be affectionate, be 
dutiful. Remember now your Creator, while the evil 
days come not nor the years draw nigh when you shall 
say, I have no pleasure in them. Watch, for you know 
not the day nor the hour. What I say unto you I say 
unto all-watch. 



APPENDIX. 

HIS ANOESTRY. P. 7. 

This statement is not merely conjectural. The genealogical 
table is complete. Every link is supplied. Dr. Thayer's ma-
ternal grandfather, as has been said, was Rev. John Cotton of 
Newton. He was born in 1694, and ordained Nov. 3, 1714, at 
the early age of twenty. He was universally called "the Great 
Gun of the Gospel," and seems to have inspired a singular de-
gree of reverence _ in the minds of his cotem poraries. We are 
told, "the Church and religious society in this place enjoyed the 
happy resettlement of the Gospel Ministry among them by the 
ordination of the Rev. John Cotton, lVI. A., descendant of the 
celebrated John Cotton, first minister of Boston." "So high 
was the respect cherished for the virtues and accomplishments 
of this youth of twenty) that the town in general went in pro-
cession, met and gave him a joyful welcome upon his entrance 
into it as a candidate." "His labors," we are told, "through 
life were faithful, fervent, acceptable, and considerably success-
ful. He died of a fever, after a short' illness, in which he gave 
his dying counsels to his pariBhioners presept, and expressed his 
animating hopes, May 17, 1757."* 

His father was the Rev. Rowland Cotton of Sandwich. He 
was ordained Nov. 8, 1694, and died March 18, 1722. He was 
a faithful and successful minister, and, as was the custom of 
clergymen living in the neighborhood of Indian settlements, he 

1 Hist. Coil. v. 5. 
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learned the Indian language, and gave a portion of his attention 
to their instruction. In an account of " a visitation to the In-
dian plantations within the province of Massachusetts Bay," the 
following testimony is given to his fidelity. "At Mashpah, be-
longing to Sandwich, we found another assembly of Indians, 
among whom the Rev. Rowland Cotton frequently dispenses the 
word, unto whose good progress in the Indian language we can-
not but subjoin our attestation, having heard him dispense the 
word to them." His brother Josiah Cotton, magistrate of Ply-
mouth, was eminently skilled in . the Indian language, of which 
he published a vocabulary. A manuscript sermon of his, half 
Indian and half English, is in the library of the Antiquarian 
Society.* 

Their father was John Cotton of Plymouth, who was ordained 
pastor of the Church, June 30, 1669. In consequence of a 
difference of opinion on some subjects of Ecclesiastical polity, 
dissatisfaction arose, which led to his dismission Oct. 5, 1697, 
" to the great grief of a number in church and town who earn-
estly desired his continuance." He was afterwards invited 
to re-settle in Charleston, S. C., where he died Sept. 18, 1699. 
He was accounted "a man of strong parts and good ability to 
preach the word of God." He was laborious, active, faithful, 
and eminently successful. He was well acquainted with the 
Indian language, and indefatigable in his efforts to convert the 
natives to Christianity. He published the second edition of El-
liot's Indian Bible with a Grammar.* 

His father was the famous JoHN CoTTON, minister of the first 
church in Boston. 

INVITATION TO SETTLE IN BOSTON. P. 11. 

The text is not strictly accurate; but by the kindness of my 
friend, the present Pastor of the New South Church, I am able 
to correct it. He never received a formal invitation to settle. 
But at .a meeting of the Society held March 3, 1793, on a ques-

* Hist. Coli. Ell. Biog. Diet. Farmer's Reg, 
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tion to determine the number desirous of giving him a call, a 
majority was found in his favor-but in consequence of a sub-
sequent vote no invitation was given him. The record is as 
follows : 

On motion, it was voted, That the sense of the Society be 
taken by yeas and nays to determine the number desirous of 
giving Mr. Thayer a call to settle. On counting the votes, it 
appeared that the whole number were fifty-one, of which thirty-
three were for giving Mr. Thayer a call and , eighteen in the 

·negative. 
On motion whether it be expedient (all circumstances consid-

ered) to give Mr. Thayer a call to settle, it was unanimously 
voted not expedient. 

In the First Church no votes were taken. But a movement 
was made and a composed of leading members of the 
society, sought an interview to learn if invited, whether he would 
accept; but to his honor as a faithful and conscientious minister, 
he rejected the overtures, preferring rather than sever the ties 
which bound him to his people in Lancaster and wound their 
affections, to forego the honor and advantage of having a city 
congregation. 

HIS PREDECESSORS. P. 13. 

The following notices of the ministry in Lancaster were fur-
nished by a friend, taken principally from printed discourses 
and from the records of the town,. 

Lancaster was incorporated in 1653, there being then nine 
families in the place. "From the year 1654, Mr. Rowland::;on 
preached among them until the 14th of April 1658; at which 

they invited him to settle in the work of the ministry 
among them; and he accepted their invitation, and probably was 
ordained the same year." He continued their minister till 
1676,-when King Philip's war having commenced, Lancaster-
then containing above fifty families-was destroyed by the In-
dians, many of the inhabitants killed, and the rest dispersed. 
During the disper:sion of the Lancaster people, Mr. Rowlandson 
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was invited to preach at W eathersfield in Connecticut, and died 
before the resettlement of the to\Yn-wbich was about four years 
from the time of its destruction.-After the resettlement of the 
place, the pulpit was supplied by several persons, and no minis-
ter settled, till 1690-when Mr. John Whiting, son of the vener-
able Samuel Whiting of Billerica, was ordained. In 1697, dur-
ing a war in which N. England was involved with the Canadians, 
French, and Indians, Mr. Whiting being on some occasion at a dis-
tance from his garrison, was surprised and killed by the enemy. 
They indeed offered him quarter; but he -chose to fight to the 
last, rather than resign himself to those whose tender mercies 
were cruelty. At the same time twenty others were killed; 
two wounded ; and six carried into captivity. 

In 1701, Andrew Gardner was settled. "On the 26th Oct. 
1704 (says Mr. Harrington in his century sermon, from which 
the above facts are obtained) there having ·been a party of the 
enemy discovered at Still-River, the soldiers and inhabitants be-
longing to the Rev. Mr. Gardner's Garrison, with divers others, 
went in quest of them ; who returning in the evening fatigued 
with the service of the day, Mr. Gardner in compassion took the 
watch that night upon himself; and coming out of the box late 
at night, was heard by one between sleeping and waking in the 
house, who supposing him an enemy, seized the first gun which 
came to hand, and shot him through the body in the Parade. 
But the fatal mistake immediately appeared; and he being car-
ried into the house, forgave the person that shot him ; and in an 
hour or two expired, to the great grief not only of his consort, 
but of his people, who had an exceeding value for him." John 
Hancock, of Lexington, in his sermon at the installation of Mr. 
Harrington, alludes to him as "a hopeful and promising young 
gentleman.'' 

John Prentice was ordained 29th March, 1708; and "after a 
life of much service, faithfulness, and love, on _the 6th of Jan'y 
1748, deceased, aged 66, greatly lamented." Mr. Hancock, in 
the sermon just quoted from, says (after enumerating the calam-
ities that had befallen the people-and especially the persons 
and families of the first three ministers of Lancaster)-" Thus 
God has broken in upon you as the breaking forth of waters ; 
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you remember the affliction and the misery, the wormwood and 
the gall. But since these days have rolled over you, God has 
shown that he ha.d mercy in store for you. 0 how have you 
been greatly smiled upon in the life and labors of the Rev. Mr. 
John Prentice, who having obtained help from God ministered 
unto you for the space of 40 years. God made him a blessing 
to you ; he was a burning and shining light, and you rejoiced 
in that light for a long season. As God gave him the tongue 
of the learned, so he knew how to speak a word to him that 
was weary; the God of the spi·rits of all flesh fitted him for his 
work, and taught him how he ought to behave himself in the 
house of God. They that knew him, esteemed him for his piety, 
his probity, his peaceableness, and gentleness, and for his com-
mendable steadiness in these uncertain times. And ye are wit-
nesses of God also, how holily, how justly, how unblameably he 
behaved himself among you, serving the Lord in all humility of 
mind. He was a practical, scriptural, profitable preacher; have 
you profited under it ? God knows, and your consciences they 
know. He was of a firm, unbroken constitution, till about a 
year before his death, and was temperate in all things, and with 
the help of that Prudence* God gave him, he managed them with 
discretion. And now behold I know, that ye all among whom 
he has been so long preaching the kingdom of God, shall see his 
face no more. * * * And may God make yout his successor, a 
greater blessing still. And may a double portion o.f his excel-
lent spirit rest upon you." There is extant in print an Elec-
tion sermon of Mr. Prentice's, delivered in Boston May 28, 
1735. 

Timothy Harrington was installed as his successor Nov. 16, 
1748. He died Dec. 18, 1795, aged 80; and in the 48th year 
of his ministry at Lancaster. 

In regard to both his immediate predecessors, Dr. Thayer has 
the following passage in a sermon of his delivered Dec. 29, 1816, 
on leaving the old Church, in which they and himself had 
ministered. "Innumerable are the evils and dangers, which 
flow from Churches being without the regular dispensatio n of 
the.. word and ordinances. In view of these evils and dangers, 

* A poor pun upon the name of his wife. 
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we notice the extraordinary goodness of Divine Providence in 
the longevity and usefulness of my two immediate predecessors 
who ministered in this house. It is indeed a memorable fact in 
our history, that in one hundred and eight years past there have 
been only ten months, the time which elapsed between the death 
of Rev. Mr. Prentice and the Installation of Rev. Mr. Harring-
ton, in which this Church has been without a settled minister. 
It is no less worthy of being with gratitude, that our 
records are not defaced with any instance of a controversy be-
tween this Church and either of its pastors. I have ever con-
templated these two holy men as remarkably displaying a mod-
el of the ministerial character, at the time in which they respect-
ively lived. In the Rev. Mr. Prentice were united the com-
manding dignity, the severity of manners, the pointedness in 
his public preaching, which were thought by the generation he 
served to be indispensable characteristics of a Christian minister. 
'The young men saw him and hid themselves; and the aged 
arose and stood up.' The Rev. Mr. Harrington exhibited the 
urbanity, the condescension, the cheerfulness, the candor for 
youthful errors and frailties, which are congenial with the spirit 
of more modern times, and a nearer imitation of the temper 
of his Great Master. While classical learning shall be viewed 
an honorable attainment; while charity and the general practice 
of the ministerial and christian virtues shaH enhance personal 
worth, or be esteemed an ornament to society and to the church, 
the name of Harrington will be in precious remembrance." 

Dr. Thayer in the passage just quoted remarks that in 108 years 
past there have been only ten months, in which his Church has 
been without a settled minister. That period is now extended, 
(making allowance for the time he was colleague with Mr. Har-
rington-which was upwards of two years) to 131 years. This 
remarkable fact of so long and constant a ministry, togeth-
er with the extended duration of each ministry, and above all the 
characters of the ministers themselves, no doubt contributed · 
greatly to the peace and prosperity of the Parish, and to the 
prospect of its .continued harmony. 
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HIS MINISTRY. P. 13. 

Of the ministers of the sixteen churches of which the ordain-
ing council was composed, two only survive, and not one 
in connection with a religious society. Of the large parish 
over which he was ordained but few individuals now remain. 
One after another has gone before him, and the congregation of 
the dead is scarcely less numerous than that of the living. 
During his ministry he baptised 1017 individuals-admitted to 
his church 388-married 1038-and buried 1130. 

LIST OF PUBLICATIONS. P. 17. 

Of his published discourses are the following :-Sermon 
at the funeral of his Colleague, Rev. Timothy Harrington, 
Dec. 23, 1795. Sermon on Annual Fast, April 2, 1795. 
l\!Iasonic Discourse, June 24, 1797. Artillery Election Sermon, 
June 4, 1798. Ordination Sermon of Rev. Elihu Whitcomb 
at Pepperell-borough, July 3, 1799. Installation Sermon of 
Rev. William Emerson at First Church, Boston, Oct. 16, 1799. 
Sermon at the Ordination of Rev. John Sabin at Fitzwilliam, 
N. H., l\!Iarch 6, 1805. Sermon at the Ordination of Rev. 
Samuel Willard at Deerfield, Sept. 23, 1807. Sermon on the 
National Fast, Aug. 20, 1812. Sermon at the Interment of 
Rev. Francis Gardner at Leominster, June 6, 1814. Sermon 
on leaving the Old Church at Lancaster, Dec. 29, 1816. Ser-
mon on entering the New Church at Lancaster, Jan. 1, 1817. 
Sermon at the Funeral of Henry Bromfield, Esq., of Harvard, 
Feb. 16, 1820. Election Sermon, l\!Iay 28, 1823. Sermon at 
the Installation of Rev. Winthrop Bailey of Greenfield, Oct. 12, 
1825. Sermon on Revivals of Religion in the Liberal Preacher, 
August, 1827. Sermon at the Dedication of the New Church 
ip. Stow, Oct. 1, 1827. Sermon at the Ordination of Rev. Wm. 
H. White at Littleton, Jan. 2, 1828. Discourse at Townsend, 
Feb. 10, 1828. Discourse at the Ordination of Rev. A. D. 
Jones, at Hubbardston, Nov. 13, 1828. Thanksgiving Discourse 
at Lancaster, Nov. 27, 1828. Discourse at the Ordination of 
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his son, Rev. Christopher T. Thayer, at Beverly, Jan. 27, 1830. 
Address at Berry-street Conference-on the modes of exerting 
religious influence at the present day, May 25, 1831. 

ADDRESS TO LAFAYETTE. P. 18. 

GENER3L LAFAYETTE-In behalf of the inhabitants of Lan· 
caster, I offer you their cordial congratulations on your arrival 
in a country whose wrongs you felt and reRented; whose liber-
ties you valiantly defended; and whose interests and prospects 
have been dear to your soul. 

We all unite with the few surviving veterans which were 
with, loved and respected you on the high places of the field, in 
giving you a welcome to this village, once the chosen residence 
of savages and the scene of their boasted triumph; and rejoice 
that you visit it under the improvements of civilized life, in 
prosperity and peace. 

It gladdens us that we and our children may behold the man, 
whom we have believed and whom we have taught our children 
to believe, was second only to his and our friend, the immortal 
WASHINGTON. We participate in your joy, on beholding our 
institutions in vigor, our population extended, so that since you 
left us from a little one we have become millions, and from a 
small band a strong nation ; that you see our glory rising, our 
Republic placed on an immovable basis, all of which are in part, 
under Providence, to be ascribed to your sacrifices, dangers, 

and toils. 
We wish you health and prosperity. We assure you that 

wherever you shall go, you will be greeted by our fellow coun-
trymen as one of the chief deliverers of America, and the 
friend of rational liberty and of man. It is especially our prayer, 
that in that day in which the acclamations and applauses of 
dying men cease to reach or affect you, you may receive 
from the Judge of character and Dispenser of unperishable 
honors, as the reward of philanthropy and incorruptible integrity, 
a crown of glory which shall never fade. 
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HIS FAMILY. P. 21. 

He was married to Sarah Toppan, daughter of the Hon. 
Christopher Toppan, of his native village, Hampton-one of his 
father's principal parishioners, Oct. 22, 1795. She still survives 
to deplore his loss. Delicacy forbids my speaking of an union 
cemented by the mutual kind offices of nearly half a century, 
or of the aid which he derived in all the trying circumstances 
of his ministry from her sympathy and co-operation. They had 
eight children, of whom five only remain. 

HIS DEATH. P. 22. 

It is not certainly known of what disease he died. It was 
probably a congestion of the lungs. It is a little remarkable 
that the manner of his death should so nearly resemble that of 
his father, fifty-two years before, who was, also, cut off in the 
night in his usual vigor, after an evening cheerfully spent in 
company with his friends. Dr. Thayer died among strangers, 
but they can be regarded so no longer. The Christian courtesy 
and kindness of the clergy and people of Rochester, the prompt 
sympathy of the Rev. Mr. Whitehouse, of the Episcopal Church, 
in particular, who offered to throw open his house for a public 
funeral service, will ever be gratefully remembered by the be-
reaved family. The remains, attended by the daughter, who 
received every attention by the way which delicacy could 
prompt, were conveyed to Lancaster, and by another singular 
coincidence ' reposed under the same elms where his aged 
colleague had so many years before invoked on him a blessing, 
while prayers were offered in presence of the afflicted family 
and friends hastily gathered together. On Monday, June 29th, 
at 2 o'clock, P. M., they were carried to the Church where he 
had so long officiated. It was hung in black and filled in every 
part with the people of the town and its vicinity. In connection 
with the sermon, passages of Scripture were read by Mr. Os-
good, late of Sterling, prayers were offered by Mr. Allen of 
Bolton and Mr. Lincoln of Fitchburg, and appropriate pieces of 
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music were sung. When 'the services were over, the lamented 
minister was borne from the portals of the house of God, to en-
ter them no more. And as I saw the aged people following the 
bier, calling to mind the faithful services of half a century, and 
those of maturer years sorrowing as for a personal friend, and 
little children weeping that they should look upon the kind pas-
tor no more-and then beheld the body laid in the silent tomb 
amid the associates of other days, it seemed to me a sublime 
and touching spectacle-a fitting termination of a long and 
devoted ministry. 

SERVANT of God, well done ! 
Rest from thy loved employ; 

The battle fought, the victory won, 
Enter thy Master's joy. 

The voice of midnight came, 
He started up to hear; 

A mortal arrow pierced his frame-
He fell, but felt no fear. 

Tranquil amidst alarms, 
It found him in the field, 

A veteran slumbering on his arms, 
Beneath his red-cross shield. 

The pains of death are past; 
Labor aud sorrow cease ; 

And, life's long warfare closed at last, 
His soul is found in peace. 

Soldier of Christ, well done ! 
Praise be thy new employ; 

And while eternal ages run, 
Rest in thy Savior's joy. 
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SERMON. 

COLOSSIANS I. 18. 

AND HE IS THE HEAD OF THE BODY 1 THE CHURCH; WHO IS THE 

BEGINNING, THE FIRST-BORN FROM THE DEAD 1 THj;\.T IN ALL THINGS 

HE MIGHT HAVE THE PRE-EMINENCE, 

WE have assembled as friends of the Church of Christ, 
and in his name, to introduce one of his ministers to a new 
sphere of duty. We have come to kindle another light in this 
candlestick of the Lord, in the place of that, whose graceful 
and beneficent beams, for so many years, shed peace and joy 
on this community. We do it from a sense of the value of 
our Christian institutions, and with an earnest desire to promote 
their prosperity. We do it with a recollection of our responsi-
bility to the great Head of the Church, and with devout prayer, 
that the spirit of truth and grace may attend our assembly 
and hallow our work. 

The relation in which our Saviour stands to the Church may 
be a suitable topic of discourse. What more suitable, than 
that this church, on such a day, remember its honored head? 
What more becoming its Pastor, than that he remember his 
Teacher and Lord, to whom he must be united as a branch 
of the vine, if he would bring forth fi·uit? May the grace of 
God, then, be with us, as we take up the doctrine of our text, 
and speak of him "who is the Head of the Body, the Church; 
who is the Beginning, the First-born from the dead, that in 
all things he might have the preeminence." 
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The Christian dispensation is part of that great plan for the 
government of manklnd, which began with the birth of the 
race, and is to lead to the establishment of virtue and happi-
ness throughout the earth. To Christianity has been com-
mitted the execution of that comprehensive plan. And as it 
runs back to the beginning of time, our first inquiry is, What 
is our Lord's relation to that part of it which preceded his own 
advent to the world? The answer is easy and simple. As he 
was to be the chief and most efficient of all God's instr.uments 
in the achievement ·of that great purpose,- as that glorious 
design was to' be consummated by his ministry and institutions, 
-therefore everything that was done had reference to him, 
and was made a preparation for his coming and labors. Every-
thing looked forward to him and helped to make ready the way 
for him. Thus Abraham saw his day and was glad; Moses 
predicted him ; the prophets perpetually referred to his appear-
ing ; the Law was but a Schoolmaster to bring to Christ ; all 
was a shadow of good things to come. As everything in 
the natural year looks forward to the ripening of the harvest, 
and is arranged with express reference to that crowning season, 
so everything in the previous interpositions and dispensations 
was arranged in anticipation of his auspicious advent, who was 
to close the divine purposes with the full splendor of the spir-
itual year. The glory of Moses and David, of the Temple 
and the Altar, would be as incomplete without Christ, as the 
beautiful blossoming of Spring, and the luxuriant growth of 
Summer, without the ripe burden of Autumn. All was pre-
paration for him. 

The new dispensation, then, having been introduced, what 
relation does our Lord sustain toward it? 

The answer is obviously, in the words of our text, He 
stands at its head. So he is represented in a great variety of 
language, and by very various illustrations. Sometimes he is 
likened to Adam, the first man ; -the place which he holds in 
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the moral history of the race, being correspondent to that 
which the first man held in the natural history of mankind. 
Hence he is styled the first-born among brethren, the first-born 
from the dead; because as in Adam all died, so in Christ are 
all made alive. Sometimes he is likened to :Moses, the head 
of the Jewish dispensation; as being the Mediator and Law-
giver of the more perfect covenant, in the same sense that 
1\tloses was Mediator and Lawgiver of the ancient covenant. 
Sometimes he is called High priest ; he stands at the head of 
the new worship, as Aaron was the head of the old ritual wor-
ship . . And sometimes King; king on the throne of his father 
David ; as being appointed to that same authority in the spir-
itual kingdom, which the monarch of Judah held in the politi-
cal kingdom. Under all this diversity of representation, the 
same general idea seems to have been intended,- that Christ 
is head of the new dispensation in every sense of the term ; 
look at it in what light we may,- and from whatever point 
of view. And this diversity of phrase and illustration is em-
ployed, because there is no one of them which could alone 
adequately express the extent and fulness of the office which 
he holds. 

This remark should 'have our attention. If duly regarded, 
it would prevent our following too far the analogy of any one 
of the titles attributed to the Saviour. Here is an entirely 
new and singular office assigned to Christ; he holds a place 
which no other being ever held or will hold; a place superior 
to all, and in a great variety of ways connected with the for-
tunes and happiness of mankind. What name shall be given 
to such an office? In what terms shall it be spoken of? by 
what titles of honor shall it be described ? Human language 
must be used, because there is no other. But human lan-
guage can depict the offices of Christ; only by borrowing 
terms from human offices already existing. It knows no other 
terms. And as no one office among men comprises or could 
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comprise all the ideas which belong to his unprecedented po-
sition, it was necessary to fill out the meaning by adopting the 
titles of many. " King" he is not in the strict sense, for he 
never wore a crown or sat upon a throne; "Priest" he is 
not literally, for he never stood in robes at the altar or slew the 
victim in sacrifice; nor " Prophet," simply, but much more 
than a prophet; nor Lawgiver, Mediator, or Shepherd, in the 
original and literal sense of those titles;- he was something 
more than all, above them all, and different from all. But 
there was something in him which resembled the functions or 
relations of each ; something which might be signified by their 
names; therefore their names were rightfully applied to him. 
Any one of them alone, would have been totally inadequate; the 
perfect description could be approximated only by employing 
them all. We are to remember, then, that neither title precisely 
expresses the office of the Saviour, and is not to be reasoned 
from on that presumption. If other more suitable terms had 
existed, they would have been adopted ; and the proper modi-
fications to their customary sense must be learned by a 1arge 
comparison of them with each other, and with what we learn 
fi·om .other sources of his character and duties. 

If this had been duly considered, the world might have 
been spared much idle and vexatious controversy which has 
arisen from too literal acceptation of terms, that were never 
intended to be taken in any but a very qualified sense. 

There is, however, one title so exclusively appropriated to 
our Lord, that it might be supposed to furnish the exact de-
scription of his office; the title, namely, of THE :MEssi.AH. 
But this, like the rest, ouly leads the mind back to certain 
offices amongst men. The Messiah, in its original sense, is 
" the anointed." Jesus receives that appellation because com-
missioned and consecrated by God to a holy work, in like 
manner as the priests and kings had been consecrated by the 
sacred oil. It indicates the supremacy of this Son of God 
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above all others who had been anointed; as it is written, 
"God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of glad-
ness above thy fellows." So that the use even of this most 
distinguishing title points out nothing definite respecting his 
relations to the new dispensation of grace, excepting his su. 
premacy. He is the Head. 

The Head. In what respects? In all. Under God, and 
by the appointment of God, he is first and supreme in every 
particular under which that dispensation can be viewed. If it 
be to reveal divine truth, he is the infallible teacher; if to 
promulgate the ,divine will, he is the infallible authority ; if 
to proclaim the divine mercy, he is the one mediator and 
advocate. What Moses had been to the preceding, Christ 
became to the new institution, and in relation to the eternal land 
of promise, what Moses had been in relation to the earthly; 
-the Leader;- by whose authority, influence, and medi-
ation the whole scheme is conducted. So that precisely as 
the Law came by Moses, grace and truth came by Jesus 
Christ. As that eminent "servant" of God built up the 
institutions of the Old Oovena.nt, until they had prepared the 
way for the New, so the favored " of God built up the 
institutions of the New Covenant, 'until they shall have pre-
pared the way for the perfect kingdom beyond the grave. 

In making the transition fi·orn the partial economy of 
Judaism to the more universal institution, the several steps of 
the process demonstrate the supremacy which had been given 
to Christ. He is to abolish the former and bring in the . 
latter. In accomplishing this, as Daniel represents it, he is 
to make an end of sacrifices; which he did, according to the 
book of Hebrews, by the sacrifice of himself; - his devoted 
death being regarded, emblematically, as the crowning and 
consummating sacrifice, because from that act the ritual of the 
Jewish temple ceased and the offerings at the altar were 
ended. The ancient formalities being removed, he stands 
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forth as the lawgiver of the new era; publishing with author-
ity the moral and spiritual commandments of God ; uttering 
with. wisdom from on high the revelations of his everlasting 
truth ; making proclamation of his infinite grace, and his 
provisions for the pardon of penitent sinners. Thus by a 
word of sovereign command he establishes the Kingdom of 
God among men, and shows himself its rightful Head, in all 
things having the preeminence. 

The frequency and decision with which this is expressed 
in the Scriptures is very observable. "All power is given 
unto him in heaven and on earth." "He is exalted to be 
a Prince and Saviour;" he is "Prince of the kings of the 
earth." "God hath highly exalted him, and given him a 
name above every name, that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, and every tongue confess him to be Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father." 

Respecting language of this character in the New Testa-
ment three remarks are to be made. 

1. First, it is to be taken in a spiritual sense as denoting 
a spiritual power. "My kingdom is not of this world." "The 
kingdom of God is within." It is the authority of truth, the 
dominion of the soul, the sway of conscience, principle, and 
holy affections, righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. 
Christ has no dominion but a moral dominion. His followers 
have misunderstood the purpose and contradicted the genius 
of his empire, when they have seated themselves on thrones, 
and crowned themselves with diadems, and wielded instru-
ments of force, and struggled for place with the empires of 
the earth. His kingdom is independent of the governments 
of the world ; it has no lawful partnership with princes or 
states. It seeks to influence governments, and direct the 
application of their powers, and reform the administration of 
the laws, only by a moral operation on the opinions and 
character of the people. By changing the minds of all men 
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every where, he will finally obtain the control of all the gov-
ernments of the earth. In that way,- and in · no other,-
but in that way, incontrovertibly,- in which alone is efficient 
and impregnable dominion,- he will by and by come to 
reign as "Prince of the kings of the earth," " King of kings, 
and Lord of lords." The hearts of all men will be turned 
to him; and he will sway them, and, through them, the world 
and its affairs, without rival and supreme. 

2. It is next to be remarked, that the dominion assigned 
to Jesus has been exercised partly by himself in person, and 
partly by his apostles, and other representatives and servants. 
While resident on earth, he labored in his own person for 
the establishment of the kingdom ; and since his ascension to 
heaven, he ever liveth to make intercession. During the early 
days of the church, it is clear, from the history in the book 
of Acts, that he maintained a personal superintendence over 
it; appearing to the apostles, and directing them in their toils. 
And whatever may be thought the precise meaning of his 
intercession, there can be no doubt that, as Head of the chureh 
and Redeemer of souls, he ever looks with iuterest on their 
fortunes here below, and performs in theie bebalf offices of 
love and grace. It is mainly, however, through the agency 
of others that he has been pleased to administer the govern-
ment of his kingdom and provide for its progress and well 
being. As the Father sent him, so he sent his apostles, and 
appointed them "to sit on twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel." In these terms our Lord intimates 
the manner in which his great trust has been executed; it has 
been through the agency, in a considerable measure, of the 
ministers of his church. And we accordingly find, that his 
institutions have flourished and faded very much in proportion 
to the fidelity or the negligence of those to whose care they 
have been committed. The blessing of the Spirit of God, so 

2 
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essential to the guidance and prosperity of the church, has 
waited on their prayers and labors. 

3. The supremacy, which Christ thus maintains as Head 
of the spiritual affairs of mankind, is limited to the state of 
the church upon earth. Its design is accomplished in the 
deliverance of men from the present evil world, and their pre-
paration for their eternal home. Beyond this life it does not ex-
tend. When he has led his many followers to glory, his work 
is completed, his authority ceases, and the delegated govern-
ment, entrusted to him for man's sake, comes to an end. This 
is explicitly taught by the Apostle Paul, when speaking of 
the resurrection of the last day. "Then," he says, "then 
".runeth the end; when be Bhall have delivered up the kingdom to 
God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule 
and all authority and power. * * * And when all things shall be 
subjected unto him, then will the Son also himself be subject 
unto him that put all things under him, that God may be 
all in all." In that higher world, therefore, we shall meet 
him as our Benefactor, Teacher, Saviour, Redeemer; but no 
longer .our Sovereign and Lord. We shall know and rejoice 
in his love as that of an elder brother and unchangeable friend; 
but the authority now resting on him as Head of the spiritual 
Kingdom will have been restored to the God and Father of 
all. 

We see then, what is the relation which Christ sustains to 
the dispensation under which ·we live. He is its anointed Head ; 
ruling it by the authority which God delegated to him, through 
the institutions be set up and the ministry he sent forth ; to the 
end that holiness might prevail, sin be forgiven and abolished, 
and man be saved ; to surrender his sovereignty at last, that in 
the perfect state of heaven God may be all in all. 

The question now arises, What is the practical bearing of 
a11 this ? I will endeavor to point it out in four particulars. 

I . 
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1. The relation of Christ to this dispensation as Mediator 
and Head, is such, as to render him an essential part of it; so 
that in receiving it, he also must be received and acknow-
ledged at the same time. 

Christianity, as a dispensation of religion divinely appoint-
ed for man, is constituted partly of certain great truths, 
and is partly an institution of outward means. It is not mere-
ly certain truths concerning the soul and God and human 
destiny, received from any source and for any reason, 
which will render a man a Christian. If it were so, then a 
man might be a Christian who had never heard of Christ ; or 
having heard, yet rejected him; rejected him as a teacher, 
though assenting to the doctrines which he taught. Christianity 
does, indeed, embrace those universal truths which may be thus 
received, and which may have dawned on many minds which 
Jesus never shone upon ; but it embraces much besides. It is 
an institution, of which he is the Head ; and it cannot be re-
ceived in any adequate and genuine sense, unless he is received 
with it as its master and founder. He who does not thus receive 
it, might yet be a religious man, living in ancient Lacedremon 
,or modern Hindostan, if he lived up to the full light of natural 
religion; but he certainly could not be called a Christian. Nay, 
we need not deny he may be a religious man, living 
among Christians, in a Christian land -if he bow to God with 
conscientious submission and reverent worship; but it is not 
easy to see how he can call himself a Christian. A Christian 
is a disciple of Christ; but no man is a disciple he 
acknowledge the master. Because a man maintains the unity 
of God and the. doctrine of fate, he is not therefore a Moham-
medan; he must acknowledge Mohammed in the character 
which he claimed. And in order to be a Christian, one must 
not only maintain certain doctrines, but must acknowledge 
Christ in the character which he claims.- Christianity is not 
simply the grand doctrines of a Universal Religion; it is those 

2* 
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doctrines, as they are revealed by God's Son, embodied in his 
life and made permanent in his institutions, together with all 
the motives and sanctions which he has added to them, and by 
which he has urged them on men. In order to discipleship, 
one must receive the whole. To assume his name on the 
ground of holding certain truths which he taught, while others 
which he equally taught are refused, and he himself is rejected 
as the teacher of them, is an obvious inconsistency. 

2. If Christ be Head of the spiritual dispensation which 
God has set over us, then it follows, that, in all questions of 
religious truth, we are to be implicitly guided by his word. 
All that is said by himself and his Apostles respecting the 
"power that was given to him," "the wisdom of God that was 
upon him," " the spirit imparted to him without measure,"-
all implies that he speaks from a divine fulness, with an author-
ity from which there is no appeal. If we admit his claims, we 
may not go behind his declarations; they are divine and in-
fallible. They are to be received, whether the grounds on 
which they rest, in the nature of things, can be discerned or 
not; whether the human reason can or cannot verify them to 
itself by intuitive discernment or sagacious arguing. They are 
to be taken as truths because he proclaims them to be such. 
Now undoubtedly it happens, so consonant is all truth to the 
human mind, that whatever Christ has taught will in due time 
be seen to be truth by the scrutinizing reason ; but I am as 
much bound to receive it before I thus see it by the light of 
my own reason as afterwards. My faith in him, as commis-
sioned to declare it to me from the infinite source of know-
ledge and truth, requires it of me. I exercise faith in him, 
when 1 believe in the truth of his doctrine because I trust in 
him. There is no exercise of faith, if I wait to see it of my-
self before I will assent to it.- If it should be said, This may 
not be; because by this reliance on another I may be made to 
receive what is unreasonable ; the answer is, Not at all ; for I 
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am already assured that he is from God, and therefore do 
not believe it possible that he should teach what is unreasona-
ble. If I withhold my assent to his words, lest I should com-
promise my reason, I display distrust, not faith; I throw off my 
allegiance and deny my master; in form I acknowledge, but 
in fact I reject him. Let me rather implicitly smrender my 
weak and short-sighted understanding to his wisdom, on whom 
the Father poured ' the spirit without measure; satisfied with 
his assurance that what I know not now I shall know hereafter, 
and willing to wait though I may not comprehend. 

3. If Christ be the Head of the spiritual kingdom, it will 
follow, that, not only in matters of doctrine addressed to the 
understanding, but in matters of precept addressed to the con-
science and will, his guidance is to be implicitly obeyed. He 

· announces to man his duty. He the command-
ment of God. He declares the law of righteousness. There 
is no course for man but to obey. The commandment of God 
is perfect right ; perfect right is to be pursued without hesitation 
or deviation; and therefore without hesitation or deviation the 
precepts of Christ are to be observed. The question is not, 
are they reasonable; that point has already been decided by -
the admission, that he is a teacher sent from God. If fi·om 
God, of comse they are reasonable; we can have no so strong 
proof of anything being reasonable as this, that it is taught by 
God. Neither is it the question, are they expedient, and is it 
for our interest to observe them. If we are under the Divine 
government, these points have already been decided for us by 
the Sovereign Being in whose hand our destiny lies, and who 
has sent his Son to be our light. He alone knows what is 
well for us; we do not know. We may seem, by adhering to 
his laws of humility, meekness, self-denial, peaceableness, to 
expose our rights, and put in jeopardy our well being. But 
this is impossible, so long as they are his Jaws; and therefore 
we betray both him and ourselves, when we prefer our own 
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judgment, and decide against those spiritual habits. "V e show 
that we have less faith in him than in ourselves; we are false 
to our profest allegiance to him as the Head of the spiritual 
kingdom on earth. As subjects of the Divine Government, we 
have nothing to do with the Divine Law, but to ascertain what 
it is and obey it. If it is to be ascertained from the teaching 
of Christ, one mi.ght as well proclaim war against the course of 
nature or the right hand of God, as presume to go contrary to 
his precepts; it were equa11y rebellion and folly, and equally 
sure to end in discomfiture and despair. 

4. If thus in all things Christ have the preeminenGe, and the 
spiritual interests of the soul are entrusted to him by the 
Father, then we understand how it is, and why, that the New 
Testament demands FAITH in his followers. It is by believing 
his revelations, d ctrines, and precepts to be from God, and 
therefore binding, that we receive them. We can receive 
them only as we believe them. They can be profitable to us, 
only as we trust in them. If we have not faith in them, they 
are nothing to us; and their value increases just in proportion 
to the strength of our belief, that they came from God. Hence 
the worth and beauty of Faith. Relying with perfect confi-
dence on the word, promises, and sufficiency of Jesus, it ena-
bles us to walk through life with the same quiet assurance in 
regard to our spiritual interests, that we have in regard to the 
established ordinances of Providence in the natural world. As 
those ordinances go on, we entrust our temporal concerns to 
them without fear or misgiving ; we understand that they are 
fixed as the power of God, and wise and kind ·as his Love. 
Just such is the effect of Faith, in respect to the concerns of 
the soul. Throughout our pilgrimage to heaven, in all the 
trials and progress of our moral being, we lean upon him with-
out fear or misgiving. We look around with a trustful eye, and 
see that all is well. We look forward with a confiding hope, 
and our hearts beat with transporting expectation. We know 

I I 
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whom we have believed ; that all is secure w.hich we have 
entrusted to him ; and that he has gone to prepare mansions 
in his Father's house, that where he is we may be also. 

And now, Brethren, let us consider how all this may apply 
to the present occasion. 

God has introduced into the world a great dispensation of 
truth and grace, in order to the perfection and salvation of men. 
In the midst of it, we are living ; and our prospects of real 
good are bound up in it, for time and for eternity. The lVIinis-
try and the Church are the appointed instruments of accom-
plishing its designs; and we have gathered in the house of 
God, that we may do something for their continuance and 
efficiency. Let it be deeply impressed on our minds, that it is 
the CHRISTIAN Church and the CHRISTIAN Ministry; not an 
association of men under the exclusive guidance of their own 
judgment to devise measures for their social and present good; 
not a teacher of human wisdom, and of truths that his own 
mind may guess out by ingenious speculation; but the Church, 
the Body of Christ, having no life or worth except as derived 
from him, its inspiring Head; and the minister, the servant of 
Christ, having no wisdom that can profit, excepting as drawn 
from his infallible teaching. Over the great work which is to 
be done for the race God has appointed his Son to be Dictator 
and Chief; and nothing in aid of it can be effected by the 
subordinates, excepting in accordance with the methods which 
he has ordained. Ho\v can the institutions of Christianity 
save the world, but through the doctrines and influences of 
Christianity? How can the preacher win souls to heaven, but 
by preaching Christ, who holds the keys of heaven ? 

We, therefore, ordain to-day a Christian Minister over a 
Christian Church. We mean that he shall testify here the Gos-
PEL OF THE GRACE OF Gon. It is through that testimony 
that he is to hope for success. He is not to be of those who 
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think that a secular education and the gradual influences of a 
polite civilization are sufficient for the race ; or of those who 
regard human philosophy as the highest and sanctifying wisdom. 
What has mere Civilization ever done, but lead to a worldly 
prosperity, which ends in ruin? What has mere Philosophy ever 
done, but give a flickering light to a few and leave the multi-
tude in darkness? There are men enough, God knows, to see 
to it, that society does not degenerate into barbarism ; the min-
ister needs not undertake that work. There are men enough to 
publish the theories of the old and the new philosophies; the 
minister needs not undertake that. He has a higher calling, he 
is servant of a loftier truth. The temple throws open its doors 
to him, that he may go in make proclamation from God of 
spiritual and everlasting life alone. Let him stand in his place, 
and spread that unaltet·ed .• unalterable wisdom, which has al-
ways blest, and can never fail to bless, and can alone eternally 
bless, the waiting and immortal soul. 

Yes, Brethren ; there is no other name given under heaven 
whereby men can be saved, but the name of Jesus Christ. 
Him hath God highly exalted, and ordained to fulfil the grand 
purposes of his spiritual Providence. As God is true those 
purposes will be accomplished. Christ shall reign till he hath 
put all enemies under his feet. We may reject his teachings, 
if we will, and refuse to have him rule over us ; but we shall 
not frustrate his glory; we shall only prepare confusion for 
ourselves in the day when his throne shall be established among . 
the nations. But, if we wi ll be faithful to his word and help 
his plans,- then, when that day of glory shall arrive·, we 
may be honored of him in presence of his Father, and share 
the triumphs of his reign. 



CHARGE. 

BY REV. CALVIN LINCOLN. 

MY BROTHER, 

Y mm connexion with this religious society has now been 
solemnized in conformity with the long established usage in 
our churches. In prayer lo Almighty God you have been 
publicly designated as the Pastor and spiritual Guide of this 
people. \Ve have united in imploring the blessing of that 
Being, whose blessing is the life of the soul, upon the relation 
on which you have entered, upon the labors which you are 
called to perform. While we acknowledge the necessity of 
divine aid to your success in the ministry, we remember that 
this result depends also on the purity of your purposes, the 
fidelity and wisdom of your efforts. I am, therefore, instructed 
by the Representatives of our churches composing this Eccle-
siastical Council, to address to you the customary charge-
the charge to be faithful as a minister of Jesus Christ. To this 
voice of admonition and counsel you have already listened: 
and you cannot have forgotten, or ceased to feel, the power 
with which it came to your heart on the day of your intro-
duction to- the Christian ministry. The same charge you 
received in the voice of God's truth within, when, in the retire-
ment of your own soul, you resolved to dedicate your powers 
to the cause of Christ, and the ad\-·ancement of man's spiritual 
welfare. And constantly since that day, as you have pon-
dered the instructions, and studied the life of Jesus, the con-

3 
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v1ct10n has become more and more strong, that it was your 
best privilege and your highest duty to spend and be spent 
in the service of your Master, and in the cause of humanity. 
Why then repeat this service? It is the part of wisdom to 
take advantage of all circumstances that ruay minister to the 
good of the mind. Although you are not to engage in 
unwonted labors, you are entering a new and larger field of 
usefulness; and the service to which I am called in conn ex ion 
with the solemnities of this occasion, may impart new fervor 
to holy purposes already formed, and give new impression to 
truths already received. 

In the words of the apostle I charge you,-" Preach the 
word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, 
exhort with all long suffering and doctrine. Be thou an example 
of believers in word, in conversation, in charity, in faith. Give 
attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Neglect 
not the gift that is in thee. Meditate upon these things: give 
thyself wholly to them, that thy profiting may appear unto 
all." '\Vith the Epistles, from which these passages are select-
ed, your mind cannot be too familiar. Imbue yolll' heart 
with the spirit which they breathe; for this spirit will prompt 
you to strive for high attainments- extensive usefulness--
and if need be, to make generous sacrifices to advance . the 
welfare of your flock. 

You have entered the ministry, my brother, in an age and 
in a part of the Christian world, in which the influence that 
you exert, and the fruit of your labors will depend, mainly, 
on yourself, on your individual attainments and on your private 
character. There was a time, if not within your memory or 
my own, when the office exalted the man, when the station 
commanded reverence, when the ministerial garb was a sure 
passport to the confidence of the community, when instructions 
from the pulpit were heard with reverence, because they were 
uttered in the sanctuary, and by one who was recognised as 
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to exist. Ministers like other men are judged by their works. 
Faithfulness and ability are the only means by which to secure 
confidence and respect. This change in public sentiment is 
not to be lamented. It affords evidence of increasing religious 
knowledge, and of growing intelligence. It places ministers 
in a position more tme to nature, and altogether more healthful 
in its action on their own minds and hearts. I do not mean, 
that the present condition of our churches creates the obligation 
to be faithful which rests on the minister. This ever existed. 
But it shows him with the utrnos.t clearness, that he must 
not trust to his office for the power with which he speaks, 
but must rely on himself- yes, with the blessing of God, 
on himself alone. It shows him at once, that the demand is 
uncompromising, for a devoted heart, an honorable knowledge 
of his profession, and untiring fidelity in discharging its various 
and trying duties. 

I exhort you then, .first of all things, take heed to thyself, 
and to the ministry which thou hast received, to fulfil it. Re-
flect, with frequency and seriousness, upon the character of 
the religion which you are called to preach, upon the design 
and effect of the services which you are required to perform. 
Meditate upon the purity and benevolence of Jesus, his entire 
submission to the will of heaven, his willing sacrifice of himself 
for the spiritual good of man. You will thus keep alive in 
your own bosom a spirit of fervent piety towards God, and 
of ardent love for the people of your charge. Be also an 
example to flock; regulate your own temper, conduct," 
and language, by the same rules which you urge them to 
obey. Endeavor to appear before your people in the ordinary 
intercourse of life, in the spirit of your office; not indeed with 
a forbidding countenance, an unsocial reserve, or a careless 
indifference to their common interests. Yom communion with 
those around you may be free, yom conversation cheerful, 
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your heart alive to sympathize in all their joys, and you may 
still be with them as a minister of the religion of Jesus, im-
proving every appropriate season for instruction and exhorta-
tion; thus manifesting that the religion which you inculcate, 
lives in your own heart. A pure life and a holy conversation 
will give authority to your instructions, and Le a pledge of 
the sincerity with which they are offered. 

I urge you again, my brother, to sustain in your own mind 
a thirst for religious knowledge, a fervent, deep, ever active 
love of truth. Let its pursuit be a constant purpose of your 
soul. Open your mind to its reception from whatever source 
it may be derived. Truth is the natural food of the mind; 
it imparts cleamess to the perceptions, and vigor to the 
powers. For its own sake, its worth outweighs any toil borne 
in its acquisition ; and in its attainment, the very efforts that 
we make, impart freshness to the thoughts and sustain the 
health, the elasticity of the intellect. I offer this suggestion, 
because we too generally cease from the pursuit of truth as 
soon as we have entered upon the threshold of that temple in 
which truth is to be sought and found. With attainments in 
theological learning, deemed respectable, we enter the ministry. 
Amid the var.ious cares which demand our attention, we are too 
much inclined, and too often willing, to rely on attainments 
already made, to meet the ever changing condition of the 
moral and religious world. Powers, that are not exerted, lose 
their energy. The mind, that enters not on new fields of 
thought, will soon exhaust its early acquisitions. We may 

• produce many newly written sermons,, when it would be diffi-
cult to show that all of new pertaining to them is not confined 
to this particular. I am deeply sensible of the difficulties at-
tending the comse which I prescribe. Systematic study is 
often impossible, in connexion with the multiplied labors of the 
pastor's office. Still, habits of mental activity may be cher-
ished under all circumstances. He, who cannot command 



- I 

21 

time to read in his study, may think in his walks; and by prov-
idence in his arrangements, and economy in the use of time, 
may unite, with the sound judgment of mature years and the 
authority of advanced age, the freshness of early impressions, 
and the full power of a still advancing mind. Examples are 
not wanting to justify this view. Standing as I do in the pres-
ence of this society, I need have no fear in saying, that it is 
possible for an aged minister thus to render his last years, the 
brightest, the most useful, and the happiest years of his min-
istry. 

Preach the truth,- the truth as it is in Jesus. Teach not 
for doctrines the commandments of men. Go for light and 
knowledge to the authorized messenger of the Divine mind, to 
him who knew the human heart, its wants and its dangers, and 
who dwelt in the bosom of the Father. Preach not yourself. 
Rely not on the deductions of the human mind, or the imagin-
ings of excited feelings. Do not attempt to go above or be-
yond the written word. When I consider how very slow have 
been our approaches, in the passage of eighteen centories, 
towards a full conception of the spiritual truth unfolded in the 
preaching and life of Jesus, I have no belief that eighteen cen-
turies to come will render his instructions obsolete or unsuited 
to the wants of the human soul. Preach the truth with plain-
ness. Form in your own mind a distinct Idea of the object 
you would secure- of the impression you desire to make. 
Point out the application of Christian doctrines to the condition, 
the dangers, and the wants of mankind. Strive to understand the 
moral and relig:ous state of your own society. By the directness 
of your manner and the simplicity of your language, let it be 
manifest to all minds, precisely what you intend- what you 
regard as 1 ssential to their salvation. Shun ambiguous phrase-
ology and an unexplained use of Scripture language. In this 
manner the truth uttered in one part of a sentence or discourse, 
is sometimes rendered pointless and powerless, or obscure, by 
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an adroit arrangement of words and an involved structure of 
sentences. 

Again, I charge you, preach the truth without fear. Deliver 
to your people the message which in the honesty of your heart 
you believe has been given you by the great head of the 
church. Keep back nothing that will be profitable. Let no 
unworthy timidity ever induce you to refrain from the utterance 
of that word, which God and duty command you to proclaim. 
And if it should be, that the worldly-minded complain, or rise 
in hostility to your course of instruction, still 1 say, maintain 
the integrity of y.our conscience. Any minister, who does not 
respect himself, will not be respected by his people, even 
though he flatter their pride and disturb not the quiet of their 
own hearts. Yes, I repeat, whatever you believe it duty to 
preach, that proclaim. Maintain the true independence of the 
pulpit. Let not professed reformers compel you to go beyond'-
let not the lovers of self-indulgence induce you to fall below, 
your own convictions. Do not mistake undue self-esteem-
a restless love of innovation -a desire to startle your hearers 
by bold assertions, for Christian fidelity. True independence is 
calm, discovers itself, not by the frequent declaration of rights, 
but in a conscientious discharge of duty. The language of 
defiance usually originates in conscious weakness, and the 
spirit of defiance will always awaken the spirit of resistance. 
Speak the truth in love. Show a respect for public sentiment 
in regard to tbe time chosen for its utterance; and the truth, if 
not obeyed, will be heard with respect; if not observed in 
practice, will be acknowledged in the hearts of your hearers. 

The manner of preaching derives great importance from the 
effect which it gives to the instmctions of the preacher. The 
audience will sympathize in the apparent feelings of their 
teacher; and it is only by manifesting deep interest yourself, 
that you can awaken the interest of others. Let your own 
heart be full of the truths which you would inculcate, and 
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then let your utterance be fervent and natural. You cannot 
with safety copy any model. You may with the happiest 
result, cultivate and improve your own manner, still let it be 
your own. 

Survey, my brother, the whole field of duty which opens 
before you. The public services of the sabbath, notwithstand-
ing their gveat importance, do not include all the duties of 
a Christian pastor. Your time and talents must be ft·eely 
devoted to the service of your people; and it will be your 
duty, as I think you will find it a privilege, to be intimately 
acquainted with them as private friends and in their own 
families. In this part of your labors let your practice be 
regulated by principle. Examine the relative claims of dif-
ferent opportunities for usefulness; and in making pastoral 
visits, be sure to satisfy your own co.nscience, and then you can 
bear with composure the complaints of others. 

The younger portion of your society will require no incon-
siderable share of your attention. With them you have the 
fairest prospect of usefulness. Go among them as a friend 
and a brother, and they will gather around you with confidence 
and love; and while you thus interest their affections, you 
may lead their thoughts to the great truths of religion, and 
thus awaken in them a serious regard for their own spiritual 
improvement. The obligations resting on you as a minister 
of Christ, are not confined to the people of your immediate 
charge. You are a member of a great community; and the 
general interests truth and godliness have a claim on your 
regard, and their advancement will demand your cooperation. 

Towards Christians, differing from yourself in opinion, ever 
cherish a spirit of forbearance and love, and manifest the peace-
ful temper of the Gospel. Never doubt the purity of his 
motives, whose life is upright, because his creed differs from 
your own. In this town there are societies of Christians who 
may perhaps regard your opinions as unfriendly to the inter-
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ests of religion. Let your intercourse with them, and their 
ministers, be marked with candor and forbearance. My 
brother, we are confident that you will never descend to the 
mean and wicked practice of entering another man's fold with 
no higher motive than that of scattering his flock. Never 
undertake to whisper, when with the members of another 
communion, suspicions concerning the characters, or religious 
experience, of their r_espective pastors. By such management 
you might possibly withdraw here and there an individual of 
credulous mind from his former religious connexions; but you 
could never, knowing that God was your witness, review such 

, a course, but with feelings of the deepest self-abasement. 
I have thus endeavored to present for your consideration a 

brief outline of your more important duties. May you be 
faithful and successful in their performance ; and, when our 
final judge shall call you to give an account of your steward-
ship, may you inherit the rewards reserved for those servants 
who have turned many unto righteousness. 



RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP. 

BY REV. RUFUS P. STEBBINS. 

MY BROTHER, 

You have been so long engaged in the work of the ministry., 
-and have had so much experience as a Pastor, that you are 
deeply impressed with the obligations which rest upon you 
in the new relations which you sustain to this people. And 
the Charge which has now been given you by an elder brother 
cannot but have deepened still more this impression. You 
feel the responsibility that rests upon you. - You are ready 
to ask, who is sufficient for these things? How natural, then, 
that you should feel the need of sympathy and fellowship; 
that you should desire a word of encouragement, of welcome, 
of hope. It is fitting, then, that under this pressure of respon-
sibility you should be reminded of the promises to the faithful ; 
that you should have a word of sympathy from your brethren; 
that you should hear the shouts of other reapers in this field 
of the world ; that you should receive some token of their 
fellowship . 

. I have been requested, my brother, by this Council, to ex-
press to you this sympathy; to give to you the sign of this 
fellowship; to welcome you among us as a fellow servant of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Receive, then, this Right Hand as 
a token of our deep, sympathy; as a symbol of our 
.cordial and constant Fellowship; as a manifestation of our 
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JOY m meeting you upon this occasion, of our happiness in 
ihe prospect of future intercourse w..ith you in the Christian 
ministry. 

I give you this Right Hand, my brother, as a testimonial 
of our interest in your welfare, a.s a pledge of our readiness 

aid you with our counsels and our prayers. You will not 
consider it as an unmeaning symbol. It but faintly, it is true, 
shadows forth the joy, which we feel, that you are to break 
the bread of life to this people, and to go in and out before 
them as their teacher, guide, and friend. Welcome then, my 
Brother, to this field -of usefulness,- of labor. You will find 
here hearts that beat in unison with your own ; you will find 
hands beside those of your ministerial brethren, to aid you 
.in staying up the Ark of the Lord. ' You are connected with 
a people whose joy and pride it is to sustain, honorably and 
.constantly) religious institutions. The fickleness which has 
marked too many other societies has not been permitted to 
disturb their constancy. They do not feel that they have 
grown wiser than Christianity, or that the heavenly influences 
-of the teachings of Jesus are all exhausted. Tbey have shown 
for almost half a century, under the long and faithful ministration 
of your venerable predecessor, that they understand that they 
have something to do, as well as their pastor; that if he is to speak 
the truth in love, and declare the whole counsel of God, they are 
to listen as those who must give an account,- with forbearance, 
and charity. They understand that you cannot live by bread 
alone. Though bountiful to a proverb, you will also find 
them grateful and kind ; and a word of kindness in an hour 
of trial, a voice of sympathy in a day of depression, how good, 
my Brother, how good it is! And unless I mistake, they 
understand that the highest token of the estimation in which 
they hold your services is not so much speaking well of your 
performances, as embracing that religion which you preach, 
and exhibiting its holiness and beauty in their lives. 
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We welcome you, then, to this ancient and numerous so-
ciety, feeling that you will find here a wide sphere of duty, 
a just appreciation and improvement of your labors. We wel-
come you to the opportunities you will enjoy of bringing 
comfort to the sorrowful, consolation to the bereaved, strength 
to the feeble, guidance to the inquiring. We welcome you 
to the holy duty of strengthening the faith of the wavering, 
confirming the hope of the despairing, quickening the purposes 
of the doubting. We welcome you to the holy pleasure of 
pointing the penitent to the cross, the faithful to the crown. 
We welcorpe you to the lovely office of administering consolation 
to the broken-hearted, of cheering the strong in their labors; 
-the dying, in their pains. We welcome you, also, to the 
joy and liigh hope of that hour, when you pronounce a blessing 
upon the newly joined hands and newly pledged hearts of 
this people. Above all, we welcome you to the devout 
gratitude whieh will inspire your heart, when you see souls 
born into the kingdom of virtue, when the old ·and the young 
offer themselves as the followers of the Master at this altar. 
We do not suppose that you will meet with no trials, . suffer 
no disappointments; but we do suppose that every trial will 
bring triumph, every disappointment delight. In behalf of this 
Council, then, and my ministering brethren here present, I wel-
come you to the joys, the rewards,- the cross, the crown, of. 
a Christian minister. 

I have spoken thus far for my brethren; indulge me in one or 
two remarks for myself.- My Brother and our paths 
have for many years been near together. We have studied 
the language of Moses and read the divine poetry of Isaiah 
s-ide by side. We have mused over the glowing lines of the 
royal singer of Israel, and the words of him who spake as 
never man spake, in company. We studied together, -let 
us labor together. With trembling we left the shades of study 
for the labors of the pulpit and parish. Often. did. we express 



the desire that our lots might be cast together.- They are. 
Receive once more this Right Hand, often given in fi·iendship, 
as a token of my personal pleasure in welcoming you to this 
place and these duties, on this occasion. It win be numbered 
among the happiest days of my life. Here, my Brother, you 
can pursue those studies for which you have a taste, and you 
will find those who will sympathize with you in them. You 
can bring the of them here, as an offering, and there will 
be worshippers who will know that the" oil" has been" beaten." 
In study and in teaching, in trial and joy, in doubt and hope, 
you will find ·many here wha will be faithful, constant, true. 
You have a delightful society,- may. your labors be pleas-
ant. You are surrounded with friends,- may you find them 
always helping you. Long, long may you labor here. Here 
often may you see the rich fruits of your la.bors. Here, by 
this altar, may you welcome many souls to the church; by 
the altar above may you meet them, the seals of your 
ministry, the crown of your rejoicing. 

But I must close these congratulatory remarks. My 
heart was full and I could not stay their utterance. My 
Brother, be faithful u9to death, and you will receive a crown 
of Life. 



ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE. 

BY REV. CHANDLER ROBBINS. 

THE service that devolves upon me on this occasion, 
My Christian Friends, Members of this Church and Society, 
is rendered peculiarly gratifying, no less by a recurrence to the 
recent history of this Parish, than by a survey of those happy 
prospects, which fill your hearts with joy and our mouths with 
congratulation. I should be doing injustice to the demands of . 
truth, and to the general appreciation of your character as a 

flock, did I not introduce the counsels and sugges-
tions, which you have invited these assembled Churches-to offer 
you, and which they have authorized me to deliver, with the 
language of commendation. That, amidst the dissensions and 
divisions, which for the last twenty years have disturbed and 
dismembered so many of the· New England parishes, you have 
held yourselves peaceably and firmly together; that, even to 
the latest hour of his services amongst you, you have respect-
fully attended upon the ministrations and kindly cherished the 
happiness of one, who, at his decease, was amongst the oldest 
incumbents of the clerical office in Massachusetts ; that, with 
no one to serve as a common centre of union, you have, since 
the death of your late venerable Pastor, been cemented to-
gether by your personal regard for the interests of religion and 
your attachment to the Church of your Fathers ; and that, after 
delaying no longer than respect for the dead demanded, you 
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have with singular promptness and unanimity invited a fit and 
experienced minister to your altar and your hearts ; -these 
things, my friends, are not to be overlooked by us in this day ·of 
regrets to the friends of the faith and order of the Gospel ; nor 
to be mentioned without decent eulogy. 

But if these considerations lead us to speak of the past with 
more than ordinary approval ; they at the same time constrain 
us to indulge respecting the future unwonted expectation. If 
they evince your knowledge and appreciation of the duties of 
a Christian people, they furnish stronger reasons for us to look 
to you, that you prove yourselves in all respects considerate, 
faithful, and exemplary in that new connexion, which we have 
consecrated to day. While, then, you are looking to our Brother, 
whom we have solemnly inducted into his holy office amongst 
you and over you in the Lord, that he will exert all his powers 
to prove himself a devoted and successful minister of the 
New Testament; and whilst you have heard him earnestly 
charged, that he be instant in season, out of season, in his ser-
vice to your souls ; -we now turn to you, in the presence and 
in the name of the Great Head of the Church, to remind you 
of your own responsibilities, and respectfully to admonish you 
concerning you own obligations. 

We feel that the character of this new connexion, the i'i1ture 
prosperity of tbis ancient Church, and the glory of the Re-
deemer's kingdom in this town and vicinity, depend as much 
upon yourselves as upon your minister. At least, that he can 
accomplish comparatively nothing, without your cooperation, 
devotedness, and love. He may preach.:;with the fervor and 
closeness of Paul ; he may sow the celestial seed with the 
abounding patience of the Sower, who came forth from heaven; 
-but, if your ears be dull of hearing, or the soil of your 
hearts light, stony, or fruitful of thoms, he may wear himself 
out in vain efforts for your improvement, and reap no other 
harvest the consciousness of having done his duty. 

./ 
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It will not be enough, if you liberally provide for his per-
sonal comfort and support. It will not be enough, if you wel-
come him to your firesides with a cordial hospitality, and treat 
and speak of him with demonstrations of friendship and re-
spect. It will not be enough, if you gratify and encourage 
him by regular and constant attendance upon his public minis-
trations - though these things are by no means an unessential 
part of the duties which you owe to your pastor, and to your 
faith. There are still weightier obligations than these, which 
you must conscientiously discharge, in order that he may re-
joice and prosper in his office, and the light of God's counte-
nance shine upon this Christian flock. You must stir up the 
gift of God, that is within yourselves. You must fertilize 
your hearts by prayer, and charity, and the exercise of god-
liness. You must seek for yourselves, first of all, the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness. You must open your souls to 
the sacred influences of the spirit of holiness and truth and 
peace. You must place your shoulders to the ark of the cove-
nant. You must devoutly bend before the altar of worship. 
You must freely come to the table of the Lord, and eagerly 
reach forth your hands to the cup of blessings. You must 
unite with him, and with each other, in prayer for himself, and 
for the church, and for the world. These things, especially, 
ought you to do, my friends, and not to leave the others un-
done. And in proportion as you do them, you will be built 
up in the Lord and prosper- you will increase with the in-
crease of God ; and this Church shall be founded upon that 
Rock, against which the gates of Hell shall not prevail. 

But, that I may more fully meet the circumstances of this 
occasion, and discharge my own sense of what is most impor-
tant to be kept in by you, in order to the happi-
ness of your intercourse with your new pastor, I must ask you 
.to bear with me whilst I give utterance to those suggestions · 
which assume peculiar prominence in my regard. 
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If I may give credit to the uniform testimony of all who 
have had cognizance of the ministry of him, whose ven-
erable image rises up before my mind to day, distinctly and 
true to the life, as when I saw him a few years ago, 
standing at my right hand in prayer in this sacred desk-
or if we may believe the still surer evidence, that was 
lately on every side afforded me, as I entered the homes 
which he has so often cheered and blessed by his benig-
nant smile and his affectionate speech -I must conclude 
that your lamented minister was preeminently devoted and 
skilful in the pastoral duties of his office. He had known 
your families intimately and long. He had taken careful note 
of most of you, fi·om your cradles. He had been familiar with 
your characters and your manner of life, from your youth up. 
He had consecrated the union of your fathers and your moth-
ers, and sprinkled the water of baptism upon your own inno-
cent brows. He had been conversant with those privacies of 
your domestic life, with which the stranger has never inter-
meddled. He had been consulted in those secret trials, which 
your hearts have poured out to none other but to God. He 
had become thoroughly acquainted with your wants, your vir-
tues, and your faults. On these accounts, I am sure you must 
most deeeply feel his loss. And on these accounts, be assured, 
you will yet feel it deeply and long. It is impossible that his 
successor can make it good to you at once. It is impossible 
that he can enter at once into your feelings and your confidence. 
He must go in and out amongst you for these many years, be-
fore your hearts will of themselves open their doors at his com-
ing, and his own affectionate hand apply the true key to the 
inmost chambers of your souls. Be not therefore, I pray you, 
impatient with him, whilst he shall be gradually studying your 
characters, and slowly winning his way to your confidence and 
love. Remember that time is requisite to an intimacy so 
delicate and close as that which always ought to subsist be-
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tween a faithful pastor and every individual of his Hock. Con-
sider that many seasons of converse, and many vicissitudes of 
life, must always intervene, between the awkwardness and un-
certainty of a first introduction, and the sweet and profitable 
security of a tried and thorough acquaintance. And remem-
ber, especially, that the advances to such a desirable condition, 
must be mutual in order to be successful and sure; that giv-
ing, as well as receiving, is the condition of confidence and 
love. 

You may take it for granted, that there is nothing which 
your minister so earnestly desires as to find the way to your ' 
hearts. You may depend upon the fact of his yearning to 
become your bosom friend. You may be assured, that when 
you hear his knock at your doors, it is a signal, that he wishes 
to enter the sanctuary of your souls. You may rely, without 
the possibility · of error upon the conviction, that, when he 
takes his seat at your firesides, it is as a messenger from God, 
longing to talk with you upon heavenly themes, and burning to 
convey to you messages of peace and love. And you may 
know, as surely as if it were inscribed by the finger of God 
upon his forehead, that you cannot render to him a more pre-
cious offering of your kindness and love, than to unbosom to 
him those deep experiences of your souls, which convey to him 
tokens of your spiritual estate, and are connected with the 
eternal world. Compel him not, then, to pine and mourn in 
secret through a long winter of your coldness and reserve, but 
let his first walks amongst you be everywhere gladdened with 
a propitious spring-time of confidence and interest, that your 
hearts may ere long glow together in a warm summer of per-
fect love. · 

One other suggestion, my fi·iends, forces itself to my lips, 
as I regard the peculiar crisis at which your pastor enters 
upon his office. 

5 
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This is the day of innovations and novelties in religion. 
Topics are forced upon the ministry, which have not heretofore 
assumed the prominence which they now possess. Many, im-
portant, and still uncertain changes are in progress in theolog-
ical science, in society, and in the church. Great moral ques-
tions are coming up for discussion, under circumstances of un-
precedented excitement and interest. Dr. Thayer, as I have 
been often assured, was gifted with a singular prudence, and 
of a firmness mingled with a suavity, such as is possessed by 
few. He lived to carry out, consistently and successfully, the 
wise system of preaching which he began, when a far different 
order of things influenced the ministerial practice. From the 
day when it devolved to his occupancy, this pulpit has been 
sacredly dedicated to those themes, which are without contro-
versy the prominent themes of the Gospel. From the hour 
when this edifice first echoed to his sonorous voice, its walls 
have returned no tones but those of peace. 

To the principle which guided his conduct in this regard, I 
know not whether any of his hearers have objected. The 
great majority, I am sure, have cordially consented to its pro-
priety and soundness. He has gone to his account. He 
knows; perhaps, ere this, the judgment of Truth upon his 
preaching. 

What course, my Brother may adopt, by what principles 
he may be guided in selecting his topics for public discourse, 
we cannot presume to know. But we must all believe that 
he will regulate himself in this, as in every other function of 
his office, by a strict and solemn reference to the reckoning 
of the Great Day. With this assurance, my friends, let me 
beseech you .to be at present content. Grounded in this con-
viction, leave to him that sense of unrestraint, which will give the 
freest action to his mind, and the most generous and noble play 
to the spontaneous emotions of his heart. Let no one venture 
to control him in regard to the subjects which shall engage 
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his attention and be commended to the parish from this desk. 
Let ·no one expect, that the same exciting theme which is at 
any time uppermost in his own mind, or in the minds of any 
little circle of the parishioners, will, or ought to, arouse an 
equal interest in him. Let him never feel, that his own people 
will not kindly and patiently hear whatever he is strongly 
prompted to say. Let him never have reason to fear, that, 
if he opposes the opinions of any of his hearers, he will forfeit 
also their affections- if he shakes their prejudices, he will 
unrivet their attachment- if he chances for once to select 
an unpopular subject of discourse, his whole life's acceptable 
sermons will be thrust out of .remembrance. If, on one Sab-
bath, he should make you uneasy, put by your passion at least 
till another has passed: for, if a week's consideration do not 
quite dissipate your wrath, God may very likely give him 
grace to please as well as profit you on the next. And 
remember also, that the Sermon is not the only service of 
the Lord's house; nor the only expression of your minister's 
mind and heart. The prayers also, you ought to consider, 
and weigh, and feel; and always, I doubt not, the candid 
listener may find sentiments enough in them to sympathize 
with and approve, to compensate for the dull or the offensive 
paragraph that pains or wearies him in the discourse. Listen 
always to what he has to say, for his own sake, for the" truth's 
sake, for friendship's sake, and for the sake of your own 
self-discipline. Be swift to hear, slow to judge. 1\tlake all 
the allowance that in a change of situations you would ask and 
expect for yourse] ves. Let charity be ever the interpreter 
of his words ; let time be the judge of his opinions ; and the 
fruits of his continued preaching the test of its virtue and 
truth. 

And now, my friends, we leave our Brother to your care; 
we entrust him to your love ; we commend him to your pray-
ers. He is wedded to you in a most solemn connexion. The 
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divine voice, speaking through your hearts and answering 
in his, has called him to you and you to him. You have 
voluntarily plighted your mutual vows; and they are registered 
in heaven. Christ himself is concerned in the affiance. You · 
have joined your hands in his name; and he has sealed them 
together. Thus may they long remain; moved as by one 
mind; warmed as from one heart; working as by one spirit, 
for the glorious kingdom of God and of his Son. 

B_ut indulge me, my friends, yet further, in the utterance 
of a single emotion of a personal reference, which naturally 
rises to my lips and lingers for expression, whilst I bear my 
part in these interesting solemnities. These fields, yon church-
yard, this edifice then just completed, and the image that 
has long been identified with the name of religion amongst 
you, are enshrined together in my heart amongst the happy 
and hallowed memories of my early days. Amidst these 
scenes, and in the company of some who are now amongst 
the pillars of this church, it was my lot in boyhood to study 
and to play; and I also have received in this temple, I know 
not what impressions of wisdom and virtue. It is, therefore, 
with even a feeling of individual interest, you will believe, 
that I hope and pray for your future well-being. 

Here, in this beautiful vale, where Christian Peace has 
hitherto found a safe retreat, may the discordant sound of 
sectarian warfare never . be heard. Over the graves of your 
venerable pastors, who lie down amidst the great congregation 
of your fathers- as if they would gather their flock about them 
even in the field of death- may the air never be ruffi.ed by 
the din of strife amongst their children. May these noble 
hills, that compass you round about, forever surround an har-
monious, devout, and happy .community of the friends of God. 
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I. 
VOLUNTARY. 

II. 
INTRODUCTORY PRAYER, 

BY REV • .JOSEPH ALLEN. 

III. 
READING OF THE SCRIPTURES, 

BY REV. MR. HALE • 

IV. 
HYMN. 

0 God, whose presence glows in all 
Within, around us, and above ! 
Thy word we bless, thy name we call, 
Whose word is Truth, whose name is Love. 

2 That truth be with the heart believed 
Of all who seek this sacred place; 
With power proclaimed, in peace received-
Our spirits' light, thy Spirit's grace. 

3 That love its holy influence pour, 
To keep us meek, and make us free, 

v. 

And throw its binding blessiug more 
Round each with all, and all with thee. 

4 Direct and guard the youthful strength 
Devoted to thy Son this day ; 
And give thy word full course at length 
O'er man's defects and time's decay. 

5 Send down its angel to our side-
Send in its calm upon the breast ; 
For we would know no other guide, 
And we can need no other rest. 

SERl\!ION, 
( 

BY REV. C. A. BARTOL, OF BOSTON. 

VI. 
HYMN. 

1 0 Lord of life and truth and grace, 
Ere nature was begun, 

Make welcome to our erring race 
Thy Spirit and thy Son. 

2 We hail the Church, built high o'er all 
The heathens' rage and scoff, 

Thy Providence its fenced wall, 
" The Lamb the light thereof." 

3 Thy Christ hath reached his heavenly seat 
Through sorrows and through scars , 

The golden lamps are at his feet, 
And in his hand the stars. 

4. 0 may he walk among us here, 
With his rebuke and love,-

A brightness o'er this lower sphere, 
A ray from worlds above. 

5 Teach then thy youthful servant, Lord, 
The mysteries he reveals, 

That reverence may receive the word, 
And loose the seals. 



VII. 

PRAYER o:F ORDINATION, 
BY REV. DR. NICHOLS,.OF PORTLAND, lliE. 

VIII. 

RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP, 
DY REV. lliR. THAYER, OF llEVERLY. 

lX. 

CHARGE, 
HY REV. ALONZO HILL. 

The patriarch's dove, on weary wing, 
Oue leaf of olive found, 

Within the narrow aik to bring, 
When all the world was drowned. 

2 The dove of God, in happier hour, 
O'er Jordan's sweeter wave, 

In symbol showed the spirit's power, 
That all the earth would save. 

X. 

HYMN. 

XI. 

3 0 Lord ! to this our sacred rite 
Such gracious tokens grant, 

As make thy temples, where they light, 
Thine arks of covenant. 

4 And still on life's baptising tide, 
01 sorrow's bitter sea, 

Descending peace be multiplied, 
And hallow hearts to Thee ! 

CONCLUDING PRAYER, 
BY REV. lllR. LINCOLN. 

XII. 

ANTHEM. 
0 be joyful in the Lord, all ye lauds, 
Serve the Lord with gladness, come before his presence with a song; 
Be sure that the Lord, he is God, It is he that hath made us, and not we oursch c&; 

. We are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
0 go your way into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise; 
Be thankful unto him, and speak good of his name. 
For the Lord is gracious, his mercy is everlasting: 
And his truth endureth from generation to generation. 
Glory be to God who ruleth, high in the heavens, we will praise him till time shall he no more, 

Amen. 

XIII. 
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in the delivery. 



SERJYION. 

"I AM THE! WAY."-John xiv. 6. 

JEsus, about to go away from his disciples, tells them the way 
he was going they aheady knew. Thomas replies, U)e laww not 
whither thou goest, and hmo can we know the Jesus rejoins, 
I am the way,-the true and living way to the Father. Whatever 
particular purpose of consolation or instruction was in his mind at 
the beginning of the conversation, his thought swells into its 
wonted generality and grandeur as he goes on. He uses other 
strong figures of the same purport. I am the dam·. I am the light 
if the world. And the whole strain of the New Testament, literal 
and metaphorical, goes to this one point, that Christ is the way 
of human salvation. 

This doctrine implies a preliminary consideration of the need 
men have of light and guidance. They are wanderers who have 
lost their way. They are as those that sit and wait in darkness 
for the sun to rise upon them. They are as an untended, scattered 
flock, seeking entrance into the fold. Christ is the path, the light, 
the door,-in one word, the way. 

We may hold various theories of man's lost and benighted 
condition. We may say he is constitutionally depraved as the 
heir of Adam's sin; we may say he sins fieely on his own 
account without any such fatal hereditary bias; or we may say 
that his enors and transgressions are but the marks of his imper-
fect and undeveloped state, like that of the nebula of the firma-
ment, whose dim and misty form will be rounded at length into a 
shining world; and we may ask if it shall not take as long to 
make and perfect a man, an immortal soul, as a planet, a mass of 
glittering dust. But whatever our theory may be, we can hardly 
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differ as to the fact, that man is an erring, sinful being; in 
ness, and too often loving the darkness he is in, and needing light 
and guidance. Or if any one will assume the natm·al perfection 
and sufrlcicnt seH:illumination of the soul, there will be to him no 
question between one way or another, for no way at all is needed. 

Christ is the way,-thc direct individual path of salvation. He 
that climlJeth up some other way is a thief and a robber. There 
is no way that can be a substitute for him. And here is the great 
danger, which he himself foresaw, of making something else the 
substitute for him. 

Many are in danger, at the present time, of substituting the 
Church for Christ,-the body for the head. And surely there can 
-be no life, or light, or salvation in this. Christ's Church is 
the union of his disciples in him, by faith, and love, and 
ence·. Considered in this spiritual idea, as constituted by these 
inward bonds, it could not be so perverted or misplaced. But it is 
when unduly exaggerated in its external character, and so hut 
partially manifesting its own idea, overlaying and alloying it with 
baser elements, that it suffers so fundamental an abuse. And 
that theory of the Church, which makes its essence to consist in 
outward forms and rites, particularly exposes it to this loss of its 
own purity, and sacrilegious assumption of the Master's office. 
The Church is substituted for Christ, whenever its organization 
and ordinances are brought into nearer view than his mind and 
life, and made prominent, to obseure his moral glory, to eclipse 
the sun of righteousness. It is substituted for Christ when it 
assumes by its special observances to be the u:ay of salvation. It 
is at best and in the exercise of its loftiest influence, only a way 
to the way,-a foot-path into the clear and open road to God and 
heaven,-and it abjures its own office in grasping at a higher. 
All we ask of it is, to point to Christ. Even the forms or institu-
tions with which he himself clothed his Church, are guarded 
.against degenerating into superstition, only when held in 
plicity and immediate connexion with himsel£ All beyond is 
enor and injtuious substitution for him. 

The doctrine of the Chtuch insisted on at the present clay, ·with 
some new indications of success, penetrating into the Protestant 
communion, and well adapted to the weakness of human nature, 
is a gross departure from the truth of the Gospel. It makes the 



formal and sensiule in religion to be the essential. It affirms u 
particular mode of priestly ordination and succession, and a spe-
cial understanding and administration of the sacraments, as vital 
and indispensal>]e to regenerate and sanctify the soul. It recog-
nizes no salvation in any other \vay. A greater violation of 
Christianity it is hard to conceive. 

If there be any thing characteri..;tic of the religion of the Gos-
pel, it is its spirituality; its spare and frugal appeal to tlte senses, 
the richness and fulness of its address to the soul; the greater 
account it makes of the internal and invisible in religion, than of 
the outward and formal. The Church, according to this tlteory, 
mag11ifies the visib]e and disparages the unseen. It lu.ts its ap-
propriate symbol, not in those finer forms of life, where the vital 
forces are hid in the centre of a noble organization, but in those 
inferior creatlues, whose nervous and vital system is upon the 
outside and chiefly connected ·with the skin. 

Christ is no external Saviour, by mechanical conditions, and a 
l::trge apparatus of means, but himself the means, and as the 
gTcat Apostle declares, he is a qu/ickcning spirit. The formal 
Church, I know, pretends to a loftier presentation even of Christ's 
influence than that of those ·whom it calls the dissenters, inasmuch 
as it teaches that his disciples rece.i.ve him, even his living body, 
in the consecrated bread of the Supper. But what we want to 
receive is not the body of our Lord, but his spirit. Were the 
transubstantiation real, it would be a very little thing, compared 
with the spiritual transformation of mind and heart into the Sa-
viom·'s image. For, as the Apostle Paul says, we do not lmow 
even Christ himself after the flesh. But we would have him 
formed within us the hope of glory. ·we would obtain our nour-
ishment, not from his literal body, but from his living virtue, his 
divine temper, his holy love to God and man. As he himself said, 
after speaking of the eating of his flesh and drinking of his blood, 
la·s rwO?·ds are spi,rit and life. 

And so in regard to the introductory rite of Baptism. It is a 
sacred symbol of Christian purity, of filial adoption and divine 
training, to be gladly used for ourselves and our children. But to 
see in it a literally regenerating power distinct fi·om a sincere real-
izing of its import, is to substitute it as the way of salvation for 
Christ. 
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Had the ordinance itself this positive and independent efficacy, 
the chief Apostle ·would not have solemnly thanked God that he 
had baptized so fm,r, merely for fear of misapprehension of his 

·act. Received as signifying all that is holy in God's law, binding 
in parental duty, and needflll in religions nmture, it is indeed 
precious. For thus it is but a step to Christ the living way. 

In the natural religions which have arisen in the world, and in 
the early dispensation through Moses, suited to the spiritual child-
hood of the niCe, the element of form has predominated, the priest 
regarded as exercising prerogatives and functions mysteriously 
distinguishing him from all other men. · But Christianity pre-
sumes that the human mind has at last come of age. Christianity 
presumes that it is at length capable of something better; recept-
ive of an influence more akin to its own spiritual and aspiring 
nattue. 'l'he gTeat High Priest of our profession, the Son of God, 
identified himself with man, and would have his ministers and 
disciples identify themselves vvith marJtind. The genius of his 
religion is to recognize the equality of men before God, their com-
mon privilege of fi·eedom, gTowth, and pursuit of immortal happi-
ness. And nothing can stir the best principles, excite the loftiest 
effmts, and turn the inborn dignity of the soul into an inbred 
worth, like this recognition of its capacity, by God's grace, to 
subdue evil inclinations into virtue, and turn temptation to victory. 
Christ is the way of salvation by this moral power with which he 
quickens and ennobles the human hea1t, kindles in it the sense of 
its native honor, and high duty, and heavenly destiny, and which 
a system of external means and appliances cannot exert. 

The saving and sufficient virtue ascribed to such a system, 
makes, not Jesus, but the Chtuch, the mediator between God and 
man; robs him of his peculiar office only to fail in discharging 
what it usurps. Let the Church take its true place, and no longer 
arrogate the Master's; by its superficial treatment, healing slightly 
the hurt of the daughter of my people, which only the great 
Physician can cure. It can bless the world only as it confines 
itself to the work of obeying its Head, and of manifesting and 
transmitting the tn1e knowledge of Christ himself, without adding 
to, or taking from, his own word and life. Its business is simply 
that of a servant making way for the Master: and introducing us 
directly to him. So far as by the law of spiritual life, his own 
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immortal excellence has been conveyed to us through it, we will 
be grateful, whether the incumbent of a bishropic, or the lowliest 
kneeler on the cathedral's ·marble floor, have been a link in the 
chain. But behold the Saviour himself with his disciples to the 
end of the world. Lo,-the fountain, whose unbroken stream has 
flowed for ages and watered the breadth of the earth along suc-
cessive generations, gushing fresh and pure as ever at the very 
door of our heart! Lo,-the divine portrait, of which the myriad 
copies have been printed on human souls, standing in all its original 
distinctness, unblurred in a single feature, unfading in the least 
hue of loveliness and beauty, for every eye to gaze at on the page 
of the Gospel. The portrait is alive! It is Jesus himself. He 
speaks in every recorded word, he moves in every narrated incident. 
He is the way still to the erring children of men. "Follow me," 
arc the wonls that fall on our ears as truly as on those of the pub-
lican and fisherman of J uclea and Galilee. Let not the Church 
presume to substitute herself, but only set forth Him us the true 
and living way. She can only be impotent for his mighty work. 
She may rear her temple with its surmounting cross, she may main-
tain the decent and impressive order of her service, and employ 
every expedient instrument in her legitimate work. But in all, let 
her aim be to hold up the spiritual image and figure of her Lord, 
precisely as does the lone missionary who gathers his audience in 
some n1de barn, or upon some rough hill-side, making the spot as 
consecrate to Heaven as though it were the wnlls and arches of 
St. Peter's that rang with the preached word, and ccltoecl back the 
heaven-seeking enthnsiasm of praise. And that body of Chris-
tians, small or great, best deserves to ue called Christ's Church, 
which preaches him with the most vivid and regenerating power 
among men, be its ecclesiastical form and discipline they 
may, through the whole wide range,-from the pomp of Rome to 
the Quaker's meagre ritual. He· that best shows to sinners Christ 
as the way to God, is at the head of the Christian hierarchy, stands 
nearest to Christ in the Apostolic descent, holds the keys which he 
gave, is the rock on which he builds, and opens the gates of 
heaven in his name. Be he Pope of the Catholic world, or "the 
voice of one crying in the wilderness," the common Lord, the 
quickening spiTit, so marks, and honors, and will own him at last. 

But there is another danger of substituting for Christ as the 



way of salvation, a theological creeJ. It certainly is a noble 
effort of the human mind to analyze and condense the whole truth 
and composition of the Gospel, into a few elementary principles. 

The diversity of faith, to which it leads in the Cliurch, arising 
from the sincere and earnest convictions of individual minds, is 
better than the unity of form based on smothered dissent or 
crushed :fi:eedom of thought. Nay, without this endeavor after 
definite views, a firm intellectual hold of Christianity, the religion 
would have been in its grave ages ago. No evil arises from this 
attempt to compress the religion into a single grasp of the mind, 
except when the conclusions arrived at are separated and clothed 
with a distinct authority fi:om the Scriptures, instead of being con-
tinually compared with, and corrected by them; that is, when a 
creed is substituted for Cluist as the way of salvation. Certainly 
he has given no encomagement or facility to this. It is in fact a 
very difficult tlring to reduce his teachings into less compass than 
they occupy. T!w?·e is no waste in them. None of them are of 
that minor and subordinate character, which can be without loss 
left out; but all touch on grand principles of truth and duty, like 
those great circles that go round the globe. At the same time 
they are so intermixed with the details of actual life and the 
familiarity of private conversation, as to give us precise moral 
directions, and throw a piercing beam of light over each path of 
human doubt and difficulty. A creed, setting forth such teach-
ings, should be held but as a temporary statement, open to con-
tinual amendment, like a table of calculations to be corrected by 
material or astronomical facts. It should never be substitute.J. for 
Christ himself, never made the ground of communion instead of 
his mind, never imposed as containing the only terms of ecclesias-
tical intercourse, or joint Christian action, upon any who receive 
those best of all terms, his own words and works. Indeed the 
gTeat and pressing need now of believers of every name, is of a 
closer resort to Christ as he actually stands, not only in the majesty 
of Iris truth, but in the still holier dignity of his life, on the broad 
platform of the evangelic record. If they would come nearer to 
each other, let them all come to Him. The Christ of history, and 
the Christ of the conscious heart, not diverse, but the same. He, 
in his own character, is the harmony of the Gospels, with all-
uniting brightness, throwing their so much magnified discrepan-



c.ies into insignificance and shade; and he alone can reconcile the 
varying beliefs of his followers, and be the harmony of his disci-
ples' hearts. 

If the intellect cannot be satisfied without some complete specu-
lative notion of Christianity, let the idea be held, not insulated, 
but ever in the light of the simple verity as it stands in that frame 
of events constructed by the hand of God ; just as we 'hold our 
idea of nature, Lefore the actual manifestation and movement of 
the world. 

The geologist has his theory of the creation ; but, in the light 
of true science, he will never substitute his theory for the fact, but 
expose it to continual correction and enlargement from the fact. 
And, if he would truly understand nature, he will, beyond and 
above his theory, open his soul to her direct influence in the broad 
impressions she makes of the Divine power, wisdom and good-
ness. Else he exchanges the beauty, order and splendor of the 
univer8e for a figment of his own brain. He narrows to an 
abstract theoretical point the vision which should range sublimely 
over the sum of things, and catch the living pictures of nattue's 
operations as they rise. He dwells on the agency of fire or water 
as accounting for the existence and condition of things, till he 
overlooks the agency of God, and screens his soul from the crea-
tive glory, that stirs and shines on every side, with the blinder of 
his own speculation. He theorizes about the world and contends 
with a differing theorist, till they both depart £:om Nature, as from 
each other, and the scene, the marvellous, glorious scene, at which 
they might admire, and melt, and worship together, lies between 
them like an unoccupied, disputed territory. 

And so Christ himself, the true and living way, containing all 
the treasures of wisdom, combining the Divine attributes in his 
words and works, standing before our spirits bright and glorious, 
like Nature before our eyes, is set aside by contentious debate 
upon the schemes of scholastic divinity, and the gymnastic exer-
cises of the farthest reach of theological discussion are put instead 
of Him, for the way of life. The larger part of his revelation lies 
between the disputants as an unoccupied, disputed territory. No 
bar is to be raised to thought, to the earnest action of the human 
mind on our religion. This amazing spectacle of the life of Jesus 
is a subject for intense meditation. But the meditation should Le 
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confined to the subject, ancl not wander away into every ql-iestion 
that may seem to grow out of it,-weaving a cmming clue of 
proof-texts into the labyrinth of doubt, entangling itself with 
extraneous difficulties that may be gTappled with as a muscular 
trial of the understanding, but are impertinent to be connected 
with the vital importance of the Gospel. Let us meditate on the 
actual substance of the Gospel in the life and character of Jesus, 
till he himself rise before us, in his own sinless and divine majesty, 
in the full proportions of his commanding soul, in the clear linea-
ments of his holy countenance, in the moral impressiveness of his 
heavenly doctrine; and from his divine form, the smoke and mist 
of this hot controversy and abstract questioning roll, like the 
of the mountain-top, away. The want of this simple and true 
respect to Jesus Christ is the great defect of the prevailing the-
ology. 

Christ is much referred to, and with the most exalting terms, in 
the language of creeds and confessions of faith. But the refer-
ence is made too much in the light of a technical and sectarian 
idea. What we want to quicken and renew our hearts is, not the 
image of him, which we have made and. set up on the platform 
of our denominational creed, but the 1iving reality, as it appears 
in the shape and motions of his own actual career. We want to 
remove alike the intervening traditions of time and the intrusive 
prejudices of OlU ovvn minds, ancl come into direct contact and 
communion with Him. We honor him, not so much by any high 
and worshipful phraseology, as by receiving him as he introduces 
himself to us,-no more, no less, no othe1·. It is the great wonder 
of OlU religion, that his likeness is preserved so without loss, that 
we can cherish him in a personal acquaintance and love as truly 
as did John and Mary. The language of sitting at his feet and 
learning of him, of being in his company and catching his spirit 
seems entirely appropriate still, though the gulf of eighteen huu-
clred years divide us fi·om his daily walk and conversation. vV e 
need no more, were it possible, we need less, than his earliest 
followers, to substitute a creed for Him. He himself, undying and 
immortal on earth as in heaven, is before us. He speaks and asks 
the ear of our direct attention. We hang upon the opening of his 
lips, our eye turns to his sitting or rising, our feet follow in his 
journey, our heart glows at his life-giving accents, our cheek 
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blanches, our bitter tears flow like Peter' .s at his mild but resist-
less reproof. And all our capacity of thought, of spiritual concep-
tion, and far-reaching anticipation, is exercised and expanded, 
while every good affection and resolution are aroused by his man-
ner and voice. Oh if the members of every section of his broken 
and subdivided Church could thus circle about Him, and sacrifice 
the idols of their fragmentary views to the immediate contempla-
tion of his spotless, f-ull-orbed majesty; if they vi-ould kindle their 
souls into a common flame at the light of His revealed and au-
thentic glory, how -vvould the reproach of their inveterate strife 
pass away; how, after the long ages of division, tlte march of their 
united and inseparaule ranks against the evil in the world would 
begin; how the freedom of the individual soul be reconciled with 
the unity of all believers, and the prayer Jesus offered before his 
death on the cross be indeed answered of God. 

But not only the Church and Theology are thus perverted in 
being substituted for Christ, but Philosophy also. True philosophy 
and religion have no difference with each other, but fast friendship 
alone. It is only philosophy corrupted and carried beyond its 
sphere to seize upon the province of faith, and monopolize the 
domain of the human soul; philosophy, coveting a false glory, and 
gaining an umeal aggrandizement, whose overweening claims 
must be reduced by the stricture of truth. 

This philosophy is somewhat rife at the present day. It either 
sets Christianity aside to take possession of the whole field of 
human knowledge, or includes it stripped of its peculiar titles to 
attention, and retaining only the kind of interest due to a multi-
tude of moral illustrations and historic facts. The advocates of 
this philosophy say; leave the whole space of observation and 
thought free and open. Let us have no prescription or authority 
as to any belief, but in the light of unaided reason, reach unbiased 
conclusions. And though the sun be risen to show the way 
through the dark and perplexing places of human inquiry, they 
still prefer to explore by the lamp of their own judgment wherever 
they go. They are jealous of any fixtures of revealeJ doctrine, 
any guides on the road of man's duty and destiny, and nothing 
will serve but they must survey and mark the whole route, through 
time into eternity, themselves. Alas, for the mazy and tangled 
confusion in which their own several chains of thought lie over 
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the broad field of human life. Complaints are made of the diver-
sities of faith, but even these are trifling compared with the diversi-
ties of philosophy, while faith has an agreement in grand priuci-
ples, which philosophy has not attained. So that some philoso-
phers of the profounder stamp have been led to throw themselves 
at last upon :faith of some sort, as furnishing the satisfaction which 
their lynx-eyed logic had sought in vain. It is said of the most 
distinguished of modern metaphysicians, that, finding himself una-
ble by means of argument alone to legitimate any determinations 
respecting God and man's relation to Him, he cast himself iu the 
final resort upon the authority of the conscience, as a sluer basis 
than any which his own intellectual labors could plant. And the 
deepest thinkers now, in their loyalty to Christ, cast themselves 
upon an authority, as solid as that of conscience, only filling up 
its defects and widening its foundations to · take in all which the 
anxiously searching mind of man might wish to support. It is 
indeed the blessing of Christianity to the world, that, in the infi-
nite space which the philosopher would keep open, it shows the 
hand of GoLl appearing to r::tise the pillars of an intellectual habi-
tation for the human soul. The soul, enterprising as it may be 
in its excursions, needs such shelter ; it would not be sailing for-
ever over the boundless sea of thought, but wants an anchor mid 
the commotions of that sea, and a harbor of trust and confidence 
from its perpetual heavings, and wearisome waste. Christianity 
will never be outgrown, for the gTeatest even more than the hum-
blest mind yearns for the seClue mooring and safe directions in its 
unknown voyage, which it affords. 

For a time, the forward intellect of the age seemed tending 
towards an exclusive philosophy, but only as for a moment. Its 
ablest and most brilliant productions are now as instinct with 
humble faith, as they are with lofty reasoning, and the writings 
which seemed for a while to rival those of contemporaneous Chris-
tian pens, are now left behind by the more various, composite excel-
lence of the essays of a generation of disciples of no one sectarian 
school, the manifestation of whose power seems as yet but rising 
to the ascendant, while the brightness of an unbelieving rational-
ism is already on the wane. And wane it must,-whether des-
tined to brighten or fade for a time, to run a longer and mightier 
career, or have its spirit laid, as it has so often been, by the potent 
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energy of the Gospel. Rise and run when and where it will, it 
must be to its defeat, for it rises against the demonstrations of 
God's truth, and runs upon the thick bosses of the Almighty's 
buckler. 

Here lies the fatal weakness of the philosophy, which is substi-
tuted for Christ; its violation of the very conditions of truth. The 
great principle of all true philosophy, whether of matter or mind, 
is, that it be based on, or governed in its conclusions by, the testi-
monies of fact. And such has been the character of all philoso-
phy that has borne fruit, contra-distinguishing the best modern 
systems from the groundless and hypothetical character of much 
in the ancient schools. But the philosophy that slights or would 
shoulder aside Chri::;tianity, is surely not of this solid and experi-
mental kind. It shuts its eyes to, or disparages the noblest pas-
sage of all history. It di::;credits or allows no just weight to the 
finest piece of evidence, in which the most remarkable signs of 
verity are all joined, and as it were, condensed. It suspects or 
contemns the most glorious facts that have ever transpired be-
neath the sun. It does not deserve the name of philosophy in 
this age of the world, for it violates the spirit of that whose name 
it bears, and, like the false herald of the era of chivalry, should 
have its forged insignia of office torn away. The Christian phil-
osopher may like to reason and speculate, as well as any other 
man; may have a mind as fertile as any in invention and con-
jecture, but he turns not his back on the marvellous displays of 
Divine power and love, to pursue any airy, aimless :flight. Pa-
tiently as any will he hunt out the hidden trail of analogies 
through all material and spil:itual things, but he will never substi-
tute it for Christ, the open way. He bows hjs head before the 
amazing demonstrations of God through his Son, while the philos-
opher, who assumes to take a higher position in the ranks of wis-
dom, passes by, as though nothing had taken place. 

The philosophy which excludes Christ, or only receives Him 
divested of his authority, mighty works, and moral perfection, may 
affirm itself to be religious, but it prefers what it calls Absolute 
religion, to any special and defined system, like Christianity; 
which is as though one should prefer, for a habitation, the earth, 
when it was " without form and void, and darkness covered the 
face of the deep," to the well-finished and perfected world. To 
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the human mind there is a vague, shifting, shapelcf:s c1uahty 
about this so styled Absolute relit;ion, which must render it of 
very little practical ''rorth to the majority of men, however a few 
may pretend to perform the feat of grasping its immense and misty 
proportions. But the philosophy substituted for Christ, changes 
with Protean fa,cility its own form. Sometimes it is a negative 
system, which could not stand at aU, but by bracing itself against 
the Christianity it assails ; ai1d SQ111etimes it is a positive spiritua1-
ism which, in its own conceit, oversees Christianity, borrows from 
it what it deems good, and applies to it among the other religions 
of the world, the eclecticism of some Christian believers in regard 
to the various sects. Sometimes it dwells among abstractions, 
and rears its fabric on the categories of the pure reason, and some-
times ranges with blithe sensations and a kindling eye, in a sort of 
nature-worship, through all the wonder and beauty of the actual 
world, prc:fening the mystic suggestions and pregnant silence of 
God's works, to the clear and eloquent distinctness of His word. 
I wish not to deny that there is a charm of appearance, a gener-
osity of spirit, a power of genius, and not seldom a brilliant gleam 
of truth about some of its manifestations. But, in any of its forms, 
to be substituted for Christ as the way of human salvation, it is a 
mistake and miserable failure. It cannot act with his redeeming 
power on the highest or the lowliest minds. It has never moved 
to any such undertakings or sacrifices as he has inspired in the 
soul. It has not been the parent, like him, of all good institu-
tions, and of every holy cause. It has not renewed the face of 
the earth as he has done, nor regenerated the individual heart, as 
he is forever doing. Weighed in the balances of any such com-
parison, it is found wanting. Eve11 true philosophy cannot do the 
-work of faith; and false philosophy, will do only more thoroughly, 
that of skepticism. 

To every believer in Christ, who receives him in the character 
in which he presents himself, as speaking in God's name, his 
teachings must be as segments from the sphere of Eternal truth, 
and therefore corresponding with all truth, however uiscovered or 
made known; while he, himself, is regarded as the Truth alive, 
.as a living and spiritual agency, to subdue the soul of man to 
_himself, and thus be the only perfect way of salvation. 

But why canvass long the claims of Philosophy to be a substi-
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tute for Christianity? What tangible and really settled principles 
of its owu, has the independent and self-sufficing philosophy to 
show, like the revelations in Cluist, of God's paternal character, 
of man's kindred relationship with his Maker, and destination to 
an immortal existence, of the conditions of forgiveness to the sin-
ner, hope to the despairing, comfort to the sonowing, and final 
justice to the wronged. 

InJefinite and unsatisfying indeed arc its best teachings when 
set over against the Divine oracles, while it is hard to tell whether 
the Pantheism or the Atheism, upon which some of its most dis-
tinguished votaries have finally determined, and £:om which even 
by the most masterly abilities for positive science some have not 
been saved, tend more to the conuption of human virtue. Phil-
osophy cannot be substituted for Christ as the way of salvation. 
Should it be so substituted extensively among men, it would not 
be long before, not orJy the powers of the world to come would be 
scorned as a superstitious delusion, but the landmarks of order and 
decency on earth removed, and the flood of sensuality and vice 
make new imoads over all the embankments of human happiness. 
In view of the possibility of such a result, we can welcome even 
that reaction from extreme speculation, by which some, wearied 
with losing all foothold and dangling in the air, have gone back to 
the broadest, if not the firmest, of all platforms of authority in the 
Romish church. 

But we are in danger of making one other substitution for 
Cluist,-that of Reform. It is one of the most honorable marks 
of the present age, that it is an age ofreform. Never before were 
all the evil customs, institutions, of society, called to so terrible an 
account. As it were, a travelling bar of judgment overtakes every 
injurious, oppressive class in the community, summoning it col-
lectively or individually, to the trial of whatever force of public 
opinion can be roused or social conscience concentrated for its con-
demnation and doom. The spil:it of change, like a universal spy, 
overlooks nothing that can be shovvn capable of improvement. 
Tllis reforming tendency is the £:nit of OlU religion, and, while 
connected with, nlused and nurtured by the Clu·.istianity that gave 
it birth, only a tendency to good. But not so, when separated 
from Christianity, and substituted for Cluist. Not so, when 
divorced from his Spirit, and allied with the unholy passions of the 
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world; taking anger, scorn, bitterness, malice, and all uncharita· 
bleness, for its companions. Not so, when the reformer -vvithdraws 
from, and mocks at the observance of Clu·istian institutions, and 
denounces the Church, and the Bible itself, as obstacles in his 
career. Not so, when a fanatic and m]screating energy on the one 
hand, joins with a hard insensibility on the other, to produce the 
monstrous phenomenon of an apparent division and unfriendly 
antagonism between the very sentiments of religion and philan-
tlu·opy; the stream cut off from its fountain, the child in unnatu-
ral war with its parent. The love of man can :fiow deep and pure 
from no other source, than the love of God ; and lasting and 
thorough beneficence have no other parentage than sincere and 
lofty devotion. In Christ, the religious and benevolent sentiments 
exist, each pmfect, and both inseparably united. In his charac-
ter, over:fiowing charity to man gushes out from the pure, solitary 
heights of communion with God. But how often the zealot of a 
good cause shows no such devout and humbly adoring soul! And 
this evil comes not, as sometimes appears to be thought, from the 
overgrowth of his philanthmpy, which has left no room for his 
religion. Religion and philanthropy cannot thus press upon or 
exclude each other. All real increase of either, is common to both. 
But it comes, when philanthropy, in its own nature, spiritual and 
unconfined, has been limited to some single point, or pledged itself 
to one exclusive course towards that point, and then debased its 
own quality with dislike and opposition to the best and holiest 
men, whose sense of right will not let them go along with it in 
the same way. It comes, when a special object, or a special 
measure, is held dearer than the whole scope and temper of the 
Gospel. It comes when the favorite reform has been substituted 
for Christ. But a short step after this conducts to the loss alike of 
brotherly kindness and filial devotion. Christ includes and fosters 
all true reforms. His Chtuch has room within its walls for the 
growth of all. But no one under him can be exclusive, as though 
it were the only worthy end of human exertion. No one has a 
right to overrun the whole garden of the Lord's husbandry. They 
should all be cultivated on Christian ground, with Christian hands, 
and then no sour or bitter fruit will grow upon their branches, but 
only that which is for the nourishment and healing of the world. 
And when any of them, without this Christian culture, is sown on 
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the wild soil of human nattue, though some of the seed of God's 
own word were stolen for the planting, the quality of the product 
will continually degenerate. The large and loving spirit of the 
Gospel is the only antidote to that narrowness, dogmatism, and 
gall, which are apt to be engendered in the hot and single pursuit 
uf any outward object, however great and noble. Only that re-
plenishing of the inward fiuits of pure affection, which comes 
best fi:om the mind of Christ, and that rein upon the passions, 
which his hand most effectually imposes, can save the devotee of 
the highest enterprise from hatred against his opponents, and, in 
the excitement of his ardor, restrain every intemperate movement, 
and prevent the boiling up of any drop of acid fi·om the bottom of 
his heart. 

The philanthropist, with his particular outward aim, most of all 
men, needs to bathe in the broad element of Christian love and 
piety, which girdles in its embrace every comer and continent of 
the world, so that he may pursue his special end with a sweet, 
sympathetic good-nature, which no contagion of ill-will against 
even an adversary, can disturb or disease. Oh, we want no fewer 
refonners,-God forbid,-but more generous, catholic, Christian 
reformers, who shall speak against all the evil in the world, the 
unanswerable words of truth ::md goodness. In short,-for to this 
point of the text, every rational consideration tencls,-we want 
Christ himself as the way. 

He has been called the great Reformer. But his method is to 
reform, by regenerating, mankind. Men cannot be saved by any 
undertaking, however gTeat, of outward reform, but by being born 
again,-inwardly renewed in the spirit of their minds,-and hav-
ing the very germs of iniquity drawn out of their hearts. The 
reformer may go round with his axe, and cut down some of the 
conupt trees, but they will gTow up again, fi·esh and lively from 
the old stock, till the axe is laid-not at the trunk-but the root. 
This Tadical process is longer, but alone effectual. The reformer 
seems, not .seldom, to think the evils that afflict society can be 
struck off, as it were at a blow of immediate abolition. He might 
as well attempt to strike off the primeval forests, or the granite 
bound hills. These evils are rooted in the htm1an heart, some of 
the roots running, it may be, into his own heart. Alas, to the 
observation of Heaven, are we not all, more or less, in the same 
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plight, all suffering with the same chronic disease of sin ? Who 
shall deliver us, and help us to deliver our fellow-creatures, but 
Christ the regenerator of the human soul, and so the Reformer of 
the world! lie is the wcty. Reform is but the effect of which he 
is the mighty cause, and his disciples the instruments carrying on 
the work, not with the clamors of an outraged and £:antic con-
science, but with a sober benevolence, with a zeal supplied from 
no seething passion, but from the current of a loving heart, with 
an activity running in various directions, but, like the lines of the 
mathematical problem, producing one resultant of right. 

This criticism upon Reform implies no general disparagement 
of the importance of the reformer's work, and nothing but un-
qualified honor of it when conducted after the way of Christ. In 
view of the pressing occasion for reform everywhere existing in 
human life, we should feel inclined to pardon even the reformer's 
excesses, were they not made inexcusable to his own better judg-
ment, by weakening his an:n, reducing the amount, and impairing 
the quality of his work. And, with all his faults, considering the 
nobility of his aim, the frequent disinterestedness of his labors, 
and the noble exceptions to the harsh and unjust manner he has 
too much assumed, if, in fixing his true place, there be any class 
that, to finish the category, we must add to the goodly fellnwship qf 
the prophets, the blessed company of the apostles, and the noble army of 
the nwrtyrs, it is the righteous band of the nifonneTS. Especially 
will they deserve this rank and title, when they purge away 
every remainder of acrimony and bigotry from their spirit, and 
clothe themselves ·with the internal power of the Gospel to accom-
plish their external designs. Let them learn from Christianity a 
profounder understanding of nature of the evil to be removed, 
learn, as all of them have not as yet clearly clone, that man is not 
the mere victim of ciJ:cumstances, or necessary prey of tempta-
tion, or helpless subject of ·wrong, but himself a sinner, and by sin 
his own chief traitor, and worst foe. Let them not look to any 
change in outward relations or re-organization of society as the 
Clue of human woes, any farther than it shall proceed :fi:om the 
infusion of a better sentiment and the establishing of higher prin-
ciples in the individual and the common heart. Canying on their 
various plans more by the method of Christ, they may hope to 
check the dominion of iniquity, not only by breaking down its 
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grosser forms, but uy overcoming its moral causes, toiling not only 
that the injured may be righted, but for that, if possible, stillnouler 
end, that there may be none to injure ; that men may be raised 
above not only intemperate indulgence, but intemperate desire; 
that the sword not only be sheathed, but beaten into the plough-
share; that the rod not be wrested with violence £:om the oppress-
or's hand, but fall at the bidding of his o-vvn soul, and the long 
empire of selfishness and hate give way to the Kingdom of holi-
ness and love. Such is the glorious result that glimmers from afar 
upon the vision, through no path of human opening, but fi-om the 
end of that way which is Clu·ist. Let us all devote ourselves to 
hasten the ful:fib11ent. Let us pray Gocl by His Son to hasten it. 
Even so, Lmd Jesus, come quickly ! 

Thus we see everything wrongfully substituted for Christ, right-
fully embraced beneath him, as his own creation or law:fi.Ll domain. 
There is nothing contracted or ungenerously exclusive in him, 
this broad survey of the main courses of the human mind not 
carrying us off the pi·emises of our Master. The Church, in every 
just appeal to the sense and fancy and social sympathy of man, is 
his. 

The faculty or principle of Faith in the soul is drawn by his 
works and teachings to its highest objects and noblest exercise. 
Philosphy, led into the region of truth along the road of his verit-
able revelations, starts into the track of all harmoniously related 
truth. And Reform, corrected by him of its narrow and superfi-
cial violence, probes the depths of the moral maladies it would 
cure. All the powers of our spiritual nature receive from him 
their right direction, stimulus, and growth. 

Let him be to us, brethren, the way. There is no other way so 
good for us pilgrims on the earth to travel in. Let us thank God 
.for the way His own hand hath made, and that we are not left to 
make a doubtful or devious way for om·selves. Let us be too 
grateful, and too progTessive in the divine direction, ever to think 
of substituting miy other for it. Do we not need it, as it actually 
lies before us? vVith temptation opening its alluring paths, and 
sin drawing us astray, and sorrow dragging us to the ground, anu 
doubt involving us in its confused _tracks, and death digging the 
pit where all earthly roads converge and terminate together, do 
we not need this highwa,y, which leads to pardon and consolation, 
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which is lined with perpetual repairs of strength, and which lays 
its even and unbroken course across the dark valley of the grave? 
This way verily ends not in the tomb, for it passes through the 
lighted sepulchre of Jesus, where the shining angels sat, and by 
the enduring monuments of his resurrection, which time has not 
wasted nor the hand of violence shook, till it enters into the path 
of his ascension. It will conduct all his followers to his own high, 
immortal home. 

To this way, my fi·iends of this society, does not a finger from 
this consecrated desk seem ever to point, and a voice from behind 
to say, "Walk ye in it." Do not moving tones come back, as 
though these walls had not yet lost the echoes waked by the per-
suasive lips of that venerated man, whose memory hallows this 
spot, and whose name the Church rejoices to speak with honor? 
Anu is not Christ the way to which your steps have been led by a 
still living and well-loved guide? It is the prayer of one, who 
can pray as fervently as any for good issues to the relation this 
day sealed, that Christ may be shown as THE WAY by him who 
now succeeds to their work. 
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RIGI-IT HAND OF FELLO\VSHIP. 

STANDING as you now do at the threshold of high responsibility-
about to enter on important and sacred duties, yon naturally look 
for sympathy as weU as counsel; you want not only the guiding 
hand, but also that which, with a cordial pressure, shall give 
£.-iendly assurance. This service has both a natural and a scrip· 
tural foundation. It springs from the occasion itself, while it has 
the sanction of a postolical and ecclesiastical usage. None could 
have been assigned me, which I should perform more cheerfully 
and with a full heart. The minister at this altar and of this people 
I shall ever regard as more than in a professional sense, a brother. 

Accept, then, this hand as a token of Christian fellowship from 
your brethren and fi·iends-as an earnest of their readiness to 
counsel, comfort and aid you in all your future course, ancl espe· 
cially in the work to which you are now consecrated. We wel· 
come you to its labors, than which none on earth can be higher or 
worthier. Welcome to its still and delightful studies, by which 
your own mind may be emiched, at the same time that it is pre· 
pared to enlighten and improve others. Welcome to its pleasures-
to that peculiar and sweetest pleasure arising from the conscious· 
ness of at once getting and doing good. Welcome to its trials, of 
which we may without undignified complaint assert it has its full 
share-that they are neither few nor small, but which may lead to 
glorious issues-may be made to quicken, strengthen, refine, ele-
vate. Welcome to its rewards, more valuable than all the world 
beside, pure and lasting as heaven. 

It is no narrow or exclusive fellowship, which we hereby pledge 
to you. Our best wishes for your usefulness, and our ready co-



24 

operation, will attend you whithersoever you follow the great 
Master. vVe should greatly dread to see all minds, and those of 
the ministers of religion by no means least, cast in the same 
mould, thinking the same thoughts, feeling and acting alike. 
Slavish deference to opinion, custom, human authority, is always 
degrading and injurious. Much was comprehended in the daily 
prayer of a good man-that he and his might be upright toward 
God and downright to men. Such a petition might well be offered 
by many, vvho are wanting in the spirit of just self-reliance, of 
impartial inquiry, of free action. Still, we desire that you may 
cherish and enjoy, as far as consistently with moral independence 
you can, the fellowship of all Cluistians, whether of like or differ-
ing faith, Thus may you attain the blessed distinction of being a 
friend of peace, Thus you strengthen the cause of the Prince of 
peace, and help to rescue it from the evils of bitter contention 
among its professed fi:iends. "It is written," (says 1\'Iilton, with 
admirable practical wisdom,) "that coat of our Saviour was 
without seam; whence some would infer that there should be no 
division in the church of Christ. It should be so indeed; yet 
seams in the same cloth neither hurt the garment, nor misbecome 
it ; and not only seams, but schisms will be, while men are falli-
ble ;-but if they who dissent in matters not essential to belief, 
whi1e the conm1on adversary is in the field, shall stand janing and 
pelting at one another, they will be soon routed and subdued." 

Above all, may your fellowship be with the Father and the 
spirit of his Son. There will be times in every individual's expe-
rience, and in the Christian minister's as much perhaps as any, in 
which no other mortal can know, as the heart itself does, its own 

conflicts, its doubts, its darkness and sorrows. 
"Oh, when we look for sympathy in vain, 

Let us look deep into the secret springs 
Of our own hearts. '!'here let us wake up 
The tones of meditation, and eommune 
With the great spirit that is stirred within, 
And seek companionship beyond all else 
That is allowed to mortals." 

I recognize the evident blessing of God in the harmony and 
many happy circumstances attendant on the commencement of 
your ministry here. In congratulating you on these and express- · 
ing our warm interest in the relation you are to sustain to thi::; 
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people, I cannot suppress the thought, that I am not speaking for 
the living alone. Could the stillness of yonder tomb be broken, 
the voice there hushed to its last silence, which long spake within 
these walls, would repeat with redoubled earnestness our welcome. 
He, whose it \Vas, would bid you -vvelcome to this home of his 
affections, to this temple he loved, to this altar at which he deJ 
lighted to serve, to this peaceful and beautiful valley to which he 
was bound by strongest ties and even a romantic attachment ; 
amid the scenes of which he moved for nearly half a century, 
spending in them his earlier and later strength, feeling that in 
them was an abundant sphere for honorable and useful exertion, 
and fondly desiring here at length to repose from his earthly labors. 
If there be joy in the world of spirits at the happy events of eaith, 
I feel assured that he rejoices with us in the bright prospects of 
this clay, and mingles his prayers with ours, that your ministry 
here may be long, most prospered and happy, and you be gathered 
at last to the faithful who shall " clasp inseparable hands" in never-
ending progTess and bliss. 

Before closing, I would tender to this beloved Clnuch and Soci-
ety the expression of OlU fellowship, our sympathy andjoy. When 
your late pastor, on whom in the outset your feelings and views 
had with remarkable unanimity centred, and in whose light, dur-
ing the season it was continued to you, you so much rejoiced, was 
arrested by the providence of God in the midst of his usefuh1ess, 
and his strength made to fail by the way-ere it was noon, you 
were called to severe disappointment and had our sincerest sym-
pathy. But the same providence has ordained that light should 
spring out of darkness, and a joyful mon1ing succeed the weeping 
night. We feel, I must confess, mingled pleasure and pride at 
the honorable manner in which you ha vc passed through this trial, 
and with renewed unanimity fixed on a successor to the sacred 
office among you. It is our fervent desire and prayer, that the 
best hopes of this holu rna y be fulfilled. Whether we come and 
see you, or be absent, may we hear of your affairs, that ye stand 
fast in one spirit, with one mind, striving together for the faith of 
the Gospel. 

4 
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CHARGE. 

MY BRoTIIER,-If I were to collect and repeat all tho warnings 
and directions for the conduct of the ministry to be found scat-
tered through the New Testament, I do not know that I could 
better perform this service to which you have invited me. They 
contain your best manual of duty and are worthy of your frequent 
and careful study. Among these there is oue which I desire may 
linger in your memory. It fell from the lips of the gTeat Teacher. 
He uttered it at a time when it could not fail to have an indelible 
impression on the minds of the first preachers of his religion. He 
was about to send them out to proclaim his truth. They were to 
go with unaffected simplicity and godly sincerity, without purse or 
scrip or array of apparel, and with only shoes on the feet and the 
pilgrim's staff for the journey. "And into whatsoever city or 
town ye shall enter, look around and see who is worthy of your 
confidence, and there abide until ye go thence-there stay until 
the providence of God call you away."- My Brother, on the same 
gTeat mission, in the E1ervice of the same great Master, you have 
entered this town. This people have given you the warmest wel-
come; you have received from them the highest marks of their 
confidence and aflection. You have been ordained as their 
religious teacher and friend. Here, then, stay,-come with the 
ptupose, lay your plans, enter upon your duties ·with the expecta-
tion of staying here, God helping you and them, until your earthly 
work is over and you go to your reward. Here you have pitched 
your tent, and here let it stand through summer's heat and win-
ter's cold. Look upon these hills and fields and meadows; this is 
the scene of your life-long labors-resolve here to stand in your lot 
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while the glory of the year shall come and go, and the leaves 
again spring and fall and the flowers blossom and decay. Cast 
yotu eyes around this ancient and venerable cluuch ; receiving your 
ordination vows this day, let it echo with the last sounds of your 
voice, let it witness yOtu earliest and latest struggles in the cause 
of your Master. Regard for a moment the face of your congJ.·e-
gation ; of one by one of its aged members you are to smooth the 
passage to the grave, one by one of its more youthful portions you 
are to send forth prepared for the world's dread conflicts, trained 
by your hand, bearing the marks of your fidelity. For life and for 
death, consecrate yourself to this people. Their highest interests 
are given you in charge; count that you have lived as these inter-
ests have been promoted. I know what I am saying; I know 
there are circumstances in which it is better for minister and peo-
ple to separate. I know there are sacred calls of duty when the 
relation must be severed, though it tear and lacerate the very 
heart-strings. But this restless spirit of change, this indifference 
to ties once deemed among the most sacred, is the bane of the 
ministry and is robbing it of its strength. Shun, I charge you, this 
error. Reverence the sacredness of the bond which now connects 
you with this people. Be assured, they will not be hasty to seek 
causes of separation. Look at the annals of their church. They 
point to them with pride, for the length and harmony of the min-
isterial relation. In their graveyards they will show you the mon-
uments of their successive pastors, each resting after a long day of 
labor ; each reposing in the midst of the generation whom he 
loved and served. Resolve, then, to establish yourself in their 
affections, and with the blessing of God, to cement yotu relation by 
years of faithful labors. Seek no higher honor than to be the 
long-tried and venerated pas.tor, and to sleep the sleep of death at 
last in the midst of them. 

But for the intimacy and permanency of this relation, this oc-
casion would be idle-they impart to it its chief solemnity, and 
give weight to the words which now find utterance. Let me 
speak to you of the means by which you may obtain a healthful 
and permanent influence in this place-for then I assist you to do 
the great work of the ministry. I counsel and charge you then, 
first of all to have respect to the spirit which you main-
tain. If you would enj9y a successful and happy ministry, your 
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one act of self-consecration must be the act of your wltok I ife. 
There are temptations, invading the silence of the sanctuary-
mingling in the most sacred duties-besetting the heart of the 
minister of religion, as subtle as they are fatal. Beware of their 
insinuating influence on your ministerial character. Shun, as the 
bane of your success, the temptation to mental and spiritual sloth. 
Beware, I warn you, lest frequently interrupted, you relax your 
mental discipline-lest familiar with your duties, they become 
fmmal-lest compelled to go the round of official service, the heart 
lose the first freshness of devotion and its best affections by the 
constant demand upon them be worn out. Enough now may be 
numbered-the first days of whose ministry have been their best 
days-the living, melancholy monuments of mental sloth and spirit-
ual declension. I charge you, my brother, resist the all sunound-
ing temptation; for your own sake, for the happiness and useful-
ness of your ministry, for the sake of this people whose welfare is 
bound up in your fidelity, do not stop here. Go on from this mo-
ment, day by day, increasing in wisdom and mental strength and 
in Christian graces. Now you are fixed in one spot and are to 
commune with the same minds week after week and year after 
year, to relax your mental efforts, to forego your spiritual exer-
cises and rely on your past acquisitions, would be your ruin. Now, 
if never before, study-lay down some plan of study and pu-rsue it. 
Think, from the habit of thinking, and persevere in it. Watch and 
pray, and be constant in watching and prayer. I can give you no 
better nor more useful advice than to be faithful in a generous self-
culture. Let all your private habits be so arranged as shall con-
duce most to your intellectual and spiritual improvement. Let 
your early morning hours be secretly devoted; in your noon-clay 
rides carry with you habits of thoughtful meditation ; and when 
you retire at eventide, weary and worn it may be, give no sleep 
to your eyes nor slumber to yotlr eyelids, until you have once more 
taken an account of the responsibilities and duties of the day. 
This unceasing, unwearied watchfulness and activity I would 
urge were your occupation any other; how essential in one who 
has in charge the spiritual welfare of a community like this ! 

And yet, my brother, with all tllis devotion, be not restless in 
your activity ; be not over1urdened with anxiety ; yield not to the 
spirit of despondency. There is no way in which you can more 
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effectually impair your own energies and weaken the confidence 
of yom people. The time will come after the excitements attending 
a new ministry have in some measure subsided, when the hmthen 
of duty will press heavily and when, having no longer the sym-
pathy of the hour to cheer you, you would gladly cast it from 
you and escape a responsibility to great for man to bear. But, my 
brother, l>e calm. Possess yotu soul in tranquillity and cheerful-
ness. Remember others before you have felt this burthen and 
horne it,-have felt it almost beyond eudurance,-have struggled 
and persevered, and finally triumphed. And, let me tell you, 
nothing will aid you more certainly in this result, than a serene, 
trustful spirit,-toiling on through the long night though you 
have caught nothing, as well as thmugh the bright day amid 
many tokens of divine favor. Calmness is the attribute of ear-
nestness and power. God works in silence,-and through his 
mighty agents showers blessings without number in solemn mag-
nificence and without a worJ. Go then to your work with calm-
ness and trum1uillity; pursue it with a self-sacrificing, yet hopeful 
spirit; \vith faith and with prayer, under a solemn sense of 
responsibility and a cheerful reliance on God. 

And what is your work? It is to preach ; preach the W orel-
and to preach it in all its grandeur and simplicity and purity, means 
a g;reat deal. I charge you do this with your best energies. Let this 
pulpit be your tluone. Have uo higher ambition than to occupy 
it faithfully and well. Let it he the scat of yOtu piety anu wis-
dom and power. For, let me tell you, that the place in which our 
venerable father stood for nearly half a century, and where our 
accomplished brother, but just now spoke with such fervor of devo-
tion (alas, too soon compelled to relinquish it,) is no mean one, 
nor will it cost small labor to fill it well. Enter it from Sabbath 
to Sabbath with such fulness of preparation us if you were never 
to enter it again. Bring to it your purest, best, and most matured 
and stirring thoughts. Bring to it the choicest treasures which 
you may collect from the wide volumes of nature, and providence, 
and revelation, and your o\vn inward experience. Bring to it a 
mind filled with the truth of God, sanctified by watching and 
prayer and a holy endeavor, and a heart kindled with the holiest 
spirit and longing to give utterance to its burning convictions;-
and when you look around upon the face of this congregation, how 
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shall you fail to be understood and felt? For, what will you see 
here and in all our chm·ches? Men and women gathered from all 
the walks and ways of life, fi·om places of business and domestic 
abodes and halls of pleasure and chambers of grief, with their 
burthens of care and temptation and wo ;-youth, passionate and 
impetuous and encompassed with perils; and children in confiding 
simplicity and innocence ;-men, women and children, spiritual 
beings, yet how many of them wedded to the earth-made for a 
sublime destiny, yet indifferent to the great concern-formed for 
unalloyed happiness, yet casting £:om them the cup-all hurrying, 
while you gaze, to their account ; yet pausing for a brief space 
around the pulpit to listen before they go, to words of instruction 
and warning fi·om the religious teacher. With what trembling 
solicitude should he, who stands here in the name of God and 
Christ and human happiness, look upon such a spectacle! In 
what tones of gentle persuasion and inesistible power ought he to 
utter his voice ! vVith what plainness and freedom and earnest-
ness should he speak! My brother, regard yOlu congregation in 
this light, and yOlu preaching can never be a dull, formal business. 
Yon will desire anJ expect palpable results; and, however insuf-
ficient of yourself, you will not be slow to learn the secret whereby 
to soothe the throbbing heart and warm the wintry bosom. It 
was only a wand with which the man of God struck the rock, 
and the refreshing waters gushed out. The simple truth of God 
is the instrument to loosen the earth-bound spirit and cause the 
heavenly affections to flow. A word once stilled the tempestuous 
sea; these words, life, death, retribution, eternity, are the means 
to stay the streams of that are rushing in impetuous 
torrents over the human soul. Speak out that which is within 
yon, my brother-speak it earnestly, yet kindly, as from the 
deepest conviction, and you may be assured you shall not speak 
in vain. Speak it freely too, for I hold there is not a truth which 
ought to be spoken that may not be; and which, if uttered in 
tones of sympathy and kindness, will not be patiently heard and 
inspire a hearty respect for the preacher. 

But your pulJlic duties are not all to be done within these walls. 
You must be much abroad among your people. In respect to 
your pastoral relations, I have this one admonition to give. As 
you go from house to house, as you receive your people within 
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·your own dwelling, wherever you may meet them, I charge you 
not to neglect your opportunities of usefulness. If I do not_ mis-
take their dispositions, they will wish you to be much with them, 
and expect you to maintain the character of a friend and brother. 
The doors of your parishioners will be thrown widely open, and 
you will find a cordial welcome at their fireside, and their board. 
Confide in them, my brother, if you would win them. Once ad-
mitted to the intimacy of affection, you will become associated 
with all that is endearing and momentous in human experience, 
share in the joys and sorrows which the heart only knoweth, and 
with which the stranger cannot intermeddle. Present with your 
benediction at the formation of each little community, you will 
take a part in all its revolutions, and all its hemt-thrilling history 
will be written on the pages of your experience. You will be 
there when the candle of the Lord shines upon their dwelling and 
the song of praise is heard within the gates,-in the unbroken 
circle of fathers, mothers, and their children. There, too, you will · 
be when life's changes shall come,-when this community shall 
be rent, its members torn asunder, and each individual alone shall 
drink of his own bitter cup,-when the strong shall grow weak, 
the beautiful in their high places shall fall and the countenances 
of this people shall be changed ; and in their woes their hearts 
shall be laid all bare and bleeding before you. What rare oppor-
tunities does the minister enjoy of touching the inmost sanctuaries 
of the human soul and the deepest springs of human conduct. 
Now I charge you, my brother, before God, the final Jli.dge, faith-
fully improve these seasons, so favorable for the profoundest moral 
impression. When you descend from this pulpit think not to cast 
off a shred of the ministerial robe, or leave behind a particle of 
the minister's earnest and devoted spirit. Henceforth, till the tie 
which now unites you shall be severed, you are to have no sepa-
rate interests from the society. What they feel and endm·e, 
rejoicing or soiTowing, members of your own larger family, you 
must feel and endure with them. Go among them, then, as Jesus · 
went in Galilee, and whether you sit with them in the bloom of 
health, or pray with them amid the slow wastings of sickness, 
whether you mingle with the young while the dew of youth is 
yet fresh upon them, with the active in the midst of their gTeat 
responsibilities, or with the aged who wait and watch for the last 
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great change,-at home, in the shop and by the way, at the festal 
board and at the tomb, let the ea1nest, calm, cheerfhl, glad spirit 
of religion light up your countenance, pervade your language and 
control your manners. Let your whole intercourse be marked by 
frankness, honesty and fidelity. Let no earthly temptation allure 
you for a moment into a forgetfulness of yourself or your responsi-
bilities. . Watch for souls as one who must give an account. De-
ceive no one by random remarks ; mislead no one by silence when 
you ought to speak ; forget no one whom you ought to remember ; 
neglect no one whose joys or whose griefs you ought to share. 
Be every where, like the religion which you preach, the warm, 
devoted, sympathizing friend of all. 

My brother, there are many other things which my heart 
prompts me to say to you; but I cannot now,-I must not tax 
your strength longer. If my prayers can prevail,-and the prayers 
of those you love, of earlier and later friends, you will establish 
yourself in the hearts of this people and find in this favored spot 
a lasting home. Lowly laying your heart upon this altar, entering 
upon yOLu work with a single and undivided affection, I see the 
selectest influences of Heaven attend your labors. I see you ful-
filling the highest expectations of this congregation, and new 
hopes, new interests, new sympathies springing up within and 
around you. Bearing along the ark of the Lord, I see the dark 
trains of moral evils, fear and agony and remorse retiring before 
you,-life sweetened, death disarmed, Heaven opened to those who 
hear. I see you conducted in safety to the end of a long and use-
ful ministry,-your work closed amid the tears of a gratefhl peo-
ple,-your commission sealed,-your reward gTeat. But I am 
checked in these pleasing anticipations, for I remember that 
duties only are ours ; events are determined by a higher wisdom. 
Be diligent, then.6 and devoted in your duties, for you know not 
what a day may bring forth. Be faithful unto death, and you 
shall receive the crown of life. 
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"From humble tenements around 
Came up the pensive train, 

And in the church a blessing found, 
Which filled their homes again-

They live with God, their homes are dust ; 
But here their children pray, 

And, in this fleeting lifetime, trust 
To find the narrow way." 

[From the Century Sermon by Rev. Timothy Harrington, May 28, 17 .] 

"In the year 1645,t Sholan, alias Shaumauw, Pto rietor of Nashawogr/, 
and Sachem of the Nashawas, who lived at Wa shacum, informed Mr. 
Thomas King, of Watertown, (with whom he tra ed and for whom he had 
a considerable friendship,) of the said tract of land as well accommodated 
for a Plantation, desiring that the English would come and set down by him. 

"Accordingly Mr. King, Mr. John Prescott, and others, procured of said 
Sholan, a Deed of said Nashawogg, ten miles in length, and eight in breadth; 
with these restrictions, that the English should not molest the Indians in 
their hunting, fishing, or usual planting places,-And the General Court con-
firmed the Deed. 

"On this, the Associates purchased of M·r. King all his Interest in 
Premises ; and entered into mutual obligation by a certain term to appear on 
the spot, to begin and carry on the Plantation and contracted with a Preacher 
to go on with them. 

*Both Mr. Harrington's Century Serman and the" Historical Sketch" of Lancas-
ter, by Joseph Willard, Esq., being nearly out of print, a few ecclesiastical memoranda 
are gathered into an Appendix for the use · of the parish. 

t Lancaster was the tenth town incorporated in the county of Middlesex, and pre-
cedes, by many years, every town now within the limits of the county of Worcester. 

Gov. Winthrop differs from Mr. Harrington as to the year when the purchase wa:s 
made, and says 1643. 

• 
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" Having thus concerted affairs, they sent up divers persons, (to whom 
they had given Lots,) to perform divers things, at the common expense of the 
Proprietors, before the time of their general appearance; and these were the 
first inhabitants. 

" But before the time for their general appearance; their Minister, to whom 
they had committed their mutual obligation, (whether by reason of his owu 
aversion to the place, or by the instigation of such of the Proprietors as were 
unwilling to come up themselves, is uncertain,) forsook them, carrying with 
him said mutual obligation.* And in consequence of this, all the associates, 
except Mr. Prescott, refused to fulfil their contract, but yet held their Interest. 
So that for the space of seven years, very little was done to forward the 
plantation.-But at length some of the rest being willing to engage more 

· heartily in the affair,-on the 18th of May, 1653, there being Nine Families 
in the place, they petitioned the General Court for an Incorporation, and 
obtained it by the name of LANCASTER. 

"From the year 1654, Mr. Rowlandson preached among them, until the 
14th of April 1658; at which time they invited him to settle in the Work of the 
Ministry among them; and he accepted their Invitation, and probably was 
ordained the same year. 

" The town was in Peace and Prosperity for the space of twenty-two years 
from its lnco1'poration.-And the indians were very serviceable to the inhabi-
tants, b supplying them with such Corn and wild meat as they stood in need 
of; and that on very moderate terms. 

"But on the 24th of June 1675, Philip, Sachem of Pocanoket, com-
monly called King PhiJip, rebelled against the English, and began a very 
bloody and destructive War. 

"And on the 22d of August following, eight persons, in different parts of 
the town were killed. 

"And as the Sachems of the Narragansett country joined with Philip in 
hfs Rebellion; so after the destruction of Canonicus'-Fort, commonly called 
the Narragansett-Fort, by the forces of the united colonies, on the 19th of 
December, 1675.-The Indians leaving that part of the country, moved 
toward vVachusett, and meeting with the Nipnets and Nashawas, in their 

*Winthrop gives the following account: "3d mo. (May) 1644. Many of Water-
town, and other towns, joined in the plantation at Nashaway ; and having called a 
young man, a universal (qu. university'!) scholar, one Mr. Norcroff (qu. Norcross'!) 
to be tl1eir minister, seven of them, who were no members of any churches, were desir-
ous to gather into a church estate ; but the magistrates and elders, advised them first 
to go and build them habitations, &c. And then to take some that were members of 
other churches, with the consent of such churches, as had formerly been done, and so 
proceed orderly. But the persons interested in this plantation, being most of them 
poor men, and some of them corrupt in judgment, and others profane, it went on very 
slowly; so that in two years, they had not three houses built there, and he whom they 
had called to be their minister, left them for their delays." 

• 
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march, persuaded them to take up arms against the English; and after this 
combination, part turned back towards Plymouth Colony, burning and destroy-
ing as they went along. 

" But Philip, with the rest, confessed by themselves after the peace to be 
:fifteen hundred, marched for Lancaster, in which there were then above :fifty 
families-And on the lOth of February, 1676, assaulted in :five distinct 
bodies and places, burning most of the unfortified houses, and killir1g several 
persons. 

"However, they destroyed 110 Garrison, but that belonging to the Rev. 
Mr. Rowlandson; in which, there were soldiers aud inhabitants to the num-
ber of forty-two. And as there was no fortification on the back of the house, 
and the English being unable to ply their shot on that side ; the enemy hav-
ing loarled a Cart with combustible matter, pushed it flaming to the house; 
and thus being reduced to the sad necessity of either perishing in the flames, 
or resigning themselves to the Savages, they surrendered. 

"On this, the Men, except one who made his escape, were slain, or re-
served for torture, and about twenty of the Women and Children were carried 
into Captivity; among which was the Consort of the Rev. Mr. Rowlandson; 
an account of whose Captivity, Sufferings and Return, written by her own 
hand, you have doubtless many of you seen in Print. 

"Mr. Rowlandson was then at Boston soliciting the Govf)rnor and Council 
for more soldiers for the protection of the place-And on his return, met the 
heavy news, which he received with a becoming submission and magnanimity. 

" About six weeks after the assault of the town, it being judged untena-
ble under the then present circumstances, both of that and the country; the 
remainder of the inhabitants, except one who was killed that very day by 
the enemy, drew off under a guard of Horse anrl Foot.-And immediately on 
this desertion of the place, every building that remained, save two, were 
reduced to ashes. And in this state of Desolation the town continued for 
about four years." 

"The first minister of Lancaster," says Mr. Willard," commenced bache-
lor at Cambridge in 1652, with all the honors of his class, as he appears to 
have constituted the wh"ole of the class of that year. Cotton Mather calls 
him an author of' lesser composures.'* What these were, I venture to say, 
after diligent inquiry, is not to be discovered. Mr. Rowlandson began to preach 
in Lancaster as early as the summer or fall of 1654. * * * * The commis-
sioners, at their meeting, April 25, 1656, directed the town to pay Mr. Row-

*"Not only have we had a Danforth, a Nathaniel M<Jther, a Hoar, a Rowlandson, 
&c., the authors of lesser composures out of their modest studies, even as with a 
Cresarean section, forced into light ; but also we have had an Hubbard, an Isaac 
Chauncey, a Willard, a Stoddard, the authors oflarger composures."- Magnalia, book 
-!,part I. 

G 
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landson ':fifty pounds by the year,' taking ' wheat at sixpence per bushel/ 
under the usual price, ' and as God shall enlarge their estates, so shall they 
enlarge therein answerably,' &c. In September, 1657, the Commissioner5 
ordered the selectmen 'to take care for the due encouragement of Master 
Rowlandson, and also for the erecting a meeting house,' &c. In compliance 
with these orders, a house for worship was erected soon after. A town 
meeting was held in it in June, 1G58. It was situated on the northeast side 
of what is now the new burying ground, on the brow of the hill, opposite to 
Mr. Rowlandson's house, and about of a mile a little to the west of 
south of the present church. * * * * After preaching in town nearly four 
years, he probably became discouraged as to the prospect of being invited to 
settle, and gave out his intention of removing from town. Whether this was 
done in sober earnest, or was merely to bring the town to terms, is only a 
matter of conjecture at this late day. The following extract from the re-
cords, has some point, and perhaps will bear being quoted." 

" Monday, 3, 3 mo. 1658. On the certain intelligence of Master Row-
landson's removiug from us, the selectmeu treated with him to know what 
his mind was, and his answer was, his apprehensions were clearer for his 
going than for staying. They replied they feared his apprehensions were 
not well grounded, but desired to know his resolution. He said his resolu-
tions were according to his apprehensions, for ought he knew. Then the 
selectmen, considering it was a case of necessity for the town to look out for 
other supply, told Master Rowlandson, that now they did look upon them-
selves as destitute of a minister, aud should be forced to endeavor after some 
other,-su discharging him. 

" Friday 14, 3 mo. 1658. A messenger came from Billerica to fetch 
Master Rowlandson away ;* upon which, the town having notice given them, 
came together with intent to desire him to stay and settle amongst us ; and, 
after some debate, it was voted as follows: 

" 1. Whether it were the mind of the town to invite Master Rowlandson 
to abide and settle amongst them in the work of the ministry. The vote 
was affirmative by the hands of all held up. 

'' 2. Whether it was their mind to allow him for maintenance fifty pounds 
a year, one-half in wheat, sixpence in the bushel under the current prices at 
Boston and Charlestown, and the rest in other good current pay, in like pro-
portions; or, otherwise, fifty-five pounds a year, taking his pay at such rates 
as the prices of corn are set every yeat by the Court. The vote was affirm-
ative by the hands of all held up. 

" 3. Whether they were williug that Master Rowlandson should have the 
dwelling house which he lived in as his own proper right according to the 
deed made by the town and confirmed by the committee; with the point of 

* The meaning that he was invited to preach in Billerica. 
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land westward, and some land west, and some north, of his house, for an 
orchard, garden, yards, pasture and the like. 

"This was put to the vote and granted by the major part, (and opposed 
by none but old Goodman Kerley,* only there was a neuter or two,) with this 
proviso, that it hindered not the burying place, the highway, convenient 
space to pass to the river, and the land intended to be for the next minister, 
&c. 

"And upon this, Master Rowlandson accepted of the town's invitation, 
and gave them thanks for their grant, and agreed to the motion, concerning 
his maintenance, and promised to abide with us in the best manner the Lord 
should enable him to improve his gifts in the work of the ministry." 

" Mr. Rowlandson preached for some time as a candidate in W eathersfield, 
where he died November 24, 1678, and before Lancaster was resettled. 
He was probably born in England. His father, Thomas, took the freeman's 
oath May 2, 1638, and died in Lancaster, November 17, 1657." 

After the town was resettled, and for seven years, the pulpit was sup-
plied by Mr. Carter, (probably Samuel Carter, Harvard University, 1660,) 
William Woodrop, and Mr. Oakes, (perhaps Edward Oakes, H. U., 1679.) 
Mr. Woodrop was one of the two thousand ministers turned out of their 
benefices under the act of conformity, on St. Bartholemew's day, 1662. 

In February, 1688, Mr. John Whiting, of Billerica, a graduate of Har-
vard University, 1685, was invited to preach on probation; and cnntinued 
preachiug until November, 1690, when he was invited to settle in the work 
of the ministry, and was probably soon after ordained. t 

On the accessiou of William of Orange to the throne, England was involved 
in a war with France, and New England in a war with Canadians, 
French and Indians. "In the calamities of which," to go on with Mr. Har-
rington's account, " this town had a large share." 

"For on the 118th of July, 1692, the Indians assaulted the house of Mr. 
Peter Joslin, who was at his labor ir1 the field, and knew nothiug of it, till, 
entering the house, he found his wife and three children, and a woman that 
lived in his family, barbarously butchered by their hatchets, and weltering in 
their gore. 

*Goodman Kerley, (William Kerley, senior,) seems to have continned in a wrath-
ful state of mind for some time ; for though one of the number appointed to manage the 
municipal concerns of the town, be did not attend the meetings of his brethren ; it 
being a usual entry in the records that the Selectmen met at such a time and place, llll 
excepting Goodman Kerley. 

tIt was not usual during the first age of the New England Church, or indeed 
throngh the seventeenth century, to have a discourse preached at ordination. And 
when the practice was intt·oduced, the minister elect preached it himself. 
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"His wife's sister, with another of his children were carried into captivity. 
She returned, but that child was murdered in the wilderness. Thus was he 
stript naked, and called to bitter weeping and lamentation. 

"In 1695, on a Lord's Day Morning, Mr. Abraham Wheeler, going from 
Garrison to his own house, on some occasion, was there shot by an enemy, 
that had lain in ambush for him; but although mortally wounded, he wrested 
the gun from him, and brought it towards the Garrison, until met by his 
friends. 

" In 1697, a consirlerable body of the enemy, under five commanders, but 
one in chief, came and lurked in the woods for some time, sending in their 
scouts by night to observe the posture of the town.-And having done this, 
they determined to begin the attack on Mr. Thomas Sawyer's Garrison; and 
the firing at that was to be a signal to all the rest, to fall on in their respec-
tive stations. 

"And accordingly on the 11th of September, when the inhabitants, sus-
picions of uo enemy, were gone out to their lab0r; they came in several 
companies into the town, and were very near surprising said Sawyer's Gar-
rison, both the gates being left open; but that Mr. Jabez Fairbank, who was 
at his own house half a mile's distance, and designing to bring his little son 
from said Garrison, mounted his horse which came running to him in a 
fright; and rode full speed into the gate, but yet nothing suspicious of an 
enemy.-However, this was a means of saving the Garrison; for the enemy 
who were just ready to rush into it, supposiug they were discovered, gave 
over that design ; and fired at such as were out in the fields. 

"At that time, the Rev. Mr. John Whiting being on some occasion at a 
distance from his Garrison, they surprised and killed him.-They indeed 
offered him quarter; but he chose rather to fight to the last, than resign 
himself to those whose tender mercies are cruelty.-

" At the same time they killed twenty others, wounded two, but not mor-
tally; and captivated six, five of whom returned. 

" On this sorrowful occasion, the town set a-part a day for Prayer and 
Fasting.'' 

From 1697, the year of Mr. Whiting's death, to 1700, the pulpit was 
supplied by Rev. John Robinson, (afterwards settled at Duxbury, in Novem-
ber, 1702, where he died, 1731.) Mr. Jones, (perhaps John, Harvard 
University, 16901) and Mr. Samuel Whitman, Harvard University, 169G. 
In May, 1701, Mr. Andrew Gardner, Harvard University, 1696, (but not 
in italics in the catalogue, because never ordained,) was invited to preach, and 
in the following September received an invitation to be the minister of the 
town. In July, 1702, the war between England and France was renewed, 
and the Colonies were once more involved in trouble. 1 n July, 1704, seven 
hundred French and Indians proceeded against Northampton, but finding the 
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inhabitants prepared against an attack, they turned their course towards 
Lancaster, excepting two hundred, who returued home in consequence of a 
quarrel about the division of spoiL Eatly in the morning of the 31st, they 
commenced a sudden and violent attack on the town. During the day four 
persons were killed, and the church, which escaped destruction in Philip"s 
war and was the first house of public worship in town, was burnt. Six other 
buildings and much of the live stock of the town were also destroyed. 

"On the 26th of October following," continues lVIr. Harrington, "there 
having been a party of the enemy discovered at Still River, (Harvard,) the 
soldiers and inhabitants belonging to the Rev. Mr. Gardner's Garrison, with 
divers others, went in quest of them; who returning in the evening, fatigned 
with the service of the day-Mr. Gardner, in compassion took the watch that 
night upon himself; and coming o,ut of the Box late at night, on some 
occasion, was heard by one between sleeping and 'Naking in the house, who 
supposing him an enemy, seized the first guu which came to hand, and shot 
him through the body in the Parade. 

" But the fatal mistake immediately appeared; and he being carried into the 
house, forgave the person that shot him; and in an hour or two expired, to 
the great grief not ouly of his consort, but of his people, who had an exceed-
ing value for him." 

In May, 1706, a new meeting-house, situated on what is now called the 
Old Common aud opposite to the second burying ground, was probably ' 
completed. 

The Records in Mr. Rowlandson's time, were, without doubt, consumed 
in his garrison, and as those in Mr. Whiting's day are not to be found, we 
have no account of the unmber of Commnnicants, or of Baptisms, from the 
founding of the Church to the ordination of Mr. Prentice, in 1708. 

In May, 1705, Mr. John Prentice, a native of Newton, and a graduate of 
Harvard University, 1700, commenced the supply of the pulpit and continued 
to preach until February, 1707, when he was invited to settle. He accepted 
the invitation and was ordained March 29th, 1708. 

On the same day, previous to his ordination, the members of the church 
subscribed their names to the covenant, which was the same probably as that 
in Mr. Whiting's and even in Mr. Rowlandson's time.* 

From the 15th of October, 1705, to the 5th of August, 1710, four persons 
were killed, two wounded, and three taken captive by the Indians; and the 
inhabitants were doubtless kept in a continual state of anxiety and alarm un-
til peace was concluded in 1713. 

*It was retained until November, 1793. Our limits will not admit its insertion 
It was, however, general in its nah1re, and did not contain the injunction of partieular 
doctrines as necessary to enable ont> to participate in the orrlinanres. The second 
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In 1733, from members of this church was formed a considerable part of 
the church in Harvard-in 1741, the church in Bolton-in 1743, in part, the 
church in Leominster-(aU these towns originally included in Lancaster, 
having been, from time to time, previously set off upon petition of their 
inhabitants)-aurl in 1744 the church in what had then been separated into a 
second precinct and is now the town of Sterling. 

A new church building was completed in 1743. It contained thirty-three 
pews on the lower floor with many of the long seats common at that day. 

Mr. Prentice died January 6th, 174t; aged 66. During his ministry of 
forty years 1593 were baptized and 331 admitted to the chureh. 

His successor, Timothy Harrington, born in Waltham, February lOth, 
1716, was a graduate of Harvard College, 1737, and preached at Swansey, 
New Hampshire, until the destruction of that town, and the dispersion ofthe 
inhabitants in April, 1747. He was installed at Lancaster, November 16th, 
1748. The sermoH was preached by Rev. John Hancock of Lexington, 
(father of Rev. John Hancock of Braintree, and grandfather of Governor 
Hancock .) 

Mr. Harrington died Dec. 18th, 1795, in the 80th year of his age. In his 
ministry of this church, 1531 were baptized and 478 admitted to the 
commuuioH. * 

article reads thus: "We also bind ourselves to bring up our children and servants [in 
the] knowledge and fear of God, by holy instructions according to our abilities, and in 
special by the use of Orthodox. catechism, [that] true religion may be maintained in 
our families while. we [live,] yea, and among such as shall live when we are dead and 
gone." 

What the standard of "Orthodox. catechism," was, may perhaps be inferred from 
the fact that March, 1731, the town voted to buy Rev. Pres. Samuel Willard's "Body 
of Divinity, to be kept in the meeting-house for the town's use, so that any person 
may come there and read therein as often as they shall see cause, and said book is not 
to be carried out of the meeting-house, at any time, except by order of the Selectmen, 
or the town. 

November, 1734. The church voted " that any desirous of admission to full com-
munion, scrupling his or her obligation to make a relation of his or her experience 
shall be informed by the pastor that the brethren do not insist upon that as a term of 
communion, but will take up and be satisfied with a written confession of their faith." 

*Mr. Willard, (to whose history, by his kind permission, we stand indebted for 
more in this Appendix 1han we can easily indicate hy the usual sign!',) speaking of the 
great changes which took place in the state of society in New England, during Mr. 
Harrington's ministry," when ancient simplicity was yielding to the alterations, if not 
the refinements, in manners, induced by a widening intercourse with the world, the 
increase of general intelligence, and the number of well educated men," remarks more 
particularly of the changes which took place in the Psalmody used in Lancaster. 

" I do not find that the intmduction of instrumental music as a part of public wor-
ship, or the change in the mode of singing, gave rise to any uneasiness in the parish. 
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On account of infirmity he had preached but little during the last five years 
of his life. From March, 1791, till the following spring, the pulpit was in 
part supplied, among others, by Messrs. Alden Bradford and Thaddeus M. 
Harris. June 3d, 1792, the town voted unanimously to concur with the 
church, in giving Mr. Nathaniel Thayer an invitation to be their minister, with 
a settlement of £200, and a salary of £90 during Mr. Harrington's life-time, 
and £120 ( $400) after his decease. (Afterwards increased.) Having 
accepted this invitation he was ordained as colleague pastor, October 9th, 
1793. The following was the order of services. Prayer, by Rev. Dr. Belk-
nap, of Boston. Sermon, by Rev. Dr. Osgood, of Medford, from Acts, xx., 
27. Ordaining Prayer, by Rev. Mr. Whitney, of Shirley. Charge, by 
Rev. Mr. Jackson, of Brookline. Right Hand of Fellowship, by Rev. Mr. 
Emerson, of Harvard. Concluding Prayer, by Rev. Dr. Clarke, of Boston. 

The building that had been used as a house for public worship from 1743, 
being old and inconvenient, the town voted, December 4, 1815, to erect a 
new one,-and the corner stone of the present edifice was laid July 9, 1816. 
The pastor first made an address on the occasion,-and after the 87th Psalm, 

(Except Mr. Wheelock to shake his l1ead. when the pitch pipe was sounded, and 
Thomas Holt would leave the house at the sound of the pitch pipe, or when 'Funeral 
Thought' was sung.) Not so, however, with the introduction of the 'New Version.' 
Many grieved because of the change, and two individuals proceeded further. 
The version of Sternhold and Hopkins, the first metrical version of the Psalms, in 
English, was never used in this town. This was not in high repute. Eliot, 'Velde, 
and Richard Mather, in 1639, attempted a translation, but their labors were not val-
ued; and President Dunster, the following year, was called upon to revise the collec-
tion. His improved version was the one in use in most of the New England churches 
for many years-and in Lancaster, till the time of Mr. Harrington. Probably about 
the year 1763, the collection by Tate and Brady was introduced. Early in 1665, a 
complaint was made that one of the members of the church, Moses Osgood, with his 
wife, Martha, had been absent from the communion service more than a year. On 
being inquired of by the church, why they absented themselves from the Supper, they 
sent a written reply, in which they say that the reason is, 'the bringing in of the New 
Version, as we think, not in a prudent and regular way. Also we find, in said Ver-
sion, such words and expressions as are unknown by us, so that we cannot sing with 
the understanding also. The composers of the said Version, we find, have taken too 
great a liberty to themselves, as we think, to depart from the scriptures. And as for 
the hymns taken from the other parts of the Bible, we know of no warrant in the Bible 
for them, and shall humbly wait on such as are the maintainers of them to produce and 
demonstrate the warrantableness for them from the Word of God. We are therefore 
waiting the removing or in some way or other the satisfying the above said doubts ; for 
they are a matter of grievance to us, and we think we are wronged in ?ur highest 
interest, &c.' " 

Belknap superseded Tate & Brady in this church. Greenwood's Collection was 
January 5, 1834, and is still in use. 
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Belknap's Collection, had been sung, in the tune of Old Hundred, prayed 
for the divine blessiug on their work. The corner stone was then laid, a 
silver plate with this inscription being placed beneath; "Fourth house built 
in Lancaster for the worship of God. Corner stone laid July A. D. 1816. 
May God make our way prosperous and give us good success. Rev. Nath'l 
Thayer, pastor of our church." 

January 1st, 1817. Agreeably to a vote of the town the new meeting-
house •vas dedicated. Introductory Prayer, by Rev. Mr. Capen of Sterling, 
" who also read the prayer of Solomon at the dedication of the temple." 
Dedicatory Prayer, by Rev. Dr. Bancroft of Worcester. Sermon, by the 
pastor, from Ephesians ii., 19, 20, 21, 22. Concluding Prayer, by Rev. 
Mr. Allen of Bolton. 

Dr. Thayer was born in Hampton, N.H., July lith, 1769, graduated at 
Harvard College, 1789, and died June 23d, 1840, in the 71st year of his age, 
anrl the 47th of his ministry.* 

In the course of his ministry, he baptized 1017, received into. the church 
388, married 1038, and buried 1130. 

Dr. Thayer's successor was the Rev. Edmund H. Sears, a native of 
Sandisfield, and a graduate of Union College, who, after pursuing his 
theological studies at Cambridge, settlerl in Wayland. Having accepted 
an invitation from this parish, he was installed December 23, 1840. The 
Order of Exercises was as follows : Introductory Prayer and Reading the 
Scriptures, by Rev. Mr. Hill, of Worcester. Hymn 222, (Greenwood's 
Coil.) Sermon, by Rev. Dr. Henry Ware, Jr. Hymn 534, Greenwood. 
Prayer of Installation, by Rev. Isaac Allen, of Bolton. Charge, by Rev. 
Mr. Lincoln, of Fitchburg. Fellowship of the Chmches, by Rev. R. P. 
Stebbinil. Address to the Society," by Rev. Chandler Robbins, of Boston. 
Concluding Prayer, by Rev. C. T. Thayer, of Beverly. In April, 1847, 
Mr. Sears resigned on account of ill health. During his ministry, 80 were 
baptized, 56 became communicants and 151 were buried. 

Mr. George M. Bartol, who was graduated at Brown University in 1842, 
and received his theological education at Cambridge, having been invited to 
the care of the church as his successor, was ordained August 4th. 1847, 

*It will be seen by referring to the dates, that the united ministries of Mr. Prentice 
and Mr. Harrington extended through nearly ninety years, that Dr. Thayer's settle-
ment exceeded forty-six, and that making allowance for the time the latter was col-
league with 1\:lr. Harrington, there was a period of 131 years, during which but ten 
months elapsed in which the church was without a settled minister. For some account 
of Dr. Thayer's life and character, see Rev. Mr. Hill's Discourse, and "Notices," 
by Dr. Parkman, in the Monthly Miscellany, August, 1840. 



ORDER OF EXERCISES AT THE ORDINATION. 

I. VOLUNTARY. 

II. INTRODUCTORY PRAYER, BY REV. MR. WHITE, OF LITTLETON. 

III. READING OF THE SCRIPTURES, BY REV. MR. HALE, OF WORCESTER. 

IV. HYMN. REV. DR. FROTHINGHAM. (Greenwood's Coli., 534.) 

"0 Gon, whose presence glows in .all," &c. 

V. SERMON, BY REV. C. A. BARTOL, OF BOSTON. 

VI. HYMN, REV. DR. FROTHINGHAM. 

0 LoRD of life and truth and grace, 
Ere nature was begun, 

Make welcome to om· erring race 
Thy Spirit and thy Son. 

We hail the Church, built high o'er all 
The heathen's rage and scoff, 

Thy Providence its fenced wall, 
" The Lamb the light thereof." 

Thy Christ hath reached his heavenly seat 
Through sorrows and through scars, 

The golden lamps are at his feet, 
And in his hand the stars. 

0 may he walk among us here, 
With his rebuke and love,-

A brightness o'er this lower sphere, 
A ray from worlds above. 

Teach Thou tl1y youthful servant, Lord, 
The mysteries he reveals, 

That reverence may receive the word, 
And meekness loose the seals. 

VII. PRAYER OF ORDINATION, BY REV. JOSEPH ALLEN, OF NORTHBORO'. 

VIII. RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP, BY REV. MR. THAYER, OF BEVERLY. 

IX. CHARGE, BY REV. li'LR. HILL, OF WORCESTER. 

X. HYMN. REV. DR. FROTHINGHAM. 

THE patriarch's dove, on weary wing, 
One leaf of olive found, 

Within the narrow ark to bring, 
'When all the world was drowned. 

7 

The dove of God, in happier hour, 
O'er Jordan's sweeter wave, 

In symbol showed the spirit's power, 
That all the earth would save. 



0 Lonl ! to this our sacred rite 
Such gracious tokens grant, 

As make thy temples, where they light, 
Thine arks of covenant. 
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And still on life's baptizing tide, 
Or sorrow's bitter sea, 

Descending peace be multiplied, 
And hallow hearts to Thee ! 

XI. CONCLUDING PRAYER, DY REV. MR. FROTHINGHAM, OF SALEM. 

XII. ANTHEM. 

"0 be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands," &c. 

XIII. BENEDICTION. 

tans JIDeo. 









.N. R. Fi8ke, l'riu/er, ll"o1·ce8/er. Prentiss, Del. &· Sc. 

rR011 NEAR THE RESIDENCE OF THE LATE DR. TIIA 
tlu;;gesteJ by tlle BiCentennial Ce leuratbn, June 15t,h, 1853. 













COl\11\fEMORA'fiON 

Two Htn1•lretltlt Anniversary of the Incorporation 
of Lnucuster. 

ORDER OF EXEReiSES IN THE MEETING MOUSE OF' TllE tlltS"ll' &RISK, 
Wednesday, .June 15, 1853. 

J. VOLUNTARY. 

II. INVOCATION. 

TIT. REA DING OF THE SCRIPTURES. 

IV. SJNCING.-LXXVllJ. PSALM OF DAVID. C. M. 

1. Let childreti'heur the mighty deeds 
Which God perform'd of old, 

Which in onr younger yeaT5 we saw, 
A nrl. which onr told. 

2. HP. bicb ns mttkP- his g-lorie:q known, 
His works of pow'r and grace ; 

we'll convey his wonders down. 
Through Pv'ry ri .. ;;ing race. 

3. Onr lips shn.H tell them to our sons. 
And they again to theirs, 

That generations yet unborn, 
May teach them to their heirs. 

4. Thus they shall learn, in God alone 
Their hope securely stands, 

That they may ne'er forget his 
Bnt practi0e his comnmnd::: .. 



V. PRAYER BY REV. C. T. THAYER, OF BEVERLY. 

VI. SINGING.-ODE, BY MISS HANNAH F . GOULD, OF 
NEWBURYPORT. 

1. l'he dark forest frowned o'er the_ unopened sod j 

The scene was a wilderness howli-ng, · 
With trails where tlw. wolf and the man-savage troll, 
Unknowing alike of their Maker and God; 

And each for his victim was prowling. 
Our anthems arise, where the air, 

Moaning, wailing, 
Hath shuddered the war-whoop to bear ! 

2. Our forefathers cried to the King they adored, 
"Jehovah our banner! Jehovah !" 

bowed at His throne in a holy accord; 
Then here bore for safety the Ark of the Lord, 

'.fhe drear ocean waste roaming over. 
Their harps, that had hushed on the wi-llows hung, 

Sounded, joyful, 
Till Nature's grand temple-arch nmg. 

3. Around their rude altar in trust as they kneeled, 
A guard of strong au gels attending, 

Spread o'er them, unseen, their bright wings, as a shield, 
Till darkness was chased by the Day-fount 

·with streams of a Light nmrer-ending. 
The desert was S\Yeetened with Sharon's Rose, 

Thornless, blooming, 
All fair and immortal that grows. 

4. '.fwo Centuries now hath our LANCAS'fER seen, 
And left not a cloud ou her story : 

With eye clear and beaming, her brow is serene; 
Her footsteps direct, and majestic her mien, 

While passing from glory to glory. 
Her jewels unblemished will yet be shown, 
• Shining, priceless, 
And numbered of God, as his own ! 



5. But how for her day she hath acted her part, 
With wisdom, and beauty, and fitness, 

For cultu re of earth-of the mind-of the heart; 
For Commerce and Sc!ence ; for Letters and Art., 

Let Heaven, Earth, and Sea, bear her witness ! 
Her children arise, and proclaim her blest ; 

Onward, upward! 
She points them, for honor and rest. 

G. l\1ay she, when her Aloe shall blossom anew
1 

New beauties and powers be unfolding, 
'Vith ever-fresh blessings like spring showers and dew ; 
Aud we, to whom earth must be then but ?·eview, 

The lilies unearthly beholding; 
For circling to-day our old Home he..arth-stone, 

Stronger, brighter, 
Our ties, where no parting is 

VJJ. ADDRESS, BY JOSEPH Wif..,LARD. ESQ., OF BOSTON. 

VIII. PRAYER. 

IX. SINGING.-CVIJ. PSALM OF DAVID. L . M. 

1. 'Vhere nothing dwelt hut beasts of prey, 
Or men as fier.ce and \Vild as they ; 
God bids th' opprest and poor repair, 
And builds them towns and cities thet'e. 

2. They sow the fields,. and trees they plant, 
Whose yearly fruit supplies their want : 
Their race grows up from fruitful stocks, 
Their wealth increases with their 

3. The righteous, with a joyful sense, 
Admire the works of providence ; 
And wise observers still shall find 
The Lord is holy, just, and kind. 

X. BENEDICTION. 







[For the Boston Cou:ier.] 
The annexed copy of a speech dtlivered yesterday 

in our Town-House, by one of our oldest inhabitants, 
(whose ancestors have resided in this town,) I enclose 
to you, on account of the originality of its ideas, and 
the rich expressions contained therein. 

Great excitement hus prevailed in this town on ac-
. •m1;t of thP School C m i tee's A.nm al Rel_)ort, re-
commending the abol "'•me of two District Schools, 
and in nlace thereof, a high tax to support IIiyh 
Schools, which were· to be placed at a very inconven-
ient distance from the doomed districts. Under these 
circumstances, every one seemed inclined to express 
his opinion in the Town-House, and some very racy 
speeches were the consequence. The annexed was 
written off in the Town-House, and the writer, al-
though on the opposite side of the house to the 
speaker, took particular pains to note eonectly the ' 
words which flowed from the venerable gentleman's 
mouth. It is only to be regretted, that aU other town 
reports of selectmen, committees, &c., are not printed 1 

before the assembling of the c"itizens in their hall, 
and distributed to every family, as the School Com-
mittee's Report is. ..Were we without a printing of-
fice, it would be excusable ; but we have already one 
printing-office, a weekly journal published, and the 

I prospects of the establishment of a good lVhi:; pape1· 
, in the central part of the town, in a very short time. 

Should you find room in your crowded columns, 
pray give this a place, as I think it will be acceptable 
.,o many of you,r readers. L. B. D. S. R. 

1 LANCASTER, April 11th, 1848. 
\ 

"What can. be more important for us, when we 
meet together, tl1 an to devise ways and means for the 
training up of our children in the way they should 
go. It is for our individual, social, and national pros-
perity. "\Ve ought to keep the fountain of sovereign-
ty as pure a.<> possible, and teach the young idea how 
t" shoot. On this question I claim a Nivilcge to 
speak and act, being the oldest man in the M;use, and 
not only born in thi!s town, but my father, gTand-
father, and great-grandfather, I believe,-for the 

) Town Clerk has told me (from the access he has had 
to the old records) that my name was among the 
first settlers of the town. 'Vere my living descend-
ants here present, I should have the pleasure of vot-
ing with my grandchildren on this important ques-
tion. 

Elderly people arc apt to be tenacious of their an-
cient land-marks, rights and privileges, habits and 
customs, and they do not like to give up their old 
school-districts. How were our fathers and their 
children qualified to do much of any thing? They 
gained their independ :mce, rights and liberties. "\Ve 
have. had self-taught qen. Varnum, 



,l 

..._ uclieve, never went tlll'ough cnliegc, but went to 
J Congress, and was Speaker of th 1 ·., ' 'e. I will men-
1 tiona man of this town, •vho, wh" 1 1ving, was about 
my age. ·when you•1g he had little or no chance for 
schooling, but he improved daylight,candle-light and 
torch-light in his studies, to acquire an education, and 
after he came to this to·wn, he received a Justice's 
commission, and went to General Court repeatedly. 
He told me that when on committees, they would put 
it on him to cast up accounts, as he was expert in 

I figures ; he was a ready and good penman, correct 
speller, and used good language ; he was qualified for 

I business, and did a good deal of it. That man's name 
was J. F., Sen., Esq. He was a self-taught man, and 
I would give more for one self-taught man, than: I 
would for twenty educated things. 

The convention that framed our Federal Constitu-
tion were not all college-learnt men-yet they were 
as ·;vise and patriotic an assembly of sages as ever 
adorned a ·convention hall. I would raise money 

1 eno!.lgh to qua.L·.,l e male ch:ld for mP.n, 
' and even f1mctia11aries, and also for governing the 
plough handles with as much skill and pleasure as 
did Cincinnatus, the Roman General. But there ap-
pears to be a high fever at the present day for build.-
ing Babels, and we are called upon to establish High 
Schools to learn the confounded I have 
heard it predicted that the High Schools would take 
place in -tlrts t vn in five years ! If any should say 
that there would be a tall educating ladder erected, 
and our children sent up to the moon, and there kiss 
the old man, I will not gainsay him. If such a tour 
could be effected, and return made with intelligence 
how to prevent tlw potato rot, it would be a valuable 
acquisition. 

The wise man has told us that man is grass ; we 
find by observation that one species of vegetation 
will take the place of another, and we hope that 
there will be wheat enough brought into Lancaster to 
root out all the tares. 

It has been a question in my mind whether I in-
vented a blessing or a curse to the country, when I 
set up the power loom,ancl wove thirty yards of good 
shirting cloth from yarn spun in Clintonville. It 
was done by turninrr a crank, as it was calculated to 
go by water. This done about thirty-nine years 
ago. That loom has become the mother of villages, 
and one enti,·e city; and is in exercise for giving laws 
to Lancaster and the country. 

If I had the money which I might have made by 
that invention, I would give money to every town 
in the state to educate their children in the outside· 
districts. I will stop, for I do not expect to gain our 
point by a multitude of words, nor to loose it by long 
speeches. 



ch1 
11.Ut ' f .t C:Rty l(•Uil s ,.,,. ....... _.. Mr. illard hai! en-
tered llis ninety-fifth yec.r in the full enjoyment of his 
mental faculties, and wit.h an intellect yet unclouded. 
l{e wields the -pen readily and with vigor, and seeks 
enjoyment in society, reading, or a game of whist. His 
hearing is somewhat impaired and he walks with diffi-
culty, but occasionally enjoys a ride in the open air. 

Mrs. Goodhue is in her ninety-first year, and retains 
her youthfulness and all her faculties, except hearing, 

• to a remarkable degree. Her beautiful auburn hair 
remains unsilyered; she is still an interesting corres-
pondent, and her c:!J.irograpby is round and fair,-al-
moat unchanged in three-quarters of a century. Her 
eyesight remains perfect, and the most exquisite speci-
mens of her needlework and embroidery -are not un-
frequently presented to a friend, who will long pre-
serve and cherish them as valuable and interesting 
mementoes. 

She is an exemplification of all the Christian virtues; 
is always cheerful and fond of society, and seems now 
in the full enjoyment of a green old age. And thus 
surrounded by kind children and friends, these vener-
able relics of another age seem destined to glide gently 
down t.he tide of time until their ashes shall mingle 
with those of their fathers. 

Some twenty-three or twenty-four years since, Mr. 
Munners, then British Consul at Boston, came to Lan-
caster in search of a summer residence for his family, 
observing to a friend that he was induced to locate in 
Lancaster, as his government had learned that here 
people lived forever. Mr. Manners was delighted with 
the beautiful scenery and natural resources of Lancas-
ter, and in company with eeveral other distinl!uisbed 
gentlemen, among whom \Vere William Shaler, Esq., 
(then residing at Lancaster,) formerly Consul at Al-
giers, and since Consul at Havana. and William Lee, I 
EEq., late of Boston, formerly Consul at Bordeaux, ' 
they passed several summers here in social intercourse 
and enjoyment, finding ample means for indulging in 
refined tastes and recreations. Delightful drives were 
daily enjoyed through the cool and shady groves which 
abound in the vicinity, and which were a constant 
theme for praise. 

The hills and woods were ranged for gtme-the 
N ashaway River and our numerous well stored 
ponds, were frequently laid under contribution to sup-
ply the table with substantials for a chowder party of 
thil'tY or forty friends, who were gathered in a de-
lightful grove on the margin of some pond, to 
do justice to unsurpassed cookery, and sing the praises 
of old Lancaster, to whom nature has been so bounti· l 
ful in her gifts. 

of these worthies-peace to their a!hes!-ha.ve I 
gone to their long home, but the charming scenery, 
the windings of the graceful Nashaway, the numer-

, ous crystal ponds, and to crown all, the many delight-
ful groves, and the hundreds of majestic and lofty elms t 
which are here scattered in such profusion, are still 1 
remembered by thost- who in years long past loved 
seek pure air, to brace the listless nerve, and look for 
f1·eedom from all cares in a few weeks recreation in 
old Lanc.1sro . OLD TL'IlES. . 

I 
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Design of the Institute. 
This Seminary is a school of Departments, under separate instructors, 

and is designed for the professional training of Teachers, of both sexes, for 
the duties of instruction in elementary schools, public or private, high 
schools, and academies. As a private establishment,-unrestricted by State 
regulations,-it is open to persons of the age of sixteen, from all parts 
of New England, or the other States of the Union, and to individuals 
wishing to devote attention to any branch of education, at their own option, 
for a limited time, as well as to those who desire the advantage of a full 
progressive course of instruction and stuJy, for successive years. 

Calendar. 
The Academic year is divided as follows : the Winter Term, of four-

teen weeks, commencing on the Monday of the week following Thanks-
giving in Massachusetts; the Spring- Term, of fourteen weeks, commencing 
on the last Monday in March; the Frdl Term, of fourteen weeks, com-
mencing on the second Monday of August. 

Board of Management. 
The general affairs of the Institute, are nnJer the control of the Board 

of Management, consisting of the Prudential Committee and the Board of 
Instruction. 

Departments, Instructors, and Terms of Tuition. 
ELOCUTION, including Reading and \VILI.JAM Rus-

SELL, Principal : Mr. LEVI W. RusSELL, Assistan< Teacher.-Ttrms nf Tuition, 
tor each session of fourteen weeks, $4,00. 

RHETORIC, inclurling Grammar and Compos ition,-Profe!'snr· WILI.IAJ\l Rus-
SELL, Principal: Mr. LEVI W. RusSEI"L' A ssistant T eacher.-Terms as above . 

MATHEMATICS.-GEORGE S. HouGHTON, Principal.-To·ms, for the ELE-
1\IENTARY COURSF., including Arithmetic, $4,00; 
for the INTERM1': DJATE CouRSE, including Algebra, Plane and Solid Geometrv, 
and Natural Philosophy, $4,00; and for the ADVANCED CotTRSE, includin<Y An;.-
lytic Geometry, Trigonometry, Surveying, and Astronomy, $4,00. " 



LATIN AND GREEK LA.NGUAGEs,-H. C. KIMBALL, A.M., Hat·vard College, 
Principal.-Terms, $4,00, each language. Students of the Special Course, (noc 
studying in othet• departments,) $8,00. 

MoDERN LANGUAGES, including French, German, and ltalian,-Pt·ofessor 
HERMANN KRUSI, Principal.-Terms, 4,00, each language. Students of the Spe-
cial Cout·se, $8,00. 

N ATUR.AL SciENCES, including Geology and Mineralogy, Chemistry, Phvsi-
ology, Botany, &c., SANBORN TEI'Il\ EY, A, .B., Amhet·st College, Principal,-Terms, 
$4,00, each branch, including the double Course of Lectures and Instruction. 

AND PERSPECTIVE DRAWlNG,-ProfessorHERMANN KRUSI, 
Teacher.-Temts, $4,00, each of the two courses ; for students of the Special 
Course, $8,00. 

VocAL Al'ID INSTRUMENTAL MusJc,-Mr. OsGOOD COLLESTER, Teacher.-
Terms, in the former of these lminches, proportioned to the numbet· of students in a 
class ; iu the latter, $12,50, a course of twenty lessons. 

PtcNMANSHlP,-l\1r. ALGERNON P. SHATTUCK, Teacher.-Terms, Elementat·y 
Course, :!j;l,50 ; Course, $2,50. 

LECTURES ON PHYSIOLOGY, 1llHI o1her subjects in their respective uepart-
meuts, are given at during the sessiou. A course on English Literature 
and on History, on Morle» of Educa 1 and l\1 ethods of Instruction, and on Intel-
lectual and !\I oral and Logie, as connected with the business of Teach-
ing, is also given by the Direelor·. 

BoARDING, in the vicini1y nf rhe from $2,00 to $2,50 a week. 
Arrangements are mude for the acconlmodation of boarding clubs. 

Ineidental connected with the Neminary, 25c. a term. 
NOT E.-Terms, in all dC'partments, payable in ndvance. 

The Institute, having, through the liberality of the friends of educa-
tion, in its vicinity, been placed on a permanent footing, and ample arrange-
ments having been made for agreeable boarding accommodations, the Board 
of Management present, with pleasing anticipations, the claims of the 
Institute on the attention of all persons desiring a thorough course of train-
ing- for the business of teaching, or opportunities peculiarly favorable for 
enjoying the benefits of a superior education. 

To persons at a distance from our locality, it may not be inappropriate 
to mention the peculiar advantages of the Institute, as regards healthful 
situation, quiet anJ retirement, and beauty of scenery. Individuals who 
wish to enjoy a residence in the country, during the summer season, 
in connection with mental recreation, will find favorable opportunities in 
the public lectures and general exercises of the Institute, or in the depart-
ments of elocution, English literature, modern languages, natural history, 
and drawing, in any of which, as well as in mathematics and the Greek 
and Latin languages, private instruction may be obtained. 

Lancaster, Mass., 30 September, 1854. 

Fo1· the Prudential Committee, 
J. L. S. THOMPSON, M.D. 
F(w the Board of lnst1·uction, 

WiLLIAM RU:::\SELL, DIRECTOR. 



Qt. Jnrmal 
LANCASrl'ER, 1\IIASS. 

DESIGN OF THE INSTITUTE. 

'l'Ht:; Seminary is conducted on the plan of a Teachers' Ir.stitute, in permanent 

session, and is designed for the professional training of persons of both sexes, for the 
dutie:; of instruction in elementary schools, public or private, high schools, and 

academics. As a private establishment,- unrestricted by State regulations,- it is 
open to persons of the age of sixteen, and of certified moral character, from any 
part of New England, or the other States of the Union. Students may cuter at any 

stage oftheir educational progress, and give their attention, for a limited time, to 
whatever branches (not less than two in number) they prefer. Those who desire 

it, can enjoy the advantage of a full progressive course of preparatory study, for 
snccei'sive years. 

CALENDAR. 

The Academic Year is divided as follows: The Winter Term, offourteen 
commencing on the Mouday of the week following Thanksgiving in Massachusetts; 

The Spring Term, of fourteen weeks, commencing on the last Monday in March ; 
The Fall 'ferm, of fourteen weeks, commencing on the second Monday of August. 

HOARD OF MANAGEMENT. 

'Phe general affairs of the Institute, are ttnder the control of the Board of Manage-
ment, c::onsisting of the Prudential Committee and the Board of Instruction. 

DEPARTMENTS, INSTRUCTORS, AND 'fERMS OF TUITION. 

RHETORICAL AND ELocuTIONARY DEPll TMENTs, including Grammar, Rhetoric, 
Composition; Reading, Elocution, and Declamation: Professor RussELL, 
Principal; Mr. LEVI W. RussELL, Assistant Teacher.- TERMS OF TuiTION, fol' 
each session of fourteen weeks, $4,00 for one Department; $6,00 for two. 

MATHElllATICAL DEPARTMENT, including Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry, and 
Trigonometry: Professor Knusr,* PrincipaL-TERMS, $4,00. 

*Formerly lustJ·uctor in the Mathematical De]Jnrtruent of the" Home and Colonial" Normal Sem-
inflry, London. 



LATIN AND GnEE:Ic LANGUAGES: H. C. KrMllALJ. 1 A.M., Harvard 

Princip(d.-TERMS, $4,00 for one language, or $6,00 for two. 

MoDERN LANGUAGEs, including French, German, ·and Italian: Professor HER-

MANN Kni.isi, Principal; Mrs. C. T. SYMMES, Assistant Teacher. -TEnw;;, 9:-1,00 

for one language, or $6,00 for two. 
NATURAL SciENCEs, including Geology and Mineralogy, Physical Geography, 

Natural Philosophy, Chemistry, Physiology, and Botany: TENNEY, A.B., 

Amherst College, P1·incipal; I... S. BuRBANK, Assistant.- TERMS, $4,00 for one 

branch, $2;oo for each additional. 
INVENTIVE, PERSPECTIVE, AND LANDsCAPg DRAWU\G: Professor H t.RMANN 

Knusi, Principal; Mrs. C. T. SYMMES, Assistant.- TERMs, $4,00 for one branch, 

S6,00 for two. 
PENIIIANSHtP, Mr. ALGERNON P. SHATTI:CK, TeachC?·.- TEHMs, Elem eutal'y 

Course, $1,50; Teachers' Course, $2,50. 
LECTURES on Physiology, byJ. L. S. TnoMPSON, 1.\'I. D.; on Geology aud Botauy, 

by SANBOnN TENNEY, A. B., and on English Literature and General History, J,r 
Professor RusSELL, are given weekly, or at stated intervals. 

EDUCATIONAL CouRSE, comprising a series of Lectures, by Professor RussEJ.L, 

on the duties of Teachers, and on the Elements of Intellectual Philosophy and Logic, 

in connection with the Theory of Education, and the Processes of Iustrnctiuu. 

BoARDING, in the vicinity of the Institute, from $2,25 to $2 ,75 a w·ecl<. CoHvc-

nieut rooms can be obtained, on reasonable terms, by students wLo wish to board 

themselves. 
Incidental E:r:penses, connected with the Seminary, 25 cents a term. 

nTttition, in all Departments, payable on the second Monday l!f' each 'lim n. 

The Institute having, through the liberality of the of education in its vi-
cinity, been placed on a permanent footing·, and the rates of tuition modified accord-
ingly, the Board of Management present, with increased confid ence, the 

the Institute on the attention of persons desiring a thorough course of training for 
the business of teaching·, or wishing to improve peeuliar opportunities for eujoyi,,g 

the benefits of a superior education. 

Private ins truction, in any Department, may be obtained by arrangeme nts ull.ldc 

with the Teachers. 
F'o1· the Prudential Committee, 

J. L. S. THOMP:::iOl'l, M.D. 
For the Board of Insl1'1cction, 

WILLIAM 
Lancaster, Ma8s. , l5th .lnne, 1851>. 
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A Memorial Hall. 
To the Editors of the Boston Daily Adverti$er:-

1 The subject of a suitable monument to the memory 
of those who have fallen in the late war has exercised 
the invtmtion and ingenuity of many _persons of taste 
and feeling in most of the towns and cities of New 

I England. How shall we do honor to the brave who 
have gone, without exciting anything but respect and 
admiration in the hearts of those who r8main? What 
and where shall the monument be? Sit all it be a 
plain column, a. pillar, pyramid or obelisk, serene in 
its simplioity? or shall it be an ornamented ,shaft 
with a tasteful capital? or a Greek altar, load ad with 

j wreaths chaplets, like some of the beautiful 
j m Mount Auburn? or a triumphal Roman 
I arch, rich inside and outside with inscriptions and 
j figures? or an elaborate monument, with heads and 

full length figures, grand and imposing, like the 
splendid composition designed by Miss Hosmer for 
Linooln, poetical, costly, and in the highest degree 
artistic? Each one of these must have stood in the 
open air, in some place inconvenient and uno::>mfort-
able to examine in mid-winter or in the of 
summer, when people have most leisure to look about 
or it must have occupied a lar,e space in some church 

I or public ball. 
Should H be a tablet on a wall in a ohureh like that 

exquisito one just erected in King's Chapel, to be 
seen on Sunda.ys or on to sexton, or 
shall it be in a court or town hoase, to be seen on 
court days or election days? 

Should the tablet be a plain marble slab, with 
simple names, dates and inscriptions? or a tablet or-
namented with hatchments, esoutoheons, arms, crests, 
shields, swords? 

Shall it be in some frequented place where one 
could not remain long without fear of interrupting or 
being interrupted; or in some sheltered place, made 
for the express purpose, but with which may be as-
sociated other objects elevating, soothing or instruc-
tive? 

On the centre of the rear wall, opposite the en-
trance, in the principle apartment, marble tablets will 

[· ontain the names of all citizens of the town who r ave fallen in the war, with suitable commemorative 
· inscriptions. This room is to be finished in an octa-
gon form, as a libra.ry, the w:a.lls to be occupied by 
shelves for books, and the small triangular rooms 
made of the four cornera, to be also furnished with 
shelves and used as reading rooms. The rooms 
iu front of the library, on either side of the entrance 
hall, to be for the town offioer3 and for the librarian. 

The space above these front rooms, in the next 
1 story, to be arranged as a leo ture room, tho walls 

being occupied with shelves or caseil for collections. 
The Memorial Hall will be beautifully situated, on 

a gentle elevation in the centre of the town, near the 
post-office, the bank and the churches, and command-
ing views on the north and of the Harvard and 

1 Bolton Hills, on the south and west of the beautiful 
val.ley of the Nashua, with lt8 cultivated fields and 

t tahteful habitations, rich meadows, and the stately 
hickories and magnificent elms, for which the town 
has always been famous, beyond all which towers 

1'he lot, of one or two ac res, on the front edge of 
which the Memorial Hall is to stand, is to be laid out 

I and planted with young trees of every species found 
native in New England, and with all the various 

, shrub ' and undershrube. 
The library will be, as it should be, in a. central, 

pleasant situation. It should be renuered attractive. 
What better can be done to render it so, than tv have 

'it in a cheerful room, well ventilated and weU light-
ed, and in cold weather well warmed, with little 
rooms, each with its window, for solitary -reading? 
What better adjunct to a library than oollectionil of 
the stones, minerals, shells, birds, insect!, and other 
.natural objeots of interest, inside th6 building, 
and, outside, living specimens of all our trees and 
shrubs, the most beautiful and the most various to be 
found native in any country in the temperate zones! 

How will it strike strangers? 
I have not seen or heard of any plan elsewhere ' A person from a. distance, perhaps one born in the 

which gives a. more satisfactory answer to these town, comes to visit it. He wishes to see the manu-
questions than one which has been proposed and is / meat of a. friend of his childhood who fell for his 
about to be executed by the citizens of that mother of , oountry. He inquires for the place, and find3 it the 
towns, time-honored Lancaster. A friend has shown 1 most delightful in town, and that the patriotic citi-
me the plans and explained tha design of a. memorial i zens have embalmed the memory of the hero, by sur-

. hall to be erected in the centre of that pleasant old 
town. The question was how shall they do perpetual 
honor to the dead and, at the same time, benefit, in 
the highest degree, the living of the present and of 
future generations? 

After full consideration and discussion, the citizens 
have, with great unanimity, resolved to erect a 
m )dest building, to be called Memorial Hall, but 
which shall serve as a Town Library, and shall furnish 
reading rooms, rooms for the town offioers, for col-
lections in natural history and a lecture room. 

rounding the nama and the inscription which will 
carry it down to posterity, with all that is most agree-
able for the present and most auspicious for the future. 
He reads on the commemorative tablet the date and 
place of the battle in which his friend fell. 
ITe finds, in an a,djoi.ning a.lcove, a volume 
which gives an account of that bat.tle and a history of 
the events of which it formed an important part. He 
has an hour to spare, and seats himself, by a pleasant 
window, to read an interesting ohapter in the history 
of his friend and of his country. 



He strolls into the grounds, and is agreeably sur· 
prised to find there specimens of all the trees he once 
knew, with its name nicely ticketed. He is 
delighted thus to learn, at last, the name of many an 
old friend of his childhood, whom he had kr.own 

1 

by 
sight in the woods and now finds introduced to him 
in the good company of many others he now sees for 
the 'first time a.a denizens of the rests of this or 
other parts of the State. Or, if he be inclined 
to prolong his stay, he sees, in one of 
th9 a.n arranged and labelled 
collecl.ion of specimens of all the rocks and minerals 
of the town and country; in another, all the birds 
that tarry there for the summer or visit th., woods in 
the neighborhood, on their way to distant region!! 
North or South. In one set of drawers be finds, 
under gla. s, all butterflies; in another, the insects 
injurious to vegstation, in their various forms of 
grub, caterpillar, chrysalis and perfect fly; in another 
the shell:! of the streams, lakes and land; and he 
wonders there a.re so m:1ny. On the label of each 
specimen he finds a reference to volumes, to be found l near at baud, in which they are described and their 
history is given. 

He camt> to look for a memorial of his 1 ost friend 
He finds his monument surrounded by memorials of 
the formation but curious and wonderful beauties of 
God's creation. He came an a.ffeotiona.te man, a. lover 
of the friends of his childhood, but perhaps a thought 
less or unobservant traveller. He goes away graver 
a.nd wiser, with bright purposes rising in his thought-
of beautifying, in this noble style, his new home in 
a. distant, State, in the valley of the Mil!sissippi or on 
the coast of tho Pacific. Jltl IJ U4'G. B. E. 
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ADDRESS. 

MY FRIENDS,- For such I feel that I may address you, one 
and all,- here in this charming valley, surrounded by those 
hills over which are drawn waving lines of beauty, crowned 
queen among the valleys with living green and golden sun-
shine, we have met together; some to whom this is their first 
and only home, others having here their · chosen residence, 
some returning to the loved place of their nativity, others who 
have here taught or studied and lived, others still comparatively 
strangers; yet all of us attracted by objects that themselves 
bind us in common ties, and make us one in mutual regard and 
friendship. 

It has been said of some of our States, that they were good 
places in which to be born, but not to live. But even the 
stranger, as he looks upon these lovely scenes, must admit that 
this is a goodly land in which to dwell; and that he must be hard 
to please, if not guilty of great ingratitude, who cannot here find 
a happy abode. For my own part, I must say-pardon me, if 
it be egotistically- that, though my lot has been mostly cast in 
some of the pleasantest places by the sea, and for a long period 
amid many of the most beautiful and interesting regions across 
the ocean and in the old world, I can truly and from the heart 
say,-

'' Where'er I roam, whatever realms to see, 
My heart untravelled fondly turns to thee,"-

To thee, the home of my infancy and youth, where first I 
breathed the breath of life, on which my eyes first opened, and 
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on which they have never ceased to rest with delight. And 
now, through the public spirit, generosity, and excellent taste 
of the citizens, has been added to it the new charm of a 
noble memorial of the patriotic dead, coupled with an in-
tellectual mine of inexhaustible and immeasurable wealth, 
which shall improve and bless the present and succeeding 
genm·ations. 

The interest taken in this enterprise is indicated and testified 
to by the numbers I now see before me. Probably, on no for-
mer occasion has so large an audience been assembled on this 
green, unless it were when Lafayette, our country's great bene-
factor, was welcomed as the nation's guest. The arch under 
which he was received was but an emblem of that in the heart 
of the whole country, spanning, like'· the vault of heaven, the 
entire land. Many present, I am sure, will agree with me in 
wishing that the clear, deep, sonorous voice which gave him 
welcome, that of the minister of this church, the only place of 
worship at that time in the town, might be heard here and 
now. Certain I am, that, if heard at all, it would be uttered 
in entire accordance with the purposes of this assembling, and 
would be in tones of rejoicing that any of his children should 
take a part, however humble, on this occasion. 

Two objects are em braced in it. The £rst is to dedicate a 
suitable and grateful memorial of your brave fellow-citizens, 
who at their country's call, and in the ardor of patriotic impulse, 
went forth from among you, life in hand, ready to peril life 
and all they held dear on earth, to do and die, and actually did 
lay down their own lives for the saving of that of the nation. 
This is in singular and beautiful harmony with the call which 
within a fe IY weeks has sounded through the length and breadth 
of our land; and been instinctively, as it were, and so cordially 
and universally responded to, for decorating with flowers the 
graves of soldiers and heroes fallen in the great civil conflict 
through which we have lately passed. A spirit like that ex-
pressed in the lines of one of England's most gifted poets, Mrs. 
Hemans, seems in response to that call to have possessed the 
hearts of our people : -
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" Bring flowers, pale flowers, o'er the to shed, 
A crown for the brow of the early dead. 
For this through its leaves hath the white rose burst, 
For this in the woods was the violet nursed. 
Though they smile in vain for what once was ours, 
They are love's last gift : bring ye flowers, pale flowers." 

The general burst of enthusiasm with which the sacred rite 
was performed, answered well to the glowing words, in which 
General Logan, commander of the Grand Army of the Repub-
lic, in an order designating the thirtieth day of May last, for 
strewing with flowers, or otherwise decorating, the graves of 
comrades who died in defence of their country, says, "If other 
eyes grow dull, and other hands slade, and other hearts cold in 
the solemn trust, ours shall keep it well as long as the light and 
warmth of life remain to us. Let us then, at the time appoint-
ed, gather around their sacred remains, and garland the passion-
less mounds above them with the choicest flowers of spring-
time ; let us raise above them the dear old flag they saved from 
dishonor; let us in this solemn presence renew our pledges 
to aid those whom they have left among us, a sacred charge 
upon a nation's gratitude, the soldier's and sailor's widow and 
orphan." 

I rejoice that similar demonstrations of feeling and taste were 
made for those who were arrayed and fell in the hostile ranks. 
Though foes for a time, they yet were our countrymen, our 
fellow-countrymen. Some of them were forced into a service, 
which at heart they despised and detested ; others being de-
luded by bad counsels, or swayed by prejudice, or acting and 
fighting from honest and strong <!onviction; while others there 
may have been, and I think were, actuated by ambitious, selfish, 
cruel motives, to whose names, however we may forgive them 
in our hearts or commend them to the mercy of God, will ad-
here a cleaving curse. Still the late floral solemnities are to be 
rejoiced in, as indicating progress in real sentiment and refined 
taste. Whether observed in relation to victors or vanquished, 
they may be hailed as harbingers of a brighter and better day, 
when the amenities and arts of peace shall be cultivated and 
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exercised, and higher refinement and elevation of character be 
attained. J\Iy friend Professor Russell, whom for all but "the 
critic's eye" I am happy to see with us to-day, many years ago, 
-neither he nor myself might care to say definitely how many,-
in one of his elocutionary lessons (from which, if all his pupils 
had been as apt to learn as he was to teach, you might at this time 
be gainers), remarked, that a great defect in the American 
mind was a want of emotional cultivation. In his native Scot-
land, he said, it was common for parents, even the inhabitants 
of humble cottages, to call forth their children to admire and 
receive permanent and deep impressions of the beauties and 
sublimities of nature. Not so was it then with us. But, while 
there has since been an improved appreciation of what is inter-
esting and exciting in natural objects, dull and· slow of heart 
must we have been, if, amid all the stirring, trying scenes 
through which in the last few years we have passed, we have 
not had our souls moved to their lowest deeps, and had a 
depth and power of emotion, patriotic, moral, and religious, 
to which before we were utter strangers. This anniversary of 
the ever-memorable battle of Bunker Hill, so fraught with 
strong, patriotic, and, if rightly viewed, pious emotion, has been 
most appropriately selected for these commemorative and dedi-
catory services. Many circumstances combined to render that 
battle a grand event and turning point in the history, not of our 
country only, but of the world. Considered merely as a mili-
tary drama, it was one of the most dramatic ever presented to 
human view. As, lately, I stood on an elevation overlooking 
the principal scenes connected with it, and recurred in thought 
to what they who stood on the 17th of J unc, 1775, must 
have witnessed, I was struck anew with the impression that, for 
grandeur and effect, it could scarcely, if ever, have been ex-
ceeded. There, on that height, which, for what was suffered and 
achieved, may well be to us a :Mount of remembrance, was the 
small band,- behind intrenchments, which like Jonah's gourd 
had sprung up in a night,- assailed by deadly missiles from bat-
teries and vessels of war. Then there were mustering of troops 
o'n Boston Common, and marching to the points of embarka-
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tion, and gathering on the eastern point of the peninsula of 
Charlestown, all clad in brilliant military trappings and burn-
ished armor. All the surrounding dwellings and hill-tops, 
meanwhile, were crowded with earnest, anxious spectators of 
the great tragedy to be enacted. Forward! the order was given, 
when the proud host advanced; and at the moment of assured 
triumph they were met by a reserved fire, which, while con-
signing many brave officers and men to their last account, pro-
duced a recoil which even the bravest could not withstand. 
The discomfited were rallied, only to be ' again clriven back 
'vith dreadful shedding of blood and loss of life. Once more, 
with ranks re-inforced and vastly superior numbers, they re-
turned to the charge and succeeded in driving from their in-
trenchments those who, with exhausted ammunition, could only 
resist them with the butts of their muskets, and a resolute will. 
Meantime Charlestown had been fired by the enemy, and the 
flames and smoke and crackling of fires mingled with the over-
hanging clouds and awful din of battle. For miles around this 
scene of smoke and flame, and dread conflict was beheld; and 
where not seen, was heard and felt in the roar of musketry and 
cannon, so as to be accounted, especially with the great issues 
impending, among the most impressive events of war. 

On 'that literally "high place of the field," many good and 
brave men acted and fell. From this town one, David Rob-
bins, was killed on the spot; and another, Robert Phelps, died 
of his wounds soon after the battle. But then and there, chief 
among the sacrifices laid on the altar of their country, was 
General Joseph vV arren. Distinguished in his youth by fine 
physical and mental endowments, 1he youth was significant of 

· the man. There is a tradition, received from some of the 
older inhabitants, in which I am confirmed by one here present, 
who is not likely to be found at fault in traditionary lore, that 
during his collegiate course at Cambridge, he taught a district 
school of this town. Certain it is, that at the age of nineteen 
years he was appointed master ,of the grammar school in Rox-
bury, which he conducted with marked success. By education a 
scholar, by profession a physician, fitted by natural and acquired 
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gifts to be eminent and successful in the profession of his choice, 
and having actually attained honorable distinction in it, he was 
impelled by his ardor as a patriot, and the claim urged by his 
fellow-countrymen on his acknowledged and great abilities, to 
devote himself mainly to the absorbing civil interests of the 
time. The superiority he displayed in these, as in other 
respects, is sufficiently proved by the remark of John Adams, 
that he regarded him, and his compatriot, Josiah Quincy, as 
two of the ablest and most accomplished men then living. On 
the 5th of March, 1775, the anniversary of the Boston mas-
sacre, which was celebrated in the Old South meeting-house, 
he was the orator. Revolutionary discussions, agitations, and 
events were rapidly approaching a crisis. Just as the exercises 
were about commencing, the patriot, Samuel Adams, of whom 
with good reason it has been affirmed, that he, more than any 
other man, commanded our nation into existence, who pre-
sided, was informed, in tones of hurry and alarm, that many 
British officers were at the doors, viewing themselves, no doubt, 
in duty bound to preserve peace and order, and guard against, 
and, if need be, suppress, sedition and rebellion. "\Vith the 
utmost calmness and urbanity he replied, "Invite the gentlemen 
in;" at the same time ordering that the front seats should be 
cleared for their accommodation. Not feeling at liberty to 
decline so bland an invitation, in they came; and there they 
sat in the midst of that vast and crowded assembly, listening in 
all probability to as close preaching as ever issued from the Old 
South pulpit. Warren commenced his oration by announcing 
as his subject, " The Danger of Standing Armies in Time of 
Peace,"- a rather bold announcement, considering that Boston 
was then in the possession of British troops, stationed there to 
overawe and keep in subjection her own and the neighboring 
populations. And undaunted by the hisses of opponents and 
foes, nor unduly elated and tempted to extravagance by the 
cheers of friends,-for with one or other of these salutations was 
he repeatedly and often met,- he discussed his theme with 
a self-possession, thoroughness, and power of eloquence which 
placed him in the front rank of orators, patriots, and brave 
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men. Altogether, this scene may be viewed as a fitting prelude 
to the actual hostilities which, little more than a month later, 
opened on the plains of Lexington and Concord. 

Yet the hour of his departure and sacrifice was at hand. 
His few remaining months and days were passed amid most 
exciting scenes and events, and were filled to the 
full with duties performed, with high and varied usefulness. 
On committees for sustaining and carrying on the war, President 
of the Provincial Assembly, then appointed major-general in 
the army, the amount of duty discharged, the ascendency ac-
quired, the influence exerted, by this young man, who at his 
death was not much more than thirty years of age, may fairly 
be accounted among the marvels of civil and political history. 

When it was apparent that the British general (Gage) had 
resolved on forthwith driving the Americans from their position 
on Charlestown heights, the gallant Major Brooks- afterward 
distinguished in fiercely contested fields during the Revolution, 
and since for years the greatly respected and beloved Governor 
of Massachusetts, whom many of us beheld and remember as a 
model of grace and dignity on yonder parade-ground, at the 
largest and most imposing military review ever held in this 
vicinity, to whose recital of thrilling incidents in the Revolu-
tionary War, and especially in its first great battle, I have often 
listened with rapt interest- was despatched to headquarters at 
Cambridge to call for re-inforcements. These vVarren ex-
pressed a determination to join. To his friend Elbridge 
Gerry, who sought to dissuade him from so doing, and urgently 
remonstrated against his thus exposing his invaluable life, he 
simply, and as if with a presentiment of his fall, replied, 
"Dulce et decorum est pro patria mori,"- sweet and glorious 
is it to die for one's country. Similar in expression, showing a 
like determined and self-sacrificing spirit, and in some of its 
terms strikingly applicable to the nature of our late civil strife, 
was this declaration of an Essex-County convention, in Septem-
ber of the previous year : " Though above all things, slavery 
excepted, we deprecate the evils of a civil war; though we are 
deeply anxious to restore and preserve harmony with our breth-
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ren in Great Britain; yet, if the despotism and violence of our 
enemies should finally reduce us to the sad necessity, we, 
undaunted, are ready to appeal to the last resort of States; and 
will, in support of our rights, encounter even death, sensible 
that he can never die too soon who lays down his life in sup-
port of the laws and liberties of his country." 

Arrived on what was soon to be the field of desperate con-
flict, the presence of Warren is hailed by the troops with shouts 
of joy and triumph, and imparts a magic impulse to that de-
voted band of citizen and patriot soldiers. There he stands 
and moves, resplendent in manly beauty and in exalted 
feeling and sublime heroism, with the "rose of heaven on his 
cheek, and the fire of liberty in his eye." The veteran Colonel 
Prescott hastens to greet him, and, in deference to his superior 
rank, offers him the chief command. But no: that he posi-
tively declines. He has come to obey, not to direct; to learn, 
from veterans of larger experience and former wars,- and from 
no truer or more valiant officers and men could he learn, -to 
serve in the ranks, and share with the common soldier the 
perils and glories there to be met or acquired. Through 
the surging waves of the awful succeeding conflict, he is cour-
ageous, firm, ever on the alert, and most effective. And at 
the sounding of a retreat, because of exhausted ammunition 
and overpowering numbers, he is among the last to retire, and 
receives the fatal wound by which he is placed among the high-
est on the list of our country's martyrs and benefactors. 

Let me now for · a moment ask your attention to the remarka-
ble providences through which, by a singular inversion, defeat 
was turned to victory, and ever since has been celebrated as 
such. In a mere military point of view, I believe it is admitted 
by those best capable of judging, that decided mistakes were 
committed on both sides. The Americans had stationed them-
selves on a peninsula connected with the main land by a narrow 
isthmus, which was enfiladed, and, to a great extent commanded, 
by the fire of British vessels,- so that they must incur extreme 
danger, if not starvation and capture. On the other hand, the 
British, by venturing a direct attack, were liable to, and actually 
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did, suffer immense loss; whereas, if they had bided their time, 
they could, with the forces they had at command on land and 
water, have compelled to retreat, or reduced to surrender, 
those of the Americans. Not so was it in the eli vine counsels. 
Man proposes, but God disposes. On a warm Saturday after-
noon in June, the flower of the British army sallied forth from 
the metropolis, flushed with anticipations of an easy triumph 
over hastily gathered and undisciplined troops ; but before 
nightfall they were in the midst of one of the bloodiest trage-
dies, in proportion to the numbers engaged, ever enacted in 
modern warfare, and themselves by far the greatest losers and 
sufferers. The consequence was, that the patriot army was 
inspired by the results of the contest with new confidence 
in their prowess, and renewed assurance of ultimate success and 
triumph. :Moreover, the blood of the martyred heroes cried 
from the ground. W an·en, their chief's name, alone, was a 
talisman to rouse and sway the hearts of his countrymen. As 
the blood of the martyrs was the seed of the Church; as by the 
greatest sacrifice men have been prompted to become living 
sacrifices and holy offerings,- so the blood, shed in the solemn 
and momentous scene we have now contemplated, had a living 
power to move to the high resolution and persistent endeavor, 
that it should not have been spilt in vain. 

Like providences have been known in our recent experience. 
Thrillingly have they been recognized by not a few among us. 
I do not mean to intimate that Providence does not work, is not 
ruling and overruling, in the midst of all events and human 
affairs. Still it may be admitted, that the divine hand and 
agency are more manifested, more peculiarly and strongly 
marked, in some of them than in most others. Take, for 
instance, the first overt act of violence and military demonstra-
tion in the late rebellion. It was not the disproportion of 
numbers between the little band that defended Fort Sumter, 
and the hosts that besieged it,- though that took mighty hold 
of the general sympathy,- which wrought most deeply on the 
national heart. It was the dishonoring and bringin,g down of 
our country's flag; which none of us till then, when, grasped 
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by sacrilegious hands and foul treason, it was trailed -in the dust, 
knew or felt how much we loved it, or realized the sublime 
meaning wrapped in its folds,- that it \vas the sacred sign and 
symbol, the living representative, as it were, of the union, in-
tegrity, peace, prosperity,-the very life,-of the nation; of 
all the privileges and blessings in which as fellow-countrymen 
we rejoice and glory, and by which its name and existence 
are endeared to our souls. They who had thought to "fire the 
Southern heart," soon found another and a stronger one fired,-
that, in place of the dragons' teeth they had sown, there sprung 
up hosts of armed men, ready at all hazards to sustain their 
country's cause, and answer in full accord to the all but inspired 
appeal of the patriotic poet,-

" Stand by the :flag, 
All doubt and treason scorning. 
Believe, with courage :firm, and faith sublime, 
That it shall wave, 
Till the eternal morning 
Pales in its glories all the lights of time." 

So, in the ever-memorable passage through Baltimore on the 
19th of April, 1861, when victims from our own State and 
neighborhood were freely laid on the altar of liberty, while 
on the way to save the ark of the nation's freedom, do we see 
the same guiding, providential hand. The coincidence in date 
was, of itself, a providence,- pointing in the same direction, 
and leading to the same grand result, as that of April 19, 
1775, and was not without strong effect on the public mind. 
He, the late Governor Andrew, under whom those victims 
were marshalled a.nd sent forth on their blessed errand, who so 
touchingly directed their remains to be tenderly cared for and 
returned to the homes which their untimely fate had left deso-
late, was in himself a providence. In him were wonderfully 
combined sensibility, sagacity, administrative energy, and ability. 
Scenting treason, with its wiles and workings, from afar, he 
showed wisdom and true greatness in at once preparing to meet 
and repel it. Ever, amid so many other tokens of his credit 
and renown, will it be remembered to his honor, that, owing to 
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his foresight and efforts, Massachusetts troops, from nearly five 
hundred miles' distance, were the first to appear in defence of 
the capital. Not, as in one instance at least of ancient Rome, 
by the cackling of geese, but by the keen-sighted, true-hearted, 
indefatigable efforts of our citizens, - and foremost among them 
the honored, beloved, and, I grieve to add, lamented Andrew,-
was the capital saved. 

Then there was the first battle in the War of the Rebellion, 
-that of Bull Run. Being in England at the time it occurred, 
I was under painful apprehensions of the tendencies of our 
affairs. Distance is said to lend enchantment, but may also to 
the humblest minds give correctness, to the view. The cry 
heard from some of the leading journals was, "On to Rich-
monel! " An insane fiwor was abroad, implying that advance 
only was necessary, and all would go well, and ignoring the 
artful and deeply laid schemes and actual talents and resources 
of the rebel chiefs. So that when one evening, at the residence 
of our minister, Mr. Adams, the intelligence of the disastrous 
defeat which had befallen us came to me, it seemed rather as 
the bursting of an impending cloud, than an occasion for ex-
treme surprise. Though not, in itself, calculated to favor deep 
sleep, I slept upon it as well as I could. And the next morning 
I had come to the conclusion which, if not the most gratifying to 
national pride, was the most comforting and the best of which 
the circumstances admitted ; and that was, that the mortifying 
disaster was a necessary and salutary discipline, which would 
only tend to rouse the supporters of the Union to more definite 
and strenuous efforts for its preservation. In one faith I then as 
never faltered,-that the union of these States must and would 
be preserved. Swiss said to me, "Are we, the little lone re-
public of Europe, to be left altogether solitary and alone; and 
you, the great one, to which we have looked as model, guide, 
and guardian, to be dissolved and melt into thin air?" Italians 
asked, "Is your great nation to be sundered into North and 
South, if not an indefinite number of fragments, while we are 
struggling to bring our glorious old peninsula to one political 
faith, and under one consolidated and benign government ? " 
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Germans, too, striving. for the concentration of magnificent 
powers, which had been frittered and all but thrown away and 
annihilated by division and subdivision, and which have since 
been, and are now in process of being, so nobly concentrated 
and maintained, exclaimed, with a feeling akin to despair, "Are 
all our theories of unity false? all our strivings for it vain? Is 
it altogether a hollow and sad delusion?" Frenchmen there 
were, who expressed cordial sympathy with our countrymen in 
the distractions and trials through which they were passing; 
but many of the same nation went hand in hand, heart in 
heart, with their Emperor in his covert, but poorly concealed, 
hostility to our Union; by which, and in the spirit of which, he, 
taking advantage of our civil commotions, sought- ill-fated 
and disastrous though the effort proved- to erect an empire in 
Mexico; which, if not absolutely annexed to the Southern 
would-be Confederacy, should be nearly allied to that; both of 
them being under his domination, and both opposed to the prog-
ress of our free republican institutions. Englishmen,- what 
shall I say of them, our kinsmen and brethren, dwellers in our 
father-land? Some of them with tears in their eyes, and, I 
doubt not, from the depths of their souls, deplored the calami-
ties under which we were struggling, national life and death 
being held in the balance. Ever is it to be recorded to the 
honor and glory of the workingmen of England, that at all 
risks, even that of starvation for themselves and their families, 
they stood up without faltering and inflexibly for what they 
clearly discerned was not more the cause of union than of free-
dom. This they did, with a common sense and right feeling, 
which afford strong grounds of hope and satisfaction in the 
future ; notwithstanding the Prime :Minister, Palmerston, in 
the Commons, and the Foreign Secretary, Russell, in the House 
of Lords, had declared our conuition hopeless, and our union of 
States irrevocably sundered; notwithstanding lords and gentry 
and many others fully believed in the dissolution of that union, 
and large commercial interests were joined with rebels against 
it, in committing depredations on our commerce, by which it was 
sorely crippled and threatened with annihilation even; though 
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a day of reckoning is at hand, as sure as any event of national 
policy can be, in which I trust just recompense to the uttermost 
farthing will be rjgorously insisted on. But, amicl all question-
ings and forebodings in that hour of severe and dread crisis for 
our country, I had but one opinion, one reply, one confidence; 
which substantially was, that whatever the difficulties, dangers, 
vicissitudes through which we had to pass,- and they might be 
various and multiform,- we should come out the brighter and 
better, more free, prosperous, and happy for the trials we had 
endured. And with something of exultation may I ask, Is it 
not so ? or is it not so to be ? 

Another incident, marvellous in itself and considered merely 
as a coincidence, but illustrative of the wonderful providence 
by which through direst straits we were carried on, occurred at 
the mouth of the Chesapeake, in the vicinity of what proved 
to be our last strong fortress, Monroe. When the iron-clad 
"Merrimac," wrought with cunning art and amazing device by 
our foes, had wreaked death and destruction on a portion of the 
fleet anchored there, in a single day, and only waited the return 
of morning to devour as a Leviathan of the deep all the rest, 
there appeared in the distance, no larger than a man's hand and 
scarcely visible above the water, an angel of deliverance, a new 
invention and mere experiment, yet destined to work a complete 
revolution in naval warfare, the "'Monitor," under command of 
the heroic, self-sacrificing, and all but sacrificed, Worden. At 
dawn of clay, as the monster came, bent on and sure of his prey, 
he was met like the eagle by the king-bird, like Goliath by David, 
an apparently insignificant, but ultimately victorious: antagonist. 
And, before the setting of the sun, he had retired to his hiding-
place, to be no more seen or known, or, at most, to be counted 
among the things past and gone. 

The prolongation of the vVar of the Rebellion is to be re-
garded as among the leadings of a kind and merciful Provi-
dence. Heavily as it bore upon us, deeply wounded and 
grieved as we were to give up, in behalf of our country's liber-
ties, one after another, whole hecatombs, indeed, of our bravest 
and best, some of us saw then, and all must now see, that it was 
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good for us to have been thus affiicted. Surely it was no mean 
sacrifice, and equally sure is it that it was for no unworthy 
ends. By that delay and those prolonged trials, our people 
were brought to a true and exact comprehension of the real 
state of affairs, to realize that it was not the preservation of the 
Union, but the abominable and ever-to-be-execrated institution 
of human slavery, which was the actual issue. Slow, cautious, 
heeding carefully constitutional provisions, by which some of 
the warmest friends of freedom were embarrassed, the executive 
at length, and none too soon, planted itself on the strong, im-
pregnable ground of universal emancipation, as a military ne-
cessity; thus virtually wiping away the stripes, and leaving 
only the stars to adorn our country's banner. How meekly, 
wisely, and kindly the race held in bondage to downright slav-
ery, or prejudice scarcely less absolute, in relation to whose fate 
the war was in fact raging, bore themselves; how, when sum-
moned to the contest, they were among the bravest and most 
valiant, neither you nor I need be told. History will sufficiently 
record their bravery, and attest their genuine worth. But the 
grand result- the placing of our political institutions on their 
original and legitimate basis, that of the free and equal rights 
of all men-is due to the protracted, painful, oft-times disheart-
ening, but finally triumphant, struggle through which we have 
lately passed. Had our triumph been earlier, we should have 
triumphed less, if at all. Complete triumph was the only ade-
quate assurance that the victory was worth having. Blessed 
be God, who gave us the victory, by which free institutions 
were vindicated, by which the down-trodden were raised up and 
delivered, and the free made free indeed! 

One more providence I must, in consonance with my own 
convictions, mention, though it is in no partisan spirit that I al-
lude to it. What I refer to is not the prolongation of the trials 
of war, but those of peace. vVhen war had ceased, many 
vainly- and events have demonstrated most vainly- flattered 
themselves, that all was settled, and that we had only to sit 
down in happy tranquillity by still waters. But who, after such 
a war of elements, could reasonably expect a dead calm imme-
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diately to ensue? Certainly it has not. Rebellion may have 
been subdued; but the spirit of rebellion is not exorcised, nor, 
foul as it may be, is it likely soon to be driven out. Yet this 
painful suspense, this hope deferred and wofully disappointed, 
this placing at an indefinite distance the consummation of our 
fondest wishes for ourselves and our country's consolidation and 
welfare, -all these I fully believe to be fraught with real solid, 
lasting advantage. A space has thus been afforded for digging 
about and rendering more safe the foundations of our union and 
our liberties. Securities, which otherwise might have been 
overlooked and neglected, have been brought to view; and the 
whole fabric has been, or is in process of being, strengthened 
and beautified. 

vVe come now, and after longer preliminaries, perhaps, than I 
ought to have indulged in, to the notice more particularly of 
those who gave themselves heart, soul, body, and estate, to their 
country's cause in her late extremity. All honor be paid. to the 
thousands, hundreds of thousands, nay, millions, thus devoted 
and faithful ! Not on the tented field only was such devotion 
shown, but at the fireside and in the family circle, made solitude 
by the absence of the dearly loved and how many lost! H eavy 
indeed were the burdens borne by multitudes,- pecuniarily 
burdensome,- but not to be mentioned in comparison with the 
load of care, anxiety, often despair, which weighed on the over-
burdened heart. vVoman! how she loomed an angel of light 
amid the lowering clouds and the surrounding darkness ! Flor-
ence Nightingales sprang up as by enchantment, and whether 
in hospital, camp, or the very field of battle, doing no dishonor 
to the name. Others there were, who in less exposed positions 
did good and not less material service. One I well know and 
delight to honor, -and so well known I need not name,- who, 
foregoing the charms of the most cultivated society, resigning 
the peace and domestic comfort so congenial to mature life, gave 
herself, her time, her labors and means, for four long years, 
wholly up to generous sympathy with, and supplying the needs 
of, patriot soldiers; so establishing a most desirable place, not 
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only in their hearts, but in that of this whole community. With 
such instances in view, well may we exclaim,-

" In the great history of the lanu, 
A noble type of good, 
Heroic womanhood!" 

Special honor ought we to give to them who, buckling on 
their armor, went forth to the fight, and bravely meeting the 
chances of war, yet survive to gladden our hearts by their pres-
ence. Let them be assured, that as live heroes they are not 
less honored than dead heroes. Gladly, honorably, with my 
deep reverence in which I am sure all around me will join, do 
we welcome their presence, as not that of the aead, but of the 
living, here to-day. And yet I am assured, that none more 
cordially join us in paying honors to the departed, in erecting 
and consecrating this memorial of their worth, this tribute to . 
their precious memories. l\1uch as we rejoice that your lives 
have been spared amid the perils through which in the mighty 
conflict they passed, scarcely less do we take joy and solace in 
the patriotic sympathy by which your tears are mingled with 
ours in these commemorative rites. 

You of this town, who bared your breasts to all the dangers 
of the late tremendous conflict, and courageously rushed to the 
deadly breach, let me say here, showed yourselves worthy suc-
cessors of those whose names, running through the long line of 
more than two centuries, have been distinguished in the defence 
of their homes, or their country and her liberties. It was in no 
aggressive spirit, no violent wresting from the aboriginal posses-
sors, but by purchase mutually agreed to be just and equitable, 
that these fair and fertile vales and hills, these beautiful groves 
and woodlands, intersected as by silver threads with streams of 
living water, came into the possession of the first English set-
tlers. They named it Lancaster, after the shire town of one of 
the largest and most opulent counties of England, remarkable 
for its beautiful and commanding position, in which, especially 
in its old cemetery, are found names, familiar here, that indicate 
not mere fancy, but native and dearly cherished associations in 
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the selection of the name. For years, this was a frontier settle-
ment, of decided prominence for its position, and also for its 
extent; comprising as it did what with itself now includes the 
territory of nine different towns. At first all seemed peaceful 
and prosperous, and the surrounding tribe of savages of so 
gentle a nature as to be so only in name. But under King 
Philip's combinations, with his deadly determination to extermi-
nate the whites, the scene was wholly changed. The popula-
tion was thrown into garrisons, and . the garrisons became centres 
of war and siege. In one attacked in February, 1676, were 

· U<J. qyer fifty persons, nearly half of whom were killed, and the s"ii'."37:· 

rest, with the first minister's wife, carried, with her dying child, . "'trz. '' -

into all but hopeless captivity, from which happily she was res-
cued. Your second minister, Whiting, was killed in conflict 
with Indians ; and your third, by a sentry, mistaking him for 
an Indian foe; falling and dying on the now attractive 
park of Colonel Fay. Strange, most unnatural, it seems, that 
the smoke and lurid clouds of battle should hover over, and 
the din of war be echoed from, the mild atmosphere of this 
peaceful and charming valley. Not only so, but hence have 
gone forth others, and not in defence of themselves alone, but 
for others' relief. Simon Willard, your own townsman, -whom 
I regard as among the magnates, the chiefs and leaders of the 
land, ancestor of two Presidents of Harvard College, and a 
posterity- in which is included Joseph 'Villard, your historian, 
and long your worthy fellow-citizen- of which any one might 
be proud; Major of Middlesex of which this was then a part, 
and holding a command in the militia second only to that of the 
chief executive, -sprang at the first call to the rescue of the be-
leaguered settlements on our Western border, and, though at 
the age of threescore and ten, effected their entire deliverance. 
In the subsequent wars with the French and Indians, the men 
of Lancaster bore their full part of duty and bravery. Among 
them was Colonel Abijah VVillard, descendant of the first of 
that name just mentioned, who commanded a regiment in what 
has long been termed "the old French War; " himself honored 
for his public and private services, and followed by worthy rep-
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resentatives down to this time. An adjutant of his regiment 
was Samuel Ward, one of the most remarkable men, not of 
this place only, but of any place where his abode might have 
been fixed. Born in Worcester, he at the early- premature I 
should rather say- age of sixteen years, enlisted as a private 
in the army, and, before completing his twentieth year, rose to 
be adjutant. He was at the capture of Ticonderoga and Crown 
Point by the forces under General Amherst in 17 59, and of 
Isle aux Noix and Montreal in 1760. he 17'7 
came here, engaged. in mercantile business, held various offices 9 

in town and State; and up to the last of his life, prolonged as 
it was to eighty-seven years, he was distinguished as a supporter 
of good institutions, for his acts of neighborly kindness and 
friendship, for a most liberal hospitality, and for a wit so ready 
and sparkling, a wisdom so keen and penetrating, a spirit so 
genial, diffusive, and magnetic, as to make his society ever wel-
come and a delight to young and old alike, and give life and 
soul to any circle in which he moved. Hardly can we, who knew 
him well, expect to see his like again. 

A pleasant allusion of his to the early experience he had in 
war, here occurs to me. "'VVhen the neighboring town of Fitch-
burg, whose respectable representation we gladly hail to-day, 
was a mere village in a narrow valley, overshadowed by sur-
rounding lofty hills, he used to say that on entering it he felt 
that he had got into camp. This, of course, was before that now 
enterprising and prosperous town- availing of its central posi-
tion, exacting tribute and profit from every drop of water in 
the north branch of the Nashua, which here is permitted to 
flow in comparative freedom and beauty; having no fear before 
its eyes of becoming a shire, with jails and convicts, and per-
haps the multiplication of prosecutors and advocates, as our 
influential fathers of this place had when the same boon was 
offered to them; cherishing no feeble aspirations of being soon 
enrolled among the cities of the Commonwealth; and spread-
ing itself in pride and glory over all the neighboring heights--
had forfeited all title to the similitude, and as now viewed had 
taken from the playful allusion, just referred to, its point and 
jest. 
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As we come down to the times of the Revolution, we find a 
highly honorable record of the part taken in it by the citizens 
of this town. l-Ieavy drafts were made upon them for men and 
money, which, almost without exception, were met with cheerful 
alacrity. During the protracted contest, all the able-bodied 
men either served in the field, or were represented by substi-
tutes. A few there were who, impressed with the idea that 
the conflict was an unequal one and likely to prove disastrous 
to this side, either withdrew from the country, or else main-
tained, as far as was consistent with remaining in their homes, 
a cautious neutrality. vVith the greatest caution, however, and 
whatever the sacrifices which willingly or reluctantly they might 
make, those of a conservative cast were subjected to severe 
trials, and were obliged to encounter serious perils. "In June, 
1777," says your historian, "Colonel Asa vVhitcomb was, in 
pursuance of a resolve of the General Assembly, chosen to col-
lect evidence against such persons as shall be deemed internal 
enemies to the State. The names of a number of citizens were 
placed on the list, as being of that description, which were 
afterwards stricken off. It is related of Rev. Mr. Harrington, 
that when his name was added to the list, the venerable and 
truly excellent man bared his breast before his people and ex-
claimed, 'Strike, strike here, with your daggers: I am a true 
friend to my country.' The passion for proscribing innocent 
persons soon subsided; calmer and more thorough investigation 
by the Committee of Safety was substituted; and riot 
were avoided; and the spirit of liberty proved to be deeply 
rooted, and widely extended." 

One instance there was of shrinking from, or at least of hesi-
tation to meet, the demands made for patri0tic exertion and 
sacrifice. In June, 1780, a draft of forty men for six months' 
service was made upon the town. This was felt and openly 
declared by many stanch friends of independence and the 
Revolutionary cause, to be a demand. and pressure beyond the 
point of endurance. At a town meeting called to deliberate 
upon it, Josiah Kendall, "a flaming patriot and whig leader," 
opened the discussion by distinctly advocating non-compliance, 
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were it only on the ground of absolute exhaustion of both men 
and means. In this position he was sustained by other speakers, 
all well known as ardent patriots, professing and claiming as 
well as himself to express the general sentiment of the loyal 
inhabitants. The apparently even tenor of the deliberations 
was suddenly broken by a voice, coming unexpectedly as could 
a clap of thunder in a bright summer's noon. That voice was 
from Samuel Ward, of whom just now I have spoken, who had 
fought bravely, successfully, and with merited distinction, in a 
former war, which was in fact the school in which many of the 
best officers and soldiers of the Revolution were traineJ, and 
whose courage, therefore, could not be questioned; who yet, 
amid the notes of preparation and in the early stages of the 
conflict, doubted our ability to cope with the vast power, naval 
and military, of the mother country; in which he coincided 
with not a few wise, good, and firm lovers and friends of our 
land, but for which his patriotism had come unJer the ban of 
suspicion and obloquy, and his name been inscribed even on the 
list of Tories, and foes of liberty and independence. Rising, 
with such antecedents and under such circumstances, amongst 
his assembled fellow-townsmen, thus abashed by the discour-
agement of their leaders, and their thoughts led to ponder on 
a "lost cause," he was too astute, too fertile in expedients, 
too conscious of discernment of governing motives, and tact in 
directing them, not to be fully sensible that his hour had come 
for doing good service immediately to the State, and incidentally 
for himself and his own vindication. The very in which 
the appeal he then made was couched, may not with perfect 
exactness have been preserved ; but its tenor and substance 
haYe been faithfully transmitted, and may, though partially and 
imperfectly, be represented thus:-

'Friends and fellow-citizens, we have arrived at a turning-
point, a tremendous crisis, in the affairs of this town, in fact of 
our State and whole country. When the political leaders 
shrink from supporting the conflict, it' would not be strange if 
their followers quailed and stood aghast. But I believe better 
things of you and the great body of my countrymen. If they 
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who assume to be leaders falter in patriotic determination and 
effort, others worthier and more resolute will be put in their 
stead. Just in proportion as they fall back, will the people 
come to the rescue, ready to contribute their last dollar, and 
perish in the last ditch. For after all, with the mass of the 
people, under God, rests the deciding of the mighty business we 
have in hand. Before we plunged into the surging waves of 
civil war, there was abundant room for doubts and hesitation, 
and I confess I was not without them. The time, however, for 
doubting has passed. Of this high and sacred cause may we 
say now, in the language used in relation to one yet higher and 
holier, He that doubteth is damned. True, we are in the 
midst of a sea red with blood ; but the only opening of escape 
from it which I can discern, is by forward, not retreating, steps. 
We are in for and fully committed to the fight, and base sub-
jection is the only alternative to fighting it through. Shall it 
be, can it be, that all the blood and treasure, poured out like 
water in these five long years of deadly struggle, have been ex-
pended for naught, and vastly worse than naught? But they 
will not have been in vain, or worse than vain. Through the 
thick gloom on either side and before us, I see blessed rays of 
light and hope. The sympathy of foreign nations, especially 
the powerful French nation, is lending us practical and essen-
tial aiel. Our forces on land and sea, the soldiers and officers 
of our armies,- under their wise, prudent, virtuous, and val-
iant chief, yet to be hailed as the saviour of his country, -have 
shown a power of enduring privation and hardship, a skill, 
bravery, and valor, and devotion to the support of our liberties, 
which I cannot doubt the God of battles, of the free and the 
enslaved alike, will crown with final and triumphant success. 

'Above all, .the heart, the soul, the nerve of the people must, 
under an overruling Providence, be our principal defence and 
ground of reliance. Far, very far, were their fortitude in bear-
ing the heavy burdens, truly grievous to be borne, which this 
war has imposed on them,- their courage to meet the inevitable 
trials and sacrifices to which by it they have been subjected,-
their resources, mental, moral, and physical, which in its course 
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have been developed,- from being imagined in the outset. 
Even now, after the extended and trying experience through 
which we have passed, scarcely are imagined_, still less fully 
understood, the vital force and reserved power for future exi-
gencies residing in and forming a basis of permanent and 
strong confidence in the mass of the people. As one of them, 
and rather than that this requisition should not to the letter be 
met and answered, I solemnly declare on this spot and before 
this assembly, that my old and rusty armor, which has seen no 
small and some pretty hard service in the campaigns of a for-
mer war, shall be l'eproduced and buckled on again; and I will 
be enrolled and mustered among the men required by this im-
mediate and pressing need of the country.' 

Following up this appeal by a carefully prepared plan, which 
Ward presented to the meeting, he showed conclusively that the 
requisition might and ought to be complied with, and carried it 
by an overwhelming majority, almost by acclamation. Great 
enthusiasm was excited throughout the town, and no exertions 
were spared to accomplish the object of the plan adopted. Re-
cruits in goodly numbers were readily obtained, most of them, 
no doubt, inspired by self-devotion and . love of country. One 
of them there was, of whom not quite as much could be af-
firmed, who could hardly be said to have had a single eye to 
his country's good. It seems that he was possessed with a 
longing acquire a lot of land constituting an important 
part of farm, and insisted, as a condition of his 
enlisting, on having that, though it was much more in value than 
the amount generally paid. "Take it," replied the deacon : "I 
had rather part with that land, which is the best I have, than 
lose the whole by my neglect in aiding the cause of my coun-
try." Whether the soldier returned to possess and enjoy the 
recompense he demanded, or fell a victim of the war, does not 
appear, and may not admit of being learned. If the latter 
were the case, and known so to have been, we might be excused, 
should our sympathies be not quite as deeply moved by his fate 
as they might have been, had he been less grasping and exact-
mg. At any rate, in one way or another, or in many ways, the 
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forty men required were enlisted, paid, and on their march to 
headquarters, within twelve days. Patriotism thus, then and 
here, gloriously triumphed. Not less complete was Ward's tri-
umph over prejudice and threatened, if not actual, molestation. 
From what, in my younger days, I heard from the lips of aged 
men who were present in the assembly,- the deliberations, 
doings, and results of which I have just faintly sketched, -and 
variously otherwise have been informed, I am convinced that 
never, in all democracies, little or great, from those of Greece 
and Rome down to our own time, did a popular orator exercise 
a more skilful and absolute sway over a deliberative assembly 
than he did on that occasion. During the remaining years of 
the war, and ever afterward, as we may readily suppose, nei-
ther his loyalty was impeached, nor his political orthodoxy 
questioned, nor were his person and property thereby en-
dangered. 

Following close upon the termination of the Revolutionary 
struggle, Were serious embarrassments and commotions. Public 
indebtedness, accumulated through the war, pressed heavily on 
the Confederacy, and the States of which it was composed. 
Private debtors and cr.editors were intermingled in seemingly 
hopeless and inextricable confusion. The general government, 
unable to discharge its own pecuniary obligations, was poorly 
situated for compelling the liquidation of others, in fact was 
wholly powerless so to do. Little if any better was the condi-
tion of the several States included under it. Their courts 
might decree justice and demand payment; but what did the 
decree or demand in effect amount to, where there was nothing 
to pay with, under a currency depreciated so as to be almost 
valueless, business of nearly all kinds sadly deranged and at a 
stand, and the resources for payment either tied up or entirely 
exhausted ? What but irritations between individuals and 
among communities, general uneasiness and disloyalty toward 
the civil authorities, and opposition, even to the extreme of 
determination on their overthrow, to the courts themselves? 
At length, in 1786, only three years after the close of the war, 
these difficulties and disturbing causes in downright 
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rebellion here in our own State. Shays's Rebellion, to which I 
refer, - so called after the name of the military commander at 
the head of it,- marks a most eventful crisis in our country's 
history. Even now, with all the light shed upon it by contem-
poraneous and subsequent accounts, I doubt very much whether 
its interest and importance, and the bearings it had on our civil 
institutions, their establishment, progress, and beneficial results, 
have been duly appreciated. Occurring as it did in Massachu-
setts, the head and front of resistance to British domination, 
which had commenced and taken the lead in carrying to a 
successful issue the Revolution, it spread dismay among the 
friends of order and good government, not only here, but 
throughout the country. They felt, not unnaturally, that if the 
demon of anarchy, wild, consuming, destructive of all hopes of 
rational and well-guarded liberty, had taken possession of this 
old Pillar State, then might the advocates and supporters ;f 
republican freedom and union resign themselves to bitter disap-
pointment, and fold their arms in utter despair. But it was not 
so to be. Our beloved Commonwealth, though shaken and 
tried, was not to be rent and shattered. Pioneer as she had 
been in liberty's cause, she was not to prove herself unworthy 
of that rank and title. Under the wise, virtuous, and energetic 
Bowdoin, her chief magistrate, was promptly organized in the 
eastern and more populous section of the State an overwhelm-
ing military force, which, placed under command of G:eneral 
Lincoln,- whose practical wisdom, tried gallantry and skill, 
weight of character, and magnanimous spirit singularly fitted 
him to subdue, to negotiate with, and conciliate, the disaffected, 
-at once marched into Western Massachusetts, where the 
rebellion had its seat, and soon effected its suppression. Quite 
a number from this town joined Lincoln's army, and served 
faithfully and bravely in it, which was the more creditable, 
from their vicinity to the infected district, and their additional 
exposure to contracting thence a taint of disloyalty. Though 
the rebellion had been thus subdued and had subsided, not so 
was it with the fears it had excited in the public mind. It had 
struck a chord of intense alarm, that vibrated far and wide and 
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long. Its lessons had sunk deep into the minds and hearts of 
the most thoughtful and discerning patriots throughout the 
country. That they were received and comprehended in their 
full force and meaning in our own State, where they had more 
immediately been taught, is indicated by the fact, that a citizen 
of it(" one Nathan Dane," as he was sneeringly styled by Hayne 
in his great debate with and defeat by Webster), being chairman 
of a committee of the old Congress, the year following, reported 
in favor of assembling the Convention by which the Federal 
Constitution was framed. Through those teachings, in no 
small part, were leading men all over the land made to realize 
the loose, broken, chaotic state in which the Revolution had 
left it; to feel the absolute need of a central power, which, 

' while sustained and deriving strength from the several divided 
and limited sovereignties, should with proper restrictions im-
part vigor and extend its sway to them all, - the need of a 
supreme law of political gravitation, embracing within its reach 
and control all the individuals and people of the nation, that 
should, keeping the respective States in their appointed orbits, 
preserve them from being by internal dissensions rent asunder 
and scattered into innumerable fragments, make them at peace 
with each other, and, while independent each in its appro-
priate sphere, maintain them in constituted harmony with and 
obedience to the general government. We -I so speak, for 
here I feel that we and you are convertible terms- may justly 
felicitate ourselves, that the people of this town, amid the diffi-
culties and agitations of those t1·ying six years which elapsed 
between the close of the war and the adoption of the Constitu-
tion of the United States, were thoroughly loyal to the cause of 
order and law. They cheerfully and fully met the demands 
made on them for military aid in its support. And none, 
more cordially than they, welcomed and sustained the new Con-
stitution, as it went into operation under the guiding hand of 
Washington,- which almost at the outset showed itself suffi-
ciently strong to suppress a formidable insurrection in Penn-
sylvania, and has of late, in addition to all the intermediate and 
other blessings it has richly bestowed, proved adequate to scat-

-5 
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ter clouds of civil war as dense and dark, and suppressing a 
rebellion as mighty as- deemed by many not without reason 
the mightiest- the world ever saw. 

Coming down to the last war with Great Britain,- may it 
ever be the last,- that of we find an honorable 
record of the self-sacrificing patriotism of the inhabitants of this 
place. Throughout its continuance, the heavy burdens borne, 
the contributions exacted, the privations inevitable and bitter, 
the losses and sorrows necessarily incurred, were here submitted 
to, with more than resignation, rather with the heroic deter-
mination to meet and bear all of them and, if need were, much 
more,- a resolution sustained and fortified by trust in God, 
and inspired, fired with ardent love of country. At the call 
for troops from this and the neighboring towns to defend the · 
capital of our State from threatened invasion, the summons was 
responded to with alacrity. Individuals there were who from 
time to time offered themselves to serve in the field ; some of 
whom rose to high and merited distinction. Among such 
whom I recall to fresh recollection were Generals Henry and 
Fabius Whiting, -brothers, not more by birth, than in the 
soul of honor, courage, and patriotic devotion. Of them might 
we truly say, Am.bo ornati, literati, et dignio1·es, with the 
free rendering; both highly accomplished, of large and varied 
literary and scientific culture, and to be counted with the 
worthier and best members of society. I vividly remember the 
admiration, amounting to something very like reverence, with 
which in my early boyhoad I looked upon them, when amid 
lulls in the storm of war they returned to visit this their native 
home. Having escaped unharmed from the perils of warfare, 
in the midst of which they had been brave and faithful, they 
were long spared to serve their country in their chosen pro-
fession,- which they adorned and exalted,- to which, while 
true to all other claims, private, social, and public, they to the 
end of their lives remained devoted. Another name I will 
venture to mention, even at the risk of trespassing on the rights 
and feelings of the living; and I am sure, if it be a trespass, 
this whole assembly will bear me out in it, and will heartily 
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agree in wishing that he who bears that name may long yet 
live to be a blessing and ornament to our community. I refer, 
it is perhaps needless to say, to Colonel Thomas Aspinwall. 
Though Lancaster cannot claim him as native-born, she can 
ad vance a claim which he would be the last to dispute, that 
having furnished him with his better half. Some of you, at 
least, will recollect with me his return from the fields of battle, 
when, bereft of a trusty arm, he bore himself, as he has ever 
since, with a manliness and fortitude which seemed to turn the 
loss into a grace and glory, rather than a bereavement; and 
many there are present who have followed with approval and 
pride his subsequent career in long upholding the honor and in-
terests of our country as its Consul-General in London, and 
have accompanied him to the shades of more retired life with 
their sincere respect and affection. 

Passing by other wars, such as those with the Indians and 
Mexico, in which natives or citizens of this place served and 
bore an honorable part, I come to speak more particularly of 
the share taken and service rendered by the town in our late 
tremendous civil strife. Its women,- God ever and most richly 
bless them!- soon as the contest was fairly begun, with womanly 
intuition seized upon and comprehended the chief points at 
issue. Forthwith they armed themselves, if not in the panoply 
of war, yet in a spirit to labor and suffer, to supply the wants, 
relieve the sufferings, and courageously, with unshrinking forti-
tude, meet and bear the trials and sacrifices, which war- and 
such a war- must necessarily occasion. Through the four 
weary years of warfare, they never tired in all but angelic min-
istrations to alleviate its horrors and calamities. And I am 
sure they will not- and who among us without a heart of stone 
could?- cease or tire, in relation to those who have come forth 
from it, to bind up the wounded, to be eyes to the blind and 
feet to the maimed, and liberally supply the needs of them by 
whose wounds our bleeding country has been healed and saved; 
and yet more, to most tenderly care for and cherish the widow and 
orphan who mourn for husband and father left behind and never 
to return. That the men who remained at home were not idle 
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or indifferent in the cause, is shown by their raising large sums 
of money, and contributing nearly two hundred recruits for the 
service, who were equivalent in number to not far from a tenth 
part of the whole population of the town. Of all the sons it 
sent forth, I find no record which is not to their credit for 
bra very and faithful discharge of duty. That they did not 
shrink from danger, and were often in the thickest of the fight, 
we have painful yet glorious evidence in the thirty-nine names 
inscribed on that memorial tablet. Well and most approptiate 
is it, that the names of your fallen heroes should be imprinted 
within the building erected to their memory, away from 
the conflict and marring of the elements, apart from the 
disturbing or contaminating influences of the outer world, in 
the innermost shrine of the temple designed to commemorate 
their worth even as they are enshrined in the deepest recesses 
of our hearts. As I reviewed the list of persons, with the ages 
attached to them, I was impressed strongly with the thought, 
that it was not the miserable remnant of an eked-out existence 
on earth, but the flower and prime of their lives, that they had 
consecrated to their country's salvation, and for that noble end 
had freely laid them down. Most of them were under thirty 
years of age, some even under twenty, and but two exceeding 
forty years. Among them were the highly educated and refined 
who here, as elsewhere was so extensively done, resigned 
homes of luxury and comfort and happiness, abandoned for 
the time bright prospects of worldly advancement, went forth to 
encounter hardships, privations, and dangers untold and not 
fully to be described, and finally surrendered all that was dear 
in earthly enjoyment or anticipation, with their lives. It was a 
striking coincidence in the case of one such, General Francis 
Washburn,- who, when enlisting at the commencement of hos-
tilities, being asked for what length of time he had enlisted, 
promptly replied, "For the war,"- that, though he had lost a 
beloved brother in the service, he persevered in it, was in the 
battle at High Bridge, the last of the struggle, in which Lee's 
army was so intercepted on its retreat from Richmond, and so 
reduced in force as to be compelled quickly to capitulate ; was 
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in that distinguished for such gallantry and ability, that he was 
promoted from the rank of colonel to that of brigadier-general 
Qn the spot; and there, sad to relate, when the war for the 
whole of which this then very young man had engaged, and in 
which he had attained such high distinction, was about being 
closed, he received his death-wound, and survived not many 
days. 

Many tears will be shed, and will long continue to flow, not 
only from eyes of love, of kindred, friends, and acquaintance, 
but also of strangers even, w bile going over that lengthened roll 
of the martyred young and brave. Sorely grievous was and still 
is their loss. Heart-rending to no few of us have been, and 
while we live always must be, thoughts of the agony and horrors 
through which they passed, and which they endured unto death, 
a cruel death. But mingled with the bitter draught, of which 
they and we were made to partake, were rich, sustaining, blessed 
solace and hope. What though some of them lie buried far 
a way, or even were denied the rites of sepulture ? We may 
take to ourselves the consolation suggested by the Athenian 
orator, Pericles, who, in speaking of the heroes who fell in the 
Peloponnesian vVar, said, "The whole earth is the sepulchre of 
illustrious men." And surely they are illustrious, "\vhatever the 
rank or sphere in which they may have toiled and suffered, who, 
like these our friends, at. their country's call and in the hour of 
her extreme peril, sprang forward, risked their lives, and gave 
them up in her cause. If we cannot strew flowers over their 
actual graves, we can, in imagination bordering closely on reality, 
weave garlands of forget-me-nots, of laurel, of tender remem-
brance and loving admiration, that shall reach and mark and 
chastely decorate any spots, however distant or secluded, where 
the remains of our beloved heroic defenders repose. We have, 
too, the consolatory reflection, that they did not fight or bleed 
or die in vain; that they contributed a part, and a noble one, 
toward preserving the Union, securing and enlarging our liber-
ties, and establishing on broad and firm foundations our perma-
nent national prosperity. So far, indeed, as resort to the 
arbitrament of arms was inevitable, we may concede to the 
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vanquished the benefit of this soothing consideration, since we 
earnestly desire and hope that they may participate largely with 
the victors in the good to be derived from the victory and its 
grand results. Neither are we to regard or think of these our 
friends, townsmen, countrymen, and patriots whom we here 
commemorate, as lost or dead. Lost they are to our mortal 
v1s1on. Dead are they to the fleeting pleasures and interests of 
time and earth,- cognizant though it may be of more than even 
our Christian philosophy dreams of, and watching over the 
progress of the holy cause of Union and Freedom for which they 
died. Besides the higher and heavenly life on which we trust 
they have entered, beyond the reach of alarm, discord, and 
conflict, and where the sounds of war with its strife are 
heard and known no more, they still live on earth, and, as far 
as can be predicated of any thing or being, shall in this world 
be invested with immortality. Their memory will be embalmed 
in the record of the historic page, and preserved fragrant and 
blessed so long as that shall last. They will live in the rever-
ence, affection, and gratitude of multitudes of hearts living and 
yet to live. Ingenuous youth and maturer age will alike look 
up to them as living exemplars of patriotic courage, valor, and 
self-sacrifice. In the very names here inscribed they will live, 
and, long as the inscription shall endure, will" they impart fresh 
and strong inspirations of true love of liberty and patriotism. 
Should any who read them be tempted to swerve from the strict 
line of patriotic integrity, to plot against the union and freedom 
of the Republic, and meditate involving it in anarchy, distraction, 
and ruin, hardly could we wonder or deem a miracle to be 
wrought, were the stones on which this building is reared to 
cry out, and that cold marble suddenly to glow with fervent 
heat, and the names written thereon changed to speaking 
tongues of fire, in rebuke of such disloyalty and treason, such 
ingratitude and demoralization, not only social and civil, but of 
soul. 

You, my friends, have contributed to swell this moral power, 
I might almost say, to bring back the dead, to prolong their 
existence and salutary agency, by this memorial edifice, the 
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completion of which we are celebrating. Here you have set up 
a remembrancer of them which will not, cannot fail, till the 
brick and stone and marble of which it is composed crumble 
to dust. Here they, for their worthy and glorious deeds, are 
placed side by side with, and share the immortality of, those 
who by their writings have been made, so far as on earth they 
could be, immortal. Here they are linked inseparably with a 
great and good object and work, in which the dulce et utile are 
admirably mingled, the tender and affecting in sentiment and 
memory that " smells sweet and blossoms in the dust," with 
meeting the pressing and sacred demands of a high utility. 
And what higher usefulness could we propose to ourselves than 
to enlighten, enlarge, fructify, and imbue with just, generous, 
and elevated sentiments and aspirations our own and others' 
minds? Such is the purpose which wisely and well you havt. 
connected with the commemoration of your heroic dead; and 
certain I am, that, if bending now from their seats of bliss and 
glory in cognizance of things below, they look on this scene 
with approving smiles and added happiness, not more for the 
honors bestowed on them than for the excellent ends with 
which those tributes to their valor and worth are associated, and 
are evermore to be intertwined. 

What are those ends, and how may they most effectually be 
promoted? Their direct and chief design is to furnish suitable 
books for Teading to persons of all classes, the more or less in-
formed, and of whatever age, within the limits of the town. 
Included in them is the idea, that education in the broadest 
sense is never finished, is always beginning and never ending; 
never ended in heaven itself, and therefore clearly not to be 
confined in its scope to them who are in their teens, or them 
approaching life's meridian, in full career after its possessions 
not always gained, its joys oft missed or blighted, or those, even, 
who, with wings half-folded and drooping, are on their descent 
into the quiet vale of years; but to be extended to and embrace 
all of every age and condition. A nobly wise and munificent 
illustration of that grand idea is afforded in the metropolis of 
our own State. There the child of the humblest abode and 
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scantiest means is taken by public provision as in parental arms, 
and carried through the primary, the grammar, the English high, 
or the Latin schools, till he has acquired as good a preparation 
for pursuing the common business of life, or entering on a 
collegiate course, as could elsewhere be obtained. Then there 
is the Public Library, originally selected and arranged, and long 
watched over with loving care, by some of the first scholars of 
the land, among whom were Ed ward Everett and George Tick-
nor; which, with its spacious and delightfully furnished read-
ing-room, is open to all the inhabitants of the city indiscrimi-
nately, who would avail themselves of its advantages; the 
only condition or requirement being compliance with the rules 
necessary for its safety, preservation, and greatest usefulness. 
There is the Athemeum, whose library exceeds, as does the one 
just mentioned, very considerably, a hundred thousand volumes; 
which, though incorporated and owned by individual proprietors, 
is yet, through its liberal arrangements, virtually a public insti-
tution,- in whose privileges and treasures of literature and art, 
ancient and modern, a large proportion of the people of the 
vicinity, as well as of the city itself, are favored with the oppor-
tunity of sharing. Next comes the Lowell Institute, founded 
and mos't amply endowed by one whose honored name it bears; 
in which lectures on a great variety of subjects- embracing 
science, theology, law, history, geography, travels, the arts, 
whatever, in short, may justly be of temporary or permanent 
interest to the popular or more cultivated mind- are given 
gratuitously to all of the citizens, without distinction of persons, 
who after due notice seasonably apply for admission to them. 
Then there are the Institutions of Natural I-Iistory and Tech-
nology, the doors of which are thrown wide open to the public 
for observation and inquiry, and which to any desirous of pur-
suing courses of study in them are brought within the compass 
of their ability. To crown all, there is Harvard University, 
which- though numbered among American colleges, and fore-
most among them all by age, endowment, extensive and varied 
culture- is, in view of the quarter from which its resources 
have been. derived, and its prosperity mainly sustained and 
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carried forward, after all, a Boston institution ; from which, I 
feel sure, no son of hers, truly loving and worthily seeking after 
knowledge, however restricted in pecuniary means, will for 
want of support be turned away. Let me here, by the way, note 
the fact,- for it is a noticeable one,- that of the four largest, 
and much the largest, libraries in the United States, three of 
them are located within an extent of only three miles,- two, 
the Public and Athemeum in Boston proper, and the Harvard 
in its immediate neighborhood; the fourth being the Astor 
Library of New York. From this simple statement, I trust it 
will appear not to savor of undue assumption, if the assertion 
be hazarded, that in no city of this or any other country is 
education in its most enlarged signification as relating to and 
essentially concerning all the people, more highly regarded or 
more liberally provided for than in the chief one of our State. 

The Commonwealth has not been unmindful of this extended 
interest, or been slow to spread over it the shield of her protecting 
and fostering care. Having at a very early period in her exist-
ence placed the village school-house by the side of the village 
chw·ch, and from time to time passed laws to insure the intel-
lectual and moral training of all her children, and having in 
later years invested one of her most intelligent and influential 
Boards with the duty of seeing thoroughly executed, 
she, in 1851, authorized the towns to appropriate a sum equal 
to one dollar for each ratable poll, for establishing a public 
library, and a quarter of a dollar for every poll annually toward 
its support and increase. This last proportional amount was, 
not long after, doubled; and two years since, all restriction on 
appropriations for the object was removed, and the whole matter 
was left to the discretion of the several towns and cities. So 
that, as the law now stands, "any town may at a legal meet-
ing grant and vote money for the establishment, maintenance, 
or increase of a public library therein, and for erecting or 
providing suitable buildings or rooms therefor, and may receive, 
hold, and manage any devise, bequest, or donation for those 
purposes." By a law of 1867, it was "resolved that, after the 
current year, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Com-

6 
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monwealth to furnish each public library, organized under the 
laws of this State, on the application of the librarian thereof, 
with the annual reports, described in the General Statutes as 
the public series;" thus wisely and beneficially providing, that 
the citizens generally should be well informed in regard to what-
ever concerns the common weal, -to which phrase the term 
Commonwealth, as designating the whole State, has an affinity 
in both sound and substantial meaning, and from which it may 
naturally have been derived. Another enactment, passed in 
the same year, I will not omit to mention ; giving it in the 
exact words of the statute, and at the same time commending it 
to the respectful, prudent, nay, more, magnanimous, consideration 
of youths, and their elders too, here or elsewhere: "vVhoever 
wilfully and maliciously writes upon, injures, defaces, tears, or 
destroys any book, picture, engraving, or statue belonging to 
any law, town, city, or other public library, shall be punished 
by a fine of not less than five dollars, nor more than one thou-
sand dollars, for every such offence." 

Under these laws, authOTized and encouraged by them, many 
of our towns have .at different times, and in a steadily increasing 
number, established the institutions they were designed to foster. 
So that now the public library takes rank among our established 
institutions, and the constituted means of our intellectual, social, 
and moral development. This which we now welcome to 
its new building, to enlarged and elegant accommodations, under 
circumstances and with associations so solemn and touching, 
was founded in and has already accumulated several 
thousand volumes, with a prospect of rapid increase; while, in 
kindred establishments throughout the State, the number of 
volumes collected cannot fall far if any short of half a million. 
When to this vast instrumentality for diffusing knowledge among 
the people, we add the nearly if not quite a million volumes 
more in social, literary, scientific, and professional libraries,-
to say nothing of the extensive ones strictly private,- we may 
take to ourselves new courage in the hope and trust, that good 
old Massachusetts is not falling and will not fall behind in the 
march of real and noble progress. With such means in opera-
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tion, and ever cumulative, intellect will here be more and more 
disciplined, receive new impulses, make continual advance,-

"And souls be ripened in our northern sky.'' 

Thus, though our climate be cold and bleak, our soil sterile, 
and our natural exports limited to granite and ice, and in 
regard to temperature, fertility, and central position we be far 
less favored than others or most of our sister States, yet here 
will mind grow with what it feeds on, genius be awakened and 
kindled by the air which surrounds it, invention be quickened 
and informed and made triumphant, a wide, generous, elevated 
culture, physical, mental, and moral, be attained. Whether 
minds so nurtured and cultivated remain with us, or go forth to 
other more inviting and genial climes, they exert an immense and 
most salutary influence, with which all fertility of soil, or 
geniality of atmosphere, or advantages of position, are not for a 
moment to be compared. Wherever they may be, in the great 
family of these conjoined States, or in the still greater family of 
the earth's nations, they will add to the 1·enown and enhance 
the glory of the parent who gave them birth and nourished 
them; for whom it may without extravagance be claimed, that, 
while yet not two centuries and a half old, no State of equal 
duration, extent, and numbers, in all modern experience, has 
exercised the sway she has over the fortunes of her own and 
other countries of the world. 

How now shall this great institution, the pub1ic provision of 
books for reading, be made most effective in advancing the good 
of the State, of society, a11d the individuals composing it? To 
this inquiry the first answer I have to offer is, that its manage-
ment should be placed in the most capable hands, be they of 
men or· women, or both together, that can be commanded. This 
important trust should be as far as possible committed only to 
those who, by their cast of mind, their habits and pur-
suits, and, not least, a deep sense of its responsibility, are best 
qualified for its discharge. If, according to the well-known 
saying, the composing of the songs of a nation imply more 
power than the framing of its laws, certainly not less, rather I 
should say much m01·e, pewe1·ful is their agency to whom, in 
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this reading age, and especially this community of readers, is 
confided in large degree a control over this mighty engine of 
good or ill, of weal or woe. Choose you, I would say with a 
redoubled emphasis, but very imperfectly expressing my feeling 
of the immense and all-concerning consequence of this interest, 
choose for its supervisors persons of tried fidelity, of extensive 
acquaintance with books and their adaptation to the wants of 
the minds that shall read them; who, when those of perni-
cious tendency are demanded, shall have the decision and moral 
courage to say No; who, rising superior to all demarcations 
and trammels of party or sect, shall exercise an enlarged 
liberality, and encourage the most impartial inquiry into debata-
ble subjects, the most thorough search after all knowledge; 
who, in short, i.n all the regulations and details of the institu-
tion, particularly in the selection of books and other materials 
for reading and information, will pay implicit deference to cer-
tain fundamental principles by which I conceive all acting in 
that official capacity should uniformly be governed. 

What are those principles, or the chief among them? The 
first I would mention is an inviolable regard for truth. Not 
truth in the abstract or concrete, or as we understand it. Though 
frequently issue from the press, works which so palpably violate 
the apparent fitness of things, the constitution of the universe, 
the relations of society, and man's best good, that the purveyors 
of the intellectual food of the community might, justifiably and 
without undue stretch of authority, cast them out as birds of ill-
omen, spirits of evil, working that and nothing else, still let 
there be a generous confidence in the truth, in its power and 
ultimate prevalence. Trite as may be the saying, Truth is 
mighty and must prevail, it yet has upon it a stamp of divinity. 
I believe it, as I believe in the God of all and perfect truth. 
Cast down at times it may be, and trodden in the dust; but, 
in the soul-stirring language of our charming veteran poet, 
Bryant,-

" Truth crushed to earth shall rise again : 
The eternal years of God are hers ; 

But Error, wounded, writhes with pain, 
And dies among his worshippers." 
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Still we must not shut our eyes to the tremendous oppos1twn 
truth has to encounter. Prejudice, passion, dread of innova-
tion, pride of opinion, love of power, the spirit of secular and 
spiritual domination, always have conspired, and it may be will 
persevere to the end in conspiring, against her steady and equa-
ble progress. 

No few - their name is legion- have there been and are 
now, who would have her walk in leading-strings, with their 
own mark on h er forehead, a collar of their fashion and label 
on her neck, and bound hand and foot with chains and shack-
les of their forging. They have seized on the press as her 
handmaid,- not always wise, discreet, or chaste, but often 
false and wicked, it must be confessed, -and have sought to 
put the latter under corresponding bonds. Among the first to 
resort to such expedients was the Romish Church. About the 
year 1550, having previously at different times and in numerous 
instances prohibited the reading of certain books, the Papal 
government issued the Index Expw·gato·rius containing a list of 
them, which has since been extended as circumstances seemed 
to demand. To such an extent has it been enlarged, that we 
may, without fear of contradiction, assert that scarcely a really 
valuable work on science and philosophy, morals and religion, 
or any other field of thought, where heresy might be avowed 
or suspected, has not come under its ban. Restriction and pro-
hibition, however, on this point, have not by any means been 
confined to the Roman Index, or its authors, or the people over 
whom they had a controlling influence. " Even in Protestant 
countries, overseers have been appointed by law to peruse all 
writings intended for the public, and with authority to license 
or suppress, as they should think proper. Such a body of 
licensers existed, and exercised their powers in England, till a 
century and a half ago, when it was abolished by Act of Parlia-
ment. At present, although any person in that kingdom may 
print what he pleases, he is liable to punishment if the book is 
found to contain sentiments which the law pronounces to be 
pernicious." Our own country cannot claim immunity from the 
charge of having infringed on the domain and rights of a free 
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press. Printing, from its first introduction here, was watched 
over with a lynx-eyed surveillance, arising in part from habits 
and associations formed and nurtured in the mother-land, and 
in no small measure from jealous guard of the principles and 
institutions, civil and religious, with which our ancestors had 
entered on a new and untried career of duty and conflict, and 
of which they were resolutely bent on making in this Western 
World full experiment. And it was not mere watching, but 
positive action and direct interposition, with pains and penalties 
annexed, that awaited wanderers or any suspected of straying 
from the true fold, and any in particular who were deemed to 
convert the blessed art of printing- the a1t preservative of all 
arts- into an instrument for propagating error, and therefore 
no better than a device of Satan himself. Let me cite, for in-
stance, the case of William Pynchon, the first settler of Spring-
field, and father of Western Massachusetts. V\rhen the colonial 
charter was about being transferred hither and to be here ad-
ministered, he was one of the patentees, 1·eceived his appoint-
ment as magistrate and assistant at the time the other officers 
were appointed, and came over with Governor Winthrop and 
his company in 1630. That year he commenced the settlement 
of Roxbury. There he remained till 1635; when, from the 
glowing accounts he obtained of the Connecticut-River valley, 
of its fertility and beauty, which made it even then as now to 
be regarded the garden and Eden of New England, he pro-
ceeded thither and fixed on Agawam -then so called, but soon 
after named Springfield for a town in Essex, England, where 
Pynchon had a mansion- as his future residence. Having 
completed his arrangements, and been joined by a goodly num-
ber of colonists, he the following year established the settlement 
of that prosperous and charming town. Here, in this fertile 
vale, this land all but literally flowing with milk and honey, 
and yielding spontaneously as it were corn and bread and the 
fruit of the vine, he, with his co-settlers, lived and flourished in 
peace and great prosperity; being himself respected highly 
for his abilities, his moral and religious worth, and looked to and 
reverenced by those around him as their patriarchal head. This 
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golden period lasted for some fourteen years, when, in an evil 
hour, at least for his own peace and comfort, he was prompted 
to publish a treatise entitled " The Meritorious Price of n1.an's 
Redemption," in opposition to the then-prevailing views of the 
atonement. For this heinous offence, or what was deemed 
such, he was cited before the General Court, laid under heavy 
bonds, visited at length with its censure, and compelled to relin-
quish the magistracy. A compromise was subsequently effected, 
by which the obnoxious sentiments were retracted, and the cen-
sure of the Court was withdrawn. But such was the dissatis-
faction, disgust it may have been, with which these proceedings 
had affected Pynchon's mind, that he departed for England, 
never to return; concluding possibly with another, that the 
tyranny of the lords bishops was more endurable than that of 
the lords brethren. To this instance allow me to add one 
more. Richard Pierce, in 1690, worked off on his hand-press 
the first newspaper published in America. This the General 
Court took into custody, held solemn debate over its contents 
and the daring disturbance of the public peace, together with 
all the evils it involved and portended, and finally voted, that, 
as it "contained reflections of a very high nature," it was con-
trary to law, and to be suppressed. If the spirit of this first 
American martyr to news-printing be permitted now to walk 
the earth, may be pardoned for no little self-glorying at see-
ing how prolific the seed of his martyrdom has been, the multi-
tude of his progeny among us having come to be almost beyond 
numbering. Though some descent from his spiritual exaltation, 
and an essential abatement from his glorification, may be imag-
ined, when we consider that, while he was obliged to taste the 
bitter fruits of bigotry and persecution, the saying held true, 
that the fathers ate sour grapes and the children's teeth are set 
on edge; judging from the acerbity of spirit manifested by many 
of our news-journals, both secular and religious so called,- he 
must conclude, that the teeth of these his descendants were set 
on edge, nay, sharpened to bite and devour not only one another, 
but any who might be so unfortunate as to come within reach 
of their belligerent and voracious propensities. Might he not 
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also apprehend that no small proportion of them, if arraigned 
before the General Court or the regular courts of justice, would 
be compelled to plead to an indictment just the opposite of that 
on which he "\Vas convicted and condemned, namely, that their 
sheets "contained 1·eflections" of a very low, rather than "of a 
very high, nature " ? 

Notwithstanding the restrictions to which it has been sub-
jected, and the abuses and corruptions ingrafted upon it, the 
press, within the few centuries of its existence, has come to be 
a chief power in the world, and a source of incalculable good. 
vVho will undertake to enumerate its benefits, or measure the 
extent of its influence? Worthily to employ it is the fulfil-
ment, intellectually, of the command from the voice of God in 
the morn of creation, which with equal appropriateness and 
felicity is inscribed on the tomb of Guttenberg, its great and 
immortal inventor,-" Let there be light." Its productions 
are spread far and wide by land and by sea. Its leaves are 
borne on all the winds of heaven, and bear, not light, knowl-
edge, only, but healing, peace, joy, renovating and saving 
energies to all nations. Sure as the voyager is to spread his 
sails aud launch upon the waves, are they to accompany him on 
his voyage, whether bound to the nearest port, or on the cir-
cuit of the globe. Be it in the cottage or the palace, in the 
crowded city or the distant solitude, there they go, and there 
they are, to enlighten and cheer and solace. What a blessed 
ministry did they fulfil amid the horrors, privations, and suffer-
ings of our late civil war ! Some of the most gifted pens, the 
wisest minds and truest hearts, sent forth of their abundant 
treasures books and tracts, by which to uphold and strengthen, 
and, it might be, gladden, the soldier, who had staked his all for 
Union and Liberty. I fancy now, that I see him hailing one 
of these flying messengers, with a welcome next only to that 
with which tidings from his dearly loved and longed-for home 
would be received; and whether by the pine torch, or the 
struggling moonbeams, or the noonday's sun, drinking in rays 
of wisdom and comfort, amid the rugged wilds through which 
he was passing, from the best teachings of this world, and yet 



more from the world in which there is no need of sun or moon, 
and in which earth's brighest light is melted and lost in the 
divine effulgence. 

So numerous- rather it should be said so innumerable- are 
the productions of the press, and such their world-wide diffu-
sion, that we could scarcely conceive them to be blotted out or 
destroyed, except by a convulsion or conflagration by which the 
earth itself should be annihilated. What folly, then, to think 
of confining this mighty agent, and yet more, the truth of which 
it claims to be the great medium and expositor to the world, 
by the poor weak withes of man's weaving! Why, it is like 
attempting to bind the sea in chains. And the inexpediency 
and injury are yet greater and far more serious than the folly 
of so doing. Says Milton, whose marvellous genius is hardly 
less resplendent in prose than in poetry, "If it come to pro-
hibiting, there is not aught more likely to be prohibited than 
truth itself; whose first appearance to our eyes, bleared and 
dimmed with prejudice and custom, is more unsightly and un-
plausible than many errors; even as the person is of many a 
great man slight and contemptible to see to. If the men be 
erroneous who appear to be the leading schismatics, what with-
holds us but our sloth, our self-will, and distrust in the right 
cause, that we do not give them gentle meetings and gentle 
dismissions ; that we debate not and examine the matter 
thoroughly, with liberal and frequent audience, if not for their 
sakes, yet for our own? Seeing no man who hath tasted learn-
ing, but will confess the many ways of profiting by those, who, 
not ·contented with stale receipts, are able to manage and set 
forth new positions to the world. And were they but as the 
dust and cinders of our feet, so long as in that notion they 
may yet serve to polish and brighten the armory of truth, even for 
that respect they were not utterly to be cast a way." Yes : our 
trust in truth and her innate force must be implicit and entire, 
as our loyalty to her should be unwavering and complete. She 
has no need of bolts and bars, framed by councils or law-makers 
or tyrants of any kind, to guard against and effectually resist the 
assaults of error. Give her but a fair field, and she is omnip-

7 
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otent, whether in defence against or assailing her adversaries. 
No greater mistake has in times past been made, and even now 
is entertained, than to suppose that truth cannot stand or walk 
alone, but is so weak and frail that she must borrow such poor 
crutches and wretched safeguards as may be furnished by erring 
and more or less ignorant men. With her good right arm 
bearing aloft the sword of her own spirit, and upheld by the 
powers of reason, justice, humanity, and the reverence and love 
of her followers ; in her left hand the torch all radiant with 
her blessed light,- we may rest assured, that she will prove 
abundantly competent to fight her own battles, win her own 
laurels, while torches unnumbered and numberless shall be 
kindled at hers, and cause her sacred :flame to penetrate the 
remotest ends of the earth and be universally diffused. Closely 
allied to the claim of free course for truth, is the right of impar-
tial, unfettered investigation, of independent forming and hold-
ing of opinions. Let this right be sacredly protected, for all 
young or old who shall come hither to drink of the fountains of 
knowledge. It has been well, as truly, said," The man who gives 
up his independence of thought and opinion is manacled, and 
will be a prisoner as long as he lives. In short, he is to his 
respective judges just what Sancho was to Don Quixote; fully 
persuaded of enchantments, giants, and adventures, which their 
masters dream of." My friends, I indulge the hope, and I am 
persuaded it is not a vain one, that many of this generation, and 
still more of the generations to follow, will come up to this as a 
consecrated place, where they may adopt or renew vows of 
fealty to the truth, resolved to follow whithersoever her steps 
shall lead, and determined to the utmost of their ability to seek 
and maintain, as the language of our civil oath expresses it. the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 

Besides, in conducting an institution like this, and in order 
to its best efficiency, a watchful eye should be had to the sub-
stantial. Constant and thorough discrimination should be ex-
ercised in selecting and procuring works of solid value, either 
for the information they impart, or the thoughts they suggest, 
or the mental discipline they produce, for some or all of these 
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qualities. One of the best thinkers and scholars of our country 
remarked, that the minds he found most difficulty in grappling 
with, were the one-book men; by which he meant those who 
had confined their attention principally to a few standard works, 
till they had become familiar with and mastered their contents. 
Not that I would ad vocate the total exclusion from your library 
of fiction and poetry, of the light, facetious, and entertaining. 
By flashing meteor-like across the literary firmament, they may 
afford an occasional and needed diversion to the eye and the 
mind, weary with gazing at the fixed stars. Still substance, 
not surface; the solid cube, not the superficial square; quality, 
not quantity; the amount digested, rather than the space gone 
over; not the number of books read, but the knowledge and ·im-
provement derived from them,- it is, which is to be kept chiefly 
and steadily in view by readers and those by whom their intel-
lectual food is provided. Never was this caution so important 
to be heeded as in this age and at the present time. So well, 
with such fOTce and point, has it been set forth and illustrated, 
in its application both to authors and readers, by John Stuart 
Mill, that I am induced to quote him somewhat at length. 
"This is a reading age; and, precisely because it is so reading 
an age, any book which is the result of profound meditation is 
perhaps less likely to be duly and profitably read than at any 
other former period. The world reads too much and too quickly 
to read well. When books were few, to get through one was a 
work of time and labor; what was written with thought was 
read with thought, and with a desire to extract from it as much 
of the materials of knowledge as possible. But when almost 
every person who can spell, can and will write, what is to be 
done? It is difficult to know what to read, except by reading 
every thing; and so much of the world's business is now trans-
acted through the press, that it is necessary to know what is 
printed, if we desire to know what is going on. Opinion weighs 
with so vast a weight in the balance of events, that ideas of no 
value in themselves are of importance from the mere circum-
stance that they aTe ideas, and have a bona fide existence as 
such anywhere out of Bedlam. The world, in consequence, 



52 

gorges itself with intellectual food ; and, in order to swallow the 
more, bolts it. Nothing is now read slowly, or twice over. 
Books are run through with no less rapidity, and scarcely leave 
a more durable impression, than a newspaper article. It is 
from this, among other causes, that so few books are produced 
of any value. The lioness in the fable boasted that, though she 
produced only one at a birth, that one was a lion; but if each 
lion only counted for one, and each leve;ret for one, the advan-
tage would all be on the side of the hare. When every unit is 
individually weak, it is only mn.ltitucle that tells. What won-
der that the newspapers should carry all before them ? A book 
produces hardly a greater effect than an article, and there can be 
three hundred and sixty-five of these in one year. He, there-
fore, who should and would write a book, and write it in the 
proper manner of writing a book, now dashes down his first 
hasty thoughts, or what he mistakes for thoughts, in a periodical. 
And the public is in the predicament of an indolent man, who 
cannot bring himself to apply his miRd vigorously to his own 
affairs, and over whom, therefore, not he who speaks most 
wisely, but he who speaks most frequently, obtains the influ-
ence.-" 

Bear in mind, let me further say to them who are to con-
duct this institution, and them who are to receive its benefits, the 
practical bearing of the treasures collected in and diffused from 
these alcoves. Ignore not the activities of the time, that press 
as a bounden duty on all who live in it. "Action!" thrice uttered 
as it was by the Grecian orator, when asked what were the chief 
requisites of eloquence, is the great demand of our age, in its 
every interest and pursuit. The right of him that hath a dream 
to tell his dream may not be disputed; but the number of his 
listeners will in all likelihood be comparatively few, and his 
life-giving power small indeed. Cloistered seclusion and the 
speculations of a morbid reason and imagination have a poor 
chance and amount to little, amid the stirring energies now at 
work. Activity, bent on and struggling for a " livelier life," 
raised to the exaltation of high resolve and noblest endeavor, is 
their most marked characteristic. Active usefulness it is that 
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"gives to life its lustre and perfume, and we are weeds without 
it." In short, it is no time for dreaming, for airy fancies and 
speculation, for making our literature, as has been charged upon 
a large portion of it, "a mere reflection of the current senti-
ments, and an abandonment of its mission as an enlightener and 
improver of them;" a mere apology for inanity, inefficiency, and 
a sense of vacuity, instead of an inciter to wise designs, lofty 
aspirations, and worthy actions. 

"But one grand life, whose noble deeds 
File by like men to battle, 

Borne strongly to its glorious end 
Amid the world's vain rattle, 

Is worth a thousand promises 
Dreamed by a brain ascetic: 

Our glory is in acts, not words ; 
Deeds done, not deeds prophetic." 

Moreover, and above all, let there reside here, and from this 
place ever go forth, a moral and religious influence. In so ex-
horting, I trust you will understand me as having no reference 
to party or sect, but a spirit soaring altogether above them. 
It is in their broadest, truest sense, that I ask you to give their 
just weight to moral and religious considerations in dispensing 
the privileges and benefits of this institution. - Amid engrossing 
worldly interests, it is folly, -if not wilful blindness, it is practi-
cal insanity,- to let the voice which can alone rightly interpret 
and direct them be drowned in the din of this lower and ma-
terial world. Our advance in this land and age is most in 
worldly greatness; but nothing worth, if it abjure the inexpressi-
bly higher interests of learning, virtue, and religion; worse than 
nothing, if it leads only to wider spiritual bankruptcy and ruin. 
There are many-may there be many, very many more- "who, 
apprehending the true value of this material prosperity, deeply 
feel the responsibilities it imposes, and would endeavor to direct 
and use it in a manner demanded by the solemn teachings of 
the past, by the pressing claims of the present, by the mighty 
possibilities of the future." No investments are so secure, or 
so well deserving the name of securities, no expenditures of 
time, labor, or money, no bread cast on the waters, more sure 
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to return without delay unduly prolonged, or to yield a large 
and rich reward, than those devoted to the wholesome nurture 
and healthful gro\vth of the mind. And minds, it is certain, 
cannot be sufficiently nourished, or adequately guarded and 
guided, if the essential elements of morality and religion be 
wanting. Genius, too, what wreaths can that weave for itself, 
with what garlands can its brow be adorned, fairer or more 
glorious, than the beauty and glory of its consecration to the 
highest culture of the intellectual and immortal part? Sons 
thus consecrated it has had, some of whom who, though cut 
down like the early flower, have left a sweet and delectable 
fragrance behind; others who have passed on to their merid-
ian, strewing their way with culled flowers and ripe fruits; 
others still, who, holding on to a career lengthened to its ut-
most limit, have kept their faculties and zeal for good, bright 
and brightening to the last, just as the most brilliant hues of 
nature are seen in the departing year. 

" Piety has found 
Friends in the friends of science; and true prayer 
Has flowed from lips wet with Castalian clew." 

So from many most eminently gifted minds and pens and hearts 
has proceeded a power, not only to amuse and cheer, but to 
enlighten, cultivate, form to virtue, prepare for usefulness and 
happiness here, and heavenly blessedness hereafter. On the 
other hand, the number, alas I is not small of possessors of the 
finest and most brilliant powers of intellect and imagination, 
who have perverted them to pandering to base appetites and 
passions, to ministering to diseased and corrupt fancies, and 
leading them spell-bound by unnatural, monstrous, accursed 
creations; digging pitfalls of ruin for the young and inexperi-
enced, and working untold mischief and misery. Whoever 
lets fall one discoloring, bitter drop into the sweet, transparent 
waters of truth, innocence, and virtue, is so far an enemy to his 
race. I-Iow much more are they its foes, who, systematically, 
for selfish and wicked ends, aim, by their writings, at the corrup-
tion and degradation of souls; who to the mind's health and 
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peace are the pestilence walking in darkness, and the destruction 
wasting at noonday! Of such the of Edmund Burke, 
strong as it is, is none too strong, when he says, in giving his 
estimate of what is likely to result from a character chiefly de-
pendent for fame and fortune on knowledge and talent, as well 
in its morbid and perverted state as in that which is sound and 
natural, ""Naturally, men so formed and finished are the first gifts 
of Providence to the world. But when they have once thrown 
off the fear of God, which was in all ages too often the case, 
and the fear of man, which is now the case, and when in that 
state they come to understand one another, and to act in corps, 
a more dreadful calamity cannot arise out of hell to scourge 
mankind." Be it, then, ever borne in view, that poison lurks 
in the feast of knowledge of which we are invited to partake; 
that among the plants and fruits of human wisdom, as in the 
first garden, there is a serpent, and a tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, from which the most watchful moral discrimina- · 
tion alone can save us from reaping direful consequences. For-
tunately there is reserved to us the power of such discrimination. 
Though the issue of immoral and pernicious publications may 
not, except in most flagrant instances, be Testrained, we are not 
obliged to purchase Ol' read or circulate them. Our part it is,-
would that we might invariably choose and be true to it!- to 
cultivate purity of taste, and exercise sound moral judgment, in 
regard to whatever works we select for our own or commend to 
others' reading ; seeing to it, that, while the intellect is informed 
and trained to wisdom, the heart is made and kept right, its 
sensibilities chastened and regulated, its affections attached to 
and its impulses directed toward the worthiest objects, the heart 
and conscience kindled and made tenderly, uniformly alive to 
every mOTal and religious obligation. Thus are the greatest 
enlargement of mind and elevation of character wisely and 
most effectually sought; for-

"It is the heart, and not the brain, 
Which to the highest doth attain." 

In dedicating, then, this edifice to the memory of our de-
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parted brave, and the instruction of the living, we consecrate it, 
:first of all and over. all, to the God of both the dead and living, 
and to the everlasting, all-important interests of truth, virtue, 
and pure religion. While we dedicate it to the names and 
services of those here specially mentioned, as we do most 
solemnly and affectionately, we yet bear in grateful remembrance 
all the wise, patriotic, and good who have preceded them here, 
and in the light of whose example they went forth to do and 
to die in their country's cause. At the same time that we dedi-
cate it, as now we would, with all the solemnity becoming 
the sacred interests involved, to the other main purpose of 
its erection,- that of the diffusion of knowledge by books 
and reading among all of every class and age, -I delight 
to advert to antecedents, and to recall associations, which 
seem to constitute the present occasion, as tending to the fulfil-
ment of that purpose, but a consummation in entire accordance 
with the past history of this place. A literary air has from its 
:first settlement pervaded it. :Most of its professional men have 
been liberally educated, and some of them have been eminent 
for their classical and scientific attainments. Among the teach-
ers of its schools have been VV an·en, Channing, Sparks, Proctor, 
Emerson, Miles, Carter, Russel, Wood, Fletcher,- all eminent 
for scholarship,- with others that might be named, Of their 
pupils were Frederick Wilder, dearly loved and early lost, 
whose name I can never-for friendship's sake alone-utter 
without deep emotion; whom I hesitate not to pronounce with-
out a peer, for the combination of intellectual and moral quali-
ties, in the seven classes with which I was connected in Harvard 
University; Horatio Greenough, also, the distinguished Ameri-
can sculptor, who in youth gave unmistakable indications of the 
peculiar talent which shone so conspicuously in his subsequent 
career; and many besides, who, in the professions, in literary and 
scientific pursuits, in the walks of business, of civil and political 
life, have been eminently useful and honored, and at least have 
done no discredit even to such teachers. vVriters, too, and 
authors we have had, worthy of special and honorable mention. 
Mrs. Rowlandson's "Removes," -the narrative given by one 
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of the earliest settlers and the first minister's wife, from the day 
of her capture amid all the horrors of fire, wounds, and death, 
which she touchingly designates "the dolefulest day that ever 
mine eyes saw," to the time of her deliverance from wretched 
and almost hopeless captivity,-while deeply interesting in itself, 
is regarded by competent judges to be one of the most authen-
tic and accurate accounts of the character, habits, and modes of 
life of the aboriginal inhabitants of this country. Coming 
down to a much later period, there was the and Cleve-
land family residing, in patriarchal union, in the venerable, and 
for its time stately, mansion, around which cluster the buildings 
of that excellent institution, the State Industrial School for 
Girls. At the head of that family, as pictured by my earlier 
recollections, was Joseph Hill/!·, an officer of the Revolution, a 
friend of Washington, and in token of his confidence appointed 
by him first Collector, under the Federal Constitution, of the 
port of Salem and Beverly; a man of high principle and bear-
ing, the refined, accomplished, Christian gentleman. Rarely, 
if ever,-and I appeal to some present better capable than myself 
of judging, to bear me out in the assertion,-has such an amount 
of talent, cultivation, and varied attainment been concentrated 
under a single family roof. Included within that domestic 
circle were four sisters, all of rich and various culture, two of 
whom made valuable contributions to the current literature; 
also the husbands of the latter, both intelligent and well in-
formed, entertaining and agreeable companions, of great energy 
and wide experience, having travelled or navigated over a large 
portion of the globe ; one of them being the author of an 
interesting and remarkable narrative of his voyages and com-
mercial adventures in which he had borne a principal part, 
and likewise the father of Henry R. Cleveland, whose literary 
remains attest his well-earned distinction as a man of taste, a 
writer and scholar. Then there was Caroline Lee Hentz, whose 
warm heart, fervent soul, and attractive graces here had their 
birth and early nurture; whose thoughts and affections, notwith-
standing long distance and absence, were always to the end of 
her life strongly and fondly drawn hither. Her mature life 
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was mostly passed in our Southern States, where her tales and 
romances by the power of vivid description, the florid style and 
luxuriant imagination, which marked them, found a congenial 
atmosphere, and gained a popularity second perhaps to none of 
the kind, or indeed of any kind, in that region. Another I 
must not in justice to yourselves, or the place, or a deservedly 
acquired reputation, omit to refer to, who, though not a native, 
not strictly to the manor born, is by association and residence 
one with you and us; whose modesty yet, as we are favored 
with her presence, I should fear to offend by pronouncing her 
name; and I will therefore content myself with simply ex-
pressing the wish, to which I am sure of a general and hearty 
response, that all the wares brought to the literary market might 
be superior as hers. But I go one. step further. I claim for 
you a share in the origin and influence of the works of some 
who have had here a temporary abode and occupation, but 
whose interest and attachments never forsook, rather have been 
increased, warmed, mellowed, by time, in this scene of their 
early teachings and labors. So was it with William Ellery 
Channing, the eloquent divine, the far-famed writer, the en-
lightened and devoted philanthropist. So it was with Jared 
Sparks, who, to the credit lastingly to be accorded to him for 
the offices he filled and the works he did so well, will be super-
added in all coming time the title of biographer par excellence 
of vV ashington. So it is -long may he be spoken of in the 
present tense- with another, with whose attendance we are hon-
ored to-day, George B. Emerson, who, having with unwearied 
fidelity and signal success been a teacher of one generation ; 
having contributed greatly to elevate his profession, to enlarge 
its sphere, and place it in importance and the public esteem by 
the side of what are termed the learned professions; vying 
still with the most forward in devising and inculcating the best 
methods of promoting that all-concerning interest, education, 
and besides being always 1·eady to enter, heart and hand, into 
any enterprises and the upholding of any institutions by which 
our race might be exalted and blessed,- has, moreover, by his 
writings laid the community under weighty obligation; and in 
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his treatise on arboriculture, if he has not, like the fabled music 
of Orpheus and his lyre, drawn the groves after him, he draws 
from them rich lessons and stores of science, taste, and practical 
wisdom. 

With such associations, derived from the past and present, 
which may justly be regarded in themselves favoring auspices 
and bright auguries, we may turn with animating hope and 
confidence to the future of this hall and this institution, now con-
secrated at once to genuine patriotism and good learning. Most 
cordially, my friends, do I congratulate you on the work so well 
begun, and carried to such completion. Long may you live to 

·witness and enjoy the benefits thence accruing, that are destined, 
I trust, to flow down and be diffused through uncounted genera-
tions ! If that is too much to anticipate for each,- and all of you 
must, in the order of nature, at no very remote period, have 
passed from these earthly scenes, -it is pleasant, very, to think 
of the instruction, the impulses and incentives to virtuous living, 
the solace and delights, which mariy of every condition and age 
may partake and enjoy, when you that have reared these walls 
and spread this intellectual banquet ·shall be dwellers in the 
region of spiritual, heavenly, and ever-progressive illumination. 
Walter Scott, in that combination of penetrating discernment 
and real pathos wrought at times by his magic pen, represents 
Dumbiedikes as saying on his death-bed, in his parting advice 
to his son, " Jock, when ye hae naething else to do, ye may be 
aye sticking in a tree; it will be growing, Jock, when ye're 
sleeping. My father tauld me sae forty years sin', but I ne'er 
fand time to mind him." May the tree you have here planted, 
evermore, whether your eyes behold it, or are closed in the sleep 
that in this world knows no waking, be spreading and strength-
ening its roots, sending out branches clad in foliage of living 
green, and laden with fruit, fair to the eye, pleasant to the taste, 
of which whoever tastes shall live, and not die, surely not die 
that worst of deaths, the only one we need to dread, that of the 
mind; but from which the soul may derive continually increasing 
light, health, peace, and joy. Let us, furthermore, hope and 
trust that while the call issuing from these portals, made tender 

C"f v, I, 
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and affecting by these memorials of martyrs for their country's 
good, shall sound out to this and succeeding ages, clothing itself in 
the language of sacred writ,-Ho! every one that thirsteth, come 
ye to the waters : come ye, buy and eat, without money and 
without price,- it may be responded to heartily and fully by 
multitudes who shall here not only drink deep of the fountains 
of human knowledge, but shall imbibe largely of the wisdom 
that is from above, and thither leads the way. 

//.' 

CBR IS'IOPRER TOP P AN THA E R. 
It well said that the best part or b s-

t01 y is biography, . and we might well add bat 
the best of philosophy is also btQgrap.hy; for 
the manner iri whtch .a man r trou · ltect, 
deep sentiment and pure chat·acter ers h ts 
lite 1S the lesson which man ca.fl teach or 
men can learn. To preserve the record of such a 
life is, therefore, not only a blgh privilege, bt t a 
solemn duty. . 

on the 23d of June last tbere came tp me With 
electnc haste, in a distant land "the sea, 
the sad intellil!e:qce tfiat the m;m, troll\ 
ot whole life I bad learned more than fro bat 
of any ot¥r, hade-one to be clothed with ;tno Im-
mortality· or the good,-the Rey. fop-
pan 'Illayerof Boston. So far .as ea'ttbllf 'presed-Ce 
1s concerned, the tie of a 'frlendsh'ip 
oroke1i, which for fifteen had tiQell o of 
tbe deepet.t Joys of my lite. And 1 have des red, 
among my first acts after returnmg to \uy n!).ttve 
land 1 to express my deep gratftuae. the r_tCh 
legacy of hiS ex:ample,-tor SUCh a llte and SIJCil 
a de'ath. · . 

It requires no great reader of chatactet to 
analyze the qualities of Mr. Thayer's mind or 
beart. 'fhe first impressiOn or him was e:enerally 
the oPe, and further tntercourse .od1y .£teep-
enec:;l and strengthened and enriched it. In h1m• 
were found those rare uniues ot sound jude,:oient 
and finest sentiment, of strong upnghtl)ess and 
tenderest sympathy, of large practicality and 

generosity whtch mark alone the full 
man. ;No one of nis many friends can forget 
how he could clothe the llhrewdest maxims in the 
most gentle playfulness of speech, carry. 
them ooth sharp instruotton ana ke&n delight. 
And no one who knew him intimately can fall to 1 t·emember bow the best thoughts, the. best feel-
mgs ann the best ex:presstons would jtow thG' 
sympathy of hts touch. Jie alway lai his and 
upon ana brought out the be:>t sicte of he n ture 
w1tQ, which.. he came into contaot; a net ,a.Ji g r;eater 
power for good is there than tbil!l? lt if. un.-
ertlng of t;lle truest and ht est lll\llan· 
thrdPY• . RJ.s form we can no longer see, an .1us IQ.ndly 
voiqe we can no longer hear, but his memor:f is to 
those of us who knew him best a strength and an 
exam-ple which willt-mpel ,us and .. .. u. §".t() the 
attainment of tllat hil!her. Wl\iCll be so 
nobly represented, and to follow upon tne way 
wnich will finally bring us to him ag;tin iQ. the 
1Jlace wnere parting ls unknown, 

Columbia College, Oct. 13, 1880. ----· 
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I. 

THE purple haze of summer days 
Lies low above the sleeping hills ; 
Beneath the Sun's warm touch, the Earth 
To her deep centre throbs and thrills; 
And Peace above the smiling land 
Her gentle benediction breathes ; 
And round the sheathed and rusty brand, 
The summer-blooming laurel wreathes. 

Seven times the earth her solemn course 
Has wheeled around the central sphere,-
Seven times the change from bud to leaf 
Has marked the noon-day of the year,-
Since that wild spring-time, when the blast 
That kindled all the land to flame, 
With cloud and thunder, o'er us passed, 
And woke us from our dream of shame ! 

II. 

We had dwelt with the heroes of mythical ages,-
The gods on Olympus, the men of old Rome, 

The chivalrous knights of King Arthur's romances, 
The paladins clustered round Charlemagne's throne. 
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We thought that all chivalry, valor, and beauty 
Had melted like dew, in the noon of our time; 

That the clang of the loom and the beat of the piston 
Now made for the world its most musical chime. 

Like the sound of a trumpet, the voice of an angel, 
Like the light that around the transfigured once shone, 

Came the noise of the battle, the glare of its bale-fires : 
We sprang from our slumbers; our visions bad gone! 

We turned from the past with its glooms and its shadows; 
The light of the present shone full on our brow, 

Flushed crimson with shame, at the thought that its grandeur 
Had never been felt by our spirits till now ! 

We saw that whatever of truth and of valor, 
Whatever of glory, past ages can claim, 

Still shines in the laurels that garland the heroes 
Who fought the good fight in fair Liberty's name! 

Though the knights for their ladies have run their last tourney, 
True knights at the service of freedom bad we; 

Though their helmets be doffed, and their war-cries be silent, 
Our rifle-balls sang the shrill song of the free ! 

So the dark years of war and the wild days of battle 
We welcomed, and knew that truth grappled with wrong ; 

Bade farewell to the olive of peace for a season, 
the blood-dripping laurel the theme of our song!-

Until we saw, above the rescued land, 
Shine in the sky, the golden bow of peace ; 

And hailed the omen,- promising at last, 
From all the woes of war a swift release. 

III. 

How dream-like seemed those fever days of war! 
How cool the breath from arid battle-plains! 
The cannon-echoes sound but faint and far, 
And dim have grown the crimson banner stains. 



63 

Alas! how little trace on earth or sky, 
The hurrying past, however stormy, leaves! 
The broken branches fall to earth and die, 
But not one element in nature grieves. 

The war-scorched plains where grappled hostile bands,-
Where nameless heroes fought, and fighting, died, -
The spring-time clothes again with genial hands, 
And hides the wave-marks of the battle-tide. 

Thanks for the kindly years 
That rob us of our tears,-

That heal the wounded heart and soothe the pangs of sorrow ; 
That leave our joy and pride 
In our heroes glorified ; 

But from the night of mourning keep their promise of the morrow. 

IV. 

Still lives the memory of our fallen brave, 
Though tattered banners gather silent dust, 
And fades the crimson stain from land and wave, 
And sword and cannon moulder into rust! 

We walk the weary paths of wordly life, 
Uncertain of the worth of all we win, -
Theirs the long rest that follows glorious strife, 
The peace that dawns upon the battle's din, 

For those who fight upon the side of God, 
And, dying, know they do not die in vain, 
But see, up-looking from the bloody sod, 
The martyr's aureole crown the battle-plain! 

Let the storied marbles rise 
Till they touch the arching skies,-

Let brush and chisel tell, to the world, the thrilling story 
Of the men who died for truth, 
And the golden hopes of youth 

For the love of freedom yielded, and bartered life for glory ! 
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v. 

Here in the sacred heart 
Of the dear old pilgrim land, 

Whose heroes wrought their part 
To save their father's land,-

Where the streams and woods are vocal 
With the voice of ancient years, 

And hills and fields are hallowed 
By the pilgrim's blood and tears,-

With sober hearts and humble, 
We come to own our debt, 

To the hero-sons of heroes, 
Who proved that there lingers yet 

Some trace of the ancient spirit, 
That fired the men of old ; 

That, under our sordid drosses, 
Still burns the virgin gold ! 

Within these walls shall echo 
The voices heard of yore, 

Which the truth revealed from heaven, 
To the waiting people bore, 

Of bards, whose lips were touched 
With a spark of heavenly fire, 

And who struck, with prophet-fingers, 
The poet's ringing lyre,-

Which told of the deeds of heroes, 
Whose blood redeemed the earth 

From the bonds of old oppression, 
Of the throes of Freedom's birth, 

Of the dawn of civic order, 
Of the v_ictories of peace, 

Of the promise of that future, 
When the days of war shall cease. 
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But the sculptured names above 
Shall tell their nobler tale, 

Through day and night the same, 
Beneath the starlight pale, 

Or when round the western mountain 
The evening glory lingers, 

And paints the pallid marble 
With sunset's rosy fingers ! 

VI. 

This pile your hands have builded 
Is built for t i.'lle alone: 

The ru::;t shall eat the iron, 
The moss shall crust the stone, 

The massy walls shall crumble, 
And sink in dust away, 

When the fingers of the ages 
Have wrought their sure decay; 

But a deed that is done for freedom,-
A blow that is struck for truth, -

Shall live with the souls of men, 
In a self-renewing youth ! 

In the golden book of Heaven, 
The sacred names are written, 

Of the heroes and the martyrs 
Who the hosts of sin have smitten ! 

No need of our poor endeavors: 
Their work was its own reward; 

The seed shall grow, that they planted 
On the bloody battle-sward, 

And the harvest shall be gathered 
In the good time of the Lord ! 

When the march of the solemn years 
Hath brought us to their goal, 
The precious blood and tears, 
Wrung from each hero-soul, 

9 
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Shall be paid in flowing measure, full and free : 
For virtue bringeth peace; 
And the wrongs and sins of old 
Shall pass like troubled dreams; 
And the shock and crash of ·arms, 
And the battle's wild alarms, 
In God's own time shall cease ; 
And the light of his holy law, 
With its mingled love and awe, 

Shall shine o'er all the earth, and light the solemn sea! 



APPENDIX. 

PREPARED BY REV. GEORGE M. BARTOL, AND EXTRACTED IN PART FROM THE 

" CLINTON CouRANT" oF JuNE 20, 1868. 

DEDICATION OF SOLDIERS' MEMORIAL HALL IN 
LANCASTER, JuNE 17, 1868. 

AT a meeting of the citizens of the town, held in 1\Iarch, 1867, it was 
voted to app.ropriate $5,000 for the purpose of building a 1\lemorial 
Hall, provided a like amount should be raised by subscription. The 
additional $5-,000 was more than made up, several of the citizens of the 
town contributing sums ranging from $500 to $1,000. The matter was 
intrusted to a committee of seven, consisting of the following gentle-
men: NATHANIEL THAYER, Esq., Rev. G. J\1. BARTOL, Dr. J. L. S· 
THOMPSON, HENRY WILDER, JACOB FISHER, QUINCY WHITNEY, and 
Maj. E.l\I. FuLLER. Of this committee, the selectmen have been mem-
bers ex officio. 

The building, which is situated in the rear of the town common, be-
tween the parish church and the town ball, bas been completed at a 
cost of $25,000 ; the balance, above appropriation and subscription, hav-
ing been contributed by NATHANIEL TrrAYER, Esq., a native of Lan-
caster, by whose munificence the library bad been already very largely 
endowed. The style is classic, of the so-called Renaissance ; the ma-
terial being granite, brown freestone, and brick. Dimensions: 56k by 
36i- feet. The mason-work was done by Fairbanks & Frazer, of Clin-
ton, and the wood-work by Robert Black, Esq., of 1\larlborough. 

Inside, the walls and ceilings are frescoed in the highest style of the 
art, by Bra-fer, of Boston. The entire arrangement of the building re-
flects much credit on the architects, Messrs. and Harris, also of 
Boston. 
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Immediately above the porch, and architecturally connected with it, 
is a recessed panel or niche of freestone, bearing in bas-relief an urn 
surrounded by a wreath of oak-leaves, draped in mourning, and resting 
upon a pedestal of bound staves, representing the Union intl:lct. On the 
pedestal appears the national coat of arms, and against it lean a mus-
ket and .sword. 

The entry bears on either wall a marble tablet ; that on the right thus 
inscribed:-

1653-1868. 
THIS EDIFICE 

TO THE SOLE HONOR AND MEl\IORY1 UNDER GOD, 

OF THOSE BRAVE AND LOYAL VOLUNTEERS, 

NATIVE OR RESIDENT OF LA""CASTER, 
WHO FELL MAINTAINING THE NATION'S CAUSE 

IN '!'HE BATTLES OF TilE GREAT HEBELLION1 

IS EREC'!:ED ON THE VERGE OF A FIELD 

LONG USED BY THE INHABITANTS AS A MILITARY l\1USTER-GUOUND1 

AND NEAR THE FOURTH BUILDING 

OF THE TOWN'S FIRST CHURCH, INSTITUTED 1653. 

" The grass .withereth, .and the :flower thereof falleth away; but the word of the Lord 
endureth for ever." 

WITHIN ITS WALLS THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF THE TOWN, 

WASTED BY FlUE AND OTHER ACCIDENTS, • 

AND ALSO THE TOWN'S LIBRARY, FOUNDED IN 1862, 
ARE NOW MORE SAFELY THAN HEUETOFOUE DEPOSITED. 

''Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it; except the Lord 
keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain." 

The tablet on the left has this inscription : -
"The memorial of virtue is immortal. When it is present, men take example at it; 

and when it is gone, they desire it." 

THIS BUILDING, 

BEGUN AND COMPLETED A.D. 1867-8, 
IS DEDICATED, BY THEIR FELLOW-CI'fiZENS, 

TO THE SACRED MEMORY OF 'l'HOSE MEN OF LANCASTER 

WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES FOR THE INTEGRITY OF THE UEPUBLIC 

IN THE CIVIL WAR, 1861-1865. 

WE CAN NEVER BE DEATHLESS TILL WE DIE. 

IT IS TilE DEAD WIN BATTLES- NO: THE BRAVE 

DIE NEVER. BEING DEATHLESS, THEY BUT CHANGE 

THEIR COUNTRY'S VOWS FOR l\10RE7 -THEIR COUNTRY'S HEART.· 
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A door at the right conducts us into a fire-proof room, 13 by 19 feet, 
and 12 feet in height, designed for the use of town officers. The floor 
is laid on iron beams with brick arches ; the ceiling is similarly con-
structed. The room is furnished with iron doors and shutters, and 
convenient cases are arranged at one end for records and papers. 

On the left of the vestibule is the office-room of the librarian, 16 by 
13 feet, and 12 feet in height. This room connects, by means of a con-
veniently furnished ante-room, with the main room of the building. 

The twofold design of the building- as a library and as a l\Iemorial 
Hall- everywhere appears. The main hall is constructed in the form 
of an octagon, the distance from side to si.de being 34 feet. The height 
from the floor to the skylight is 26 feet. Directly in front of the en-
trance-door, and on the farther side of the room, is a large marble tab-
let, bearing the names of the soldiers, citizens, or natives of the town 
who died in the war, arranged in the order of date of decease, with 
age. Upon the upper part of the tablet appears the following:-

THAT OUR POSTERITY MAY ALSO KNOW THEM, 

AND THE CHILDREN TIIAT ARE YET UNBORN. 

Then follows the list of thirty-nine deceased soldiers, as below:-

George Wright Cutler, Oct. 21, 1861.-23. 
Willard Raymond Lawrence, Oct. 21, 1861.- 28. 
James Gardner Warner, Oct. 21, 1801.-31. 
Luther Gerry Turner, Nov. 1, 1861.-24. 
Franklin Hawkes Farnsworth, May 31, 1862.-19. 
James Burke, Sept. 1, 1862.-26. 
Robert Roberts Moses, Oct. 3, 1862.-26. 
Ebenezer Waters Richards, Dec. 13, 1862.-37. 
George Lee Thurston, Dec. 15, 1862.- 31. 
Henry Maynard Putney, April 28, 1863.-20. 
David Wilder Jones, May 3, 1863.-46. 
James Dillon, May 10, 1863.-26. 
Charles Timothy :Fairbanks, June 19, 1863.-27. 
Henry Albert Cutler, July 9, 1863. -19. 
Oscar Frary, July 28, 1863.-27. 
Stephen Adams Keyes, Aug. 10, 1863. -19. 
Walter Andrew Brooks, Aug. 22, 1863.-20. 
John Patric"4: Wise, March 15, 1864.-19. 
John Chickering Haynes, March 19, 1864.-30. 
Stephen \Vesley Gray, April 4, 1864.- 32. 
James Andrew Bridge, May 15, 1864.-21. 
Henry Jackson Parker, May 15, 1864. - 28. 
Sumner Russell Kilburn, May 16, 1864.-21. 
Solon Whiting Chaplin, June 5, 1864.-40. 
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William Dustin Carr, June 20, 1864.-40. 
Samuel Mirick Bowman, July 2G, 1864.-28. 
Caleb Wood Sweet, Aug. 3, 1864.-23. 
Edward Richmond Washburn, Sept. 5, 1864.-28. 
Horatio Elisha Turner, Sept. 8, 1864.-20. 
·william Schumacher, Sept. 13, 1864.-22. 
Frederic Fordyce Nourse, Sept. 13, 18G4.- 22. 
George Walton Divoll, Sept. 21, 1864.-37. 
John Louis Moeg!Jft, Sept. 28, 1864.-53. 
Oren Hodgman, Sept. 30, 1864.-21. 
Luke Ollis, Oct. 13, 1864.- 21. 
Fordyce Horan, Nov. j, 1864.-21. 
Francis Henry Faitlbanks, Jan. 4, 1865.-30. 
Edward Russell Joslyn, April 10, 1865.- 21. 
Francis Washburn, April22, 1865.-26.* 

Beneath the tablet, and cut in gilt on the walnut base, are the 
words,-

IN THE SIGHT OF THE UNWISE TilEY SEEJIIED TO DIE, 

AND THEIR DEPAUTUHE 'VAS TAKEN FOR 1\ITSEHY, 

AND THEIR GOING FROJ\f US TO BK UTTER DESTRUCTION j 

BUT THEY ARE PEACE. 

Above this tablet is the "war window," of stained glass, on \vhich 
appear the Holy Bible and military emblems, as sword, helmet, shield, 
victor's wreath, and national flag. 

Directly above the centre of the hall is a domed skylight, or "peace 
window," also of stained glass, with this sentence in the border, in the 
old-English character:-

" m:f)cJ:! sf) all beat tf)cit slnorlls into :plougf]sf}arrs anll tf)eit s}rcars into 
pnming-f)oolts; ncitf)ct: sf)aU tf)ry- learn anl:! more;" 

and representing the breaking away of the clouds of war, and the de-
scent of the dove with the olive-branch of peace. 

At tbe springing of this dome is the following motto, also in old-Eng-
lish letter: -

" tnttfJ enllurrtf) anll is alln«}ls strong. ft lihrtf) a:nll ronqtteretf) fat 
ehcrmore, HJc ftingllom, :pob:Jer, anll mnjcstl:! of all ages.'' 

On the walls of the hall, above and below, shelves are arranged for 
the use of the library, on the peg system of the British .Museum. A 
gallery runs round seven sides of the room, with a li).!ht iron railing, 

* Albert Gilman Hunting, deceased June 25, 1862, JEt. 19, volunteered at Holliston; 
but his family removed directly afterwards to Lancaster, to which town he belonged . 
when mustered into service. 
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and sustained by iron columns. The estimated capacity is 25,000 
volumes. 

A flight of stairs leads from the vestibule to rooms directly above 
the fire-proof and office rooms, at the west end of the building; also to 
the galleries. The north room is designed as a general reading-room. 
Folding doors connect this ·with the south or "cabinet room." This 
room is to be devoted to natural-history collections, and is furnished 
with elegant and convenient black-walnut cases, drawers, and cup-
boards. Arrangements are also made for mineralogical and ornitho-
logical specimens, &c., &c. 

The entire interior is elegantly finished in black walnut, and is to be 
warmed by furnaces in the basement, and lighted by gas. 

DEDICATION. 

Appropriate dedicatory services were held last Wednesday, the 
17th inst.; this date being the ninety-third anniversary of the battle 
of Bunker Hill. 

The services commenced at about 2j o'clock, NATHANIEL THAYER, 
Esq., presiding. The order of exercises was as follows:-

I. Statement of Executive Committee. 
II. Music by the Band. 

III. Reading of Scriptures, by Rev. G. R. Leavitt. 
IV. Dedicatory Prayer, by Rev. G. M. Bartol. 
V. Music by the Band. 

VI. Address, by Rev. Christopher T. Thayer, of Boston. 
VII. Music by the Band. 

VIII. Ode, by H. F. Buswell, Esq., of Canton. 
IX. Prayer and Benediction, by Rev. Dr. Whittemore. 







LANCASTER MEMORIAL HALL. The town of 
Lancaster, in this State, has set an example well 1 

wGrthy of imitation by many other towns in our 
Commonwealth in the manner in which she pro-
poses to perpetuate the memory of thirty-nine of 
her citizens who gave their lives for their country 
in ! the late war of the rebellion. A memorial 
btillding bas been erected at a cost of $25,000, of 
wh1ch sum the town appropriated $5000 and the 
balance was made up by subscriptions and dona-
tions. Nathaniel Thayer, Esq., of this city, a 
native of the town, made a large and generous 
donation, and the library, which is to occupy a 
part of the building, has been largely endowed by 
him. The building has a two-fold design-to fur-
nish a Memorial Hall and a library room with a 
capacity of 25,000 volumes. 

We have received from Nichols & Noyes, the 
publisher,,. a copy of the dedlc'ltory exercises, 
which took plaoe }Bst J e. 'l'he address was de-
livered by e: • , opher T. Thayer of Boston, 
and a most excellent and appropriate affdress it 
was. He spoke of and contrasted the commence-
ment and progress of the war of the Revolution 
anq:the war of the rebellion, and gave a complete 
history of the part taken by Lancaster and Lan-
caster }Den in those two struggles. The wisdom 
ofithat Providence which prolonged the war of the 
rebellion beyond the expectations and wishes of 
thejloyal men who witnessed its commencement 

by a careful history of the various 
phases ofthe war and an enumeration of its re-
sults and benefits, and the last part of the address 
was devoted to some interesting statements of the 
appropriate work of a library, and the manner in 
which it can best be made to answer its whole pur-
pose in promoting the intelligence and morality of 
those who use it. The pamphlet to which we have 
referred besides Mr, Thayer's address, 
an:ode by H. F. Buswell, Esq., of Canton, and a 
description. of the building. 



<!tltuton 
Saturday Morning, June 20, 1868. 

AJ@"' Th.e COURANT is punlishetl on. Satur• 
tln,y o:f each ·week ; a1ul no pape1·s ·will be 
<lclive1·etl at the Post Office 01· by n.e·ws 
tlcalers, o1· at the office o:f IHl.blication, un-
til Sn,turday m.orn.in.g. 

Dc<lication oC Sol<lie•·s' lUen•o•·Ial 
Hall in. Lancaster, June 17th, 1868. 

At a meeting of the citizens of the town, 

The rich n.ppen.rance of the vestibule first at-
tracts the visitor'l!l notice. The frescoing and 
tiling are in the true Pompeian style, and at-
test the value of " first impressions." On a 
marble ta.blet at the right arc the following in-
scriptions : 

A. D. lw3-1Su7, 
Tltis Edifice, to the sole honor and memory under 

of those bmve a:nd loyal volunteers, nativa or res· 
ulm1t ?f Lancaster, who fell _maintaining the Nation's 
cause m the of the gren.t Rebellion, is erected 
on t)1_e verge of a field long used by the inhabitants ns 
a m1litnry muster ground and near the fourth bu'ldin"" 
of the Town's Fir:st Church, instituted, lGin. o 

" The grass wit.heretll :wd the flower fnlleth 
held in 1\Iarch, 1867, it was voted to appropri- <may but the word of the Lord emlureth f01·eyer.'J 
ate $5,000 for the purpose of building a Me- Within its walls the public records of the town I by fire and accidents, and also the 
morial Hall, provided a like amount should be T .. founded m 1SG:2, are now more safely than 
raised by subscription. The additional $5,000 hcrctefore deposited. 
was more than made up, several of the citizens tlte Lord build the house they lal.>or iu v<tin that build 1t; ex9.ept l .. ord the? city the watch· 
of the town contributing sums ranging from m::tn waketh but m vmn." 
$500 to $1,000. The matter was entrusted to On the tablet at the left appears tho fol-
tL committee of seven, consisting of the follow- lowing : 
ing gentlemen: Nathaniel Thayer, Esq., Rev. The memorial of virttw is immortal. When it b present men take example at it, and when it is rronc u. M. Bartol, Dr. J. L. S. 'rhomp.son, Henry theydesireit. o 

Wilder, Jacob .Fisher, Quincy Whitney and This building, l.>egun and completed A. D. 18G7-b ;. by tlleir fellow citizens to the sacreclmemor 
1\iaj. E. M. Fuller. Of this committee the of those men of Lancaster who gave their lives forth ' integrity of the Itepublic in the civil war, 18Gl-18G5, 1 

selectmen have been members, ex officio. We can never be deathless till we die. It is the \ka'• I 
The work has been carried to a successful win ba.ttles. No, tlte brave die never. Being death· less they but change theiL· country's vows fer more-

completion, at a cost of about $25,000-the their Clmntry's heart. 
balance, above appropriation and subscrip- A door at the right conducts us into a. fire 
tion of citizens already referred to, being con- proof room, 13xl9 feet and 12 feet in height, 
tributed through the generosity of a well designed for the use of the authorities of the 1 
known citizen of Lancaster. tewn. The floor is laid on iron beams with 

Various sites were proposed for the hall, and brick arches ; the ceiling is similarly 1. 

the one finally accepted for the purpose wu.e l'!tructed. The room is furnished with iron [ 
the vacant lot between the .Brick Church and doors and shutters, and convenient cases are 1 
the •rown Hall. The sheds were removed, and arranged at one end for recorda and papers. , 
the grounds suitably prepared, and work was On the left of the vestibule is the office room 
commenced on the foundations in May, 1867, of the librarian, 16x13 feet and 12 feet in 
the building being located in the rear of the height. 'fhis room connects, by means of a 
green between the church and hall. conveniently furnished ante-room, with the 

The building is of brick. Dimensions: 56 main room of the building. 1 

1-2 by 36 1-2 feet. The mason work was done '!'he hall is entered directly through the ves- i 
by Fairbanks & Frazer of Clinton, and the tibule, and utility and elegance are here most 
wood-work by Robert Black, Esq., of Ma!"l- happily combined. The two-fold design of the 
boro'. The frescoing, which is finely done, building, as a Library and Memorial Hall, a p-
is by Brazer ofBoston, and the entire ar:range- pears in its every part. This room is con-
ment of the building refle0ts much credit structed in the form of an octagon, the dis-
on the architects, Messrs. Ryder & Harris, also tance from side to side being 34 feet. The 
of Boston. height from the floor to the skylight is 26 feet. 

On entering the building the visitor notices Directly in front of the entrance door and 
in a niche above the door, a panel of freestone, on the farther aide of the room is a large 
bearing in bas-relief an urn surrounded by a marble tablet bearing the names of the sol-
wreath of oak leaves, draped in mourning and diers, citizens or natives'· of the town, who 
resting upon a pedestal of bound staves repre- died in the war, arranged in the order of date 
senting the Union intact. On the pedeRtal of decease, with age. Upon the upper part of 
appears the national coat of arms, and against the tablet appears the following : 
it leans a musket and sword. immediately That our posterity may also know them and the · E d children that are yet unborn. 
above the door is the inscriptiOn : '' recte 
-A. D. 1867. '' 



Then follows the list of thirty-nine deceased i On the ceiling, on the four :sides of the 
soldiers, as given below : room, are the names of four eminent Ameri-

George Wright Cutler, Oct. 21, 1801-23. 
\Villard llaymond Lawrence, Oct. 21, 1801-:!8. 
,James Gardner Oct. 21, 18G1-31. 
J,uther Gerry Turner, Nov. 1, 1801-21. 
Jfrm1klin Hawkes Farnsworth, l\iay :n, 1802-19. 
James Burke, Sept. 1, 1802-20. 
nobert Roberts 1\-Ioses, Oct. 3, 1802-26. 

"'Waters Riclmrds, Dec. 13, 1802-37, 
George Lee Thurston, Dec. 15, 1862-31. 
Henry l\Iaynard Putney, April28, 184,'1-20. 
David 'Vilder Jones, l\Iay a, 1801-10. 
James Dillon, l\fay 10, 1803-20, 
Charles Timothy Fairbanks, ,June 19, 1803-:!7. 
Henry Alb<'rt Cutler, July !l, 1803-HJ. 
Oscar Fmry, July 28, 1SG:l-:.!7. 
Btepllen Adams Keyes, Aug. 10, 1803-1!). 
'Waite;: Andrew Brooks, Aug. 1803-20. 
,John Patrick Wise, l\Iarch Hi, 1804-19 . 
.fohn Chickering Haynes, l\farch 10, 1801-30. 
Stephen Wesley Gray, Apri14, 18G:l-32. 
James Andrew Bridge, J\iay 15, 1801-21. 
Uenry_Jackson Parker, l\Iay 15, 18G:l-28. 
Humner Russell Kilburn, l\Iay 1G, 1804-21. 

Chaplin, June G, 18G:l-10. 
'Villlam Dnst.m Can, June 20, 18G:l--I:O. 
S!tmncll\Iirick Bowman, July 20, 1801-28. 
Caleb Wood Sweet, Aug. 3, 1804-23. 
Edward Uichmond 'Vashburn, Sept. 5, 1804-28. 
U oratio Elisha Turner, S, 1804-20. 
WHHam Scluunacher, Sept. 13, 180±-22. 
li'rcdm:ic Nonrse, Sept. 13, 18M-·u. 
Ucorge ·waltonDii'Oll, Sept. 21, 18G:l-37. 
J olm Louiil J\.(oeglin, Sept. 28, 180+-51. 
Oren Hodgman, Sept. :30, 1 Gl-21. 
J,ukc Ollis, Oct. 1:3, l &l.-21. 

"" Fordyce lloran, Nov. !l, 180!-:n. 
Francis Hemry l!'airb[tnkR, ,Jn,n. f, 
Edward Jtusscll Joslyn, April10, 1805-21. 

can authors-Sparks, It-ving, Prescott and 
Bryant. 

On the wall8 of tho hall, above and below, 
shelves are arranged for tho use of tho library. 
The of shelving adopted is tho "mova-
ble '' pattern on the '' peg system,'' similar to 
that adopted in the British Museum. A rail-
ing is built entirely around the hall, about 
four feet from the shelves, and there is a gallery 
above on seven sides of the rooJ;D, su pportcd 
by iron columns, with a light iron railing. 
There are four alcoves, or " literary retreats," 
one in each corner on each floor-eight in all. 
It is estimated that the room has accommoda-
tions for 25,000 volumes. 

A flight of stairs leads from the vestibule to 
rooms directly above the fire-proof and office 

I rooms at the west end of the building ; also to 
the galleries. 'l'hc n:>rth room ·is deoigned as a 

. general reading room. Folcling doors connect 
this with the south or " Cabinet Room.'' 
This room is to be devoted to natural history 
collections, and is furnished with elegant and Francis 'Yashbnrn, April 

Beneath the tablet, and cut in gilt on the convenient black walnut cases, drawers and 
walnut base, are the words : cupboards. Arrangements arc also made for 

mineralogical and ornithololJ'ical specimens, 
In tlle sight of the Unil·cr:;e, they seemed to die and ro 

tiJ!'ir departure was taken for misery and theil· going &c., &c. 
from us io be ntter destruction. But they :tre in reacc. Th 

r • • • e entire building is elegantly finished in 
rh1s tablet lS guardsd on the nght and left black walnut, and is to be warmed by furnaces 

by two massive pillars, flu ted at the base in in the basement, in which it is designed to 
of Roman of thus off a working room. 'rhe building will 

vH.lmg for restmg places, agamst pe lighted by gas. 
which the soldier might l'est his spear when re-
tired from service., 

Above this tablet is the" war window" of Appropriate dedicatory services wore held 

t · d l h' h th H 1 B'bl last Wednesday; the 17th inst., this date beinrr s ame g ass, on w 10 appears e e> y 1 e . . . o 

d ·l·t bl d 1 1 t h" ld he mnety-tlurd anmvereary of battle of rto m1 1 ary em ems, as swor , 1e me , s 1e , • 
· t · th d t' 1 fl unker Il1ll. A speaker's stand was erected 

VlC or s wrea an na wna ag. . 
1
--- · - - n h-ont of Brwk Church, and a second 

Directly the centre of the hall is the stand was built on tho westerly side of the 
skylight, or "peace window," also of stained grounds ncar the street, wh.ich was occupied 
glass, and rendered in tl1e highest order of the by tho American Brass Band of Providence-
art. Around the window are d1e words: twenty pieces-who furnished some of their 

"They :;hall beat their swords into plough;:;llare and best selections for the edification of the audi-
thcir spears into pruning neither they h I learn w:u any more." encc w o were ocated on the enclosed square. 

This window represents the breaking a.way The grounds were beautifully decorated, the 
of the clouds of war, a.nd the descent of the national colors being thrown to the breeze, and 
dove, bearing in its mouth the olive branch of some sixty flags of va.rious foreign nations sus-
peace. pended around the green, which added much to 

At t.he springing of thl) dome of tho build· i the of the scene. 
in()' on the different sides of the room are We notteed on the stand a Ia.rge number of 

mottoes, o.s follows : ' the citizens of the town, with ladies. Among 
The truth endnrctll and is always i:ilroug. It liYclh the invited guests from out of town were Judge 

andconqueretllforevermorc; tllekiugdom,powcrancl Chapin, Rev. Dr. Hill, John D. Washburn, 
maiesty of all ages. 



Esq., of the Governor's staff, and Hon. Stephen The same Providence was seen in our recent 
Salisbury, of Worcester; Rev. Dr. Lothrop and war. the assault on Fort Sumter, instead 
Geo. B. Emerson, Esq., of Boston . lion. C. I of" firmg the snutherp heart," the northern 

I 
. ' heart was fired. A better mode of rousin"' 

G. Stevens of Clmton; Ebenezer Torrey, Esq., :1 twenty millions at the north could not 
and Col. J. W. Kimb!:l.ll, of Fitchburg, and been a:dopted. Being abroad at that time the 

1 others. The venerable Prof. Russell of Lao- receptiOn of the news seemed to be anticipative 
caster occupied a scat near the speaker. of. the electric and the patriotic spirit 

Th 
· d b 

2 1 0 
evmced by Americans was refreshing to wit-

e serVlces commence at a ou v -_, ness. 
o'clock, Thayer, Esq., presiding. Again at Baltimore, whore our Massachu-

l The order of exercises was as follows: setts men fell, the !:lame result followed.-
1. Statement of Executive Committee. The North were awakened to find a pathway 
·• Uusic by thE. Baud. to the capital. 
3. Reading of Scriptures, by Rev. G.IL Lea,:Lt. Another illustration of the ar!!:ument may 
·1. Dedicatory Prayer, by HeY. G. lit:. Bartol. :>. :?tiusic by the nand. be found in the terrible disaster of Bull Run-
G, Address, by l{.ev. Ullristophcr 1'. Tlutycr, of a result of the impatient cry of·' On to Rich- 1 

7. the Bancl. mond," a disaster rcsultin5 in final victories, 
s. Ode, by H. F. Buswell, Esq., of Canton. The protractedness of the war, under divine 
o. Benediction, l!y Dr. WhiLtc· Providence resulted in the liberation of mill-

lio?a in slavery, a result generally ac· 
The following is a brief abstract of -the ad- qu1esced m as a. right of war. 

dress : When we remember the hundreds of thoul:!· 
ADDRESS. ands who laid down their hves for our coun-

p b bl f · h h try's good, we cannot too fully acknowledO'e 

I 
ro a Y on °0 ormer occasiOn as t ere our obligationc , The soldiers ;...-ere not 

been a collection of men on this green 
and under the shade of these ancient elms, un- in their sacrifices: woman, in a multiplicity· 
leBa when the nation's guest * was welcomed of ways, aided the cause. It will never do to 
here by the people of the towns. say that woman has very little more to do y ·n · h · h · h h h than to talk over the gossip of the hour at the 

ou WI agree Wit me 10 t e WlB t at t e although this custom has som.etimes 
sonorous voiCe which welcomed our guest on 
that occasion could be heard today on these produced materi:;,lrnsults in tho community! 
grounds. We have come together to consider We have today to acknowledge our indebted-

1 

the event of which this day is commemorative. ness and to drop a tear over the graves of our 
June 17, 1775 has become historical · and con- departed soldiers. The scene lately witneesed 
nected with the best interests of mankind. throughout the land in the decorating of the 
We remember today the heroic band who soldiers' graves is unparalleled in our national 
on that day offered· themselves on the altar bistorv. It is a fit expre8sion of our feelings. 
of their country. We do not forget the Prof. once remarked that we in Ameri. 
patriotic Prescott whose descendants settled in ca need the "culture of the emotions." 
this town. Gov. Brooks, a participant in the We have had heroes here before, Maj. Simon 
important events of that day, afterwards offi.- Willard was the ancestor of two Presidents of 
cially reviewed a portion of our State militia on Harvard College,also ofthehistoriant of Lancas-
yonder muster field. We recall today the grace- ter. Capt Samuel Ward was another .hero of the 
ful form of Gen. Joseph Warren, the·proto-mar- olden time. In the last war with Great Britain 
tyr in the cause of and human liber· Genera.ls Henry and Fabius vVhiting held prom· 
ty

1 
who perished on Bunker Hill at the early inet positions. Col. Aspinwall, by marriage, 

age of thirty. He can never die too soon who was i1' son of this town. These men flourished 
lays down his life in the cause of the liberties in the earlier years of our municipal history ; 
of his country. His address on the danger in the times when Lancaster declined to be a 
of standing armies in time of peace was half-shire town, fearing the consequent dam· · 
sidered close preaching for the Old South age to the good name and morality of her citi-
Church. Tradition says that Warren once zens, which would result from the necessary 
taught school in the part of Lan- proximity to their people, of thieves, robbers 
caster on the road to Sterling. When but and villains. W bether harm was anticipated 
nineteen years of age he was appointed to the from the presence of those on whom devolved 1 
preceptorship of the Gran::mar School in Rox· the duty of convicting or protecting the crim· 
bury, which fact is an evidence of his precocity. inals does not appear! 

'rhere is a peculiar rrovidence in roferenc,.. =Six years ago, or in the year 1862, this 
to the battle of Bunker Ilill which deserves town instituted a public Library which now 
notice. Military authorities consider that contains some four thousand volumes. 'rhia 
both sides made a . mistake in their movements Library is to Lancaster what the Public Libra-
on that day. The America?s erred in going ry, and Lowell to 
upon the height and exposmg themselves to Boston. 'Ihe atmosphere of th1s town IS of a 
the danger of being cut off and literary character. An _unusual of 
The British committed a blunder m advancmg have been fur01shed the Umvers1ty 
up the height even with times the. from Am?ng the of teach-
her of the Americans, which want of m1htary ers of schools m town, we find of 
skill resulted in a carnage rarely equalled. 



Sparks, tlJo historian, Proctor, Geo. B. Emer-
son-who drew wisdom from tho trees-and 
Dr. Channiug. 'l'he first authoress of Lan-
caster was Mrs. Rowlandson, whom Dr. Pal-
frey highly eulogizes as a writer. Mrs. Caro-
line Lee Hentz is widely known. We must not 
omit a reference to Mrs. Cleveland ttnd we 
should all have occasion to rejoice if all the 
Wares brought to the literary market were 
as au peri or. 

'l'o tbol:le who were concerned in establishing 
this Library, we would say : May the tree 
which you have here planted l:ltrike deep its 
roots, send wide its branches, increase its foli-
age, and bear everlasting fruit that w ben we 
are.sleeping it shall still be growing. Future 
generations shall como up hither and be greeted 
by the words, "Ilo, every ono that thirBteth, 
come.'.' So it shall be a spring of water 
springiag up in to life, t.bo purest and best on 
earth and everlasting in the heavens. 

*La Fayct,te. 
t Joseph ''riJln,rcl of Boston. 

0])]<;, 

I. 
The purple llm:e of summer days, 
J,ies low above the sleeping hills, 
Beneath the sun's warm touch; the 
To her deep centre throbs and thrill:;; 
And peace above the smiling land, 
Her gentle benediction breathes, 
And round the sheathed and rusty brand, 
The summer blooming laurel wreathes. 
Seven times the earLh her solemn course 
Htts wheeled arounu the central sphcre,-
Sevcn times the change from bud to leaf, 
Has marked the noondtty or the year,-
:-;ince that wild when the blast 
That ki.nclled all the htnd to flame, 
" 'ith cloud :mel thunder, o'er us paR,;c:d, 
Ancl woke ns from out· dream of sluune. 

11. 
'Ve had dwelt wiLh the heroes of myLltical ageR, 
The gods o'h t.he men of old ltomc, 
The chivalrous knights of King Arthur'S romances, 
The paladins clustered round Ull:trlemagnc':S throne. 
'Ve thought that all chivalry, Yalor, and beauty, 
Had melted like clew, in the noon of our time, 
That the clang of the loom, ancl the beat of tllc piston, 
X ow made for the world its most musical chime. 
Like the sound of a Lrumpct, the voice of an a11gcl, 

I 
Like the light that n.round the tntnsJlgurccl once shone, 
Uamc tha noise of the bttttlc, the glare of its 
'Yc sprang from our slumbcrs,-our visions had gone. 
'Ve tumcd from the past with its glooms :mu Us 

shadows,-
Thc light of tl1e present shone full on our brow, 
Flushed crim:Sou with :Lt the thought that its 

grandeur 
Had never been fell by our :;pirlts till now. 

'Ve saw that wlmLcver of truth and of v:tlor , 
·whatever of glory past ages can claim, 
::)till shines in the that garland the heroes, 
Who fought the good Jight in fitir liberty's name. 

111. 
How drcam·likc seem those fever days of war, 
How cool the breath ii·om arid battle plains,-
Thc cannon echoes beat fmnt and far, 
And dim have grown the crimson banner stains. 
Alas how liLtlc trace on earLh or sky, 

1 The hurrying past, however stormy, leaves, 
The broken br(LllChes Htll to cartll and die, 
llut not one elemcRt in nature grieyes. 
The war scorched plains 1vherc grappled hosLile band:;, 
'Vherc mtmelessJlCroes fought, and lighting, died, 
Tlle spring·time again witll kintlly hands, 
And hides the wave marks of the battle tide. 

Thanks for Lhc kindly ycn,rs 
That rob us of onr tcars,-

Tlmt heal the wounded hettrt :wd sooth Lhe of 

our joy and pride, 
In our heroes glorified, 

But from. the night of mourning, keep their promi::;c of 
the morrow. 

l 
1\' , 

SLilllives 1.he memory of our fallen umve,-
Though battered dust, 
And fades tllC crimson stam fi·omlancl and wave, 
And sword and cannon moulder into rust. 
We walk the weary I>aths of worldly life, 
Uncertain of the worth of all we win,-
'l'heirs the long rest that follows glorious sL1 ife, 
The peace that cln,wns upon the battle':; dm. , 
:For those who fight upon the side of God;...:.... 
And dying know they do not die in vain, 
But sec, uplooking from the bloody sod, 
The martyr's aureole crown the bttttlc plain. 

Let the storied marbles rise 
'fill they touch the arclJ.ing skies,-

Let brush and chisel tell, to the world, ille thrilhng 
story 

Of the men who died for truth, 
And the golden J.10pes of youth, 

lfor the love of fi:ePclom yielded, and bartered life for 
glory. 

I 
I 
\ 

Y. 
Here in the sacred heart, 

Of the dear old pilgrim land, 
'Vhose heroes wrought their part 

'l.'o save their father's land,-
'Vhere the strea.ms and woods arc vocal, 

'Vith the voice of ancient years, 
And hills and fields are hallowed 

By the pilgrim's blood and tears,-
'Vith sober hearts and humble, 

'Ye come to own our debt, 
To the hero-son:s of heroes, 

'Vho proved that there lingers yet 
;-;ome trace of the ancient spirit, 

That fired the .men of old,-
T!Jat under our sordid clrosses, 

Still burns the virgin gold. 
'Vithin these walls shall echo 

'Ihe voices heard of yorl.', 
'Vhlch tho truth rPYNLlcd !tum lle:tYeH, 

'l.'o the waiting people borc,-
Of bards, whose souls were warmetl 

·with a spark of heavenly lire, 
And who struck with prophet.fiugcr:c:, 

The poets ringing lyre,-
Which toltl of the deeds of heroes, 

·whose blooclrcclecmod tho earth 
:From the bonds of old 

Of the throes of Freedom's birth,-
the for their ladies, htwe run:illCir last l 

JOurney, 
True knights at the service of freedom had "·c,-
Though tneir helmets be doJl'etl, and their wm· cries l.Ht j 

Of the dawn of civic order,-
Of the Yictorics of pcace,-

silent, 
lOur rife· balls sang the :shrill song of the ii·ee. 

I l':io Ute dark years of wnr, and the wild days of baLLle 
'Ve welcomrcl, aml knew Lllat truth grnppl<:<l with 

wronn--
to the olive of peace for a 

l\ladc the blood-dripping ltturel the theme 0f our :;ong. 
UnUrwe saw :tbovc the hmu, 
t;lline in the sky, the golden bow of peace, 

lAnd hailed thc omcn,-promising at last, 
.From all the woes or war a swift 

Of the promise of that future, 
'V'hen the clays of war shall cca::;e. 

But tllC sculptured namrs }tbon· 
Shall tell tltcir nobler talc, 

Though day and night the same , 
lleneath the starlight pale. 

Or when round the 
The summer lingers, 

A ncl paints the p:tllid l!UU'ble, 
"'ith sumrl's rosy iingcrs. 



• YI. 
This pile your hands ha re buihlctl. 

I s built for t ime a loue,-
Th e rust shall caL the iron, 

The moss shaH crust the stout.:, 
The massy walls shall ernmble, 

And sink in clu:s t 
When the Jiugers of the 

H ar e wroug ht ilteir sure demy. 
llut tt deed thn.t i :-; clone for f rt•crlulii,-

A blew tha t is struuk for truLit,-
;o;JtallliYe with the f<ouls o f lll <'n , 

lu a self r cnewiug you th. 
ln the golden book of H ean:u, 

The i'acred names are written , 
Of the heroes nucl t he ma rtyr s , 

1\rho the host ti of sinlta l' e smitt en. 
Xo need of our p oor endcarors,-

l'heir work was its own r eward ; 
The Siled shall grow, that t hey planted 

On tlte bloody baille,swnrcl , 
,\nd the ltarves t shall be gatlt f' r (•d 

fn tlte g ood time of th e Lord. 

Kov. :!7, 1568. I 

Mr. Editor : My eye is arrested by a para-
graph in your last number, under the head of 
:'Lancaster," which challer ,:res a paragraph 
from me, in reply. To appropriate the result• 
of another man's literary skill and industry, so 
as to receive the reward which is his due, is al-
most as bad as picking his pocket ; and I should 
consider myself among the shabbiest and lowest 
of created things to have intentionally done so. 

The object of the appendix to the address at 
(I the dedication of the Memorial Hall was to 

1,give as brief a description of the and 

Wh en t he ntan;lt of the so ll' tn n 
F ath brought li S to th eir g-oal1: I 

of the occasion as would cover the mam fea-
tures of both. The ••copy" for that appendix 

/ was made up of slips cut from your printed ac-
1 count, what was thought not to be 

essential, with so few connecting lines of the 
pen that it hardly deserved the name of n..anu-
script. All the facts and figures were Yery 
familiar beforehand, and were all it was really 
cared to include; and the document thus "pre-
pared" seemed fairly t0 embody them, and 
with sufficient conciseness. 'L'here was no 
thought of laying the slightest claim to any 
c it for originality which mi ht accrue to 
such a l!rouuction ; and it was efixed, not as 
it now appears in print, with "Prcpa c J " 

and "Extracted in part, " but simply with 
these words, "From the Clinton Courant," and 

T il<' precious bl00LI mtl1 tC'ar ti, 
IV rung from eacl1 llcro-tioul , 

i-i ltall be paid in fi owing measure, full ant! fr ee :-
J.t'or virtue bringetlt peace,-
And the wrongs and sins of old 
Shall pass like troubled clrcams,-
And the shock and crash of arm s, 
And the battle's wild a larms, 
ln God's own time shall ceas(• ;-
And the light of his holy law, 
\Vitlt its mingled love and awe, 

l::ihall s ltiue o'er all the ear th. a nd tlte soleum ,;ea. 

'l'here were a large number of gue:sts present 
from out of town who were served with a su-
perb collation in the hall, previous to the 
exorcises. With a single exception, eltlewhere 
referred to, no accident occurred to mar the 
enjoyment of the large number present through-
out the day. 

J. ... 
'' Address dclivo·cd at the dedication ol the 

JHcnwrialllall, Jun e li, 1868, by 
Cltristophu- T. Tlw!Jcr and Ode by H. F. Bus-
well, with an .Appendix ." We arc indebted to 
.Messrs. N1ehuls & Noyes, Boston, for a copy of 
the above work, which is got up in a neat 
and acceptable manner. Of the address and 
ode we gave fu II r eports on the occasion of the 
Dedication. 'l'be "Appendix," as we arc in-
formed in the preface thereto, is'' Prepared by 
R ev. Gco. Bartol and extracted in part 
from the Clinton Courant, of June 20, l 8G8." 
With the exception ut !:'ome half a dozen lines 
and a very few verbal alterations, the entire 
appendix was " prepared'· by the editor of tho 1 

Courant, it being a portion of n.rJ article I 
which appeared in thi'l p<tpcr in our iilsue of 
June 20tb, to whieh the reader is referred for 
fuller particulars. I 

the date of the particular issue. 
It only remains for me to utlil tbat whatever 

force "prepared by," &c., way bear, it i8 not 
that of any merit or distinction which I crave, 
or to which I have set up any title: that thili 
chai!gc of the phrase I used has been made, ; 
however innocently, yet without my conRent or 
knowledge ; that I have never suspected my 
name was likely to be attached to what is, in 
every respect, so incomndcrable a portion of 
tl e pamphlet ; and that the fact of ita being 
eo conspicuously attached is a of pain 

j and regret to me. G. l\1. B. 



...... • Dedicatory Services. ' 
Last Sunday afternoon, in a driving rain-

storm, the dedicatory exercises of .the Sev-
enth Day Adventist church in South Lan-
caster commenced. The external appear-
ance of the church is neat and unassuming. 
One is most attracted, however, on enter-
ing the building, to find such purity of lin-
ish, and blending of the walls are 
tinted drab; at the left o'f the pulpit the ten 
commandments are printed, and at the rigllt 
the Lord's prayer, while in the center, just 
back of the pulpit, an arch is frescoed in 
relief. The furniture or tlle church is of 
hard wood with black walnut trimmings, 
with a seating capacity for some 250 per-
sons. The light from the six long windows 
is not subdued either by galleries or stained 
glass panes. The organ, which is a porta-
ble one, is of ample power for the size of 
the house. 

Elder S. N. Haskell first addressed the as-
sembly; speaking particularly of the rise of 
their people, he said in substance:-

The choir, under the direction of Prof. C. ! 
W. Stone of Vermont, then sang an anthem I 
appropriate to the occasion. 

Elder D. M. Canright said :-,-
It is a fact that the m11jority of churches that ! 

profess to have free seats carry s0 much style that 
the poorer class of people are virtually shut out. 
It is a matter of pride therefore that the Seventh 
Day Adventists who have aimed to have every-
thing neat in their church, are also without this 
false pride, so that even the humblest may feel at 
home inside its walls. 

Prof. C. W. Stone of Vermont, made brief 
remarks, saying: 

I have been often asked why it is that we buill! 
meeting houses if we believe tlwy are so soon to 
be destroyed. The reason is, 'Te believe in advan-
cing the cause in the most rapid manner. If we 
knew tile Lord was coming in one year, and we 
thought we could do more for the salvation of 
sinners, we would sell our farms and put the 
money into meeting for how much will 
our farms be worth, how much will the elegant 
mansions in yonder city, or the millionaire's gold 
be worth when Christ comes ? I think it is better 
to lay up our treasures in Heaven. 

The Seventh Day Adventists hold the position 
that the shonld IJe taken in a literal 
sense, that is wllen God says that the seventh 
day is the Sabbath day, then it is flO, :tllcl 
should be kept as such, and when the Bible 
speaks of Christ's return to earth it is taken 
in the literal sense and we believe He will come; 
and when He speaks of the sigri8, it is believed He 
means actual signs; and we believe these signs 
bring us down to a time when we can look for that 
eyent to transpire-not that we can say the year 
or the day-but we believe it is near. In 1844, 
there was a class of people tluoughout the country 
who looked for the Lord to come to this earth; 
they were mistaken through some means and felt 
their disappointment keenly. From that party 
started the society called the "Seventll Day Ad-
ventists." In 1847 the first book was written upon 
the subject; in 1848 the fin;t paper was published; 
now, in Michigan, there are four power presses 
running almost night and day; there are also pub-
lishing houses on the Pacific coast; and to the 
press we are largely indebted for the great increase 
ir1 our numbers. There are now upwards of 20,000 
people in America professing this belief; there arc 
missionaries sent to Italy, Egypt, Denmark, Ilol-
Jand, Austria and to the southern part of Russia. 
In 1864 a small party of eight individuals organ-
ized here; weekly pru.yer meetings were held; in 
four years they secured a hall in which to hold 
their meetings, the numbers increased untit we 

Elder S. S. Mooney of Salem, congratula-
ted the people and in a few remarks said 

I that it was by united effcJrts and united 
prayers that the society had been so pres-
perous, and urged them to continue. 

. were obliged to build a little chapel; our numbers 
still increasing we have built this church. 
mencing with eight members, fourteen years ago, 
we have multiplied until now we number one 
hundred members; this is the first eftort we have 
ever made, which bas gone beyond our means; 
the sum of $1100 was pledged at the commence- j 
ment, to build this church, and since then we have 
received $500 more. The actual cost of the 
ing is not far from .$2800; we are here today for 
the purpose of dedicating this clwrch, but it is 
not the dedicating of the building itself, but it is 
the hearts of those who worship in the building 
that bring the blessing of God. 

Elder G. G. Haynes of Newburypot·t, said 
that faithful labor in the service of God al-
ways insures success. He advised his hear-
ers not to think that they had reached the 
topmost round of the ladder, but to press on 
with renewed energy, aml the Lord would 
abundantly bless. 

Elder D. A. Robinson made a few effect-
ive remarks, after which Elder Haskell, in I 
an earnest prayer, dedicated the church to 
God. The exercises closed with an anthem 
by the choir. 

The out-of-town elders have remained 
over for a few days to lectm·e on this doc-
trine, taking for their subjects, "What be-
comes of God's people hereafter?" and the 
"Signs of the times." -------







o. 
At 3 o'clock, at the Memorial Hall. -

lUusic-"Who when darkness gathered o'er us.'' 

·Praye•·-Rev. G. M. Bartol. 

JJiusic-"My Country 'tis of Thee." 

All are invited to join in singing. 

Scatter flowers lovingly, 
Years have gone by 

Since our "Brave Soldier Boys" 
Went forth to die, 

Since peace the land has blest 
They di.ed to save, 

Still will we deck with flowers 
Each gra::.sy gl·ave. 

Scatter flowers 
Far, far away, 

)iany a precious form 
31oulders today. 

Yet is their memory 
Cherished and blest, 

Would we could deck with flowers, 
Their lowly rest. 

Scatter flowers mournfully, 
Many a heart, 

Bowed down with heavy grief, 
Takes here a part. 

Many a lonely hom<', 
Desolate yet, 

Bids us our "Soldier Boys" 
Never forget. 

Scatter flowers tenderly, 
Emblems of love, 

Sent by a Father's hand, 
Our souls to move, 

Leading from grief and woe, 
From care and gloom1 

Poin-tJpg to life and joy 
Beyond the tomb. 

After the Decoration there will be music on leaving each of the 
Cemeteries. 

WILLIAM A. KILBOURN, 
JOHN E. FARNSWORTH, 
HENRY C. KENDRICK, 
GEORGE W. HOWE, 
HARRIS C. HARRIMAN, 

Committee of Arrangement and Reception. 

Coulter, Printer, Clinton, l\'[ass. 





ORDER 
-AT THE-

DEDICATION 
-OF-

EASTWOOD CEMETERY. 
See the leaves around us falling, 

Dry and withered, to the 
Thus to thoughtless mortals calling, 

In a sad and solemn sound : 

"Youth, on length of days presuming, 
Who the paths of pleasure tread, 

View uR, late in beauty blooming, 
Numbered now among the dead. 

'What though yet no losses grieve you, 
Gay with l1ealth and many a grace; 

SCRIPTURE SELECTION, 

PRAYER, -

HISTORICAL SKETCH, 

Shall I fear, 0 Earth! thy bosom? 
Shrink and faint to lay me there, 

Whence the fragrant, lovely blossom 
Springs to gladden earth and air? 

Whence the tree, the brook, the riv<'r, 
Soft clouds floating in the sky, 

All fair things come, whispering ever, 
Of the love divine on high? 

ADDRESS, 

How oft, beneath this sacred shade, 
Encompassed by the earth's green breast 
Shall many a weary head be laid, 
And wandering hearts find peaceful rest! 

Each leaf and fiower ,shall bring 
Memorials of their higher birth, 
And whispering breezes o'er them sing 
Some requiem for the lost of earth. 

Let not cloudless skies deceive you : 
Summer gives to autumn place. 

"Yearly in OlF ·course retu ning, 
Messengeijlof shortest stay, 

Thus we preach this truth concerning, 
HeavPn and earth shall pass away." 

On the tree of life eternal, 
Oh let all our hopes be laid! 

This alone, for ever vernal, 
Bears a leaf that shall not fade. 

REV. MR. EMERSON. 

REv. DR. WHITTEMORE. 

J. L. S. THOMPSON, M.D. 

Yea, whence One arose victorious 
O'er t.he darkness of the grave; 

HiR strong arm revealing, glorious 
In its might divine t save? 

No, fair Earth! a tender mother 
Thou hast been, and yet canst be; 

And through him, my Lord and Brother, 
Sweet shall be my rest in thee. 

REv. MR. BARTOL. 

If earth were all, how sad to leave 
What ne\'er, never can return! 
But oh! if opening heaven receive, 
How vain the parted shade to mourn. 

But here, while days on days repeat 
The annals of each comints race, 
May Faith, Hope, Love, forever meet, 
To crown and bless the sylvan place! 

EENED:CCT:CON-'I=============--=== A Coulter, Printer, Clinton, l\'lass. T 
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PUBLIC EXERCISES. 

Ot·gan Vohmtary. 

)ly ()ountry, 'tis of thet•. 
(.lmericrt.) 

\Iy eonntr5·, 't· i,; or tllt'l', 
Sweet Janel of 

Of' thee I f'ing; 
Land when• my fathers died, 
Land of the piigrim,;' pri<le, 
Vrom eve1T monntnin->'ide 

Lrt fn:cdom ring. 

:.\I5· native eonntry, th<'<'-· 
Lull(] of the noble t'ree-

Tlly mtmc•-I love; 
I low thy and ri II:-;, 
Th.'· woocl>' and t cnipl<'d llilb. 
}ly hl'art with rnptnn• thrill,.: 

Like that above. 

Let mu:-;ic swell the llreezc, 
And ring from nil the trees 

Sweet freecl01n's >'Ollg'; 
Let mortal awake; 
Let all that breathe partake; 
Lt't rocks their :-;i!enee hrenk,-

Thc t-:onml prolong. 

Onr God, to tlll·t· 
An thor of liberty, 

To thee Wl' 
Long may onr land l>e hright 
\Vith fi·eedom',; hoi_,. light; 
Prott•t:t hy th_,. mig-ht, 

Grcnt Gocl, our King·. 

Pray('r He,·. Bl'njamin 'VhittPmOr(', D. D. 

Hymn, by Benjamin B. 'Vhittemore. 
Almighty God, who. e hand 
IIa.s long Rni'tnincd our 1<1ntl, 
Thy people, now, in hrmns of prnisl' 
Their grateful hearts and Yoieel' raise, 
And for thy !Jiei'Ring hum hi_,. pra_,. 
To crown the of tln)·. 

Thy BO\'ereign power o'er <111 the rartl1 
Attend:.; the natiom in their birth-
Thy wisdom giving each, aright, 
Tts meed of strengtll-its nee<lr<l light, 
All moving hy Thy wo1Hl 'rcm:-: pl:m, 
To servr the final gooll of man-

Thy gniding hand our ti tthcr :-; knew, 
Their faith was :.;trong-thcir c·ourage true. 
\Vith trn:.;t in Thee they ;;poke 
Thl' words that stern O]JJHl's :-:icm IJrokl', 
While Liberty 'mid Rtorm <llHll'trifc 
Led forth a nation into lifl'. 

That nation with trl'<Hl 
Forth on itfi mi:-:>'ion holdly 
Thonp;l1 freedom's foes assailed, 
It,.: loyal heart haR 11ever quailed, 
And, in JH'Olld centennial year, 
It meet:' the world without a peer. 

Lord, we lleholcl onr Father-land-
It;; border;; widQ-itH lJcnuty grand-
\Vhilc every plniu ancl mountain cre:.;t 
With fi·cedom's f:cems 
And o't•r its wide domain we see 
A emtntr? Illest, a prople free. 

And :.;hall not this dear heritage 
Our deep :-:olidtnde eng<lge? 
Lord for onr eonntr\' mar we 

devoted lJCait:-: to.givc, 
That ;;till her destinY may !Jc 
To lllc:-;;; mankind_:to honor Thee. 

of J)p('}aratiou of lnd(•pen<l('JH'<', b;y Henry S. Nourse. 



Ode, by 1\'lrs .. Julia A. Fletcher C'arneJ. 
Ont' lmnclred year:-; ag-o, our :-;ire" 

Unfiulc<.l the :-;tan')· banner, 
Antl lighting Freedom':, signal 

from their own funereal prrel'i . 
Shonted in glad Ilo>ianna' 

Old led the 
Her pine tree tlag nnfurling: 

\Vhercvcr,-on the battle da:v,-
Thicke!'t and darkc>it, o'er the fi:n.v, 

The smoke of cleatlt wa>i curli11p:. 

Tile snowy tln!! the blue 
Still >iaid, "Appeal to Heaven!" 

Dark and yet darker grew hu r , 
_\.s mid the ])attic smoke it fll'w 

Till victory wal'i gin:n. 
God of onr Thou still art hen· ! 

\Vc l'till, to Thee appealing, 
Ask that this prowl <'l'ntennial year 
)Jay leave us nohler, pnrl'r, freer 

From foe:-; around Ill' "tealing. 

"·e he:-;eech! Our nation'" hl'arl 
A mniad foci' doth l'IH:risll! 

Low nien iu places haw part, 
A greet: doth fill eadt mart, 

Help! lefit our country 
In olden time, against om· foe 

l''orth went our snm,·y lnumt•r; 
Our newer tlag, today tlotli know 

foeman for it" lll<lilt•tl ann':-; blow, 
Yet :;till wt• tT)·, Hosanna ! 

Oration by .John n. \\'ashburn. 

0 Lord, our fatllers ot't llnv1· told , 
In onr attentive carl', 

Thy wmH.lcrs in their day:' performed, 
An<l in more ancient 

'Twnl'i not their courage, nor thl'ir 
To them l'alvation g<tvc; 

TwaR not their uumhcr, 110r their 
Tliat 1litl their eonntry n• : 

Bnt tlty right lmnd,-tll!' JlO\\Trful anu,-
\Vho;;e succor they illlpl ore!!; 

Th)' providence protcetccl tlien1, 
\Vho th)- great name adored. 

To thee the glory we'll Hli<'riiJt'. 
Front whom came; 

In God, our bhieltl, we will n•.Joic·c. 
e\'Cr th_,. name. 

BenNlietiou by R<'Y. A. P. )lan·iu. 
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P R E F AT 0 R Y N 0 1' E . 

AT a legal meeting of the Voters of Lancaster, held 
April 3d, 1876, on motion of the Rev. A. P. MARVIN, it 
was voted:-

"To refer the subject of the delivery and publication of a 
Centennial Address on the 4th of July next, to a Committee of 
five, and that the sum of $150 be appropriated for the same." 

Elected as said Committee:-

REv. A. P. MAuVIN, 
CHAS. T. FLETCHER, 

REv. G. M. BARTOL, 

G. F. CHANDLER. 

HENRY s. NOURSE. 

This Committee was subsequently organized by the 
election of Mr. BARTOL as Chairman, and of Mr. NOURSE 
n.s Secretary and Treasurer. On motion of Mr. MARVIN, 
Col. JOHN D. WASHBURN was invited to deliver the address. 
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EXERCISES. 

The following exereises were held in the ltfeeting-House 
of the Fir8t Parish; beginning precisely at Ten o'clock 
A.M.:-

ORGAN VOLUNTARY. 

MY COUNTRY, 'TIS OF THEE. 

(America.) 

My country, 'tis of thee, 
Sweet land of liberty, 

Of thee I sing; 
Land where my fathers died, 
Land of the pilgrims' pride, 
From every mountain side 

Let freedom ring. 

My native country, th(;le-
Land of the noble free-

Thy name-! love; 
I love thy rocks and rills, 
Thy woods and templed hills, 
My heart with rapture thrills 

Like that above . • 
Let music swell the breeze, 
And ring from all the trees 

Sweet freedom's song; 
Let mortal tongues awake; 
Let all that breathe partake; 
Let rocks their silence break,-

The sound prolong. 

Our fathers' God, to thee, 
Author of liberty, 

To thee we sing; 
Long may our land be bright 
With freedom's holy light; 
Protect us by thy might, 

Great God, our King. 
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PRAYER, 

BY REV. BENJAMIN WHITTEMORE, D. D. 

HYMN, 

BY BENJAMIN B. WIIITTEMORE. 

Almighty God, whose gracious hand 
Has long sustained our favored land, 
Thy people, now, in hymns of' praise 
Their grateful hearts and voices raise, 
And for thy blessing humbly pray 
To crown the glory of tbis day. 

Thy sovereign power o'er all the earth 
Attends the nations in their birth-
Thy wisdom giving each, aright, 
Its meed of strength-its needed light, 
All moviug by Thy wond'rous plan, 
To serve the final good of man. 

Thy guiding hand our fathers knew, 
Their faith was strong-their courage true, 
With trust in Thee they fearless spoke 
The words that stern oppression broke, 
While Liberty, 'mid storm and strife, 
Led forth a nation into life. 

That nation with resistless tread 
Forth on its mh;sion boldly &ped, 
Though freedom's direst foes assailed, 
lts loyal heart bas uever quailed, 
And, in this proud centennial year. 
It meets the world without a peer. 

Lord, we behold our Father-land-
Its borders wide-its beauty grand-
·while every plain and mountain crest 
vVith freedom's signet seems impress'd, 
And o'er its wide domain we see 
A country blest, a people free. 

And shall not this dear heritage 
Our deep solicitude engage? 
Lord, fur our country may we live-
Help us devoted hearts to give, 
Tlwt still her destiny may l.Je 
To bleiSs mankind-to honor Thee. 
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READING OF DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, 

BY HENRY S. NOURSE. 

0 DE, 

BY MRS. JULIA A. FLETCHER CARNEY.* 

One hundred years ago, our sires 
Unfurled the starry banner, 

And lighting Freedom's signal fires 
Even from their own funereal pyres, 

Shouted in glad Hosanna! 
Old Massachusetts led the way! 

Her pine tree flag unfurling 
Wherever,-on the battle day,-
Thickest and darkest o'er the fray, 

The smoke of death was curling. 

The snowy flag beside the blue 
Still said, "Appeal to Heaven! " 

Dark and yet darker grew its hue, 
As mid the battle smoke it flew 

Till victory was g·iven. 
God of our sires, Thou still art here l 

We still, to Thee appealing, 
Ask that this proud Centennial year 
May leave us nobler, pnrer, freer 

From foes around us stealing. 

Save, we beseech! Our nation's heart 
A myriad foes doth cherish ! 

Low men in places high have part, 
A selfish greed doth fill each mart, 

Help! lest our country perish! 
In olden time, against one f'oe 

Forth went our snowy banner; 
Our newer flag, to-day doth know 
No foeman for its mailed arm's blow, 

Yet still we cry, Hosanna! 

* from letter of Mr3. Carney; "It will be known to most of the older ones assem-
bled, that in the early part of our Revolutionary War, our privateers all carried the old flag 
of Massachusetts. The field was of white,-in the centre a green pine tree;-the motto, 
• Appeal to Heaven.' The star-spangled banner was not adopted till June 14th, 1776, and 
still the Massacbusett3 State flag was used with It. 

The Hebrew meaning of Hosanna, 'Save, we beseech,' interest the Sunday School 
children. 

OC course, the present flag of out· dear native State, with its mailed ann reudy for a foe, 
yet its motto of peace, is familiar to all." 
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ORATION, 

BY JOI-IN D. WASHBURN. 

PSALM 44, 

(Version of Tate &: Brady.) 

0 Lord, our fathers oft have told, 
In our attentive ears, 

Thy wonders in their days performed, 
And in more ancient years. 

'Twas not their courage, nor their sword, 
To them salvation gave; 

'Twas not their number nor their strength, 
That did their country save: 

But Thy right band,-Thy powerful arm,-
Whose succor they implored; 

Thy providence protected them, 
Who Thy great name adored. 

To Thee the glory we'll ascribe, 
From whom salvation came; 

In God, our shield, we will rejoice, 
And ever bless Thy na:me. 

BENEDICTION, 

BY REV. A. P. MARVIN. 

• 

In further pursuance of their instructions, the Committee 
now publish the Address. 



ADDRESS. 

AN accomplished and eloquent orator, in a 
com1nemorative address delivered some years ago 
in a neighboring State, spoke of the early days of 
this country as the " Age of Homespun ; " yet to 
it he attributed, by way of contrast to our own, 
most of the characteristics of a golden age. The 
address was graceful and charming, yet it may be 
doubted whether the pictures of the life of our 
fathers were not too hig·hly colored, and whether the 
inferences which would naturally be drawn from 
what was said, are not, relatively, too unfavorable 
to the present day. 

For was the age of homespun and the pillion -the 
golden age of A1nerica ? Are we degenerate sons 
of nobler sires, as we gather to-day to coinmem-
orate and thank Heaven for the lives and labors 
and sacrifices of those who first made their abiding 
place in this Commonwealth, from a 
tyranny which sought to fetter the conscience and 
bind the soul in bonds of iron, of those also who, 

2 
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in sacrifice and self devotion a hundred years ago 
laid the foundations of this Republic, then strong 
only in hope and the possihilities of the future, now 
hnperial an1ong the powers of the earth ? Is not 
the present as truly the golden age, bright with the 
acquisitions of the century just clra wn to its close, 
the age of free thought and free 1nen, of intellectual 
activity, of universal education, of religious equality, 
of scientific attailnnent, of the steamship, the rail-
way and " the thoughts that shake mankind ? " 
Do vve not most truly honor the when we 
clailn honor for their sons as a worthy race of 
descendants which, on the whole, has illustrated in 
its career' the influence of their trans1nitted quality, 
which, on the whole, has even improved on the 
standard they set up, and which, though not n1ain-
taining every one of their signal virtues in the 
conspicuous degree they themselves did, has yet, in 
the 1nain, preserved those and co1nbined them with 
other good of which the Fathers drean1ed not ? 
Is it wise, even in these days of commmnoration, 
to 1nagnify too much their merit in depreciation of 
our own? Honest, conservative, desponding minds 
there are to-day, which dwell persistently and pain-
fully on the virtues of the Fathers, excluding all 
conten1plation of their errors, and sighing over 
the decline of the virtues to-day, contrasting our 
failures with their attai1nnents, ignoring alike their 
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short-con1ings and our peculiar and distinctive ex-
cellence. Sighs for the doinestic purity of tunes 
gone by, sighs for the si1nplicity of the Fathers, 
sighs for the days when, in our cot:ntry, political 
corruption was unkno-wn. Shut your eyes and 
listen, and you will hear them breathed son1ewhere 
even to-clay. And so are the Fathers glorified and 
the children shan1ed, and by the children's shame 
are the Fathers glorified. Not so would I exalt the 
founders of these Colonies and this Republic, rather 
show forth their true glory by vindicating the clai1n 
of their sons to legiti1nacy and honor. 

Yet our disposition in this regard was theirs also. 
In their day, not a few of them 1nourned their own 
degeneracy, and deplored the existence among them 
of evils as grave as those over which a portion of 
our co1n1nunity sighs to-day. It is not the char-
acteristic of the present age above all others, to 
look back to the past for golden days. It is the 
common propensity of every age. Hesiod, early 
poet of Greece, but spoke the voice of his contem-
poraries when he said that n1en must look into a 
vague and remote antiquity for the times when purity 
and faith prevailed on the earth. Ovid, among the 
Ron1ans, describes the simplicity and virtues of the 
ren1ote golden age in his musical verse. The loftier 
strains of Virgil repeat the sa1ne refrain, and 
Tibullus echoes the sweet and melancholy" tone. 
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But a few years later, the successors of these looked 
back to them with longings unutterable. They 
became the representatives of the golden age of 
morals, hardly less than of letters, and their days 
seemed as bright and guileless as had to them the 
days of Saturn. Christianity came, lighting up the 
dark places of earth with n1ild diffusive ray ; yet it 
was long before men ceased to look back to the 
Greek philosophy as of a loftier and p-.:rer type: 
nay, some have not wholly ceased to even now. I 
pass over illustrations of similar disposition from the 
writers of English literature; but re1nark that in the 
time of our revolution many good men n1ourned 
over the decay of virtue since the early colonial 
days, just as now, in the 1nidst (grant it) of striking 
instances of personal and political unfaithfulness, 
we recur to the days of the Revolution as our 
golden age. 

To say that this disposition is natural is but 
commonplace. We have its foundation in the 
character and distinctive quality of every succeeding 
past and present. As years elapse individuality 
lessens. It is the individual always withering and 
the world always more and more. By consequence, 
the patterns of virtue were more conspicuous in the 
past than now, as were the men of high intellectual 
type and attainment. It n1ust follow, as the average 
of each succeeding age grows higher, that indi-
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vidual mn1nence, 1n anything, beco1nes less pre-
enlinent. With this advancing average, the 
competitions of life become more vigorous, and the 
spirit of inquiry into individual action more bold 
and relentless. Moreover, against so1ne particular 
vicious tendency of the pre_sent, we see the cor-
responding virtue, standing out in the record of the 
past, and dwell upon it with longing. A single 
illustration will convey and point n1y meaning. 
There is to-day a tendency to extravagant habits 
of life. We see as we look back that there 
was, as a general proposition, more silnplicity a 
hundred years ago. By a false generalization we 
are led to the conclusion, that since a certain degree 
of simplicity is better than a certain degree of 
luxury, those days were therefore all better and 
these days all worse. Simplicity of manner of life 
is a virtue, therefore those who manifested this 
simplicity in the past were better than those whom 
n1ore complex habits bind in the present. But how 
if that sin1plicity were mainly the result of narrow 
means and limited opportunity( Sin1plicity is not 
the only test of virtue. Was the n1an who rode 
with his wife on a pillion in 1676 because his con-
tracted n1eans forbade a carriage, by this circum-
stance a better man than he who drove in his rude 
and cu1:nbrous chaise in 1776, or than he who drives 
in the com1nodious, even luxurious, carriage of the 
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present . day? Does a sound logic compel this 
conclusion from this change of circu1nstance ? Is 
there a necessary and logical connection between 
discomfort and virtue, or does the latter spring from 
the former as its natural fruit ? Then must we 
sigh for the hair shirt, or the pillar of St. Shncon 
Stylites. Is religious profession necessarily more 
genuine from being austere, uncharitable in its 
judgments and forbidding in its observances, than 
when illustrated by the graces and charities ? Is 
the man who turns the furrow in a secluded corner 
of earth necessarily .and from that circumstance 
a better man than he who tends the loom or guides 
the engine amid the busy hum of cities, coming, in 
his daily walk, into iinn1ecliate contact with his 
fellow-1nen ? -

I suggest these queries, challenging this disposi-
tion to consider simplicity of life and its surround-
ings, in the early days of our country, a sufficient 
equivalent, and more, for much which makes life 
admirable to-day, -for far-abounding charities, for 
sympathies developed and matured by constant 
and ready intercourse with men, for knowledge 
broadening and deepening its channels, for high 
schools and colleges, for the railway, the power 
loom, the telegraph, for broad and generous views 
by want of which the shnple isolated life is usually 
marked. 
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Nor, while denying that enforced simplicity of life 
is the sum and mnbodiment of all virtne and excel-
lence, is it necessary to deny that some return 
towards it might well chasten the spirit of the pres-:" 
ent day, so abounding in the long results of time, 
which the Fathers drean1ed not of. To such return 
this centennial year which, as it were by a special 
Providence, brings with it unexampled con1mercial 
disaster and distress, may well admonish the genera-
tion of to-day. How easy such a return may be is 
illustrated by the exan1ple of Washington (who 
maintained at times, and especially during his presi-
dency, a dignity and pomp of state which none of his 
successors in that office have ventured to imitate). 
A curious instance of his self-renunciation, which in 
the narration must cause a smile at the naivete of the 
comn1endation, is related by one of his contemporary 
statesmen. " General Washington has set a fine 
example of severe economy. He has banished wine 
fron1 his table, and entertajns his friends with run1 
and water. This is much to the honor of his wis-
dom, his policy and his patriotism. And this 
exa1nple must be followed by banishing sugar and 
all imported articles .fron1 our families. If necessity 
should reduce us to a simplicity of dress and diet 
becon1ing republicans, it would be a happy and a 
glorious necessity." A declaration twofold in its 
significance, illustrating the suggestions I have 
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made as to the simplicity of revolutionary days, and 
the longings even then entertained for a return to 
plainer manners. 

It is then a false generalization which concludes, 
while lamenting son1e particular error of the 
present from which the past was in great measure 
free, or all the ways in which the infirmities 
of hu1nan nature work themselves out to-day, 
that we are, on the whole, degenerate sons, 
and this illustrated more frequently than in any 
other way, by the primitive simplicity of n1an-
ners muong the fathers. I claim, on the other 
hand, joyfully and in veneration of the men who 
laid the foundations of our civil liberties, that, on 
the whole, the present days are the best the world 
has seen; that, on the whole, steady progress has 
been made in all that develops the better part of 
human nature, that our country has grown, not 
only in material resources, but, on the whole, in 
public virtue, that occasional lapses, and brief eras 
of lapses, when conspicuous instances of unfaithful-
ness in public relations and in private trusts have 
been brought to light, are not to be taken for per-
manent discouragement, but at most are but the 
intermittent recessions of a rising tide, that repin-
ing for the absence from the public councils or from 
the seats of judicial learning, of men of as conspicu-
ous talent as those of former days is unwarrantable, 
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since the pre-eminence of individuals 1s diminished 
by the higher average of those around them. Prob-
ably no one will seriously claim, on reflection, that 
the aggregate intelligence of any public body, is _less 
now than in earlier days. The difficulty is to make 
leadership recognized, when surrounded by so much 
that approaches it in original quality. 

Let me show how the greatest public evils, like 
those of which we complain to-day, were mourned 
over by one of the purest patriots of the Revolution, 
as existing throughout that period. We hold up the 
unfaithfulness of public officers as in painful con-
trast to the fidelity of those of the revolutionary era. 
Yet John .Adams, in 1776, speaking not in the heat 
of debate, nor goaded to stern utterance by the 
rigor of party necessity, but in the quiet confidence 
of don1estic life, said, "We are most unfaithfully 
served in the post-office, as well as many other 
offices, civil and military. Unfaithfulness in public 
stations is deeply crin1inal. But there is no encour-
agmnent to be faithful; neither profit, nor honor, 
nor applause is acquired by faithfulness. But I 
know by what. There is too much corruption 
even in this infant age of our republic. Virtue is 
not in fashion. Vice is not infa1nous." Who de-
spairs of disinterestedness in public and private 
service to-day, and in this regard deplores our 
national degeneracy ? The same illustrious man 

3 
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said in the same year: "The spirit of venality, you 
mention, is the most dreadful and alar1ning enen1y 
America has to oppose. It is as rapacious and 
insatiable as the grave. We are in the 'frece 
Ramuli, non republ,ica Platonis.' This predominant 
avarice will ruin America, if she is ever ruined. If 
God A.hnighty does not interfere, by His grace, to 
control this uni:versal idolatry to the mamn1on of 
corruption, we shall be given up to the chastise-
nlents of His judgments. I am ashamed of the age 
I live in." Does the venality of the present day 
call for sterner rebuke than these words convey r 

And with reference to this very simplicity itself, 
which is sometin1es assun1ed to be so characteristic 
of the beginning of the century just now closed, 
Mr. Admns, commenting on Necker's essay on the 
true principles of executive power in States, says, 

" A man who, like myself, has been many more years than Mr. 
Necker ever was in the centre of public affairs, and that in 
try which has ever boasted of its simp1ic1ty, frugality, integrity, 
public spirit, public virtue, disinterestedness, etc., can jndge from 
his own experience of the activity of private interest, and perceive 
in what manner the human heart is influencedAand soothed by 
hope. N eg1ec? and of personal interests are oftener 

f\ 
boasted than practised. The parade, and pomp, and ostentation, 
and hypocrisy, have been as common in America as in France. 
When I hear these pretensions set up, I am very apt to say to 
myself, 'this man deceives himself, or is attempting to deceive 

Not a few good men are grieving to-day over the 
tendency of a portion of our people to indifference to 
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the preservation of the national faith, as presenting 
a contrast, in the present tin1e, to the sturdy uphold-
ing of it by the Fathers. Yet, on this point, in his day 
and before the close of the last century, Mr. AdanlS 
said : "It is a mortifying circumstance that five 
months have been wasted on a question whether 
national faith is binding on a nation. Nothing but 
the ignorance and inexperience of the people ean 
excuse then1. Really we have not a right sense of 
n1oral or natural obligation. We have no national 
pride, no sense .of national honor." 

Sadly so1ne deplore the increase of government 
influence and patronage, and the tendency of those 
in power, at the present day, to press prerogative un-

. duly against the liberties of the people, as well as the 
dangers of intense party spirit in its influence on the 
popular mind and conscience ; and in this regard 
contrast the early days of the republic with our 
ow·n. Yet this san1e philosophic statesman, speak-
ing, as before, calmly and in familiar correspond-
ence, said, in lai1guage which n1ay find its almost 
exact application to the circun1stances of this 
hour,-

''I have always thought it injudicious to make any attempt 
against the governor, knowing, as I do, the habitual attachment 
to him, as well as the diffieulty of uniting the people in another. 
The i oonside1 atisR he gives to a very is very 
pernicious to the public, but he is part, by the 
opposition to him, and he would not do less out of office. The 
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constitution of our government is calculated to create, excite and 
support parties in the States, mixing and crossing 
·altetnately with parties in the Federal Government. It \\"ill be a 
perpetual confusion of parties. I fear we do not deserve all the 
blessings we have within our reach, and that our country must be 
deformed with divisions, contests, dissensions and civil war, as A. 
well as others. * * * JVlay God, of His infinite mercy, grant 
that somn remedy may be found, before it j§ too late, in the good 
sense of this 

Many persons, well-informed in general, strangely 
forget the plainest truths of history, in their dispo-
sition to depreciate the present in comparison with 
the past. At the time of our great Civil. War, 
nothing was more common than to hear it cited as 
a proof of our decline in the spirit of patriotic self-
sacrifice, that it was necessary to offer pecuniary 
bounties, in order to induce 1nen to serve in the 
national army. Yet as early as 1776, Congress 
offered twenty dollars and a hundred acres of land 
to every man who would enlist for the war, and in 
1778 five hundred dollars were offered by towns in 

for recruits for nine.1nonths. There 
was · no vice in our late army which did not find its 
counterpart, in kind if not in degree, in the patriot 
arrny of Washington. Then, as later, the sutler 
preyed upon the soldier, and the hoarse voice of 
Hook resounded through the patriot camp, with its 
selfish and discordant cry. The san1e jealousy 
among military officers in high command which we 
have seen so lately exhibited warred against the 
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efficiency of the army, and protracted the exhaustive 
struggle. 

"I am wearied to death,'' says Mr. Adams, with the wrangles 
between military officers, high and low. They quarrel like cats 
and dogs. They worry one another like mastiffs, scrambling after 
rank and pay like apes for nuts. I believe there is no one princi-
ple which predominates in human nature so much, in every stage 
of life,· from the cradle to the grave, in males and females, old and 
young, black and rich and poor, high and low, as this pas- /) . 

)L')Lx: .,. Y= sion for superiority; but I never saw it operate with such keen-
ness, ferocity and as among military officers. They will go 
terrible lengths in their emulation, their envy and revenge, in 
consequence of it.'' r 1 

I cite these contemporaneous declarations of the 
highest authority, not in disparagement of the 
Fathers whom we venerate, but as an encourage-
ment to men of to-day to believe in their times and 
in thmnselvcs, to show by one witness among 1nany, 
and by one whom. all who listen will admit to be 
entitled to the fullest respect, that the very vices we 
most deplore among ourselves in public life were 
deplored not less deeply by those men who, mnid all 
these dr·a·wbacks, laid strong and enduring the 
foundations of our government. Even better than 
they knew did the Fathers build. For who of them, 
in the moment of highest prophetic ecstacy, would 
have dared predict for his country the glory and 
success it has achieved among the nations of the 
earth ? If we have not eradicated the vices of 
those earlier days, we have added to them the 
triun1phs of the present, triumphs of intellect, of 
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personal freedon1, of free thought and the advance-
n1ent of learning ; and I venture to add, also-in 
view of the severer strain put upon , then1 by the 
fiercer competitions of the day-of public and 
private 1norals. Notwithstanding the recent 
developments, of defalcations, financial dishonesty, 
moral delinquency and crime, it 1nay . be fairly 
claimed as a tritunph, at least of the negative 
character, that a gigantic civil war has closed and 
left behind no greater track of moral ruin. Of civil 
wars it n1ay well be said, in the language of Burke, 
" They strike deepest of all into the manners of the 
people. They vitiate their politics ; they corrupt 
their morals. They prevent even the natural taste 
for equality and justice. By teaching us to consider 
our fellow-citizens in a hostile light the whole body 
of the nation becomes less dear to us." U nques-
tionably, the general history of mankind confirms 
these declarations of Mr. Burke, and, compared with 
what might reasonably been expected to follow 
in pursuance of this rule, our actual experience has 
been exceptional in the lightness of the evils we 
have suffered . 

.A modest scholar, in dwelling upon the disclosures 
of the past few years, has clain1ed that "it may be 
considered one of those epidemics of crime which 
have frequent parallels in the history of the past, 
and is not a sympto1n of incurable national decay 



and corruption." With peculiar felicity, he cites a 
si1nilar state of affairs in England in the time of 
Willimn III., and especially in the years 1694-5. 
The characteristics of those times have been 
graphically portrayed by Maeaulay's brilliant pen. 
He says:-

•' The pecnlatim{ and venality by which the offieial men of that 
in the' habit of enriehing themselves had excited in 

the publie mind a feeling snch as could not but vent itself, sooner 
or later, in some formidable explosion. But the gains were· 
immediate; the day of ... uncertain, and the vlun-
derers of the public as ever, when the 
vengE>anc 1 long threatened and long overtook 
the proudest and most powerful among them. A l'he whole 
administration was in such a state that it was hardly possible to 
track one offender without diseovering ten others." A4.1- 1 

'1/ o-f_, IV. Gf. 1-t 

Then follows the long catalogue of public crnnes }• o/J t, -7 
and illustrious criminals. All, as in our own case, 
the tmnporary recessions of the rising tide of civil-
ization-the rule, progress from century to century; 
the recessions of a few years in each century lost in 
the contemplation of the past. And all this pro-
gress but the omen and prophecy of what is yet to 
come. We stand on this Centennial Day at the 
opening of a century at the close of which our 
successors may look back upon us, in the comparison 
of our attainments in all that makes hun1an life 
desirable with their own, as harbarians. In the 
providence of God, in the light of Christianity, 111 
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the light also of Science-her younger sister, infinite 
possibilities of progress are before us. Imagination 
fails to grasp or define the results of an advance for 
another century proportionate in any degree to that 
of this closing one. What truths of nature will not 
science then have revealed ? What arts of life will 
then obtain, inconceivable now ? What shall it 
now be said will then be in1possible ? What con-
ditions are to us 1nore inconceivable than 'vere one 
hundred years ago that power in the expanded drop 
of water to drive man's iron chariot over land and 
sea, or that mysterious agency of the skies which, 
obedient to man's command, gathers with instanta-
neous grasp the scattered intelligence of the eastern 
and western worlds and lays it on our table fresh 
every morning of the year ? The impossibilities of 
to-day fade away then before the unimaginable 
possibilities of the future. These cannot be defined 
nor foreshadowed, and the boldest visions shrink 
from taking shape or form. 

"Vast images in glimmering dawn, 
Half shown are broken and withdrawn." 

Their embodiment in attainment through the agency 
of the restless and aspiring soul and mind of men, 
our successors here, rests alone with God. Yet, in his 
Providence, I hold it clear that, bright as is this day of 
our success and glory as a nation, a country, a race, 
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these successors of ours, looking back to what we 
were, shall descry an infancy of hope rather than 
a manhood of attainment ; and, judging us with 
charity,-exaggm-ating, perhaps, our merit as they 
contemplate some passing or signal demerit of their 
own,-will yet insist that, after all, we were but the 
" ancients of the earth, and in ·the morning of the 
times." 

I must once more guard against the possible 
suggestion that in what I have said earlier in this 
address, I design to depreciate or undervalue the 
past. Not so ! I would but judge it fairly, and do 
justice to the present in the co1nparison. What I 
mean is, that the present shall not be undervalued by 
reason of its errors, and to that end I re1nind you 
that our Fathers had to contend with the sa1ne evils 
in their day, which pressed llpon the1n to the point 
of discouragement-at times, even, of 
and drove them in their time back to the past for 
brighter and purer exatnples. It is the danger to 
which the conservative mind is subjected (and its 
judg1nents are generally to be treated with respect 
because its aspirations are generally for virtue), to 
feel that all the progress of the present is more 
than offset by new and heretofore unexperienced 
evils. Is it not true that most of the conventions 
and conferences of so-called conservative n1en and 
politicians are marked by expressions of-glori:fica-

4 
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tion of the past, in disparagement of the present '( 
Do they not generally exclude its short-co1nings, its 
expression of the vanity of hun1an hopes, the exact 
counterpart it presents to our own trials, fron1 their 
field of vision ? Buoyantly, therefore, and with 
belief in the present, I retnind you that our trials of 
faith were theirs also, that our hindrances and dis-
appointments were theirs also, and beg you to 
believe with 1ne that as they overcame we shall 
overcome also, if we doubt and despair not by the 
way. 

It is appropriate to this Centennial year that 
celebration of the National birthday should be 
marked by considerations and congratulations local 
in their nature, as well as by those relating to the 
greatness and glory of our country. The reasons 
which led to the colonization of this land, so rmnote 
fro1n what, in that early day, was known as the 
Christian world, the considerations which, in the 
next century, led to the establishment here of a 
Republic, the National struggle, the National 
victory, have been in the past and will be to-day, 
set forth in completeness by orators who, from their 
more distinguished position, address a field large as 
the country. And the President of the Republic, 
reiterating therein the expressed wish of the 
National Congress, has suggested that the ad-
dresses delivered to-day in the various towns of the 



27 

land, 1nay be, in some degree at least, based on and 
Inade to illustrate the local history of those places ; 
so that they may to some extent, by staten1ent or 
reference, constitute a per1nanent addition to the 
details and materials of the history of the country. 
No suggestion could be better timed or In ore truly 
in accord with the spirit of the day. The history of 
our country is, in a degree at least, the su1n of the 
histories of its towns and cities. In the usual 
exercises in honor of the anniversary of the 
National Independence, the disposition of orators 
has almost invariably been to dwell upon the 
aggregate glory of the country, rather than upon 
the less conspicuous and, it may be confessed, less 
interesting details of municipal experiences. Yet 
these illustrate the whole subject, and a knowledge 
of them is indispensable to a full c01nprehension of 
the growth and true grandeur of our institutions. 
IIere are the primal springs of e1npire. Fron1 the 
town 1neetings, in comn1unities like this, emanated 
the influence and declarations which stirred the 
National conscience, strengthened theN ational heart 
and sustained the National arms in the great 
struggle of the Revolution. And I will show you 
from the original records of this town, that fron1 its 
meeting-house went forth lofty utterances 1n 
d(:nunciation of the pretensions of the mother 
country, and in determination to obtain redress of 
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gnevances, years before the Declaration of Inde-
pendence had rung its notes of liberty through the 
land. In contemplating then the history of our 
town we turn from 1naturing results to primary 
beginnings, from the comprehensive and general to 
the essential and elementary particular, "non sectari . 
r'ivulos, sed petere fontes." 

Nor should the leading points · in the history of a 
town be suffered to remain unfamiliar to its inhabit-
ants of successive generations. There may be little 
room for originality or claim to the credit of 
research and investigation, yet he renders no unhn-
portant service who, by bringing these pointe anew 
before the men of to-day, aids in the creation of a 
familiarity which must anhnate and inspire. Who 
first explored that wilderness which now blossoms 
around us like the rose ? What influence led to 
that exploration, and laid the foundation of the 
consequences which follo,ved? Where was the first 
house built ? Where was the rude meeting-house, 
whose walls first listened to the . voice of public 
prayer in this valley ? Who was the first 1nartyr in 
the great crusade, which ended, though conducted 
long with varying fortunes, in the triun1ph of 
Christianity over I-Ieathenis1n, and of Civilization 
over Barbarism here ? In the Providence of God it 
was crdained that the red man should disappear 
fron1 our land, and that land be peopled with a new 
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race which should, in the course of time, develop 
all its wondrous possibilities. What were the rela-
tions of this valley to that aboriginal and fated 
people ? Independence of foreign domination was 
to be won by blood and sacrifice. What part did 
the Revolutionary Fathers of this town bear in that 
heroic and protracted contest ? With. what spirit 
did they n1eet the onE?et of imperial power, and with 
what endurance bear the exhausting strain of long 
discouragement and deferred hope? A vast rebel-
lion against the government of our country was to 
be 1net and overthrown, and rivers of blood flow, to 
which those of the Revolution were but 1nountain 
rills. How did the sons of our sires rise to this new 
crisis, and prove from what lineage they sprung ? 

Yon see that these inquiries bring us at once to 
the contemplation of the springs of National great-
ness, while the answers -v. hich might be truly made 
to-day (for I shall not attempt to answer all), 
inspire us with honorable pride which needs no 
concealment or apology, and kindle anew our 
attachment for our birthplace. A blessing follows. 
For as is eloquently and earnestly observed by 
Southey:-

"Whaty(pever strengthens our local attachments is favo/able 
both to individual and national character. Our home-our birth-
place-our native land; think for awhile what the virtues 

llAo<- which arise out of the feelings connected with these words, and ,.. 
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if you have any intellectual eyes, yon will then perceive the con-
nection between topography and patriotiRm. Show me man 
who cares no more for one place than another, and I will show 
you in one who loves nothing but himself. Beware 
of those who are homeless by choice. You have no hold i>n a 
human being whose affections are without a tap-root. Th: laws 
recognize this truth in the privileges they confer 1)on freeholders, 
and public opinion acknowledges it also in the confidence which 
it rer.oses on those who have what is called a stake in the 
ee · 

In cordial compliance, then, with the executive 
recommendation, I ask you to conte1nplate with n1e 
some of the leading points in the history of our 
town; its original settlement and the character and 
purposes of its founders, its early growth, its con-
tests with the natives, at first mild and hospitable, 
afterwards hostile and determined on the exterrnina-
tion of the white man. Consider, not only here and 
now, but elsewhere should any suggestions here 
n1ade be found a worthy basis of reflection, what 
were the characteristics of its several epochs, from its 
original settle1nent to its destruction and temporary 
abandonment; from its re-settlement up to, and in-
cluding, the War of the Revolution; from the close 
of the War of the Revolution up to, and including, 
the War of the Great Rebellion ; three epochs of 
local history, during which I think we shall agree 
that patriotism and public virtue grew, that intelli-
gence diffused itself with time, that increasing social 
order marked all the eras of our history; that, though 
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there have been occasional failures to come up to the 
high standard of the duty of the hour, there never 
has beeH degeneracy, and that this statement finds 
fullest illustration in the record of honorable resolve 
and action which closes the story of each of the last 
two epochs. 

Most ancient of the sister townships of this 
county, honorable as the gentle mother fro1n whose 
loins of virtue eight daughter n1nnicipalities have 
sprung who now arise and call her blessed, digni-
fied in her age yet wearing it hale and green, 
rejoicing not in the mere elements of n1aterial 
growth and prosperity, but rejoicing rather in what 
she has brought into the world, RO that instead of 
illustrating the swarn1ing growth of population 
within her borders, sht! has won the proud title of 
''Mother of Towns," beautiful in the cahn repose of 
natural attraction as when her wondrous charm first 
revealed itself to the ardent gaze of the adventurous 
King, who, first of white men, fro1n the neighboring 
summit, like Balboa "silent upon a peak in Da-
rien" surveyed this lovely valley, our native town 
bids us welcome to her borders to-day, and invites 
us to read anew her simple, yet honorable, annals. 

And first of all, before entering upon even this 
brief historic sketch, must full acknowledgment be 
made of what has been accomplished for the writer 
or speaker of to-day by the faithful and untiring 
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labors of Willard. His exhaustive research has left 
little to be discovered by those whose task it is, non 
passibus requis, to follow hiln. It was n1y privilege 
to know him, and in the years of my own pro-
fessional study which were the later years of his 
life of usefulness and honor, to call him my friend. 
From him I learned to read the lesson of the past, 
and enjoy its contemplation. Unallured by the 
sordid from the intellectual, his delight was in his-
toric studies and he found in them a full and rich 
reward. He loved this town, the home of his early 
manhood, where he passed happy years of study and 
practice relieved by the pleasures of historic and 
antiquarian research. What he has done to perpet-
uate its history is itself a part of that history. And 
it is but justice to his mmnory to make the admis-
sion that, in my own researches upon this subject, I 
have found little which he has not somewhere 
stated, or to ·which his memoranda have not given 
a clue. Unworthy the orator who atte1npts to arro-
gate to hhnself the credit of others' labors, or who, 
if obliged fro1n the very necessities of the situation 
to appropriate their results, does not emphatically 
and unreservedly make all acknowledgment, and 
pay his cheerful tribute of gratitude. 

" The persons interested in this plantation being 
most of them poor men, and some of them corrupt 

judgment, and others profane, it went on . very 
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slowly, so that in two yearrs they had not thrree 
houses built, and he wlwrn they had called to be 
theirr 1ninisterr left for their delays." Harsh 
words, if taken in their literal sense, to fall ft'Oln the 
lips of the generous ancl high-souled 1Vinthrop, ·who 
judged so kindly, and whose life was the e1n bocli-
ment of ahnost every and states1nanlike 
grace; and they were spoken, and not uncharitably, 
of the n1en who first undertook the foundation of 
this plantation of N ashaway, reaching out fro111 the 
co1nparative wilderness of Watertown and Cm1l-
bridge, to grasp possession of an absolute ·wilder-
ness, never trodden before by the foot of ·white n1an, 
but ·which their successors, in another century, 
converted into a garden of bloon1 and fruit. And 
I qnote this declaration of Winthrop in the outset, 
as an earnest of n1y purpose to deal justly ·with the 
past in ·what is to be said of our local history, nor 
accord it an undue glory fro1n its being; far. 

But while it is certain that 1Vinthrop would con-
sciously do no injustice to these n1en, it is fair to 
clain1 that his j ndgn1ent of thmn n1ight have been 
colored by his ovvn higher social relations, and by a 
degree of in1patience at their failures. These ·were 
not of the highest class of the n1en who founded 
Massachusetts. No nan1es like those of ""\Vinthrop 
and Saltonstall and Endicott are found upon the 
early records of this tovvn, and it vvas reserved for a 

5 
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succeeding generation to 1nake even one of the1n 
illustrious. That they ·were plain n1en is obvious. 
Their callings were hlunble and obscure. They 
were no doubt jnjuclgn1ent" and 
in the sense that they were not connected with the 
church, and to that se11se, I believe, the expressions 
of Winthrop 1nay be fairly lilnitecl. Nor will I 
clain1 for thmn in their settlmnent of Lancaster any 
of the exalted purposes which led the men of 1620 
or those of 1630, to the rmnote and barren shore of 
Massachusetts. Thon1as King was the first English-
Inan, so far as can at this clay be discovered, who 
saw the valley of the N asha;way; and he saw it, 
judging fro1n subsequent events, rather with the eye 
of the speculator than of the religiouR or political 
enthusiast. The history of the settlmnent may be 
concisely set forth. Sholan, the chief of a small 
and peaceful tribe, ruled in this valley, having his 
home between the lakes. Unen1bar-
rassed by that dignity which in riper civilizations 
becmncs a 1nonarch, he was in the habit of n1aking 
trips to Watertown, carrying his rude 1nerchandise 
to a n1arket of consn1nption or distribution. There 
he mot King, ·who was induced by his representa-
tions to visit this valley. I1nagination may portray 
in glowing language, if it will, his feelings and 
resolves as he gazed npon its beauties. The 
record only is that he, with his assoeiates, purchased 
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a large tract of land of Sholan, had a deed of it 
n1acle to himself and then1, never can1e here to 
reside, though he with others built a trucking-
house, relapsed into the, obscurity fron1 which his-
tory rescues hiln for the purpose of recognizing 
hin1 as the original of this town, and 
disappeared in due season fro1n a1nong n1en. 

It is obvious that n1y present purpose only allows 
n1e to pass in rapid review the 1nen or the events of 
this early day of our n1unicipality. I n1ust ren1incl 
you of the chief points and characters in our local 
history, leaving further illustrations to be set forth 
in notes, should such further illustrations eventually 
be demnecl necessary. For the exact and full details 
of any of the epochs, or even its signal events, the 
hour for ·which I can reasonably ask your attention 
·would not suffice, and I 1nust dwell n1ore particu-
larly upon this occasion on the relations of our 
fathers here to the great crisis of the Revolution. 

The first epoch, then, can only briefly be con-
sidered, in respect of the founding and building up 
of the town as a settlmnent and a n1unicipality, and 
of its relations ·with the aboriginal tribes. As King 
is entitled to be ren1e1nbered as its discoverer, 
Prescott has the higher distinction of being the 
first of the associates to beco1ne a pennanent settler. 
A plain n1an too, following the unpretending calling 
of a blacks1nith, he had yet strong lines of character 
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and a tenacity of purpose which no considerations of 
convenience or con1fort could shake. Ilis name is 
associated, through one illustrious descendant, with 
the highest ·walks of .A.1nerican literature, aud 
through another ·with the glories of Bunker 1-Iill. 
Silently, ·with no voice of eloquence to be listened 
to by an earthly eternity of scholars and 1nen of 
letters, called to no share in the great contests for 
personal and political independence, honorably, as 
discharging all his duties here of primitive pioneer, 
faithfully, as swerving never fron1 his deliberate and 
chosen purpose, he lived and died in this valley, an 
exan1ple for all generations of his successors here, 
of true single-hearted1nanliness. 

You see I a1n speaking of plain In en, and the 
language of eloquent panegyric or stately euloghnn 
has no place here. They were the rude forefathers 
of this luunlet. Not one of the1n held a pof:;ition in 
church or state ·which 1nakes his nmne fmniliar to 
later generations, even of those who d-well within 
the precincts of his valley hon1e. The story of 
their life and effort here is of the sin1plest. It was 
in 16±3 that Sholan gave the deed to King and his 
associates, and the deed ·was approved by the 
General Court. King, a real estate speculator 

,-< after all, sold out his interest to his asso-
ciates. They signed n1utual covenants with 
each other to begin the plantation ·within a given 

-1. Iii ' . ()... 9+ UJ !ro.w 
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time. But none of thmn cmne save Prescott, and 
even his co1ning was delayed. The effort at settle-
nlent in 1644 failed, as recorded by Winthrop. 
Further effort -was made, nuder the auspices of the 
General Court, in 164.3, but this failed also. The 

even petitioned the General Court to 
take in th8 grant, but that bo<Iy, impressed 'vith the 
importance and value of the location, decreed that 
the plantation should not be destroyed, but rather 
encouraged, that it should re1nain in the po-wer of 
the Court to dispose of the· planting and ordering of 
it, the difficulties .being attributed to the fact that 
the persons engaged in the business were " so few 
and so unn1eet for such a work." 

Thus the enterprise feebly struggled on till 1653. 
On1itting details and nmnes, this is the abstract and 
brief chronicle of that early tin1e. Ten years of 
intern1ittent struggles had ho-wever resulted in the 
establishment of nine fatnilies -in the to,vn, and the 
liberty of a township was granted, not by forn1al 
act of incorporation, but libe1'ty of a township 
under certain conditions, to be subsequently 
enlarged to full liberty of a township aeoording 
to law, on fulfihnent of the conditions. 

This " liberty" n1ay be found in an early volu1ne 
of the Colonial Records. It is curious, as illustrat-
ing not only the n1anner of legislation at that ti1ne 
but the stress laid on Religion and_ Loyalty as the 
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conditions of the life of a n1unicipality. The Court, 
mnong other things, ordered that "a Godly n1inistor 
be maintained among the1n, that no evil persons, 
enemies to the la·ws of this Commonwealth, in 

' j uclg1nent or practice, be acln1itted as inhabitants, and 
none to have lots con:finnecl to them but such as take 
the oaths of :fidelity." Even those 'vho clai1n that this 
exclusion for n1atter of opinion is inconsistent with 
the ideas of the present day of political and reli-
gious toleration ,;v-ill not withhold a n1eed of respect 
fron1 that legislative body in Massachusetts which 
made thus a clue regard for the clain1s of religious 
faith ancl political loyalty conditions precedent to a 
1nere n1unicipal existence. 

In the first year, 1653, this comn1unity, infant-
like, only crept. Not entitled to the full liberty of a 
to-wnship, the inhabitants laid out their lots, and 
n1acle and subscribed their covenant, a code of 
regulations, quaint and primitive, but looking to the 
peace and good order of the com1nunity. And now 
the story of their progress is that of the atten1pt of 
the infant to reach out for itself, to try to walk, to 
1nake up its own judgn1ents as to what course to 
follow, and then, clespaid ng, turn for solace, support 
and guidance to the 1naternal arn1s. For they could 
not use that liberty wherewith the General Court 
had 1nacle thmn free, and in 1657 petitioned for a 
guardian, frankly acln1itting that they vvere unable 
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to manage their own affairs. Their prayer was 
granted. Con11nissioners -were appointed to arrange 
their affairB for then1. Under their authority, the 
needful 1nunicipal regulations were established, 
grievances remedied, bridges erected, 'vater power 
utilized, a ministry established, the boundaries of 
the town fixed, restric·tions lin1iting the nun1ber of 
inhabitants removed, untjl in 1 ()63, confident In 
their strength, self-reliant, and now justified in 
that confidence, they asked again for liberty of 
self-govern1nent, and were again invested ·with full 
towns!1ip liberties. And now peace prevailed, and 
a well-ordered con11nunity labored together for the 
co1nmon good. The earth yielded a rich harvest to 
the earnest toiler of the valley. Population began 
to increase, and a future of prosperity see1ned as 
secure as was the actual achievement of the past. 

And yet a more than Assyrian desolation ·was at 
hand. 

The recent carefully prepared and instructive 
address delivered within these walls n1akes it 
unnecessary to do more than allnde to the calamity 
which befell this town at the close of its first epoch 
of history. It n1ay be truthfully claimed for our 
ancestors here, that their policy toward the red man 
was not aggressive, nor did they provoke hy any 
acts of theirs the storm of ·war ·which broke upon 
then1 two hundred years ago, and overwhelmed 
then1 in its ruins. 
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Yet the flaming torch of Philip spared not in its 
avenging career this peaceful settlmnent, and the 
ripe feuit of a score of laborious years was blig·hted 
in a day. That savage soul1nade no discritnination 
in its judgment between comn1nnities, if only they 
-were 1nade up of white n1en. And in a single 
winter n1orning this to,vn disappeared fi·o1n the 
face of the earth ; ancl thus he 1nade a solitude and 
called it peace. Peace retutnecl to 1\lassachusetts, 
six 1110nths later, w·hen Philip died, but still the 
Rolitucle of this valley vvas nnbroken,-a solitude 
more profound than when King first looked upon 
it fron1 the 1Vattaqnodoc. Three years passed, and 
not an inhabitant returned. At length, in 1680, the 
re-settlen1ent was undertaken-new fmnilies came, 
as well as those who had before fonned an attach-
Inent here by residence, ancl the second epoch in 
our local history vvas begun. 

It was begun in poverty and privation, but 
resolutely, and this tilne no 1nan looked back. It 
was begun, too, on the eve of Indian warfare, and 
the close of the seventeenth and the :first years of 
the eighteenth century are n1arked by a succession 
of incursions aucl depredations which paralyzed 
industry and kept even the hope of prosperity in 
long abeyance. The blood of those early 1nartyrs, 
Whiting and Gardner, 1ninisters of this church, was 
shed for their people. Death and captivity, in 
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equal though varying horror, hourly lay 1n wait, or 
pursued with stealthy step each movement of that 
people beyond the walls of their garrisons. The 
details of their sacrifices are found in Willard. 
Not till the peace of Utrecht, in 1713, did these 
horrors cease. 

With the establishment of peace, population 
and wealth aga1n increased, and with them 
intelligence and influence. In 1721, the people of 
" the poor distressed town of Worcester " asked 
the favor of the representative of this to-wn to use 
his influence in the General Court in their behalf. 
Harvard was born,-then Bolton, then Leominster. 
When the war against Spain was declared, in 173D, 
the 1nen of Lancaster responded with alacrity to 
the appeal, and their whole quota perished before 
Jamaica or on the expedition. The men of Lan-
caster lay in the trenches before Louisburg, and 
one of her sons cornmanded a regiment in that 
memorable siege. Throughout the French war, the 
town was constantly furnishing material resources 
and recruits, and it is stated that a large proportion 
of its able-bodied Inen were in the field. Lake 
George, Ticonderoga and Crown Point bore witness 
to their valor, lnor were they wanting in the last 
crowning hour of trial and victory on the Plains of 
Abraham.) 

Note how the successors of those few feeble and 
6 
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"unn1eet" men of our first epoch had grown, before 
the close of the second, in strength and influence. 
Yet a greater trial of their courage and detennina-
tion 'vas at hand. · The war of the Revolution, with 
its mighty possibilities of weal or woe, was before 
then1, to close the second epoch. 

I call your attention to the history of this town 
during the pe.riod we have now reached, as disclosed 
by its record, whh satisfaction and pride. You 
have listened to the grand enunciation of political 
truths contained in the D<.·clara.tion of Independ-
ence, and your hearts have thrilled anew as you 
heard once n1ore those noble and familiar words. 
But their si1nple grandeur and impressiveness find 
fit prelude and introduction in the declarations 
of the inhabitants of this town as I find them 
set forti! in the original records of its town 
meetings, when the 1norning of the Revolution was 
dawning. And in these declarations, antedating 
by more than three years the Declaration of 
Independence, you will perceive an aspiration as 
lofty and purposes as determined, proclain1ed by 
plain men, probably not one of them known beyond 
the limits of Massachusetts, as were uttered one 
hundred years ago by J e:fferson and Adams. 

These brave words of theirs had in them, I think, 
the significance of an ultimate determination to be 
independent of a govern1nent in which they had no 
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representation. Fe\v in A1nerica had at this early 
day contmnplated a separation fro1n the n1other 
country. Even after hostilities had actually begun, 
the Continental Congress declared, "We have not 
raised armies with the a1nbitious design of 
separating fro1n Great Britain and establishing 
independent States." They evince, at all events, 
a resolute purpose to obtain a redress ·of grievances 
under the existing governn1ent. The relation of 
the towns of Massachusetts to the early stages of 
the formation of the sentiment for independence 
-vvas n1ost intin1ate. I do not claim that our own 
town was exceptional to others, nor was her 
determination annouhced in more absolute terms. 
IIer declarations serve to illustrate the general 
subject, and so set forth her o-vvn position at the 
tin1e, and that of sin1ilar communities throughout 
the State. How the towns were brought into 
correspondence upon this subject 1nust be briefly 
stated, as necessary to an understanding of the 
votes and resolutions of Lancaster. 

The head and front of the whole movement was 
Samuel Adams, years before the sentin1ent of the 
Congress just quoted was announced. Against 
the opposition of all his colleagues, he proposed 
and carried through his plan of Con1mittees of 
Correspondence, to be appointed by meetings in the 
to,vns. Of Adams, Governor wrote 
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that he --was " the :first person that openly and in 
any public assembly declared for a total independ-
ence." llutchinson denied the right of the towns 
to discuss in their meetings public questions of 
general interest. The town of Boston, inspired 
by Admns, maintained that right, and in town 
meeting, in November, 1772, voted :-

"That a Committee of Correspondence be appointed, to consist 
of twenty-one persons, to state the rights of the <.:olonists and of 
this province in particular, as men, as Christians, and as subjects, 
to communicate and publish the same to the several towns in this 
province and to the world as the sense of this town, with the 

·infringements and violations thereof that have been or from time 
to time may be made." 

The Co1nn1ittee reported to town meeting, setting 
forth their rights and grievances. These last form 
part of the history of those towns, and are fa1niliar 
to all students of that history. The Boston tovvn 
1neeting voted to make an appeal, by n1eans of 
Co1nmittees of Correspondence, to all the towns in 
the colony, "that the collected wisdo1n and fortitude 
of the whole people might dictate 1neasures for the 
rescue of their happy and glorious constitution." 

The responses of the towns were unreserved and 
mnphatic. The spirit of resistance was awakened 
throughout the land. Many of these responses are 
preserved in the records of the Boston Committee, 
and sound the clearest notes of An1erican Liberty. 
It would be interesting to quote them here, for the 
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action of our towns, acting 111 their distinctly 
municipal character, in contributing to the forma-
tion of a revolutionary sentilnent throughout the 
land has not been so widely understood as it ought, 
nor so fully appreciated. But the action and resolves 
of Lancaster are typical of them all. 

Judge of the spirit which prevailed here, by this 
warrant for town n1eeting, for the :first Wednesday 
of January, 1773:-

I 
"Worcester, ss. To the freeholders and other ,i'nhabit;ints of 

the town of Lancaster legally qualified to vote in town 
Greeting: 

In his name, you are hereby to at the 
meeting house in the second in Laneaster, on the first 

w Wednesday of January at ten of the in the forenoon, 
then and there to act on the'J'ollowing articles, viz: 

t.L ,../1 0d.. 1. To choese a moderator for the gover#ment of said meeting. 
2d1Y. To take into the Dangerous condition of 

our in the Independancy of our Superiq).· 
Judges, and fl> take such measures as shall be thought proper. 

3d1Y. To a Committee to.2)s(raw up our g1j'ev,..n.nees and 
Infringements upon our Liberties, and them before the 
:t"own, ·when tbe.r,town shall so order. 

4th1Y. To consider and act upon the fequest from Boston 
Committee. . 

5t111 Y. give,...our Representative such Instructions as the 
Town shall think proper, Relative to our 

6th1Y. To cbeooe a Committee to return an answer to Boston 
Committee and to corresp.fnd with other Committee Relaiing 
to our and to mform the town off their Transactions 
from time to time. J 

7t111 Y. To act and do anything that the town shall sep proper 
to withstand the Progress of our Enemies in Indeft'v-
oring to take away our Priv/ledges. 
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Dated at Lancaster, Del" 22: 11}2, and in the {hirteenth year 

f h. M . ](_ . , 
0 18 . aJeStQ' S ;re1gn. 'J:>y ouCh.. "/ tlu _ 

At the meeting:- . 
"On the third article, voted to ch8Bse a Committee to Draw up 

our G1;lev)wces and the Infring¢ments upon onr Liberties and to 
-{ them before the Town when the Town shall so order. 

Voted, to chOOse seven men for the Committee. 
V otecl, to. W m. Dunsmoor, Messrs. John Prescott, Aaron 

Sawyer, Kendall, Joseph White, Nathaniel Wyman, Eben-
ezer Allen. Jl. 

Voted, to arljo;{rn this meeting to Tnesday, the ji'ineteenth of 
this Instant J a,pua1dl to .. house in the 4 
Lancaster, at Xen clock,,..toA:e¢ei ve the "lepo)t of the Committee. . 

On the adj<ff rnment from the first W eclnesday of January to 
Tuesday, the the same, then voted to Receive the 
above said committee's report. 

On the sixth article"R.voted, that the above Committee beli,)the 
Committee to make a feturn to Boston Committee of the )sro-
ceedings of the fawn of Lancaster. , 

(_ 

On the fifth article, voted to give our Representf(tive Instruc-
tions as J :1. .-4 

As you are <thosen to represent this town in the general flSSem-
bly of this Province, we take this opportunity of informing you 
of our sentt'ments relative to the unhappy state of our Publick 

You wi1l Perceive by the Resolves which are herewith 
sent to you, the light in which we view the encroachments made 
upon our Uonstitutional Freedom. Particularly you will observe 
our serious opinion of a Depenclancy of the Judges of the Supe-
rior Court on the Crown for their support, that they are already 
so dependant, or that it is in contemplation so. tv We 
havl3 \reat to fear also an act in the fate 1'essi9n of 
the British ParUrnent, intituled an act for the'lbetter 
..ef" his Majesties pock Yards, &c., Does in a most essentiah man-
ner the fights and of the Colonies, as it juts it 
in the pow$ r of any wicked tool of ::tdministration, either from 
malice or lifolicy to -take from the Colonies and 
can;y him to Britain, to be tried, which by the 
expen)'-e and<1ong detention from his occupation would be the 
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destruction of almost any man ::.mong us, altho his Xry{oc.¢'nce 
might finally appear in the clearest manner, and further the late 
commissions for talyng persons in om Rhode Island, 
and to Great Britain, there to be tried upon suspi-

seooner Gaspie, is an&lnvasion of the 
dtights of the Colonies and ought to excite the attention of the 

whole contenant. 
We expect 1 hat you will use your utmost efforts this session of 

our gen,eral assembly, to obtain a Radical Redress of oui· griev-
.e.ances, and we wish you success in your endeavours, and which we 

cannot but flatter ourselves from the late hnpuy change in the 
American Department you will meet with. We confide in your 

.Ability and 1i'rmness in all matters which may come before the 
C3lurt, assuring you of the },upport of this Town in all 

))roceedings, and praying that the Great Gov-
ernor of the world may Direct and bless you in all your ways.'' 

The Connnittee at an adjourned meeting, reported 
the following Resolves and Instructions:-

1. Resolved., that this and every other Town in this Province 
have an undoubted right to and consult upon all 
matters intfresting to them when and so often as they shalt$udge 
fit, and it is more especially their so to do 
is made1£-their Civil or Religious Libertj/V . 

2d1Y. Resolved, that the raising a Revenue ii the Colonies 
without their consent either by themselves or their representatives, 
is an Infringement of that Right which every freeman has to dis-
pose of his own Property. 

3d1Y. Resolved, that the granting a sallary to his ¥xcellency the 
Governor of this Province out of the Revenue unconstitutionally 
raised by us is an Innovation of a alarming Tendancy. 

it is of the highest 1mportance to the security of 
Liberty, Life and Property that the Publick Administration of 
Justice be Pure and Impartial, and that theJ_udges should 
be free from every Byass, either in favor of or the 

5thty.'"'-""'"rhat the absolute Dependancy of the Judges of the 
Superior Court of this Province upon the Crown for their support 
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would, if it should ever take place, have the strongest iendancy •• 
to Byass the minds of the Judges, :md wonld weaken our confi-
dence in them. f 'iJ 

6t111 Y. Resolved, that the extension of the power of the court 
•. d 9 1 . !} ft!_ •• t ot. v1ce a to. Its present · Jffi:'tl&H-s 1s a grea 

gifevance and 1fepnves the subJect m mnny nstances of that 
noble of Englishmen, Trials by Juries. J 

7tht Y. Resolved, that the Proceeding-s of this Town be trans·.., -(JA, 
. d l T . B " /(u.....J.-4 Xa.JHv. . _ m1tte to t 1e own ot oston. l't\- ?r..,..f.f- ; ttr" .• :.tz, 
I n1ake no apology for producing at length before 

- l . . d . . l t 'b - you t 1ese 1nost Interesting an ong1na con n u-
tions to our local history. It is ren1arkable that 

'/... !! they should never before have seen the light, since 
they illustrate so fully and effectively the tone and 
spirit of our fathers. 

The warrant for town 1neeting Sept. 5, 177 4, 
shows still further the current of thought and 
opinion in the con11nunity, soon after the passage of 
the Boston Port Bill. 

The second article is 
"To see if the town will do anything towards the of the 

suffering Poor £..f the town of Boston, occationed by a late act of 
Parliment, for up the Port of said Town or to act or 

• 
Transact anything relat;..Ing thereto. 

3c1t Y. To see if the town will come into any agreement for 
non-Importation anyon-Exportation Goods to or from Great 
Britain, or to act or transact anything relating thereto. · 

4t11• To ch&se a Com.r.uittee or Commi9tees to act or do any 
thing or things that the ... town shall thinl)- Jo be done or 
acted, b_e any agreement with any other town or towns order 
to get relfk in the best and most easy way from our present 
Difficulty4 inflicted on us by the late ActJof Parl#ment, and to 
act and do any matter or thing that the town shall see needfulho 
be done, and Report to the Town from time to time what they 
have done, and to receive the Town's orders to act aud do what 
the Town shall think to be done and acted. * * -x. 

ft; tQ I ... A. 

L-V\_ 
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!)th. To such votes as the Town shall think Propper to be 

done to get Releaf from th$'se oppressive acts of Parliment whieh 
bath been inflicted on us lately, and to act nny thing that said 
Town shaH think to the Congress and to accept 
and Ratify wbnt they shall do if sd town thinks fit. 

1Oth. To pass any vote miD votes that may be thought needful 
in order get ReleJf in our Distressed circumstances, by 
our just fights and as we think, bt>ing taken from us. 

11th. To see if the Town will vote to abide b/ our Charter 
Rights and Privillo-es." o{ tf:. '1 

7 7U=' !! "\. M 0 .... <J7Ttl:7 I 7'-1-
At the n1eeting it was voted 
"To choose a committee of seven persons to be a committee of 

correspondence for sd county" .!Julb. 

And the was 
which W n1. Duns1noor was the chairn1an. 

rM-.u- t . 
"Voted, that the "Committee make report to the Town of their 

4 
d9.ings from time to time, as expressed in the warrant. 

Voted, that any number, even less than a majority of the above 
committee, shall be sufficient to epresent the lawn as a Com-
mittee of Correspondence. 

Voted, That the Town will Indemnify the Constable for not 
returning a list of the Freeholders for J under the late act of 
Parliament. 

V to raise fifty pounds, for to buy 1mmunition with, to 
be a town jtock.'' Y- )C 

L t 1 ' /I' .... ·t..wv GLL At an adjourn1nent of this meeting it was further 
1-1 v-

Voted, that there be f( nundred men taised as volunteers 
to ready at a minute's Warning to upon any <emer-
gency, and that they be Formed into fwo companies and 
their own officers. \( 

3ct. · Voted, that the said yolnnteers shall be }easonably paid 
by the Town for services .they may do us in defending our 
Libertys and Privile,.ges. ? 

4t11
• Voted, that Dr. W m. Dunsmoor be Lnpowered to eulist 

50 men in the old Parish to serve as Volunteers. 
7 
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5rL. VotedAhat Asa Whitcomb be £npowered to enlist 

5J men in the 1iarish to serve as \t)lunteers. ,.. 
(ith. Voted, to'f>ny one field piece for the use of the:l'own." 

At another adjourninent, Septen1 ber 28th, it was 
-"'Voted to authorize two fie tel. pieces instead of one, and to 

d,, . a... c> . • ll sen one man fur the Proposed Provmt1al ConventiOn to be he l 

at Concord on the second Tuesday of '' 
And on December 12, 177 4, it was 

]) 
"Voted, to choose a committee of 3 persons to draw up an 

Association League :ilid Covenant of iuolis, 
&c., for the Inhabitants to sign;' Gates and Capt. 
Whitcomb were chosen." 1\ 

At another adjournment, 
"Voted, to buy 5 hundred wt. of ball suitable for the field 

pieces." 
"Voted, to buy 3 hund wt. of Grape Shot-t' 

On the 31st October, 177'A this town 
"Voted to choose a Committee to up all such Persons as 

continue)( to buy, sell, or consume any East India Teas at some 
Place in Town, and that Doct. Josiah Wilder, Ephr::tim 

Sawyer and Aaron Sawyer be a Committee for the above 
Purpose." 

On the 2d January, was 
./) "Voted to choose a committee to receive subscriptions and 
9tonations for the suffering Poor of the Town of Boston, occa-
iioned by the9ftte Boston Port Bill, and?<"td"carry in the 
to some one of the Committee iu a '(tortnight from this day." 

Also, 
j " Voted, to adopt and abide by the spirit and of the 

.Yflssociation of Continental Congress held at Philadelphia 
to choose a committee to see that the said association be kept and 
observed by the Inhabitants of said Town. 

" Voted, that the above committee have no . pay, but do the 
li>usiness gratis." 

Other votes were passed from time to time, in 
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accord with the spirit of these. Thus I have 
allowed these n1en to describe themselvPs to you. 
Y e shall know then1 by their fruits, for thus they 
resolved, nor did their resolves fail to find etnbodi-
n1ent in action when the ti1ne for action cmne. Their 
wise prescience foresaw the crisis which must be 
approaching, and provided 1neans for 1neeting it with 
vigor. The n1orning of the lDth of April, 1775, 
brought its stunmons, and the company of n1inute-
n1en, of which I have cited the forn1ation, was 
instantly set in motion towards Lexington. The 
company of horse repaired to Cambridge to assist in 
checking the anticipated advance of the British into 
the country. Thus early in the field in defense of 
that liberty they had resolved 1nust be maintained, 
our fathers did not ceaHe from their patriotic exer-
tion till ·liberty was won. Two of then1 fell at 
Bunker Hill, the first 1nartyrs of the town in the 
cause of independence, and few were the regiments 
of the Continental army from this section of the 

· country, in the ranks of which the n1en of Lancaster 
were not found, or in which they did not exercise 
commands of n1ore or less dignity. Time will not 
allow me to enumerate them. The names of all the 
fathers of the town are found on the rolls, and 
Willard gives a catalogue of not less than ninety-
two persons in the service w·ho thus represented 
the early settlers. Exclusively of and 
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Bunker Hill, more than three hundred, all, or nearly 
all the able bodied men of the town, were in actual 
service in the field. The town encouraged them by 
generous bounties, as its records show. There was 
a delay in the response to one of the later calls 
which semned like a ITIOinentary faltering. It ·was 
in 1780, and a leading pa_!riot of the town declared 
that response to the call was i1npossible, as the 
repeated dmnands of the country had exhausted the 
power and resources of the town. But the spirit 
of sacrifice shrank not finally before this exigency. 
The men ·were furnished, liberal bounties were 
granted thmn, and they hastened to the field. 

I do not think it can be claitned that the town fur-
nished great military leaders, or that any of its citi-
zens held high commands. Yet the nmnes of Whit-
coinb and Haskell deserve honorable ren1e1nbrance 
an1ong the brave heroes of that day. Of Whitcomb 
a conten1porary relates an anecdote which illustrates 
the true greatness of his character. 

[From the New England Chronicle, .Jan. 11, 
"Deacon \Vhitcomb of Lancaster,( who was a member of the 

Assembly of JY-Iassaehusetts?3ay till the present war commenced, 
had served in former wars, and been in different engagements J 
served as a Colonel in the Continental Army,· but on account of 
his age was left out upon the new His men highly 
resented it, and declared that they wonld not list again after their 
time was out. The Col01Jel told them he did not clonbt there 
were sufficient reasons for the regulation, and he was satisfied with 
it ; he never blamedA them for their conduct, and said he would 

as a private.fi Colonel Brewer heard of it, and offered to 
A 
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resign in of Colonel v\'hitcomb. The whole coming to Gen-
eral Washington's ears, he nllowed of Colonel Brewer's resigna-
tion in Colonel Whitcomb's fav9[, appoiuted the former Barrack-
master till he could further promote him, and ncqnainted, the army 
\vith the whole affair in general orders. Let antiquity produce a 
more striking instance of true greatness of 

Henry Haskell served honorably as a Colonel, and 
of Andrew Haskell, a Captain, Willard gives a 
brief and pleasing sketch, showing him to have been 
possessed of a spirit of patriotism which rose 
superior to personal considerations. These were the 
officers of highest rank who served in the war of the 
Revolution fro1n this town ; but there ·were several 
Lieutenants and subalterns, and their record, as well 
as that of the enlisted n1en, seen1s to have been one 
of honor. 

Meanwhile the spirit of patriotisn1 was maintained 
at ho1ne, and displayed itself occasionally in a strik-
Ing 1nanner. The town records show that black lists 
were prepared of persons who used articles of iln-
portation, and of persons supposed to be unfriendly 
to the patriot cause. A com1nittee was appointed 
to collect evidence against persons as shall be 
deemed to be internal enemies to the State." These 
nan1es stand upon the records of the town to-clay. 
I will not recite thmn, but it is worthy of note that 
the na1ne of the minister of the town is found there, 
though afterward stricken off, on his earnest protes-
tation that his country had no better friend than he. 

I have thus displayed, drawn from original sources, 
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though with a brevity adapted to the occasion, the 
record of this town in the war of the Revolution. 
It is one of devotion and sacrifice, early begun and 
continued to the end. The articles of confederation 
and perpetual union between the colonies were 
accepted by the town in 1778, and the Constitution 
of the Com1nonwealth in 1780. The second epoch 
of our history ended in peace, though in extreme 
poverty and distress, and the third epoch began. 

Almost its first public event illustrates the single 
step from the sublilne to the ridiculous. The Gen-
eral Court granted permission for a lottery, upon the 
petition of the town, to enable it to raise money 
to repair its bridges. .And the men who in 1773 
uttered the lofty resolves and instructions to their 
Representative which have been read, in 1783 
accepted the benefit of the provisions of an act 
which not only conferred on them powers of folly, 
but, in the scope of its provisions contemplated pen-
alties of infmny. On the 15th of February, 1783, 
this act was passed, and was approved by John 
Hancock, then Governor. The penal section 1s as 
follows:-

"And it is also fnrther enacted if any persons shall forge, coun-
terfeit or alter a Ticket any and every person so convicted shall be 
set on the gallows fur the space of one hour with a rope round 
his neck, or shall pay a fine not exceeding one hundred pounds to 
the use of the Commonwealth, or shall be imprisoned not exceed-
ing twelve months, or be publicly whipped not exceeding thirty-
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nine stripes at the discretion of the Justices of the samP Court 
who are also hereby empowered to inflict one or more of the said 
punishments on such offenders if they see fit. 

Feb. 15th, 1 783. 
In the Honse the bill having had three several readings passed 

to be enacted. 
DALTON, Speaker. 

IN SENATE, Feb. 15, 1783. 
This bill having had two several readings passed to be enacted. 

SAMUEL AnAMS, Prest. 
Approved. 

JOHN HANCOCK." 

Surely it is an instance of something like relapse 
and temporary degeneracy, that from 1782 to 1790 
fourteen classes of this lottery were drawn, with a 
result upon the . whole unfavorable to the cause 
directly in hand, and greatly injurious for the 
time to the general industry and morals of the 
community. 

Doubtless the ten1ptation was great to resort to 
any means which promised favorably for meeting a 
public and exceptional expense. Doubtless this 
portion of the country was utterly exhausted by 
the war. Moreover, a sound circulating medium, 
that indispensable basis of commercial prosperity, 
was wanting. Yet the lottery consumed instead of 
adding to the general wealth, and provided a 
ren1edy which aggravated, instead of alleviating, 
the co1nmunity's disease. 

I have left myself no time to dwell upon the 
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details of the third epoch, and, indeed, n1y object 
has been, in great measure, to bring before you the 
relations of this town to the war of the Revolution. 
This last epoch also had its alternating scenes of 
peace and war, though, till towards its close, the 
presence of the latter was not felt in a degree of 
severity co1nparable to that of the Revolution. 
The causes which led to the rebellion known as 
Shays' war, in 1786, in which Lancaster played an 
honorable and patriotic part, are set forth simply 
and philosophically in the pages of Rev. Mr. 
Thayer's address. A reasonable number of our 
citizens joined the forces under General Lincoln, and 
ren1ained ·with hiln to the end of the controversy. 
In the war of 1812, also, the men of Lancaster 
were found faithful in anns, and loyally and 
patiently bore such sacrifices as that war entailed 
upon them. 

It was at the close of this epoch that the 
crowning proof was given that the spirit of the 
fathers lived in the sons. Nearly two hundred of 
our best and bravest, the flower of our youth, went 
forth fro1n their peaceful hon1es to defend our 
liberties on the field of battle, and to die if need be, 
that the republic might live. The history of the 
Great Rebellion is yet to be written, and the day 
has not come for it to be written in the full 
impartial light which htpsing time throws on past 
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eventR. It will be a history filled with the story of 
great battles, and long can1paigns, and valor 
individual and collective such as few histories 
have disclosed. In that history, we ren1e·mber with 
pride to-day, no word can be written which will 
reflect discredit on any of the sons of Lancaster 
who marched forth to battle beneath our country's 
radiant flag. You were the witnesses of the 
devotion with which they dedicated themselves to 
that great and holy cause. You saw them press 
forward to that mighty conflict, not gaily "as to a 
festival," but earnestly, as to the discharge of the 
noblest duty of the citizen and the soldier. Your 
prayers and benedictions followed them. You were 
witnesses of their departure to the field, and you , . 
welcomed back the survivors of that gallant band 
with tears of grateful joy. 

But other tears fell for those who went forth, and 
returned not when battles were over and victory 
won. The homes that knew them in their day of 
youth and bloom, know them no more forever. Yet 
if to the spirits of the departed is granted some 
cognizance of what is done in this earthly home of 
their affection from which they have passed to 
higher spheres, the knowledge of our gratitude 
may form a part of their rich and heavenly reward 
to-.day. They died for us, and yonder memorial 
speaks to us tenderly of the story of their heroic 

8 
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deeds, and tells us how lofty a calling it is to die 
that our fellow-1nen may live, and live not only; but 
be free . . Nor was l.t death, but life and imn1ortality 
which waited for them and received them, when 
they see1ned to us to die. For, in the poet's words, 
so :fitly chosen for inscription on· the tablet which 
pious gratitude has erected to their memory :-

" We never can be deathless till we die. 
It is the dead win battles. No, the brave 
Die never. Being deathless they but change 
Their country's vows for more, their country's heart." 

JL. 7 llur . .Lt. (A-.. 
J (W • !/;_ a..--tl.v -'h,4 {4 
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Cnv.. rJ1 • .. t,. '' I Mr. J3cnjamin B. Whittemore then read au 
JC out · 1 n .ct. original hymn which was by the choir. 

The celebration here was on a larger scale ! HeY. :Mr. Bmtol remarked that he had 1 
I usual, in accordance with the prevalent 1 fonnd in the record of the town meeting of 
"spirit of '7(j" that moYel:! to greater patriot- October 7, 177fi, an order from the author-
ic feeling display on this our centennial ities of the colony of Bay, to 
Fourth of .July. print copies of Llle declamtion of iudepend-

Old Prob. tliu his best for the occasion, tnce lately thunetl at Philadelphia, a.nd send 
and gaYe us a brilliant sun and tt cloudless them to every minister of whatever denom-
sky. The principal street lay in the shade inatiou, to be read before his congregation 
of those majestic elms as beautiful as at the dose of the aftemoon sen-ice, and 
eYer, and from uumy of the adjacent houses then sent to the clerk of_the town to be pre-
depended tasteful decorations of patriotic sen'ctl ns a perpetual memorial. To keep 
bunting. The day began with the usual in mind the principles of this immortal doc-
ringing of bells, firing of cruckers, and ument, it \Youlcl be read at this time. The 
braying of horns. in the morning secretary of the committee, Mr. Henry S. 
body of Clinton gentry marched through the Nourse, performed this sen·ice. 
streets, amusing lookers-on with their ap- The following ode by Mrs. ,Ju}ia A. Fletch-
pearance, which w:ts "horrible" indeed. er Carney,· was then read by He''· Mr. Bar-
Home arrangement had been made for re- tol, who remarked it a:s unfot•tunate tbat tbe 
cciYing them, but, as they came somewhat 

1 
authoress was not to read it, and 

earlier than they were expected, the intended also that it had not been long enough in the 
reception was rendered impracticttblc. possession of the chorister to 1HtYe suitable 

The Lancaster baud being absent the "'.Vest music adapted to it. The allusions in the 
Boylston brass hand was engaged for the oc- I ode ;.tre explained as follows: In the early 
casion. They arriYed about half past eight part of the war our priYnteers carried as an 
aml proceetled to announce their presence by I emblem the tlng of Massachusetts Bay, which 
playing seYcral stirring pieces under the was a ·white ground with the deYice of a 
trees near the church. After an hour's en- pine tree' upon it; it bore the motto "Appeal 
tertaiument by the ba.m1, "\Y. A. 1\.il- to He:wcu !" The stars and stripes were not 
bourne procce<.1ed to form the procession adopted till the Hth of .June, liiG. Ilosan-
into line. J!'ollowing the baud were the na meaDs now (we besel:ch thee)." 
town ofticers, orator of the cla.y, committee One lmndred year:; ago, our sires 
of armugements, returnetl soldiers and s:til- Unfurled tlle starry bn.n.ner, 
or::;, schools, umlcr escort of their teachers, Aud lighting Freedom's signal tires 
and the citizens of Lancaster, in their above Even from their own funereal pyres, 
order. The proccs:sion lun-ing formed, moyecl Shouted in glacl .. Hosanna! 
around the green wllich surrounds the church Old Massachusetts led the wny! 
thence pas:sing iusiue, to the music of tlle Her pine tree fiag unfurling \Vherever,-on the battle day,-
band, .were seated in order. The public was Thickest and darkest, o'er the fray, 
welcomed ·with free lemona(1e seryed at the The of death wns cflrling. 
entrance to the church. The iutcrior decor-
ations were profnsc a.nd elaborate. A large The mow.r flag lJe;:;idc the lJlue 

· t1ng was arranged hehind the pulpit with the Still said, "Appeal to Heaven!" 
usual "lSiG" on one side and "liiG" 011 the Dark and yet darker grew its hue, A:; mid the battle smoke it flew 
other: A raised platform surrounded the Till victory was rriyen. 
pulpit with chairs and for the con• God of om 'l1wu still art here! 
venience of the committee and the orator. \Vc still, to Thee appealing, 
This was clrape<.l with the national colors Ask that this prond Centennial year )fay leave us nobler, purer, freer 
and beautifully arranged with evergreen n.ncl From foes around us stealing. 
flowers. The gallery was surrounded by 
evergTeell, and numerous boquets were sus-
pended from it. Tile floral decorations were 
nuder Lhc charge or Mr. J. G. Chandler, Miss 
Hannah Mallard, and nliss Auuie E. 

.\t tcu o'clock, after an organ Yoluutary 
atHl the siuging of by the atl(ti-
ence, ReY. Mr. Bartol, the chairman of the 

oft'ered the programme which 
:slloultl follow as the rosult of the commit-
tee's work. He stated that the next number 
upon the programme had hecn decided upon 
hcfore the proclamatiou of President Grant j 

rec.ommendiug religions services of 
prai ·e and prayer upon thb day, deeming it 
eminently appropriate to the occasion he 
proceeded to read it before the attdience, af-
terwards introducing the HeY. Dr. Whitte-
more who offered an appropiate and earnest 
prayer. 1 

Save we be.,;eech! Onr heart 
A m vriacl foes doth cherish ! 

Low ni'en in phtees lligh have part, 
A greed doth till each murt, 

Help! lest our country perish! 
In oltleu time, one foe 

1-'orth went our snowy banner; 
Our newer fiag, today doth know 
No foeman for its mailc<l ann's blow, 

Yet we. cry, Hosnnnn.! 
The orator of the day, llon .• John l>. 

"\Vashburn, was then prcsentctl as a gentle-
man ''"ho needed no introduction. / - · 

• 





M1·. Editor: I am unwilling that Dr. Cummings 
should pass away from our cemmunity without a 
more extended notice of his life than has hitherto 
been given. 

His character was very remarkable in this par-
ticular, that be carried out the law of love to the 
neighbor with a completeness net often to be 
found in our day. Had he lived in the midd.le 
ages he would probably have taken his place 
among those pious devotees, who went about doing 
good to the rich and suffering, and would perhaps 

' have won the title of "Saint" in the Catholic 
church. . There are those Jiving among us, of 
that faith, who relate with tears of gratitude the 
kindnesa they have received at his hands. 

The completed returns of the census show a 
gain of 51 1875 and 163 since 1870, the pres-
ent number bemg 2008. Of these 924 are males 
and 1084 females. There were born in 
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Maine, 57 Virginia, 
New Hampshire, 124 Georgia, 
Vermont, 48 Mississippi, 
Massachusetts, 1317 Tennessee, 
Rhode Island, 15 Ohio, 
Connecticut, 12 Indiana, 
New York, 30 Illinois, 
New Jersey, 12 Kentucky, 
Delaware, 1 Unknown, 
Pennsylvania, 1 
Maryland, 2 Total in U. S., 

I am not sure of the date, but it was al..wut Canada and British Prov· Sweden, 
1846, when the W. & N. R. R., was in pr9cess of inces, 133 :Fayal, 
construction, and many Irish laborers were em- England, 23 St. Helena, 
ployed upon it, who brought their families here Scotland, 8 371 in shanties along the track Total ·Foreign, 

In those days emigrant ships were not arranged Grand totnl, .................................. 2008 
with as much regard to the health of passengers as There are three between 90 and 100, viz: Susan-
now, and ship fever often resulted from the foul n3:h Bennett .(since deceased), 96 yrs; 9 mos.; 
air of the steerage, which they were f(nced to Right Cummmgs, 93 yrs. 8 mos., and Nancy 
breathe for several weeks in the old sailing ves- Laughton, 91 yrs. There are between 80 and 90, 
sels. • 36; 70 and 80, 89; 60 and 70, 140; one year and 1 

Several persons, men, women and children, under, 51. 
were landed in Boston in a wretched state of filth The average age of the whole population is very 

. and exhaustion, and brought directlv to Lancas- nearly 32 years. 
;
1 

ter. Almost immediately ship fever of a very vir- There were during the census vear (June 1 1879 
ulent type broke out among them. They were to May 31, 1880) 26 deaths at an· average age 'or 50 
taken to the alms-house for treatment; but there years and 10 months. Four of these were above 
were so many of them that the persons in charge 80 years, five between 70 and 80, seven between 60 
of the building could not give proper attention to and 70, and two 1 year and under. 
them, and their Irish friends were so much afraid There were enumerated 149 farms, reporting 259 
of contagion that they would do nothing for horses, 692 cows, 12 oxen, 336 swine, 57 sheep and 
them. one mule. 5093 hens are said to have laid 39 840 

Dr. Cummings was their physician at the alms- eggs in 1879, and have promised to do bet-
house, and his compassiQn was so much excited ! ter 1880. There were produced 177,252 gallons 
by the suffering of these poor strangers that he of milk, and 30,876 po. unds of butter, 2892 tons of t 
gave himself up to the care of them. He hesitated\ hay, 6877 bushels of corn, and 13,f>27 bushels of 
at nothing that needed to be done; be not only potatoes. If# 3pS 
acted as physician and nurse, but cooked for them . The desires to express his appreeia-
and washed their clothes with his own bands. twn of courtesy with which he was I 
With all this caro several died, but without it met his canvass of the tovvn, which made 

1 

probably very few, if any, would have recovered. the. duties of the .office a pleasure rather than a 
At last Dr. Cummings took the disease himself bmden. S/2 .i.JUJo-<ck M. 

and went home to his oed, where be lay for !ever-

! al weeks trembling between life and death, but 
at last recovered, under the treatment of the late 
Dr. Lincoln, who was his intimate friend. 

Dr. Cummings' simplicity of character was such 
I, that I do not suppose it ever occurred to him that 

he bad clone anything heroic, or even remarkable. 
Those who knew him can readily believe that ap-

1 pearing among the ranks of the blessed be will be 
' one of those who, illustrating the parable of our 

I 
Lord, will ask in wonder: "When saw we Thee 
sick, or hungry, or naked and ministered unto 

, Thee?" M.G. W 
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Tnt. l.HlUltCH. 
In ad.lition to what has already been snld 

about this church, we add that Rev. Dr. 
Chickering, its first pnstor, was succcedect . 
by Rev. Mr. Davenport, who remained there I 
three or four yeal'S, nnd he by Rev. Henry 
Adams, afterwards of Berlin, who 
here some two \Ve aho append a 
copy or a letter, \Vl'itten to Mr. s. v. s. I 
Wilder in 1831, n.nd signed by the n:tmes or 
forty-four citizens of the town, (not entirely 
or the "South Vi\la!,te"), 8ome of wtlom &re 
stUlliviug. We on)(t tho slgnature8. 

AUGUST 20, 1831. I 
To Sampson V. 8. Wilder :-The under- I 

8lgned lnhabttants of the South In the 
town of deeply impres-.ed with a. 
jtist of that duty which they owe to 

I their to the and to 
in and believln!! it to be a 

paramount duty incumbent on them to 

I 
all honorable means in their power to pre-

and transmit to posterity unspottect 
and uncontamin:tted thote which 
they so highly appreciate: religion, morality 

land public order, which they have hitherto , 
rationally and peaceably enjoyed-therefore. 
entertaining these v\ew1 of tho!e ncred 
privilegelt which h:we been traMmitted to 
them,they cannot refrain from express inc their 
tshhorence and so1enul1y proteatin& 
everything which tends to corrupt those 
principles anct virtues and to disturb that 
peace and harmony which alone adorn ' 

I the human character. 

l Having long watched with anxiety I 
the effects procluced by your rana.tl-
•sm and zeal, we feel it our dnty to int'orm 1 

you that we look upon your com in: a.nd view I 
I your presence among us as a. calamity or no 

ordinn.ry kind; that we believe that the 1 
course you are pursuin::; i& productive of 
little or no but much evil; that we 
think. it calculated to co1·rupt the morals &nd 
(lissemin:ite vice among the people; that. you 
arc Bowlnr contention, hatred and discord 

1 where pel\ce, happiness and good ordet• hiLS 

I hitherto prevailed; that ftimily hatred, strife 
and 1LbU • of every kind have been the etfect 
in every family where you have made prose-
lytes, and we look npon the fl'uit or yonr zettl 
as wone than the pestlll!ncc stalketh at 
noon day. We pity your ignorance so fs.r as I 
I that directs your zeal, bnt we fear wme-

thln.: worse ths.n guides your 

I 
operations against the pea<;e &net harmony of 
this town. , ../'(. j}.. - J 

We look upon the course you are pursuing 

\

towards the inhabitants or this place as in-
sulti in the highest degree, and If we were 
I) rn au opinion from your coudttct, we 

shooli1 think you a. At person to inhabit a 
tnlltl or & work house. 

Jn short, we view your character and con· 
duct as disgraceful to any person 
decency and common sense, and we shall 
hail your departure from this soction of the 

untry as a blessing to the l'eople, wttlcb. we I 
pe ruay long h ' t om. . T. 

""1, fr<-11 For the Courant. 
1 Elizabeth How. 

What became of Elizabeth How? must ! 
have awakened curiosity in the miodt; of : 
many readers of the various historical 
sketches of Lancaster. Rev. Timothy 
rington, in his "Century sermon," preached 
in 1753, when the town was one hundred 
years old, says that "on the 18th of July, · 
1692, the Indians assaulted the house of Mr. 1 

Peter Joslyn, who was at hls labor in the ' 

I
' field, and knew nothing of it till entering the 
house found his wife and three children, ancl 1 
a woman that lived in his family, barbarou.> ly 
butchered by their hatchets, and weHeri 1g 
in their gore. Hio wife's sister-ElizabcLb I 
How-with another of his children, we:·e 
carried into captivity. She returned ht.L 1 
that child was murdered in the .. , 

"She returned," says the narrative, and 
stops there; but according to statemeuts 
in the recently publisbed geneaology uf the 1 
Keyes famil), Miss How, who was abouL 
sixteen years old at the time of her captgre, 
was taken to Canada, where she was detained 
four years, or until 1696. Her situation and 
experiences while there are not given; but 
must have been entirely different from tbat 
of several children who were carried from \ 
Groton to Canada, where they became Rom"l.u 
Catholics, married, and left numerous oe- I 
scendants. Perhaps the fact that Elizabeth 1 
How was engaged to young Thomas Keyes, of 
Sudbury, had some infl.uence over her cht.r-
acter and fortunes. She was redeemed by 
government in 1696, returned home, anct two 
years later was married to Mr. Keyes. He 
settled, with his wife, on a new farm in tile . 
east part of Marlboro, "where they resid ':!d I 
during their lives." The place is still in pes- . 
session of the descendants of tbeir daughter 
Dinah, who married John Weeks. Mr. Keyes 
became deacon, and lived to the year 1742. 1 
The descendants of Thomas Keyes and Eliz-
abeth How, the captive maid, are numerous 
in different parts of the country. I' 

Here is a tield f'Jr the writer of romance. 
A person of average imaginottion could 
celve and picture the exposures aud priva-
tions of the maiden while among the .Frencl:J 
and Indians, and also the tonures of' sus-
pense which were endured by both herselll 
and her lover during the slow moving years 

1 
of her absence. _),{tVl-v:_u.. • 



December 1st, 1881. 

I. DEPOSITING THE HoLY WoRD. 
Rev. JosEPH PETTEE. 

II. CHANT-((Praise ye J ah." 

III. READING THE WoRD FROM THE PuLPIT. 
Rev. JOSEPH PETTEE. 

IV. THE LoRD's PRAYER. 

v. CHANT. 

VI. DEDICATORY ADDRESS. 
Rev. THEODORE F. WRIGHT. 

VII. HYMN. 

VIII. SERMON. 
Rev. ]AMES REED. 

IX. HYMN. 
Written for the occasion. TuNE-Coronatzim. Page 203. 

With hearts aglow with gratitude, 
And lips attuned to praise, 

Our Heavenly Father unto Thee 
A song:or thanks we raise. 

2. Rejoicing in sweet hopes fulfilled, 
Vve ask the Lord to be 

A loving presence in this house, 
Vve dedicate to Thee. 

3· Here may thy Truth alone pe taught; 
Here may our souls be blest, 

And may thy sweetest joy and peace 
Upon our Pastor rest. 

X. INSTALLATION SERVICE. 
Rev. JosEPH PETTEE. 

XI. CHANT. 
The spirit of the Lord Jehovah is upon Me. 

XII. BENEDICTION. 
THE PASTOR. 

' l 
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· - "RANS0)1 ROCK"-A 
To the EditQ'I.s at the Bosttm Daily .Advertiser:- 4.-.. .LJ<>-11 • 

Today the fame ot Celonel Wilham Prescott re· [From the Worcester Spy 1 

ceives at the bands of his countrymen just and Following the lead or some Massachusetts 
well-desened recognttmn. liencetorward, from papers the Chicago Inter-Ocean tells the foUowtog 
the heigJtts be fortified and defended, he tittinely story:-
typifies the determined energy, undaunted cour- "Senator Hoar bad a great-grandmother with a 
age and stern fidelity characterlzfne; the men or ll record. She was th,wife of a mmister named 
the Revolutionary period. It Is' not our purposa Joseph Rowlandson, and lived in tile beautiful 
to enter .,into any euloe:ium as to his character or village of LancaHer, tn the valley of the Nashua, 
merits, but simply to make known lhe fact that Ma11sacooset.ts. 'lllliil was some time a,go. ShoJan, 
nineteen 31ears previous to the battle of Bunker the sachem of the Nashua ll'ibe, was a friend or 

1 Hill, as an iQ. tb.q miUtp.ry company at Parson Rowlandson, but in an evll hour King 
Groton, he marched to aerence of the old Philip, evidently tne Blame or the time, persuad-
town of Boston. ed oim to join the Narragansetts in an attack 

France, stung and mort11iel;l by tb capitulation upon the peaceful town. The men were 
of Louisbl.ug to an army of mechan· slaughtered, the houses were burned, 
tcs, and fishermen of New .England, and MrEO. Rowlandaoa and other women 
planned recovety and retribution through the were canted away captive by the merciless 
· savages. At tbis t1me Parso!l Rowlandson was at aJ mament commanded by the Duke d' An ville, and Boston solicitme: supphes and arms for u 1e fron-
iB tbe latter part of September, 1746, Boston daily tier settlers, and, upon bearing calamity 
expecting an attack {rom this Aeet, called upon , that bad ovet taken his parish, he nt at once in 
the adjacent c.ountry for assistance; in search of bts friend, Chief Sholan ho arranged 
rEsponse some 8000 to 10,000 men rallied . 
to its defence, one company trom Brookville raised, and tbe parties met at a large 

·· rocK at tbe base o: Mount Wacbusett, near travelling seventy miles in two days, with pro· Princeton, Mass. It 1s almost two hundred years 
visions estimated at the wetgbt of a bushel ol: smce this event took place, and the anniversary, 
corn UP'fll their back. soon to occur, is to oe properly celebrated under 

From muster-rolls now in tbe possession of tile directton of Senator Hoar, who has enclosed 
James L. Ba8s of this city, it appears_. tnat Cap- the •Ransom rock' with an iron fence, erect-
tain William Laurence, with the Groton com· ed a suitable monument wtth an mscnptwn remt-
pany, and in command likewise of many men trom mg tb1s pajle of history." 
Lancaster anQ .I,.ittleton, marcbeCl for Boston, Senator Hoar bad a great-grandmother, it is 1 8eptember 23, 17-W, said· company's officers being true, rour of them in ract, out the w1fe of .Joseph 
as follows:- Rowlandson was not one of them. Tbe story or j William Laurence, captain. .Mrs. Rowlandson's captivttv is told wtthout im-

James lieutenant. port ant departures from the truth; but Senator 
John Woods, Ueutenant. Hoar's special Interest in it comes throug-h his 

\ 
Obadiah Parker, sergeant. aescent, not from the captive, but from her 
Hfzekiah Sawtell, sergeant. John Hoar, an ancestor of the senator, 
Amos Laurence, sergeant. was a t 1iend of Eliot, "the apostle to tbe Indians," 
William Prescott, clerk. and seconded htm in his efforts to convert them 
Jobn Pratt, oorporal. to ChriStianity. He volunteered to seek out tlle 
Joseph Page, corp.oral. bosule party and endeavor to ransom .M:rs. Row-
Israel Hobart, corporal. With no white companion, but wttll one 
Jonathan Longley, sentinel. or two friendly Indians as gutdes, he penetrated 
Tl.Je alarm was ot short duration, tbe term or , ue w1tdetnefs, found tlle savages encamped near 

indiv10ua1 service varying trom two to twelve 1 11e roc-ll: ·above tnennoned, and the 
days. Wm. Prescott's service was for five days, f'bjFct of his wiss•on. senator Boar bas l)ougbt 
for which he received tbe of 5s.l0d.-one 1bi; 1ock and enrloeed tt, but bas erected no mon-
ebilllnf! two pence per pa_y, as blS Stgnature upon uroent. Tile iuscnptton ts cut on the face of 
the of the roll teStifies. . 1ock wbtCll is aoout. fifrePu feet bi!!'b. 'l'llP 

Capta10 J .. aurence was a of the 1 vent commemorated oc· urred wore ttuu two 
youug clErk, and l-ater commanded the re?"tment, r und•et:l Jears a!!O n1 1G7G m tl.!.a second ye :u vt 
was judge ot the court ol: common plea8, etc. K !Lg Philip's war. ' ' • 
Lie.uu.nant James .Prescott was a o ller .. and f / . _ 1 · • -,;v._ 41 
ltkewlEe, tn ttlne, colonel anu ergeant ·. :... . 
Amos Laurence was a brother of tbe command- , 
Ill g officer f and the progenitor of the dJStingmslled jf'CA Q.. t . j r . I -<---C....-1-
Boston ramtlies. In tact, the comoany appears . ..... . 
to·nave blen otli.cered by men ot far than p l"' 1 orcffnary ab1l1ty. Arnone; tbe rank and tile we JI-··I .... ..J..-._-A • oy 
no\(} the name-of Thomas Laurence, a nephew of clv...J 1, 7, .. :: 
tbe captaai, a man of g1ant size and strength, ,-(/ --, 
wilb cou1 age to match bis pbyBical proportions, 
w bo was ltilled iJy the at -way "Brook, _ I. 
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-- The Thayer Family. --. 
Nathaniel Thayer is one among the more munifi- 1, , 

cent benefactors of Harvard college who have 
chosen to bestow their valued gifts during their f 
own lifetime, having the privilege of witnessing 
the good uses which they his direct bene-
factions to Harvard University, represented by ! 
buildings, endowments and permanent deposits, 
exceed a quarter of a million of dollars, and in-
clude his expenditures on Tllayer hall, Thayer 
Uommons hall, Gray herbarium, and the Thayer 
expedition. 

R E lll IN I S C EN C E S. 

By Amory Cal'ter. 
-- ¥ .i6.1 v']7 NmmER 9. 

It may be interesting to my readers to 
know what military organizations were on 
the last muster field proper, of the old Lan-
caster regiment. There were sixteen mili-
tary companies belonging to what was once 
tho old town of Lancaster. Four towns, 
viz: Sterling, Leominster, Harvard and Bol-
ton having been set off from Lancaster, and 
Berlin had been set off from Bolton. Thus 
Lancaster had four daughters and one grand-
daughter represented on that last old muster 
field, by military companies as follows: 

Thayer hall, erected in 1870, and whose full 
cost exceeded $lOO,OOO, was designed by him as a 
memorial gift commemorative of his father, Rev. 
Nathaniel Thayer, D. D., and of his brot.her, 
John Eliot Thayer. His father, Rev. Dr. Thayer, 
was the honored and revered minister of the beau-
tiful town of Lancaster, in tile fair valley of the 
Nashua, for noorly half a century. Dr. Thayer 
of Lancaster, himself the son of a country minis-
ter who had graduated at Harvard in 1753, and a 
lineal descendent, on the maternal side, of the 
famous John Cotton of the old and the new Bos-
ton, was a classmate and lifelong friend of Presi-
dent Kirkland, of the class of 1789. He belonged 
to a fellowship of divines very remarkable in their 
period for weight of professional character, en-
larged liberality of views, thorough ocbolarly 
culture, and a high tone of life, including 11uch 
men as Kirkland, Freeman, Buckminster, Thacher, 
Bancroft, Channing and Ware. He was for many 
years the sole minister of a town of about 2000 
population, and was held in true esteem and love 
IJy all his people. Nathaniel Thayer, in partner-
ship with his deceased brother, constituted the 
tirm of John E. Thayer & Bro. The surviving 
member of the firm has joined the memory of his 
elder brother with that of his father in the name 
of the hall. 

John E. Thayer, in the munificent foundation 
which he made for scholarships, was himself a 
benefactor of the college, as will be seen from the 
following extract fi·om his will, executed in 1855, 
to three trustees named, and their successors: "I 
give the sum of $50,000, to pay the income of and 
ti·om the said sum to the ten most meritorious 
scholars in Harvard University every year," etc. 

Nathaniel Thayer performed for the college a 
service at the time most needful and helpful in 
providing, in accordance with a plan suggested by 
Rev. Dr. Peabody, a place nnd means for such 
students as wished to avail themselves of a com-
mons hall for boarding in company and at reason-
able charges, after the former arrangements for 
the purpose had been given up, and before the 
dining room in the Memorial hall served for use. 
He enlarged considerably and, in large part, fur-
nished the former station of a branch of the 
Fitchburg railroad in Cambridge, as the Thayer 
Commons hall. This was in 1865, and it was suc-
cessfully occupied for ten years, till the splendid 
new hall gave to the students the grandest room 
in Christendom for that purpose. It was under-
stood that Mr. Thayer expended more than $8000 
in securing and fitting his Commons hall. Its 
affairs were managed by tlle students who there 
took their meals, the expense to them being sim-
ply the cost of the materials ·for their food and its 
preparation. Many of the students who sat at 
those tables were doubtless the guests of the host. 

It was, substantially, in the service · of the 
university that Mr. Thayer so generously assumed 
the whole cost of Prof. Agassiz' and 
most fruitful visit of exploration and research to 
South America, known as the "Thayer expedi-
tion." This was in tbe interest of high science, 
and it has proved the basis and instigation of 
advanced stages already reached, and of infinite 
progress still inviting itll pupils. It is believed j 
that the only hesitancy in facing the known and 
possible obligations to which Mr. Thayer com-
mitted himself in this enterprise was in his humor-
ous lament to Prof. Aga11siz as to the enormous 
l).rnount of alcohol needed to preserve the fishes, 
of which b.e appeared to empty the ocean. 

Another of the admirable provisions made by 
Mr. Thayer, through hjs friend Prof. Gray, in I 
meeting the ever-multiplying nee4s of tb.e 
sity, was in erecting and furnishing, in 1874, at a 
cost of over $15,000, the fire-proof herbarium on 
the grounds of the botanic garden.-Harvard 
Re.qister. 

Sterling had "The Sterling Light Infantry, " 
the ''Sterling Guards," ot· "Blues" as they 
had been called, and the old "Militia" com-
pany. Leominster had the "Leominster 
Light Infantry," Leominster Artillery and 
old Militia company. Harvard had "Har-
vard Light Infantry," Harvard Rifles and I 
Militia company. Bolton had "Bolton 
Rifles" and Militia company. Berlin had a 
Militia company equal to any enlisted. L:.tn- 1 
"aster propel' had "Lancaster Light Infant-

·," LancM>ter Artillery, and Lancaster Mili-
( company. The old troop had already 
beob dislJ.a.a.ded. Three additional towns on 
the west completed the regiment. Ashburn-
ham had the "Ashburnham Light Infantry," 
and a Militia company. Princeton had the 
"Princeton Light Infantry," and Militia 
company. The infantry hacl been designated 
';The Princeton Blues," having the same 
kind of uniform as the Steriing Blues, and 
were only distinguishable to by I 
the initials on their knapsacks, both having 
the same tall white plumes gracefully wav-
ing above their caps while on the march. 
Fitchburg had the ":Fitchburg Light Infant-
ry," tho Fitchburg Fusileers and Militia 
company. 

The old Militia companies had received 
the pet name of "Slambangs," the best ma-
terial having been drawn into the enlisted 
companies. What I am now describing was 
the last appearance of the old .on I 
military duty. A law was passed rehevmg 
them from such duty, and they were placed j 
on the same footing with t.he thirty-five and . 
forty-five year men, viz: they were required 
to carry their arms and equipments on the 
first of May to be inspected by their com-
manding officer, after which they .coul.d doff 
their sheep's-wool beavers and ret1re till the 
next May. Thus ended the old military • 
system. 

Previous to this event there had been car-
ricaturing of the old militia system by fan-
tastic parades, such as coming out on May 
traininO' days dressed in old coats, old hats 
with the crowns hanging out, with mop-

' handles and broom-handles to imitate weap-
ons, tin horns and trumpets for music, tin 
pans for drums, officered by men-no, by 
boys, who should have been men,-and if \ 
they did not make the woods hideous it was 
because they were not where they shoul? 
have been; for if on such disgraceful bust-
ness they should have been in the woods out 
of sight and hearing. But that was the 
result of the old forced military system. It 
had its birth, it.s age of glory, and its decline 
and death, and a new system was to suc-
ceed it. 



· llist ·y of' Old Cl1airs. 
On exhibJteon in t 1e window of a 

Chicago store are three chairs which have 1 

a history. They are the property of Mr. 
W. Williams, a music teacher of that I 
city, and are two hundred and s'ixty-three 
years old. They originally belonged in 
England, to a family named Dorr, a' de-
scendant of whom emigrated to this coun-
try in ?r about 1684, bringing these chairs 
With him and settling in B0ston. This 
Dorr claimed they were made in 1620, and 
had been in the family during three gen-
erations. On June 12. 1696, John Bige7 
low, of 'Vatertown, Mass., a friend of 
Mr. Dorr, was united in marriage to Miss 
Jerusha Garflelcl, also of Watertown be-
longing to the family of Garfielcls 'rrom 

I which the late president descended. To l the newly married couple these chairs 
were presnted by Mr. Dorr as a wedlllin_g 
present. This Jobu Bigelow and wife 

j settled in Marlboro, Mass. Nine years 
later (1705) John, with two other persons, 1 
were taken captive by the Indians and j 

1 conveyed to Canada, where be remained 
nearly two years, building while there the 
first saw-mill run in the Provinces after 
which the French Governor set free 
and he retr.rned safely home. A lettet· 
written by the wife to her husband durin()' I 
his captivity (Aug. 22, 1706) is shown 
the frame in connection with the chairs. 
John Bigelow lived to a remarkable old 
age, dying in 1769, in his ninety-fifth year. 
His wife died in 1758, uged 81. Gershom 
Bigelow, his son, next inherited the 
chairs. He 1i ved to be 96 and died 
in 1812. Timothy a son 
of Gershom, then became their pos-
sesor, and dying in 1817 was suc-
ceeded by his son Ephraim, who 

1 in. 1843. Previous to his dea.th, Eph-
raim Bigelow gave the chairs to his sister 
Lavinia, and she in turn gave them to he; 
daughter, who was the mother of the pre-

' sent owner.-.N. Y. Obse1·vet. 

THE LANCASTER OuTRAGE. It seems that the report 
which we spoke of in our paper or Saturday, of the at-
tempt to murder C. T. Symmes Esq., Cashier of the 
Lancas.cr Hank ts but too true, though the particulars 
are somewhat from what is there stated. An 
investigation ha:> taken place, and i• appears from the 
testimonnot Mrs. Symmes that about t" o o'clock sh · 
was awakened by her husband, who spoke to her, wheu 
hy a light which the burglar had brought into room , 
tlwy both perceived a milll, with h1s back toward them, ! 
at work the bureau. The villain immediately turned 
nnd caught Mr. S. hy the throat, telling him to give hin 1 
that hundrerl dollars. [Deacon Parkf>r. of Southhoro', 
had paid 1\lr. Symmes this money the previous even• 
ing , and in the presence of the 

A violent scuffle ensued between them, which last rod 
some ten minutes , Juring whic.h •ime the burglar made 
an attempt to kill Mr. S. with a mzor, hy cutting his 
throat. He succeeded in inflictmg a "'cry severe wound 
in the right side of the throat, about thrce inches long 
striking the windpipe, harely the ju:{ular vein 
and carotid artery. .l\Jrs. S. also received a cut upon 
the throat, ahout two incht..s long, as well as several oth 
ers of aslight nature about her arms and person, o (I 
which there is no danger of loss of lifP-. Mr. S. is very 
much exhausted, but will prohably rerover. I 

Mr. S. succeeded in gPtling one or more of the vit-
1 lain's fingers into his mouth, whirh !Je bit with such for<"C 

as to loosen all his front tPeth. · 1 
The scoundrel is welll<nown to both l\Tr. and Mrs. H.l 

but nt>ither oJ them would tell his name , as they bot !J I 
took a solemn oa th not to say who it was , if he would 
spare tht>ir lives. From the arcount g1ven by them how- l 
ever, anrl from other circumstauces. it was well under-
stood that the rogue is a young German, who I 
rcsid din L<lllraster hut latPI) in Pepperell. His name 
is OTTO StrToR. The Selectmen of Lancaster there- I 
upon offered a reward of three hunrlred dolhtrs fur the 
arrest of Sutor, and he was arrested in Boston on S.ttur 
d11y morning by Consta bleCiapp at a German Coffpe 
House, kept by .l\1r. Pfeff, near the Depot of the Provi , 
dence Railroad, and was brought to this town by tht. 
first tram af,ernoon. He confesses the deed , 
and waits with stolid indifference , his fate. 

Since the above was written, w e !ea•n that Sutor did 
not break into the house, hut was a lodger for tht> 111ght 
He had formerly bet"n in the habit of coming to tlw houst: j 
to assist some of the family in the arquisition of the Ger· 
man language. He had received repeated kindnesses 
from them, and was under pecuniary obligations to them 
at the time of this savage act. It seems he had deliber 
ate •y prepared himself wilh a razor, to he used for at 
tack or defence, as might require. He is a 
stout athletic man. 
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